things fall apart literature essay

Things Fall Apart Literature Essay: Exploring Chinua Achebe’s Masterpiece

things fall apart literature essay often serves as a gateway for readers and
students to delve into one of the most influential novels in African
literature. Chinua Achebe’s 1958 classic not only narrates the story of
Okonkwo and his Igbo society but also offers profound insights into
colonialism, cultural clash, tradition, and identity. Writing an essay on
this work involves more than summarizing the plot; it requires an
understanding of the novel’s thematic depth, characters, and historical
context. Let’'s explore what makes Things Fall Apart a rich subject for
literary analysis and how to approach an engaging essay on it.

Understanding Things Fall Apart: A Brief
Overview

Before diving into the essay writing process, it’s crucial to grasp the
essence of the novel. Things Fall Apart centers around Okonkwo, a respected
warrior and leader in the Igbo community of Umuofia. Achebe paints a vivid
picture of pre-colonial Igbo life, its customs, values, and social
structures. The narrative then shifts as European missionaries and colonial
administrators arrive, disrupting the traditional way of life and leading to
a tragic downfall.

This clash of cultures is at the heart of the novel, making it a significant
piece for postcolonial studies and African history. Understanding this
backdrop is essential for writing a meaningful things fall apart literature
essay.

Key Themes to Explore in a Things Fall Apart
Literature Essay

1. Tradition vs. Change

One of the novel’s central conflicts is the tension between preserving
traditional Igbo customs and adapting to new influences brought by
colonizers. Okonkwo embodies this struggle; his rigid adherence to tradition
ultimately contributes to his tragic end. An essay can explore how Achebe
portrays this tension and what it says about the impact of colonialism on
indigenous cultures.



2. Masculinity and Gender Roles

Okonkwo’'s perception of masculinity drives much of the plot. His fear of
weakness, associated with his father’'s failures, pushes him to be aggressive
and proud. This theme invites an analysis of gender expectations within Igbo
society and how they shape individual behavior. Discussing this can add depth
to a literature essay, showing how Achebe critiques not only colonialism but
also internal societal pressures.

3. Fate and Free Will

The interplay between destiny and personal choice is a subtle yet powerful

theme. Okonkwo’s life seems dictated by fate-his rise and fall echoing the

proverb “things fall apart; the center cannot hold.” An essay might examine
how Achebe uses this motif to reflect on human agency and the inevitability
of change.

4. Colonialism and Its Effects

No things fall apart literature essay is complete without addressing
colonialism. Achebe’s narrative gives a nuanced view, showing both the
destruction caused by European intervention and the complexity of indigenous
responses. Analyzing the portrayal of missionaries, colonial administrators,
and the varied reactions of Igbo society can enrich your essay.

Character Analysis: Bringing Depth to Your
Essay

Characters in Things Fall Apart are richly drawn and symbolize broader
societal themes. Focusing on key figures can strengthen your analysis.

Okonkwo: The Tragic Hero

Okonkwo is a classic tragic hero whose downfall stems from his flaws and
external pressures. His pride, temper, and fear of appearing weak isolate him
from his community. Essays often explore how Achebe humanizes Okonkwo,
inviting sympathy despite his flaws, and how his story reflects larger
cultural disruptions.



Secondary Characters and Their Roles

- **Nwoye:** QOkonkwo'’s son, who converts to Christianity, represents
generational change and cultural conflict.

- **Ezinma:** Okonkwo'’s favorite daughter, symbolizes hope and the complexity
of gender roles.

- **Mr. Brown and Reverend Smith:** These missionaries embody different
colonial attitudes—tolerance versus fanaticism-offering a layered perspective
on colonization.

Discussing these characters highlights the novel’s richness and allows for
nuanced interpretations.

Literary Devices and Style in Things Fall Apart

Achebe’s storytelling is marked by a blend of traditional Igbo oral
literature and Western narrative techniques. A strong literature essay can
analyze how these elements contribute to the novel’s impact.

Use of Proverbs and Folklore

Proverbs pepper the dialogue, grounding the story in Igbo culture and
philosophy. They provide wisdom and foreshadow events, enriching the
narrative texture. Identifying key proverbs and explaining their significance
can demonstrate a deep engagement with the text.

Symbolism

Several symbols carry weight throughout the novel:

- **The locusts:** Represent the arrival of the colonizers, initially seen as
a natural event but later as a destructive force.

- **Yam:** Symbolizes masculinity and prosperity.

- **Fire:** Reflects Okonkwo'’s fiery personality and destructive tendencies.

Analyzing symbolism helps uncover layers of meaning and enhances your essay’s
sophistication.

Narrative Structure and Point of View

Achebe employs a third-person omniscient narrator, allowing insight into
multiple characters and cultural practices. The narrative’s linear



progression, interspersed with flashbacks, creates a comprehensive portrayal
of Igbo life and its upheaval. Discussing how this structure affects reader
engagement can add an original angle to your essay.

Tips for Writing a Powerful Things Fall Apart
Literature Essay

Writing about a complex novel like Things Fall Apart can feel daunting, but
with a clear approach, you can craft a compelling essay.

Start with a strong thesis: Clearly state your main argument or
interpretation to guide your essay.

e Use textual evidence: Support your points with quotes and examples from
the novel.

» Contextualize historical and cultural background: Briefly explain Igbo
society and colonial history to enrich your analysis.

e Balance summary and analysis: Avoid retelling the plot; instead, focus
on interpreting themes, characters, and literary devices.

e Include multiple perspectives: Acknowledge different interpretations or
criticisms to showcase critical thinking.

Common Essay Topics and Prompts on Things Fall
Apart

If you’re looking for inspiration, here are some popular angles that work
well for a things fall apart literature essay:
1. The role of tradition and change in shaping Okonkwo’s identity.
2. How Achebe challenges Western stereotypes of Africa through the novel.
3. Examination of gender roles and expectations in Igbo society.
4. The significance of religion and spirituality in the novel’s conflict.

5. Comparing Okonkwo’s downfall to the collapse of his society.



Approaching your essay through any of these prompts can lead to insightful
discussions and fresh interpretations.

Why Things Fall Apart Remains Relevant Today

Beyond academic exercises, writing a things fall apart literature essay
reminds us that Achebe’s themes transcend time. The novel’s exploration of
identity, cultural resilience, and the consequences of colonialism resonate
in contemporary conversations about globalization, cultural preservation, and
social change. Engaging with the text invites readers to reflect on the
complexity of history and the human condition.

Whether you’'re a student tackling a class assignment or an avid reader
seeking deeper understanding, exploring Things Fall Apart through a well-
crafted essay can be a rewarding experience. The novel’'s layered storytelling
and rich thematic content offer endless avenues for analysis, making it a
timeless piece of literature worth revisiting again and again.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Things Fall Apart' by
Chinua Achebe?

The main theme of 'Things Fall Apart' is the clash between traditional Igbo
society and the forces of colonialism and change. It explores the impact of
British colonialism and Christian missionary efforts on indigenous culture
and identity.

How does Achebe portray the character of Okonkwo in
'Things Fall Apart'?

Achebe portrays Okonkwo as a complex character who is strong, proud, and
determined to uphold traditional values. However, his fear of weakness and
failure leads to his tragic downfall, symbolizing the struggle between change
and tradition.

What role does colonialism play in 'Things Fall
Apart'?

Colonialism serves as a disruptive force in 'Things Fall Apart,' challenging
and ultimately dismantling the Igbo way of life. The novel highlights the
cultural misunderstandings and conflicts that arise from British imperialism
and missionary activities.



How is masculinity depicted in 'Things Fall Apart'?

Masculinity in 'Things Fall Apart' is closely tied to strength, bravery, and
social status. Okonkwo embodies these ideals, but the novel also critiques
rigid notions of masculinity that contribute to personal and societal
tragedy.

What is the significance of the title 'Things Fall
Apart'?

The title reflects the disintegration of Igbo society under colonial
influence and the personal collapse of Okonkwo's life. It signifies the
broader theme of cultural and social breakdown caused by external forces.

How does Chinua Achebe use proverbs in 'Things Fall
Apart'?

Achebe incorporates Igbo proverbs throughout the novel to convey cultural
wisdom, values, and social norms. Proverbs enrich the narrative by providing
insight into the community’s beliefs and enhancing authenticity.

What is the role of women in 'Things Fall Apart'?

Women in 'Things Fall Apart' occupy important but often subordinate roles
within Igbo society. They are central to family and religious life, and the
novel explores gender dynamics and the limitations placed on women.

How does 'Things Fall Apart' challenge Western
stereotypes about Africa?

The novel challenges Western stereotypes by portraying a complex, organized,
and vibrant African society with its own customs, laws, and moral codes,
countering simplistic and derogatory colonial narratives.

What is the narrative structure of 'Things Fall
Apart'?

The narrative structure is linear and divided into three parts: Okonkwo’s
rise and fall within Igbo society, the arrival of colonial forces, and the
subsequent cultural clash. This structure highlights the transformation and
eventual disintegration of traditional life.

How does 'Things Fall Apart' address the theme of
fate versus free will?

The novel explores fate and free will through Okonkwo's struggles, as his
personal choices and the inevitable forces of change both shape his destiny.



It suggests a tension between individual agency and larger historical forces.

Additional Resources

Things Fall Apart Literature Essay: An In-Depth Exploration of Chinua
Achebe’s Masterpiece

things fall apart literature essay calls for a detailed examination of Chinua
Achebe’s seminal work, a novel that remains a cornerstone in African
literature and postcolonial studies. Since its publication in 1958, Things
Fall Apart has been widely regarded as a profound narrative that captures the
complexities of Igbo society, colonial impact, and the clash of cultures.
This essay delves into the thematic depth, narrative structure, and cultural
significance of Achebe’s work, offering a comprehensive analysis that aligns
with contemporary literary criticism and academic discourse.

Contextualizing Things Fall Apart within
African Literature

Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart is often heralded as the first major
African novel written in English that authentically portrays the pre-colonial
life and the consequences of European colonization on indigenous societies.
The novel’'s setting in late 19th-century Nigeria provides readers with a
vivid depiction of Igbo customs, social hierarchies, and spiritual beliefs
before the advent of British colonial rule. This contextual background is
crucial for understanding the novel’s thematic concerns and Achebe’s intent
to reclaim African narratives from Eurocentric interpretations.

Unlike earlier portrayals of Africa that often depicted the continent as a
primitive or savage place, Things Fall Apart presents a nuanced and
respectful portrait of Igbo culture. Achebe challenges stereotypes by
focusing on the internal dynamics of the community, emphasizing its values,
rituals, and internal conflicts. This approach situates the novel as a
pioneering work in postcolonial literature, opening pathways for other
African writers to explore their heritage and history through indigenous
perspectives.

Thematic Exploration in Things Fall Apart

Tradition versus Change

One of the central themes explored in Things Fall Apart is the tension
between tradition and change. The protagonist, Okonkwo, embodies the struggle



to uphold traditional values amid the transformative forces of colonialism
and Christianity. Okonkwo'’s adherence to rigid masculine ideals and his
resistance to change reflect the broader societal anxieties regarding
cultural preservation.

Achebe’s narrative carefully illustrates that the Igbo society is not static
but dynamic, with its own internal conflicts and adaptability. However, the
arrival of colonial powers and missionaries introduces an external force that
disrupts this equilibrium, leading to cultural disintegration. This theme
invites readers to question the cost of modernization and the consequences of
cultural imperialism.

Masculinity and Identity

Masculinity plays a pivotal role in the novel, shaping Okonkwo’'s identity and
his interactions with others. Achebe portrays Okonkwo as a man obsessed with
strength, honor, and reputation, often to his detriment. His fear of
appearing weak, a trait he associates with his father, drives many of his
decisions, including acts of violence and emotional repression.

Through Okonkwo'’s character, Achebe critiques traditional gender norms and
highlights the psychological burdens imposed by societal expectations. The
novel subtly suggests that rigid masculinity can lead to personal downfall
and social discord, making this theme highly relevant for discussions on
gender roles within and beyond African contexts.

Colonialism and Cultural Conflict

The impact of British colonialism is a dominant force in Things Fall Apart,
marking a turning point in the Igbo community’s history. Achebe depicts
colonialism not merely as a political or economic phenomenon but as a
profound cultural invasion. The novel showcases how missionary efforts and
colonial administration undermine indigenous beliefs, customs, and authority
structures.

Achebe’s portrayal of the cultural clash is neither simplistic nor wholly
condemnatory; rather, it reveals the complexities and contradictions inherent
in such encounters. Some characters embrace the new religion and system for
various reasons, including social mobility and disillusionment with
traditional norms. This nuanced perspective enriches the novel’s commentary
on the multifaceted consequences of colonialism.

Narrative Style and Literary Devices

Achebe’s storytelling technique in Things Fall Apart is marked by a blend of



traditional oral narrative influences and Western novelistic forms. The prose
is straightforward yet evocative, making the novel accessible to a wide
audience while retaining cultural authenticity. Achebe incorporates Igbo
proverbs, folktales, and songs, which serve to deepen the reader’s immersion
into the community’s worldview.

The use of symbolism is prevalent throughout the novel. For instance, the
yam, often referred to as the “king of crops,” symbolizes masculinity,
prosperity, and social status. The title itself, Things Fall Apart, drawn
from W.B. Yeats’'s poem “The Second Coming,” metaphorically captures the
disintegration of Igbo society under colonial pressure.

Characterization and Plot Structure

Okonkwo’s complex characterization drives the novel’s plot, which is divided
into three parts: life before colonial intervention, the arrival of the
missionaries, and the eventual clash leading to tragedy. Achebe’s skillful
character development encourages empathy and critical reflection, avoiding a
one-dimensional portrayal of African life.

Supporting characters such as Nwoye, Okonkwo’s son, and Mr. Brown, the
missionary, represent differing responses to colonialism and change. This
multifaceted representation enriches the narrative, providing multiple
perspectives on the unfolding crisis.

Critical Reception and Academic Perspectives

Since its release, Things Fall Apart has garnered extensive critical
attention. Scholars praise Achebe for his pioneering role in reshaping
African literature and providing a counter-narrative to colonial discourse.
The novel is frequently included in educational curricula worldwide,
reflecting its status as a foundational text.

Critics have engaged with the novel’s themes from various angles, including
postcolonial theory, gender studies, and cultural anthropology. Some debates
focus on Achebe’s portrayal of Igbo society—whether it idealizes or critiques
traditional customs—and the novel’s stance on colonialism’s inevitable
consequences.

Comparative Analysis with Other Postcolonial Works

When compared to contemporaries such as Ngligi wa Thiong'o’'s “A Grain of
Wheat” or Jean Rhys'’s “Wide Sargasso Sea,” Things Fall Apart stands out for
its indigenous voice and early articulation of cultural disruption. While
other postcolonial texts often explore the aftermath of colonization,



Achebe’s novel uniquely foregrounds the moment of encounter, providing a
valuable historical insight.

This positioning makes Things Fall Apart a touchstone for understanding the
broader postcolonial experience, highlighting universal themes of identity,
power, and resistance.

Relevance of Things Fall Apart in Modern
Literary Discourse

Decades after its publication, Things Fall Apart remains relevant in
discussions about cultural identity, globalization, and the legacies of
colonialism. The novel’s insights into the complexities of cultural change
resonate in an increasingly interconnected world where traditional societies
face rapid transformation.

For students and scholars, a things fall apart literature essay offers rich
material to explore questions of narrative authority, historical memory, and
the ethics of representation. Achebe’s work challenges readers to confront
the multifaceted nature of history and the importance of preserving diverse
voices.

By engaging with Things Fall Apart, contemporary readers gain not only an
understanding of Igbo culture and colonial history but also a framework to
analyze ongoing cultural negotiations and conflicts in postcolonial societies
globally.
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things fall apart literature essay: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart David Whittaker,
Mpalive-Hangson Msiska, 2007-11-08 Offering an insight into African culture that had not been
portrayed before, Things Fall Apart is the tragic story of an individual set in the wider context of
colonialism, as well as a powerful and complex political statement of cross-cultural encounters. This
guide offers an accessible introduction to the text and contexts of Things Fall Apart, surveying the
many interpretations of the text from publication to the present and the critical material that
surrounds it.

things fall apart literature essay: Encyclopedia of the Novel Paul Schellinger, 2014-04-08 The
Encyclopedia of the Novel is the first reference book that focuses on the development of the novel
throughout the world. Entries on individual writers assess the place of that writer within the
development of the novel form, explaining why and in exactly what ways that writer is importnant.
Similarly, an entry on an individual novel discusses the importance of that novel not only form,
analyzing the particular innovations that novel has introduced and the ways in which it has
influenced the subsequent course of the genre. A wide range of topic entries explore the history,
criticism, theory, production, dissemination and reception of the novel. A very important component
of the Encyclopedia of the Novel is its long surveys of development of the novel in various regions of
the world.

things fall apart literature essay: Understanding Things Fall Apart Kalu Ogbaa,
1999-01-30 Things Fall Apart is the most widely read and influential African novel. Published in
1958, it has sold more than eight million copies and been translated into fifty languages. African
culture is not familiar to most American readers however, and this casebook provides a wealth of
commentary and original materials that place the novel in its historical, social, and cultural contexts.
Ogbaa, an Igho scholar, has selected a wide variety of historical and firsthand accounts of Igho
history and cultural heritage. These accounts illuminate the historical context and issues relating to
the colonization of Africa by European powers, in particular Britain's colonization of Nigeria.
Fascinating materials bring to light the novel's cultural context—folkways, language and narrative
customs, and traditional Igbo religion. Among the documents included are a slave narrative,
interviews, journal and magazine articles, and historical essays. Each chapter is followed by
questions for class discussion and ideas for student paper topics. A selection of maps and photos of
Igbo culture complement the text. Following a literary analysis, historical documents trace the
European powers' partition of Africa and the creation and colonization of Nigeria, home of the Igho
people. Several chapters on Igho cultural harmony feature materials that explain the Igho view of
the world of humans and the world of the spirits, Igho language, and traditional Igbo religion and
material customs. Selections on the African novelists' novel place Things Fall Apart in the context of
African literature and emphasize the difference between African and Western elements of fiction. A
concluding chapter examines the debate on writing African novels in ex-colonizers' languages. This
casebook will greatly enhance the reader's appreciation of the novel and understanding of Igho
history, society, culture, and civilization.

things fall apart literature essay: #MeToo and Literary Studies Mary K. Holland, Heather
Hewett, 2021-09-23 Literature has always recorded a history of patriarchy, sexual violence, and
resistance. Academics have been using literature to expose and critique this violence and
domination for half a century. But the continued potency of #MeToo after its 2017 explosion adds
new urgency and wider awareness about these issues, while revealing new ways in which rape
culture shapes our everyday lives. This intersectional guide helps readers, students, teachers, and
scholars face and challenge our culture of sexual violence by confronting it through the study of
literature. #MeToo and Literary Studies gathers essays on literature from Ovid to Carmen Maria
Machado, by academics working across the United States and around the world, who offer clear
ways of using our reading, teaching, and critical practices to address rape culture and sexual
violence. It also examines the promise and limitations of the #MeToo movement itself, speaking to
the productive use of social media as well as to the voices that the movement has so far muted. In
uniting diverse voices to enable the #MeToo movement to reshape literary studies, this book is also



committed to the idea that the way we read and write about literature can make real change in the
world.

things fall apart literature essay: Posthumanism and Phenomenology Calley A. Hornbuckle,
Jadwiga S. Smith, William S. Smith, 2022-11-24 This volume investigates the intersection of
phenomenology and posthumanism by rethinking the human and nonhuman specifically with regard
to boredom, isolation, loneliness, and solitude. By closely examining these concepts from
phenomenological, philosophical, and literary perspectives, this diverse collection of essays offers
insights into the human and nonhuman in the absence of the Other and within the postapocalyptic.
Topics of interest include modalities of presence and absence with regard to body, time, beast, and
things; the phenomenology of corporeity; ontopoiesis and the sublime; alienation, absurdity, and
phenomenology of existence; memory, posthistoricity, posthuman nihilism, and posthumanity;
speculative cosmology, cosmic holism, and consciousness; ecophenomenology; and the philosophy of
the aesthetic. These essays parse and probe distinct aspects of the posthuman condition and what it
means to exist in a posthuman world, thereby furthering the vast, rich scope of phenomenological
research and study. This text appeals to students and researchers working in these topics and fields.

things fall apart literature essay: Chinua Achebe Toyin Falola, 2024-10-17 An imaginative,
narratological reading of Chinua Achebe's novels, stories, poetry, and essays through a literary and
historical framework. Toyin Falola analyzes fictional and historical cartographies of Africa in
Achebe's literary works to offer a critical representation of Africa's present and future. In particular,
he focuses on the historical valuation of a full range of the writer's works - novels including Things
Fall Apart, but also short stories, poems, and essays - as important materials that have contributed
to the political events in Nigeria and, by extension, Africa. The raw creativity found in Achebe's
stories and his ability to tell the Nigerian story - precolonial, colonial, and postcolonial - have
endeared him to many, including readers and those critical of him and his works. Chinua Achebe:
Narrating Africa in Fictions and History analyzes all of the writer's works, dwelling on the Nigerian
political context upon which many, if not all, of his narratives lie. As a result, it examines
methodologies of narration and ideologies that allow his works to resonate with the imagination of
Africa.

things fall apart literature essay: Chinua Achebe and the Politics of Narration Thomas
Jay Lynn, 2017-07-18 This book examines vital intersections of narration, linguistic innovation, and
political insight that distinguish Chinua Achebe’s fiction as well as his non-fiction commentaries.
Each chapter focuses on a different aspect of these intersections: Achebe’s narrative response to
Western authors who have written on Africa, his integration of Igho folklore, the political
implications of writing African literature in English, his use of Nigerian Pidgin, and the Nigerian
Civil War. It also addresses the teaching of Achebe’s works. Achebe drew on diverse resources to
offer searching psychological and political insights that contribute not only a decidedly African
political viewpoint to the modern novel, but also a more inclusive narrative consciousness. Achebe’s
adaptations of Igho oral art are intrinsic to his writing’s political engagement because they assert
the integrity and authority of the African voice in a global order defined by colonialism. This book
reveals how his work has helped to restructure a global vision of Africa.

things fall apart literature essay: Political Independence with Linguistic Servitude
Samuel Gyasi Obeng, Beverly Hartford, 2002 This book addresses important issues to the
democratisation and development initiatives of developing countries. In many former colonies, the
government remains centralised, and many in the population are unable to fully participate in its
functioning. A critical difference between being a subject and a citizen is the ability to partake in
governance. Such involvement requires knowledge, literacy, and the availability of literature in local
and national languages. This book challenges policy makers and scholars to find creative ways of
fostering political empowerment through developing language programmes.

things fall apart literature essay: Teaching Literature Using Dialogic Literary
Argumentation Matt Seymour, Theresa Thanos, George E. Newell, David Bloome, 2020-04-23
Introducing a new framework for teaching and learning literature in secondary schools, this book



presents Dialogic Literary Argumentation as an inquiry-based approach to engage students in
communicating and exploring ideas about literature. As a process of discovery, Dialogic Literary
Argumentation facilitates conversation—arguing-to-learn—as a method to support students’ diverse
perspectives and engagement with one another in order to develop individual and collective
understandings of literature and their place in the world. Covering both the theoretical foundation
and application of this method, this book demonstrates how to apply Dialogic Literary
Argumentation to teach literature in a way that foregrounds dialogue, learning through inquiry,
diverse views, listening to others, and engagement with our communities. Ideal for preservice
teachers in literacy methods courses and practicing teachers, it features real-world cases,
discussions of the principles presented, resource lists, and conversation starters for professional
learning communities, professional development, and teacher education.

things fall apart literature essay: Africa and the Americas Richard M. Juang, Noelle
Morrissette, 2008-03-12 This encyclopedia explores the many long-standing influences of Africa and
people of African descent on the culture of the Americas, while tracing the many ways in which the
Americas remain closely interconnected with Africa. Ranging from the 15th century to the present,
Africa and the Americas: Culture, Politics, and History explores the many ways Africa and African
peoples have shaped the cultural life of the Americas—and how, in turn, life in the Americas
reverberates in Africa. This groundbreaking three-volume encyclopedia offers hundreds of
alphabetically organized entries on African history, nations, and peoples plus African-influenced
aspects of life in the Americas. It also features authoritative introductory essays on history, culture
and religion, demography, international relations, economics and trade, and arts and literature. In
doing so, it traces the complex and continuous movement of peoples of African descent to the West,
the mechanics and lingering effects of colonialism and the slave trade, and the crucial issues of
cultural retention and adaptation that are essential to our understanding of the effects of
globalization.

things fall apart literature essay: The Passage of Literature Christopher GoGwilt,
2010-12-29 Joseph Conrad, Jean Rhys, and Pramoedya Ananta Toer are writers renowned for
crafting narratives of great technical skill that resonate with potent truths on the colonial condition.
Yet given the generational and geographical boundaries that separated them, they are seldom
considered in conjunction with one another. The Passage of Literature unites the three in a bracing
comparative study that breaks away from traditional conceptions of modernism, going beyond
temporal periodization and the entrenched Anglo-American framework that undergirds current
scholarship. This study nimbly traces a trio of distinct yet interrelated modernist genealogies.
English modernism as exemplified by Conrad's Malay trilogy is productively paired with the
hallmark work of Indonesian modernism, Pramoedya's Buru quartet. The two novel sequences,
penned years apart, narrate overlapping histories of imperialism in the Dutch East Indies, and both
make opera central for understanding the cultural dynamic of colonial power. Creole
modernism--defined not only by the linguistic diversity of the Caribbean but also by an alternative
vision of literary history--provides a transnational context for reading Rhys's Good Morning,
Midnight and Wide Sargasso Sea, each novel mapped in relation to the colonial English and
postcolonial Indonesian coordinates of Conrad's The Shadow-Line and Pramoedya's This Earth of
Mankind. All three modernisms-English, Creole, and Indonesian-converge in a discussion of the
Indonesian figure of the nyai, a concubine or house servant, who represents the traumatic core of
transnational modernism. Throughout the study, Pramoedya's extraordinary effort to reconstruct the
lost record of Indonesia's emergence as a nation provides a model for reading each fragmentary
passage of literature as part of an ongoing process of decolonizing tradition. Drawing on translated
and un-translated works of fiction and nonfiction, GoGwilt effectively reexamines the roots of
Anglophone modernist studies, thereby laying out the imperatives of a new postcolonial philology
even as he resituates European modernism within the literary, linguistic, and historical context of
decolonization.

things fall apart literature essay: The Columbia Guide to West African Literature in



English Since 1945 Oyekan Owomoyela, 2008-10-21 Composed by a premier scholar of African
literature, this volume is a comprehensive guide to the literary traditions of Gambia, Sierra Leone,
Liberia, Ghana, and Nigeria, five distinct countries bound by their experience with colonialism.
Oyekan Owomoyela begins with an overview of the authors, texts, and historical events that have
shaped the development of postwar Anglophone literatures in this region, exploring shifts in theme
and the role of foreign sponsorship and illuminating recent debates regarding the language, identity,
gender, and social commitments of various authors and their works. His introduction concludes with
a bibliography of key critical texts. The second half of the volume is an alphabetical tour of writers,
publications, concepts, genres, movements, and institutions, with suggested readings for further
research. Entries focus primarily on fiction but also touch on drama and poetry. Featured authors
include Chris Abani, Chinua Achebe, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Cyprian Ekwensi, Uzodinma
Chukuka Iweala, Helen Oyeyemi, and Wole Soyinka. Topics range from the European origins of
African literature and the West African diaspora to the development of an African personality, the
establishment of a regional publishing industry, and the global literary marketplace. Owomoyela also
discusses such influences as the postwar emergence of Onitsha Market Literature, the Mbari Club,
and the importance of the Noma Award. Owomoyela's portrait points to the major impact of West
African literature on the evolution of both African and world literatures in English. Sure to become
the definitive text for research in the field, The Columbia Guide to West African Literature in English
Since 1945 is a vital resource for newcomers as well as for advanced scholars seeking a deeper
understanding of the region's rich literary heritage.

things fall apart literature essay: Encyclopedia of the Essay Tracy Chevalier, 2012-10-12
This groundbreaking new source of international scope defines the essay as nonfictional prose texts
of between one and 50 pages in length. The more than 500 entries by 275 contributors include
entries on nationalities, various categories of essays such as generic (such as sermons, aphorisms),
individual major works, notable writers, and periodicals that created a market for essays, and
particularly famous or significant essays. The preface details the historical development of the essay,
and the alphabetically arranged entries usually include biographical sketch, nationality, era,
selected writings list, additional readings, and anthologies

things fall apart literature essay: AP English Literature & Composition For Dummies®
Geraldine Woods, 2008-02-13 Yes, you can pass the AP English Literature and Composition exam
with ease! Just brush the dust off your thinking cap and get a little help from AP English Literature
and Composition For Dummies. It gets you up to speed on all the topics and themes of the AP exam
in a focused, step-by-step manner. Beginning with an exam overview and ways to get the most out of
an AP English class, this book has it all: long- and short-range planning advice, detailed chapters
that discuss the four main literary genres, and two full-length practice exams — complete with
detailed answer explanations and scoring guides. It helps you perfect the skills you need to get your
best possible score. Two bonus appendixes provide a full list of teacher-recommended titles to
choose from for the open-ended essay, as well as a quick grammar review to address the
fundamentals of superior essay writing. Discover how to: Get familiar with the exam format and the
types of questions you'll face Figure out what the questions are really asking Maximize your score
on multiple-choice questions Write effectively and eloquently about poetry, prose, and drama
Prepare for paired passages and craft a clever open-ended essay Annotate poetry and prose like an
expert Passing the AP English Literature and Composition exam doesn’t have to be torture. Get AP
English Literature and Composition For Dummies and find out how easy it can be.

things fall apart literature essay: Literature and Politics Today M. Keith Booker, 2015-03-10
Focusing on the intersection of literature and politics since the beginning of the 20th century, this
book examines authors, historical figures, major literary and political works, national literatures, and
literary movements to reveal the intrinsic links between literature and history. Literary works have
often engaged political issues, and many political writings give close attention to literary concerns.
This encyclopedia explores the complex relationship between literature and politics through detailed
entries written by expert contributors on authors, historical figures, major literary and political



works, national literatures, and literary movements, covering specific themes, concepts, and genres
related to literature and politics from the 20th century to the present. The work covers cover
authors that include Margaret Atwood, James Baldwin, Philip K. Dick, W.E.B. Du Bois, William
Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway, Jack London, Toni Morrison, George Orwell, John Steinbeck, and
Virginia Woolf, just to mention a few. International in scope, Literature and Politics Today: The
Political Nature of Modern Fiction, Poetry, and Drama covers writing ranging from the beginning of
the 20th century to the present, with special emphasis on works written in English. The content of
the some 150 alphabetically arranged entries is ideal for high school students working on
assignments involving literature to explore such current yet historically ongoing social issues as
censorship and propaganda. This book is appropriate for public libraries where it will serve to
support student research and to help general readers learn more about enduring political concerns
through literary works. Academic libraries will find this reference a valuable guide for
undergraduates studying literature, history, political science, law, and other disciplines.

things fall apart literature essay: The Chinua Achebe Encyclopedia M. Keith Booker,
2003-12-30 Several hundred A-Z entries cover Achebe's major works, important characters and
settings, key concepts and issues, and more. Though best known as a novelist, Achebe is also a
critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically arranged
entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's major works of fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry. Entries are written by expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies.
The volume also provides a general bibliography and chronology. Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe is
widely regarded as the most important of the numerous African novelists who gained global
attention in the second half of the 20th century. Achebe is certainly the African writer best known in
the West, and his first novel, Things Fall Apart, is a founding text of postcolonial African literature
and regarded as one of the central works of world literature of the last 50 years. Though best known
as a novelist, Achebe is also a critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a
comprehensive and authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred
alphabetically arranged entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's
major works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Other topics include all of his major fictional
characters and settings, important concepts and issues central to his writings, historical persons,
places, and events relevant to his works, and influential texts by other writers. Entries are written by
expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies. The volume also provides a general
bibliography and chronology.

things fall apart literature essay: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart Isidore Okpewho, 2003
Chinua Achebe is Africa's most prominent writer, and Things Fall Apart (1958) is the most renowned
and widely-read African novel in the global literary canon. The essays collected in this casebook
explore the work's artistic, multicultural, and global significance from a variety of critical
perspectives.

things fall apart literature essay: Resources in Education , 1994

things fall apart literature essay: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1996 Achebe's
masterpiece tells the story of Okonkwo, strongman of an Ibo village in Nigeria, as he witnesses the
destruction of his culture and the loss of his own place within it. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights
reserved.
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