vermeer girl in hyacinth blue

**Vermeer Girl in Hyacinth Blue: Exploring the Mystery and Beauty Behind the Masterpiece**

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue evokes images of delicate brushstrokes, serene beauty, and a
timeless allure that has fascinated art lovers for centuries. This phrase not only refers to one of the
most captivating paintings attributed to the Dutch Golden Age but also brings to mind the novel
*Girl in Hyacinth Blue* by Susan Vreeland, which explores the fictional history of a mysterious
Vermeer painting. Whether you're an art enthusiast, a literature lover, or simply curious about the
story behind this enigmatic artwork, there’s much to discover about the girl in hyacinth blue and the
legacy of Johannes Vermeer.

The Enigmatic Girl in Hyacinth Blue: Who Was She?

Johannes Vermeer, one of the most celebrated Dutch painters of the 17th century, is renowned for
his masterful use of light and color. His portraits often depict quiet, introspective moments, with
women in domestic settings captured in stunning detail. The “girl in hyacinth blue” refers to a
painting attributed to Vermeer that features a young woman dressed in a striking blue garment, with
a soft and contemplative expression.

Vermeer’s Signature Style and Use of Color

One hallmark of Vermeer’s technique was his meticulous layering of paint to create luminous effects,
especially in his use of blues. The pigment ultramarine, derived from lapis lazuli, was both expensive
and prized during Vermeer’s time, and the presence of such vibrant blue hues in his paintings
signals the importance of the subject. The hyacinth blue dress in the painting not only serves as a
focal point but also adds a sense of depth and richness, inviting viewers to linger on the subtle
interaction of light and texture.

The Mystery Surrounding the Painting’s Origins

Unlike some of Vermeer’s other famous works, the “girl in hyacinth blue” does not have a well-
documented provenance. This lack of historical clarity adds to the painting’s mystique and has
inspired fiction and speculation alike. Susan Vreeland’s novel imagines the journey of this painting
through various owners and moments in history, weaving a narrative that connects art, memory, and
human experience.

Vermeer Girl in Hyacinth Blue in Literature and
Popular Culture

The phrase “vermeer girl in hyacinth blue” gained renewed interest with the publication of Susan



Vreeland’s *Girl in Hyacinth Blue*, a novel that blends art history with human drama. This literary
work uses the painting as a central motif, exploring how a single piece of art can influence different
lives across centuries.

The Novel’s Impact on Art Appreciation

Vreeland’s novel invites readers to consider the stories behind paintings — not just as static images
but as living artifacts that carry emotional weight. Each chapter reveals a new owner of the painting,
each with their own personal struggles and joys. This approach helps demystify the art world and
makes Vermeer’s work accessible and relatable to a wider audience.

How the Painting Inspires Modern Artists

Beyond literature, the girl in hyacinth blue continues to inspire contemporary artists and designers.
The painting’s elegant simplicity and vibrant color palette have influenced fashion, interior design,
and photography. The iconic blue dress has become a symbol of classic beauty and artistic
excellence, often referenced in various creative fields.

Understanding Vermeer’s Artistic Techniques Through
the Girl in Hyacinth Blue

For those interested in the technical aspects of Vermeer’s work, the painting offers a rich case
study. Vermeer’s skillful manipulation of light and shadow, along with his precise brushwork,
demonstrates why his paintings remain so captivating.

The Use of Light and Shadow

One of Vermeer’s signature techniques was his ability to capture natural light as it fell softly across
his subjects. In the “girl in hyacinth blue,” the interplay of light highlights the texture of the fabric
and the delicate features of the young woman'’s face. This subtle illumination creates a sense of
intimacy and realism that draws viewers into the scene.

Layering and Pigments

Vermeer’s use of ultramarine blue was not only aesthetically striking but also technically innovative.
He layered thin glazes of this pigment to achieve depth and luminosity, something that modern art
historians and conservators continue to study. Understanding these techniques can provide valuable
insights for artists seeking to emulate or learn from the Old Masters.



Where to See the Girl in Hyacinth Blue Today

For those eager to experience the beauty of Vermeer’s work firsthand, tracking down the “girl in
hyacinth blue” can be challenging due to its elusive history and questions of attribution. However,
many of Vermeer’s paintings are housed in major museums worldwide.

Famous Vermeer Paintings Worth Visiting

While the exact painting known as the “girl in hyacinth blue” may not be on public display, other
Vermeer masterpieces such as *Girl with a Pearl Earring* and *The Milkmaid* are accessible in
institutions like the Mauritshuis in The Hague and the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. Visiting these
museums offers a glimpse into Vermeer’s world and allows art lovers to appreciate his unique style
and technique.

Virtual Exhibitions and Online Resources

For those unable to travel, many museums and galleries now offer virtual tours and high-resolution
images of Vermeer’s work. Websites dedicated to Dutch Golden Age painting provide extensive
information and interactive tools to explore the nuances of his art, including the famed blue hues
that characterize the girl in hyacinth blue.

Tips for Appreciating Vermeer’s Work and the Girl in
Hyacinth Blue

If you're new to Vermeer or want to deepen your appreciation for his paintings, including the girl in
hyacinth blue, here are some helpful tips:

e Observe the Details: Vermeer’s paintings are filled with subtle textures and tiny elements
that tell stories. Take your time to notice the light reflections, the folds in the fabric, and the
expressions on the faces.

¢ Learn About the Historical Context: Understanding the Dutch Golden Age, the role of
women in society, and the significance of certain objects in the paintings can add layers of
meaning to your viewing experience.

¢ Explore Color Symbolism: The choice of blue, especially hyacinth blue, often symbolized
wealth, purity, or even melancholy. Reflecting on these themes enriches your connection to the
art.

¢ Read Related Literature: Books like *Girl in Hyacinth Blue* offer imaginative narratives that
bring the paintings to life through human stories and historical perspectives.



The Lasting Legacy of Vermeer and His Girl in Hyacinth
Blue

The allure of the vermeer girl in hyacinth blue lies not only in its visual beauty but also in the layers
of history, mystery, and emotion it embodies. Through the ages, Vermeer’s art has transcended its
original moment, inviting viewers and readers alike to explore the intersections of art, life, and
memory.

Whether encountered in a museum, a novel, or an online gallery, the girl in hyacinth blue continues
to captivate hearts and minds, reminding us of the enduring power of art to connect us across time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Girl in Hyacinth Blue' by Vermeer?

'Girl in Hyacinth Blue' is a fictional novel by Susan Vreeland inspired by the style and themes of
Johannes Vermeer's paintings, specifically focusing on a fictional Vermeer painting called 'Girl in
Hyacinth Blue.' It explores the painting's impact through various owners over time.

Is 'Girl in Hyacinth Blue' an actual Vermeer painting?

No, 'Girl in Hyacinth Blue' is a fictional painting created by author Susan Vreeland for her novel.
While inspired by Vermeer's style, the painting itself does not exist in reality.

What themes are explored in 'Girl in Hyacinth Blue' by Susan
Vreeland?

The novel explores themes such as the power of art, the passage of time, the connection between
people and objects, and how a painting can influence different lives across centuries.

How does 'Girl in Hyacinth Blue' reflect Vermeer's artistic
style?

The fictional painting and descriptions in the novel reflect Vermeer’s use of light, color, and intimate
domestic scenes, capturing the delicate and serene qualities typical of his work.

Why is the color hyacinth significant in the title 'Girl in
Hyacinth Blue'?

Hyacinth blue refers to a vivid shade of blue often used in Vermeer’s paintings, symbolizing purity,
tranquility, and depth, which enhances the emotional and aesthetic impact of the fictional painting.



Can 'Girl in Hyacinth Blue' by Susan Vreeland help readers
appreciate Vermeer’s real works?

Yes, the novel provides insight into Vermeer’s artistic techniques and historical context, encouraging
readers to explore and appreciate the beauty and significance of his real paintings.

Additional Resources

Vermeer Girl in Hyacinth Blue: An Artistic Exploration and Literary Tribute

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue encapsulates a unique intersection of visual art and literature,
inviting both art historians and literary enthusiasts to explore the layers of meaning surrounding this
evocative painting. The phrase commonly refers to a fictional Vermeer painting central to Susan
Vreeland’s acclaimed novel *Girl in Hyacinth Blue*, which intertwines the mystique of Johannes
Vermeer’s artistic mastery with a series of imagined narratives across centuries. This article delves
into the significance of the Vermeer girl in hyacinth blue, examining its artistic context, literary
interpretation, and cultural impact.

Understanding the Vermeer Girl in Hyacinth Blue

Johannes Vermeer, a Dutch Baroque painter from the 17th century, is celebrated for his meticulous
use of light and color, often encapsulating intimate domestic scenes. The “Girl in Hyacinth Blue,”
although not a confirmed historical painting by Vermeer, captures the essence of his style through
the novel’s imaginative lens. Vreeland’s work acts as a homage to Vermeer’s technique and thematic
concerns, offering readers a multifaceted perspective on the symbolic and emotional power
embedded in art.

The fictional painting depicts a young woman with striking blue attire, the hyacinth blue dress
lending both its name and aura. The color itself is significant in art history, often symbolizing
tranquility, nobility, and spiritual depth. The allure of the girl, combined with the vibrancy of the
blue, evokes a timeless quality that bridges the gap between the seventeenth century and modern
sensibilities.

Artistic Elements Associated with Vermeer’s Style

The so-called Vermeer girl in hyacinth blue mirrors several hallmark features of Vermeer’s oeuvre:

e Use of Light: Vermeer was renowned for his masterful manipulation of natural light, often
streaming softly through windows to create a serene atmosphere. The “girl in hyacinth blue” is
imagined to embody this same luminous quality, with the blue fabric reflecting light in a way
that highlights its texture and form.

e Intimate Portraiture: Vermeer’s portraits often capture candid moments, infusing them with
a quiet introspection. The girl’s expression, poised between innocence and contemplation,



resonates with this style.

e Color Symbolism: The prominence of blue in the painting aligns with Vermeer’s frequent use
of ultramarine pigment, derived from lapis lazuli, which was both expensive and symbolically
rich during his time.

These artistic nuances are critical when analyzing how the fictional painting serves as a connective
tissue between the visual and narrative arts.

Literary Analysis: The Role of the Girl in Hyacinth Blue
in Susan Vreeland’s Novel

Susan Vreeland’s *Girl in Hyacinth Blue* is structured as a series of vignettes, each revealing the
fictional painting’s journey through various owners and historical periods. This narrative strategy
elevates the painting beyond a mere object; it becomes a vessel of memory, emotion, and human
experience.

Symbolism and Themes

The painting’s symbolic resonance is multifaceted:

e Transience of Beauty: The girl’s enduring image contrasts with the impermanence of her
surroundings and the lives of those who encounter her.

e Art as a Witness: Each chapter imbues the painting with new meanings, portraying art as a
silent observer of history, culture, and personal stories.

e Connection Across Time: The fictional painting links disparate characters and epochs,
emphasizing the timeless quality of art.

This layered symbolism reflects Vermeer’s real-life impact, where his relatively few works continue
to inspire reinterpretation and emotional engagement centuries later.

Character Development Through the Painting

In the novel, the girl in hyacinth blue is not merely a subject but a catalyst for character
development. Owners of the painting reflect on their lives, often uncovering hidden desires, regrets,
or hopes through their interaction with the artwork. This technique allows Vreeland to explore
themes of longing, loss, and redemption, anchored by the painting’s mysterious presence.



Cultural and Art Historical Impact

The concept of the Vermeer girl in hyacinth blue has transcended literature, influencing
contemporary art discourse and popular appreciation of Vermeer’s legacy. By fictionalizing a
Vermeer painting, Vreeland invites readers to reconsider the emotional power of art beyond
historical authenticity.

Comparisons with Actual Vermeer Paintings

Although the girl in hyacinth blue is fictional, it shares striking similarities with notable Vermeer
works such as *Girl with a Pearl Earring* and *The Milkmaid*. These paintings:

e Feature young women in moments of introspection

e Utilize distinct color palettes that emphasize natural light

¢ Invoke a sense of mystery and narrative ambiguity

These parallels enhance the credibility of the fictional painting within the novel, allowing readers to
immerse themselves in an authentic-seeming Vermeer experience.

Pros and Cons of Fictionalizing Art in Literature

Exploring art through fictional narratives like *Girl in Hyacinth Blue* presents both advantages and
challenges:

e Pros: Introduces a broader audience to art history, enriches interpretation by adding narrative
depth, and humanizes art by connecting it to personal stories.

¢ Cons: Risks blurring lines between historical fact and fiction, potentially misleading readers
about authentic artworks or artists’ intentions.

Nonetheless, the novel has been widely praised for its respectful and insightful treatment of
Vermeer’s artistic spirit.

SEO Considerations and Keywords Integration

For digital audiences seeking information on the vermeer girl in hyacinth blue, it is essential to
incorporate relevant keywords and semantic variants naturally. Terms such as “Johannes Vermeer



paintings,” “Girl in Hyacinth Blue novel,” “Vermeer art style,” “Dutch Baroque painting,” and “Susan
Vreeland artwork interpretation” enhance search visibility while maintaining readability.

Additionally, phrases like “fictional Vermeer painting” and “art inspired literary works” help to
contextualize the topic for users interested in both art history and literary analysis.

Strategies for Effective SEO Content on This Topic

e Integrate keywords in headers and body text without forced repetition
e Use descriptive language to enrich content depth and user engagement
e Include comparisons and cross-references to related artworks and themes

e Maintain an authoritative and investigative tone to appeal to scholarly audiences

Such measures ensure that content about the vermeer girl in hyacinth blue appeals to both casual
readers and academic researchers, fostering a well-rounded understanding of the subject.

The enduring fascination with the vermeer girl in hyacinth blue, both as a fictional artifact and as a
symbol of artistic transcendence, continues to inspire dialogue at the intersection of art and
narrative. Through detailed analysis and careful exploration, the painting—though
imagined—remains a compelling focal point for appreciating Vermeer’s influence and the power of
storytelling in art history.

Vermeer Girl In Hyacinth Blue
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vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Girl in Hyacinth Blue Susan Vreeland, 2000-10-13 The
ownership of a supposed Vermeer painting is traced back to the moment of its inspiration; and as
the painting moves through each owner's hands, what was long hidden or forgotten or repressed
quietly surfaces. Like Vermeer's paintings, this bestselling novel illuminates the poignantly dear
moments in people's lives.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Girl in Hyacinth Blue Susan Vreeland, 2000 Eight linked stories
tracing the history of a painting by the 17th century Dutch artist, Vermeer. In one, he paints his
daughter to pay off debts, a second story describes the loss of the ownership papers, a third takes
place on the eve of its theft by the Nazis. By the author of What Love Sees.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Girl in Hyacinth Blue Susan Vreeland, 2012-03-18 This New
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York Times bestseller explores the life and many owners of an imaginary Vermeer painting in an
“impressive debut collection” of linked stories (Publishers Weekly). A Dutch painting of a young girl
survives three and a half centuries of loss, flood, anonymity, theft, secrecy, and even the Holocaust.
This is the story of its owners whose lives are influenced by its beauty and mystery. Despite their
many troubles and unsatisfied longings, the girl in hyacinth blue has the power to inspire love in all
its human variety. This luminous story begins in the present day, when a professor invites a
colleague to his home to see a painting that he has kept secret for decades. The professor swears it
is a Vermeer—but why has he hidden this important work for so long? The reasons unfold in a series
of events that trace the ownership of the painting back to World War II and Amsterdam, and still
further back to the moment of the work’s inspiration. As the painting moves through each owner’s
hands, what was long hidden quietly surfaces, illuminating poignant moments in multiple lives.
Susan Vreeland’s characters remind us, through their love of this mysterious painting, how beauty
transforms and why we reach for it, what lasts and what in our lives is singular and unforgettable.
“Vreeland’s book is a work of art.” —New York Post

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Writing Vermeer Lilly Manon Davalan, 2019

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Constructing a World Martha Tuck Rozett, 2012-02-01 Taking
its title from Umberto Eco's postscript to The Name of the Rose, the novel that inaugurated the New
Historical Fiction in the early 1980s, Constructing the World provides a guide to the genre's defining
characteristics. It also serves as a lively account of the way Shakespeare, Marlowe, Raleigh, Queen
Elizabeth I, and their contemporaries have been depicted by such writers as Anthony Burgess,
George Garrett, Patricia Finney, Barry Unsworth, and Rosalind Miles. Innovative historical novels
written during the past two or three decades have transformed the genre, producing some
extraordinary bestsellers as well as less widely read serious fiction. Shakespearean scholar Martha
Tuck Rozett engages in an ongoing conversation about the genre of historical fiction, drawing
attention to the metacommentary contained in Afterwords or Historical Notes; the imaginative
reconstruction of the diction and mentality of the past; the way Shakespearean phrases, names, and
themes are appropriated; and the counterfactual scenarios writers invent as they reinvent the past.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Spellbinder Melanie Rawn, 2007-08-28 The small and discrete
community of witches and wizards who make New York City their home, including successful writer
Holly McClure, must use their magic to protect the city when a black coven threatens to unleash its
terror.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Enchanted Objects Allan Hepburn, 2010-01-01 Enchanted
Objects investigates the relationship between visual art and contemporary fiction, addressing the
problems that arise when paintings, deluxe books, porcelains, or statues are represented in
contemporary novels. The distinction between objects and art objects depends on aesthetics. While
some objects are authenticated through museum exhibits, others are hidden, broken, neglected,
coveted, hoarded, or salvaged. Allan Hepburn asks four broad questions about aesthetics and value:
What is a detail in visual art? Is all art ornamental? Does the value of an object increase because it is
fragile? What defines ugliness? Contemporary novels, such as Tracy Chevalier's Girl with a Pearl
Earring, Barry Unsworth's Stone Virgin, and Bruce Chatwin's Utz offer implicit answers to these
questions while critiquing museums and the determination to invest objects with value through
display. Addressing current debates in museum studies, cultural studies, art history, and literary
criticism, Enchanted Objects develops an extensive theory of how contemporary literature engages
with and relates to aesthetic objects.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Writing and Filming the Painting Laura M. Sager Eidt,
2008-01-01 This innovative interdisciplinary study compares the uses of painting in literary texts and
films. In developing a framework of four types of ekphrasis, the author argues for the expansion of
the concept of ekphrasis by demonstrating its applicability as interpretive tool to films about the
visual arts and artists. Analyzing selected works of art by Goya, Rembrandt, and Vermeer and their
ekphrastic treatment in various texts and films, this book examines how the medium of ekphrasis
affects the representation of the visual arts in order to show what the differences imply about issues



such as gender roles and the function of art for the construction of a personal or social identity.
Because of its highly cross-disciplinary nature, this book is of interest not only to scholars of
literature and aesthetics, but also for scholars of film studies. By providing an innovative approach
to discussing non-documentary films about artists, the author shows that ekphrasis is a useful tool
for exploring both aesthetic concerns and ideological issues in film. This study also addresses art
historians as it deals with the reception of major artists in European literature and film throughout
the 20th century.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Art and the Artist in Society Jane Elizabeth Alberdeston,
Elsa Luciano Feal, José Jiménez-Justiniano, 2013-07-16 Art and Artist in Society is a compilation of
essays that examine the nexus between artists, the art they create and society. These essays
consider how art has changed its form and role both to accommodate newer trends and to fully
participate in society. Divided into six thematic sections, the book examines the works of a diverse
group of artists working in a range of art forms, such as writers Milan Kundera and Judith Ortiz
Cofer, filmmakers Humberto Solas and Walter Salles, performers/photographer Daniel Joseph
Martinez and feminist-activists Suzanne Lacy and Leslie Labowitz. The analyses of the work of these
artists and other artists offer readers an opportunity to explore a number of important issues in art
today, such as the representation of the Other, the exploration of alternative sources of knowledge
and the construction of the self. For the array of works it analyzes, this book offers fascinating
insights into the art and the artists of the 20th and 21st centuries.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Rick Steves Amsterdam & the Netherlands Rick Steves,
2015-04-14 You can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you really need to know when traveling in
Amsterdam. With this guide, immerse your self in the culture of Amsterdam as you stroll along
canals and saunter through the red light district. Bike through historic streets to grand museums
where you will in the work of the great Dutch Masters. For dinner, sample fine fresh seafood, or stop
at a coffee shop for some extra local flavor. Rick's candid, humorous advice will guide you to
good-value hotels and restaurants. He'll help you plan where to go and what to see, depending on
the length of your trip. You'll get up-to-date recommendations about what is worth your time and
money. More than just reviews and directions, a Rick Steves guidebook is a tour guide in your
pocket. This first edition guide replaces Rick Steves' Amsterdam, Bruges & Brussels, ISBN
9781612385433.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Writing the Breakout Novel Donald Maass, 2002-08-01 Take
your fiction to the next level! Maybe you're a first-time novelist looking for practical guidance.
Maybe you've already been published, but your latest effort is stuck in mid-list limbo. Whatever the
case may be, author and literary agent Donald Maass can show you how to take your prose to the
next level and write a breakout novel - one that rises out of obscurity and hits the best-seller lists.
Maass details the elements that all breakout novels share - regardless of genre - then shows you
writing techniques that can make your own books stand out and succeed in a crowded marketplace.
You'll learn to: ¢ establish a powerful and sweeping sense of time and place * weave subplots into
the main action for a complex, engrossing story ¢ create larger-than-life characters that step right
off the page ¢ explore universal themes that will interest a broad audience of readers ¢ sustain a
high degree of narrative tension from start to finish ¢ develop an inspired premise that sets your
novel apart from the competition Then, using examples from the recent works of several best-selling
authors - including novelist Anne Perry - Maass illustrates methods for upping the ante in every
aspect of your novel writing. You'll capture the eye of an agent, generate publisher interest and lay
the foundation for a promising career.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Art + Travel Europe Museyon Guides, 2010-03-01 Van Gogh,
Munch, Vermeer, Caravaggio, and Goya are five iconic European artists whose inspirational works
have been obsessed over by art lovers and travelers for years. To see masterpieces such as Starry
Night and The Scream up close is awe-inspiring, but this guide offers true devotees even more. The
book provides detailed walking tours of Van Gogh's Arles, France; Munch's Oslo, Norway; Vermeer's
Delft, Netherlands; Caravaggio's Rome, Italy; and Goya's Madrid, Spain; as well as meticulously



researched articles on the artists' lives. It is packed with useful sidebars, suggested itineraries,
museum locations, and an extended index of artwork, and features color photographs of more than
150 paintings.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Lisette's List Susan Vreeland, 2015-06-23 From Susan
Vreeland, bestselling author of such acclaimed novels as Girl in Hyacinth Blue, Luncheon of the
Boating Party, and Clara and Mr. Tiffany, comes a richly imagined story of a woman'’s awakening in
the south of Vichy France—to the power of art, to the beauty of provincial life, and to love in the
midst of war. In 1937, young Lisette Roux and her husband, André, move from Paris to a village in
Provence to care for André’s grandfather Pascal. Lisette regrets having to give up her dream of
becoming a gallery apprentice and longs for the comforts and sophistication of Paris. But as she
soon discovers, the hilltop town is rich with unexpected pleasures. Pascal once worked in the nearby
ochre mines and later became a pigment salesman and frame maker; while selling his pigments in
Paris, he befriended Pissarro and Cézanne, some of whose paintings he received in trade for his
frames. Pascal begins to tutor Lisette in both art and life, allowing her to see his small collection of
paintings and the Provencal landscape itself in a new light. Inspired by Pascal’s advice to “Do the
important things first,” Lisette begins a list of vows to herself (#4. Learn what makes a painting
great). When war breaks out, André goes off to the front, but not before hiding Pascal’s paintings to
keep them from the Nazis’ reach. With German forces spreading across Europe, the sudden fall of
Paris, and the rise of Vichy France, Lisette sets out to locate the paintings (#11. Find the paintings
in my lifetime). Her search takes her through the stunning French countryside, where she befriends
Marc and Bella Chagall, who are in hiding before their flight to America, and acquaints her with the
land, her neighbors, and even herself in ways she never dreamed possible. Through joy and tragedy,
occupation and liberation, small acts of kindness and great acts of courage, Lisette learns to forgive
the past, to live robustly, and to love again. Praise for Lisette’s List “Vreeland’s love of painters and
painting, her meticulous research and pitch-perfect descriptive talents . . . are abundantly evident in
her new novel.”—The Washington Post “This historical novel’s . . . great strength is its lovingly
detailed setting. . . . Readers will enjoy lingering in the sun-dappled, fruit-scented Provencal
landscape that Vreeland brings to life.”—The Boston Globe

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Historical Romance Fiction Lisa Fletcher, 2016-04-22 The first
book-length study of romance novels to focus on issues of sexuality rather than gender, Historical
Romance Fiction moves the ongoing debate about the value and appeal of heterosexual romance
onto new ground, testing the claims of cutting-edge critical theorists on everything from popular
classics by Georgette Heyer, to recent 'bodice rippers,' to historical fiction by John Fowles and A.S.
Byatt. Beginning with her nomination of 'I love you' as the romance novel's defining speech act, Lisa
Fletcher engages closely with speech-act theory and recent studies of performativity. The range of
texts serves to illustrate Fletcher's definition of historical romance as a fictional mode dependent on
the force and familiarity of the speech act, 'I love you', and permits Fletcher to provide a detailed
account of the genre's history and development in both its popular and 'literary' manifestations.
Written from a feminist and anti-homophobic perspective, Fletcher's subtle arguments about the
romantic speech act serve to demonstrate the genre's dependence on repetition (‘Romance can only
quote') and the shaky ground on which the romance's heterosexual premise rests. Her exploration of
the subgenre of cross-dressing novels is especially revealing in this regard. With its deft mix of
theoretical arguments and suggestive close readings, Fletcher's book will appeal to specialists in
genre, speech act and performativity theory, and gender studies.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, Second
Edition Joyce G. Saricks, 2009-01-01 Experienced librarian and coach Ruth Metz outlines a focused
and results-oriented plan for achieving the best results from staff members through a coaching style
of management.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Byron, Sully, and the Power of Portraiture John Clubbe,
2017-11-28 Since the early nineteenth century, Byron, the man and his image, have captured the
hearts and minds of untold legions of people of all political and social stripes in Britain, Europe,



America, and around the world. This book focuses on the history and cultural significance for
Federal America of the only portrait of Byron known to have been painted by a major artist. In
private hands from 1826 until this day, Thomas Sully's Byron has never before been the subject of
scholarly study. Beginning with his discovery of the portrait in 1999 and a 200-year narrative of the
portrait's provenance and its relation to other well-known Byron portraits, the author discusses the
work within the broad context of British and American portraiture of the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. Receiving most attention are Thomas Lawrence and Sully, his American
counterpart. The author gives the fullest account to date of Sully's career and his relation to English
influences and to figures prominent in the early-nineteenth-century American imagination, among
them, Washington, Fanny Kemble, Lafayette, Joseph Bonaparte, and Nicholas Biddle. Byron is
discussed as an icon of the young American Republic whose Jubilee year coincided with Sully's initial
work on the poet's portrait. Later chapters offer a close reading of the portrait, arguing that Sully
has given a visual interpretation truly worthy of his celebrated, controversial, and famously
handsome subject.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction Joyce G.
Saricks, 2009 This revised edition provides a way of understanding the vast universe of genre fiction
in an easy-to-use format. Expert readers' advisor Joyce Saricks offers groundbreaking
reconsideration of the connections among genres.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: The Vermeer Interviews Bob Raczka, 2010-01-01 In this
innovative look at seven paintings by Jan Vermeer, author Bob Raczka takes on the role of
interviewer and the people in the paintings become his willing subjects. From The Milkmaid to The
Geographer, Raczka teases out fascinating details about these gorgeous works of art and their
mysterious creator. As you might imagine, after more than three hundred years of silence, the
characters inside these paintings have much to share.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: Routledge Library Editions: Lord Byron Various, 2021-02-25
This set reissues 7 books on the Romantic poet Lord Byron originally published between 1957 and
2005. The volumes examine Byron'’s poetry, his poetic development, and his social and private life.
Lord Byron'’s epic satiric poem Don Juan is examined by some of the leading scholars of
Romanticism.

vermeer girl in hyacinth blue: The Book That Changed My Life Roxanne ]J. Coady, Joy
Johannessen, 2007-10-18 Now in paperback, a delightful collection of essays on the transformative
power of reading In The Book That Changed My Life, our most admired writers, doctors, professors,
religious leaders, politicians, chefs, and CEO s share the books that mean the most to them. For
Doris Kearns Goodwin it was Barbara Tuchman's The Guns of August, which inspired her to enter a
field, history writing, traditionally reserved for men. For Jacques Pépin it was The Myth of Sisyphus,
which taught him the importance of personal responsibility, dignity, and goodness in the midst of
existentialist France. A testament to the life-altering importance of literature, this book inspires us
to return to old favorites and seek out new treasures. All proceeds go to The Read to Grow
Foundation, which partners with urban hospitals to provide books and literacy information to
newborns and their families.
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