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African Waist Beads History: A Journey Through Tradition and Culture

african waist beads history is a fascinating exploration into one of Africa’s
most enduring symbols of femininity, beauty, and cultural identity. These
delicate strands of beads, worn around the waist, have transcended time and
geography, holding deep significance in various African communities. While
today they are celebrated globally as a fashion statement and a form of self-
expression, the origins and meanings behind waist beads run much deeper than
aesthetics.

The Origins of African Waist Beads

The history of African waist beads dates back thousands of years. They are
believed to have originated in ancient Egypt and other parts of West Africa,
where they served multiple purposes beyond decoration. The beads were
meticulously crafted from materials such as glass, stones, metals, and
natural seeds, each choice of material carrying its own symbolism and power.

In many African cultures, waist beads were not just ornamental but were
imbued with spiritual and social significance. They were commonly worn by
women as symbols of fertility, sensuality, and social status. The beads were
often gifted to young girls during puberty rites as a marker of their
transition into womanhood, acting as a rite of passage that connected them to
their heritage and ancestors.

Waist Beads as a Rite of Passage

The coming-of-age ceremonies in many African societies involve the gifting
and wearing of waist beads, which symbolize a girl’s readiness for adulthood
and marriage. These beads were sometimes blessed by elders or spiritual
leaders, believed to hold protective qualities against negative energies or
harm.

Moreover, in some regions, the number of beads or the colors used could
communicate specific messages about the wearer’s family background, marital
status, or intentions. For instance, certain vibrant colors like red could
represent passion or fertility, while blue might signify protection or
healing.

Cultural Significance Across Different African



Regions

The tradition of wearing waist beads is widespread across the continent but
varies distinctly from one culture to another. Each ethnic group has woven
its own customs, meanings, and styles into the practice, making waist beads a
rich tapestry of African cultural diversity.

West African Traditions

In countries like Nigeria, Ghana, and Senegal, waist beads have been an
integral part of women’s adornment for centuries. Among the Yoruba people of
Nigeria, waist beads, known as “Ileke,” are treasured for their beauty and
symbolism. They are often handmade, passed down through generations, and
considered family heirlooms.

Ghanaian women also use waist beads not only for beauty but as a tool for
body shaping and weight management. Because the beads don’t stretch, any
change in waist size can be felt through the beads, serving as a natural
gauge for fitness.

North African and Egyptian Influences

In ancient Egypt, waist beads were associated with royalty and high status.
Archaeological findings have uncovered intricately designed beads believed to
possess magical properties and linked to the goddess Isis, a symbol of
fertility and motherhood. The beads were often worn by queens and noblewomen,
emphasizing their prestige and divine connection.

East and Southern Africa

While less common than in West Africa, waist beads are also found in some
East African communities. Here, they can be part of marriage ceremonies or
used to enhance beauty during festivals and dances. In South Africa, certain
indigenous groups incorporate waist beads into traditional attire,
celebrating their heritage through vibrant colors and patterns.

The Symbolism and Meanings Behind Waist Beads

African waist beads are much more than mere accessories; they are deeply
symbolic and personal. Their meanings can vary widely depending on the
wearer’s culture, intentions, and personal journey.



Fertility and Womanhood

Traditionally, waist beads signify fertility and the blossoming of womanhood.
Young girls receive them as gifts to mark puberty, signaling their readiness
for womanly responsibilities. Wearing these beads can also be a form of
honoring one’s femininity and embracing the natural changes of the body.

Body Awareness and Confidence

In contemporary times, many women wear waist beads to celebrate their bodies
and cultivate self-confidence. The beads gently hug the waist, reminding the
wearer to maintain body awareness and health. Because waist beads don’t
stretch, they serve as a subtle indicator of weight fluctuations, encouraging
mindful living and body positivity.

Spiritual Protection and Energy

In various African traditions, waist beads are believed to carry protective
energies. Some beads are infused with herbs, oils, or prayers, acting as
talismans to ward off evil spirits or negative influences. This spiritual
aspect adds a layer of significance, making the beads a powerful personal
artifact.

Modern Adaptations and Global Appeal

Today, African waist beads have transcended their traditional roots, gaining
popularity worldwide. Fashion designers and artisans have embraced the beads,
creating contemporary styles that blend tradition with modernity. Waist beads
are now worn not only as cultural symbols but also as fashion statements,
fitness tools, and personal empowerment accessories.

Materials and Craftsmanship

Modern waist beads are crafted from a variety of materials such as glass,
crystal, metal, wood, and even precious stones. The craftsmanship often
reflects traditional techniques, with attention to detail in bead selection,
color combinations, and stringing methods. Many artisans hand-make waist
beads, ensuring each piece holds unique meaning and energy.



How to Wear and Choose Waist Beads

Choosing waist beads involves considering one’s cultural background, personal
style, and the beads’ intended purpose. Some tips to keep in mind include:

Size and Fit: Waist beads should fit comfortably without being too tight
or loose. Since they don’t stretch, it’s important to measure your waist
precisely.

Color Selection: Colors can carry specific meanings—such as green for
growth, yellow for joy, or black for power—so choose colors that
resonate with you.

Layering: Many women wear multiple strands to create a layered look that
enhances beauty and expresses individuality.

Purpose: Whether for spiritual protection, body shaping, or adornment,
knowing your reason for wearing waist beads can guide your choice.

Preserving the Legacy of African Waist Beads

As African waist beads continue to gain recognition globally, it’s important
to honor and respect their origins. These beads are not merely decorative but
carry centuries of cultural heritage and meaning. Supporting authentic
African artisans and learning about the traditions behind waist beads helps
preserve this rich legacy.

Educators, cultural enthusiasts, and fashion lovers alike are encouraged to
delve deeper into the stories and customs surrounding waist beads. By doing
so, they contribute to a broader appreciation of African culture and the
empowering symbolism of this beautiful adornment.

African waist beads history is a testament to the enduring power of
tradition, identity, and beauty. Whether worn as a personal talisman, a
fashion statement, or a cultural emblem, waist beads continue to connect
women across generations and continents in a shared celebration of heritage
and self-love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are African waist beads?
African waist beads are traditional strands of small glass beads worn around



the waist or hips, often used by women in various African cultures as symbols
of femininity, fertility, sensuality, and cultural identity.

What is the historical origin of African waist
beads?
African waist beads have been worn for centuries, with origins tracing back
to ancient African civilizations such as the Yoruba, Ashanti, and Ndebele
peoples, where they held cultural, spiritual, and social significance.

Which African cultures are known for wearing waist
beads?
Waist beads are particularly associated with West African cultures like the
Yoruba of Nigeria, the Ashanti of Ghana, as well as the Ndebele of South
Africa, among others.

What purposes did waist beads serve historically in
African societies?
Historically, waist beads served multiple purposes including rite of passage
markers, indicators of social status, symbols of fertility and womanhood,
tools for body shaping, and objects of beauty and attraction.

How were African waist beads traditionally made?
Traditionally, waist beads were handmade using various materials such as
glass, metal, or stone beads strung on thread or wire, often infused with
herbs or scents for spiritual purposes.

What cultural significance do waist beads hold in
African history?
Waist beads hold deep cultural significance as they represent a connection to
heritage, femininity, fertility, sensuality, and sometimes protection or
spirituality within African communities.

Were waist beads used by men in African history?
While primarily worn by women, some African cultures also had men wear waist
beads or similar adornments for spiritual, health, or social reasons,
although this was less common.

How did waist beads function as a rite of passage in
African traditions?
In many African cultures, girls receive waist beads during puberty or coming-



of-age ceremonies symbolizing their transition into womanhood and readiness
for marriage.

Have African waist beads influenced modern fashion
globally?
Yes, African waist beads have inspired contemporary fashion and body jewelry
trends worldwide, symbolizing empowerment, cultural pride, and body
positivity.

Are there spiritual beliefs associated with African
waist beads historically?
Yes, waist beads were often believed to possess spiritual powers, offering
protection, attracting love, or enhancing fertility, with beads sometimes
blessed or imbued with sacred meanings.

Additional Resources
African Waist Beads History: A Cultural Legacy of Beauty and Identity

african waist beads history traces back centuries and offers a rich narrative
interwoven with cultural identity, femininity, spirituality, and social
symbolism. These small, colorful beads worn around the waist have transcended
mere adornment to become powerful emblems of heritage and tradition across
various African societies. This article delves into the origins, evolution,
and contemporary significance of waist beads, shedding light on their
multifaceted roles in African cultures and beyond.

The Origins and Cultural Significance of
African Waist Beads

African waist beads, also known in some regions as "jigida," "indungo," or
"kese," have a history that dates back to ancient African civilizations.
Archaeological evidence suggests that beads—crafted from glass, clay, stones,
or metals—have been used in Africa for thousands of years, serving as symbols
of wealth, status, and spirituality. Waist beads specifically occupy a unique
cultural niche, predominantly among women, representing rites of passage,
femininity, and fertility.

Historically, waist beads were integral to ceremonies marking puberty,
marriage, and motherhood. For instance, in West African countries such as
Ghana and Nigeria, young girls received waist beads during puberty rites
signaling their transition into womanhood. The beads were often handmade
using glass or gemstone beads, with colors and patterns carefully chosen to



convey specific messages or blessings.

Beyond their aesthetic appeal, waist beads also functioned as tools for body
awareness and sensuality. The subtle sound the beads make when a wearer moves
and the way they fit snugly around the waist help women maintain an intimate
connection with their bodies. This sensory experience often fosters
confidence and self-love, attributes highly valued in many African societies.

Symbolism and Social Functions

The symbolism embedded in african waist beads history is vast and varies
among ethnic groups:

Fertility and Sexuality: Waist beads often symbolize fertility and are
worn to attract potential partners or signal sexual maturity.

Social Status: In some cultures, the quality, quantity, and type of
beads signify a woman’s social standing or wealth.

Protection and Spirituality: Certain beads are believed to possess
protective powers, warding off evil spirits or bad luck.

Body Shaping: Traditionally, waist beads are used to monitor weight
fluctuations or sculpt the waistline, combining health awareness with
aesthetic enhancement.

These layered meanings underscore the beads’ roles beyond decorative objects,
embedding them deeply into the social fabric of African life.

Materials and Craftsmanship Across Regions

The materials and methods used in making waist beads vary widely across
African regions, reflecting local resources and artistic traditions. Early
beads were often fashioned from natural materials such as bone, shell, seeds,
and stones. With the advent of trade and colonization, glass beads became
prevalent, especially in West Africa, where the famed Krobo glass beads from
Ghana remain a hallmark of craftsmanship.

Traditional vs. Modern Waist Beads

Traditional waist beads are typically handcrafted and imbued with cultural
significance. They are carefully strung in specific patterns, often combining



colors that hold symbolic meaning—for example, red for vitality, blue for
peace, or green for fertility.

In contrast, modern iterations of waist beads have evolved into fashion
accessories embraced globally, sometimes stripped of their original cultural
contexts. Contemporary waist beads may incorporate metals, crystals, or
synthetic materials and are marketed primarily for aesthetic or fitness
purposes. Nonetheless, the resurgence of interest in African heritage has
inspired many to revisit and honor the traditional symbolism embedded in
waist beads.

The Role of African Waist Beads in Contemporary
Culture

African waist beads have experienced a renaissance in recent years, both
within Africa and in the diaspora. They have become a potent symbol of
cultural pride and identity, especially among women seeking to reconnect with
ancestral roots. Influencers, artists, and fashion designers have
incorporated waist beads into their work, elevating the beads from
traditional adornment to global fashion statement.

Moreover, waist beads serve as tools for body positivity and empowerment.
Many women use them to celebrate their natural shapes and femininity,
rejecting Western beauty norms. The beads’ ability to fit differently
depending on body changes encourages mindfulness and self-care.

Benefits and Considerations

Pros:

Enhance body awareness and self-confidence.

Celebrate cultural heritage and personal identity.

Serve as natural body shapers without restrictive garments.

Function as subtle, meaningful jewelry pieces.

Cons:

Potential cultural appropriation when worn without understanding
their significance.



Discomfort or skin irritation if not properly sized or made with
non-hypoallergenic materials.

Misinterpretation in contexts unfamiliar with their cultural
meaning.

Awareness of these factors is crucial for both wearers and observers to
appreciate the beads’ significance respectfully.

Preserving the Legacy: African Waist Beads
History in Modern Scholarship

Academic interest in african waist beads history has grown as part of broader
efforts to document and preserve African intangible cultural heritage.
Ethnographers and historians examine waist beads not only as objects of
beauty but as repositories of social memory, gender dynamics, and indigenous
knowledge systems.

Studies highlight how waist beads encapsulate a holistic worldview where
body, spirit, and community are interconnected. This perspective challenges
reductionist views of adornment as superficial and repositions waist beads as
vital cultural artifacts worthy of preservation and respect.

In conclusion, the journey of african waist beads history from ancient rites
to modern fashion underscores their enduring significance. As symbols of
identity, beauty, and empowerment, waist beads continue to captivate and
inspire, bridging past and present in a colorful, tangible form.

African Waist Beads History
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  african waist beads history: A Companion to African History William H. Worger, Charles
Ambler, Nwando Achebe, 2018-11-28 Covers the history of the entire African continent, from
prehistory to the present day A Companion to African History embraces the diverse regions, subject
matter, and disciplines of the African continent, while also providing chronological and geographical
coverage of basic historical developments. Two dozen essays by leading international scholars
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explore the challenges facing this relatively new field of historical enquiry and present the dynamic
ways in which historians and scholars from other fields such as archaeology, anthropology, political
science, and economics are forging new directions in thinking and research. Comprised of six parts,
the book begins with thematic approaches to African history—exploring the environment, gender
and family, medical practices, and more. Section two covers Africa’s early history and its
pre-colonial past—early human adaptation, the emergence of kingdoms, royal power, and warring
states. The third section looks at the era of the slave trade and European expansion. Part four
examines the process of conquest—the discovery of diamonds and gold, military and social response,
and more. Colonialism is discussed in the sixth section, with chapters on the economy transformed
due to the development of agriculture and mining industries. The last section studies the continent
from post World War II all the way up to modern times. Aims at capturing the enthusiasms of
practicing historians, and encouraging similar passion in a new generation of scholars Emphasizes
linkages within Africa as well as between the continent and other parts of the world All chapters
include significant historiographical content and suggestions for further reading Written by a global
team of writers with unique backgrounds and views Features case studies with illustrative examples
In a field traditionally marked by narrow specialisms, A Companion to African History is an ideal
book for advanced students, researchers, historians, and scholars looking for a broad yet unique
overview of African history as a whole.
  african waist beads history: Breaking Ground, Breaking Silence Joyce Hansen, Gary
McGowan, 1998-04-15 In September 1991, archaeologists began to turn up graves and bodies in
lower Manhattan. Well-known maps had shown that this was the site of New York's first burial
ground for slaves and free blacks. Breaking Ground, Breaking Silence uses the rediscovery of the
burial grounds as a window on a fascinating side of colonial history and as an introduction to the
careful science that is uncovering all of the secrets of the past.
  african waist beads history: American Cultural History Eric Avila, 2018-07-17 From the
Boston Tea Party to the Dodgers, from the blues to Andy Warhol, and from dime novels to
Disneyland, the history of American culture tells us how previous generations of Americans have
imagined themselves, their nation, and their relationship to the world and its peoples. This Very
Short Introduction recounts the history of American culture and its creation by diverse social and
ethnic groups.
  african waist beads history: The Cambridge Global History of Fashion: Volume 1
Christopher Breward, Beverly Lemire, Giorgio Riello, 2023-08-17 Explores how the long history of
fashion from antiquity to c. 1800 created global networks and animated world communities.
  african waist beads history: Decolonising My Body Afua Hirsch, 2023-10-19 A 2023
POLITICAL BOOK OF THE YEAR (WATERSTONES) | 'GROUND-BREAKING' Bernardine Evaristo |
'UNIVERSAL AND TIMELY' Elif Shafak | 'IMPORTANT' Sathnam Sanghera | 'A GENEROUS
OFFERING' Nana Darkoa Sekiyamah | 'QUIETLY RADICAL' Evening Standard | 'INTIMATE'
Guardian 'I LEARNT A LOT' | Gillian Anderson What can ancestral practices teach us about how to
live fuller lives today? Upon turning forty, Afua Hirsch had an encounter that forever altered her
preconceived notions of ancestry and body image, making her question everything from
body-modification rituals such as tattoos and piercings to the foundations of sexuality, as well as
attitudes towards puberty, ageing and death. This book charts her year-long journey of radical
unlearning. Bringing together global scholarship, on-the-ground reportage, personal anecdotes and
interviews with beauty experts, practitioners and service users, she reassesses notions of body
image beyond those of the colonial, patriarchal gaze. Decolonising My Body is a powerful excavation
of the Eurocentric beauty standards that have long shaped how, in particular, those from the Global
Majority are perceived and view themselves. Taking us from puberty to end-of-life, Hirsch shows us
that the ways in which we adorn and present ourselves have spiritual implications and shape the
possibilities we see for ourselves in the world. These insights and discoveries will empower you to
reconnect with your own ancestry, better understand the link between beauty, history and
(respectability) politics, and liberate yourself from mainstream standards and systems that aren’t



serving you. *Co-host of the LOYALTY podcast with Peter Frankopan*
  african waist beads history: Spirituality as Ideology in Black Women's Film and Literature
Judylyn S. Ryan, 2005 Given the ways in which spirituality functions in the work of such Black
women writers and filmmakers as Toni Morrison, Ntozake Shange, Maya Angelou, Julie Dash, and
Euzhan Palcy, Judylyn Ryan proposes in this challenging new study that what these women embrace
in their narrative construction and characterization is the role and responsibility of the priestess,
bearing and distributing life-force to sustain the community of people who read and view their work.
Central to these women's vision of transformation is what Ryan calls a paradigm of growth and an
ethos of interconnectedness, which provide interpretive models for examining and teaching a broad
range of artistic, cultural, and social texts. The focus on theology provides a new way of viewing the
connections among New World African diaspora religious traditions, challenging the widespread and
reductive assumption that Afro-Christianity shares no philosophical commonalities with Santeria,
Candomble, Voodun, and other traditions that are not christological. In addition to exploring
spirituality as epistemology, the book also provides an inter textual reading of Black women's
literary and film texts that examines the ways in which these works expose, mediate, and interpret
the cultural, social, and historical conditions surrounding their production. While most discussions of
Black women's engagement with, and contribution to, the discursive space of the culture assume an
oppositional or reactive stance, Ryan argues that the disposition reflected in the texts she examines
tends to be relational and proactive, conferring an autonomy that the gravitational pull between
opposites lacks. This inter textual reading constitutes a multimedia auteur criticism of a collective
artistic vision.
  african waist beads history: The African Diaspora and the Disciplines Tejumola Olaniyan,
James Hoke Sweet, 2010 Focusing on the problems and conflicts of doing African diaspora research
from various disciplinary perspectives, these essays situate, describe, and reflect on the current
practice of diaspora scholarship. Tejumola Olaniyan, James H. Sweet, and the international group of
contributors assembled here seek to enlarge understanding of how the diaspora is conceived and
explore possibilities for the future of its study. With the aim of initiating interdisciplinary dialogue on
the practice of African diaspora studies, they emphasize learning from new perspectives that take
advantage of intersections between disciplines. Ultimately, they advocate a fuller sense of what it
means to study the African diaspora in a truly global way.
  african waist beads history: History of Fashion Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2024-04-10 EduGorilla
Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to empowering learners with
high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive exams and academic support,
EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content tailored to meet the needs of
students across various streams and levels.
  african waist beads history: Methodology, Ideology and Pedagogy of African Art Moyo
Okediji, 2024-02-14 This edited volume, including contributions from scholars with different areas of
specialization, investigates a broad range of methodologies, ideologies and pedagogies focusing on
the study of the art of Africa, using theoretical reflections and applications from primitivism to
metamodernism. Chapters break the externally imposed boundaries of Africa-related works beyond
the conventional fragments of traditional, contemporary and diaspora. The contributions are
significantly broad in their methodologies, ideologies and pedagogical coverage; yet, they all address
various aspects of African artistic creativity, demonstrating the possibilities for analytical
experiments that art history presents to scholars of the discipline today. The Ìwà (character) of each
approach is unique; nevertheless, each is useful toward a fuller understanding of African art studies
as an independent aspect of art historical research that is a branch or bud of the larger family of art
history. The volume respects, highlights and celebrates the distinctiveness of each methodical
approach, recognizing its contribution to the overall character or Ìwà of African art studies. The
book will be of interest to students in undergraduate or graduate, intermediate or advanced courses
as well as scholars in art history and African studies.
  african waist beads history: Queens of Afrobeat Dotun Ayobade, 2024-06-25 In Queens of



Afrobeat, the women of Afrobeat music—a unique blend of jazz, soul, highlife, and West African
rhythms—are finally given the recognition they deserve. This extensive study takes a multifaceted
view of the storied lives of the women behind Fela Kuti's activist music. Dotun Ayobade's
wide-ranging research pulls from interviews with surviving queens, ethnographic narratives, the
exploration of newspaper archives, and close readings of album covers, photographs, and
promotional materials to help us see and understand the women who surrounded Fela Kuti on stage
and in everyday life. Not only were these artists crucial performers and backup singers for Kuti's
most important compositions, they also played key roles in his activism and campaigns of social
protest against the Nigerian government in the 1970s. Drawing on previously untapped material,
Queens of Afrobeat weaves together an intricate narrative of women's participation in popular
music. The stories of these remarkable women transform and uniquely personalize our
understanding of the politics and performance of one of the major modern musical traditions in
Africa.
  african waist beads history: Compendium of South African History and Geography
George McCall Theal, 1877
  african waist beads history: The History of Mankind: The Africans of the interior
Friedrich Ratzel, 1898
  african waist beads history: The Journal of Caribbean History , 1997
  african waist beads history: The African Burial Ground in New York City Andrea E.
Frohne, 2015-11-09 In 1991, archaeologists in lower Manhattan unearthed a stunning discovery.
Buried for more than 200 years was a communal cemetery containing the remains of up to 20,000
people. At roughly 6.6 acres, the African Burial Ground is the largest and earliest known burial
space of African descendants in North America. In the years that followed its discovery, citizens and
activists fought tirelessly to demand respectful treatment of eighteenth-century funerary remains
and sacred ancestors. After more than a decade of political battle—on local and national levels—and
scientific research at Howard University, the remains were eventually reburied on the site in 2003.
Capturing the varied perspectives and the emotional tenor of the time, Frohne narrates the story of
the African Burial Ground and the controversies surrounding urban commemoration. She analyzes
both its colonial and contemporary representations, drawing on colonial era maps, prints, and land
surveys to illuminate the forgotten and hidden visual histories of a mostly enslaved population
buried in the African Burial Ground. Tracing the history and identity of the area from a forgotten site
to a contested and negotiated space, Frohne situates the burial ground within the context of late
twentieth- and early twenty-first-century race relations in New York City to reveal its enduring
presence as a spiritual place.
  african waist beads history: Searching for Zion Emily Raboteau, 2013-01-08 From Jerusalem
to Ghana to Katrina-ravaged New Orleans, a woman reclaims her history in a “beautifully written
and thought-provoking” memoir (Dave Eggers, author of A Hologram for the King and Zeitoun). A
biracial woman from a country still divided along racial lines, Emily Raboteau never felt at home in
America. As the daughter of an African American religious historian, she understood the Promised
Land as the spiritual realm black people yearned for. But while visiting Israel, the Jewish Zion, she
was surprised to discover black Jews. More surprising was the story of how they got there. Inspired
by their exodus, her question for them is the same one she keeps asking herself: have you found the
home you’re looking for? In this American Book Award–winning inquiry into contemporary and
historical ethnic displacement, Raboteau embarked on a ten-year journey around the globe and back
in time to explore the complex and contradictory perspectives of black Zionists. She talked to
Rastafarians and African Hebrew Israelites, Evangelicals and Ethiopian Jews—all in search of
territory that is hard to define and harder to inhabit. Uniting memoir with cultural investigation,
Raboteau overturns our ideas of place, patriotism, dispossession, citizenship, and country in “an
exceptionally beautiful . . . book about a search for the kind of home for which there is no straight
route, the kind of home in which the journey itself is as revelatory as the destination” (Edwidge
Danticat, author of The Farming of Bones).



  african waist beads history: A Companion to African Cinema Kenneth W. Harrow, Carmela
Garritano, 2018-12-27 An authoritative guide to African cinema with contributions from a team of
experts on the topic A Companion to African Cinema offers an overview of critical approaches to
African cinema. With contributions from an international panel of experts, the Companion
approaches the topic through the lens of cultural studies, contemporary transformations in the world
order, the rise of globalization, film production, distribution, and exhibition. This volume represents
a new approach to African cinema criticism that once stressed the sociological and sociopolitical
aspects of a film. The text explores a wide range of broad topics including: cinematic economics,
video movies, life in cinematic urban Africa, reframing human rights, as well as more targeted topics
such as the linguistic domestication of Indian films in the Hausa language and the importance of
female African filmmakers and their successes in overcoming limitations caused by gender
inequality. The book also highlights a comparative perspective of African videoscapes of Southern
Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Côte d’Ivoire and explores the rise of Nairobi-based Female Filmmakers. This
important resource: Puts the focus on critical analyses that take into account manifestations of the
political changes brought by neocolonialism and the waning of the cold war Explores Examines the
urgent questions raised by commercial video about globalization Addresses issues such as funding,
the acquisition of adequate production technologies and apparatuses, and the development of
adequately trained actors Written for film students and scholars, A Companion to African Cinema
offers a look at new critical approaches to African cinema.
  african waist beads history: The Routledge Reader of African American Rhetoric
Vershawn Ashanti Young, Michelle Bachelor Robinson, 2024-11-01 The Routledge Reader of African
American Rhetoric is a comprehensive compendium of primary texts that is designed for use by
students, teachers, and scholars of rhetoric and for the general public interested in the history of
African American communication. The volume and its companion website include dialogues, creative
works, essays, folklore, music, interviews, news stories, raps, videos, and speeches that are
performed or written by African Americans. Both the book as a whole and the various selections in it
speak directly to the artistic, cultural, economic, gendered, social, and political condition of African
Americans from the enslavement period in America to the present, as well as to the Black Diaspora.
  african waist beads history: African Burial Ground National Monument Ethnographic
Overview and Assessment Dána-Ain Davis, Leith Mullings, 2012
  african waist beads history: The Black Mind Oscar Ronald Dathorne, 1976
  african waist beads history: Encyclopedia of African Religion Molefi Kete Asante, Ama
Mazama, 2009 Collects almost five hundred entries that cover the African response to spirituality,
taboos, ethics, sacred space, and objects.
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