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Johnstown Flood by David McCullough: A Riveting Tale of Tragedy and Triumph

johnstown flood by david mccullough is not just a historical account; it’s a gripping
narrative that brings to life one of the most devastating disasters in American history.
David McCullough, an acclaimed historian and author, masterfully chronicles the events
surrounding the catastrophic flood that struck Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in 1889. Through
his vivid storytelling and meticulous research, readers gain a deep understanding of the
tragedy’s causes, the human stories involved, and the lasting impact it had on the
community and the nation.

The Historical Context of the Johnstown Flood

Before diving into the flood itself, McCullough sets the stage by describing the industrial
boom of the late 19th century. Johnstown was a thriving steel town, bustling with workers
and industry. The South Fork Dam, built to create a recreational lake for wealthy
Pittsburgh elites, loomed ominously above the town. McCullough carefully explains how
this man-made structure played a pivotal role in the disaster.

The South Fork Dam and Its Flaws

One of the key elements in the story is the South Fork Dam’s design and maintenance—or
rather, the lack thereof. Originally constructed to withstand significant water pressure,
the dam was altered by the South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club without adequate
engineering oversight. McCullough’s detailed account of these modifications highlights
how negligence and greed contributed to the dam’s vulnerability. This background helps
readers understand why the dam’s failure wasn’t just an accident but a preventable
tragedy.

The Day of the Disaster

Johnstown Flood by David McCullough truly shines in its depiction of the flood’s harrowing
moments. On May 31, 1889, after days of heavy rainfall, the dam gave way. What followed
was a wall of water rushing down the valley, destroying everything in its path.
McCullough’s narrative style makes the chaos and terror palpable, recounting personal
stories of survival, loss, and heroism.

Eyewitness Accounts and Personal Stories

McCullough incorporates firsthand testimonies from survivors, rescuers, and residents,



providing an intimate perspective on the disaster. These personal stories lend emotional
depth, showing not just the scale of destruction but the resilience of the human spirit.
Readers learn about families torn apart, communities rallying together, and ordinary
people performing extraordinary acts of bravery.

The Aftermath and National Response

The flood left over 2,200 people dead and thousands homeless, making it one of the
deadliest disasters in U.S. history. McCullough doesn’t just focus on the immediate
destruction; he also explores the broader social and political aftermath. The national
response to the flood was remarkable, with relief efforts coordinated by the American Red
Cross under Clara Barton’s leadership. McCullough’s detailed description of the aid and
recovery efforts illustrates how the tragedy spurred advancements in disaster response
and humanitarian aid.

Lessons Learned and Legacy

The Johnstown Flood had far-reaching consequences. McCullough discusses how the
disaster influenced engineering standards, dam safety regulations, and public awareness
about infrastructure maintenance. The flood also became a cautionary tale about the
responsibilities of wealth and power, especially regarding public safety. By weaving these
lessons into the story, McCullough ensures the event remains relevant to contemporary
readers.

David McCullough’s Unique Approach to the
Johnstown Flood

What sets Johnstown Flood by David McCullough apart from other historical accounts is
his ability to blend rigorous research with compelling storytelling. His narrative is
accessible without sacrificing accuracy, making complex historical and technical details
understandable and engaging. McCullough’s skillful use of descriptive language
transports readers to 19th-century Pennsylvania, allowing them to experience the flood’s
drama firsthand.

Research and Sources

McCullough’s work is grounded in extensive archival research, including newspapers,
personal letters, government reports, and photographs. This thorough approach adds
credibility and richness to the narrative. For anyone interested in historical research
methods, the book provides a fine example of how to weave diverse sources into a
cohesive and captivating story.



Why Read Johnstown Flood by David McCullough?

Whether you have a passion for American history, engineering disasters, or human
interest stories, this book offers something valuable. It’s a reminder of nature’s power and
humanity’s vulnerability, but also of resilience and community spirit. For educators,
students, or history buffs, McCullough’s Johnstown Flood serves as an essential resource
filled with insights into 19th-century society, technology, and disaster management.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of the Book

Pay attention to the historical context: Understanding the industrial age’s
dynamics enriches the narrative.

Reflect on the engineering aspects: The dam’s failure is a case study in civil
engineering pitfalls and ethics.

Consider the human element: The personal stories make the tragedy relatable and
emotionally impactful.

Explore related topics: Look into the history of the American Red Cross and
disaster relief evolution for a broader perspective.

The Johnstown flood remains a powerful story of disaster and recovery, and David
McCullough’s telling ensures that this chapter of history continues to educate and inspire.
Whether you’re drawn by the drama, the history, or the lessons learned, this book offers a
compelling window into a pivotal moment in American life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of David McCullough's book 'The
Johnstown Flood'?
David McCullough's book 'The Johnstown Flood' focuses on the catastrophic flood that
occurred in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in 1889, caused by the failure of the South Fork
Dam, and explores the human stories and engineering failures behind the disaster.

Why is 'The Johnstown Flood' by David McCullough
considered historically significant?
'The Johnstown Flood' is historically significant because it provides a detailed account of
one of the deadliest floods in American history, highlighting issues of industrial
negligence, community tragedy, and the impact of natural disasters on society.



How does David McCullough portray the causes of the
Johnstown Flood in his book?
In his book, McCullough attributes the cause of the Johnstown Flood to the poorly
maintained South Fork Dam, owned by a private club of wealthy industrialists, whose
negligence and lack of proper engineering oversight led to the dam's catastrophic failure.

What sources did David McCullough use to write 'The
Johnstown Flood'?
David McCullough used a variety of primary sources including eyewitness accounts,
newspaper reports, official records, and personal letters to reconstruct the events
surrounding the Johnstown Flood and provide a vivid narrative.

What themes are explored in 'The Johnstown Flood' by
David McCullough?
The book explores themes such as human error, the consequences of industrialization,
community resilience, social inequality, and the power of nature to overwhelm human
structures and plans.

How has 'The Johnstown Flood' by David McCullough
contributed to public understanding of the disaster?
McCullough's detailed and engaging narrative has brought renewed attention to the
Johnstown Flood, educating readers about the disaster's causes and effects, and
emphasizing the importance of infrastructure safety and accountability.

Additional Resources
Johnstown Flood by David McCullough: A Historical Examination of Tragedy and
Resilience

johnstown flood by david mccullough stands as a seminal work in the field of historical
literature, offering a meticulously researched account of one of the most catastrophic
disasters in American history. Through his detailed narrative, McCullough not only
chronicles the devastating flood that struck Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in 1889 but also
explores the socio-political contexts, engineering failures, and human stories intertwined
with this tragedy. This article presents an analytical review of McCullough’s work,
focusing on its historical accuracy, narrative style, and its contribution to understanding
the Johnstown Flood’s lasting impact.

In-depth Analysis of Johnstown Flood by David



McCullough

David McCullough’s Johnstown Flood is widely regarded as a masterclass in historical
storytelling, blending rigorous archival research with vivid character portrayals. The book
recounts the collapse of the South Fork Dam, which unleashed a torrent of water that
obliterated the town of Johnstown on May 31, 1889. The disaster resulted in over 2,200
deaths, making it one of the deadliest floods in U.S. history.

McCullough’s approach is distinguished by his balanced examination of the technical,
human, and social dimensions of the flood. He delves deeply into the engineering
shortcomings of the dam, highlighting the negligence and compromised maintenance that
precipitated the catastrophe. Moreover, the book critically addresses the role of the South
Fork Fishing and Hunting Club, an exclusive group of wealthy industrialists whose
ownership and modification of the dam arguably contributed to its failure.

Historical Context and Engineering Analysis

At the heart of McCullough's narrative is an exploration of the technological and
managerial aspects that led to the disaster. The South Fork Dam was originally
constructed in the 1850s as part of a canal system but was later repurposed as a private
lake for the club. McCullough meticulously outlines how modifications made to the
dam—such as lowering its height to accommodate a road and removing discharge
pipes—compromised its structural integrity.

The author’s investigation into the dam’s failure is not merely retrospective blame but an
instructive case study in early civil engineering challenges and risk management. His
detailed descriptions of the dam’s design flaws and the absence of adequate safety
inspections underscore the broader themes of industrial-era oversight and accountability.

Human Stories Amidst the Catastrophe

One of the most compelling aspects of Johnstown Flood by David McCullough is its
emphasis on the individuals affected by the disaster. The book humanizes the tragedy
through firsthand accounts, survivor testimonies, and profiles of key figures involved in
rescue efforts. This narrative strategy creates an emotional connection that complements
the technical analysis.

McCullough pays particular attention to the heroic responses of local citizens and relief
workers who braved the destruction to save lives. He also addresses the psychological
aftermath, illustrating how the community struggled with grief and rebuilding in the
flood’s wake. These personal stories provide vital insight into the resilience and spirit of
Johnstown’s residents.



The Book’s Contribution to Historical Literature
and Public Memory

Johnstown Flood by David McCullough has significantly influenced both academic
scholarship and public understanding of the disaster. It serves as an authoritative source
for historians, engineers, and disaster management professionals studying the causes and
effects of large-scale infrastructure failures.

Comparative Perspectives on Disaster Narratives

When compared to other disaster histories, McCullough’s work stands out for its synthesis
of technical detail and narrative depth. Unlike more sensationalized accounts, the book
maintains a neutral tone, avoiding melodrama while still conveying the tragedy’s
magnitude. This balanced approach has earned it critical acclaim and enduring relevance.

The book’s publication also coincided with a renewed interest in disaster preparedness
and dam safety in the late 20th century, reflecting its ongoing practical significance. By
documenting the Johnstown Flood with precision, McCullough contributed to a broader
discourse on industrial responsibility and public safety.

Features and Accessibility

Johnstown Flood by David McCullough is characterized by clear prose and structured
storytelling that make complex engineering concepts accessible to general readers
without sacrificing scholarly rigor. The inclusion of photographs, maps, and diagrams
enhances comprehension and engagement.

Pros of the book include:

Comprehensive research based on primary sources

Balanced treatment of technical and human elements

Engaging narrative style suitable for both academic and general audiences

Insightful analysis of socio-economic implications

Potential limitations:

Some readers may find the detailed engineering sections dense

The focus on the South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club might overshadow broader
regional impacts



Legacy of the Johnstown Flood and Its Portrayal

The enduring legacy of the Johnstown Flood is intricately tied to how it has been recorded
and remembered. McCullough’s book plays a pivotal role in preserving the memory of this
event, ensuring that the lessons learned continue to inform modern practices in
engineering, disaster response, and community resilience.

Moreover, the book highlights the intersection of wealth, power, and public safety,
prompting reflections on ethical considerations in infrastructure management. By bringing
historical clarity to this disaster, McCullough’s work exemplifies how historical narrative
can contribute to contemporary policy discussions.

In sum, Johnstown Flood by David McCullough is more than a recounting of a tragic event;
it is a detailed investigation that bridges history, engineering, and human experience. Its
careful documentation and narrative insight make it an indispensable resource for anyone
seeking to understand the complexities behind one of America’s most devastating floods.

Johnstown Flood By David Mccullough
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  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Johnstown Flood David McCullough, 2007-05-31 The
stunning story of one of America’s great disasters, a preventable tragedy of Gilded Age America,
brilliantly told by master historian David McCullough. At the end of the nineteenth century,
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, was a booming coal-and-steel town filled with hardworking families
striving for a piece of the nation’s burgeoning industrial prosperity. In the mountains above
Johnstown, an old earth dam had been hastily rebuilt to create a lake for an exclusive summer resort
patronized by the tycoons of that same industrial prosperity, among them Andrew Carnegie, Henry
Clay Frick, and Andrew Mellon. Despite repeated warnings of possible danger, nothing was done
about the dam. Then came May 31, 1889, when the dam burst, sending a wall of water thundering
down the mountain, smashing through Johnstown, and killing more than 2,000 people. It was a
tragedy that became a national scandal. Graced by David McCullough’s remarkable gift for writing
richly textured, sympathetic social history, The Johnstown Flood is an absorbing, classic portrait of
life in nineteenth-century America, of overweening confidence, of energy, and of tragedy. It also
offers a powerful historical lesson for our century and all times: the danger of assuming that because
people are in positions of responsibility they are necessarily behaving responsibly.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: The Johnstown Flood David McCullough, 1968-03-18
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: David McCullough Great Moments in History E-book
Box Set David McCullough, 2011-05-24 From New York Times bestselling author David McCullough,
a special ebook boxed set features books that study key points of American history. The David
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McCullough Great Moments in History ebook box set includes the following McCullough classics:
1776 is the riveting story of George Washington, the men who marched with him, and their British
foes in the momentous year of American independence. The Johnstown Flood is the classic history of
an American tragedy that became a scandal in the age of the Robber Barons, the preventable flood
that destroyed a town and killed 2,000 people. Path Between the Seas is the epic National Book
Award–winning history of the heroic successes, tragic failures, and astonishing engineering and
medical feats that made the Panama Canal possible. The Great Bridge is the remarkable, enthralling
story of the planning and construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, which linked two great cities and
epitomized American optimism, skill, and determination. A special bonus is included: The Course of
Human Events. In this Jefferson Lecture in the Humanities, David McCullough draws on his personal
experience as a historian to acknowledge the crucial importance of writing in history’s enduring
impact and influence, and he affirms the significance of history in teaching us about human nature
through the ages.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Summary of David McCullough's Johnstown
Flood Everest Media,, 2022-03-24T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club was a private
summer resort located on the western shore of a mountain lake in Pennsylvania. On the afternoon of
Thursday, May 30, 1889, the club was not quite ten years old, but with its gaily painted buildings, it
looked spanking new. #2 The storm that night was the worst rainfall that had ever been recorded for
that part of Pennsylvania. It was also the most extensive rainfall of the century for such a large area.
But there were large disparities in the amount of rainfall between places within a hundred miles of
each other. #3 The town was full of visitors on Memorial Day, with people gathering along Main
Street since noon. The parade got underway about two-thirty. #4 Johnstown was a dangerous and
ugly city in 1889, but the land around it was beautiful. The city was built on a flood plain at the
confluence of two rivers, down at the bottom of an enormous hole in the Alleghenies.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: The Johnstown Flood David G. McCullough, 1970
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: David McCullough Library E-book Box Set David
McCullough, 2011-05-24 Perfect for David McCullough fans and history lovers alike, this ebook
boxed set features all of his bestselling titles, from 1776 to Mornings on Horseback. This ebook box
set includes all of David McCullough’s bestselling titles: 1776 is the riveting story of George
Washington, the men who marched with him, and their British foes in the momentous year of
American independence. Brave Companions contains profiles of the exceptional men and women
who shaped history, among them Alexander von Humboldt, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Charles and
Anne Lindbergh. The Great Bridge is the remarkable, enthralling story of the planning and
construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, which linked two great cities and epitomized American
optimism, skill, and determination. John Adams is the magisterial, Pulitzer Prize–winning biography
of the independent, irascible Yankee patriot, one of our nation’s founders and most important
figures, who became our second president. The Johnstown Flood is the classic history of an
American tragedy that became a scandal in the age of the Robber Barons, the preventable flood that
destroyed a town and killed 2,000 people. Mornings on Horseback is the brilliant National Book
Award–winning biography of young Theodore Roosevelt’s metamorphosis from sickly child to a
vigorous, intense man poised to become a national hero and then president. Path Between the Seas
is the epic National Book Award–winning history of the heroic successes, tragic failures, and
astonishing engineering and medical feats that made the Panama Canal possible. Truman is the
Pulitzer Prize–winning biography of Harry Truman, the complex and courageous man who rose from
modest origins to make momentous decisions as president, from dropping the atomic bomb to going
to war in Korea. A special bonus is included: The Course of Human Events. In this Jefferson Lecture
in the Humanities, David McCullough draws on his personal experience as a historian to
acknowledge the crucial importance of writing in history’s enduring impact and influence, and he
affirms the significance of history in teaching us about human nature through the ages.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: The Johnstown Flood of 1889 Charles River Editors,



2014-08-16 A balmy day in May -- The scene was changed -- Live the Paul Revere of old -- E're they
turned away -- The cry of distress -- A scene no tongue can tell -- Fathers, mothers, children, all --
Houses piled on high -- A fearful cry arose -- The cry of distress.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Johnstown’s Flood of 1889 Neil M. Coleman,
2018-07-23 Science now reveals the true cause of the dam breach flood that destroyed Johnstown in
1889. The tragic loss of more than 2200 lives was preventable; the initial investigation of the flood
was hijacked, delayed, and distorted by powerful members of the industrial elite. This book bridges
the gap between history and science, reexamining eyewitness accounts of the flood and historic
documents about the investigation, and applying new LiDAR, GPS, and hydraulic studies to solve the
mystery – what caused the Great Flood of 1889? The book includes a notable chapter on the “sister”
of the South Fork Dam, “The Forgotten Dam” at Hollidaysburg, PA.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: The Johnstown Flood of 1889 Charles River Charles
River Editors, 2018-02-19 *Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the flood written by survivors
*Includes a bibliography for further reading The deluge released by the dam's collapse carried more
than 12,000 cubic meters of debris-filled water each second. Flow rates in the Mississippi River
typically vary between 7,000 and 20,000 cubic meters per second. - Sid Perkins, Science News,
Vol.176 In 2005, the world watched in horror as Hurricane Katrina decimated New Orleans, and the
calamity seemed all the worse because many felt that technology had advanced far enough to
prevent such tragedies, whether through advanced warning or engineering. However, the failure of
human engineering like that seen in New Orleans was nothing new, and it had previously had even
deadlier consequences in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. Although floods rarely get as much coverage as
other kinds of natural disasters like volcanic explosions, the Johnstown Flood of 1889 has remained
an exception due to the sheer destruction and magnitude of the disaster. On May 31, 1889,
Johnstown became a casualty of a combination of heavy rains and the failure of the South Fork Dam
to stem the rising water levels of Lake Conemaugh about 15 miles away. The dam's inability to
contain the water and its subsequent collapse resulted in a catastrophic flood that swept through the
town with virtually no warning. With water flowing at a rate equivalent to the Mississippi River, a
tide of water and debris 60 feet high and traveling 40 miles per hour in some places surged through
Johnstown and swept away people and property alike. The flood ultimately resulted in the deaths of
over 2,000 people and destroyed thousands of buildings, wreaking damages estimated to be the
equivalent of nearly half a billion dollars today. In 1889, the Johnstown Flood was the deadliest
natural disaster in American history, and though it was later surpassed by other events, the
unprecedented nature of the flood led to relief efforts never before seen, including by the Red Cross.
The Johnstown Flood also led to a change in laws as people tried and failed to recoup damages
caused by the collapse of the dam and the subsequent flood. The Johnstown Flood of 1889 chronicles
the story America's deadliest natural disaster during the 19th century. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Johnstown Flood like never before, in
no time at all.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Waterproof Judith Redline Coopey, 2011-09-15
Waterproof is a novel set against the aftermath of the Johnstown Flood of 1889. It's the story of
Pamela Gwynedd, a young woman who lost almost everything to the flood: her fiance, her father, her
mother and her beloved little brother, Geordie. Her mother didn't die in the flood, but she's lost in
catatonia. Her father, unable to cope with his grief and guilt, just walked away about a year later.
That leaves Pam with no money, no job, an invalid mother to care for and no hope for change. But
change comes in strange and varied ways. Pam finds herself in the middle of things, wrapped up in a
mystery and torn between loyalty to her mother and the chance for a new life.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania John J. Hare,
2018-01-24 Established in 1684, over a century before the Commonwealth, Pennsylvania’s Supreme
Court is the oldest appellate court in North America. This balanced, comprehensive history of the
Court examines over three centuries of legal proceedings and cases before the body, the
controversies and conflicts with which it dealt, and the impact of its decisions and of the case law its



justices created Introduced by constitutional scholar Ken Gormley, this volume describes the
Supreme Court’s structure and powers and focuses at length on the Court’s work in deciding notable
cases of constitutional law, civil rights, torts, criminal law, labor law, and administrative law.
Through three sections, “The Structure and Powers of the Supreme Court,” “Decisional Law of the
Supreme Court,” and “Reporting Supreme Court Decisions,” the contributors address the many ways
in which the Court and its justices have shaped life and law in Pennsylvania and beyond. They
consider how it has adjudicated new and complex issues arising from some of the most notable
events and tragedies in American history, including the struggle for religious liberty in colonial
Pennsylvania, the Revolutionary War, slavery, the Johnstown Flood, the Homestead Steel Strike and
other labor conflicts, both World Wars, and, more recently, the dramatic rise of criminal procedural
rights and the expansion of tort law. Featuring an afterword by Chief Justice Saylor and essays by
leading jurists, deans, law and history professors, and practicing attorneys, this fair-minded
assessment of the Court is destined to become a criterion volume for lawmakers, scholars, and
anyone interested in legal history in the Keystone State and the United States.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Catastrophe! Stephen J. Spignesi, 2004 More than half
of the disasters chronicled are natural. These floods, storms, droughts, blizzards, famines and
epidemics are fierce reminders that humankind is no match for the devastating force and fury of
nature. From the Great Influenza Epidemic of WWI that took nearly 40 million lives to the 1906 San
Francisco Earthquake, there are numerous accounts of catastrophes that could not be averted, and
whose destructive power was beyond imagining.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Ruthless Tide Al Roker, 2018-05-22 “Reads like a
nail-biting thriller.” — Library Journal, starred review A gripping new history celebrating the
remarkable heroes of the Johnstown Flood—the deadliest flood in U.S. history—from NBC host and
legendary weather authority Al Roker Central Pennsylvania, May 31, 1889: After a deluge of
rain—nearly a foot in less than twenty-four hours—swelled the Little Conemaugh River, panicked
engineers watched helplessly as swiftly rising waters threatened to breach the South Fork dam, built
to create a private lake for a fishing and hunting club that counted among its members Andrew
Mellon, Henry Clay Frick, and Andrew Carnegie. Though the engineers telegraphed neighboring
towns on this last morning in May warning of the impending danger, residents—factory workers and
their families—remained in their homes, having grown used to false alarms. At 3:10 P.M., the dam
gave way, releasing 20 million tons of water. Gathering speed as it flowed southwest, the deluge
wiped out nearly everything in its path and picked up debris—trees, houses, animals—before
reaching Johnstown, a vibrant steel town fourteen miles downstream. Traveling 40 miles an hour,
with swells as high as 60 feet, the deadly floodwaters razed the mill town—home to 20,000
people—in minutes. The Great Flood, as it would come to be called, remains the deadliest in US
history, killing more than 2,200 people and causing $17 million in damage. In Ruthless Tide, Al
Roker follows an unforgettable cast of characters whose fates converged because of that tragic day,
including John Parke, the engineer whose heroic efforts failed to save the dam; the robber barons
whose fancy sport fishing resort was responsible for modifications that weakened the dam; and
Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross, who spent five months in Johnstown leading
one of the first organized disaster relief efforts in the United States. Weaving together their stories
and those of many ordinary citizens whose lives were forever altered by the event, Ruthless Tide is
testament to the power of the human spirit in times of tragedy and also a timely warning about the
dangers of greed, inequality, neglected infrastructure, and the ferocious, uncontrollable power of
nature.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: The Corpse Christine Quigley, 2015-09-17
Throughout the centuries, different cultures have established a variety of procedures for handling
and disposing of corpses. Often the methods are directly associated with the deceased's position in
life, such as a pharaoh's mummification in Egypt or the cremation of a Buddhist. Treatment by the
living of the dead over time and across cultures is the focus of this study. Burial arrangements and
preparations are detailed, including embalming, the funeral service, storage and transport of the



body, and forms of burial. Autopsies and the investigative process of causes of deliberate death are
fully covered. Preservation techniques such as cryonic suspension and mummification are discussed,
as well as a look at the recycling of the corpse through organ donation, donation to medicine, animal
scavengers, cannibalism, and, of course, natural decay and decomposition. Mistreatments of a
corpse are also covered.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: The Great Bridge David McCullough, 1982 Publisher
Description
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Ordinary Reactions to Extraordinary Events Ray
Broadus Browne, Arthur G. Neal, 2001 The essays in this collection present communities beset by
unexpected social and physical events. Some outline immediate responses that soon pass and some
that will not go away. Who would have foreseen that Elvis would be a phenomenon apparently as
lasting as the faces on Mount Rushmore? Cultural history will not allow us to forget the H. G. Wells
account of the Martian attack, nor can we ever forget the continued terror of the Chernobyl
explosion. Ordinary Reactions to Extraordinary Events catalogues on the Geiger counter of human
emotions societal reactions to events both earthshaking and culture-disturbing.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Shall We Wake the President? Tevi Troy,
2016-09-01 The history of presidential dealings with disasters shows that whatever their ideology,
presidents need to be prepared to deal with unexpected crises. In recent years, the expectations
have grown as the disasters seem to appear to be coming more frequently. Since 2001, numerous
unpredictable crises, including terror attacks, massive storms, and an economic collapse, have
shaken Americans to their core. It seems as if technology, for all of its beneficences, also provides
mankind with increasingly powerful ways to wreak destruction, including nuclear explosions,
bioterror attacks, and cyber-attacks. In addition, instantaneous and incessant communications
technologies send us word of disasters taking place anywhere in the nation far more rapidly, giving
disasters an immediacy that some may have lacked in the past. In 21st century America, the eyes of
the American people look to the president to lead the response to whatever disasters happen to
strike. President Obama and his team learned this and were taken aback by the sheer number of
crises that a president needed to deal with, including swine flu, BP’s Macondo oil spill, and the
Somali pirates who attacked an American ship. Many of these did not quite reach disaster status, but
Obama’s reaction to the constant stream of crises was both revealing and unnerving: “Who thought
we were going to have to deal with pirates?” In Shall We Wake the President?, Tevi Troy, a
presidential historian and former senior White House aide and deputy secretary of the Department
of Health & Human Services, looks at the evolving role of the president in dealing with disasters,
and looks at how our presidents have handled disasters throughout our history. He also looks at the
likelihood of similar disasters befalling modern America, and details how smart policies today can
help us avoid future crises, or can best react to them should they occur. In addition, he provides
information on what individuals can do to prepare for disasters. This book includes sections on how
American presidents have dealt with a variety of disasters, including health crises, terror attacks,
economic upheaval, bioterror and cyber-attacks, natural disasters, and civil breakdown. In doing so,
Shall We Wake the President? will provide lessons from presidents of the past that will inform policy
strategies for presidents of the future.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: 360 Degrees of Reading W. E. Poplaski, 2007 What do
Richard Dawkins, Jackie Robinson, and St Teresa have in common? .They all can be found in this
book 360 of Reading is a literature reference guide for high school students. It makes a great
stocking stuffer at Christmas, or 'end of school year' gift for that special student. Any student who
wants to read great literature will benefit from this book. It has reference pages for 360 books that
cover novels, drama, poetry, and a broad range of non-fiction. Each reference page includes
bibliographic information, a descriptive note, keywords and more. Furthermore, the books are
indexed by author, country of origin, date of first publication, and keywords. It also has an appendix
listing an additional forty titles. Twenty-four books by Pulitzer Prize winners and twenty-six books by
Nobel Prize in Literature winners are among the works listed in this reference guide.



  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Walt Whitman Jerome Loving, 2000 Loving offers a
sharp focus of the man who is generally considered America's greatest poet. This splendid work
reveals him as fully as anything can, except his poems.
  johnstown flood by david mccullough: Disasters! Tom Conklin, 2000-02 Background
information, activities, and projects to teach about earthquakes, hurricanes, volcanoes, and other
forces of nature.
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