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punishment and modern society david garland is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
fields of criminology, sociology, and legal studies. David Garland, a renowned scholar, has
significantly shaped contemporary understanding of how punishment operates within modern
societies. His work offers a critical lens through which we can examine the evolving nature of
punishment, its social functions, and the complexities arising from modern governance and cultural
values. In this article, we will delve into Garland’s analysis, highlighting his key arguments and
exploring their relevance in today’s socio-political landscape.

Understanding David Garland’s Approach to
Punishment

David Garland’s scholarship on punishment is most famously encapsulated in his seminal book,
*Punishment and Modern Society: A Study in Social Theory* (1990). Rather than viewing punishment
merely as a legal or moral response to crime, Garland situates it within broader social and political
contexts. He argues that punishment is a social institution deeply intertwined with modernity’s unique
challenges, such as the rise of bureaucratic states, shifting notions of justice, and the complexities of
social control.

From Sovereign Power to Penal Modernity

One of Garland’s foundational ideas is the transition from "sovereign power" to "penal modernity."
Historically, punishment was often public, physical, and symbolic—think of public executions or
corporal punishments that reinforced the ruler’s authority. In contrast, modern societies have
developed more bureaucratic, regulated, and institutionalized forms of punishment, such as
imprisonment and probation. This shift reflects deeper changes in how power is exercised and
legitimized within society.

Garland emphasizes that this transformation isn’t just about methods of punishment but also about
the social functions punishment serves. In modern societies, punishment becomes a mechanism for
managing risks, maintaining social order, and expressing collective values.

Penal-Welfarism and Its Decline

Another critical concept Garland explores is "penal-welfarism," a model that dominated mid-20th-
century Western societies, where the penal system was intertwined with welfare policies. During this
era, the justice system focused on rehabilitation and social reintegration, reflecting broader
commitments to social welfare and support for marginalized populations.



However, Garland notes that from the late 20th century onwards, this model began to erode. The rise
of neoliberal policies, concerns over rising crime rates, and public anxieties led to a “culture of
control,” marked by punitive attitudes and harsher sentencing. This shift represents a significant
reconfiguration of how societies understand and practice punishment, often leading to mass
incarceration and the expansion of the prison-industrial complex.

Key Themes in Garland’s Analysis of Punishment and
Modern Society

To appreciate the depth of Garland’s insights, it’s essential to explore some of the key themes that
run through his work and their implications for contemporary society.

Social Control and Risk Management

Garland highlights that modern punishment is intricately linked to social control mechanisms aimed at
managing perceived risks posed by individuals labeled as criminals. This risk management
perspective is evident in policies emphasizing surveillance, preventive detention, and community
supervision. The criminal justice system thus functions not only to punish past offenses but also to
anticipate and mitigate future harms.

This approach raises important questions about civil liberties and the balance between security and
freedom. Garland’s work encourages us to critically assess how fear and risk perceptions shape
punitive policies and their consequences for social justice.

The Cultural Meaning of Punishment

Beyond institutional frameworks, Garland is attentive to the cultural significance of punishment.
Punishment expresses societal values and collective moral judgments. It serves as a way for
communities to reaffirm norms and boundaries, signaling what is acceptable behavior and what is
not.

In modern pluralistic societies, however, there is often disagreement about these values, which
complicates consensus around punishment. Garland’s analysis helps explain the tensions between
calls for harsher penalties and movements advocating for restorative justice and decarceration.

Penal Populism and Political Dynamics

A particularly relevant aspect of Garland’s scholarship is his exploration of penal populism—the
tendency of politicians and policymakers to adopt tough-on-crime stances to gain popular support.
This phenomenon often leads to punitive policies driven more by political expediency than evidence-
based practices. Garland warns that penal populism can undermine rational penal policy and
exacerbate social inequalities.



Understanding penal populism is crucial for activists, policymakers, and citizens seeking to promote
fair and effective criminal justice reforms.

How Garland’s Insights Apply to Today’s Criminal
Justice Challenges

David Garland’s analysis remains highly pertinent as societies grapple with complex issues such as
mass incarceration, racial disparities, and the ethics of surveillance.

Mass Incarceration and Its Discontents

The United States and several other countries have witnessed unprecedented rates of incarceration
over recent decades. Garland’s framework helps us understand this phenomenon as part of a broader
cultural and political shift towards punitive governance. Recognizing the social and political drivers
behind mass incarceration is vital for developing alternatives focused on rehabilitation, restorative
justice, and social support.

Race, Inequality, and Punishment

Punishment in modern society cannot be disentangled from issues of race and social inequality.
Garland’s work encourages a critical approach to how penal systems disproportionately impact
marginalized communities, reinforcing existing social hierarchies. Addressing these disparities
requires not only criminal justice reforms but also broader social policies aimed at reducing inequality.

The Role of Technology in Modern Punishment

Technological advancements have transformed the landscape of punishment and control. From
electronic monitoring to predictive policing algorithms, modern societies increasingly rely on
technology to manage crime and risk. Garland’s emphasis on risk management provides a useful lens
to assess the implications of these technologies, including concerns about privacy, bias, and
accountability.

Reflecting on the Future of Punishment and Society

David Garland’s work invites ongoing reflection about how punishment should function in a just
society. His analysis underscores the importance of balancing social control with respect for individual
rights and dignity. As debates about criminal justice reform continue, Garland’s insights serve as a
reminder that punishment is not just a legal act but a deeply social and cultural practice.

For those interested in criminology, sociology, or public policy, engaging with Garland’s scholarship



offers valuable tools for understanding and navigating the complexities of punishment in modern
society. Whether it’s rethinking incarceration, addressing penal populism, or exploring restorative
approaches, his work encourages us to look beyond simplistic narratives and consider the broader
social forces shaping punishment today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is David Garland in the context of punishment and
modern society?
David Garland is a renowned criminologist and sociologist known for his influential work on
punishment, social control, and the development of modern penal systems.

What is the central theme of David Garland's work on
punishment and modern society?
The central theme of David Garland's work is the relationship between punishment practices and the
social, political, and cultural contexts of modern society, emphasizing how punishment reflects
broader societal values and power structures.

How does David Garland explain the rise of the prison in
modern society?
David Garland explains the rise of the prison as part of a 'culture of control' in late modern societies,
where increasing concerns about crime and social disorder lead to more punitive policies and the
expansion of incarceration.

What is the concept of the 'culture of control' in David
Garland's theory?
The 'culture of control' refers to the set of social and political changes in late modern societies that
emphasize risk management, surveillance, and punitive measures to address crime and social
problems.

How does Garland view the relationship between punishment
and social order?
Garland views punishment as a mechanism for maintaining social order by managing deviance and
reinforcing societal norms, but he also highlights its role in reflecting and shaping social inequalities.

What impact has David Garland's work had on contemporary
criminology and penal policy?
David Garland's work has significantly influenced contemporary criminology by providing a
comprehensive framework for understanding punishment within its broader social context, shaping



debates on penal reform, mass incarceration, and the role of the criminal justice system.

Additional Resources
Punishment and Modern Society: Insights from David Garland’s Seminal Work

punishment and modern society david garland stands as a pivotal reference in the
interdisciplinary study of criminology, sociology, and legal theory. David Garland’s comprehensive
examination of how punishment operates within contemporary social frameworks offers critical
insights into the evolving nature of penal practices and societal control. His work unpacks the
complex relationship between state power, social norms, and the justice system, shedding light on
the nuances that shape modern approaches to punishment.

Garland’s analysis challenges conventional perceptions of punishment as merely a tool for retribution
or deterrence. Instead, he situates it within a broader socio-political context, arguing that punishment
functions as a mechanism of social regulation intertwined with cultural values and institutional
structures. This perspective has profound implications for understanding how societies balance the
demands of justice, security, and morality in an era marked by rapid social change.

Theoretical Foundations of Garland’s Analysis

At the core of Garland’s argument is the recognition that punishment cannot be fully understood
through legalistic or criminological lenses alone. He proposes an interdisciplinary framework that
integrates sociological theory, political analysis, and cultural studies. This approach allows for a more
nuanced understanding of punishment’s role in modern society, moving beyond simplistic cause-and-
effect models.

Garland introduces the concept of the "culture of control," which encapsulates the shift in penal policy
and public attitudes from rehabilitative ideals to more punitive, risk-averse strategies. This transition
reflects broader societal anxieties about crime, social disorder, and the perceived need for stronger
mechanisms of control. The culture of control underscores how punishment practices mirror
underlying social dynamics and political priorities.

From Rehabilitation to Risk Management

One of the key features Garland identifies is the transformation from rehabilitation-focused penal
policies prevalent in the mid-20th century to a contemporary emphasis on risk management and
control. During the rehabilitation era, the criminal justice system sought to reform offenders through
education, therapy, and reintegration programs. However, increasing crime rates and public
skepticism led to a growing distrust in these methods.

By the late 20th century, policymakers and practitioners embraced a logic centered on managing the
risks posed by offenders rather than attempting to cure them. This shift is evident in the rise of
measures such as electronic monitoring, intensive supervision, and targeted incapacitation. Garland’s
work highlights how this evolution corresponds to broader changes in governance, where managing



populations and mitigating risks become paramount.

Penal Modernism and the Expansion of Penal Systems

Garland also explores the notion of penal modernism, a term he uses to describe the expansion and
intensification of penal systems in modern societies. This phenomenon includes increased
incarceration rates, the proliferation of punitive sanctions, and the institutionalization of penal
practices within state apparatuses.

In comparative studies, Garland notes significant differences between the United States and European
countries. For instance, the U.S. exhibits a markedly higher incarceration rate, reflecting a more
punitive penal culture. Garland attributes this disparity to variations in political ideologies, social
structures, and historical trajectories. Such comparative analysis emphasizes the importance of
context in shaping punishment policies.

Implications for Contemporary Penal Policy

The insights from Garland’s "Punishment and Modern Society" have important implications for
policymakers, practitioners, and scholars. Understanding the socio-political underpinnings of
punishment helps clarify why certain penal strategies gain prominence and how they affect broader
social cohesion.

Challenges in Balancing Security and Justice

Modern societies face the perennial challenge of balancing the need for security with the principles of
justice and human rights. Garland’s work reveals how punitive policies may sometimes undermine
social trust and exacerbate inequalities, especially when disproportionately applied to marginalized
communities.

This tension is evident in debates over mass incarceration, mandatory sentencing, and the use of
surveillance technologies. While such measures aim to enhance public safety, they can also
perpetuate cycles of disadvantage and erode community legitimacy. Garland encourages a critical
examination of these dynamics to foster more equitable penal systems.

The Role of Public Perception and Media

Garland emphasizes the influential role of public perception and media in shaping penal policies.
Sensationalist coverage of crime and politics often fuels fear and demands for harsher punishments,
pressuring governments to adopt more punitive stances.

This dynamic creates a feedback loop where public anxiety drives policy, which in turn can reinforce
societal fears. Recognizing this cycle is crucial for developing informed and balanced approaches to
punishment that resist populist pressures and uphold fairness.



Contemporary Applications and Future Directions

As societies continue to grapple with issues of crime and punishment, Garland’s framework remains
highly relevant. His exploration of punishment as a social institution offers tools to critically assess
emerging trends such as restorative justice, decriminalization, and the use of artificial intelligence in
criminal justice.

Restorative Justice and Alternatives to Punishment

Garland’s critique of traditional punitive approaches opens space for considering restorative justice
models that prioritize healing, accountability, and community involvement. These alternatives
challenge the dominance of incarceration and retributive logics, aiming to address the root causes of
criminal behavior.

Although restorative justice presents promising avenues, Garland cautions against viewing it as a
panacea. Effective reform requires addressing systemic factors such as poverty, discrimination, and
social exclusion, which contribute to criminality and social instability.

Technological Innovations and Ethical Concerns

The integration of technology in modern penal systems raises complex ethical and practical
questions. From predictive policing algorithms to electronic monitoring, technological tools offer new
capabilities for risk assessment and offender management.

Drawing on Garland’s insights, it becomes apparent that such innovations must be carefully regulated
to prevent abuses, protect civil liberties, and avoid reinforcing existing biases. The social context in
which technology operates critically shapes its impact on justice and punishment.

In sum, David Garland’s "Punishment and Modern Society" provides a foundational framework for
understanding the multifaceted nature of punishment in contemporary contexts. Its interdisciplinary
approach and critical perspective encourage ongoing reflection on how societies govern crime,
enforce norms, and strive for justice amidst evolving social challenges.
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of crime control, this book explores how penality interacts with a variety of social forces including
strategies of power, socio-economic structures and cultural sensibilities.
  punishment and modern society david garland: The Culture of Control: Crime and Social
Order in Contemporary Society David Garland, 2001-03-29 The Culture of Control charts the
dramatic changes in crime control and criminal justice that have occurred in Britain and America
over the last 25 years. It explains these transformations by showing how the social organization of
late modern society has prompted a series of political and cultural adaptations that alter how
governments and citizens think and act in relation to crime. The book presents an original and
in-depth analysis of contemporary crime control, revealing its underlying logics and rationalities,
and identifying the social relations and cultural sensibilities that have produced this new culture of
control.
  punishment and modern society david garland: The SAGE Handbook of Punishment and
Society Jonathan Simon, Richard Sparks, 2012-09-18 The project of interpreting contemporary
forms of punishment means exploring the social, political, economic, and historical conditions in the
society in which those forms arise. The SAGE Handbook of Punishment and Society draws together
this disparate and expansive field of punishment and society into one compelling new volume.
Headed by two of the leading scholars in the field, Jonathan Simon and Richard Sparks have crafted
a comprehensive and definitive resource that illuminates some of the key themes in this complex
area - from historical and prospective issues to penal trends and related contributions through
theory, literature and philosophy. Incorporating a stellar and international line-up of contributors
the book addresses issues such as: capital punishment, the civilising process, gender, diversity,
inequality, power, human rights and neoliberalism. This engaging, vibrantly written collection will
be captivating reading for academics and researchers in criminology, penology, criminal justice,
sociology, cultural studies, philosophy and politics.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Punishment and Welfare David Garland,
2018-03-03 First published in 1985, this classic of law and society scholarship continues to shape the
research agenda of today's sociology of punishment. It is now republished with a new Preface by the
author. Punishment and Welfare explores the relation of punishment to politics, the historical
formation and development of criminology, and the way in which penal reform grew out of the
complex set of political projects that founded the modern welfare state. Its analyses powerfully
illuminate many of the central problems of contemporary penal and welfare policy, showing how
these problems grew out of political struggles and theoretical debates that occurred in the first
years of the 20th century. In conducting this investigation, David Garland developed a method of
research which combines detailed historical and textual analysis with a broader sociological vision,
thereby synthesizing two forms of analysis that are more often developed in isolation. The resulting
genealogy will interest everyone who works in this field. ... a brilliant book ... the main arguments of
Punishment and Welfare are undoubtedly some of the most tenacious and exciting to emerge from
the field of criminology in many years. Piers Bierne, Contemporary Sociology ... one of the most
important pieces of work ever to emerge in British criminology. It is a study of depth, subtlety and
complexity ... Garland's integration of close historical details with a broader sociological vision
provides a model methodology.... Stan Cohen, British Journal of Criminology This study shows how
early 20th-century penal policy was a function of the nation's social welfare practices. Garland's
theory is as applicable to the 21st century as it is to that earlier era: A tour de force. Malcolm
Feeley, University of California, Berkeley
  punishment and modern society david garland: The Culture of Punishment Michelle
Brown, 2009-10-15 Against the backdrop of unprecedented mass imprisonment, punishment
permeates everyday American life, carrying with it complex cultural meanings. This study shows
how racial & class distinctions have become entwined with the distinctions between the punished &
those who sanction, but do not suffer punishment.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Crime, Punishment and the Search for
Order in Ireland Shane Kilcommins, 2004



  punishment and modern society david garland: Prisoner Voices from Death Row Reena
Mary George, 2016-03-03 Death penalty has produced endless discourses not only in the context of
prisons, prisoners and punishment but also in various legal aspects concerning the validity of death
penalty, the right to life, and torture. Death penalty is embedded in Indian law, however very little is
known about the people who are on death row barring a few media reports on them. The main
objective of this book is to enquire whether the dignity of prisoners is upheld while they confront the
criminal justice system and whilst surviving on death row. Additionally, it explores the
lived-experiences and perceptions of prisoners on death row as they create meaning out of their
world. With this rationale, 111 prisoners on death row in India and some of their family members
were interviewed. The theoretical underpinnings of phenomenology and symbolic interactionism
coupled with data analysis lead to an understanding of the prisoners on death row with special
reference to their demographic profile and the impact of death sentence on their families. George’s
research highlights three salient features, namely: poverty, social exclusion and marginalisation are
antecedent to death penalty; death penalty is a constructed account by the state machinery; and
prisoners on death row situate dignity higher in the juxtaposition of death and dignity.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Punishment and Culture Philip Smith,
2008-03-15 Philip Smith attacks the comfortable notion that punishment is about justice, reason and
law. Instead, he argues that punishment is an essentially irrational act founded in ritual as a means
to control evil without creating more of it in the process.
  punishment and modern society david garland: The Black Child-Savers Geoff K. Ward,
2022-12-22 During the Progressive Era, a rehabilitative agenda took hold of American juvenile
justice, materializing as a citizen-and-state-building project and mirroring the unequal racial politics
of American democracy itself. Alongside this liberal manufactory of citizens, a parallel structure was
enacted: a Jim Crow juvenile justice system that endured across the nation for most of the twentieth
century. In The Black Child Savers, the first study of the rise and fall of Jim Crow juvenile justice,
Geoff Ward examines the origins and organization of this separate and unequal juvenile justice
system. Ward explores how generations of black child-savers mobilized to challenge the threat to
black youth and community interests and how this struggle grew aligned with a wider civil rights
movement, eventually forcing the formal integration of American juvenile justice. Ward's book
reveals nearly a century of struggle to build a more democratic model of juvenile justice—an effort
that succeeded in part, but ultimately failed to deliver black youth and community to liberal
rehabilitative ideals. At once an inspiring story about the shifting boundaries of race, citizenship,
and democracy in America and a crucial look at the nature of racial inequality, The Black Child
Savers is a stirring account of the stakes and meaning of social justice.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Redeeming a Prison Society Amy Levad,
2014 The United States criminal justice system is in a state of crisis, from unprecedented rates of
imprisonment and recidivism to the privatization of the prison system and the disproportionate
representation of particular racial, ethnic, social, and economic groups, all of which is within a
larger social justice context. Catholics and Protestants have largely failed to offer vital theological
responses. Amy Levad offers a Catholic perspective that directly addresses the concrete issues from
a strongly interdisciplinary approach and utilizes the rich liturgical and sacramental resources of
penance and Eucharist to offer a theological vision of reform.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Penal Practice and Culture, 1500–1900
Paul Griffiths, Simon Devereaux, 2003-11-12 The English were punished in many different ways in
the five centuries after 1500. This collection stretches from whipping to the gallows, and from the
first houses of correction to penitentiaries. Punishment provides a striking way to examine the
development of culture and society through time. These studies of penal practice explore violence,
cruelty and shame, while offering challenging new perspectives on the timing of the decline of public
punishment, the rise of imprisonment and reforms of the capital code.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Confronting Penal Excess David Hayes,
2019-11-14 This monograph considers the correlation between the relative success of retributive



penal policies in English-speaking liberal democracies since the 1970s, and the practical evidence of
increasingly excessive reliance on the penal State in those jurisdictions. It sets out three key
arguments. First, that increasingly excessive conditions in England and Wales over the last three
decades represent a failure of retributive theory. Second, that the penal minimalist cause cannot do
without retributive proportionality, at least in comparison to the limiting principles espoused by
rehabilitation, restorative justice and penal abolitionism. Third, that another retributivism is
therefore necessary if we are to confront penal excess. The monograph offers a sketch of this new
approach, 'late retributivism', as both a theory of punishment and of minimalist political action,
within a democratic society. Centrally, criminal punishment is approached as both a political act and
a policy choice. Consequently, penal theorists must take account of contemporary political contexts
in designing and advocating for their theories. Although this inquiry focuses primarily on England
and Wales, its models of retributivism and of academic contribution to democratic penal
policy-making are relevant to other jurisdictions, too.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Criminal Justice George S. Bridges, Joseph
G. Weis, Robert D. Crutchfield, 1996-02-22 This is a solid representation of criminological articles
that are important to the discipline. The important material from each article has been retained, yet
an undergraduate won′t be overwhelmed. The articles are germane and flow together; a certain
consistency in thought is presented to the student, as opposed to interesting but often semi-related
articles. This book is accessible and, in several areas, very enjoyable reading. -- A. L. Marsteller,
Drury College Also by the Editors: Crime (Vol. 1) and Juvenile Delinquency (Vol. 2) Why are these
edited collections THE anthologies to use for teaching Criminal Justice, Criminology, or Juvenile
Delinquency? * All volumes present the field accurately and completely to students and in a way that
is understandable to undergraduates and, therefore, teachable. * All include rich collections of
classic and contemporary articles, all of which have been carefully edited so that students can
master the material. * All volumes contain essays written by the Editors, which provide the
coherence and structure to the collections that undergraduate students need. Questions for
Discussion and Writing and well-prepared indexes help to make these anthologies even more
teachable. * All are edited by scholars who have the credentials and the undergraduate teaching
experience to make this three volume set a particularly rich resource.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Qualities of Mercy Carolyn Strange,
2011-11-01 Qualities of Mercy deals with the history of mercy, the remittance of punishments in the
criminal law. The writers probe the discretionary use of power and inquire how it has been exercised
to spare convicted criminals from the full might of the law. Drawing on the history of England,
Canada, and Australia in periods when both capital and corporal punishment were still practised,
they show that contrary to common assumptions the past was not a time of unmitigated terror and
they ask what inspired restraint in punishment. They conclude that the ability to decide who lived
and died -- through the exercise or denial of mercy -- reinforced the power structure. The essays are
an important contribution to current public policy debates. If today’s move towards unyielding and
harsher punishment proceeds, including campaigns to reinstate capital punishment, mercy alone will
fail to neutralize the inequities of criminal justice. Only profound cultural shifts and transitions of
sensibility have the force to stem the tide of unprecedented punitiveness.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Understanding Criminal Justice Philip
Daniel Smith, Kristin Natalier, 2005 Providing an overview of the sociological approaches to law and
criminal justice, this book focuses on how law and the criminal justice system inevitably affect one
another, and the ways in which both are intimately connected with wider social forces.
  punishment and modern society david garland: The Socio-economics of Crime and
Justice Brian Forst, 2016-06-16 This book on crime and justice is motivated primarily by the idea
that individual behaviour is influenced both by self-interest and by conscience, or by a sense of
community responsibility. Forst has assembled a collection of authors who are writing in four parts:
(1) the philosophical foundations and the moral dimension of crime and punishment; (2) the sense of
community and the way it influences the problem of crime; (3) on offenders and offences; and (4) on



the response of the criminal justice system.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Reading Southern Poverty Between the
Wars, 1918-1939 Richard Godden, Martin Crawford, 2006 Franklin D. Roosevelt once described the
South as the nation's number one economic problem. These twelve original, interdisciplinary essays
on southern indigence between the World Wars share a conviction that poverty is not just a dilemma
of the marketplace but also a cultural and political construction. Although previous studies have
examined the web of coercive social relations in which sharecroppers, wage laborers, and other poor
southerners were held in place, this volume opens up a new perspective. These essays show that
professed forces of change and modernization in the South--writers, photographers, activists, social
scientists, and policymakers--often subtly upheld the structures by which southern labor was being
exploited. Planters, politicians, and others who enforced the southern economic and social status
quo not only relied on bigotry but also manipulated deeply held American beliefs about sturdy
yeoman nobility and the sanctity of farm and family. Conversely, any threats to the system were
tarred with the imagery of big cities, northerners, and organized labor. The essays expose vestiges
of these beliefs in sources as varied as photographs from the Farm Security Administration,
statistics for incarceration and child labor, and the writings of Grace Lumpkin, Ellen Glasgow, and
Erskine Caldwell. This volume shows that those who work to eradicate poverty--and even victims of
poverty themselves--can hesitate to cross the line of race, gender, memory, or tradition in pursuit of
their goal.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Reframing Punishment: Reflections of
Culture, Literature and Morals , 2020-09-25 This interdisciplinary volume offers an attempt to
question, perplex and ultimately reframe our collective understanding of punishment.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Mettray Stephen A. Toth, 2019-11-15 The
Mettray Penal Colony was a private reformatory without walls, established in France in 1840 for the
rehabilitation of young male delinquents. Foucault linked its opening to the most significant change
in the modern status of prisons and now, at last, Stephen Toth takes us behind the gates to show
how the institution legitimized France's repression of criminal youth and added a unique layer to the
nation's carceral system. Drawing on insights from sociology, criminology, critical theory, and social
history, Stephen Toth dissects Mettray's social anatomy, exploring inmates' experiences. More than
17,000 young men passed through the reformatory before its closure, and Toth situates their
struggles within changing conceptions of childhood and adolescence in modern France. Mettray
demonstrates that the colony was an ill-conceived project marked by internal contradictions. Its
social order was one of subjection and subversion, as officials struggled for order and inmates
struggled for autonomy. Toth's formidable archival work exposes the nature of the relationships
between, and among, prisoners and administrators. He explores the daily grind of existence: living
conditions, discipline, labor, sex, and violence. Thus, he gives voice to the incarcerated, not simply to
the incarcerators, whose ideas and agendas tend to dominate the historical record. Mettray is, above
all else, a deeply personal illumination of life inside France's most venerated carceral institution.
  punishment and modern society david garland: Manitoba Law Journal Volume 47 Issue
5: Criminal Law Edition: Robson Crim RICHARD JOCHELSON, BRANDON TRASK , JAMES
GACEK, REBECCA JAREMKO BROMWICH, MELANIE MURCHISON, COLTON FEHR, JOHN
BURCHILL, 2025-07-29 The Manitoba Law Journal (MLJ) is a peer-reviewed journal founded in 1961.
The MLJ's current mission is to provide lively, independent and high caliber commentary on legal
events in Manitoba or events of special interest to our community. The MLJ aims to bring diverse
and multidisciplinary perspectives to the issues it studies, drawing on authors from Manitoba,
Canada and beyond. Robson Crim, published by the Manitoba Law Journal, deals with topics in
criminal law, criminology, criminal justice, legal studies, and social justice.
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Kevin Andre Towles - Alabama Death Row   Prosecutors say Towles beat the child as punishment
after Geontae received a conduct report at school, then staged a faked kidnapping with the boy's
mother in hopes of
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and Debate
Joseph Dwayne Murphy - Ohio   The board said Murphy’s “deprived history is not one previously
seen” in Ohio capital punishment cases and that his abuse was “chronic and consistent from his own
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