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When My Name Was Keoko: Exploring the Powerful Story Behind the Book

when my name was keoko instantly brings to mind a moving tale set during one
of the most turbulent periods in Korean history. This historical novel by
Linda Sue Park delicately weaves the experiences of two siblings living under
Japanese occupation in Korea during World War II. Beyond being just a story,
it’s an insightful journey into resilience, identity, and the complexities of
war from a young person’s perspective. If you’ve come across this title or
are curious about why it resonates so deeply, this article will explore the
book’s themes, historical context, and its significance in literature and
education.

Understanding the Historical Backdrop of When
My Name Was Keoko

Before diving into the story itself, it’s essential to grasp the historical
era that frames the narrative. The novel is set during the Japanese
occupation of Korea, which lasted from 1910 to 1945. This period was marked
by harsh control, cultural suppression, and forced assimilation.

The Japanese Occupation of Korea

During this occupation, Koreans were subjected to policies aimed at erasing
their national identity. One of the most distressing measures was the forced
adoption of Japanese names, a key element in “When My Name Was Keoko.” The
story highlights how the author’s characters navigate this imposed identity
shift, symbolizing the broader struggle of Korean people.

Impact on Korean Families

The novel doesn’t just focus on political events but zooms into the everyday
lives of families. The fear, uncertainty, and small acts of resistance within
homes paint a vivid picture of what it meant to live under occupation. This
personal lens makes the history relatable and poignant.

The Story and Characters of When My Name Was
Keoko

At its heart, “When My Name Was Keoko” is about two siblings, Sun-hee and
Tae-yul, and their family’s fight to maintain their Korean identity while
surviving under oppressive rule.



Sun-hee: The Voice of Courage

Sun-hee is the sister who narrates part of the story. Her perspective offers
insight into the emotional and cultural challenges faced by young Koreans.
She represents bravery and the desire for freedom in a world that seeks to
silence her.

Tae-yul: The Protector and Rebel

Tae-yul, Sun-hee’s older brother, embodies resistance. His involvement in
underground movements and acts of defiance against the Japanese authorities
showcases the spirit of rebellion that many Koreans felt during this time.

Family Dynamics and Identity

The family’s interactions underscore the complex emotions surrounding
identity, loyalty, and survival. The forced name change from Korean to
Japanese names is a central conflict that affects each character differently,
highlighting the psychological toll of colonialism.

Thematic Exploration in When My Name Was Keoko

Linda Sue Park’s novel is rich with themes that go beyond the historical
setting, making it relevant to readers of all backgrounds.

Identity and Assimilation

One of the most prominent themes is the struggle with identity. The title
itself reflects this—“Keoko” being the Japanese name forced upon Sun-hee. The
story explores how names carry deep cultural significance and how losing
one’s name can feel like losing a piece of oneself.

Resistance and Survival

The characters’ small acts of defiance demonstrate that resistance isn’t
always loud or violent. Sometimes, survival itself is an act of rebellion.
The novel encourages readers to think about the varied forms that courage can
take.

Family and Loyalty

The bonds between family members provide strength in the face of adversity.
The story shows how family loyalty can both complicate and reinforce personal
choices during difficult times.



Why When My Name Was Keoko is Important in
Literature and Education

This novel holds a special place in both historical fiction and classroom
settings.

Bringing Korean History to a Wider Audience

Many readers, especially in the West, may not be familiar with Korea’s
experience during World War II. “When My Name Was Keoko” serves as an
accessible entry point for learning about this period, filling a gap in
historical knowledge.

Engaging Young Readers

Written for middle-grade readers, the book uses relatable characters and a
compelling narrative to introduce complex historical topics. This approach
helps young readers develop empathy and a deeper understanding of cultural
and historical diversity.

Encouraging Discussions on Identity and Human Rights

Teachers and parents often use the book to spark important conversations
about identity, oppression, and resilience. These discussions are valuable
for fostering critical thinking and social awareness.

Tips for Reading and Teaching When My Name Was
Keoko

Whether you’re reading the book for pleasure or using it in an educational
context, here are some suggestions to enrich your experience:

Research the Historical Context: Supplement the reading with background
information on the Japanese occupation of Korea to gain a fuller
understanding.

Discuss the Meaning of Names: Explore why names matter, culturally and
personally, and how forced name changes affect identity.

Reflect on Resistance: Encourage readers to think about different ways
people resist injustice, big and small.

Compare Perspectives: Look at other literature or documentaries about
World War II from Asian perspectives for a broader view.

Creative Projects: Have readers write diaries or letters from the
viewpoint of the characters to deepen empathy.



Where to Find When My Name Was Keoko

If you’re interested in picking up a copy of “When My Name Was Keoko,” it’s
widely available in bookstores, libraries, and online retailers. Many
educational editions come with discussion guides, making it easier for
teachers and parents to facilitate meaningful conversations.

Additionally, audiobook versions and e-books provide flexible ways to enjoy
the story. Some editions include maps and historical notes to enhance the
reading experience.

When My Name Was Keoko remains a significant novel for anyone interested in
historical fiction, Korean history, or stories of human resilience. Its blend
of personal narrative and historical detail invites readers into a world that
is both educational and emotionally compelling, reminding us all of the power
of identity and the strength it takes to hold onto it in the face of
adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'When My Name Was Keoko'?

The main theme of 'When My Name Was Keoko' is the struggle for identity and
survival during the Japanese occupation of Korea in World War II.

Who are the main characters in 'When My Name Was
Keoko'?

The main characters are Sun-hee and her brother Tae-yul, siblings who
experience the challenges of living under Japanese rule.

How does 'When My Name Was Keoko' portray the impact
of Japanese occupation on Korean families?

The book portrays the impact through the personal experiences of the siblings
and their family, highlighting the loss of cultural identity, forced name
changes, and the hardships they endure.

What perspective is 'When My Name Was Keoko' told
from?

The story is told from the alternating perspectives of Sun-hee and Tae-yul,
giving insight into both a young girl's and boy's experiences during the
occupation.

Why is 'When My Name Was Keoko' considered an
important historical novel for young readers?

It is considered important because it introduces young readers to a



significant and often overlooked period in history, fostering empathy and
understanding of cultural identity and resilience.

Additional Resources
**When My Name Was Keoko: A Thoughtful Exploration of Identity and History**

when my name was keoko is more than just the title of a historical novel; it
serves as a poignant entry point into a complex narrative exploring identity,
cultural survival, and the harsh realities of life under Japanese colonial
rule in Korea. Written by Linda Sue Park, this book delves into the personal
and political upheavals experienced during World War II, offering readers a
multi-dimensional perspective on a lesser-known chapter of Asian history.
This article aims to provide an analytical overview of *When My Name Was
Keoko*, examining its thematic depth, narrative strategies, and its
significance in historical fiction.

Contextualizing *When My Name Was Keoko* within
Historical Fiction

Set against the backdrop of Korea under Japanese occupation from 1910 to
1945, *When My Name Was Keoko* captures the intense struggle of Korean people
to maintain their identity and heritage. The novel is notable for its dual
narrative structure, alternating between the perspectives of a brother and
sister, Tae-yul and Sun-hee, which lends a multi-faceted view of the period.

The historical setting is critical for understanding the book's impact.
Japanese efforts to suppress Korean culture, including the forced adoption of
Japanese names and language, form a central conflict in the story. This
contextual framework allows the novel to serve as both a personal tale and a
broader socio-political commentary.

Thematic Exploration: Identity and Resistance

At the heart of *When My Name Was Keoko* lies the theme of identity—both
personal and cultural. The enforced name changes symbolize a larger attempt
to erase Korean heritage, making the title itself a powerful statement. Park
sensitively explores how the characters grapple with these imposed
identities, balancing survival with the preservation of their true selves.

The novel’s portrayal of resistance is subtle yet profound. Instead of
depicting overt rebellion, it highlights quiet acts of defiance, such as
secretly speaking Korean or hiding cherished cultural artifacts. This nuanced
approach contrasts with many war stories that focus primarily on battlefield
heroics, emphasizing instead the resilience found in everyday resistance.

Character Development and Narrative Technique

Linda Sue Park employs a dual narrative voice to great effect, alternating
chapters between Tae-yul and Sun-hee. This technique offers readers insights



into the gendered experiences of war and occupation. Tae-yul’s perspective
often centers on external events and moral dilemmas, while Sun-hee’s
narrative is more intimate, focusing on family dynamics and internal
struggles.

The characters are well-rounded, with their motivations and emotions
portrayed authentically. The author avoids simplistic portrayals of good and
evil, instead showing the complexities of people caught in difficult
circumstances. This balanced characterization enhances the novel’s
credibility and emotional impact.

Historical Accuracy and Educational Value

One of the strengths of *When My Name Was Keoko* is its commitment to
historical accuracy. Park conducted extensive research to ensure the
depiction of Japanese colonial policies and Korean responses was factual and
respectful. The novel incorporates real historical elements such as the
enforced use of Japanese language in schools and the conscription of Koreans
into the Japanese military.

For educators and readers interested in Asian history, the book serves as a
valuable resource. It sheds light on an often-overlooked period and invites
reflection on themes of colonialism, cultural erasure, and resilience. The
inclusion of a glossary and historical notes in some editions further
enhances its educational utility.

Comparative Insights: *When My Name Was Keoko* and
Other Historical Novels

When compared to other historical fiction set during World War II,
particularly those focusing on European theaters or the Pacific War, *When My
Name Was Keoko* stands out for its focus on Korean experiences. This unique
perspective fills a gap in the genre, offering readers a fresh lens on war
and occupation.

Unlike novels that emphasize action or espionage, Park’s work prioritizes the
emotional and cultural dimensions of its characters’ lives. The novel’s
measured pace and introspective tone may differ from more fast-paced war
stories, but this approach allows for deeper engagement with the themes of
identity and survival.

Literary Features and Style

Linda Sue Park’s prose in *When My Name Was Keoko* is accessible yet
evocative. The language is straightforward, making the novel suitable for
young adult readers while maintaining literary merit. The alternating
viewpoints create a rhythm that keeps the narrative engaging and dynamic.

The use of symbolism, such as the significance of names and the recurring
motif of secrecy, enriches the text. Park’s ability to weave historical facts
seamlessly into the personal stories of the characters exemplifies effective
historical fiction writing.



Pros and Cons of *When My Name Was Keoko*

Pros:

Offers a unique perspective on Japanese occupation of Korea.

Well-researched and historically accurate.

Engaging dual narrative structure adds depth.

Accessible language suitable for younger readers and educators.

Explores themes of identity and cultural resilience sensitively.

Cons:

The pacing may feel slow to readers expecting action-driven war
stories.

Some secondary characters are less developed.

Readers unfamiliar with Korean history might require additional
context.

The Impact and Reception of *When My Name Was
Keoko*

Since its publication, *When My Name Was Keoko* has been praised for bringing
Korean history to a wider audience, especially in the United States. The
novel has been included in various school curricula, helping to diversify the
historical narratives presented to students.

Critics have lauded the author’s ability to humanize a difficult period
through relatable characters and compelling storytelling. The book’s
exploration of cultural identity resonates beyond its historical setting,
touching on universal themes relevant to readers worldwide.

Why *When My Name Was Keoko* Remains Relevant

In an era where discussions about cultural identity, colonial history, and
the effects of war are increasingly prominent, *When My Name Was Keoko*
continues to hold significance. Its nuanced portrayal of the impact of
colonization on individual lives offers lessons applicable to many contexts.

The novel invites readers to consider how names, language, and cultural
practices shape identity and how these elements can be sources of both
oppression and empowerment. This relevance ensures its place within both



literary and educational circles.

Exploring *When My Name Was Keoko* ultimately reveals a deeply human story
situated within a critical historical moment. Through its thoughtful
narrative and careful research, it encourages reflection on the enduring
power of identity and the quiet strength found in resistance.

When My Name Was Keoko
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presented; and offers strategies to teach the sense and structure of Standard English and other
language variations, so that all students may add Standard English to their linguistic toolboxes.
  when my name was keoko: Children's Book-a-Day Almanac Anita Silvey, 2012-10-30 “An
expert on children’s literature . . . provides a worthwhile resource for teachers, librarians, and
parents.” —Booklist The Children's Book-a-Day Almanac is a new way to discover a great children's
book—every day of the year! This fresh, inventive reference book is a dynamic way to showcase the
gems, both new and old, of children's literature. Each page features an event of the day, a children's
book that relates to that event, and a list of other events that took place on that day. Always
informative and often surprising, celebrate a year of literature for children with The Children's
Book-a-Day Almanac. “This has solid possibilities as a springboard for daily reading and writing
activities in the classroom or as simply a book-focused way to start the day.” ―Bulletin of the Center
for Children’s Books
  when my name was keoko: When My Name Was Keoko Teacher Guide Novel Units, Inc.
Staff, 2004
  when my name was keoko: Names and Naming in Young Adult Literature Alleen Pace
Nilsen, Don L. F. Nilsen, 2007-07-05 This book shows how authors of young adult literature use the
creation of names for people, places, events, inventions, animals, and imaginary concepts as one of
their most important literary techniques. Chapters address how authors use names to stretch
readers' emotions, to reveal ethnic values and differences, to create other worlds, and to establish
tone. Other chapters focus on how authors use names to help readers remember who is who, such as
J. K. Rowling in the Harry Potter books, or to communicate separate messages to adults and to
young readers, as exemplified by Richard Handler in the Lemony Snicket books. Names and Naming
in Young Adult Literature equips readers with the interest and the skill to make similar observations
about names and naming when they read other books. Looking at the names an author has chosen to
use is a wonderful first step in introducing readers to the concept of literary criticism as something
to help readers get more pleasure and information from their reading. Public and school librarians,
college instructors of young adult literature, teachers of creative writing, high school English
teachers, and anyone else who is interested in young adult literature will find this book extremely
interesting.
  when my name was keoko: Deeper Writing Robin W. Holland, 2012-11-15 A guide for teaching
successful creative writing, includes writing prompts, mentor texts to inspire student writing, and
guidelines for creating original quick writes.
  when my name was keoko: A Single Shard - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Marie-Helen Goyetche,
2009-10-01 Gain a sense of responsibility and knowing what it's like to have someone's fate in their
hands. Our resource is great for quizzes, vocabulary and writing prompts. Predict what will happen
between Tree-ear and Min, and whether Tree-ear will become a potter. Match characters to their
actions in the story. Use words in a sentence to show its meaning. Describe how Tree-ear prepares
the clay for Min, and how different the process would be today. Write the step-by-step instructions
on Kang's new technique for making pottery. Compare Min and Kang's work in a Venn Diagram.
Design a poster advertising Min's pottery. Find the cities from the novel on a setting map of Korea.
Aligned to your State Standards, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and
answer key are also included. About the Novel: Set in 12th Century Korea, Tree-ear—an orphaned
little boy—lives under a bridge with a disabled older friend and caretaker named Crane-man.
Tree-ear is fascinated with a local potter named Min and dreams of creating his own ceramics. The
trade of potter is unfortunately passed down from father to son, therefore Min can’t teach Tree-ear
the trade. The Royal Emissary tours the village in search for a new potter for the palace. Min and
Kang—another pottery-maker—compete for the honor. The emissary chooses Kang but tells Min that
if he can create more work and bring it to Puyo, he will reconsider his choice. Now, Min’s fate rests
in the hands of Tree-ear, who must deliver the pottery to the palace.
  when my name was keoko: Handbook of Research on Children's and Young Adult
Literature Shelby Wolf, Karen Coats, Patricia Enciso, Christine Jenkins, 2011-04-27 This landmark



volume is the first to bring together leading scholarship on children’s and young adult literature
from three intersecting disciplines: Education, English, and Library and Information Science.
Distinguished by its multidisciplinary approach, it describes and analyzes the different aspects of
literary reading, texts, and contexts to illuminate how the book is transformed within and across
different academic figurations of reading and interpreting children’s literature. Part one considers
perspectives on readers and reading literature in home, school, library, and community settings.
Part two introduces analytic frames for studying young adult novels, picturebooks, indigenous
literature, graphic novels, and other genres. Chapters include commentary on literary experiences
and creative production from renowned authors and illustrators. Part three focuses on the social
contexts of literary study, with chapters on censorship, awards, marketing, and literary museums.
The singular contribution of this Handbook is to lay the groundwork for colleagues across disciplines
to redraw the map of their separately figured worlds, thus to enlarge the scope of scholarship and
dialogue as well as push ahead into uncharted territory.
  when my name was keoko: Girls' Literacy Experiences in and Out of School Elaine
O'Quinn, Elaine J. O'Quinn, 2013 Through thoughtful analysis of girls' historical literacy experiences,
their contemporary reading and writing lives, and trends in young adult literature, this book sheds
new light on how teachers can better understand and create classroom experiences that make girls
visible both to themselves and to others. Historically, the status of girls has evoked much less
research than that of boys. Recently emerging scholastic and strategic study concerning the
vulnerability of girls is adding a vital missing component to this continually emerging discourse.
Looking at many aspects of girls' gendered lives, this text considers the specific perspectives of the
social and cultural constructions that script gender, particularly as they apply to girls in our
classrooms. Prominent scholars in their respective fields examine the myriad forces that shape the
lives of American girls, from the earliest didactic records of manuals and books of conduct to current
artifacts of contemporary culture. By investigating both the scholarly literature on girls as well as
well as the primary sources of a material culture, the authors seek to unravel how adolescent girls
learn and seek to compose identities. By closely examining girls' practices, in which are embedded
issues of class, race, ethnicity, immigrant status, and sexuality, the text considers some of the
values, structures, and trajectories that have come to define teenage girlhood. Its distinctive
contribution is to unpack some of the assumptions of girls in English classrooms and to critically
examine their experiences as they try to fit preconceived norms while forming their own
personhood-- Provided by publisher.
  when my name was keoko: Crossing the Curriculum Vivian Zamel, Ruth Spack, 2004-02-26
As college classrooms have become more linguistically diverse, the work of ESOL professionals has
expanded to include research on the experiences of multilingual learners not only in ESOL courses
but also in courses across the curriculum. At the same time that ESOL professionals are trying to
understand the academic challenges that learners face beyond ESOL courses, faculty across the
disciplines are trying to meet the challenge of teaching students of differing linguistic backgrounds.
Crossing the Curriculum: Multilingual Learners in College Classrooms responds to these issues and
concerns by capturing the complex and content-specific nature of students' and teachers'
experiences and providing a nuanced understanding of how multilingual students' learning can be
fostered and sustained. Crossing the Curriculum: Multilingual Learners in College Classrooms is
unique in bringing together the perspectives of researchers, students, and teachers. These multiple
lenses allow for a richly layered picture of how students and teachers actually experience college
classrooms. Common themes and pedagogical principles resonate across the three distinct sections
of the book: *Part One, Investigating Students' Experiences Across the Curriculum: Through the
Eyes of Classroom Researchers, consists of chapters written by ESOL and composition researchers
who have investigated multilingual students' experiences in undergraduate courses across the
curriculum. *Part Two, Learning Across the Curriculum: Through Students' Eyes, consists of
chapters written by two multilingual learners who chronicled their experiences as they crossed the
curriculum over time. *Part Three, Engaging Students in Learning: Through the Eyes of Faculty



Across the Curriculum, consists of chapters written by faculty from several academic
fields--Anthropology, Philosophy, Nursing, Literature, Sociology, and Asian American Studies--who
discuss their own attempts to address the needs of multilingual learners in their classrooms.
  when my name was keoko: Linda Sue Park Michelle Parker-Rock, 2008-07-01 A biography of
children's author Linda Sue Park, including her childhood, her path to becoming an author, how she
writes, and her advice for young authors.
  when my name was keoko: To See the Wizard Laurie Ousley, 2021-02-19 To See the Wizard:
Politics and the Literature of Childhood takes its central premise, as the title indicates, from L.
Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Upon their return to The Emerald City after killing the
Wicked Witch of the West, the task the Wizard assigned them, Dorothy, the Tin Woodman,
Scarecrow, and Lion learn that the wizard is a “humbug,” merely a man from Nebraska manipulating
them and the citizens of both the Emerald City and of Oz from behind a screen. Yet they all continue
to believe in the powers they know he does not have, still insisting he grant their wishes. The image
of the man behind the screen—and the reader’s continued pursuit of the Wizard—is a powerful one
that has at its core an issue central to the study of children’s literature: the relationship between the
adult writer and the child reader. As Jack Zipes, Perry Nodelman, Daniel Hade, Jacqueline Rose, and
many others point out, before the literature for children and young adults actually reaches these
intended readers, it has been mediated by many and diverse cultural, social, political, psychological,
and economic forces. These forces occasionally work purposefully in an attempt to consciously
socialize or empower, training the reader into a particular identity or way of viewing the world, by
one who considers him or herself an advocate for children. Obviously, these “wizards” acting in
literature can be the writers themselves, but they can also be the publishers, corporations, school
boards, teachers, librarians, literary critics, and parents, and these advocates can be conservative,
progressive, or any gradation in between. It is the purpose of this volume to interrogate the politics
and the political powers at work in literature for children and young adults. Childhood is an
important site of political debate, and children often the victims or beneficiaries of adult uses of
power; one would be hard-pressed to find a category of literature more contested than that written
for children and adolescents. Peter Hunt writes in his introduction to Understanding Children’s
Literature, that children’s books “are overtly important educationally and commercially—with
consequences across the culture, from language to politics: most adults, and almost certainly the
vast majority in positions of power and influence, read children’s books as children, and it is
inconceivable that the ideologies permeating those books had no influence on their development.” If
there were a question about the central position literature for children and young adults has in
political contests, one needs to look no further than the myriad struggles surrounding censorship.
Mark I. West observes, for instance, “Throughout the history of children’s literature, the people who
have tried to censor children’s books, for all their ideological differences, share a rather romantic
view about the power of books. They believe, or at least they profess to believe, that books are such
a major influence in the formation of children’s values and attitudes that adults need to monitor
every word that children read.” Because childhood and young-adulthood are the sites of political
debate for issues ranging from civil rights and racism to the construction and definition of the
family, indoctrinating children into or subverting national and religious ideologies, the literature of
childhood bears consciously political analysis, asking how socialization works, how children and
young adults learn of social, cultural and political expectations, as well as how literature can
propose means of fighting those structures. To See the Wizard: Politics and the Literature of
Childhood intends to offer analysis of the political content and context of literature written for and
about children and young adults. The essays included in To See the Wizard analyze nineteenth and
twentieth century literature from America, Britain, Australia, the Caribbean, and Sri Lanka that is
for and about children and adolescents. The essays address issues of racial and national identity and
representation, poverty and class mobility, gender, sexuality and power, and the uses of literature in
the healing of trauma and the construction of an authentic self.
  when my name was keoko: Teaching Children's Literature Christine H. Leland, Mitzi



Lewison, Jerome C. Harste, 2022-11-17 Now in its third edition, this indispensable text offers a
critical perspective on how to integrate children’s literature into the curriculum in effective,
purposeful ways. Structured around three mantras that build on each other—Enjoy; Dig deeply; Take
action—the book is rich with real examples of teachers implementing critical pedagogy and tools to
support students’ development as enthusiastic readers and thinkers. The materials and practical
strategies focus on issues that impact children’s lives, building from students’ personal experiences
and cultural knowledge by using language to question the everyday world, analyze popular culture
and media, understand how power relationships are socially constructed, and consider actions that
can be taken to promote social justice. Each chapter features classroom vignettes showcasing the
use of literature and inviting conversation; three key principles elaborating the main theme of the
chapter and connecting theory with practice; and related research on the topics and their
importance for curriculum. Thoroughly revised, the third edition includes new recommendations for
teaching with a critical edge and exploring alternative approaches to standardized assessment. With
more attention to culturally and linguistically diverse learners and addressing new topics such as
censorship and controversial texts, the new edition is essential for courses on teaching children’s
literature and English Language Arts methods, and for every preservice elementary and middle
school English teacher. A companion website to enrich and extend the text includes an annotated
bibliography of literature selections, suggested text sets, resources by chapter, ideas for
professional development, and recommendations for further reading.
  when my name was keoko: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their Creators ,
Upon publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s literature,
Children’s Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians, educators, and
specialists interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to Children’s
Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable reference,
geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces readers to the
wealth of children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for children, the ones
that inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to include newcomers
such as J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on publishing and educational
trends, this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved children’s authors and
illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal glimpses into craft by
well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by category. The Essential
Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of contemporary children’s
literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or working with children.
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