
tree of life narrative therapy

Tree of Life Narrative Therapy: A Healing Journey Through Stories

tree of life narrative therapy is a unique and inspiring approach to counseling that uses storytelling as

a powerful tool for healing and empowerment. Rooted in the principles of narrative therapy, this

method encourages individuals to explore their lives as stories, focusing on strengths, values, and

resilience rather than problems or deficits. Originating from the work of social worker and therapist

David Denborough, the Tree of Life approach draws on metaphor and creativity to help people

reconnect with their identity and build hope for the future.

If you’re curious about how narrative therapy can be transformed into a visual and symbolic practice,

or how it can be applied to diverse populations including children, families, and communities, this

exploration of the tree of life narrative therapy offers valuable insights. Beyond the traditional talk

therapy, it invites clients to become the authors of their own stories, fostering a sense of agency and

meaning.

What Is Tree of Life Narrative Therapy?

At its core, tree of life narrative therapy is a therapeutic technique that uses the metaphor of a tree to

help individuals map out their life stories. The tree serves as a visual and symbolic representation of a

person’s experiences, values, skills, hopes, and relationships. Each part of the tree corresponds to

different aspects of life:

- **Roots** represent a person’s origins, background, culture, and foundational experiences.

- **Trunk** symbolizes strengths, skills, and qualities that support the individual.

- **Branches** illustrate hopes, dreams, and future aspirations.

- **Leaves** reflect important people, relationships, and connections.

- **Fruits or flowers** show achievements, gifts, and contributions to others.



By engaging with these elements, clients move beyond problem-saturated stories and begin to

recognize their resilience and resources. This shift in narrative can promote healing, especially for

individuals who have experienced trauma, loss, or marginalization.

The Origins and Philosophy Behind the Approach

Tree of life narrative therapy was developed as part of a broader narrative therapy movement,

emphasizing the power of stories to shape our identities. David Denborough and his colleagues

created this approach to be culturally sensitive and non-threatening, particularly for use with children,

refugees, and people in crisis.

The philosophy is grounded in the belief that everyone’s story matters and that people are not defined

by their problems. Instead, the therapy focuses on uncovering “alternative” stories—those that highlight

strengths and positive experiences. This aligns with the narrative therapy principle that problems are

separate from people, allowing them to externalize difficulties and view themselves in a new light.

How Tree of Life Narrative Therapy Works in Practice

The therapy typically unfolds through guided sessions where clients are invited to draw or describe

their tree, either literally on paper or metaphorically through conversation. This creative process

encourages reflection and dialogue, allowing the therapist and client to explore various parts of the

tree together.

Step-by-Step Process

1. **Drawing the roots:** The client reflects on their roots, including family history, culture, values, and

early influences.



2. **Exploring the trunk:** Discussion focuses on personal strengths, skills, and qualities that provide

stability.

3. **Mapping the branches:** Clients identify their hopes, dreams, and goals, envisioning where they

want to grow.

4. **Identifying leaves:** Significant people and relationships are recognized, emphasizing social

support.

5. **Recognizing fruits and flowers:** Achievements and gifts are celebrated, reinforcing self-worth.

6. **Reflecting on the tree as a whole:** The client sees their life as a living, growing entity, full of

possibilities.

This process can be adapted for group therapy, schools, or community programs, making it a versatile

tool in various settings.

Benefits and Therapeutic Outcomes

Tree of life narrative therapy offers numerous benefits, such as:

- **Empowerment:** Clients gain a sense of control over their stories.

- **Increased self-esteem:** Focusing on strengths and achievements boosts confidence.

- **Cultural connection:** Roots help clients reconnect with their heritage and identity.

- **Hope and motivation:** Branches remind individuals of their future goals and dreams.

- **Improved relationships:** Recognizing leaves nurtures social support networks.

- **Trauma recovery:** Externalizing problems reduces shame and promotes healing.

Many therapists find that clients respond well to the visual and creative nature of the approach,

especially those who struggle with traditional talk therapy.



Applications of Tree of Life Narrative Therapy

Because of its adaptable and compassionate nature, tree of life narrative therapy is used with a wide

range of populations and issues.

Working with Children and Adolescents

Children often find it easier to express themselves through stories, drawings, and metaphors. Using

the tree metaphor, therapists can help young clients articulate feelings, build resilience, and strengthen

identity without focusing solely on problems.

Supporting Refugees and Trauma Survivors

The approach is particularly effective for refugees and survivors of trauma, as it honors their

backgrounds and acknowledges the hardships they’ve endured while highlighting strengths and coping

strategies. It creates a safe space for storytelling that respects cultural differences and personal

narratives.

Community and Group Therapy Settings

Group sessions using the tree of life method can foster connection and shared understanding among

participants. Communities recovering from collective trauma or marginalized groups benefit from this

collective storytelling, which builds solidarity and mutual support.



Incorporating the Approach into Everyday Counseling

Therapists can integrate tree of life narrative therapy techniques into their existing practices by

encouraging clients to explore their life stories through metaphor and creative expression. This can be

done alongside other therapeutic modalities, enhancing the depth and richness of the counseling

experience.

Tips for Practitioners Using Tree of Life Narrative Therapy

If you’re a therapist or counselor interested in incorporating this method, here are some helpful tips:

- **Create a safe environment:** Encourage openness and creativity without judgment.

- **Use visual aids:** Drawing the tree can be a powerful tool, especially for visual learners.

- **Be culturally sensitive:** Respect clients’ backgrounds and adapt questions accordingly.

- **Encourage storytelling:** Allow clients to narrate their stories in their own words.

- **Focus on strengths:** Gently guide the conversation toward skills, values, and hopes.

- **Be flexible:** Adjust the process to fit individual or group needs.

By integrating these practices, therapists can enhance client engagement and promote meaningful

growth.

The Science and Evidence Supporting Tree of Life Narrative

Therapy

While narrative therapy as a whole has a growing body of research backing its effectiveness, studies

specifically on tree of life narrative therapy highlight its usefulness in trauma recovery, resilience

building, and identity development. Research suggests that this approach can reduce symptoms of



depression and anxiety by shifting clients’ perspectives on their experiences.

Moreover, the method’s emphasis on empowerment and cultural respect aligns with best practices in

community psychology and trauma-informed care. Its adaptability in diverse settings—from schools to

refugee camps—demonstrates its practical value and relevance.

Integrating Tree of Life Narrative Therapy with Other Healing

Modalities

Many therapists find success in combining tree of life narrative therapy with other therapeutic

approaches such as cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), art therapy, or mindfulness practices. For

example, after mapping out the tree, clients might engage in mindfulness exercises to stay grounded

or use CBT techniques to challenge negative thought patterns related to their narratives.

Art therapy can complement the visual nature of the tree, allowing clients to deepen their connection

with their stories through creative expression. Such integrative approaches enrich the therapeutic

process and tailor it to individual needs.

---

Engaging with tree of life narrative therapy invites both clients and therapists into a collaborative

storytelling journey that fosters healing, resilience, and hope. By seeing life as a flourishing

tree—rooted in the past, strong in the present, and growing toward the future—individuals can

rediscover their strengths and envision new possibilities for their lives. Whether in individual

counseling, group work, or community programs, the tree of life metaphor continues to inspire

transformation through the power of narrative.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Tree of Life narrative therapy?

Tree of Life narrative therapy is a therapeutic approach that uses the metaphor of a tree to help

individuals explore and express their life stories, strengths, values, and hopes in a structured and

creative way.

How does the Tree of Life narrative therapy work?

In Tree of Life narrative therapy, clients are guided to map different parts of their lives onto elements

of a tree—such as roots for heritage, trunk for strengths, branches for hopes, and leaves for important

people—facilitating self-reflection and empowerment.

Who can benefit from Tree of Life narrative therapy?

Tree of Life narrative therapy can benefit people of all ages, including children, adolescents, and

adults, especially those dealing with trauma, loss, identity issues, or seeking personal growth.

What are the main components of the Tree of Life in this therapy?

The main components include roots (cultural background and history), trunk (personal strengths and

skills), branches (hopes and dreams), leaves (important people in one’s life), fruits (gifts received from

others), and storms (challenges faced).

Is Tree of Life narrative therapy used in group or individual settings?

Tree of Life narrative therapy can be effectively used in both individual and group therapy settings,

often fostering connection and shared understanding in group contexts.

What are the benefits of using Tree of Life narrative therapy?

Benefits include enhancing self-awareness, fostering resilience, promoting hope, enabling clients to re-



author their stories, and strengthening cultural identity and social connections.

How does Tree of Life narrative therapy address trauma?

By externalizing problems and focusing on strengths and resources through the tree metaphor, this

therapy helps individuals process trauma in a safe, empowering way without being overwhelmed by

their difficulties.

Can Tree of Life narrative therapy be integrated with other therapeutic

approaches?

Yes, Tree of Life narrative therapy is flexible and can be integrated with other approaches such as

cognitive-behavioral therapy, art therapy, and mindfulness practices to enhance therapeutic outcomes.

Additional Resources

Tree of Life Narrative Therapy: A Transformative Approach to Healing and Identity

tree of life narrative therapy has emerged as a compelling and innovative approach within the broader

field of narrative therapy, offering profound insights into personal identity, resilience, and healing.

Rooted in the principles of storytelling and metaphor, this therapeutic model leverages the symbolic

power of the tree of life to help individuals explore their life stories in a structured yet deeply personal

way. Over the past decades, it has gained recognition for its culturally sensitive and strength-based

methodology, particularly in contexts involving trauma, displacement, and social challenges.

Understanding Tree of Life Narrative Therapy

At its core, tree of life narrative therapy is a form of narrative therapy that employs the metaphor of a

tree to facilitate clients’ reflection on their lives. Developed by Australian social worker and narrative



therapist David Denborough, this approach invites individuals to map out various aspects of their

identity and experience through the elements of a tree: roots, trunk, branches, leaves, and fruits. Each

part corresponds to different facets of the person’s life story, from foundational values and

relationships to hopes and skills.

Unlike traditional therapies that may focus extensively on pathology or problems, tree of life narrative

therapy centers on strengths, resources, and the positive stories individuals tell about themselves. This

model is designed to empower clients, helping them reclaim agency over their narratives and construct

richer, more hopeful life stories. The therapy is especially valuable in multicultural and trauma-informed

settings, where clients’ histories and identities are complex and multifaceted.

Key Components of the Tree of Life Narrative Therapy

The tree metaphor functions as an organizing framework that guides clients through a therapeutic

journey. Each element of the tree symbolizes a distinct domain:

Roots: Represent the individual’s background, family heritage, and cultural identity. They anchor

a person in their history and community.

Trunk: Symbolizes personal qualities, skills, and core values—the stable characteristics that

support daily life.

Branches: Reflect hopes, dreams, and aspirations that extend into the future.

Leaves: Denote important people in the client’s life who provide support and nourishment.

Fruits and Flowers: Represent achievements, gifts, and contributions that the person offers to

others.



By externalizing life experiences into these tangible symbols, clients can visualize their narratives,

which both normalizes their experiences and highlights strengths often overlooked in conventional

therapy settings.

Applications and Effectiveness

Tree of life narrative therapy has been applied across diverse populations, including refugees,

survivors of trauma, children, and marginalized groups. Its narrative and metaphorical approach is

particularly suited to contexts where language, culture, or trauma may complicate straightforward

verbal communication. For example, in refugee camps or communities affected by war, this therapy

facilitates storytelling in a non-threatening and culturally respectful manner.

Research on narrative therapies broadly supports their efficacy in enhancing self-esteem, reducing

symptoms of depression, and fostering resilience. While specific empirical studies on tree of life

narrative therapy are emerging, qualitative data and clinical observations indicate that the method

successfully helps clients reconnect with positive aspects of their identities and develop a more hopeful

outlook. Moreover, practitioners report that the therapy encourages collaboration and mutual respect

between therapist and client, which is essential for effective mental health interventions.

Comparisons with Other Narrative Therapies

While narrative therapy as a discipline focuses on deconstructing problem-saturated stories and

reconstructing empowering narratives, the tree of life narrative therapy distinguishes itself through its

structured use of metaphor and visual storytelling. This contrasts with more dialogical or discourse-

based approaches where the focus may be more fluid or abstract.

Additionally, tree of life narrative therapy is often more accessible to children and individuals with

limited verbal skills, given the tangible, creative nature of the tree metaphor. This makes it a versatile



tool in both clinical and community mental health settings. However, some critics argue that its

metaphorical emphasis could oversimplify complex psychological issues if not combined with other

therapeutic techniques.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths

Strength-Based Focus: Emphasizes clients’ skills, values, and relationships rather than deficits or

disorders.

Cultural Sensitivity: Respects diverse backgrounds and is adaptable to various cultural

narratives.

Visual and Creative: Engages clients through art and metaphor, which can be especially helpful

for children and trauma survivors.

Empowerment: Enhances agency by allowing clients to author their life stories actively.

Limitations

Potential Oversimplification: The metaphor might not capture all complexities of mental health

conditions.



Requires Skilled Facilitation: Therapists must be adept at narrative techniques and cultural

competence to avoid misinterpretation.

Limited Quantitative Evidence: More rigorous empirical studies are needed to establish

standardized outcome measures.

Integrating Tree of Life Narrative Therapy into Practice

For mental health professionals considering this approach, training often includes learning narrative

therapy principles, metaphorical thinking, and cultural competence. The therapy can be delivered

individually or in groups, with some practitioners incorporating creative arts such as drawing or writing

to deepen engagement.

Organizations working with vulnerable populations have incorporated tree of life narrative therapy into

psychosocial support programs, finding it effective for community healing and resilience building. The

collaborative nature of the method encourages clients to share and validate their stories, which can

promote social cohesion and reduce isolation.

Given its flexibility, tree of life narrative therapy complements other therapeutic modalities, including

cognitive-behavioral therapy and trauma-focused interventions, by broadening the narrative lens

through which clients view their experiences.

The continued evolution of tree of life narrative therapy reflects a growing recognition in mental health

care that storytelling and meaning-making are central to human wellbeing. As more practitioners and

researchers engage with this model, its role in facilitating recovery, identity reconstruction, and hope

remains a promising frontier.
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  tree of life narrative therapy: NARRATIVE THERAPY GUIDE , 2025
  tree of life narrative therapy: Narrative Therapy and Older People Rosslyn Offord, Polly
Kaiser, Elizabeth Field, 2025-10-21 Healthcare for older people tends to focus on physical limitations
and cognitive decline, and the person's own perspective and strengths are often overlooked.
Narrative therapy centres a person as the expert in their own story, and is particularly effective
when combined with an older person's wealth of life experience. It highlights the way their views
have been shaped by their cultural and personal contexts, which allows better understanding and
communication, and improves people's lives. Written by experienced psychologists, group facilitators
and service users, this guide explores how to use narrative therapy with older people, including
those with dementia or age-related conditions. From Tree of Life facilitation to ways of approaching
loss and trauma, each chapter offers advice and proven strategies for practice for individuals, staff
teams, groups and communities. This book helps you to adopt a person-centred approach to
narrative therapy that helps service users to lead the life they want to live. Where ageism and stigma
often overwhelm older people and those who work with them, narrative therapy brings the focus
back onto the person themselves, in the context of their history, their family and their community -
who are they, and what do they have to say?
  tree of life narrative therapy: Narrative Therapy with Older Adults Esther Chow, Lauren
Taylor, Ada C. Mui, 2025-08-19 Around the world, growing populations of older adults need social
care. Aging is typically associated with steady physical and cognitive decline; the practice of
narrative therapy, by contrast, focuses on the resilience of the older adults by encouraging the
construction of meaningful life stories. Practitioners engage participants to revisit their personal
journeys to uncover their life lessons, finding core beliefs and values to help cope with new
challenges. Ultimately, narrative therapy helps older adults recover meaning in life by inviting them
to recollect and commemorate their life experiences. This book is an in-depth guide to narrative
therapy for students and practitioners in health care, social work, gerontology, and counseling,
showing readers how to develop a culturally sensitive practice framework with older adults. It
presents a step-by-step manual on the therapeutic use of narrative, describing the theories,
methods, skills, and techniques of transformative narrative practice with older people in individual,
family, group, and collective settings. Drawing on extensive clinical practice with older adults in
Hong Kong and New York City, the authors explore narrative methods in divergent cultural contexts
to advance a globally minded approach. Bringing narrative therapy to gerontological practice in
culturally sensitive ways, this book foregrounds alternative models of aging that celebrate a life
worth living.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Trauma Counseling, Second Edition Lisa López Levers,
2022-02-24 The only comprehensive text to focus on trauma, stress, crisis, and disaster counseling
from a clinical practice perspective This overarching text, intended both for mental health
practitioners-in-training and for practicing clinicians, focuses on the impact of stress, crisis, trauma,
and disaster on diverse populations across the lifespan as well as on effective treatment strategies.
The second edition is newly grounded in a trauma scaffold, providing foundational information that
therapists can build upon, step-by-step, to treat individuals affected by more complex trauma events.
This resource newly addresses the mental health implications of COVID-19, which has had an
enormous impact on multitudes of people since the beginning of the pandemic, its repercussions
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likely to continue for some time into the future. The text also is updated to provide the most recent
diagnostic information regarding trauma in the DSM-5. Two new chapters address the confluence of
crises related to anthropogenic climate change and the effects of mass violence. This unrivalled
resource emphasizes stress management and crisis intervention skills as important building blocks
for working with more complex issues of trauma and disaster. It underscores the idea that trauma
must be approached from multiple perspectives and in multiple dimensions encompassing individual,
community, societal, and systemic implications along with multicultural and diversity frames of
reference. The text integrates the latest findings from neuropsychology and psychopharmacology
with an emphasis on Polyvagal Theory. Additionally, the text highlights the importance of clinical
supervision in trauma care and examines ethical dimensions and the need for self-care among
trauma counselors. Purchase includes digital access for use on most mobile devices or computers.
New to the Second Edition: Reconceptualizes the text with the concept of a Trauma Scaffold as a
foundation upon which to understand and develop treatment for increasingly complex trauma events
Addresses the COVID-19 pandemic and its profound effect on the mental health of vast numbers of
people Includes two new chapters on the confluence of crises related to anthropogenic climate
change and the effects of mass violence Includes PowerPoint slides to accompany an updated
Instructor's Manual Key Features: Delivers both introductory and advanced clinical information
addressing complex trauma Addresses trauma from a bioecological framework with emphasis on
trauma-informed practices, multicultural pluralism, diversity, and social justice Considers
neurobiological responses to trauma with new research and the contributions of Polyvagal Theory
Examines individual, familial, community, society, and systemic understandings of stress, crisis,
trauma, and disaster Includes a wealth of resources for further study, text boxes, and case studies to
reinforce learning
  tree of life narrative therapy: The Tree Climbing Cure Andy Brown, 2022-12-15 Our
relationship with trees is a lengthy, complex one. Since we first walked the earth we have, at various
times, worshiped them, felled them and even talked to them. For many of us, though, our first
memories of interacting with trees will be of climbing them. Exploring how tree climbers have been
represented in literature and art in Europe and North America over the ages, The Tree Climbing
Cure unpacks the curative value of tree climbing, examining when and why tree climbers climb, and
what tree climbing can do for (and say about) the climber's mental health and wellbeing. Bringing
together research into poetry, novels, and paintings with the science of wellbeing and mental health
and engaging with myth, folklore, psychology and storytelling, Tree Climber also examines the close
relationship between tree climbing and imagination, and questions some longstanding, problematic
gendered injunctions about women climbing trees. Discussing, among others, the literary works of
Margaret Atwood; Charlotte Bronte; Geoffrey Chaucer; Angela Carter; Kiran Desai; and J.R.R.
Tolkien, as well as work by artists such as Peter Doig; Paula Rego; and Goya, this book stands out as
an almost encyclopedic examination of cultural representations of this quirky and ultimately
restorative pastime.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Sing Me a Song to SOAR Julie Morsillo, 2024-12-12 Life can be
so very challenging. People experiencing dark nights of the soul need support to make their way
through the tough times and find the light of the morning. This handbook for counsellors offers some
helpful tools to support others through their dark times, finding hope in their redemptive stories for
healing. This hope is life-giving and allows one to SOAR through stories of personal meaning, with
other respectful relationships beside us, a community encircling us and restorative time to flourish
in nature. This practical handbook includes twenty-six worksheets with prompts, offers nourishing
poems, and integrates theory and practice using positive psychology and narrative therapy
principles. It focuses on connection, using the power of life stories approached from personal,
relational, community and nature aspects. There are many resources in each section for further
insights. This handbook also contains creative ideas for working with children, youth, refugees,
those grieving and those traumatized in order to help improve self-compassion and a sense of
identity for hopeful redemptive stories to soar in life.



  tree of life narrative therapy: A Therapeutic Treasure Box for Working with Children
and Adolescents with Developmental Trauma Karen Treisman, 2017-09-21 The essential
resource for anyone working with children or teens who have experienced trauma - provides an
overview of the latest theory, good practice and a treasure trove of activities and handouts - a
valuable addition to your bookshelf which is destined to be used again and again.
  tree of life narrative therapy: A Session by Session Guide to Life Story Work Gillian
Shotton, 2020-10-12 Life story work is a term often used to describe an approach that helps looked
after and adopted children to talk and learn about their life experiences with the help of a trusted
adult. This book is an essential step-by-step guide for carers and professionals seeking to carry out
life story work with a traumatised or vulnerable child in their care. Underpinned by positive
psychology and drawing on up-to-date research and real-life practice, the book offers a sound
theoretical understanding of life story work as well as a practical and easy-to-use programme of
sessions. Each session covers the equipment and information needed, a consideration of who is best
placed to carry out the work, and answers to commonly raised questions. Also discussed are
age-appropriate approaches and ideas for extending each session into other activities and methods
to make it more feasible for life story work to be a shared activity between two or three adults who
know the child well. This book gives professionals and carers the confidence to carry out life story
work in a way that is sensitive to the child’s needs and positive for their self-perception and
relationships.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Systemic Approaches to Brain Injury Treatment Ndidi Boakye,
Amanda Mwale, 2022-12-22 This book is an exploration of key systemic and socio-political
considerations when working with people whose lives have been impacted by neurological injury and
those who care for them. Expert contributors consider the impact of intersectionality across domains
that include gender, sexuality, class, education, religion and spirituality, race, culture, and
ability/disability. It offers relevant literature in the field of neuropsychology as well as clinical case
studies that provide inspiration and key reflections for clinicians, neurological specialist therapists,
and medical staff alike. Chapters discuss navigating intersectionality in couple therapy, hidden
social inequalities in paediatric neurorehabilitation, racial microaggression in inpatient settings, and
more. This book is essential for all health and social-care practitioners working in the field of brain
injury and chronic illness who want to challenge the status quo and advocate for diversity and
inclusion.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Trauma Counseling Lisa Lopez Levers, 2012-03-15 ...[A]
worthy addition to [a] graduate training bookshelf... I was a bit daunted by the large, almost
600-page book that landed on my desk, but once I started reading it I had a hard time putting it
down!--Melanie D. Hetzel-Riggin, PhD, Penn State, Journal of Trauma and Dissociation [This book is]
heavy in weight and heavy in substance...It may be that you will not read this book from cover to
cover, but it is likely that you will jump in and out, and often.--Illness, Crisis, and Loss [Lisa Lopez
Levers's] work delivers an important contribution to enable beginning professionals to be
familiarised with the basics of trauma and to provide specialists with her hidden gems of insight.
Her decision to cover trauma, in its broadest sense, allows her textbook to provide innovative
insights into real-world concepts such as: hate, racism, oppression and evil, in respect to
trauma.--Intervention Trauma Counseling is a comprehensive, multidisciplinary guide to the theory
and treatment of survivors of a broad spectrum of traumatic events, including interpersonal
violence, hate crimes, school violence, community violence, natural disasters, and war and
terrorism. It is written by a Fulbright scholar who is internationally recognized for her work with
traumatized populations in Rwanda, several southern African countries, Russia, and the United
States. It also includes the contributions of researchers from the United States, Australia, Africa,
and Europe. The book discusses evidence-based trauma assessment and intervention techniques and
integrates the latest findings from neuropsychology and psychopharmacology. It focuses on issues of
loss and grief, survivorship and disability, genocide, natural disasters, the impact of war on civilians
and veterans, and the distinct effects of trauma in early childhood, childhood, and adolescence. Also



addressed are ethical perspectives and methods of self-care for counselors who work with this
population. The text will be of value to graduate counseling students and professional counselors as
well as social workers, psychologists, psychiatric nurses, and other human service providers, who
will be able to attend to trauma survivors with a depth of knowledge and confidence. The contents of
Trauma Counseling not only fulfill but exceed the requirements of The Council of Accreditation and
Counseling and Related Educational Program (CACREP) standards. Key Features: Addresses the
theory and treatment of trauma survivors of interpersonal violence, hate crimes, school violence,
community violence, natural disasters, and war and terrorism Provides a multidisciplinary approach
to treatment that integrates findings from neuropsychology and psychopharmacology. Includes
evidence-based counseling techniques Illuminates the intersections of trauma, crisis, and disaster
issues, exceeding related requirements of CACREP standards Examines ethical dimensions and the
need for self-care among trauma counselors Emphasizes the relevance of clinical supervision in
trauma care Offers topic-relevant resources at the end of each chapter
  tree of life narrative therapy: Out of the Mainstream: Helping the children of parents with a
mental illness Rosemary Loshak, 2013-01-17 Out of the Mainstream identifies those aspects of
mental illness which can compromise parenting and affect children’s development, as well as the
efforts of professionals to intervene effectively. With chapters from professionals working primarily
with children or adults, in different agencies and in specialist teams or in the community, the book
illustrates the ways in which the needs of mentally ill parents and their children can be understood.
The book outlines different theoretical approaches which may be in use alongside each other,
including: A systems theory approach to work with families and with agencies; The psychoanalytic
understanding of mental illness and its impact on family relationships and organisations; An
educational approach to supporting staff, children and parents; A psychiatric or bio-medical model of
work Out of the Mainstream considers how the diverse groups of agencies, specialist teams and
groups in the community can work together, even when many barriers may hinder the effective co-
working between individuals and these various groups. It will be an invaluable resource for
psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers, health visitors, mental health nurses, teachers and
voluntary sector agency staff.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Transnational Modern Languages Jennifer Burns, Derek
Duncan, 2022-05-13 An Open Access edition of this book will be available on the Liverpool
University Press website and the OAPEN library. In a world increasingly defined by the transnational
and translingual, and by the pressures of globalization, it has become difficult to study culture as
primarily a national phenomenon. A Handbook offers students across Modern Languages an
introduction to the kind of methodological questions they need to look at culture transnationally.
Each of the short essays takes a key concept in cultural study and suggests how it might be used to
explore and illuminate some aspect of identity, mobility, translation, and cultural exchange across
borders. The authors range over different language areas and their wide chronological reach
provides broad coverage, as well as a flexible and practical methodology for studying cultures in a
transnational framework. The essays show that an inclusive, transnational vision and practice of
Modern Languages is central to understanding human interaction in an inclusive, globalized society.
A Handbook stands as an effective and necessary theoretical and thematically diverse glossary and
companion to the ‘national’ volumes in the series.
  tree of life narrative therapy: A Journey into the Human Experience of Incurable Disease
Malcolm de Roubaix, 2023-06-05 Incurable disease is a natural phenomenon, inherent to the human
condition. This book critically investigates the uniquely human experience of and response to illness
and treatment, which affects the body, the mind, and the very core of human existence and identity.
Uncertainties regarding the outcomes of laboratory and other investigations that aid in the diagnosis
and assessment of disease exacerbate the apprehension inherent to the diagnosis of incurable
disease. An excessively scientific approach may disregard the suffering patient. The book begins by
analysing the nature, meaning and significance of hope in the context of disease, and goes on to
reflect on the language of medicine and the role of emotion, ideology and politics in disease



treatment and research. The epilogue reflects on healing as distinct from physical cures. Without
hope, there is no future; without healing, no holistic recovery. The final chapters are devoted to the
end-of-life period of this journey. This book is a revision, extension, and reconceptualization of the
original Afrikaans publication Hoop, Heling en Harmonie: Dink Nuut Oor Siekte en Genesing, winner
of the 2021 Andrew Murray Prize for Theological Publications.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Education in an Altered World Michelle Proyer, Wayne Veck,
Fabio Dovigo, Elvira Seitinger, 2023-01-12 This book brings together world-leading researchers and
scholars in the fields of inclusive education, disability studies, refugee education and special
education to examine critical and original perspectives of the meaning and consequences of
educational and social exclusion. Drawing together, the contributors consider how children already
vulnerable to exclusion might be supported and educated in and through times of global pandemic
and crisis. They also identify broad prospects for education and inclusion in, through and beyond
times of global pandemic and crisis.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Narrative Practice: Continuing the Conversations Michael
White, Michael Kingsley White, 2011-04-04 This book is an inclusion of papers that were originally
given as plenary addresses. The author?s descriptions of his work with a number of people are also
included in the book. In these descriptions we are treated not only to the details of his work, but we
see the exquisite care he took in his therapy relationships.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Psychological Therapy for Paediatric Acquired Brain
Injury Jenny Jim, Esther Cole, 2019-10-18 Children, young people and families living with an
acquired brain injury (ABI), whether through accident, illness, injury or abuse, are rarely offered
psychological therapy, and yet the benefits of such interventions can be profound. This important
new book, providing a selection of practice examples and insights from frontline practitioners, will
be essential reading for any paediatric therapist or clinician. Beginning with a life story of the brain
where emphasis is placed on how brain development is fundamentally related to its environment, the
book offers key background knowledge before showcasing the core topics of assessment,
psychological formulation and intervention. It features a range of therapeutic models, includes direct
and indirect work, group work and family therapy, with settings varying from inpatient
neurorehabilitation to community work and the transition to education. The long-term needs of those
in the criminal justice system are also addressed. The closing chapters focus on the debate around
effective outcome measurement and outline a vision for better services. Elevating the voices of our
children, young people and families living with ABI, this pioneering book will provide practitioners
with the confidence to work collaboratively across a range of children and young people with
disorders of consciousness or communication to those with behaviour that challenges others to
manage. It offers new ways to understand both children’s pasts and their futures, and will be
essential reading for anyone in the field.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Communicating With Families Michelle O'Reilly, Nikki
Kiyimba, 2023-09-21 This textbook uniquely highlights the particular complexities of working
systemically with couples and families with children. It is designed to be student and practitioner
oriented by drawing on real world examples of therapeutic encounters in mental health settings to
illustrate how theory can inform practice. Good communication is the cornerstone of good clinical
practice and is foundational for building therapeutic alliance. Although therapists and counsellors
are often highly skilled in their therapeutic modalities, this book offers additional practical
suggestions about how families engage in social actions and positioning themselves and others in
their talk. The book also takes wider micro and macro ecological systems within which systemic
psychotherapists and counsellors work into account and consider the ways that these larger social
influences are experienced within institutional discourses. The book will be a valuable resource
across a broad spectrum of professions and researchers, including counsellors, psychotherapists,
family therapists, psychiatrists, nurses, play therapists, speech and language therapists, and mental
health social workers.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Pastoral Care Dr. Karen D. Scheib, 2016-02-16 Christian



pastoral care is a narrative, ecclesial, theological practice (NET). As a narrative practice, pastoral
care attends to the inseparable interconnection between our own lifestories, others’ stories, the
larger cultural stories, and God’s story. As a ministry of the church, pastoral care is an ecclesial
practice that derives its motivation, purpose, and identity from the larger mission of the church to
bear witness to and embody God’s mission of love that extends beyond the church for the
transformation of the world. As a theological practice, pastoral care is grounded in God’s love story.
God’s profound love for humankind heals our brokenness when human love fails and invites us into
an ongoing process of growth in love of God, self, and neighbor. Intended for those who provide care
with and on behalf of religious communities, author Karen Scheib focuses on listening and
“restorying” practices occurring in the context and setting of congregations. By coauthoring
narratives that promote healing and growth in love, pastoral caregivers become cocreators and
companions who help others revise and construct life-stories reshaped by the grace of God. What
Karen Scheib has done in this book is to reposition pastoral care as a theological activity performed
in the context of the church. She draws deeply upon her Wesleyan theological heritage, upon an
understanding of life in its fullness as growth in love and grace, and upon a “communion
ecclesiology” undergirded by a communal understanding of the Trinitarian life of God. Thus
grounded, she envisions pastoral care first as a rhythm of the life of the whole church and
secondarily as a work of trained pastors. In her vision, pastoral care is rescued from a narrow
understanding of it as exceptional acts of intervention performed only in moments of dire crisis.
Instead, it becomes a “daily practice of pastoral care,” an attending, in love, to the stories of others
and a “listening for ways God is already present in a life story.” Solidly theological, grounded in the
life of the church, and eminently teachable – Karen Scheib has given us a great gift in this book.”
from the Foreword -Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor of Preaching, Emeritus, Candler School of
Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA. In a wonderfully engaging, reflective, and useful way,
Karen Scheib captures something absolutely essential to pastoral care and yet often overlooked—the
utter centrality of storytelling/listening, the power of stories to heal, and their vital connection to
bigger stories told within religious communities. This book is a real milestone, reclaiming the
importance of “narrative knowing” and grounding care not only in community but also within a
comprehensive theological framework. --Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore, E. Rhodes and Leona B.
Carpenter Professor of Religion, Psychology, and Culture, The Divinity School and Graduate
Department of Religion, Vanderbilt University Divinity School, Nashville, TN “Implementing
narrative personality and therapy theories and anchored in ecclesiology and Wesleyan theology
(NET), Karen Scheib’s book advances a long awaited and holistic approach to pastoral care. Her
NET approach presents the embodiment of pastoral care by emphasizing both narrative and
paradigmatic knowing, proposes the subjectivity of our stories in pastoral care by pointing out the
interchangeability between us and our stories as subject and object, and underscores the dynamic
process of pastoral care through the interconnection of the storyteller, listener, and context.
Scheib’s image of story companion contributes to the field as a new paradigm of pastoral care and
promises to be a significant resource in generating hope and growth in love for both pastoral
caregiver and receiver.” —Angella Son, Associate Professor, Drew University, Madison, NJ Pastoral
theologian Scheib describes a narrative, ecclesial, and theological approach for listening to people’s
life stories in such a way as to engender spiritual formation and growth in love. Scheib clarifies the
connections between caring conversations and Christian theology. Clear and accessible prose as
well as helpful exercises and discussion starters make this a fine teaching text. -The Christian
Century, Sept. 29, 2016.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Discursive Perspectives in Therapeutic Practice Andrew Lock,
Thomas Strong, 2012-04-05 Psychotherapy is inherently discursive, yet, only recently, has the role
that discourse plays in therapy been recognized as a focus in itself for analysis and intervention.
Discursive Perspectives in Therapeutic Practice presents a overview of discursive perspectives in
therapy, along with an account of their philosophical underpinnings.
  tree of life narrative therapy: Trauma and Expressive Arts Therapy Cathy A. Malchiodi,



2020-03-27 Psychological trauma can be a life-changing experience that affects multiple facets of
health and well-being. The nature of trauma is to impact the mind and body in unpredictable and
multidimensional ways. It can be a highly subjective that is difficult or even impossible to explain
with words. It also can impact the body in highly individualized ways and result in complex
symptoms that affect memory, social engagement, and quality of life. While many people overcome
trauma with resilience and without long term effects, many do not. Trauma's impact often requires
approaches that address the sensory-based experiences many survivors report. The expressive arts
therapy-the purposeful application of art, music, dance/movement, dramatic enactment, creative
writing and imaginative play-are largely non-verbal ways of self-expression of feelings and
perceptions. More importantly, they are action-oriented and tap implicit, embodied experiences of
trauma that can defy expression through verbal therapy or logic. Based on current evidence-based
and emerging brain-body practices, there are eight key reasons for including expressive arts in
trauma intervention, covered in this book: (1) letting the senses tell the story; (2) self-soothing mind
and body; (3) engaging the body; (4) enhancing nonverbal communication; (5) recovering
self-efficacy; (6) rescripting the trauma story; (7) making meaning; and (8) restoring aliveness--
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