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Harvard Math 55 Problems: A Deep Dive into One of the Most Challenging Undergraduate Math
Courses

harvard math 55 problems are often spoken about in hushed tones among mathematics students
and enthusiasts alike. Known for its legendary difficulty, Math 55 at Harvard University has long been
considered a rite of passage for aspiring mathematicians. But what exactly are these problems, and
why have they garnered such a reputation? Let’s explore the essence of the Harvard Math 55
problems, their significance, and how they continue to challenge even the brightest minds in
mathematics today.

What is Harvard Math 55?

Before diving into the specific problems, it's important to understand what Harvard Math 55 actually
is. Math 55 is an undergraduate course offered at Harvard University, widely regarded as one of the
most demanding mathematics courses in the world. It covers a vast range of fundamental
mathematical topics including abstract algebra, real and complex analysis, linear algebra, and
topology.

The course is designed to push students to their intellectual limits, testing their problem-solving skills,
creativity, and endurance. The problems assigned in Math 55 are notorious for their depth and
difficulty, often requiring weeks of intense study and collaboration to solve.

Understanding the Nature of Harvard Math 55
Problems

The problems in Harvard Math 55 are not just about applying formulas or memorizing theorems.
Instead, they demand a deep conceptual understanding of mathematical principles and the ability to
construct rigorous proofs. These problems often combine multiple areas of mathematics, requiring
students to think abstractly and make connections between different branches.

Why Are These Problems So Difficult?

Several factors contribute to the challenging nature of Harvard Math 55 problems:
e Depth of Content: The course covers advanced topics that many students encounter only
later in their academic careers.

¢ Proof-Based Questions: Unlike computational problems, these require formal mathematical
proofs, demanding precision and clarity.



e Speed and Volume: Students are expected to solve a large number of difficult problems
within short timeframes.

* Conceptual Integration: Problems often require integrating concepts from different fields,
such as algebra and analysis.

Examples of Harvard Math 55 Problems

While the exact problem sets vary year to year, some classic themes recur in Harvard Math 55
assignments. These typically include:

1. Group Theory and Abstract Algebra

Students might be asked to prove properties about groups, rings, and fields. For instance, proving
that every finite group of prime order is cyclic or demonstrating the structure of homomorphisms
between algebraic structures.

2. Real Analysis

Problems often involve proving convergence of sequences and series, properties of continuous
functions, or the intricacies of measure theory. A typical question might ask students to rigorously
prove the uniform convergence of a sequence of functions.

3. Linear Algebra and Vector Spaces

This includes proving theorems related to eigenvalues, diagonalization, and inner product spaces. A
problem might require proving that a symmetric matrix over the reals is diagonalizable by an
orthogonal matrix.

4. Topology

Students may need to demonstrate understanding of open and closed sets, continuity, compactness,
and connectedness. For example, proving that a continuous image of a compact set is compact.

Strategies for Tackling Harvard Math 55 Problems

Conquering Harvard Math 55 problems requires more than raw mathematical talent; it demands



effective strategies and disciplined study habits. Here are some tips for approaching these formidable
challenges:

Focus on Understanding, Not Memorization

The problems are designed to test your grasp of fundamental concepts rather than your ability to
recall formulas. Spend time truly understanding the theorems and definitions, and try to see how they
interrelate.

Practice Proof Writing

Since many problems require rigorous proofs, honing your proof-writing skills is essential. Practice
writing clear, logical, and concise proofs, and review feedback from instructors or peers.

Collaborate and Discuss

Math 55 problems often benefit from group discussion. Explaining your reasoning to others and
hearing different perspectives can deepen your understanding and reveal insights you might have
missed.

Don’t Rush — Be Patient

Some problems may take days or even weeks to solve. Patience and persistence are key. Break down
complex problems into smaller parts and tackle them step by step.

The Legacy and Impact of Harvard Math 55 Problems

The Harvard Math 55 problems have become something of a legend in the mathematical community.
Many famous mathematicians and scientists credit their experience with Math 55 as foundational to
their careers. The course’s rigorous problem sets have inspired similar challenging problem
collections worldwide, influencing how advanced mathematics is taught.

Moreover, the problems encourage creative and critical thinking, skills that extend beyond
mathematics into fields such as computer science, physics, and economics. The intellectual discipline
fostered by Math 55 prepares students for research and problem-solving in a broad array of scientific
domains.



Modern Adaptations and Accessibility

In recent years, Harvard has made efforts to make Math 55 and its challenging problems more
accessible. Course materials, including problem sets and lecture notes, are often available online,
allowing a global audience to engage with these intellectually stimulating questions.

Additionally, communities on forums and educational platforms discuss Harvard Math 55 problems,
providing hints, solutions, and insights. This democratization of knowledge helps aspiring
mathematicians worldwide test themselves against these timeless challenges.

Resources to Explore Harvard Math 55 Problems

If you're interested in exploring Harvard Math 55 problems yourself, consider the following resources:

Harvard’s Official Course Pages: Many materials from past semesters are posted online.

Mathematical Forums and Communities: Websites like Art of Problem Solving (AoPS) and
Math Stack Exchange have discussions related to Math 55 problems.

Textbooks Used in the Course: Many of the problems are inspired by or directly taken from
classic texts in abstract algebra and analysis.

Study Groups and Online Courses: Joining groups focused on advanced mathematics can
provide support and insight.

Engaging with these materials can be daunting at first, but the intellectual rewards are immense for
those passionate about mathematics.

Exploring Harvard Math 55 problems offers more than just academic challenge—it’s an invitation into
the world of deep mathematical thought and discovery. Whether you're a student aiming to tackle the
course or a math enthusiast curious about these legendary problems, immersing yourself in this
material is a journey that sharpens your reasoning and enriches your appreciation for the beauty of
mathematics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Harvard Math 55 and why is it famous?

Harvard Math 55 is an advanced undergraduate mathematics course at Harvard University known for
its extreme difficulty and rigorous problem sets. It is famous for challenging even the most talented
students with complex topics in abstract algebra, real analysis, and other advanced fields.



What types of problems are included in Harvard Math 55
problem sets?

Harvard Math 55 problems typically cover advanced topics such as group theory, ring theory, linear
algebra, real and complex analysis, topology, and combinatorics. The problems require deep
understanding, creativity, and rigorous proof-writing skills.

How can one prepare to tackle Harvard Math 55 problems?

To prepare for Harvard Math 55 problems, students should have a strong foundation in undergraduate
mathematics, including courses in calculus, linear algebra, and introductory proofs. Additionally,
practicing challenging problem sets, studying advanced textbooks, and developing rigorous proof
techniques are essential.

Are solutions to Harvard Math 55 problems publicly available?

Some solutions and discussion forums for Harvard Math 55 problems are available online, often
shared by former students and educators. However, official solution sets are typically restricted to
enrolled students, and independent study is encouraged to fully grasp the concepts.

What skills do students develop by solving Harvard Math 55
problems?

Students develop advanced problem-solving skills, deep theoretical understanding, rigorous logical
reasoning, and the ability to construct detailed mathematical proofs. These skills are valuable for
graduate studies and careers in mathematics, computer science, and related fields.

How long does it typically take to complete Harvard Math 55
problem sets?

Completing Harvard Math 55 problem sets can take several hours to days per assignment, depending
on complexity and the student's background. The course is known for its intensive workload and high
expectations for thorough and precise solutions.

Can self-learners benefit from attempting Harvard Math 55
problems?

Yes, self-learners with a solid mathematical background can benefit greatly from attempting Harvard
Math 55 problems as they promote deep understanding and advanced problem-solving abilities.
However, it is recommended to supplement study with textbooks, online lectures, and mathematical
communities for guidance.

Additional Resources

Harvard Math 55 Problems: An In-Depth Exploration of One of the Most Challenging Undergraduate
Math Courses



harvard math 55 problems represent a unique challenge in the world of undergraduate
mathematics. Known for its rigor and depth, Math 55 at Harvard University is frequently cited as one
of the most demanding and prestigious math courses in the world. This collection of problems serves
not only as a benchmark for mathematical ability but also as a gateway to advanced mathematical
thinking and problem-solving skills. In this article, we explore the nature of the Harvard Math 55
problems, their historical significance, the structure of the course, and their impact on students and
the broader mathematical community.

The Origins and Significance of Harvard Math 55

Harvard Math 55 was established to challenge the brightest students in mathematics at the
undergraduate level. Over the decades, it has become synonymous with intellectual rigor and a deep
dive into foundational and advanced topics in pure mathematics. The problems used in Math 55 are
carefully curated to develop a student’s proficiency in abstract reasoning, proof techniques, and
complex problem-solving.

Originally designed as a two-semester course, Math 55 covers a range of topics including linear
algebra, real and complex analysis, and abstract algebra. The problems associated with the course
are often drawn from various mathematical branches and require an understanding that goes beyond
rote memorization or basic calculations.

What Makes Harvard Math 55 Problems So
Challenging?

The difficulty of the Harvard Math 55 problems stems from several factors:

Depth and Breadth of Content

Unlike standard undergraduate math courses, which may focus on a single area, Math 55 problems
span multiple domains. Students must demonstrate mastery in multiple areas of mathematics
simultaneously, including:

Set theory and logic

Linear algebra and vector spaces

Group theory and ring theory

Real and complex analysis

Each problem often requires integrating concepts from different fields, demanding a holistic



understanding rather than isolated knowledge.

Emphasis on Proof and Rigor

The problems are not mere computational exercises; they demand rigorous proofs. Students must
construct logically sound and elegant arguments rather than relying on numerical answers. This
emphasis on proof-writing develops critical thinking and forms the foundation for advanced
mathematical research.

Time Constraints and Volume

The course is known for its fast pace and heavy workload. Students often face numerous challenging
problems each week, requiring them to work long hours and collaborate intensely. The pressure to
solve problems quickly while maintaining accuracy adds to the course’s notoriety.

Structure and Content of the Harvard Math 55
Problems

While the exact problem sets vary year by year, the general structure aligns with the course’s core
curriculum. Below is an overview of the typical problem categories:

Linear Algebra and Vector Spaces

Problems often explore vector subspaces, linear transformations, eigenvalues, and diagonalization.
For instance, students might be asked to prove properties of linear maps or to classify vector spaces
under certain constraints.

Abstract Algebra

A significant portion of the problems deals with group theory, rings, and fields. Tasks might include
proving theorems about group homomorphisms, classifying finite groups, or working with polynomial
rings.

Real and Complex Analysis

Students engage with limits, continuity, differentiability, and integrability in rigorous settings.
Problems often require proving convergence properties or working with sequences and series in both
real and complex domains.



Set Theory and Logic

Foundational problems involving cardinality, well-ordering, and logical inference form an integral part
of the problem sets, reinforcing the theoretical underpinnings of mathematics.

The Impact of Harvard Math 55 Problems on Students
and Academia

Completing the Harvard Math 55 problems is a badge of honor among mathematics students and
academics alike. The course and its problem sets have several notable impacts:

Skill Development

Students develop not only problem-solving skills but also the ability to think abstractly and
communicate complex ideas effectively. These skills are essential for careers in research, academia,
and industries that require analytical rigor.

Preparation for Advanced Study

The problems provide a solid foundation for graduate-level mathematics. Many Math 55 alumni go on
to pursue PhDs and contribute to cutting-edge mathematical research.

Community and Collaboration

Due to the difficulty of the problems, students often form study groups and collaborate extensively.
This fosters a supportive learning environment and encourages peer-to-peer teaching.

Reputation and Prestige

Harvard Math 55 problems have a reputation that extends beyond Harvard. Success in this course
signals a high level of mathematical maturity and can open doors in academia and beyond.

Comparisons with Other Rigorous Undergraduate Math
Courses

While Harvard Math 55 is often cited as the most challenging undergraduate math course, it is worth
comparing it to other demanding courses globally:



e MIT 18.701 Algebra: Focuses extensively on abstract algebra with rigorous problem sets, but
narrower in scope compared to Math 55.

¢ Princeton’s MAT 310: A rigorous introduction to mathematical proofs and advanced topics
but less intense in volume and pace.

e Cambridge Mathematical Tripos: Known for its breadth and depth, with challenging problem
sets that rival Math 55 in difficulty.

Unlike these courses, Harvard Math 55 uniquely combines multiple advanced topics early in
undergraduate study, making it especially demanding.

Accessing and Approaching Harvard Math 55 Problems

Many aspiring mathematicians seek out past Harvard Math 55 problems to challenge themselves.
Various resources compile these problems, including university archives and online forums. However,
it is important to approach these problems with adequate preparation:

1. Build a Strong Foundation: Prior knowledge in calculus, linear algebra, and basic proof
techniques is essential.

2. Study Incrementally: Focus on understanding individual topics before tackling integrated
problems.

3. Practice Proof Writing: Develop clarity and rigor in mathematical arguments.

4. Engage with Peers: Collaborative problem solving can provide new perspectives and insights.

Students who approach Harvard Math 55 problems systematically are more likely to benefit from the
intellectual growth these challenges offer.

The Cultural and Educational Legacy of Harvard Math
55

Beyond its academic rigor, Harvard Math 55 problems carry a cultural significance in mathematics
education. The course has inspired countless students and educators to push the boundaries of
undergraduate mathematics. Its problems have been featured in mathematical competitions,
problem-solving seminars, and have influenced curriculum design worldwide.

In summary, the Harvard Math 55 problems are not just a set of exercises but a reflection of a
tradition that values precision, depth, and intellectual challenge. They continue to shape how



advanced undergraduate mathematics is taught and perceived, serving as a beacon for those seeking
to test and expand their mathematical capabilities.

Harvard Math 55 Problems

Find other PDF articles:

https://Ixc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-08/pdf?docid=PmC82-7152&title=cruise-control-wiring-di
agram.pdf

harvard math 55 problems: Source Code Bill Gates, 2025-02-04 The origin story of one of the
most influential and transformative business leaders and philanthropists of the modern age The
business triumphs of Bill Gates are widely known: the twenty-year-old who dropped out of Harvard
to start a software company that became an industry giant and changed the way the world works
and lives; the billionaire many times over who turned his attention to philanthropic pursuits to
address climate change, global health, and U.S. education. Source Code is not about Microsoft or
the Gates Foundation or the future of technology. It’s the human, personal story of how Bill Gates
became who he is today: his childhood, his early passions and pursuits. It’s the story of his
principled grandmother and ambitious parents, his first deep friendships and the sudden death of his
best friend; of his struggles to fit in and his discovery of a world of coding and computers in the
dawn of a new era; of embarking in his early teens on a path that took him from midnight escapades
at a nearby computer center to his college dorm room, where he sparked a revolution that would
change the world. Bill Gates tells this, his own story, for the first time: wise, warm, revealing, it's a
fascinating portrait of an American life.

harvard math 55 problems: Gates Stephen Manes, Paul Andrews, 1994-01-21 Manes and
Andrews reveal the guiding genius behind information technology and software such as Windows
which have become such universal standards, including a bracing, comprehensive review of the
industry and its goals, and how Bill Gates lead his company now and into the future.

harvard math 55 problems: The Mathematics of Sex Stephen J. Ceci, Wendy M. Williams,
2010 Compressing an enormous amount of information--over 400 studies--into a readable, engaging
account suitable for parents, educators, and policymakers, this book advances the debate about
women in science unlike any other book before it. Bringing together important research from such
diverse fields as endocrinology, economics, sociology, education, genetics, and psychology, the
authors show that two factors--the parenting choices women (but not men) have to make, and the
tendency of women to choose people-oriented fields like medicine--largely account for the
under-representation of women in the hard sciences.

harvard math 55 problems: Free as in Freedom: Richard Stallman and the Free Sam
Williams, 2002-03 1e dr.: 2001.

harvard math 55 problems: Free as in Freedom [Paperback] Sam Williams, 2011-11-30
Free as in Freedom interweaves biographical snapshots of GNU project founder Richard Stallman
with the political, social and economic history of the free software movement. It examines Stallman's
unique personality and how that personality has been at turns a driving force and a drawback in
terms of the movement's overall success. Free as in Freedom examines one man's 20-year attempt to
codify and communicate the ethics of 1970s era hacking culture in such a way that later generations
might easily share and build upon the knowledge of their computing forebears. The book documents
Stallman's personal evolution from teenage misfit to prescient adult hacker to political leader and
examines how that evolution has shaped the free software movement. Like Alan Greenspan in the
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financial sector, Richard Stallman has assumed the role of tribal elder within the hacking
community, a community that bills itself as anarchic and averse to central leadership or authority.
How did this paradox come about? Free as in Freedom provides an answer. It also looks at how the
latest twists and turns in the software marketplace have diminished Stallman's leadership role in
some areas while augmenting it in others. Finally, Free as in Freedom examines both Stallman and
the free software movement from historical viewpoint. Will future generations see Stallman as a
genius or crackpot? The answer to that question depends partly on which side of the free software
debate the reader currently stands and partly upon the reader's own outlook for the future. 100
years from now, when terms such as computer, operating system and perhaps even software itself
seem hopelessly quaint, will Richard Stallman's particular vision of freedom still resonate, or will it
have taken its place alongside other utopian concepts on the 'ash-heap of history?'

harvard math 55 problems: Research Problems in Mathematics Education , 1960

harvard math 55 problems: Thinking in Problems Alexander A. Roytvarf, 2013-01-04 This
concise, self-contained textbook gives an in-depth look at problem-solving from a mathematician’s
point-of-view. Each chapter builds off the previous one, while introducing a variety of methods that
could be used when approaching any given problem. Creative thinking is the key to solving
mathematical problems, and this book outlines the tools necessary to improve the reader’s
technique. The text is divided into twelve chapters, each providing corresponding hints,
explanations, and finalization of solutions for the problems in the given chapter. For the reader’s
convenience, each exercise is marked with the required background level. This book implements a
variety of strategies that can be used to solve mathematical problems in fields such as analysis,
calculus, linear and multilinear algebra and combinatorics. It includes applications to mathematical
physics, geometry, and other branches of mathematics. Also provided within the text are real-life
problems in engineering and technology. Thinking in Problems is intended for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students in the classroom or as a self-study guide. Prerequisites
include linear algebra and analysis.

harvard math 55 problems: Graph Coloring Problems Tommy R. Jensen, Bjarne Toft,
2011-10-24 Contains a wealth of information previously scattered in research journals, conference
proceedings and technical reports. Identifies more than 200 unsolved problems. Every problem is
stated in a self-contained, extremely accessible format, followed by comments on its history, related
results and literature. The book will stimulate research and help avoid efforts on solving already
settled problems. Each chapter concludes with a comprehensive list of references which will lead
readers to original sources, important contributions and other surveys.

harvard math 55 problems: The Harvard University Catalogue Harvard University, 1961

harvard math 55 problems: The Classical Decision Problem Egon Borger, Erich Gradel,
Yuri Gurevich, 2001-08-28 This book offers a comprehensive treatment of the classical decision
problem of mathematical logic and of the role of the classical decision problem in modern computer
science. The text presents a revealing analysis of the natural order of decidable and undecidable
cases and includes a number of simple proofs and exercises.

harvard math 55 problems: Art And Practice Of Mathematics, The: Interviews At The Institute
For Mathematical Sciences, National University Of Singapore, 2010-2020 Yu Kiang Leong,
2021-06-23 This book constitutes the second volume of interviews with prominent mathematicians
and mathematical scientists who visited the Institute for Mathematical Sciences, National University
of Singapore. First published in the Institute's newsletter Imprints during the period 2010-2020,
they offer glimpses of an esoteric universe as viewed and experienced by some of the leading and
creative practitioners of the craft of mathematics.The topics covered in this volume are
wide-ranging, running from pure mathematics (logic, number theory, algebraic geometry) to applied
mathematics (mathematical modeling, fluid dynamics) through probability and statistics,
mathematical physics, theoretical computer science and financial mathematics. This eclectic mix of
the abstract and the concrete should interest those who are enthralled by the mystique and power of
mathematics, whether they are students, researchers or the non-specialists.By briefly tracing the




paths traveled by the pioneers of different national backgrounds, the interviews attempt to put a
cultural face to an intellectual endeavor that is often perceived as dry and austere by the uninitiated.
They should also interest those who are intrigued by the influence of the environment on the
creative spirit, and, in particular, those who are interested in the psychology and history of ideas.

harvard math 55 problems: Catalogue - Harvard University Harvard University, 1961

harvard math 55 problems: Topics in Chromatic Graph Theory Lowell W. Beineke, Robin J.
Wilson, 2015-05-07 Chromatic graph theory is a thriving area that uses various ideas of 'colouring'
(of vertices, edges, and so on) to explore aspects of graph theory. It has links with other areas of
mathematics, including topology, algebra and geometry, and is increasingly used in such areas as
computer networks, where colouring algorithms form an important feature. While other books cover
portions of the material, no other title has such a wide scope as this one, in which acknowledged
international experts in the field provide a broad survey of the subject. All fifteen chapters have been
carefully edited, with uniform notation and terminology applied throughout. Bjarne Toft (Odense,
Denmark), widely recognized for his substantial contributions to the area, acted as academic
consultant. The book serves as a valuable reference for researchers and graduate students in graph
theory and combinatorics and as a useful introduction to the topic for mathematicians in related
fields.

harvard math 55 problems: Applied Mechanics Reviews , 1948

harvard math 55 problems: Italian Mathematics Between the Two World Wars Angelo
Guerraggio, Pietro Nastasi, 2006-01-20 This book describes Italian mathematics in the period
between the two World Wars. It analyzes the development by focusing on both the interior and the
external influences. Italian mathematics in that period was shaped by a colorful array of strong
personalities who concentrated their efforts on a select number of fields and won international
recognition and respect in an incredibly short time. Consequently, Italy was considered a third
mathematical power after France and Germany.

harvard math 55 problems: Introduction to Mathematical Logic, Fourth Edition Elliott
Mendelson, 1997-06-01 The Fourth Edition of this long-established text retains all the key features
of the previous editions, covering the basic topics of a solid first course in mathematical logic. This
edition includes an extensive appendix on second-order logic, a section on set theory with urlements,
and a section on the logic that results when we allow models with empty domains. The text contains
numerous exercises and an appendix furnishes answers to many of them. Introduction to
Mathematical Logic includes: propositional logic first-order logic first-order number theory and the
incompleteness and undecidability theorems of Godel, Rosser, Church, and Tarski axiomatic set
theory theory of computability The study of mathematical logic, axiomatic set theory, and
computability theory provides an understanding of the fundamental assumptions and proof
techniques that form basis of mathematics. Logic and computability theory have also become
indispensable tools in theoretical computer science, including artificial intelligence. Introduction to
Mathematical Logic covers these topics in a clear, reader-friendly style that will be valued by anyone
working in computer science as well as lecturers and researchers in mathematics, philosophy, and
related fields.

harvard math 55 problems: The God Problem Howard Bloom, 2012-08-30 God’s war crimes,
Aristotle’s sneaky tricks, Einstein’s pajamas, information theory’s blind spot, Stephen Wolfram’s new
kind of science, and six monkeys at six typewriters getting it wrong. What do these have to do with
the birth of a universe and with your need for meaning? Everything, as you're about to see. How
does the cosmos do something it has long been thought only gods could achieve? How does an
inanimate universe generate stunning new forms and unbelievable new powers without a creator?
How does the cosmos create? That’s the central question of this book, which finds clues in strange
places. Why A does not equal A. Why one plus one does not equal two. How the Greeks used
kickballs to reinvent the universe. And the reason that Polish-born Benoit Mandelbrot—the father of
fractal geometry—rebelled against his uncle. You'll take a scientific expedition into the secret heart
of a cosmos you’ve never seen. Not just any cosmos. An electrifyingly inventive cosmos. An



obsessive-compulsive cosmos. A driven, ambitious cosmos. A cosmos of colossal shocks. A cosmos of
screaming, stunning surprise. A cosmos that breaks five of science’s most sacred laws. Yes, five. And
you'll be rewarded with author Howard Bloom's provocative new theory of the beginning, middle,
and end of the universe—the Bloom toroidal model, also known as the big bagel theory—which
explains two of the biggest mysteries in physics: dark energy and why, if antimatter and matter are
created in equal amounts, there is so little antimatter in this universe. Called truly awesome by
Nobel Prize-winner Dudley Herschbach, The God Problem will pull you in with the irresistible
attraction of a black hole and spit you out again enlightened with the force of a big bang. Be
prepared to have your mind blown. From the Hardcover edition.

harvard math 55 problems: A Decade of the Berkeley Math Circle Zvezdelina Stankova,
Tom Rike, 2008-11-26 Many mathematicians have been drawn to mathematics through their
experience with math circles: extracurricular programs exposing teenage students to advanced
mathematical topics and a myriad of problem solving techniques and inspiring in them a lifelong love
for mathematics. Founded in 1998, the Berkeley Math Circle (BMC) is a pioneering model of a U.S.
math circle, aspiring to prepare our best young minds for their future roles as mathematics leaders.
Over the last decade, 50 instructors--from university professors to high school teachers to business
tycoons--have shared their passion for mathematics by delivering more than 320 BMC sessions full
of mathematical challenges and wonders. Based on a dozen of these sessions, this book encompasses
a wide variety of enticing mathematical topics: from inversion in the plane to circle geometry; from
combinatorics to Rubik's cube and abstract algebra; from number theory to mass point theory; from
complex numbers to game theory via invariants and monovariants. The treatments of these subjects
encompass every significant method of proof and emphasize ways of thinking and reasoning via 100
problem solving techniques. Also featured are 300 problems, ranging from beginner to intermediate
level, with occasional peaks of advanced problems and even some open questions. The book presents
possible paths to studying mathematics and inevitably falling in love with it, via teaching two
important skills: thinking creatively while still * " obeying the rules," and making connections
between problems, ideas, and theories. The book encourages you to apply the newly acquired
knowledge to problems and guides you along the way, but rarely gives you ready answers.
" Learning from our own mistakes" often occurs through discussions of non-proofs and common
problem solving pitfalls. The reader has to commit to mastering the new theories and techniques by
" getting your hands dirty" with the problems, going back and reviewing necessary problem solving
techniques and theory, and persistently moving forward in the book. The mathematical world is
huge: you'll never know everything, but you'll learn where to find things, how to connect and use
them. The rewards will be substantial. In the interest of fostering a greater awareness and
appreciation of mathematics and its connections to other disciplines and everyday life, MSRI and the
AMS are publishing books in the Mathematical Circles Library series as a service to young people,
their parents and teachers, and the mathematics profession.
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Yoz Matsushima, 1971-12-31
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