
weird science danny elfman
Weird Science Danny Elfman: The Musical Genius Behind a Cult Classic

weird science danny elfman is a phrase that instantly transports fans of 1980s cinema and quirky
soundtracks to a unique blend of sci-fi comedy and iconic musical scores. Danny Elfman, a composer
renowned for his eclectic, imaginative, and sometimes eerie soundscapes, played a pivotal role in
bringing the 1985 cult classic Weird Science to life through his memorable soundtrack. This article
delves into the fascinating connection between Weird Science and Danny Elfman, exploring how his
musical genius shaped the film's identity and why his work continues to resonate with audiences
today.

The Magic of Weird Science and Its Soundtrack

Weird Science, directed by John Hughes, is a quintessential 80s teen comedy that combines elements
of science fiction with the awkward charm of adolescence. The story revolves around two high school
nerds who create their ideal woman using a computer, leading to a series of hilarious and surreal
adventures. While the film’s quirky narrative and memorable characters have cemented its place in
pop culture, it’s the soundtrack that adds an extra layer of enchantment—much of which can be
credited to Danny Elfman and his contemporaries.

Setting the Tone with a Distinctive Sound

Danny Elfman’s involvement in Weird Science wasn’t as the primary composer but as a contributing
artist whose style influenced the film’s musical atmosphere. Known for his signature blend of
whimsical melodies and dark undertones, Elfman’s work often blurs the lines between the fantastical
and the familiar. In Weird Science, this musical identity helped underscore the film’s themes of
teenage fantasy and the unpredictable nature of technology.

The soundtrack also features tracks by other artists like Oingo Boingo (Elfman’s own band), which
imbued the movie with an energetic, offbeat vibe. The inclusion of Elfman’s music helped Weird
Science stand out from other teen comedies of the era by adding a sonic layer that was both playful
and edgy.

Danny Elfman: A Brief Overview of His Career

To fully appreciate the role of weird science danny elfman in the film, it’s worth taking a closer look at
Elfman’s career trajectory. Before becoming a celebrated film composer, Elfman was the frontman of
the new wave band Oingo Boingo. His band’s quirky, theatrical style laid the groundwork for the
unique soundscapes he would later create for Hollywood.

Elfman’s transition from bandleader to film composer was marked by collaborations with visionary
directors like Tim Burton, which further allowed him to develop his distinctive musical voice. His



ability to combine dark whimsy with emotional depth made him a sought-after composer for films that
required a touch of the unusual.

From Oingo Boingo to Hollywood Fame

Elfman’s roots with Oingo Boingo are deeply intertwined with his work on Weird Science. Tracks like
“Weird Science,” performed by Oingo Boingo, became synonymous with the film’s identity. The song’s
quirky synth-pop sound perfectly encapsulated the movie’s blend of high school antics and sci-fi
fantasy.

This crossover of Elfman’s band music with film scoring was somewhat unique at the time and
highlighted his versatility. Instead of just composing background scores, Elfman’s music became an
integral part of the storytelling, enhancing the film’s mood and helping to define its cultural footprint.

Analyzing the Impact of Weird Science Danny Elfman
on Pop Culture

The collaboration between Weird Science and Danny Elfman’s music has had a lasting impact on both
film and music enthusiasts. Elfman’s involvement brought a level of sophistication and creativity that
elevated the film beyond a simple teen comedy. Over the years, the soundtrack has become a
nostalgic emblem of the 1980s, celebrated for its innovative fusion of new wave, synth, and quirky
orchestral elements.

Why Weird Science’s Soundtrack Still Matters

There are several reasons why weird science danny elfman remains relevant in pop culture
discussions:

Timeless Appeal: The soundtrack captures the spirit of the 80s while maintaining a timeless
quality through its inventive arrangements.

Influence on Film Music: Elfman’s blend of pop sensibilities with cinematic scoring paved the
way for future composers to experiment with genre-bending soundtracks.

Cult Following: Fans of Weird Science often cite the music as a key reason why the film
continues to enjoy cult status decades after its release.

Moreover, Elfman’s work on Weird Science helped solidify his reputation as a composer capable of
bridging mainstream appeal with artistic innovation.



The Elements That Define Danny Elfman’s Style in
Weird Science

Understanding what makes weird science danny elfman so distinctive requires unpacking the musical
elements Elfman brings to the table. His style is characterized by a few key traits that come alive in
Weird Science and many of his other works.

Whimsical Melodies and Dark Undertones

Elfman’s compositions often juxtapose playful, almost childlike melodies with darker, more mysterious
harmonies. This combination creates a rich emotional texture that fits perfectly with Weird Science’s
blend of comedy and sci-fi fantasy. The music doesn’t just accompany the visuals—it adds layers of
meaning and mood that deepen the viewer’s experience.

Use of Synthesizers and Orchestral Instruments

Elfman’s innovative use of synthesizers alongside traditional orchestral instruments helped define the
80s soundscape. In Weird Science, this fusion produces a sound that feels both futuristic and
grounded, mirroring the film’s theme of technology meeting teenage imagination. The electronic
beats provide energy and modernity, while the orchestral swells bring drama and whimsy.

Rhythmic Energy and Catchy Hooks

One of Elfman’s strengths lies in crafting rhythms and hooks that stick in your head long after the
movie ends. The title track “Weird Science” is a prime example—its catchy beat and quirky lyrics
encapsulate the film’s playful spirit and have become emblematic of Elfman’s knack for memorable
melodies.

Tips for Appreciating Weird Science Danny Elfman’s
Music

If you’re new to Elfman’s work or want to deepen your appreciation for weird science danny elfman,
here are some tips that can enhance your listening experience:

Watch the Film with Focus on the Soundtrack: Pay attention to how the music interacts1.
with the scenes, setting tones and accents that you might otherwise miss.

Explore Oingo Boingo’s Catalog: Listening to Elfman’s band offers insight into the roots of2.
his musical style and how it influenced his film work.



Compare with Other Elfman Scores: Check out his scores for movies like Beetlejuice or The3.
Nightmare Before Christmas to hear how he adapts his style to different narratives.

Listen Actively: Try to identify recurring motifs or instrumentation choices that define4.
Elfman’s sound.

Engaging with the music thoughtfully reveals just how much Elfman’s contributions enrich the Weird
Science experience.

Weird Science Danny Elfman: A Snapshot of 80s
Innovation

In many ways, weird science danny elfman represents the spirit of 1980s creativity—bold,
experimental, and full of personality. Elfman’s ability to blend genres and moods created a
soundtrack that not only complemented the film but also stood on its own as a piece of art. The
collaboration between Elfman’s music and Weird Science’s narrative remains a highlight in both the
composer’s career and the decade’s cinematic history.

Whether you’re a fan of quirky 80s movies, film scores, or simply great music that defies easy
categorization, exploring weird science danny elfman offers a rewarding look at how sound and story
can come together to create something truly memorable.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who composed the soundtrack for the movie Weird Science?
Danny Elfman composed the soundtrack for the 1985 movie Weird Science.

What is unique about Danny Elfman's score for Weird Science?
Danny Elfman's score for Weird Science is noted for its quirky and playful synthesizer-driven themes
that complement the film's comedic and sci-fi elements.

Did Danny Elfman collaborate with any other artists on Weird
Science's music?
While Danny Elfman composed the score, the Weird Science soundtrack also features songs by other
artists, but Elfman himself focused on the film's original score.

How did Weird Science influence Danny Elfman's later work?
Weird Science helped establish Danny Elfman's distinctive style of blending whimsical and eerie
musical elements, which he later expanded in projects like Batman and The Nightmare Before



Christmas.

Is Weird Science considered an early work in Danny Elfman's
career?
Yes, Weird Science (1985) is one of Danny Elfman's early film scoring projects, coming shortly after
his work with Oingo Boingo and before his major success in Hollywood.

Where can I listen to Danny Elfman's Weird Science
soundtrack?
Danny Elfman's Weird Science soundtrack is available on various music streaming platforms and can
also be found on physical media like CD and vinyl releases.

Additional Resources
Weird Science Danny Elfman: An In-Depth Exploration of the Composer’s Signature Sound

weird science danny elfman is a phrase that immediately conjures the quirky, eclectic soundtrack
of the 1985 cult classic film *Weird Science* and the indelible mark left by Danny Elfman’s unique
compositional style. Elfman, known for his vivid, often gothic, and sometimes whimsical musical
sensibilities, crafted a score that was both emblematic of the era and a harbinger of his future
prominence in Hollywood. This article delves into the nuances of Danny Elfman’s work on *Weird
Science*, exploring how his music complements the film’s tone, and examining the broader impact of
Elfman’s compositional approach in the 1980s and beyond.

Understanding Danny Elfman’s Contribution to Weird
Science

Danny Elfman’s involvement in *Weird Science* marked one of his early forays into film scoring,
preceding his legendary collaborations with director Tim Burton. The soundtrack reflects Elfman’s
emerging style—a blend of synth-driven motifs and orchestral elements that evoke both playful
mischief and eerie undertones. This duality perfectly matched the film’s premise, a teen sci-fi comedy
with an undercurrent of surreal fantasy.

At its core, the *Weird Science* score showcases Elfman’s ability to marry traditional cinematic
orchestration with the burgeoning electronic sounds of the mid-1980s. The film’s energetic,
sometimes frenetic sequences are supported by Elfman’s quirky, rhythmic compositions, which steer
clear of conventional teen comedy soundtracks that often relied heavily on pop music hits. Instead,
Elfman created an original sonic identity that helped define the film’s mood and pacing.

Musical Themes and Motifs in Weird Science



One of the standout features of Elfman’s score for *Weird Science* is its recurring musical motifs,
which serve to reinforce the film’s themes of adolescence, experimentation, and fantasy. The main
theme incorporates synthesizer-driven melodies layered with whimsical orchestral flourishes, creating
a soundscape that is both futuristic and playful.

Elfman’s use of leitmotifs—short, recurring musical phrases associated with particular characters or
ideas—is subtle but effective. For example, the musical cues accompanying the creation of the
perfect woman, Lisa, blend awe and mystery with a hint of mischief, cleverly encapsulating the film’s
narrative tension between fantasy and reality.

Comparative Analysis: Weird Science and Other Elfman Scores

When comparing *Weird Science* to Danny Elfman’s subsequent scores, such as *Beetlejuice* (1988)
and *Batman* (1989), one can trace the evolution of his compositional voice. While *Weird Science*
leans more heavily on synthesizers characteristic of the 1980s, Elfman’s later works incorporate richer
orchestral arrangements and a darker tonal palette.

*Beetlejuice* introduced audiences to Elfman’s ability to blend macabre themes with catchy melodies,
a technique that would become his trademark. In contrast, *Weird Science* retains a lighter, more
comedic tone, although hints of Elfman’s signature eccentricity are clearly present. This transitional
quality makes the *Weird Science* score a fascinating study in Elfman’s artistic development.

The Cultural and Cinematic Impact of Weird Science
Danny Elfman Soundtrack

Elfman’s score for *Weird Science* not only enhanced the film’s narrative but also contributed to the
broader cultural landscape of 1980s cinema. At a time when soundtracks were dominated by chart-
topping pop songs, Elfman’s original compositions demonstrated the potential for film scores to shape
a movie’s identity in unique ways.

Moreover, the *Weird Science* soundtrack helped establish Elfman as a sought-after composer in
Hollywood, paving the way for his prolific career. His ability to craft music that was simultaneously
accessible, innovative, and emotionally resonant set a new standard for film scoring.

Technological Innovations in the Weird Science Score

The mid-1980s marked a period of significant technological experimentation in music production, and
Danny Elfman was at the forefront of integrating these innovations into film scoring. The *Weird
Science* soundtrack features early use of synthesizers, drum machines, and digital effects, which
allowed Elfman to create sounds that traditional orchestras could not easily replicate.

This embrace of technology gave the score a contemporary edge, aligning it with the film’s themes of
scientific experimentation and teenage invention. It also reflected a broader trend in the film industry
toward blending electronic music with classical elements to appeal to younger, more diverse



audiences.

Pros and Cons of Elfman’s Weird Science Score

Pros:

Innovative blend of electronic and orchestral music

Effectively captures the film’s quirky and playful tone

Showcases early signs of Elfman’s distinctive style

Enhances narrative through memorable musical motifs

Cons:

May sound dated to modern listeners due to 1980s synth textures

Less orchestral complexity compared to Elfman’s later works

Some motifs are subtle and may go unnoticed without close listening

Legacy of Weird Science Danny Elfman in Film Music

The *Weird Science* score stands as a significant early milestone in Danny Elfman’s illustrious career.
It is a testament to his innovative spirit and willingness to experiment with new sounds and
techniques. While overshadowed by his later iconic scores, *Weird Science* remains an essential
chapter in understanding Elfman’s musical journey.

The soundtrack’s influence extends beyond the film itself, contributing to the evolution of film music
during a transformative era for both cinema and popular music. It bridges the gap between traditional
scoring and modern sound design, highlighting Elfman’s role as a pioneer who helped redefine what a
film score could achieve.

In examining the phrase “weird science danny elfman,” one uncovers not just a film score but a
pivotal moment in the history of movie music—a blend of creativity, technology, and narrative
synergy that continues to inspire composers and filmmakers today.
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  weird science danny elfman: Danny Elfman's Batman Janet K. Halfyard, 2004-09-07 This
resource is the most in-depth scholarly resource available on Danny Elfman. It integrates a careful
study of Elfman's scoring technique with a detailed analysis of the film itself.
  weird science danny elfman: John Hughes FAQ Thomas A. Christie, 2019-04-01 Looking for
a comprehensive chronicle of the films of legendary director, screenwriter, and producer John
Hughes? You’re holding it in your hands. Covering the entirety of Hughes's career, from his earliest
features through to his mainstream box-office successes, John Hughes FAQ explores the key factors
that contributed to his legendary status in the world of cinema. While Hughes has become especially
well known for the eight films that he directed between 1984 and 1991—including Sixteen Candles
(1984), The Breakfast Club (1985), and Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986)—he made a considerably
greater contribution to cinema through the dozens of high-profile screenplays that he developed for
production throughout the '80s and '90s. John Hughes FAQ investigates many different aspects of
Hughes's prolific career in film—discussing his distinctive flair for creating entertaining and
engaging characters, his enthusiasm for new technology and eventful road trips, and his insightful
social commentary on class and culture. Considering the entire sweep of Hughes's work behind the
camera, John Hughes FAQ focuses not only on the popular classics of his filmography but also on
many of his movies that have achieved a certain cultural prominence over the passing years.
  weird science danny elfman: Pretty in Pink Jonathan Bernstein, 2015-02-03 Jon Bernstein,
film critic for Spin magazine critiques his favorite teen movies from the golden age of the'80s. The
Brat Pack and their contemporaries have grown up, but celluloid has them flickering forever,
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[T]his is really a fan's, not a film student's, book, and as such, a lot of fun. - Booklist
  weird science danny elfman: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Teen Comedy Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  weird science danny elfman: Undiscovered Country #12 Scott Snyder, Charles Soule,
2021-02-10 UNITY, Conclusion Destiny manifests in Unity City as a sacrifice is made, and our
intrepid heroes face some hard truths about their mission.
  weird science danny elfman: Music in American Life Jacqueline Edmondson, 2013-10-03 A
fascinating exploration of the relationship between American culture and music as defined by
musicians, scholars, and critics from around the world. Music has been the cornerstone of popular
culture in the United States since the beginning of our nation's history. From early immigrants
sharing the sounds of their native lands to contemporary artists performing benefit concerts for
social causes, our country's musical expressions reflect where we, as a people, have been, as well as
our hope for the future. This four-volume encyclopedia examines music's influence on contemporary
American life, tracing historical connections over time. Music in American Life: An Encyclopedia of
the Songs, Styles, Stars, and Stories That Shaped Our Culture demonstrates the symbiotic
relationship between this art form and our society. Entries include singers, composers, lyricists,
songs, musical genres, places, instruments, technologies, music in films, music in political realms,
and music shows on television.
  weird science danny elfman: Risky Business William D. Romanowski, 2017-07-28 The role of
motion pictures in the popularity of rock music became increasingly significant in the latter
twentieth century. Rock music and its interaction with film is the subject of this significant book that
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re-examines and extends Serge Denisoff's pioneering observations of this relationship.Prior to
Saturday Night Fever rock music had a limited role in the motion picture business. That movie's
success, and the success of its soundtrack, began to change the silver screen. In 1983, with
Flashdance, the situation drastically evolved and by 1984, ten soundtracks, many in the pop/rock
genre, were certified platinum. Choosing which rock scores to discuss in this book was a challenging
task. The authors made selections from seminal films such as The Graduate, Easy Rider, American
Grafitti, Saturday Night Fever, Help!, and Dirty Dancing. However, many productions of the period
are significant not because of their success, but because of their box office and record store
failures.Risky Business chronicles the interaction of two major mediums of mass culture in the latter
twentieth century. This book is essential for those interested in communications, popular culture,
and social change.
  weird science danny elfman: The Scandal of Adaptation Thomas Leitch, 2023-04-21 The
essays in this volume seek to expose the scandals of adaptation. Some of them focus on specific
adaptations that have been considered scandalous because they portray characters acting in ways
that give scandal, because they are thought to betray the values enshrined in the texts they adapt,
because their composition or reception raises scandalous possibilities those adapted texts had
repressed, or because they challenge their audiences in ways those texts had never thought to do.
Others consider more general questions arising from the proposition that all adaptation is a
scandalous practice that confronts audiences with provocative questions about bowdlerizing, ethics,
censorship, contagion, screenwriting, and history. The collection offers a challenge to the continued
marginalization of adaptations and adaptation studies and an invitation to change their position by
embracing rather than downplaying their ability to scandalize the institutions they affront.
  weird science danny elfman: Don't You Forget About Me Jaime Clarke, 2007-03-06 No one
captured the teen portion of the eighties as poignantly as writer-director John Hughes. Sixteen
Candles, The Breakfast Club, Weird Science, Pretty in Pink, Ferris Bueller's Day Off, and Some Kind
of Wonderful are timeless tales of love, angst, longing, and self-discovery that illuminated and
assuaged the anxieties of an entire generation. Fondly nostalgic, filled with wit and surprising
insights, don't you forget about me contains original essays from a skillfully chosen crop of novelists
and essayists on the films' far-reaching effects on their own lives -- an irresistible read for anyone
who came of age in the eighties (or just wishes they did). Featuring new writing from: Steve Almond
* Julianna Baggott * Lisa Borders * Ryan Boudinot * T Cooper * Quinn Dalton * Emily Franklin * Lisa
Gabriele * Tod Goldberg * Nina de Gramont * Tara Ison * Allison Lynn * John McNally * Dan Pope *
Lewis Robinson * Ben Schrank * Elizabeth Searle * Mary Sullivan * Rebecca Wolff * Moon Unit
Zappa
  weird science danny elfman: The 100 Greatest Bands of All Time David V. Moskowitz,
2015-11-10 This one-of-a-kind reference investigates the music and the musicians that set the
popular trends of the last half century in America. Many rock fans have, at one time or another,
ranked their favorite artists in order of talent, charisma, and musical influence on the world as they
see it. In this same spirit, author and music historian David V. Moskowitz expands on the concept of
top ten lists to provide a lineup of the best 100 musical groups from the past 60 years. Since the
chosen bands are based on the author's personal taste, this two-volume set provokes discussion of
which performers are included and why, offering insights into the surprising influences behind them.
From the Everly Brothers, to the Ramones, to Public Enemy, the work covers a wide variety of styles
and genres, clearly illustrating the connections between them. Entries focus on the group's history,
touring, membership, major releases, selected discography, bibliography, and influence.
Contributions from leading scholars in popular music shed light on derivative artists and underscore
the overall impact of the performers on the music industry.
  weird science danny elfman: Film Music Paul Tonks, 2001-09-01 Pocket Essentials is a
dynamic series of books that are concise, lively, and easy to read. Packed with facts as well as expert
opinions, each book has all the key information you need to know about such popular topics as film,
television, cult fiction, history, and more. Classical purists say it isn't real music, yet it regularly tops



charts and plays to sell-out concert hall audiences. This book looks at such topics as who have been
the most influential composers, which scores have best served a film and why, and what have been
the historical, social, and technological changes that have affected the industry. From Ben Hur to
Star Wars and Psycho to Scream, film music has played an essential role in such genre-defining
classics.
  weird science danny elfman: US Youth Films and Popular Music Tim McNelis, 2017-04-21
This book brings theory from popular music studies to an examination of identity and agency in
youth films while building on, and complementing, film studies literature concerned with genre,
identity, and representation. McNelis includes case studies of Hollywood and independent US youth
films that have had commercial and/or critical success to illustrate how films draw on specific
discourses surrounding popular music genres to convey ideas about gender, race, ethnicity,
sexuality, and other aspects of identity. He develops the concept of ‘musical agency’, a term he uses
to discuss the relationship between film music and character agency, also examining the music
characters listen to and discuss, as well as musical performances by the characters themselves
  weird science danny elfman: Loyalist to a Fault Evan Munday, 2015-09-01 October Schwartz
and her five deadest pals are back for another crime-solving caper When October Schwartz raises
her five dead friends to investigate the cause of Cyril Cooper's death way back in 1783, she expects
a dull research-based journey into the lives of Canada's earliest British settlers, the United Empire
Loyalists. You'd think our favourite teen detective would have the hang of this solving-mysteries
thing by now, but when a ghost pirate appears on the scene, October may be in over her head. The
ghost pirate — or someone in a very convincing costume — is thieving key evidence at every turn,
beating October to the goods time and again. Worst of all, Valentine's Day is looming, and October's
friends seem more concerned about secret admirers than secret conspiracies. As October digs
deeper into the mystery, she starts to suspect the pirate may be someone very close to her, just as
she uncovers facts regarding her long-missing mom and the meaning behind a cryptic message from
a past case. The Dead Kid Detective Agency's third quest is a veritable bouquet of misadventures
that weaves the American Revolution, a beyond-chaotic school dance, a historic sea vessel, and a
boatload of supernatural shenanigans into one unforgettable madcap adventure.
  weird science danny elfman: Rock Song Index Bruce Pollock, 2014-03-18 The Rock Song
Index, Second Edition, is a new version of a well-received index to the classic songs of the rock
canon, from the late '40s through the end of the 20th century. The study of the history of rock music
has exploded over the last decade; all college music departments offer a basic rock-history course,
covering the classic artists and their songs.
  weird science danny elfman: Scoring the Screen Andy Hill, 2017-07-01 Today, musical
composition for films is more popular than ever. In professional and academic spheres, media music
study and practice are growing; undergraduate and postgraduate programs in media scoring are
offered by dozens of major colleges and universities. And increasingly, pop and contemporary
classical composers are expanding their reach into cinema and other forms of screen entertainment.
Yet a search on Amazon reveals at least 50 titles under the category of film music, and, remarkably,
only a meager few actually allow readers to see the music itself, while none of them examine
landmark scores like Vertigo, To Kill a Mockingbird, Patton, The Untouchables, or The Matrix in the
detail provided by Scoring the Screen: The Secret Language of Film Music. This is the first book
since Roy M. Prendergast's 1977 benchmark, Film Music: A Neglected Art, to treat music for motion
pictures as a compositional style worthy of serious study. Through extensive and unprecedented
analyses of the original concert scores, it is the first to offer both aspiring composers and music
educators with a view from the inside of the actual process of scoring-to-picture. The core thesis of
Scoring the Screen is that music for motion pictures is indeed a language, developed by the masters
of the craft out of a dramatic and commercial necessity to communicate ideas and emotions
instantaneously to an audience. Like all languages, it exists primarily to convey meaning. To quote
renowned orchestrator Conrad Pope (who has worked with John Williams, Howard Shore, and
Alexandre Desplat, among others): “If you have any interest in what music 'means' in film, get this



book. Andy Hill is among the handful of penetrating minds and ears engaged in film music today.”
  weird science danny elfman: Hang the DJ Angus Cargill, 2009-10-20 The literary equivalent of
a great dive bar jukebox--inspiring, provocative, irresistible, and the perfect gift for all music lovers.
At the heart of all music fetishes, there are lists: ten essential female murder ballads, ten unsettling
songs for a midwestern white guy to wake to from a coma, ten smutty Bob Dylan moments, and of
course the ever-popular staple of all music lists (and listeners)--ten best breakup songs. Hang the DJ
compiles what contributors might once have scribbled in the back of their textbooks or school
folders, when they--like all of us at one point--were absolutely sure that they alone were the sole
guardians of Musical Truth; that Sparks' number two hit, This Town Ain't Big Enough for the Both of
Us, really should have made it to the number one spot, that Gary Numan was merely a misshapen
progeny of Bowie's Thin White Duke persona, that female singer-songwriters are better than their
male equivalents. Mixing anecdote, humor, reference, and sheer dorkiness--but with the bizarre
insight of an anthropological study in pop-culture protocol--Hang the DJ is a collection of lists about
musical loves, hates, dreams, and nightmares from music-lovers such as Rick Moody, Jonathan
Lethem, Simon Reynolds, Ali Smith, Amanda Petrusich, and many other bloggers, journalists,
novelists, poets, and musicians.
  weird science danny elfman: 501 Essential Albums of the '80s Gary Graff, 2025-05-20 501
Essential Albums of ’80s is the ultimate curated list detailing dozens of the decade’s most influential
releases across all genres, featuring descriptions of the releases, album art, and artist imagery.
  weird science danny elfman: The Films of Tim Burton Alison McMahan, 2014-08-21 Most Tim
Burton films are huge box-office successes, and several are already classics. The director's
mysterious and eccentric public persona attracts a lot of attention, while the films themselves have
been somewhat overlooked. Here, Alison McMahan redresses this imbalance through a close
analysis of Burton's key films () and their industrial context. She argues that Burton has been a
crucial figure behind many of the transformations taking place in horror, fantasy, and sci-fi films
over the last two decades, and demonstrates how his own work draws on a huge range of artistic
influences: the films of George Melies, surrealism, installation art, computer games, and many more.
The Films of Tim Burton is the most in-depth analysis so far of the work of this unusual filmmaker - a
director who has shown repeatedly that it is possible to reject mainstream Hollywood contentions
while maintaining critical popularrity and commercial success.
  weird science danny elfman: Eaten Alive at a Chainsaw Massacre John Kenneth Muir,
2015-07-11 The sound of chainsaws revving on haunted Halloween trails has evoked untold screams
since Tobe Hooper's 1974 The Texas Chainsaw Massacre hit the cinemas. Since that first
take-no-prisoners horror movie, Hooper's reputation as a master of horror has been secured by his
adaptations of Stephen King (Salem's Lot, 1978, and The Mangler, 1995), his blockbuster
breakthrough Poltergeist (1982) and a variety of cult hits, from the underrated Lifeforce (1985) to
the remake of Invaders from Mars (1986). This reference work is divided into five parts. Part I
provides a history and overview of Tobe Hooper's career. Part II offers entries (with synopses,
complete credits, critical reception and commentaries) on every feature film by year of release. Part
III provides chronological information on Hooper's television movies and miniseries. Part IV offers
entries on his episodes from horror television series. Part V is a critical essay and conclusion which
places Hooper in horror film history and compares his work to all-time greats such as Romero,
Craven and Carpenter.
  weird science danny elfman: What 80s Pop Culture Teaches Us About Today's Workplace
Chris Clews, 2022-01-02 Oh, Carol Anne, who crooned, They're here. Poltergeist, 1982. Perhaps you
meant to say ... It's he-ere. The first full-length book that comes on the heels of its mini-book
predecessor. Let the What '80s Pop Culture series truly begin! So where does Book #2, 10 More
Iconic Movies, Even More Totally Awesome Business Lessons, take us? Cue the unforgettable '80s
quote: Where we're going, we don't need roads. (Back to the Future, 1985.) You'll need a guide for
this journey and there's no better way to travel than to hop in the time machine '80s style.
Remember the sequels craze that swept the nation with iconic films like Raiders of the Lost Ark,



Rocky, Back to the Future and every slasher film set on a street or in a camp? Yes, the '80s excelled
in creating sequels and so does Chris. So, are '80s movies really imbued with timeless lessons for
business leaders? Yes! The era of parachute pants, Members Only jackets and padded shoulders also
brought us the same creative indulgence for the workplace in the form of bigger business lessons,
bigger budgets, and anything-goes totally radical marketing. And the practical, evergreen lessons for
businesses of all kinds? They're timeless. In Book #2, you'll find 10 more unforgettable '80s movies
and even more righteous business lessons to apply at work. Plus a totally radical foreword from '80s
silver screen sweetheart Diane Franklin. Turn the pages and celebrate the arrival of a decade that
saw an explosion in creativity and the rise of the individual. Discover dozens of relatable, unique and
fun workplace lessons with a side of nostalgia. You'll never look at these movies and their characters
the same as you did before. Here are a few examples of the lessons Chris has in store: The Outsiders
-- When the chips are down, it's more important than ever to make the right decisions and Stay Gold.
The Princess Bride -- How to drop the As you wish mentality. Caddyshack -- Learn how to Be the ball
in business. Fast Times at Ridgemont High -- Why it's okay to say, I don't know. The Lost Boys --
Reject your workplace vampires. Coming to America -- When you think of garbage, think of Akeem.
Translated for the workplace? Earn your leadership. Better Off Dead -- Being successful requires
that you Get out over your skis and hit that mountain as fast as you can. Weird Science -- It takes a
bit of crazy to continue to move the business world forward. Ghostbusters -- It's true! Strapping an
unlicensed nuclear reactor on your back makes you less risk-averse. The Karate Kid -- Don't forget to
breathe. Very important is perhaps the greatest business advice of all time. In other words, you
surely don't want to lose your sh!t when it hits the fan. The timeless lessons of '80s movies (taught to
some of us as tweens and teens, and just now being discovered by younger generations) still
resonate and apply to our careers. Extract these lessons and live them every day. So, get into some
parachute pants, pump up your favorite '80s jams and get ready to learn What '80s Pop Culture Can
Teach Us About Today's Workplace. Inspired, insightful, and hilarious. -- Kevin Barnett, Screenwriter
and Producer A truly enjoyable and nostalgic read with golden nuggets of business advice
throughout. -- Karen Jones-- Karen Jones, EVP & CMO, Ryder
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