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Birds of Prey for Sale: What You Need to Know Before Bringing a Raptor Home

birds of prey for sale is a phrase that often catches the attention of wildlife enthusiasts and falconry
hobbyists alike. These majestic raptors, including hawks, falcons, eagles, and owls, have long fascinated
people due to their incredible hunting skills, striking appearances, and vital roles in ecosystems. However,
acquiring a bird of prey is not as simple as purchasing a pet from a store. There are many important factors
to consider, from legal regulations to specialized care requirements. If you’re curious about birds of prey for
sale and what it entails to own one, this article will guide you through the essentials.

The World of Birds of Prey

Birds of prey, also known as raptors, are carnivorous birds that hunt and feed on other animals. They have
keen eyesight, strong talons, and hooked beaks designed for tearing flesh. Some of the most popular species
in the context of falconry and avian collection include:

- Falcons (e.g., Peregrine falcon, American kestrel)
- Hawks (e.g., Red-tailed hawk, Cooper’s hawk)
- Eagles (e.g., Bald eagle, Golden eagle)
- Owls (e.g., Barn owl, Great horned owl)

Each species has its own unique characteristics, behaviors, and care needs, making it crucial to research
extensively before deciding to purchase or adopt one.

Understanding the Legalities of Birds of Prey for Sale

One of the most critical aspects to consider when looking into birds of prey for sale is the legal framework
governing their ownership. Raptors are protected by various laws worldwide due to their ecological
importance and, in some cases, endangered status.

Permits and Licensing

In many countries, owning a bird of prey requires special permits. For example, in the United States, the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act make it illegal to capture or own
native raptors without specific authorization. Licensed falconers and wildlife rehabilitators typically obtain



these permits after undergoing training and inspections.

Wild vs. Captive-Bred Raptors

It’s important to distinguish between wild-caught birds and captive-bred birds. Many regions prohibit the
sale or capture of wild raptors, focusing instead on captive breeding programs that help preserve species
without impacting wild populations. Captive-bred birds often adapt better to human care, though they still
require specialized environments.

Choosing the Right Bird of Prey

If you’ve navigated the legal hurdles and decided to pursue owning a bird of prey, the next step is
selecting the right species and individual bird. This decision should be based on your experience level,
available space, and intended purpose.

Raptors for Beginners

Some birds of prey are more suitable for novices. For example, American kestrels are smaller falcons
known for being relatively easier to handle. Similarly, red-tailed hawks are popular among beginner
falconers due to their adaptability and robust nature.

Purpose: Falconry, Education, or Conservation

Why are you interested in birds of prey for sale? Are you looking to practice falconry, educate the public,
or contribute to conservation efforts? Each purpose demands different species and levels of commitment.

- Falconry enthusiasts often prefer falcons and hawks suited for hunting.
- Educational birds might include species with calm temperaments accustomed to human interaction.
- Conservation programs may focus on breeding endangered raptors or rehabilitation.

Caring for Birds of Prey: Essential Tips

Owning a bird of prey is a lifelong responsibility. These birds require specialized care to thrive, including
diet, habitat, and health management.



Diet and Feeding

Birds of prey consume a carnivorous diet, primarily consisting of whole prey like mice, rats, quail, or
rabbits. Feeding must be carefully managed to mimic natural hunting patterns and ensure balanced
nutrition.

Housing and Enclosures

Proper housing is vital. Raptors need spacious aviaries with perches, shelter from extreme weather, and
enough room to exercise their wings. Outdoor mews or large flight cages are commonly used by falconers.

Training and Handling

Training a bird of prey requires patience, consistency, and experience. Most raptors need to be trained
using positive reinforcement methods and tethering techniques. Handling without proper knowledge can
stress the bird or lead to injury.

Where to Find Birds of Prey for Sale

Finding reputable sources for birds of prey is essential to ensure you’re getting healthy, well-cared-for
birds. Here are some places to consider:

Licensed Breeders: Captive breeding programs often have birds available for sale or transfer to
qualified individuals.

Falconry Clubs and Associations: These groups can provide guidance and connect you with
experienced falconers who may have birds available.

Wildlife Rehabilitators: Occasionally, rehabilitated birds that cannot be released may be placed with
licensed owners.

Avoid purchasing birds from unverified online sellers or pet stores that do not specialize in raptors, as this
could contribute to illegal wildlife trade and endanger the birds.



Challenges and Considerations

While the idea of owning a bird of prey can be thrilling, it’s important to acknowledge the challenges
involved.

Time Commitment

Raptors require daily care, feeding, and training. This can be a significant time investment that should not
be underestimated.

Financial Costs

Costs for proper housing, food, veterinary care, and permits can add up quickly. Birds of prey often require
specialized avian vets experienced in raptor medicine.

Ethical Responsibility

Ensuring the welfare of the bird and contributing to conservation efforts is crucial. Owning a raptor is not
merely a hobby but a commitment to preserving and respecting these incredible creatures.

Exploring birds of prey for sale opens a window into an ancient tradition and a fascinating world of wildlife
stewardship. For those willing to invest the necessary time, resources, and respect, owning a raptor can be
a deeply rewarding experience that connects humans with nature in a unique way.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are birds of prey legal to buy and own?
The legality of buying and owning birds of prey varies by country and region. In many places, special
permits or licenses are required, and certain species may be protected by law. It's essential to check local
regulations before purchasing.

What species of birds of prey are commonly available for sale?
Commonly available birds of prey for sale include falcons, hawks, and owls, especially species used in
falconry such as the Peregrine Falcon, Harris's Hawk, and Barn Owl. Availability depends on region and



legal restrictions.

What are the costs associated with buying a bird of prey?
The cost of birds of prey can range from a few hundred to several thousand dollars depending on the
species, age, training level, and legality. Additional costs include permits, housing, food, veterinary care,
and equipment.

What are the ethical considerations when purchasing birds of prey?
Ethical considerations include ensuring the bird is captive-bred rather than wild-caught, verifying that the
seller follows legal and humane practices, and being prepared to provide proper care, environment, and
training to meet the bird’s needs.

How can I find reputable sellers of birds of prey?
Reputable sellers often have proper licensing, positive reviews from falconry or bird-keeping
communities, and provide documentation on the bird’s origin and health. Joining falconry clubs and forums
can help identify trustworthy sources.

What care and housing requirements do birds of prey have?
Birds of prey require spacious aviaries, proper perches, a diet of fresh meat, regular veterinary care, and
mental stimulation through training and exercise. They also need protection from extreme weather and
predators.

Additional Resources
Birds of Prey for Sale: Navigating the Complex Market of Raptors

Birds of prey for sale represent a niche but intriguing segment within the exotic animal trade, drawing
interest from falconers, conservationists, and wildlife enthusiasts alike. The allure of these majestic
raptors—hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls—is rooted in their impressive hunting abilities, striking
appearances, and historical significance in falconry and cultural symbolism. However, purchasing birds of
prey involves a complex interplay of legal, ethical, and practical considerations, making it essential to
understand the market thoroughly before engaging in any transactions.

The Landscape of Birds of Prey for Sale

The market for birds of prey is characterized by both legal commercial sales and illegal trafficking. Legal



sales are typically regulated by governmental wildlife agencies, requiring permits and adherence to strict
guidelines to ensure the welfare of the birds and the protection of wild populations. Illegal sales, however,
pose a significant threat to biodiversity and often involve smuggling endangered species or birds taken
directly from the wild.

In countries like the United States, birds of prey are protected under laws such as the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. These regulations make it illegal to
capture, sell, or possess many raptor species without special permits. Consequently, licensed falconers and
rehabilitation centers often represent the primary legal buyers and sellers in this market.

Popular Species Available for Purchase

Among the birds of prey for sale, several species are more commonly available due to their adaptability to
captivity and relative abundance:

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis): A favored choice for beginner falconers, known for its robust
nature and hunting prowess.

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius): The smallest falcon in North America, prized for its agility and
manageable size.

Harris’s Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus): Noted for its social hunting behavior and trainability, making
it popular in falconry.

Barn Owl (Tyto alba): Valued for its distinctive appearance and silent flight, often used in educational
programs.

These species are typically bred in captivity, ensuring that their acquisition does not directly impact wild
populations. Captive breeding also allows for better health monitoring and habituation to human interaction.

Legal and Ethical Considerations in Purchasing Raptors

The sale of birds of prey is heavily intertwined with legal frameworks designed to protect wildlife.
Prospective buyers must navigate a web of permits, registrations, and compliance requirements that vary
by jurisdiction.



Permitting and Licensing Requirements

In the United States, for example, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service oversees the licensing process for
falconry and raptor possession. Buyers often need to:

Obtain a falconry license or special permit.1.

Demonstrate adequate facilities and knowledge to care for the bird.2.

Adhere to species-specific regulations, including restrictions on endangered or threatened species.3.

Internationally, trade in birds of prey is regulated under the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). This ensures that cross-border transactions do not
threaten the survival of wild populations.

Ethical Implications

Ethical concerns surrounding birds of prey for sale revolve around animal welfare and conservation impact.
Wild-caught birds often suffer from stress, injury, and reduced survival chances in captivity. Thus, captive
breeding programs are favored by conservationists as they:

Reduce pressure on wild populations.

Allow for genetic management and health monitoring.

Support rehabilitation and release efforts.

Buyers should prioritize reputable breeders and sellers who follow ethical practices, including transparent
sourcing and comprehensive health guarantees.

Practical Aspects: Care, Training, and Costs

Owning a bird of prey requires significant commitment, expertise, and resources, factors that are often
underestimated by first-time buyers.



Housing and Environment

Proper housing is critical to the health and well-being of raptors. Facilities must provide:

Spacious aviaries with adequate flight space.

Perches and shelter from extreme weather.

Clean water and hygiene maintenance.

Failure to provide suitable housing can lead to stress-related illnesses or behavioral issues.

Feeding and Nutrition

Birds of prey have specialized diets consisting mainly of whole prey items such as mice, quail, or rabbits.
This demands access to fresh, nutritious food sources and knowledge of feeding schedules. Nutritional
deficiencies or improper feeding can result in serious health problems.

Training and Handling

Many buyers are drawn to birds of prey for falconry, a sport and tradition requiring patience and skill.
Training involves:

Building trust and habituation.

Teaching hunting or perching commands.

Regular exercise to maintain physical condition.

Professional guidance is highly recommended, as improper training can harm both the bird and handler.



Financial Investment

The cost of acquiring a bird of prey varies broadly depending on species, age, and legal status. For instance:

Captive-bred American Kestrels might range from $300 to $800.

Red-tailed Hawks can cost upwards of $1,000, especially trained individuals.

Harris’s Hawks, due to their trainability, often fall between $1,000 and $3,000.

Additional expenses include permits, veterinary care, housing construction, and feeding, which
cumulatively can amount to several thousand dollars annually.

The Role of Conservation and Rehabilitation Centers

Several organizations and centers specialize in the rescue, rehabilitation, and sometimes sale of birds of prey,
balancing public interest with conservation goals. These institutions often:

Provide birds that cannot be released back into the wild but can serve educational purposes.

Support captive breeding programs aimed at species recovery.

Offer training and resources to falconers and wildlife professionals.

Engaging with such centers can provide a responsible pathway for acquiring birds of prey, ensuring that
legal and ethical standards are upheld.

Risks and Challenges in the Market

Despite the structured systems in place, the market for birds of prey remains vulnerable to illegal trade and
exploitation. Challenges include:

Difficulty in verifying the origin and health status of birds sold privately or online.



The potential for black market transactions, especially for rare or protected species.

Public misunderstanding about the needs and legality of owning raptors.

These risks underscore the importance of thorough research, legal compliance, and choosing reputable
sources when seeking birds of prey for sale.

The fascination with birds of prey continues to drive a specialized market that demands informed,
responsible participation. Whether for falconry, education, or conservation, prospective buyers must
carefully weigh the legal, ethical, and practical facets inherent in owning these powerful avian predators.
As awareness grows and regulations evolve, the hope remains that this market will support both human
interests and the enduring survival of raptor species worldwide.
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