math 55 harvard problems

Math 55 Harvard Problems: A Deep Dive into One of the Toughest Undergraduate Math Courses

math 55 harvard problems have gained legendary status in the world of mathematics education.
Known for their extreme difficulty and depth, these problems originate from Math 55, a famously
challenging introductory math course at Harvard University. If you're passionate about mathematics
or curious about what it takes to tackle some of the most demanding problems in undergraduate
math, understanding the nature of Math 55 problems is a great place to start.

What is Math 55 at Harvard?

Math 55 is often touted as the most difficult undergraduate math course in the United States. It’s
designed for exceptionally talented and motivated students who have already demonstrated a strong
foundation in mathematics, often going well beyond the standard high school curriculum. The course
covers a rigorous introduction to both abstract algebra and real analysis, weaving together concepts
from linear algebra, group theory, topology, and rigorous calculus.

Because of its complexity, Math 55 is sometimes described as a “weed-out” course, but many
students also see it as an incredible opportunity to immerse themselves in pure mathematics
challenges early in their academic careers.

The Nature of Math 55 Harvard Problems

Unlike typical problem sets, Math 55 problems require a deep understanding of mathematical
theory, creative problem-solving skills, and the ability to connect seemingly unrelated areas of math.
These problems often go beyond rote application of formulas or theorems; they demand insight,
ingenuity, and rigorous proof-writing.

Abstract Algebra and Group Theory Challenges

A significant portion of Math 55 problems focuses on abstract algebra, especially group theory.
Students might be asked to prove properties of groups, classify certain algebraic structures, or
explore homomorphisms between groups. These problems help students develop an intuition for
symmetry and structure that is foundational in higher mathematics.

For instance, a typical problem may involve proving that a particular group is isomorphic to a well-
known group, or analyzing the structure of subgroups within a larger group. This exploration
sharpens logical reasoning and exposes students to the elegance of algebraic abstractions.



Real Analysis and Rigorous Proofs

Another cornerstone of Math 55 problems lies in real analysis. Here, students rigorously prove
results related to sequences, series, continuity, differentiation, and integration. Unlike the
computational focus in many introductory calculus courses, Math 55 demands precise logical
arguments and a thorough understanding of limits and convergence.

A common type of problem might ask students to prove the uniform convergence of a sequence of
functions or to rigorously establish the properties of the Riemann integral. These proofs build a

strong foundation for advanced studies in analysis and prepare students to tackle research-level
mathematics.

Why Are Math 55 Problems So Difficult?

Understanding why Math 55 problems are notoriously difficult requires looking at several factors:
e Depth and Breadth: The problems span multiple areas of mathematics, requiring both
breadth of knowledge and depth of understanding.

e Abstract Thinking: Students must work with abstract concepts that are not always intuitive,
demanding a high level of mathematical maturity.

e Proof-Oriented: Rather than computational answers, the course emphasizes rigorous proofs,
which require clarity and precision in reasoning.

e Fast Pace: The course moves quickly through advanced topics, challenging students to keep
up and internalize complex ideas rapidly.

These factors combine to make Math 55 problems tough but rewarding. Success in this course often
signals that a student is ready for graduate-level mathematics.

Approaching Math 55 Harvard Problems: Tips and
Strategies

If you're intrigued by Math 55 problems and want to try your hand at them, or if you're preparing for
a similar advanced course, here are some insights that can help:

Build a Strong Foundation

Before diving into the problems, ensure you have a solid grasp of introductory linear algebra,



calculus, and proof techniques. Familiarity with mathematical logic, set theory, and basic topology
will also be invaluable.

Practice Proof Writing

Since Math 55 problems are proof-heavy, practicing how to write clear, concise, and rigorous proofs
is essential. Work through problems that require proving theorems or lemmas, and seek feedback
from more experienced mathematicians or instructors.

Collaborate and Discuss

Engaging with peers can illuminate different approaches to a problem. Math 55’s culture at Harvard
encourages collaboration, which helps students build intuition and expose gaps in their
understanding.

Don’t Rush the Learning Process

The abstract nature of many Math 55 problems means that understanding often comes gradually.
Take your time to digest definitions, theorems, and the logic behind proofs.

The Legacy and Impact of Math 55 Problems

Beyond the classroom, the influence of Math 55 problems extends into the broader mathematical
community. Many Harvard alumni who endured Math 55 have gone on to make significant
contributions to mathematics and related fields. The course’s rigor prepares students for research,
teaching, and advanced study.

Moreover, the reputation of Math 55 problems has inspired the creation of similar advanced courses
at other institutions. Students worldwide seek out challenging problem sets to sharpen their skills in
abstract reasoning and mathematical proof.

Online Resources and Study Communities

Thanks to the internet, many Math 55 problem sets and solutions are accessible online, allowing
aspiring mathematicians to explore these problems independently. Online forums, study groups, and
math-focused websites provide valuable support, creating a virtual community around these
challenging problems.



Examples of Math 55 Harvard Problems

While the full problem sets are extensive, here are a few illustrative examples that capture the spirit
of Math 55 challenges:

1. Prove that every finite subgroup of the multiplicative group of complex numbers is cyclic. This
problem explores group theory and requires understanding group structures and roots of
unity.

2. Show that a uniformly convergent sequence of continuous functions converges to a continuous
function. This challenges students to apply rigorous analysis concepts.

3. Classify all groups of order 8 up to isomorphism. This classification problem tests knowledge
of group theory and combinatorial reasoning.

4. Prove that a continuous function on a closed interval is Riemann integrable. A foundational
result in real analysis that demands precise proof techniques.

Working through such problems develops a mathematical mindset that values logical coherence,
abstraction, and elegance.

How Math 55 Prepares Students for Future
Mathematical Pursuits

The skills honed by tackling Math 55 Harvard problems go far beyond the course itself. Students
develop a rigorous approach to problem-solving that is invaluable in graduate studies, research, data
science, cryptography, and even fields like economics and engineering.

For many, the course acts as a litmus test for aptitude in pure mathematics and helps identify those
who might pursue careers as mathematicians or theoretical scientists. The discipline required to
master Math 55 problems also fosters perseverance and intellectual curiosity.

In exploring Math 55 Harvard problems, one gains insight into what it means to engage deeply with
mathematics. The challenges push students to think critically, reason abstractly, and communicate
their ideas precisely. Whether you're a student contemplating a similar course or a math enthusiast
seeking intellectual growth, diving into these problems offers a glimpse into the beauty and rigor of
advanced mathematics.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is Math 55 at Harvard?

Math 55 is an advanced undergraduate mathematics course at Harvard University, known for its
highly challenging problem sets and rigorous content, often considered one of the hardest
undergraduate math courses in the world.

Why are Math 55 problems considered so difficult?

Math 55 problems are difficult because they cover a wide range of advanced topics in abstract
algebra, real and complex analysis, topology, and more, requiring deep understanding and creativity
to solve.

Where can I find Math 55 Harvard problem sets?

Math 55 problem sets are often available on Harvard's official course website, student forums, and
educational resource sites like GitHub repositories and university archives.

How should I prepare to solve Math 55 problems?

To prepare for Math 55 problems, one should have a strong foundation in undergraduate
mathematics, including linear algebra, calculus, and proofs, and be comfortable with abstract
thinking and rigorous problem-solving techniques.

Are solutions to Math 55 problems available online?

Yes, many students and educators have shared solutions to Math 55 problems online through blogs,
forums, GitHub, and educational websites, although it's best to attempt the problems independently
first.

What topics are covered in Math 55 Harvard problems?

Math 55 problems cover topics such as group theory, ring theory, real analysis, measure theory,
topology, and complex analysis, often at a level beyond standard undergraduate courses.

Can non-Harvard students access Math 55 problem sets?

Yes, Math 55 problem sets are publicly accessible and can be found online, allowing students from
other institutions to challenge themselves with these advanced problems.

How long does it typically take to solve Math 55 problems?

Solving Math 55 problems varies greatly depending on the individual's background, but many
problems can take several hours to days due to their complexity and depth.

Additional Resources

Math 55 Harvard Problems: An In-Depth Exploration of One of the Most Challenging Undergraduate
Courses



math 55 harvard problems have become a benchmark for mathematical rigor and intellectual
challenge in undergraduate education. Known as one of the most demanding courses offered at
Harvard University, Math 55 is a rigorous introduction to advanced mathematics that tests the limits
of a student’s problem-solving skills, analytical thinking, and conceptual understanding. This article
delves into the nature of the Math 55 Harvard problems, their significance, and why they continue to
be a topic of interest among mathematics students and educators worldwide.

Understanding Math 55 and Its Reputation

Math 55, formally titled “Honors Abstract Algebra and Honors Real Analysis,” is a two-semester
course designed for exceptionally talented students in mathematics. The course content covers an
extensive range of topics, including set theory, real analysis, group theory, ring theory, topology,
and more. The problems associated with Math 55 are renowned for their complexity, requiring not
only mastery of theoretical concepts but also creativity and perseverance.

The reputation of Math 55 problems extends beyond Harvard, symbolizing an academic challenge
that often surpasses typical undergraduate coursework. It has become a cultural touchstone within
the math community, with many students and mathematicians discussing their experiences with
these problems in forums, blogs, and academic circles.

The Nature of Math 55 Harvard Problems

Unlike standard problem sets, Math 55 Harvard problems are designed to push students to critically
engage with abstract mathematical concepts. The problems are not merely computational; they
require deep proofs, logical deductions, and an ability to synthesize multiple areas of mathematics.
This interdisciplinary approach is what sets Math 55 apart from other undergraduate math courses.

Scope and Difficulty

The problems in Math 55 span several advanced mathematical domains:
e Abstract Algebra: Problems dealing with groups, rings, fields, and modules, often requiring
proofs of fundamental theorems or construction of counterexamples.

¢ Real Analysis: Challenges involving limits, continuity, differentiability, measure theory, and
integration that demand rigorous formalism.

e Topology and Set Theory: Questions on cardinality, ordinal numbers, and topological spaces
that often intertwine with algebraic concepts.

What makes these problems particularly difficult is their open-ended nature. Students frequently
encounter questions that have multiple solution paths, each necessitating a unique strategic



approach. This is a deliberate pedagogical choice to cultivate flexibility and ingenuity.

Examples of Math 55 Problems

While the full problem sets are extensive, typical Math 55 problems might include:

1. Prove that every finitely generated torsion-free abelian group is free abelian.

2. Show that a continuous bijection from a compact space to a Hausdorff space is a
homeomorphism.

3. Demonstrate that the set of algebraic numbers is countable.

4. Establish the completeness of the real numbers using Dedekind cuts or Cauchy sequences.

These problems require not only technical skill but also an in-depth understanding of underlying
theory — a hallmark of Math 55 Harvard problems.

Impact and Educational Value

The Math 55 Harvard problems serve several educational purposes. Primarily, they prepare students
for high-level mathematical research by fostering rigorous proof-writing and abstract reasoning. The
problems encourage students to develop a mathematical maturity that is essential for graduate
studies or careers in research-intensive fields.

Benefits of Engaging with Math 55 Problems

e Enhanced Logical Thinking: Students learn to structure arguments methodically and
identify gaps in reasoning.

¢ Broadened Mathematical Horizons: Exposure to diverse mathematical areas encourages
interdisciplinary thinking.

e Improved Problem-Solving Skills: Tackling challenging problems trains persistence and
adaptability.

e Preparation for Advanced Study: The course acts as a bridge between undergraduate and
graduate-level mathematics.

Conversely, the intensity of these problems can be overwhelming. Some students may struggle with



the pace and depth required, underscoring the necessity for strong foundational knowledge and a
genuine passion for mathematics.

Comparison with Other Advanced Math Courses

While many universities offer honors or advanced mathematics courses, Math 55 stands out due to
its comprehensive scope and the difficulty of its problems. Compared to standard advanced
undergraduate classes, which might focus on one branch of mathematics at a time, Math 55
integrates multiple fields. This integration demands a broader and more flexible understanding.

For example, MIT’s 18.100 series or Princeton’s honors courses provide challenging problem sets
but typically segment content more narrowly. Harvard’s Math 55, by contrast, is recognized for its
breadth and the intensity of its problem sets, making it one of the most formidable courses in
undergraduate mathematics education globally.

The Role of Math 55 Problems in Mathematical Culture

The Math 55 Harvard problems have also become a kind of rite of passage among aspiring
mathematicians. Stories of students attempting and succeeding at these problems circulate in
academic communities, inspiring admiration and sometimes apprehension. They have been
discussed extensively on mathematical forums such as Stack Exchange and Reddit, where former
students and educators share insights and solutions.

This cultural prominence contributes to the mystique surrounding Math 55 and makes these
problems a sought-after challenge for students aiming to test their limits.

Resources and Strategies for Tackling Math 55
Problems

Given the difficulty of Math 55 problems, students often seek supplementary resources to prepare:
e Textbooks: Classic textbooks such as “Principles of Mathematical Analysis” by Walter Rudin
and “Algebra” by Michael Artin provide foundational knowledge.

e Lecture Notes and Past Problem Sets: Many students access archived course materials
from Harvard to familiarize themselves with problem styles.

¢ Study Groups: Collaborative learning helps in discussing diverse approaches to a single
problem.

¢ Online Forums: Platforms like Math Stack Exchange enable students to seek hints and
clarifications without outright solutions.



A strategic approach to these problems involves breaking down complex proofs into manageable
steps, seeking patterns, and persistently revising fundamental concepts.

Challenges Students Face

Despite these resources, many students find Math 55 problems daunting. The abstract nature of the
problems can be intimidating, especially when compared to more procedural mathematical tasks.
Time management is another critical issue, as the depth of each problem often requires hours or
days of concentrated effort.

Moreover, the pressure to perform in such a prestigious course can add psychological stress,
necessitating not only intellectual ability but also resilience and effective study habits.

Math 55 Harvard problems remain a defining feature of one of the most challenging undergraduate
math courses globally. Their complexity and depth continue to attract the brightest minds and serve
as a formidable training ground for future mathematicians. While demanding, the intellectual
rewards of engaging with these problems are substantial, cultivating skills and insights that extend
far beyond the classroom walls.
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results and literature. The book will stimulate research and help avoid efforts on solving already
settled problems. Each chapter concludes with a comprehensive list of references which will lead
readers to original sources, important contributions and other surveys.

math 55 harvard problems: The Mathematics of Sex Stephen ]. Ceci, Wendy M. Williams,
2010 Compressing an enormous amount of information--over 400 studies--into a readable, engaging
account suitable for parents, educators, and policymakers, this book advances the debate about
women in science unlike any other book before it. Bringing together important research from such
diverse fields as endocrinology, economics, sociology, education, genetics, and psychology, the
authors show that two factors--the parenting choices women (but not men) have to make, and the
tendency of women to choose people-oriented fields like medicine--largely account for the
under-representation of women in the hard sciences.
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math 55 harvard problems: Thinking in Problems Alexander A. Roytvarf, 2013-01-04 This
concise, self-contained textbook gives an in-depth look at problem-solving from a mathematician’s
point-of-view. Each chapter builds off the previous one, while introducing a variety of methods that
could be used when approaching any given problem. Creative thinking is the key to solving
mathematical problems, and this book outlines the tools necessary to improve the reader’s
technique. The text is divided into twelve chapters, each providing corresponding hints,
explanations, and finalization of solutions for the problems in the given chapter. For the reader’s
convenience, each exercise is marked with the required background level. This book implements a
variety of strategies that can be used to solve mathematical problems in fields such as analysis,
calculus, linear and multilinear algebra and combinatorics. It includes applications to mathematical
physics, geometry, and other branches of mathematics. Also provided within the text are real-life
problems in engineering and technology. Thinking in Problems is intended for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students in the classroom or as a self-study guide. Prerequisites
include linear algebra and analysis.

math 55 harvard problems: Gates Stephen Manes, Paul Andrews, 1994-01-21 Manes and
Andrews reveal the guiding genius behind information technology and software such as Windows
which have become such universal standards, including a bracing, comprehensive review of the
industry and its goals, and how Bill Gates lead his company now and into the future.

math 55 harvard problems: The Classical Decision Problem Egon Borger, Erich Gradel, Yuri
Gurevich, 2001-08-28 This book offers a comprehensive treatment of the classical decision problem
of mathematical logic and of the role of the classical decision problem in modern computer science.
The text presents a revealing analysis of the natural order of decidable and undecidable cases and
includes a number of simple proofs and exercises.

math 55 harvard problems: Topics in Chromatic Graph Theory Lowell W. Beineke, Robin ].
Wilson, 2015-05-07 Chromatic graph theory is a thriving area that uses various ideas of 'colouring'
(of vertices, edges, and so on) to explore aspects of graph theory. It has links with other areas of
mathematics, including topology, algebra and geometry, and is increasingly used in such areas as
computer networks, where colouring algorithms form an important feature. While other books cover
portions of the material, no other title has such a wide scope as this one, in which acknowledged
international experts in the field provide a broad survey of the subject. All fifteen chapters have been
carefully edited, with uniform notation and terminology applied throughout. Bjarne Toft (Odense,
Denmark), widely recognized for his substantial contributions to the area, acted as academic
consultant. The book serves as a valuable reference for researchers and graduate students in graph
theory and combinatorics and as a useful introduction to the topic for mathematicians in related
fields.
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math 55 harvard problems: Italian Mathematics Between the Two World Wars Angelo




Guerraggio, Pietro Nastasi, 2006-01-20 This book describes Italian mathematics in the period
between the two World Wars. It analyzes the development by focusing on both the interior and the
external influences. Italian mathematics in that period was shaped by a colorful array of strong
personalities who concentrated their efforts on a select number of fields and won international
recognition and respect in an incredibly short time. Consequently, Italy was considered a third
mathematical power after France and Germany.
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Matsushima, 1971-12-31

math 55 harvard problems: Singular and Degenerate Cauchy Problems , 1977-01-13 In this
book, we study theoretical and practical aspects of computing methods for mathematical modelling
of nonlinear systems. A number of computing techniques are considered, such as methods of
operator approximation with any given accuracy; operator interpolation techniques including a
non-Lagrange interpolation; methods of system representation subject to constraints associated with
concepts of causality, memory and stationarity; methods of system representation with an accuracy
that is the best within a given class of models; methods of covariance matrix estimation;methods for
low-rank matrix approximations; hybrid methods based on a combination of iterative procedures and
best operator approximation; andmethods for information compression and filtering under condition
that a filter model should satisfy restrictions associated with causality and different types of
memory.As a result, the book represents a blend of new methods in general computational
analysis,and specific, but also generic, techniques for study of systems theory ant its
particularbranches, such as optimal filtering and information compression.- Best operator
approximation,- Non-Lagrange interpolation,- Generic Karhunen-Loeve transform- Generalised
low-rank matrix approximation- Optimal data compression- Optimal nonlinear filtering

math 55 harvard problems: Cooperative Research Monograph: 3, Research Problems in
Mathamatics Education, Reports from Conference on Psychological Problems and
ResearchMethods, with Lists of References United States. Education Office, 1960

math 55 harvard problems: Teacher Learning of Ambitious and Equitable Mathematics
Instruction Ilana Horn, Brette Garner, 2022-03-17 Drawing on sociocultural learning theory, this
book offers a groundbreaking theory of secondary mathematics teacher learning in schools, focusing
on the transformation of instruction as a conceptual change project to achieve ambitious and
equitable mathematics teaching. Despite decades of research showing the importance of ambitious
and equitable teaching, few inroads have been made in most U.S. classrooms, and teacher learning
in general remains undertheorized in most educational research. Illustrating their theory through
closely documented case studies of secondary mathematics teachers’ learning and instructional
practices, authors Horn and Garner explore the key conceptual issues teachers are required to work
through in order to more fully realize ambitious and equitable teaching in their classrooms. By
theorizing teacher learning from a sociocultural perspective and focusing on instructional practice,
the authors make a unique contribution to the field of teacher learning. This book offers researchers,
scholars, and teacher educators new theoretical and methodological tools for the elusive
phenomenon of teacher learning, and provides instructional leaders and coaches with practical
examples of how teachers shift their thinking and practice.

math 55 harvard problems: New Spaces in Mathematics Mathieu Anel, Gabriel Catren,
2021-04 In this graduate-level book, leading researchers explore various new notions of 'space' in
mathematics.

math 55 harvard problems: Nonlinear Programming Dimitri Bertsekas, 2016-09-01 This
book provides a comprehensive and accessible presentation of algorithms for solving continuous
optimization problems. It relies on rigorous mathematical analysis, but also aims at an intuitive
exposition that makes use of visualization where possible. It places particular emphasis on modern
developments, and their widespread applications in fields such as large-scale resource allocation
problems, signal processing, and machine learning. The 3rd edition brings the book in closer
harmony with the companion works Convex Optimization Theory (Athena Scientific, 2009), Convex



Optimization Algorithms (Athena Scientific, 2015), Convex Analysis and Optimization (Athena
Scientific, 2003), and Network Optimization (Athena Scientific, 1998). These works are
complementary in that they deal primarily with convex, possibly nondifferentiable, optimization
problems and rely on convex analysis. By contrast the nonlinear programming book focuses
primarily on analytical and computational methods for possibly nonconvex differentiable problems. It
relies primarily on calculus and variational analysis, yet it still contains a detailed presentation of
duality theory and its uses for both convex and nonconvex problems. This on-line edition contains
detailed solutions to all the theoretical book exercises. Among its special features, the book:
Provides extensive coverage of iterative optimization methods within a unifying framework Covers in
depth duality theory from both a variational and a geometric point of view Provides a detailed
treatment of interior point methods for linear programming Includes much new material on a
number of topics, such as proximal algorithms, alternating direction methods of multipliers, and
conic programming Focuses on large-scale optimization topics of much current interest, such as first
order methods, incremental methods, and distributed asynchronous computation, and their
applications in machine learning, signal processing, neural network training, and big data
applications Includes a large number of examples and exercises Was developed through extensive
classroom use in first-year graduate courses
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math 55 harvard problems: Everyday Matters in Science and Mathematics Ricardo
Nemirovsky, Ann S. Rosebery, Jesse Solomon, Beth Warren, 2004-12-13 This book re-examines the
dichotomy between the everyday and the disciplinary in mathematics and science education, and
explores alternatives to this opposition from points of view grounded in the close examination of
complex classroom events. It makes the case that students' everyday experience and knowledge in
their entire manifold forms matter crucially in learning sciences and mathematics. The contributions
of 13 research teams are organized around three themes: 1) the experiences of students in
encounters with everyday matters of a discipline; 2) the concerns of curriculum designers, including
teachers, as they design activities intended to focus on everyday matters of a discipline; and 3) the
actions of teachers as they create classroom encounters with everyday matters of a discipline. As a
whole the volume reflects the shift in the field of educational research in recent years away from
formal, structural models of learning toward emphasizing its situated nature and the sociocultural
bases of teaching and learning. At least two trends--increasing awareness that formal theories can
be useful guides but are always partial and provisional in how they disclose classroom experiences,
and the widespread availability of video and audio equipment that enables effortless recording of
classroom interactions--have reoriented the field by allowing researchers and teachers to look at
learning starting with complex classroom events rather than formal theories of learning. Such
examinations are not meant to replace the work on general theoretical frameworks, but to ground
them in actual complex events. This reorientation means that researchers and teachers can now
encounter the complexity of learning and teaching as lived, human meaning-making experiences.
Immersion in this complexity compels rethinking assumptions about the dichotomies that have
traditionally organized the field's thinking about learning. Further, it has important implications for
how the relationship between theory and practice in understanding teaching and learning is viewed.
Everyday Matters in Science and Mathematics: Studies of Complex Classroom Events is an
important resource for researchers, teacher educators, and graduate students in mathematics and
science education, and a strong supplemental text for courses in these areas and also in cognition
and instruction and instructional design.

math 55 harvard problems: Free as in Freedom [Paperback] Sam Williams, 2011-11-30
Free as in Freedom interweaves biographical snapshots of GNU project founder Richard Stallman
with the political, social and economic history of the free software movement. It examines Stallman's
unique personality and how that personality has been at turns a driving force and a drawback in
terms of the movement's overall success. Free as in Freedom examines one man's 20-year attempt to
codify and communicate the ethics of 1970s era hacking culture in such a way that later generations



might easily share and build upon the knowledge of their computing forebears. The book documents
Stallman's personal evolution from teenage misfit to prescient adult hacker to political leader and
examines how that evolution has shaped the free software movement. Like Alan Greenspan in the
financial sector, Richard Stallman has assumed the role of tribal elder within the hacking
community, a community that bills itself as anarchic and averse to central leadership or authority.
How did this paradox come about? Free as in Freedom provides an answer. It also looks at how the
latest twists and turns in the software marketplace have diminished Stallman's leadership role in
some areas while augmenting it in others. Finally, Free as in Freedom examines both Stallman and
the free software movement from historical viewpoint. Will future generations see Stallman as a
genius or crackpot? The answer to that question depends partly on which side of the free software
debate the reader currently stands and partly upon the reader's own outlook for the future. 100
years from now, when terms such as computer, operating system and perhaps even software itself
seem hopelessly quaint, will Richard Stallman's particular vision of freedom still resonate, or will it
have taken its place alongside other utopian concepts on the 'ash-heap of history?'
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