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Life After God Douglas Coupland: Exploring the Postmodern Spiritual Landscape

life after god douglas coupland is a phrase that resonates deeply with readers who are intrigued
by the intersections of spirituality, culture, and the modern human experience. Douglas Coupland’s
1994 novel, *Life After God*, delves into the existential quandaries faced by a generation growing up
without traditional religious frameworks. Through a series of interconnected short stories, Coupland
explores themes of faith, disillusionment, and the search for meaning in a secular world that often
feels fragmented and uncertain.

If you’re curious about *Life After God Douglas Coupland* and how it captures the spiritual malaise
of late 20th-century youth, this article will guide you through the book’s core themes, narrative
style, and its lasting impact on contemporary literature and culture.

Understanding Life After God Douglas Coupland

At its heart, *Life After God* is a meditation on what it means to navigate life without the guiding
hand of traditional religion. The book’s title itself suggests a world where God’s presence is absent,
leaving individuals to confront existence on their own terms. Coupland’s narrative reflects the
postmodern condition—fragmented, skeptical, and searching for new forms of meaning.

The Premise and Structure

Unlike a conventional novel, *Life After God* is composed of nine short stories, each focusing on
different characters who share a common experience: growing up in a post-Christian, secular
environment. These stories are loosely connected, offering glimpses into the lives of people
grappling with loneliness, hope, despair, and the quest for connection.

Coupland’s writing style is sharp, often poetic, and infused with cultural references that ground the
stories in the 1990s North American context. This approach helps readers feel the immediacy of the
characters’ struggles while encouraging reflection on broader societal shifts.

Key Themes in Life After God Douglas Coupland

Several salient themes emerge throughout the collection, making it a rich text for exploring modern
spirituality and identity.

Loss of Faith: The characters often embody a generation raised without religion or who have
lost faith, highlighting the existential vacuum left behind.

Loneliness and Alienation: Many narratives focus on the isolation felt in the absence of a



shared belief system or community.

Search for Meaning: Despite the absence of God, characters seek purpose through
relationships, memories, and personal rituals.

Childhood and Nostalgia: The stories frequently reflect on childhood innocence and its loss,
tying personal history to spiritual longing.

These themes resonate not only with readers interested in spirituality but also with those exploring
the cultural and psychological impacts of secularization.

Douglas Coupland’s Influence on Postmodern
Literature

Coupland is often credited with capturing the sensibilities of Generation X, and *Life After God*
stands as a seminal work in this regard. His portrayal of post-Christian spirituality and cultural
dislocation has influenced many writers and thinkers interested in the evolving role of religion and
meaning in modern life.

The Generation X Connection

The term “Generation X” refers to those born roughly between the mid-1960s and early 1980s.
Coupland’s works, including *Life After God*, articulate the skepticism and irony that characterize
this cohort. The book reflects the generational struggle to find identity amid shifting cultural
landscapes, where old certainties like organized religion are questioned or abandoned altogether.

Postmodern Spirituality and Literature

*Life After God* contributes to a broader conversation about postmodern spirituality—a form of
spirituality that is less dogmatic and more individualized. Coupland’s stories suggest that even in the
absence of traditional religious structures, humans have an innate need for transcendence and
connection.

This exploration makes the book a valuable resource for readers interested in how literature reflects
and shapes evolving spiritual paradigms.

Why Life After God Douglas Coupland Still Matters
Today

Decades after its release, *Life After God* remains relevant, especially as more people worldwide



identify as “spiritual but not religious.” The book’s exploration of faith, meaning, and human
connection in a secular age speaks to ongoing cultural and existential debates.

Reflecting Contemporary Spirituality

In an era marked by declining religious affiliation and the rise of personalized belief systems, *Life
After God* anticipates many of today’s discussions around spirituality. It highlights the challenges
and opportunities that come with crafting meaning in a world where traditional religious narratives
no longer dominate.

Lessons from Life After God

Readers can draw valuable insights from Coupland’s work on how to navigate spiritual uncertainty:

Embrace Vulnerability: The characters’ openness about their fears and loneliness invites1.
readers to acknowledge their own vulnerabilities.

Seek Connection: Despite isolation, the stories emphasize the importance of human2.
relationships as sources of meaning.

Create Personal Rituals: With traditional religion absent, finding or inventing rituals can3.
help foster a sense of purpose and continuity.

Accept Ambiguity: Coupland’s narratives do not offer clear answers but encourage readers4.
to live with uncertainty and complexity.

These lessons can be particularly helpful for individuals navigating their own spiritual journeys in a
complex, secular world.

Exploring the Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

One of the compelling aspects of *Life After God* is Coupland’s distinctive prose and narrative
choices, which enhance the book’s thematic depth.

Minimalist and Poetic Language

Coupland’s writing is often spare yet evocative. His minimalist style reflects the emotional restraint
and detachment experienced by his characters, while his use of poetic imagery conveys deep
feelings beneath the surface.



Interconnected Stories and Fragmentation

The structure of loosely connected stories mirrors the fragmented nature of postmodern life. This
narrative fragmentation echoes the characters’ fractured sense of identity and community,
reinforcing the book’s central concerns about disconnection and search for coherence.

Use of Cultural References

Coupland peppers his stories with references to pop culture, technology, and contemporary life,
grounding the philosophical themes in a tangible, relatable world. This technique appeals to readers
familiar with the cultural landscape of the 1990s, while also situating the spiritual questions within a
specific historical moment.

How to Approach Reading Life After God Douglas
Coupland

If you’re new to *Life After God*, here are some tips to enhance your reading experience and deepen
your understanding:

Read Slowly and Reflectively: The stories are dense with meaning and emotion—take your
time to savor the language and themes.

Consider the Historical Context: Understanding the socio-cultural backdrop of the 1990s
can illuminate many of the book’s references and concerns.

Engage with the Characters’ Inner Lives: Pay attention to the emotional nuances and
subtle shifts in perspective to appreciate the complexity of the spiritual exploration.

Discuss with Others: Sharing insights with fellow readers can open new avenues of
interpretation and enrich your experience.

By approaching the book with openness and curiosity, you can uncover layers of meaning that
resonate well beyond the page.

*Life After God Douglas Coupland* offers a poignant and thought-provoking look at the spiritual
condition of a generation and a culture in flux. Its exploration of faith, identity, and connection in a
post-religious world continues to inspire readers who seek to understand what it means to live “after
God” in the modern age. Whether you’re drawn by its literary style, its cultural critique, or its
spiritual inquiry, Coupland’s work remains a compelling invitation to reflect on the deepest
questions of human existence.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Douglas Coupland's 'Life After
God'?
'Life After God' explores themes of spirituality, existentialism, and the search for meaning in a post-
religious world.

When was 'Life After God' by Douglas Coupland first
published?
'Life After God' was first published in 1994.

How does Douglas Coupland portray childhood in 'Life After
God'?
Coupland portrays childhood as a time of innocence and confusion, often highlighting the loss of
faith and the struggle to find purpose.

What narrative style is used in 'Life After God'?
'Life After God' is written as a collection of interconnected short stories, narrated primarily from a
first-person perspective.

How does 'Life After God' reflect the cultural context of the
1990s?
The book captures the disillusionment and spiritual emptiness felt by many in the 1990s, reflecting
the rise of secularism and the decline of traditional religious beliefs.

Is 'Life After God' considered a novel or a short story
collection?
'Life After God' is considered a short story collection, with interconnected stories that together
explore a cohesive theme.

What role does religion play in 'Life After God'?
Religion is depicted as a fading influence, with characters grappling with life without the comfort or
guidance of traditional faith.

How has 'Life After God' influenced contemporary Canadian
literature?
'Life After God' is regarded as a significant work that brought attention to postmodern themes in



Canadian literature, influencing writers to explore identity and spirituality in new ways.

Additional Resources
**Life After God Douglas Coupland: Exploring Existentialism in Postmodern Literature**

life after god douglas coupland stands as a compelling exploration of faith, identity, and
existential uncertainty in the postmodern era. Published in 1994, this collection of interconnected
short stories marked a significant departure from Coupland’s earlier work, notably his seminal novel
*Generation X*. With a narrative voice that captures the disillusionment of a generation grappling
with the erosion of traditional belief systems, *Life After God* delves into the spiritual void left in the
wake of declining religious influence. This article examines Douglas Coupland’s *Life After God*
through an analytical lens, exploring its themes, stylistic elements, and cultural significance within
contemporary literature.

Contextualizing Life After God Douglas Coupland

During the early 1990s, Western societies witnessed a pronounced shift in cultural and spiritual
paradigms. The waning dominance of organized religion coincided with the rise of secularism and
postmodern skepticism, particularly among younger generations. Douglas Coupland, a Canadian
author known for his incisive commentary on modern life, captured this zeitgeist in *Life After God*.
Building on his reputation as a chronicler of Generation X’s ethos, Coupland addresses the spiritual
disorientation inherent in a world where "God" is no longer a given, but a question.

Unlike *Generation X*, which primarily focused on cultural alienation and consumerism, *Life After
God* ventures into the realm of spirituality without subscribing to religious dogma. The book’s
fragmented structure—comprising short stories linked by a shared narrator and recurring
motifs—mirrors the fractured nature of postmodern consciousness. This narrative style contributes
to the thematic exploration of existential fragmentation and the search for meaning.

Thematic Exploration: Faith, Doubt, and the Search for
Meaning

At its core, *Life After God Douglas Coupland* grapples with the tension between faith and doubt.
The title itself provocatively suggests a world where the traditional concept of God has been
abandoned or rendered obsolete. Throughout the stories, characters confront loneliness, loss, and
the challenge of forging identity amid the absence of a unifying spiritual framework.

Coupland’s portrayal of faith is nuanced; rather than outright rejecting spirituality, the narratives
reveal a yearning for transcendence and connection. This ambivalence reflects broader cultural
anxieties of the 1990s, when many grappled with secularization’s implications. The book’s
characters embody this struggle, navigating a landscape where certainty is elusive and meaning is
self-constructed.



Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Douglas Coupland’s prose in *Life After God* is characterized by its minimalism and emotional
restraint, which effectively convey the existential detachment experienced by the characters. The
stories are often sparse, relying on subtle imagery and understated dialogue to evoke complex
emotional states. This stylistic choice aligns with the postmodern aesthetic of fragmentation and
ambiguity.

The narrator, a nameless boy who transitions into adulthood over the course of the collection, serves
as an anchor amid the disjointed storytelling. His interior monologues and reflections provide
cohesion, allowing readers to trace the evolution of his spiritual awareness. The use of first-person
narration invites intimacy and immediacy, while the shifting perspectives in certain stories expand
the thematic scope.

Comparing Life After God with Other Postmodern
Works

When situated alongside other postmodern literary works, *Life After God Douglas Coupland*
distinguishes itself through its focus on spirituality rather than solely on cultural critique. While
authors like Don DeLillo and Thomas Pynchon explore themes of conspiracy, technology, and media
saturation, Coupland’s work is more introspective, centered on the individual’s internal crisis.

In comparison to contemporaneous works such as Bret Easton Ellis’s *Less Than Zero*, which depict
nihilism and moral decay, *Life After God* offers a more hopeful, albeit tentative, exploration of
meaning. The book’s preoccupation with childhood memories and innocence adds a layer of
poignancy absent from some of the more cynical postmodern narratives.

Relevance and Influence in Contemporary Literature

More than two decades after its publication, *Life After God* remains relevant, particularly as
discussions about spirituality and secularism continue to evolve. Coupland’s insights into the
emotional landscape of post-religious societies resonate with readers navigating the complexities of
faith in the 21st century.

The book has influenced a generation of writers and thinkers interested in the intersection of
culture, spirituality, and identity. Its blend of literary minimalism and philosophical inquiry has
inspired works that similarly interrogate the nature of belief and personal meaning.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Upon release, *Life After God Douglas Coupland* received a mix of critical responses. Some praised
its poignant and innovative approach to existential themes, while others found the fragmented
narrative challenging. Nonetheless, the collection solidified Coupland’s reputation as a key voice in



contemporary Canadian literature and the wider postmodern literary landscape.

The cultural impact of the book extends beyond literature. It sparked conversations around the role
of spirituality in a secular age and influenced media portrayals of generational angst. The title itself
has become a shorthand reference for discussions about life without traditional religious
frameworks.

Strengths and Limitations of Life After God

Strengths: The book’s thematic depth and emotional resonance stand out, especially its
capacity to articulate the spiritual uncertainty of a generation. Coupland’s minimalist style
enhances the sense of fragmentation, mirroring the characters’ inner turmoil. The
interconnected stories provide a multifaceted view of postmodern existence.

Limitations: Some readers may find the narrative’s sparse style and non-linear structure
difficult to follow. The absence of a conventional plot can challenge expectations for character
development and resolution. Additionally, the book’s focus on Western secularism may limit its
universality across different cultural contexts.

Life After God Douglas Coupland in the Broader
Literary Canon

*Life After God* occupies a unique space at the crossroads of postmodern literature and spiritual
inquiry. It exemplifies how fiction can engage with philosophical questions without resorting to
didacticism. Its influence is evident in later works that explore spirituality through fragmented
narratives and introspective voices.

In academic settings, the book is often used to illustrate shifts in narrative form and thematic focus
during the late 20th century. Its examination of secular existentialism complements studies of
postmodern identity and cultural change.

The enduring appeal of *Life After God* lies in its honest portrayal of a world where certainty is no
longer assured, and where the quest for meaning is a deeply personal journey. Douglas Coupland’s
work challenges readers to consider the implications of a life lived after the decline of traditional
religious authority, encouraging reflection on what it means to believe, hope, and find connection in
a fractured world.

Life After God Douglas Coupland
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  life after god douglas coupland: LIFE AFTER GOD Douglas Coupland, 2010-05-11 In this
compellingly innovative collection of stories, bestselling author Douglas Coupland cuts through the
hype of modern living to find a rare grace amid our lives—uncovering a new kind of truth for a
culture stuck on fast-forward: a culture seemingly beyond God. We are the first generation raised
without God. We are creatures with strong religious impulses, yet they have nowhere to flow in this
world of shopping and TV, Kraft dinners, and jets. How do we cope with loneliness? Anxiety? The
collapse of relationships? How do we reach the quiet, safe layer of our lives?
  life after god douglas coupland: Life After God Douglas Coupland, 2012-12-25 YOU ARE
THE FIRST GENERATION RAISED WITHOUT RELIGION What happens if we are raised without
religion or beliefs? As we grow older, the beauty and disenchantments of the world temper our
souls. We all have spiritual impulses, yet where do these impulses flow in a world of commodities
and consumerism? LIFE AFTER GOD is a compellingly innovative collection of stories responding to
these themes. Douglas Coupland takes us into worlds we know exist but rarely see, finding rare
grace amid our pre-millennium turmoil.
  life after god douglas coupland: Religion and Literature Robert Detweiler, David Jasper,
2000-01-01 Featuring a selection from over 80 key texts, this anthology aims to help the reader to
understand the common origins of religious expression and of literature. The texts included cover
classical literature, the Bible, English and European classics and contemporary works.
  life after god douglas coupland: Life After God Michael Lewis MacLennan, 2007 Adapted
from the short story by Douglas Coupland
  life after god douglas coupland: The Rhizomatic West Neil Campbell, 2008-12-01 Is the
American West in Sergio Leone?s ?spaghetti westerns? the same American West we find in Douglas
Coupland?s Generation X? In Jim Jarmusch?s movies? In Calexico?s music? Or is the American West,
as this book tells us, a constantly moving, mutating idea within a complex global culture? And what,
precisely (or better yet, imprecisely) does it mean? ø Using Gilles Deleuze and Fälix Guattari?s
concept of the rhizome, Neil Campbell shows how the West (or west-ness) continually breaks away
from a mainstream notion of American ?rootedness? and renews and transforms itself in various
cultural forms. A region long traversed by various transient peoples (from tribes and conquerors to
immigrants, traders, and trappers), the West reflects a mythic quest for settlement, permanence,
and synthesis?even notions of a national or global identity?at odds with its rootless history, culture,
and nature. Crossing the concept of ?roots? with ?routes,? this book shows how notions of the
West?in representations ranging from literature and film to photography, music, and architectural
theory?give expression to ideas about identity, nationhood, and belonging in a world increasingly
defined by movement across time and borders. The Rhizomatic West offers a new vision of the
American West as a hybrid, performative space, a staging place for myriad intersecting and
constantly changing identities.
  life after god douglas coupland: Imagination and the Journey of Faith Sandra M. Levy,
2008-09-05 This book will speak to all readers, whether religious believers or not, who wish to
strengthen and deepen the imaginative power of their spiritual lives.
  life after god douglas coupland: Do You Feel it Too? Nicoline Timmer, 2010 Do You Feel It
Too? explores a new sense of self that is becoming manifest in experimental fiction written by a
generation of authors who can be considered the 'heirs' of the postmodern tradition. It offers a
precise, in-depth analysis of a new, post-postmodern direction in fiction writing, and highlights
which aspects are most acute in the post-postmodern novel. Most notable is the emphatic expression
of feelings and sentiments and a drive toward inter-subjective connection and communication. The
self that is presented in these post-postmodern works of fiction can best be characterized as
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relational. To analyze this new sense of self, a new interpretational method is introduced that offers
a sophisticated approach to fictional selves combining the insights of post-classical narratology and
what is called 'narrative psychology'. Close analyses of three contemporary experimental texts -
Infinite Jest (1996) by David Foster Wallace, A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius (2000) by
Dave Eggers, and House of Leaves (2000) by Mark Danielewski - provide insight into the typical
problems that the self experiences in postmodern cultural contexts. Three such problems or
'symptoms' are singled out and analyzed in depth: an inability to choose because of a lack of
decision-making tools; a difficulty to situate or appropriate feelings; and a structural need for a 'we'
(a desire for connectivity and sociality). The critique that can be distilled from these texts, especially
on the perceived solipsistic quality of postmodern experience worlds, runs parallel to developments
in recent critical theory. These developments, in fiction and theory both, signal, in the wake of
poststructural conceptions of subjectivity, a perhaps much awaited 'turn to the human' in our culture
at large today.
  life after god douglas coupland: The Unnecessary Pastor Marva J. Dawn, Eugene H.
Peterson, 1999-11-17 Best-selling authors Marva Dawn and Eugene Peterson offer encouragement
to pastors. Pastors are strategically placed to counter the culture. No other profession looks so
inoffensive but is in fact so dangerous to the status quo. Their weapon? A gospel that is profoundly
countercultural. But standing firm in today's world isn't easy. Powerful forces, both subtle and
obvious, attempt to domesticate pastors, to make them, in a word, unnecessary. In this book, two of
today's most respected authors help pastors recover their gospel identity and maintain a pure vision
of Christian leadership. Marva Dawn and Eugene Peterson reconnect pastors with the biblical texts
that will train them as countercultural servants of the gospel. Marva Dawn looks to Paul's letter to
the Ephesians for instruction for churches seeking to live faithfully in today's world. In turn, Eugene
Peterson explores Romans, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus, drawing from them the correct view of
pastoral identity.
  life after god douglas coupland: Do Nothing to Change Your Life 2nd edition Stephen
Cottrell, 2020-09-30 When did you last allow yourself to waste time, to enjoy the pleasure of having a
lie-in, to daydream, lose yourself in your favourite music, or simply to be idle? Most of us live at
break-neck speed, cramming work, family, friends and endless tasks into every relentless day. We
barely give ourselves enough time to sleep, let alone to stop and take stock. In this generous,
life-affirming book Stephen Cottrell shows what we are missing when we listen to that inner voice
that keeps driving us on. With humour and down-to-earth wisdom, he encourages us instead to hang
out with our inner slob and rediscover not just the pleasures but the real benefits, the unexpected
gifts and the deep truths to be found in simply messing about.
  life after god douglas coupland: TwentySomeone Craig Dunham, Doug Serven, 2010-05-19
Live Strategically The decade of your twenties is full of important, stressful, maddening questions:
What will I do? Who will I love? Where will I live? But maybe there’s a bigger question: Who am I?
The fact is, the period of time between your teens and thirties will shape a lot of your character, your
calling, and your view of the world. Authors Craig Dunham and Doug Serven (recent graduates of
their twenties) explain that the difference between a twentysomething and TwentySomeone has to
do with the questions we ask. Instead of asking, “What will I do?” twentysomeones need to ask “Who
am I?”–the real question of the twenties. Full of personal experience and practical wisdom,
TwentySomeone helps you make the most of your twenties while giving you the skills to handle
common life experiences like singlehood, first jobs, getting married, having kids, and buying stuff.
This is a guidebook that will help you discover who God is calling you to be.
  life after god douglas coupland: The Suburban Christian Albert Y. Hsu, 2006-05-31 Albert
Hsu unpacks the spiritual significance of suburbia and explores how suburban culture shapes how
we live and practice our faith. With broad historical background and sociological analysis, Hsu offers
guidance and hope for all who would seek the welfare of the suburbs.
  life after god douglas coupland: What on Earth is Heaven? James Paul, 2021-02-18 What
happens to us when we die? Will heaven be a place of fluffy clouds, angels and cherubs playing



harps? Is the Christian faith just about securing a place in heaven when we die? In What on Earth is
Heaven? James Paul explores the radical truth of what the Bible says about heaven and the afterlife,
and its relevance for your life here and now on earth. Unpacking the biblical story of the separation
and reunion of heaven and earth, he shows that heaven isn't a place somewhere 'out there' but a
dimension of reality - the dimension where God's will is done. The Good News isn't that we get to
escape to heaven, but that God invites us to be a part of his plan to bring the kingdom of heaven to
our square inch of the earth. Insightful and accessible, What on Earth is Heaven? is a book for
anyone wanting a deeper understanding of the Bible's teaching on heaven, or anyone who has
wondered about the true meaning of finding heaven on earth. Life-affirming and uplifting, this book
will fire your imagination as to how you can be a part of bringing heaven to the world around you.
  life after god douglas coupland: The Postmodern Life Cycle Friedrich Schweitzer, 2012-11 A
theology in tune with postcolonial theory has the potential to creatively inform and transform
ecclesial practice. Focusing on the relation of theology to postcolonial theory, Postcolonial
Theologies brings together a wide diversity of authors, many of them fresh and exciting theological
voices, in essays that are stunningly creative and prophetically lucid. All essays are theologically
constructive, not merely deconstructive or critical, in their visions for Christianity. Forming a sort of
doctrinal landscape, they emerge under the themes of theological anthropology shaped by ethnicity,
class, and privilege; a Christology that intersects the claims of Christ and empire; and a Cosmology
that imagines a postcolonial world.
  life after god douglas coupland: Auden's O Andrew W. Hass, 2013-11-01 Explores the rise of
the idea of nothing in Western modernity and how its figuration is transforming and offering new
possibilities. In this groundbreaking, interdisciplinary history of ideas, Andrew W. Hass explores the
ascendency of the concept of nothing into late modernity. He argues that the rise of the reality of
nothing in religion, philosophy, and literature has taken place only against the decline of the concept
of One: a shift from a sovereign understanding of the One (unity, universality) toward the �figure of
the O��a cipher figure that, as nonentity, is nevertheless determinant of other realities. The figuring
of this O culminates in a proliferation of literary expressions of nothingness, void, and absence from
1940 to 1960, but by century�s end, this movement has shifted from linear progression to mutation,
whereby religion, theology, philosophy, literature, and other critical modes of thought, such as
feminism, merge into a shared, circular activity. The writer W. H. Auden lends his name to this O,
his long poetic work The Sea and the Mirror an exemplary manifestation of its implications. Hass
examines this work, along with that of a host of writers, philosophers, and theologians, to trace the
revolutionary hermeneutics and creative space of the O, and to provide the reasoning of why nothing
is now such a powerful force in the imagination of the twenty-first century, and of how it might move
us through and beyond our turbulent times.
  life after god douglas coupland: Third Voice Michael P. Knowles, 2021-01-14 What makes
for powerful preaching? Careful exegesis, logical structure, interesting illustrations, and clear
speech can all help. But truly transformative preaching depends on divine power, not human skill
alone. Those who would reduce preaching to simple systems or sure-fire strategies for success will
find little of interest here. Instead, this book appeals to those (pastors and academics alike) who find
themselves confounded by the occasional futility of their best preaching and the unexpected success
of their worst. It invites readers to enter more deeply into the uncontrollable mystery that attends all
efforts to speak in the name of Christ, above all on the topic of resurrection. Although the gospel
always turns our attention to the crucified and risen Lord, preaching about resurrection calls us to
trust that the same God who raised Jesus from death will likewise grant life to us as preachers, to
our sermons, and to our hearers alike. Drawing on resources as diverse as Luther’s understanding of
the Christian gospel, Speech Act theory, and Bhabha’s concept of “Third Space,” Third Voice:
Preaching Resurrection argues that the true key to effective preaching is not rhetoric, but
spirituality.
  life after god douglas coupland: The Rock Cries Out Steve Stockman, 2004 Steve
Stockman, author of the international hit Walk On: The Spiritual Journey of U2, explores the music



of twelve artists who haven't necessarily professed a Christian faith but whose work is undergirded
with issues, questions and insights that are very much biblical. If you look closely, their music is
saturated with spiritual context and redemptive messages that can teach life-changing truth to the
believer and spiritual seeker alike. Is God speaking through these unlikely prophets? If so, are you
listening? Book jacket.
  life after god douglas coupland: Jesus Nation Joe Stowell, 2009 Dr. Joe Stowell is a Chicago
Cubs fan—to the death! For Joe, there is nothing quite like showing up on a bright summer day at
the friendly confines of Wrigley Field to cheer the Cubbies on. Cubs fans are so fanatic that they are
now called the “Cubs Nation.” To belong to the Cubs Nation means that you belong to something
bigger than yourself. What group are you passionate about? Do you have your own sports team
you’re devoted to? Are you dedicated to a cause? To a set of friends? To a national identity? What
cause have you sacrificed your all to and aren't ashamed about it? Is it to a career? To some change
in your community? To the defense of an institution or your friends? According to Joe Stowell, there
is a bigger revolution happening right under our noses. There is a cause greater than nation, creed,
or even a sports team. In his trademark style, Joe Stowell wakes up readers to a revolution of the
heart occurring now and transforming our nation—the Jesus Nation.
  life after god douglas coupland: Apocalypse Recalled Harry O. Maier, In the end, Apocalypse
Recalled seeks to free the imprisoned John of Patmos and employ his massively influential and
controversial text to awaken a sleeping, sidelined, and culturally assimilated church to new
imperatives of discipleship.--BOOK JACKET.
  life after god douglas coupland: 1–2 Peter and Jude (Redesign) David R. Helm, 2015-11-17
Everyone experiences trials at some points in their lives. But the Bible is clear that Christians have
nothing to fear in the long run in light of God's sovereignty and love for his people. In this stirring
exposition of 1 and 2 Peter and Jude, pastor David Helm explores these three New Testament letters
in depth, reminding readers that suffering precedes future glories for anyone who claims Christ as
Lord and Savior. An ideal resource for pastors and teachers looking to connect the Bible's message
to the everyday lives of Christians, this commentary touches on a number of important themes, such
as finding encouragement in Christ, avoiding false teaching, what it means to contend for the faith,
and how to finish life well. Part of the Preaching the Word commentary series.
  life after god douglas coupland: God's Outrageous Claims Lee Strobel, 2009-05-26 Lose
your life to save it… The first will be last… The meek will inherit the earth… Many of Jesus' claims
clashed with common sense and turned logic on its head. But these are the very things that are so
compelling about following him—the very things that can change the entire trajectory of your life.
Lee Strobel—author of the bestselling book The Case for Christ—burrows deep into the wildest
claims of the Bible about life with God: how we can grow in virtue, relate to others with authenticity,
earn a living with integrity, and make a difference even in the midst of a culture that's unraveling at
the seams. Starting with the incredible freedom found in forgiving your enemies, you’ll encounter
thirteen counter-cultural, seemingly contradictory beliefs that even many Christians find difficult to
wrap their minds around—claims such as: A dose of doubt may strengthen your faith. God has a cure
for your secret loneliness. You can make a difference that will last for eternity. Playing it safe is the
most dangerous way to live. God's Outrageous Claims will not only challenge your existing
presuppositions, this book offers a fresh, enlightening perspective on a purposeful and fulfilling life
journey guided by God's teachings. A profound read for both believers and skeptics alike
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