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Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition: Exploring the Foundations of Reality

introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition opens the door to one of philosophy’s most
profound and intriguing areas: the study of existence, reality, and the nature of being. For
those new to metaphysics or even seasoned learners looking to deepen their
understanding, this edition serves as a compelling guide to the fundamental questions that
have fascinated thinkers for centuries. It is not merely an academic text but a journey into
the core concepts that shape how we perceive the world around us and our place within it.

What Makes Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd
Edition Essential?

The second edition of this work builds on the original by refining explanations, updating
examples, and addressing contemporary debates in metaphysical studies. Whether you are
a philosophy student, a curious reader, or someone interested in the theoretical
underpinnings of science and reality, this book offers clarity and depth.

One standout feature of the 2nd edition is its accessible approach. Complex ideas like
ontology, causality, and the mind-body problem are broken down in ways that invite
readers to think critically without feeling overwhelmed. This edition also includes new
chapters and expanded discussions that reflect recent advancements and ongoing
conversations within the field.

Why Metaphysics Matters

Metaphysics often gets a reputation for being abstract or disconnected from everyday life,
but nothing could be further from the truth. This branch of philosophy probes questions
about what exists beyond the physical, what it means for something to be real, and how
different entities relate to each other. Understanding metaphysics enhances critical
thinking and helps frame scientific inquiries, ethical considerations, and even personal
beliefs.

By engaging with an introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition, readers gain tools to explore
concepts such as:

Reality and appearance

Substance and essence

Time and space

Cause and effect relationships



The nature of universals and particulars

This foundational knowledge paves the way for more advanced philosophical study or
simply enriches one’s worldview.

Key Concepts Covered in Introduction to
Metaphysics 2nd Edition

The book systematically introduces core metaphysical themes, ensuring a well-rounded
grasp of the subject.

Ontology: The Study of Being

Ontology, the heart of metaphysics, deals with questions about what entities exist and how
they can be categorized. The 2nd edition presents ontology through engaging narratives
and real-world examples, making abstract concepts tangible. It discusses various
ontological theories, such as realism and nominalism, helping readers understand how
philosophers have approached the problem of universals.

Identity and Change

How do objects persist through time while undergoing change? This question is central to
metaphysical inquiry, and the book carefully explores different perspectives, including
endurantism and perdurantism. By examining thought experiments and philosophical
arguments, readers learn to appreciate the complexity of seemingly simple phenomena.

Space, Time, and Causality

The nature of space and time has captivated thinkers from Aristotle to Einstein. The 2nd
edition not only reviews classical views but also incorporates modern scientific insights,
illustrating how metaphysics and physics intersect. Discussions on causality explore how
events relate and influence each other, a topic crucial for understanding both philosophy
and science.

Mind-Body Problem

Another fascinating area covered is the relationship between mind and body. The book
introduces dualism, physicalism, and other theories that attempt to explain consciousness
and its connection to the physical world. This section encourages readers to think



critically about what it means to be a thinking being.

How Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition
Enhances Learning

One of the strengths of this edition lies in its pedagogical approach. Alongside clear
explanations, it includes:

Thought-provoking questions at the end of chapters to stimulate reflection

Glossaries of key terms to reinforce understanding

Historical context that situates metaphysical ideas within broader philosophical
traditions

Comparisons between different schools of thought to highlight ongoing debates

Such features support learners in building a solid foundation while encouraging
independent thought.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of This Edition

Engaging deeply with metaphysics can be challenging, but a few strategies can help:

Take your time: Don’t rush through chapters. Reflect on each concept and how it1.
connects with others.

Use supplementary resources: Philosophy podcasts, lectures, and discussion2.
groups can provide additional perspectives.

Write summaries: Putting ideas into your own words cements understanding and3.
reveals areas needing clarification.

Discuss with others: Sharing insights and questions can expose you to diverse4.
interpretations and enhance critical thinking.

By approaching the book as a conversation rather than a mere textbook, readers can truly
appreciate the richness of metaphysical inquiry.



The Evolution from First to Second Edition

The transition to the second edition reflects not only updates in content but also a
responsiveness to reader feedback and scholarly developments. This edition integrates
recent philosophical discussions, making it more relevant to contemporary audiences. It
also improves accessibility by refining language and including more examples that
resonate with today’s readers.

Whether you are revisiting metaphysics after some time or encountering it for the first
time, the improvements in this edition ensure a smoother and more engaging learning
experience.

Who Should Read Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd
Edition?

This book is ideal for:

Undergraduate and graduate students in philosophy

Self-learners curious about metaphysical questions

Professionals in related fields, such as theology, physics, or cognitive science,
seeking philosophical grounding

Anyone interested in the fundamental nature of reality and existence

Its clear, approachable style makes complex topics accessible without sacrificing
intellectual rigor.

Bringing Metaphysics into Everyday Life

While metaphysics often seems lofty and theoretical, its impact touches many aspects of
daily living. Questions about identity, free will, and the nature of reality influence ethics,
politics, and personal decision-making. By engaging with an introduction to metaphysics
2nd edition, readers develop a sharper philosophical lens that enriches understanding of
themselves and the world.

The insights gained encourage open-mindedness and a willingness to question
assumptions, skills valuable far beyond academic settings.

Exploring metaphysics with this updated edition is an invitation to join a timeless
conversation about existence. It challenges readers to look beyond surface appearances
and consider the deeper structures that underlie everything we experience, making it a



rewarding intellectual adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in 'Introduction to Metaphysics
2nd Edition'?
The book covers fundamental metaphysical topics such as existence, reality, identity,
causality, time, space, and the nature of objects and properties.

Who is the author of 'Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd
Edition'?
The author of 'Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition' is John W. Carroll.

Is 'Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition' suitable for
beginners?
Yes, the 2nd edition is designed to be accessible for beginners, providing clear
explanations of complex metaphysical concepts.

What are the new features in the 2nd edition compared
to the 1st edition?
The 2nd edition includes updated content reflecting recent debates, additional chapters on
contemporary issues, and improved examples for better understanding.

Does 'Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition' include
discussion on modern metaphysical debates?
Yes, the book addresses modern metaphysical debates such as the nature of time, identity
over time, and metaphysical grounding.

Are there supplementary materials available for
instructors using 'Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd
Edition'?
Many editions provide instructor resources such as lecture slides, discussion questions,
and suggested readings to aid teaching.

How does 'Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition'



approach the topic of causality?
The book explores various theories of causality, including traditional views and
contemporary analyses, highlighting their metaphysical implications.

Can 'Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition' be used
for self-study?
Yes, its clear language and structured chapters make it suitable for self-study by students
interested in philosophy and metaphysics.

Additional Resources
Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition stands as a pivotal resource for students,
scholars, and enthusiasts eager to delve into the foundational questions of existence,
reality, and being. This updated edition offers a refined exploration of metaphysical
concepts, ensuring relevance in contemporary philosophical discourse. As metaphysics
remains a cornerstone of philosophical inquiry, this second edition distinguishes itself by
blending classical perspectives with modern analytical approaches, making it an essential
text for both newcomers and seasoned readers.

In-depth Analysis of Introduction to Metaphysics
2nd Edition

The second edition of Introduction to Metaphysics emerges at a time when the
philosophical community increasingly seeks clarity on age-old metaphysical questions
through the lens of current intellectual trends. Unlike its predecessor, this edition
integrates newer discussions on ontology, causality, time, and identity, reflecting the
dynamic evolution of metaphysical thought.

One notable feature of this edition is its balanced approach between accessibility and
depth. It provides clear definitions and explanations for fundamental metaphysical terms
while also engaging critically with complex theories. This balance ensures that readers are
neither overwhelmed by jargon nor deprived of rigorous analytical content.

Furthermore, the text situates metaphysics within a broader philosophical framework by
addressing its intersections with epistemology, logic, and science. This interdisciplinary
approach enhances readers’ understanding of how metaphysical inquiry informs and is
informed by other philosophical domains.

Key Features and Updates in the 2nd Edition



The 2nd edition introduces several key updates that improve upon the original volume:

Expanded coverage of contemporary metaphysical debates: The book now
includes discussions on modal realism, the nature of possible worlds, and the
metaphysics of properties, which are central to current philosophical dialogues.

Updated examples and case studies: Real-world applications and thought
experiments have been refreshed to resonate with today’s intellectual climate, aiding
comprehension and relevance.

Enhanced pedagogical tools: Each chapter features summaries, study questions,
and suggested readings, facilitating self-guided learning and classroom instruction.

Clearer exposition of classical metaphysical problems: Issues such as the
problem of universals, substance theory, and the mind-body problem receive
renewed attention with more nuanced argumentation.

These refinements collectively contribute to the book’s standing as a thorough and
accessible introduction to metaphysics.

Comparative Perspective: 1st Edition vs. 2nd Edition

While the original Introduction to Metaphysics served as a solid primer, the 2nd edition
achieves a more polished and comprehensive treatment. The first edition was often
praised for its straightforward style but sometimes criticized for lacking engagement with
recent philosophical developments.

In contrast, the 2nd edition addresses this gap by incorporating contemporary
perspectives without sacrificing clarity. It also benefits from reader feedback, which
prompted the inclusion of more diverse viewpoints and clearer explanations. This
evolution underscores the author’s commitment to keeping the text relevant and engaging.

Exploring Core Themes in Introduction to
Metaphysics 2nd Edition

Metaphysics, by nature, encompasses a wide range of abstract inquiries. This edition
methodically unpacks several core themes that define the field.

Ontology and the Nature of Being

At the heart of the book lies a rigorous examination of ontology—the study of what exists.
The text guides readers through classical debates about substance, essence, and existence



itself. It critically assesses competing ontological frameworks, such as materialism,
dualism, and idealism, providing a nuanced understanding of their implications.

Time, Space, and Causality

Another significant section addresses metaphysical accounts of time and space. The 2nd
edition engages with both traditional and contemporary theories, including the A-theory
and B-theory of time, as well as relational vs. absolute conceptions of space. Causality is
also explored in depth, with philosophical analyses of cause-effect relationships that
intersect with scientific perspectives.

Identity and Change

The book delves into the metaphysical puzzle of identity over time—how entities remain
the same despite undergoing change. Through thought experiments and logical
argumentation, it challenges readers to consider persistence, the problem of the ship of
Theseus, and personal identity issues.

Strengths and Limitations of Introduction to
Metaphysics 2nd Edition

No text is without its strengths and areas for improvement, and this edition is no
exception.

Strengths: The integration of classical and contemporary issues makes it a well-
rounded resource. Its clarity and pedagogical design suit a variety of readers, from
undergraduates to professional philosophers. The inclusion of study questions and
reading lists further enriches the learning experience.

Limitations: Some readers might find certain sections dense due to the complexity
of the topics involved. Additionally, while the book touches on diverse metaphysical
traditions, it primarily reflects Western philosophical perspectives, which may leave
out alternative metaphysical frameworks.

Why Introduction to Metaphysics 2nd Edition
Matters in Contemporary Philosophy

In an era where interdisciplinary studies are increasingly favored, metaphysics often risks
being perceived as abstract or disconnected from practical concerns. However, the 2nd



edition of Introduction to Metaphysics underscores the continuing relevance of
metaphysical inquiry by linking it with scientific advancements and everyday philosophical
questions.

By providing a clear roadmap through metaphysical territory, this edition equips readers
to engage critically with fundamental questions about reality, existence, and knowledge. It
fosters a deeper appreciation for the complexities of philosophical investigation,
encouraging both academic and casual readers to explore the nature of being with
intellectual rigor.

The book’s success lies in its ability to make challenging concepts approachable without
diluting their significance. This careful calibration ensures that Introduction to
Metaphysics 2nd Edition remains a vital text for understanding one of philosophy’s most
enduring branches.

Introduction To Metaphysics 2nd Edition
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take a stand on their own being and becoming. In accessible language, key philosophical ideas are
explored for their relevance to contemporary higher education, integrating philosophical with
pedagogical perspectives. Although much of the material has been published previously, there is
value in bringing it together into a single volume in exploring an ontological dimension of higher
education as it is embodied. In doing so, the book demonstrates benefits to pedagogy through
sustained attention to philosophy and theory, and vice versa, thereby contributing to recent
heightened interest in the philosophy and theory of higher education. This book is intended to
prompt re-imagining the ways in which higher education is conceived and conducted. An argument
is put forward for greater emphasis on expanding possibilities for knowing, acting and being, toward
fuller lives of interdependence with others and things in an interconnected world. Through
highlighting an ontological dimension in this manner, a hope-filled future emerges for higher
education.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Christ the Logos of Creation: An Essay in
Analogical Metaphysics John R. Betz, 2023-09-28 The Prologue of the Gospel of John identifies
Jesus Christ as the eternal Word or Logos of the Father, who became flesh for the salvation of the
world. Yet the world that Christ saves is his world from the beginning, for he is also the Logos of
creation, the one “through whom all things were made” (John 1:3). This divinely revealed claim has
profound implications not only for theology but also for metaphysics, whose relation to Christian
doctrine was undermined over the course of the twentieth century, such that the Christian faith has
become an increasingly private affair rather than a credible account of reality and an invitation to
participate more fully in it. With Christ, the Logos of Creation, John Betz seeks to recover a
Christ-centered, analogical metaphysics and to establish the indispensability of such metaphysics for
Christian theology and the Christian vision of reality. In Part I, he dispels the fog of confusion about
analogical metaphysics and addresses the ecumenical issues posed by Karl Barth’s famous rejection
of the analogia entis. Part II demonstrates how analogical metaphysics helps to explain Christian
doctrine and sheds new light on the interrelationship between individual doctrines, including
Trinitarian theology, Christology and soteriology, and theological anthropology. In Part III, Betz
explores how this analogical perspective can aid in resolving a number of theological disputes,
including the metaphysical relationship between nature and grace and the issue of divine humility.
Finally, Part IV outlines further directions toward a fully Christological metaphysics that is
proportionate both to the challenges of modern theology and the reality of our life in Christ the
Logos.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Heidegger and his Anglo-American Reception
John Rogove, Pietro D’Oriano, 2022-09-09 This book presents both a historical overview of the
absorption of Heidegger’s thought into English-language philosophical schools as well as a
philosophical discussion of his thought provided by contemporary scholars. The text describes the
ways in which a philosophical methodology and worldview seemingly so inhospitable to Anglophone
academia has managed to find an unlikely home. This volume is roughly divided into two types of
contributions: discussions of Heidegger’s reception in the English-speaking world, and outstanding
examples of English-language Heidegger scholarship. The first type includes both historiographical
accounts of the encounters between Heidegger’s thought and the Anglo-American world, as well as
their philosophical expositions and critiques. The second group of chapters reveal the latest
contemporary scholarship by contemporary Heideggerians writing in English. It is moreover the first
volume to bring together thinkers from both genealogies of Anglo-American Heideggerianism
appealing to students and researchers working in both of these camps.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Social Brain Matters Oscar Vilarroya, Francesc
Forn i Argimon, 2007 This book examines philosophical and scientific implications of Neodarwinism
relative to recent empirical data. It develops explanations of social behavior and cognition through
analysis of mental capabilities and consideration of ethical issues. It includes debate within cognitive
science among explanations of social and moral phenomena from philosophy, evolutionary and
cognitive psychology, neurobiology, linguistics, and computer science. Cognitive Science (CS)



provides an original corpus of scholarly work that makes explicit the import of cognitive-science
research for philosophical analysis. Topics include the nature, structure, and justification of
knowledge, cognitive architectures and development, brain-mind theories, and consciousness.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Nature and Nothingness Robert S. Corrington,
2017-01-23 Is nothingness found in nature or is it in some realm disconnected from nature? Nature
and Nothingness: An Essay in Ordinal Phenomenology argues for the former and explores four types
of nothingness as found in nature: holes in nature, totalizing nothingness in horror, naturing
nothingness, and encompassing nothingness. Using ordinal phenomenology, Robert S. Corrington
reveals the great perennial fissuring within the one nature that there is. The book includes a detailed
analysis of religious violence as it correlates to the hoes in nature, such as anxiety, bereavement,
loss, fear of fragmentation, and loss of identity. It also examines the various ways in which horror is
encountered in a literary context, using the work of Edgar Allen Poe and H. P. Lovecraft. The
analysis is comparative and makes use of feminist philosophy as well as Buddhist, Taoist,
theosophical, and American philosophy. Using resources from ecstatic naturalism and deep
pantheism, Corrington argues that though nothingness takes many forms, they are all guises of the
same vast Nothingness.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: The Scene of the Voice Michael Eng, 2023-03-01
The recent turns to affect and aesthetics in the humanities and the interpretive social sciences have
been productive for reflecting on the crucial role sensibility plays in the constitution of the social.
However, these scholarly developments construct their interventions by dismissing the attention to
language that was central to the linguistic and cultural turns of previous eras and by claiming that
language is an obstacle to experiencing the reality of difference to which they maintain only
sensibility can grant access. By analyzing the figure of the voice in the work of Martin Heidegger
and the continental thinkers who follow him, The Scene of the Voice shows that the dismissal of
language in favor of sensibility requires overlooking their common connection in the problem of
mimesis. As this book ultimately argues, artificially separating language and sensibility results in a
failure to encounter affect, the relation to difference affect is said to name, and the experience of
thinking affect is taken to provoke.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Deep Pantheism Robert S. Corrington, 2015-12-09
This book is a study in a new form of religious naturalism called “Deep Pantheism,” which has roots
in American Transcendentalism, but also in phenomenology and Asian thought. It argues that the
great divide within nature is that between nature naturing and nature natured, the former term
defined as “Nature creating itself out of itself alone,” while the latter term defined as “The
innumerable orders of the World.” Explorations are made of the connections among the unconscious
of nature, the archetypes, and the various layers of the human psyche. The Selving process is
analyzed using the work of C.G.Jung and Otto Rank. Evolution and involution are compared as they
relate to the Encompassing, and the priority of art over most forms of religion is argued for.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Reimagining Justice, Human Rights and Leadership
in Africa Everisto Benyera, 2019-08-08 Failed attempts in Africa to develop, democratise and instil
virtues of a just state and society which promote benevolent leadership and advance political and
economic rights and freedoms call for a ‘new’ imagination. By exploring a wide range of issues
concerning justice, human rights and leadership, this book makes two major contributions to the
extant literature in each of these areas. Firstly, as a project in decoloniality, it constitutes an
‘epistemic break’ from mainstream logics and approaches to understanding state, society and
development in Africa, presenting an approach that is filtered through a Euro-American lens that
reifies the hegemony of a particular spatio-temporality. In other words, it emphasises the importance
of situatedness by thinking from rather than about or with Africa. And secondly, it addresses a
fundamental shortcoming in decolonial thought, which is often criticised for rejecting western
paradigms of thought without providing viable alternatives. The issues covered include state failure
in Africa, the geopolitics of US and NATO military interventions on the continent, individual states’
responses to international law, indigenous moral political leadership, authentic inclusion of



marginalised voices in development practice, an endogenous approach to environmental ethics, and
a spiritualist reflection on the need for Africa to chart her own course to political, social and
economic redemption. By searching for alternative paths to justice, human rights and leadership,
this book represents an effort to actualise the core vision of the African Renaissance to find ‘African
solutions for African problems’.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Essay on Transcendental Philosophy Salomon
Maimon, 2010-02-11 Essay on Transcendental Philosophy presents the first English translation of
Salomon Maimon's principal work, originally published in Berlin in 1790. In this book, Maimon seeks
to further the revolution in philosophy wrought by Kant's Critique of Pure Reason by establishing a
new foundation for transcendental philosophy in the idea of difference. Kant judged Maimon to be
his most profound critic, and the Essay went on to have a decisive influence on the course of
post-Kantian German Idealism. A more recent admirer was Gilles Deleuze who drew on Maimon's
Essay in constructing his own philosophy of difference. This long-overdue translation makes
Maimon's brilliant analysis and criticism of Kant's philosophy accessible to an English readership for
the first time. The text includes a comprehensive introduction, a glossary, translators' notes, a
bibliography of writings on Maimon and an index. It also includes translations of correspondence
between Maimon and Kant and a letter Maimon wrote to a Berlin journal clarifying the philosophical
position of the essay, all of which bring the book's context alive for the modern reader.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: First Philosophy I: Values and Society - Second
Edition Andrew Bailey, 2011-07-08 First Philosophy: Values and Society brings together classic and
ground-breaking readings on ethics and political philosophy. Andrew Bailey’s highly regarded
introductory anthology has been revised and updated in this new edition. The comprehensive
introductory material for each chapter and selection remains, and new sections on philosophical
puzzles and paradoxes and philosophical terminology have been added. New to this edition is an
article by Susan Moller Okin on justice and gender.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: An Actological Metaphysic Malcolm Torry,
2023-12-27 An actology--introduced by the first book in this series, Actology: Action, Change and
Diversity in the Western Philosophical Tradition--understands reality as action in changing patterns.
Actological Readings in Continental Philosophy reads a number of continental philosophers through
this lens, and An Actology of the Given explores the concepts of the gift, givenness, and giving in the
light of reality understood as action in changing patterns. Mark's Gospel: An Actological Reading is
what it says it is. This fifth book in the series, An Actological Metaphysic, is a more systematic
treatment of cosmology and of such concepts as truth, knowledge, causality, time, space, life, and
society, to see what happens when they are understood actologically: that is, with reality understood
as action in changing patterns.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: First Philosophy: Concise - Second Edition
Andrew Bailey, 2012-01-30 Andrew Bailey’s highly-regarded introductory anthology has been
revised and updated in this new concise edition. Mindful of the intrinsic difficulty of the material, the
editors provide comprehensive introductions both to each topic and to each individual selection. By
presenting a detailed discussion of the historical and intellectual background to each piece, the
editors enable readers to approach the material without unnecessary barriers to understanding.
Helpful explanatory footnotes are provided throughout, and new sections on philosophical puzzles
and paradoxes and philosophical terminology have been added.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Taking Persons Seriously Mihretu P. Guta, Scott B.
Rae, 2024-06-06 This volume attempts to show why ontology matters for a proper grasp of issues in
bioethics. Contemporary discussions on bioethics often focus on seeking solutions for a wide range
of issues that revolve around persons. The issues in question are multi-layered, involving such
diverse aspects as the metaphysical/ontological, personal, medical, moral, legal, cultural, social,
political, religious, and environmental. In navigating through such a complex web of issues, it has
been said that the central problems philosophers and bioethicists face are ethical in nature. In this
regard, biomedical sciences and technological breakthroughs take a leading role in terms of shaping



the sorts of questions that give rise to ethical problems. For example, is it ethical to keep terminally
ill patients alive on dialysis machines or artificial ventilators? Is it ethical to take someone’s vital
organs upon death and transplant them into another person’s body without any prior consent from
the deceased person? Reproductive techniques also raise complicated ethical issues involving in
vitro fertilization, contraceptives, prenatal testing, abortions, and genetic enhancements. Moreover,
biomedical issues raise ethical problems regarding research on human subjects, stem cell research,
and enhancement biotechnology. The beginning and end of life issues bring up their own
complicated ethical conundrums involving, among other things, terminating life support and
euthanasia. This book approaches such complex bioethical questions by engaging in ground-level
debates about the ontology of persons. This is a nonnegotiable first step in taking steps forward in
seeking a plausible solution(s) for the complex ethical problems in bioethics.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: The Cambridge Companion to German Idealism
Karl Ameriks, 2017-08-24 Comprehensive and incisive, with three new chapters, this updated edition
sees world-renowned scholars explore a rich and complex philosophical movement.
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Mediæval Culture: The literary background and the
poetry of the "Divine comedy" Karl Vossler, 1929
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Paperbound Books in Print , 1992
  introduction to metaphysics 2nd edition: Plato's 'Republic': An Introduction Sean McAleer,
2020-11-09 It is an excellent book – highly intelligent, interesting and original. Expressing high
philosophy in a readable form without trivialising it is a very difficult task and McAleer manages the
task admirably. Plato is, yet again, intensely topical in the chaotic and confused world in which we
are now living. Philip Allott, Professor Emeritus of International Public Law at Cambridge University
This book is a lucid and accessible companion to Plato’s Republic, throwing light upon the text’s
arguments and main themes, placing them in the wider context of the text’s structure. In its
illumination of the philosophical ideas underpinning the work, it provides readers with an
understanding and appreciation of the complexity and literary artistry of Plato’s Republic. McAleer
not only unpacks the key overarching questions of the text – What is justice? And Is a just life
happier than an unjust life? – but also highlights some fascinating, overlooked passages which
contribute to our understanding of Plato’s philosophical thought. Plato’s 'Republic': An Introduction
offers a rigorous and thought-provoking analysis of the text, helping readers navigate one of the
world’s most influential works of philosophy and political theory. With its approachable tone and
clear presentation, it constitutes a welcome contribution to the field, and will be an indispensable
resource for philosophy students and teachers, as well as general readers new to, or returning to,
the text.
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