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The Fascinating History of the Brothers Grimm: Guardians of Folklore

history of the brothers grimm is a captivating journey into the lives and work of two German
scholars who changed the way we perceive fairy tales and folklore. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm,
commonly known as the Brothers Grimm, were more than just collectors of children’s stories; they
were pioneers in the fields of linguistics, cultural preservation, and storytelling. Their legacy continues
to influence literature, film, and popular culture around the world. Let’s dive into the rich history of
the Brothers Grimm, exploring their origins, scholarly pursuits, and the timeless tales they brought to
life.

The Early Lives of Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm

Jacob Ludwig Carl Grimm was born in 1785, and his younger brother Wilhelm Carl Grimm followed in
1786. They grew up in the small town of Hanau, in the Landgraviate of Hesse-Kassel, Germany. Their
father, a lawyer and a district magistrate, died when Jacob was just 13, leaving the family in financial
hardship. Despite these challenges, the brothers were deeply immersed in books and learning from
an early age.

Education and Intellectual Influences

The brothers attended the University of Marburg, where they initially studied law. However, their
interests soon expanded into German philology, history, and folklore. At Marburg, they became
influenced by the burgeoning Romantic movement, which emphasized the importance of national
heritage and cultural identity. This intellectual environment sparked their passion for collecting and
preserving German folk tales, which they saw as a vital part of their country’s identity.

The Birth of Their Folklore Collection

The Brothers Grimm began collecting folk stories in the early 19th century, a period when oral
storytelling was fading due to modernization and urbanization. Their aim was to record these tales
authentically, preserving the cultural heritage of Germany before it disappeared.

The First Edition of "Children’s and Household Tales"

In 1812, the Grimms published the first volume of "Kinder- und Hausmärchen" ("Children’s and
Household Tales"), a collection of 86 stories. These tales were gathered from various sources,
including peasants, middle-class acquaintances, and earlier literary works. Some of the most famous
stories from this collection include “Cinderella,” “Snow White,” “Hansel and Gretel,” and “Rapunzel.”



The success of their work was immediate but complex. While the tales captivated readers, the
Grimms were criticized for their sometimes dark and violent content. Over time, they revised the
stories to make them more suitable for children, softening some of the harsher elements without
losing the essence of the narratives.

The Brothers Grimm as Scholars and Linguists

Beyond their fairy tale collections, the Grimms were groundbreaking linguistic scholars. Their work
laid the foundation for modern German studies and comparative linguistics.

Contributions to German Language and Philology

Jacob Grimm’s "Deutsche Grammatik" ("German Grammar"), published in several volumes beginning
in 1819, was a monumental work that analyzed the historical development of the German language. It
introduced what is now known as Grimm’s Law, a principle describing sound shifts in the Germanic
languages.

Wilhelm Grimms’ linguistic work complemented his brother’s, and together, they helped standardize
German language studies. Their efforts contributed significantly to the development of German as a
scholarly and literary language during a time when the country was politically fragmented.

The German Dictionary Project

One of the Brothers Grimm’s most ambitious and enduring projects was their work on the "Deutsches
Wörterbuch" ("German Dictionary"), which aimed to document the entire vocabulary of the German
language with historical context. Although neither brother lived to see its completion, the project
continued for more than a century and remains a monumental resource for linguists and historians.

The Cultural and Historical Impact of the Brothers
Grimm

The history of the Brothers Grimm is not just about their academic achievements but also about their
role in shaping cultural identity and storytelling traditions.

Preserving National Identity Through Folklore

During the early 19th century, Germany was not a unified nation but a collection of principalities and
states. The Grimms’ work in collecting folk tales was part of a larger nationalist movement that
sought to unify the German people through shared cultural heritage. Their stories emphasized
common values, morals, and traditions that resonated across regional divides.



Influence on Literature and Popular Culture

The Brothers Grimm’s fairy tales have transcended their original historical context to become global
cultural touchstones. Their stories have been adapted countless times in books, theater, film, and
television. From Disney’s animated classics to modern reinterpretations, the influence of the Grimms’
storytelling is undeniable.

Lessons from the Grimms’ Approach to Folklore

One of the key insights from the Brothers Grimm’s work is the importance of preserving oral traditions
as living histories. Their meticulous collection methods and dedication to authenticity highlight how
folklore provides valuable windows into the values, fears, and hopes of a society.

Challenges and Controversies in the Brothers Grimm
Legacy

While the Grimms are celebrated worldwide, their legacy is not without criticism. Some scholars argue
that their editorial changes sanitized or altered the original folk material, shaping it to fit their cultural
and moral ideals. Others point out that the tales they collected were often darker and more complex
than the versions popularized today.

Understanding these controversies offers a more nuanced appreciation of the history of the Brothers
Grimm and reminds us that folklore is dynamic, evolving with each retelling.

Tips for Exploring the Brothers Grimm Tales Today

For readers interested in diving into the original works of the Brothers Grimm, here are some helpful
tips:

Read different editions: Compare early editions of "Children’s and Household Tales" with
later, more sanitized versions to see how the stories evolved.

Explore academic commentaries: Scholarly works provide context about the origins and
meanings behind the tales.

Look into regional variants: Many Grimm tales have counterparts in other cultures, offering
fascinating perspectives on universal themes.

Consider the historical context: Understanding the political and social climate of early 19th-
century Germany enriches the reading experience.



The history of the Brothers Grimm is a testament to the power of storytelling and the enduring
importance of cultural preservation. Their commitment to capturing the rich tapestry of German
folklore has gifted generations with stories that continue to inspire imagination and reflection.
Whether as scholars, collectors, or storytellers, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm’s legacy remains a
cornerstone of literary and cultural history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Brothers Grimm?
The Brothers Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, were German scholars best known for collecting and
publishing folklore and fairy tales in the 19th century.

When did the Brothers Grimm collect their fairy tales?
The Brothers Grimm began collecting fairy tales in the early 19th century, with their first collection,
"Children's and Household Tales," published in 1812.

What was the purpose of the Brothers Grimm's work?
Their primary purpose was to preserve German folklore and cultural heritage by collecting oral stories
passed down through generations.

How did the Brothers Grimm influence children's literature?
Their collections popularized folk tales such as Cinderella, Snow White, and Hansel and Gretel,
shaping the foundation of modern children's literature and storytelling.

Were the Brothers Grimm original authors of the fairy tales?
No, the Brothers Grimm were not original authors; they compiled and edited traditional oral stories
from various sources.

How did the Brothers Grimm's tales change over time?
The tales were revised multiple times to be more suitable for children, often becoming less dark and
more moralistic in later editions.

What is the historical significance of the Brothers Grimm's
work?
Their work is significant for preserving cultural folklore, influencing literature, linguistics, and
contributing to the study of German language and mythology.



Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy: An Analytical Review of the History of the Brothers Grimm

History of the Brothers Grimm traces back to the early 19th century, when two German scholars,
Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, embarked on an ambitious mission to collect and preserve folk tales from
across German-speaking regions. Their work not only immortalized some of the most iconic fairy tales
known worldwide but also laid foundational stones for the fields of folklore studies, linguistics, and
cultural history. This article explores their biography, scholarly pursuits, and the broader cultural
significance of their contributions, offering a nuanced perspective on how these two brothers shaped
the literary and academic landscape.

The Origins and Early Life of the Brothers Grimm

Jacob Ludwig Carl Grimm (1785–1863) and Wilhelm Carl Grimm (1786–1859) were born in the town of
Hanau, Germany, into a modest family. Their upbringing in a household that valued education and
literature deeply influenced their later scholarly interests. Both brothers attended the University of
Marburg, where they studied law but quickly developed a keen interest in Germanic languages,
folklore, and philology.

The early 19th century was a period marked by burgeoning nationalism across Europe, and the
Grimms’ dedication to collecting oral traditions was partially motivated by a desire to preserve
German cultural heritage amid the political fragmentation of the Holy Roman Empire. Their academic
training and linguistic expertise positioned them uniquely to undertake such a project, bridging
scholarly rigor with popular storytelling.

The Collection and Compilation of Fairy Tales

Methodology and Sources

The history of the Brothers Grimm is inextricably linked to their magnum opus, the "Kinder- und
Hausmärchen" (Children’s and Household Tales), first published in 1812. Unlike previous collectors
who often sanitized folk tales for children, the Grimms sought authentic oral narratives, travelling
extensively and engaging with peasants, storytellers, and acquaintances to gather diverse versions of
tales. Their sources ranged from family members, such as the storyteller Dorothea Viehmann, to
regional oral traditions.

Their approach combined ethnographic fieldwork with philological analysis, striving to capture the
linguistic nuances and cultural contexts of each story. Over successive editions, the Grimms refined
their collections, sometimes modifying stories to align with contemporary moral values or literary
tastes, which has been a point of scholarly debate regarding authenticity versus editorial influence.



Iconic Tales and Their Cultural Significance

Stories such as "Cinderella," "Hansel and Gretel," "Snow White," and "Rumpelstiltskin" gained
international recognition through the Grimms’ publications. These fairy tales have transcended their
folkloric origins to become integral to Western cultural consciousness, influencing literature, theater,
and cinema.

The brothers’ emphasis on themes like justice, resilience, and the triumph of good over evil resonated
with audiences across generations. Their work also sparked interest in the psychological and symbolic
dimensions of fairy tales, paving the way for later interpretations by scholars such as Bruno
Bettelheim and Carl Jung.

The Brothers Grimm as Linguists and Scholars

Beyond fairy tales, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm were pioneering linguists whose research significantly
advanced the understanding of the German language and its historical development. Jacob Grimm, in
particular, formulated what is now known as Grimm’s Law, a principle describing consonantal shifts in
the Germanic languages, which remains a cornerstone in historical linguistics.

The brothers also contributed to the compilation of the "Deutsches Wörterbuch," an extensive
German dictionary that sought to document the language’s evolution comprehensively. This
lexicographical project extended beyond their lifetimes, underscoring their lasting commitment to
German philology.

Their Role in German National Identity

In the context of 19th-century romantic nationalism, the history of the Brothers Grimm reflects an
ideological dimension wherein folklore was mobilized as a tool for cultural unification. By collecting
and publishing tales rooted in German oral traditions, the Grimms helped forge a sense of shared
heritage and identity during a period of political upheaval and fragmentation.

Their fairy tales often emphasized rural life, traditional values, and communal norms, which
contrasted with the rapid industrialization and urbanization of the era. This positioning has led to
interpretations of their work as both a preservationist endeavor and a subtle cultural critique.

Critical Perspectives and Modern Reappraisals

While the Grimms' fairy tales remain beloved, their history is not without controversy. Scholars have
critiqued the brothers for their editorial interventions, which sometimes sanitized or altered stories to
fit bourgeois morality, potentially obscuring the original oral narratives’ complexity and diversity.

Moreover, contemporary analyses highlight the presence of darker and more violent elements in the
original tales, challenging sanitized versions popularized by later adaptations, such as those by
Disney. This tension reflects broader discussions about the nature of folklore, the ethics of cultural



preservation, and the role of editors in shaping collective memory.

Influence on Global Literature and Media

The history of the Brothers Grimm is also a history of cultural transmission. Their fairy tales have been
translated into numerous languages, adapted into various media, and reinterpreted through multiple
artistic lenses worldwide. This global diffusion underscores the universal appeal of their themes while
simultaneously raising questions about cultural specificity and appropriation.

Their impact extends beyond literature into psychology, education, and even political discourse,
demonstrating the multifaceted legacy of their work.

Summary of Key Contributions

Preservation of German Folklore: The Grimms collected and documented over 200 folk
tales, many of which had never been recorded before.

Advancements in Linguistics: Jacob Grimm’s formulation of Grimm’s Law and their joint work
on the German dictionary remain foundational.

Promotion of National Identity: Their collections contributed to the cultural nationalism
movement in 19th-century Germany.

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture: Their fairy tales continue to inspire
adaptations and scholarly interpretations globally.

The history of the Brothers Grimm reveals a complex interplay between scholarship, storytelling, and
cultural identity. Their dedication to preserving oral traditions has provided a rich tapestry of
narratives that continue to captivate and inform contemporary audiences, while their linguistic and
academic legacies underscore their profound impact on the humanities. As their tales endure and
evolve, the brothers’ work remains a testament to the power of narrative in shaping human
understanding across time and cultures.
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  history of the brothers grimm: The Brothers Grimm Jack Zipes, 2021-10-24 Most of the
fairy tales that we grew up with we know thanks to the Brothers Grimm. Jack Zipes, one of our
surest guides through the world of fairy tales and their criticism, takes behind the romantics
mythology of the wandering brothers. Bringing to bear his own critical expertise, as well as new
biographical information, Zipes examines the interaction between the Grimms' lives and their work.
He reveals the Grimms' personal struggle to overcome social prejudice and poverty, as well as their
political efforts - as scholars and civil servant - toward unifying the German states. By deftly
interweaving the social, political, and personal elements of the lives of the Brothers Grimm, Zipes
rescues them from sentimental obscurity. No longer figures in fairy tale, the Brothers Grimm
emerge as powerful creators, real men who established the fairy tale as one of our great literary
institutions. Part biography, part critical assessment, part social history, the Brothers Grimm
provides a complex and very real story about fairy tales and the modern world.
  history of the brothers grimm: Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm Brothers Grimm,
2015-02-27 Presents a collection of fairy tales from the Brothers Grimm, including The Bremen
Town-Musicians, Rapunzel, and King Thrushbeard.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Brothers Grimm Jack Zipes, 2002-12-06 Most of the
fairy tales that we grew up with we know thanks to the Brothers Grimm. Jack Zipes, one of the more
astute critics of fairy tales, explores the romantic myth of the brothers as wandering scholars, who
gathered authentic tales from the peasantry. Bringing to bear his own critical expertise as well and
new biographical information, Zipes examines the interaction between the Grimms' lives and their
work. He reveals the Grimms' personal struggle to overcome social prejudice and poverty, as well as
their political efforts--as scholars and civil servants--toward unifying the German states. By deftly
interweaving the social, political, and personal elements of the lives of the Brothers Grimm, Zipes
rescues them from sentimental obscurity. No longer figures in a fairy tale, the Brothers Grimm
emerge as powerful creators, real men who established the fairy tale as one of our great literary
institutions. Part biography, part critical assessment, and part social history, The Brothers Grimm
provides a complex and very real story about fairy tales and the modern world.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Complete Brothers Grimm's Fairy Tales (over 200
fairy tales and legends) Brothers Grimm, 2013-07-10 This carefully crafted ebook: “The Complete
Brothers Grimm's Fairy Tales (over 200 fairy tales and legends)” is formatted for your eReader with
a functional and detailed table of contents. Jacob Grimm (1785-1863) and his brother Wilhelm
(1786-1859) were philologists and folklorists. The brothers rediscovered a host of fairy tales, telling
of princes and princesses in their castles, witches in their towers and forests, of giants and dwarfs,
of fabulous animals and dark deeds. Together with the well-known tales of «Rapunzel», «The
Goose-Girl», «Sleeping Beauty», «Hansel and Gretel» and «Snow White» there are the darker tales
such as «Death's Messengers» which deserve to be better known, and which will appeal not only to
all who are interested in the history of folklore, but also to all those who simply love good
storytelling. The two brothers wished to preserve their German folklore in a collection of tales that
they believed had been handed down for generations. When they began in 1812 they had just 86
stories that rather harshly reflected the difficult life of European peasantry. Subsequent editions
would grow to hold over 200 tales. As time passed, the Brothers Grimm found that their collection of
fairy tales, with all of its royalty, magical creatures, and brave adventures, entranced those who read
them. This compilation of fairy tales which includes the complete canon of over 200 tales has
become a beloved set of classical stories the world over. Content: THE GOLDEN BIRD, HANS IN
LUCK, JORINDA AND JORINDEL, THE TRAVELLING MUSICIANS, OLD SULTAN, THE STRAW, THE
COAL, AND THE BEAN, BRIAR ROSE, THE DOG AND THE SPARROW, THE TWELVE DANCING
PRINCESSES, THE FISHERMAN AND HIS WIFE, THE WILLOW-WREN AND THE BEAR, THE
FROG-PRINCE, CAT AND MOUSE IN PARTNERSHIP, THE GOOSE-GIRL, THE ADVENTURES OF
CHANTICLEER AND PARTLET, RAPUNZEL, FUNDEVOGEL, THE VALIANT LITTLE TAILOR,
HANSEL AND GRETEL, THE MOUSE, THE BIRD, AND THE SAUSAGE, MOTHER HOLLE, LITTLE
RED-CAP [LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD], THE ROBBER BRIDEGROOM, TOM THUMB,



RUMPELSTILTSKIN, CLEVER GRETEL, THE OLD MAN AND HIS GRANDSON, THE LITTLE
PEASANT, FREDERICK AND CATHERINE, SWEETHEART ROLAND, SNOWDROP, THE PINK,
CLEVER ELSIE, THE MISER IN THE BUSH, ASHPUTTEL, THE WHITE SNAKE, THE WOLF AND
THE SEVEN LITTLE KIDS, THE QUEEN BEE, THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER, THE
JUNIPER-TREE, THE TURNIP, CLEVER HANS, THE THREE LANGUAGES, THE FOX AND THE CAT,
THE FOUR CLEVER BROTHERS, LILY AND THE LION, THE FOX AND THE HORSE, THE BLUE
LIGHT, THE RAVEN, THE GOLDEN GOOSE, THE WATER OF LIFE, THE TWELVE HUNTSMEN,
THE KING OF THE GOLDEN MOUNTAIN, DOCTOR KNOWALL, THE SEVEN RAVENS, THE
WEDDING OF MRS FOX, THE SALAD, THE STORY OF THE YOUTH WHO WENT FORTH TO LEARN
WHAT FEAR WAS, KING GRISLY-BEARD, IRON HANS, CAT-SKIN, SNOW-WHITE AND ROSE-RED
etc.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Original Folk and Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm
Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm, 2014-10-19 The original version of the Grimms' tales in English for
the first time—in an acclaimed, illustrated edition When Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm published their
Children's and Household Tales in 1812, followed by a second volume in 1815, they had no idea that
such stories as Rapunzel, Hansel and Gretel, and Cinderella would become the most celebrated in
the world. Yet few people today are familiar with the majority of tales from the two early volumes,
since in the next four decades the Grimms would publish six other editions, each extensively revised
in content and style. For the very first time, The Original Folk and Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm
makes available in English all 156 stories from the 1812 and 1815 editions. These narrative gems,
newly translated and brought together in one beautiful book, are accompanied by sumptuous new
illustrations from award-winning artist Andrea Dezsö. From The Frog King to The Golden Key,
wondrous worlds unfold—heroes and heroines are rewarded, weaker animals triumph over the
strong, and simple bumpkins prove themselves not so simple after all. Esteemed fairy tale scholar
Jack Zipes offers accessible translations that retain the spare description and engaging storytelling
style of the originals. Indeed, this is what makes the tales from the 1812 and 1815 editions
unique—they reflect diverse voices, rooted in oral traditions, that are absent from the Grimms' later,
more embellished collections of tales. Zipes's introduction gives important historical context, and the
book includes the Grimms' prefaces and notes. A delight to read, The Original Folk and Fairy Tales
of the Brothers Grimm presents these peerless stories to a whole new generation of readers.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Fairy Tales of Brothers Grimm Brothers Grimm,
2018-04-05 Brothers Grimm's fairy tales is a collection of fairy tales first published on 20 December
1812 by the Grimm brothers or Brothers Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm. This collection is commonly
known as Grimms' Fairy Tales among English speakers.The brother's initial intention of their first
book, Children's and Household Tales, was to establish a name for themselves in the world. After the
first book was published in 1812, they began their second volume, German Legends, which was
published in 1818. The book that started their international success was not any of their tales, but
Jacob's publication of German Grammar in 1819. This was one year after their publication of the
German Legends. In 1830, Jacob became a professor at University of Göttingen and shortly after, in
1835, Wilhelm also became a professor. During these years Jacob wrote a third volume of German
Grammar and Wilhelm prepared the third revision of the Children's and Household Tales.In 1837,
King Ernst August II revoked the constitution of 1833 and was attempting to restore absolutism for
the Kingdom of Hannover. Since Göttingen was a part of Hannover, the brothers were expected to
take an oath of allegiance. However, the brothers and five other professors led a protest against this
and were heavily supported by the student body since all of these professors were well renowned.
Jacob left Göttingen immediately and Wilhelm followed him a few months later back to Kassel.In
Kassel, the Grimms devoted themselves to researching and studying. A close friend of theirs, Bettina
von Arnim, was also a talented writer. Savigny and others convinced the King of Prussia, Friedrich
Wilhelm IV, to allow the brothers to teach and conduct research at the University of Berlin. In March
1841, the brothers did just this and also continued to work on the German Dictionary.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German



Nationalism Jakob Norberg, 2022-04-14 Vividly reconstructing the political ideas of the Brothers
Grimm, Jakob Norberg transforms our image of history's most famous folklorists.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Brothers Grimm Daniel Szechi, 2024-10-29 The first
English-language biography in over fifty years to tell the full, vibrant story of Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm, known to history as the Brothers Grimm “Magisterial.”—Kirkus Reviews More than two
hundred years ago, the German brothers Jacob Grimm (1785–1863) and Wilhelm Grimm
(1786–1859) published a collection of fairy tales that remains famous the world over. It has been
translated into some 170 languages—more than any other German book—and the Brothers Grimm
are among the top dozen most translated authors in the world. In addition to collecting tales, the
Grimms were mythographers, linguists, librarians, civil servants, and above all the closest of
brothers, but until now, the full story of their lifelong endeavor to preserve and articulate a German
cultural identity has not been well known. Drawing on deep archival research and decades of
scholarship, Ann Schmiesing tells the affecting story of how the Grimms’ ambitious projects gave the
brothers a sense of self-preservation through the atrocities of the Napoleonic Wars and a series of
personal losses. They produced a vast corpus of work on mythology and medieval literature,
embarked on a monumental German dictionary project, and broke scholarly ground with Jacob’s
linguistic discovery known as Grimm’s Law. Setting their story against a rich historical backdrop,
Schmiesing offers a fresh consideration of the profound and yet complicated legacy of the Brothers
Grimm.
  history of the brothers grimm: Grimms Fairy Tales Grimms Brothers, 2013-04-02 Grimm's
Fairy Tales is a work by Brothers Grimm now brought to you in this new edition of the timeless
classic. Contains the following classics: The Golden Bird Hans In Luck Jorinda and Jorindel The
Travelling Musicians Old Sultan The Straw, the Coal, and the Bean Briar Rose The Dog and the
Sparrow The Twelve Dancing Princesses The Fisherman and His Wife The Willow-Wren and the Bear
The Frog-Prince Cat and Mouse in Partnership The Goose-Girl The Adventures of Chanticleer and
Partlet Rapunzel Fundevogel The Valiant Little Tailor Hansel and Gretel The Mouse, the Bird, and
the Sausage Mother Holle Little Red-Cap [little Red Riding Hood] The Robber Bridegroom Tom
Thumb Rumpelstiltskin Clever Gretel The Old Man and His Grandson The Little Peasant Frederick
and Catherine Sweetheart Roland Snowdrop The Pink Clever Elsie The Miser in the Bush Ashputtel
The White Snake The Wolf and the Seven Little Kids The Queen Bee The Elves and the Shoemaker
The Juniper-Tree The Turnip Clever Hans The Three Languages The Fox and the Cat The Four
Clever Brothers Lily and the Lion The Fox and the Horse The Blue Light The Raven The Golden
Goose The Water of Life The Twelve Huntsmen The King of the Golden Mountain Doctor Knowall
The Seven Ravens The Wedding of Mrs. Fox Second Story The Salad The Story of the Youth Who
Went Forth to Learn What Fear Was King Grisly-Beard Iron Hans Cat-Skin Snow-White and
Rose-Red
  history of the brothers grimm: The Brothers Grimm J. Zipes, 2016-04-30 Most of the fairy
tales that we grew up with we know thanks to the Brothers Grimm. Jack Zipes, one of our surest
guides through the world of fairy tales and their criticism, takes behind the romantics mythology of
the wandering brothers. Bringing to bear his own critical expertise, as well as new biographical
information, Zipes examines the interaction between the Grimms' lives and their work. He reveals
the Grimms' personal struggle to overcome social prejudice and poverty, as well as their political
efforts - as scholars and civil servant - toward unifying the German states. By deftly interweaving the
social, political, and personal elements of the lives of the Brothers Grimm, Zipes rescues them from
sentimental obscurity. No longer figures in fairy tale, the Brothers Grimm emerge as powerful
creators, real men who established the fairy tale as one of our great literary institutions. Part
biography, part critical assessment, part social history, the Brothers Grimm provides a complexand
very real story about fairy tales and the modern world.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Brothers Grimm (RLE Folklore) Ruth Michaelis-Jena,
2020-07-26 This is the first modern biography of the Brothers Grimm, first published in 1970. It is a
study of them in their background of late eighteenth-century and nineteenth-century Germany, and



shows the position they held in their society as founders of Germanic philology, as members of the
'Göttingen Seven', and inside the circle of the German Romantics. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm were
pioneers in the recording of authentic traditional stories. Gradual revisions gave these tales the form
in which they have come down to us. Even if more recently the custom has been to leave stories as
they were told, the astonishing currency of the Grimms' collection is due largely to the brothers'
editorial work. The Grimms' lasting fame, as Michaelis-Jena points out, may well rest on the fact that
by their insistence on 'genuine and true recording' they turned the amateur antiquarian into the
professional folklorist. Ruth Michaelis-Jena has worked for many years on the Brothers Grimm, and
has had access to little known material at various libraries and museums in Germany.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Complete Grimm's Fairy Tales Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm
Grimm, 2020-08-04 Originally titled Children’s and Household Tales, The Complete Grimm’s Fairy
Tales contains the essential bedtime stories for children worldwide for the better part of two
centuries. The Brothers Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm, were German linguists and cultural researchers
who gathered legendary folklore and aimed to collect the stories exactly as they heard them. 2012
marked the 200th anniversary of Grimm’s Fairy Tales, and what better way to celebrate than to
include all 211 stories into a beautiful gift edition? Featuring all your favorite classics, including
“Hansel and Gretel,” “Cinderella,” “The Frog Prince,” “Rapunzel,” “Snow White,” “Rumpelstiltskin,”
and dozens more, The Complete Grimm’s Fairy Tales is also accompanied by 40 color plates and 60
black and white illustrations from award-winning English illustrator Arthur Rackham, whose books
and prints are now highly sought-after collectibles. The fourth title in the Timeless Classics series
from Rock Point has nearly 800 pages of classic fairy tales to enjoy and will also feature a gorgeous
deckled edge book block, ribbon marker, and foil and deboss details on a vibrantly colored case, a
standout for your personal library collection. Also includes a selection of stunning color
reproductions by the famous illustrator, Arthur Rackham. The Timeless Classics series from Rock
Point brings together the works of classic authors from around the world. Complete and unabridged,
these elegantly designed gift editions feature luxe, patterned endpapers, ribbon markers, and foil
and deboss details on vibrantly colored cases. Celebrate these beloved works of literature as true
standouts in your personal library collection.
  history of the brothers grimm: Fairy Tale as Myth/myth as Fairy Tale Jack Zipes, Explores
the historical rise of the literary fairy tale as genre in the late seventeenth century. In his
examinations of key classical fairy tales, Zipes traces their unique metamorphoses in history with
stunning discoveries that reveal their ideological relationship to domination and oppression. Tales
such as Beauty and the Beast, Snow White and the Seven Dwarves, and Rumplestiltskin have
become part of our everyday culture and shapers of our identities. In this lively work, Jack Zipes
explores the historical rise of the literary fairy tale as genre in the late seventeenth century and
examines the ideological relationship of classic fairy tales to domination and oppression in Western
society. The fairy tale received its most mythic articulation in America. Consequently, Zipes sees
Walt Disney's Snow White as an expression of American male individualism, film and literary
interpretations of L. Frank Baum's The Wizard of Oz as critiques of American myths, and Robert
Bly's Iron John as a misunderstanding of folklore and traditional fairy tales. This book will change
forever the way we look at the fairy tales of our youth.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Brothers Grimm Ann Schmiesing, 2024-10-29 The first
English-language biography in over fifty years to tell the full, vibrant story of Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm, known to history as the Brothers Grimm “Magisterial.”—Kirkus Reviews More than two
hundred years ago, the German brothers Jacob Grimm (1785–1863) and Wilhelm Grimm
(1786–1859) published a collection of fairy tales that remains famous the world over. It has been
translated into some 170 languages—more than any other German book—and the Brothers Grimm
are among the top dozen most translated authors in the world. In addition to collecting tales, the
Grimms were mythographers, linguists, librarians, civil servants, and above all the closest of
brothers, but until now, the full story of their lifelong endeavor to preserve and articulate a German
cultural identity has not been well known. Drawing on deep archival research and decades of



scholarship, Ann Schmiesing tells the affecting story of how the Grimms’ ambitious projects gave the
brothers a sense of self-preservation through the atrocities of the Napoleonic Wars and a series of
personal losses. They produced a vast corpus of work on mythology and medieval literature,
embarked on a monumental German dictionary project, and broke scholarly ground with Jacob’s
linguistic discovery known as Grimm’s Law. Setting their story against a rich historical backdrop,
Schmiesing offers a fresh consideration of the profound and yet complicated legacy of the Brothers
Grimm.
  history of the brothers grimm: Fairy Tales by the Brothers Grimm The Brothers Grimm,
2018-03-22 Children's and Household Tales (from the German: Kinder- und Hausmärchen) is a
collection of fairy tales first published on 20 December 1812 by the Grimm brothers or Brothers
Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm. The collection is commonly known as Grimms' Fairy Tales among
English speakers.
  history of the brothers grimm: Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm
Grimm, 2009-01-01 The legendary folklorists Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm are widely credited with
preserving and documenting Europe's oral fairy tale tradition. On several extended trips collecting
stories in and around Germany, the pair transcribed more than 200 classic folk tales. This volume
compiles some of the most popular and well-known fairy tales from the Grimms' body of work.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm All-New
Third Edition Jack Zipes, 2003-01-01 The Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm Perhaps no
other stories possess as much power to enchant, delight, and surprise as those penned by the
immortal Brothers Grimm. Now, in the new, expanded third edition, renowned scholar and folklorist
Jack Zipes has translated all 250 tales collected and published by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, plus
twenty-nine rare tales omitted from the original German edition, as well as narratives uncovered in
the brothers’ letters and papers. Truly the most comprehensive translation to date, this critically
acclaimed edition recaptures the fairy tales as the Brothers Grimm intended them to be: rich, stark,
spiced with humor and violence, resonant with folklore and song. One of the world’s experts on
children’s literature, Jack Zipes is a professor of German at the University of Minnesota and is the
author of numerous books on folklore and fairy tales.
  history of the brothers grimm: Historical Dictionary of German Literature to 1945 William
Grange, 2010-12-18 Historical Dictionary of German Literature to 1945 covers a wide swath of
literary analysis and achievement, from Old High German lays and ecclesiastical encomia to Middle
High German epics, sagas, and love lyrics. While extensive in its chronological dimension, the
Historical Dictionary of German Literature to 1945 is equally comprehensive in the geographical and
genre areas it covers. The history of this period in German literature is told through a detailed
chronology, an introductory essay, a comprehensive bibliography, and over 200 cross-referenced
dictionary entries on poetry, novels, historical narrative, philosophical musings, and drama. The
exceptional writers who emerged and shaped German literature over the centuries-including
Walther von der Vogelweide, Johann Jakob Christoffel von Grimmelshausen, Gotthold Ephraim
Lessing, Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Friedrich Schiller, Heinrich Heine, Friedrich Nietzsche, Thomas
Mann, and many others who are well known and admired worldwide-are also covered.
  history of the brothers grimm: The Original Grimm KHM 1812 Oliver Loo, 2014-08-11 The
Grimms Tales as you have never experienced them before - complete, accurate, and authentic -
exactly as the Grimms wrote them 200 years ago. A completely new, cover-to-cover translation with
extensive notes and commentary for the 200th anniversary translated in a new style that preserves
the original texts in a way that has never been done before. There are 34 stories in the original 1812
edition that never appear in any of the later editions. In the 1812 first edition of the tales, the
Grimms also included an extensive 60 page appendix which discussed the oral and literary sources
of the tales and often times one or more other versions of the stories. The 1812 appendix was never
published in any English versions, so the 60 new stories and fragments found therein have been
almost entirely unknown to English readers for last 200 years. The appendix is a lost gem and
arguably as important as the stories themselves.



  history of the brothers grimm: Soviet Heroic Poetry in Context Margaret Ziolkowski,
2013-08-15 Soviet Heroic Poetry in Context discusses key issues surrounding the composition and
recording of folklore as well as its often intensely political aspect and its preoccupation with
chimerical cultural authority. These issues are dramatically displayed in Soviet epic compositions of
the 1930s and 1940s, the so-called noviny (“new songs”), which took their formal inspiration largely
from traditional Russian epic songs, byliny (“songs of the past”), and their narrative content from
contemporary, political, and other events in Stalinist Russia. The story of the noviny is at once
complex and comprehensible. While it may be tempting to interpret the excrescences of Stalinism as
unique aberrations, the reality was often more complicated. The noviny were not simply the result of
political fiat, an episode in an ideological vacuum. Their emergence occurred in part because of
specific trends and controversies that marked European folklore collection and publication from at
least the late eighteenth century on, as well as developments in Russian folkloristics from the
mid-nineteenth century on that assumed exaggerated proportions. The demise of the noviny was
equally mediated by a host of political and theoretical considerations. This study tells the story of the
rise and fall of the noviny in all its cultural richness and pathos, an instructive tale of the interaction
of aesthetics and ideology.
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