lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl

**Lamb to the Slaughter by Roald Dahl: A Masterclass in Dark Humor and Suspense**

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl is one of the most gripping short stories penned by
the master of macabre twists, Roald Dahl. At first glance, the title might evoke an image of
innocence and vulnerability, but as the story unfolds, readers encounter a clever narrative
filled with irony, black humor, and an unexpected turn that has cemented its place in
classic crime fiction. Whether you're a literature enthusiast, a student analyzing narrative
techniques, or simply someone who enjoys a well-crafted plot twist, this story offers a lot
to unpack.

Understanding the Plot of Lamb to the Slaughter
by Roald Dahl

The story opens in a domestic setting, with Mary Maloney, a devoted and pregnant
housewife, eagerly awaiting her husband Patrick’s return from work. What begins as a
warm and tender scene quickly takes a dark turn when Patrick reveals he wants to leave
her. The shock of this announcement propels Mary into an impulsive act that changes
everything.

Instead of reacting with despair or anger in a conventional way, Mary uses a frozen leg of
lamb as a weapon, striking her husband and inadvertently killing him. What follows is a
chilling yet darkly humorous sequence where Mary cleverly covers up her crime,
manipulating the police investigation by serving them the very murder weapon in the form
of a cooked meal.

Key Themes Explored in the Story

Roald Dahl expertly weaves several themes through this succinct narrative, making it
surprisingly rich for such a brief piece of writing:

- **Betrayal and Revenge:** The story centers on the emotional betrayal Mary experiences
and her unexpected retaliation.

- **Deception and Appearance vs. Reality:** Mary’s calm demeanor and hospitality
contrast sharply with the gruesome secret she hides.

- **Tustice and Morality:** Readers are left questioning the fairness of Mary’s actions and
whether she “deserved” to get away with murder.

- **Power Dynamics in Relationships:** The story subtly critiques the roles and
expectations within marriage, especially in the mid-20th century.



Roald Dahl’s Writing Style and Use of Irony

One of the most compelling aspects of lamb to the slaughter by Roald Dahl is his
distinctive writing style, which combines straightforward prose with a biting sense of
irony. Dahl’s ability to build suspense while injecting humor keeps readers hooked from
start to finish.

The story’s title itself is a brilliant example of irony. Traditionally, “lamb to the slaughter”
refers to someone who is innocent and unaware of impending doom. Yet, in Dahl’s story,
Mary, who seems vulnerable, becomes the perpetrator, turning the phrase on its head.

How Dahl Builds Suspense

Dahl's pacing is meticulous. The calm domestic atmosphere sets a false sense of security.
Each sentence after Patrick’s announcement increases tension, yet Mary’s outward
composure creates a fascinating contrast. The narrative invites readers to anticipate what
she will do next, blurring the line between victim and villain. This technique creates an
engaging psychological thriller that is both unsettling and amusing.

Symbolism and Literary Devices in Lamb to the
Slaughter by Roald Dahl

Delving deeper, the story is rich with symbolism and literary devices that elevate its
impact:

- **The Leg of Lamb:** More than just a weapon, the lamb symbolizes innocence and
domesticity. Its transformation from a simple piece of meat to a murder weapon and then
to a meal shared with detectives highlights the twisted irony.

- **Alcohol and Calmness:** Mary’s decision to pour herself a drink after the murder adds
to the theme of control and detachment, signaling a shift in her character.

- *Imagery:** Dahl uses vivid descriptions to juxtapose the warmth of the home with the
coldness of the crime, enhancing the story’s dark humor.

- **Foreshadowing:** Early mentions of Mary’s routine and care for her husband subtly
hint at the shock to come, preparing readers for the twist without giving it away.

Why Lamb to the Slaughter by Roald Dahl
Remains Popular Today

Despite being written decades ago, this short story continues to captivate readers and is
frequently studied in schools around the world. Its enduring popularity can be attributed
to several factors:



- **Relatable Characters and Setting:** The domestic setting feels familiar, making the
extraordinary events even more startling.

- **Timeless Themes:** The exploration of betrayal, justice, and human nature resonates
across generations.

- **Compact and Impactful Storytelling:** With a concise narrative, Dahl achieves
maximum effect in minimal words.

- ¥*Surprising Twist Ending:** The unexpected conclusion is memorable and sparks
discussions about morality and cleverness.

Impact on Literature and Popular Culture

Lamb to the slaughter by Roald Dahl has influenced numerous adaptations, including
radio plays, television dramatizations, and stage performances. Its clever narrative
structure serves as a model for writers aiming to craft twists that both surprise and satisfy
readers. Moreover, the story’s exploration of dark themes through a seemingly
lighthearted tone paved the way for modern crime and psychological thrillers.

Tips for Analyzing Lamb to the Slaughter by
Roald Dahl

Whether you’re preparing for an essay, teaching the story, or simply want to deepen your
appreciation, here are some tips to analyze this classic effectively:

1. **Pay Attention to Character Development:** Notice how Mary transitions from a loving
wife to a cunning protagonist.

2. **Examine Dialogue and Tone:** The casual conversations contrast with the gravity of
the crime, enhancing the story’s irony.

3. **Identify Symbolism:** Focus on objects like the leg of lamb and actions such as
Mary’s drink to uncover deeper meanings.

4. **Look for Narrative Techniques:** Dahl’s use of foreshadowing, pacing, and
perspective are key to the story’s impact.

5. **Reflect on Themes:** Think about how betrayal and justice are portrayed and what
commentary Dahl might be making about human behavior.

Discussion Questions to Consider

- How does Dahl manipulate readers’ sympathies throughout the story?

- In what ways does the story challenge traditional notions of justice?

- What role does the setting play in the development of suspense?

- How does the story’s ending affect your interpretation of Mary’s character?

Exploring these questions can lead to richer insights and a more nuanced understanding
of the story’s complexities.



Lamb to the slaughter by Roald Dahl is more than just a short story; it’s a brilliant
exploration of human emotions and the dark humor that can emerge from unexpected
situations. Its clever plot, memorable characters, and thematic depth ensure it remains a
compelling read, inviting readers to question appearances and consider the unpredictable
nature of human behavior.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Lamb to the Slaughter' by
Roald Dahl?

The story follows Mary Maloney, a devoted wife who kills her husband with a frozen leg of
lamb when he reveals he is leaving her. She then cleverly covers up the crime by cooking
the lamb and serving it to the investigating officers.

Who are the main characters in 'Lamb to the
Slaughter'?

The main characters are Mary Maloney, the wife, and her husband, Patrick Maloney, a
police officer.

What is the significance of the title 'Lamb to the
Slaughter'?

The title is ironic; it refers both to the leg of lamb used as a murder weapon and to Patrick
Maloney, who is unsuspectingly led to his death.

How does Roald Dahl use irony in 'Lamb to the
Slaughter'?

Dahl uses dramatic and situational irony, especially in the ending where the police
unknowingly eat the murder weapon, and Mary remains undetected.

What themes are explored in 'Lamb to the Slaughter'?

Themes include betrayal, deception, domestic violence, and justice, as well as dark humor
and irony.

How does Mary Maloney's character change throughout
the story?

Mary transforms from a loving, submissive wife to a cunning and resourceful murderer
who manipulates the situation to her advantage.



What role does the setting play in '‘Lamb to the
Slaughter'?

The domestic setting contrasts with the violent act, highlighting the shock of betrayal
within an ordinary household.

Why is 'Lamb to the Slaughter' considered a darkly
humorous story?

Because it combines a gruesome crime with clever, unexpected twists and a light, almost
playful tone, especially in the ironic ending.

What narrative perspective is used in 'Lamb to the
Slaughter'?

The story is told from a third-person omniscient point of view, giving insight into Mary’s
thoughts and actions.

What message or moral can be interpreted from 'Lamb
to the Slaughter'?

It suggests that appearances can be deceiving and that people are capable of unexpected
actions when pushed to their limits.

Additional Resources
Lamb to the Slaughter by Roald Dahl: A Masterstroke of Dark Irony and Suspense

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl is a compelling short story that has captivated
readers for decades with its sharp wit, dark humor, and unexpected twists. Written by
Roald Dahl, a luminary known predominantly for his children’s literature, this piece
diverges into the realm of adult fiction, showcasing his versatility and narrative prowess.
The story explores themes of betrayal, justice, and human psychology through a
deceptively simple plot that unravels with chilling precision. As one of Dahl’s most
anthologized works, it continues to evoke discussions surrounding morality and the art of
storytelling.

In-depth Analysis of Lamb to the Slaughter

At its core, lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl is a psychological thriller that subverts
traditional expectations of crime and punishment. The narrative begins with Mary
Maloney, a devoted and pregnant housewife, awaiting her husband Patrick’s return from
work. The tranquility is shattered when Patrick delivers an unsettling revelation that sets
the stage for the story’s dramatic climax. What follows is a masterclass in suspense, as
Mary’s outward demeanor contrasts starkly with her inner resolve.



Dahl’s use of irony is a standout feature. The title itself operates on multiple levels—it
references the literal lamb leg used as a murder weapon, while also symbolizing Mary’s
initial portrayal as an innocent “lamb” unaware of her fate. This duality mirrors the story’s
larger exploration of appearances versus reality. The narrative deftly manipulates reader
expectations, leading to a conclusion that is as satisfying as it is unsettling.

The setting plays a crucial role in amplifying the tension. The domestic environment,
typically associated with safety and comfort, becomes the backdrop for betrayal and cold
calculation. Dahl’s sparse, precise prose enhances the claustrophobic atmosphere,
drawing readers into the intimate world of the Maloneys. This setting also serves to
highlight the story’s commentary on gender roles and societal norms prevalent during the
mid-20th century.

Characterization and Psychological Depth

Mary Maloney is arguably one of Dahl’s most memorable characters, embodying the
convergence of vulnerability and cunning. Initially depicted as a loving and compliant
wife, her transformation into a calculating murderer challenges stereotypes about
femininity and passivity. Dahl refrains from delving into overt psychological exposition;
instead, he allows her actions to reveal her complexity.

Patrick Maloney’s character functions primarily as a catalyst for the plot. His cold
detachment and sudden announcement of leaving Mary inject a sense of impending doom.
Though his role is limited, his presence is essential in understanding the motivations
behind Mary’s drastic response.

The interplay between the two characters encapsulates themes of power dynamics within
marriage and the fragile nature of trust. Mary’s ability to manipulate the investigation that

follows—culminating in her feeding the murder weapon to the policemen—underscores
Dahl’s commentary on justice and deception.

Thematic Exploration and Symbolism

Several themes interweave throughout lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl, enriching its
narrative texture:

* Betrayal and Revenge: The story pivots on the shock of betrayal and the extreme,
yet calculated, act of revenge that follows.

e Innocence vs. Guilt: Mary’s outward innocence starkly contrasts with her
culpability, complicating traditional notions of morality.

¢ Justice and Irony: The ironic twist, where the murder weapon is consumed by the
very people seeking justice, critiques the fallibility of law enforcement.

* Domesticity and Violence: The juxtaposition of a homely setting with a brutal act



questions the veneer of normalcy in everyday life.

Symbolism pervades the story, with the leg of lamb representing both a literal weapon and
a metaphorical tool of empowerment for Mary. The title’s biblical allusion to “lamb to the
slaughter” further accentuates themes of sacrifice and innocence.

Stylistic Elements and Narrative Techniques

Roald Dahl’s distinctive narrative style shines in this story through its economy of
language and pacing. The writing is straightforward, yet layered with subtle clues that
foreshadow the climax without giving away the ending. The third-person limited point of
view aligns readers closely with Mary’s perspective, fostering empathy even as she
commits a heinous act.

The dialogue is naturalistic and serves to build tension incrementally. Dahl’s use of
understatement and dark humor punctuates the grim subject matter, creating a tone that
is both unsettling and engaging. The story’s brevity enhances its impact, ensuring that
every word contributes to the unfolding drama.

Comparisons with Other Works by Roald Dahl

While Roald Dahl is primarily celebrated for his children’s stories like “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory” and “Matilda,” lamb to the slaughter exemplifies his darker, more
adult-oriented storytelling. Similar to other adult tales in his repertoire, such as “The
Landlady” and “Taste,” this story employs irony and macabre twists to explore human
nature’s darker aspects.

Unlike his children’s fiction, which often incorporates fantastical elements and moral
lessons, lamb to the slaughter remains grounded in realism, focusing on ordinary
characters thrust into extraordinary circumstances. This shift in style broadens Dahl’s
appeal and underscores his versatility as a writer.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication in 1953, lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl has become a staple in
literature curricula worldwide, frequently analyzed for its narrative structure and thematic
richness. Its enduring popularity is a testament to Dahl’s skill in crafting stories that
resonate across generations.

The story’s influence extends beyond literature, inspiring adaptations for radio, television,
and theater, each interpreting its suspense and dark humor in unique ways. Its exploration
of crime and punishment continues to provoke debate about morality, justice, and the
roles individuals play within societal frameworks.



Pros and Cons of the Story’s Narrative Approach

e Pros:
o Concise and effective storytelling that maintains suspense throughout.
o Strong character development within a limited word count.
o Innovative use of irony and symbolism enhances thematic depth.

o Accessible language makes it suitable for readers of varying ages and
backgrounds.

e Cons:
o Some readers may find the moral ambiguity unsettling or challenging.

o The story’s brevity might leave certain psychological motivations
underexplored.

o Its mid-20th-century gender dynamics may feel dated to contemporary
audiences.

These factors contribute to ongoing discussions about the story’s place in both classic and
modern literary contexts.

Roald Dahl’s ability to encapsulate complex human emotions and ethical dilemmas within
a brief narrative makes lamb to the slaughter a powerful example of short fiction. Its blend
of suspense, irony, and psychological insight ensures that it remains a subject of study and
enjoyment for readers and critics alike. Through this story, Dahl not only entertains but
also challenges perceptions, inviting readers to reconsider assumptions about innocence,
guilt, and the human capacity for deception.
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lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Lamb to the Slaughter Roald Dahl, 2025-04-17 No
author perfected the twist in the tale better than Roald Dahl. His stories - many of which were filmed
as Tales of the Unexpected - take us into a world that is shocking, cruelly funny and always has a
sinister edge. What if plants could feel pain? What kind of father would bet his daughter in a wager?
And what is the secret behind that delicious lamb dinner...?

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: A Study Guide for Roald Dahl's "Lamb to the Slaughter"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-14 A Study Guide for Roald Dahl's Lamb to the Slaughter,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of
your research needs.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Lamb to the Slaughter - a Detective Story Sarah
Piecha, 2007-04-29 Essay from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 2.0, University of Potsdam, language: English, abstract: Dahl touches the
taboo theme of commiting a murder here which is not typical for a short story. It occurred to me that
the story better fits into the genre of crime fiction. In the following I will discuss whether this is true
or not, whether Roald Dahl’s Lamb to the slaughter carries the main features of that genre or not.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Lamb to the Slaughter and Other Stories Roald
Dahl, 1995

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Language Toolkit 4 Andrea Hayes, 2010-11-25
Language Toolkit 4 is a workbook for middle secondary students to support the development of
language and literacy skills through various communication modes. Students will develop the skills
they need to read, view, listen and speak, and to write and create their own texts in a variety of
contexts and for a variety of audiences and purposes.With a strong focus on visual grammar and
multimodal texts, the workbook's units are organised around different text types that provide a
context for the development of language skills. « Grammatical rules are clearly and simply explained
* Comprehension, grammar, spelling, punctuation and vocabulary exercises build language and
literacy skills ¢ Spelling tests and dictionary exercises encourage vocabulary development
confidence ¢ Revision exercises allow students to review their progress and strengthen their
understanding and confidence from one unit to the next.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: A Feast of Words Anna Shapiro, 1996 Presents food
scenes excerpted from twenty-five classic novels and stories including Jane Austen's Emma and
Herman Melville's Moby-Dick, and provides commentary and original recipes that complement the
text.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: The Facts on File Companion to the British Short
Story Andrew Maunder, 2007 A comprehensive reference to short fiction from Great Britain,
Ireland, and the British Commonwealth. With approximately 450 entries, this A-to-Z guide explores
the literary contributions of such writers as Joseph Conrad, James Joyce, D H Lawrence, Rudyard
Kipling, Oscar Wilde, Katherine Mansfield, Martin Amis, and others.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Last Act Marilyn Schroeder, 2016-11-03 Kathryn,
Emma, and Marian are good friends. Two live in a fine retirement community and appreciate its
benefits. They are exploring issues of aging, living well, and dying well.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Hitchcock on Hitchcock, Volume 2 Alfred Hitchcock,
2014-12-10 A selection of Hitchcock's writings and interviews, arranged in several thematic
groupings.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Guilt and Extenuation in Tragedy Edward Forman,
2020-11-04 This comparative literary study re-evaluates the reciprocal relationship between tragic
drama and current approaches to guilt and extenuation. Focussing on Racine but ranging widely, it
sheds original light on tragic archetypes (Phaedra, Oedipus, Clytemnestra, Medea and others)
through the lenses of performance theory and modern attitudes towards blame. Tragic drama and
legal systems both aim to evaluate the merits of excuses provided on behalf of perpetrators of




catastrophic acts. Edward Forman wittily and provocatively explores modern judicial concepts -
diminished responsibility, provocation, trauma, ignorance, scapegoating - through the responses of
characters in tragedy. Attention is paid to the way in which classical plays (ancient Greek and
seventeenth-century French) have been re-interpreted in performance in the light of modern
perceptions of human responsibility and helplessness.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: The Perfect Murder David Lehman, 2000 Drawing on a
selection of the best British and American detective fiction past and present, Lehman takes readers
on a probing investigation of why men and women of all educational and social backgrounds are
continually fascinated by the murder mystery.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Marginalized Casey Kayser, 2021-08-23 Winner of the
2021 Eudora Welty Prize In contrast to other literary genres, drama has received little attention in
southern studies, and women playwrights in general receive less recognition than their male
counterparts. In Marginalized: Southern Women Playwrights Confront Race, Region, and Gender,
author Casey Kayser addresses these gaps by examining the work of southern women playwrights,
making the argument that representations of the American South on stage are complicated by
difficulties of identity, genre, and region. Through analysis of the dramatic texts, the rhetoric of
reviews of productions, as well as what the playwrights themselves have said about their plays and
productions, Kayser delineates these challenges and argues that playwrights draw on various
conscious strategies in response. These strategies, evident in the work of such playwrights as Pearl
Cleage, Sandra Deer, Lillian Hellman, Beth Henley, Marsha Norman, and Shay Youngblood, provide
them with the opportunity to lead audiences to reconsider monolithic understandings of northern
and southern regions and, ultimately, create new visions of the South.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Literature and Language Learning in the EFL Classroom
Masayuki Teranishi, 2015-08-03 This book examines how literary texts can be incorporated into
teaching practices in an EFL classroom. It takes a multi-faceted approach to how English language
teaching and learning can best be developed through presentation and exploration of literary texts.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: How to Write Short Stories and Get Them Published
Ashley Lister, 2019-12-19 This book will help you plot like a pro, master the art of suspense like Poe,
craft captivating dialogue like Twain and - most crucially - get your short stories published. How to
Write Short Stories and Get Them Published is the essential guide to writing short fiction. It takes
the aspiring writer from their initial idea through to potential outlets for publication and pitching
proposals to publishers. Along the journey this guide considers the most important aspects of
creative writing, such as character, plot, point of view, description and dialogue. All of these areas
are illustrated with examples of classic fiction, and accompanied by exercises that will help every
writer hone their natural skill and talent into the ability to craft compelling short stories.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: The Routledge Companion to Literature and
Cognitive Studies Jan Alber, Ralf Schneider, 2025-07-31 The Routledge Companion to Literature
and Cognitive Studies offers a comprehensive survey of cognitive approaches to literature,
introducing the influential theoretical tools and latest developments in this vigorously
multi-disciplinary field, with leading scholars illuminating the cognitive, affective, and bodily
dimensions of literary reading. Comprised three main sections, this Companion oversees the history
of the field, core issues and topics, and the vital new debates of cognitive theory. This volume
introduces readers to the many new tools and methodologies in the field, including: the context of
the first generation of cognitive literary studies mental representations and information-processing
paradigms critical debates and developments, including cognitive cultural studies, 4E cognition and
literature, as well as empirical investigations of cognitive processes approaches to a variety of
literary genres and media This comprehensive Companion provides an important reference work for
upper-level students and researchers delving into the interdisciplinary approaches to literature and
cognitive studies.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Food City C] Lim, 2014-04-16 In Food City, a
companion piece to Smartcities and Eco-Warriors, innovative architect and urban designer CJ Lim



explores the issue of urban transformation and how the creation, storage and distribution of food has
been and can again become a construct for the practice of everyday life. Food City investigates the
reinstatement of food at the core of national and local governance -- how it can be a driver to
restructure employment, education, transport, tax, health, culture, communities, and the justice
system, re-evaluating how the city functions as a spatial and political entity. Global in scope, Food
City first addresses the frameworks of over 25 international cities through the medium of food and
how the city is governed. It then provides a case study through drawings, models, and text,
exploring how a secondary infrastructure could function as a living environmental and food system
operating as a sustainable stratum over the city of London. This case study raises serious questions
about the priorities of our governing bodies, using architectural relationships to reframe the spaces
of food consumption and production, analyzed through historical precedent, function and form. This
study of the integration of food, architecture, and the development of future cities will both inspire
and stimulate professionals and students in the fields of urban design and architecture.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: A Companion to Crime Fiction Charles J. Rzepka, Lee
Horsley, 2020-07-13 A Companion to Crime Fiction presents the definitive guide to this popular
genre from its origins in the eighteenth century to the present day A collection of forty-seven newly
commissioned essays from a team of leading scholars across the globe make this Companion the
definitive guide to crime fiction Follows the development of the genre from its origins in the
eighteenth century through to its phenomenal present day popularity Features full-length critical
essays on the most significant authors and film-makers, from Arthur Conan Doyle and Dashiell
Hammett to Alfred Hitchcock and Martin Scorsese exploring the ways in which they have shaped
and influenced the field Includes extensive references to the most up-to-date scholarship, and a
comprehensive bibliography

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: West Heart Kill Dann McDorman, 2024-09-03
SHORTLISTED FOR THE CWA NEW BLOOD DAGGER AWARD ¢ A remote lodge. A stormy night. A
shot in the dark. You may think you've read this story before. Think again. * Fans of The 7 ¥2 Deaths
of Evelyn Hardcastle and Magpie Murders, look no further. “Potent. . . . McDorman's knowledge is
abundant, as is his cleverness.”—Sarah Weinman, The New York Times Book Review When private
detective Adam McAnnis joins an old college friend for the Bicentennial weekend at the exclusive
West Heart club in upstate New York, he finds himself among a set of not-entirely-friendly strangers.
Then the body of one of the members is found at the lake’s edge; hours later, a major storm hits. By
the time power is restored on Sunday, two more people will be dead . . .

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: Ghosted Jenn Ashworth, 2021-06-10 SHORTLISTED FOR
THE PORTICO PRIZE 2022 'Unnerving, absorbing . . . Laurie is a miraculous creation . . . Piercingly
human and darkly funny' Sunday Times One ordinary morning, Laurie's husband disappears, leaving
behind his phone and wallet. For weeks she tells no one, carrying on her cleaning job at the
university, visiting her tricky, dementia-suffering father and holing up in her high-rise flat with a
bottle to hand. When she finally reports him as missing, the police are suspicious. What took her so
long? Laurie can't fully explain her behaviour even to herself, or the strange presence she senses in
the flat. Only when she looks back on the ensuing wreckage does she begin to understand, and see
how she might repair the damage.

lamb to the slaughter by roald dahl: The Mysterious Romance of Murder David Lehman,
2022-05-15 From Sherlock Holmes to Sam Spade; Nick and Nora Charles to Nero Wolfe and Archie
Goodwin; Harry Lime to Gilda, Madeleine Elster, and other femmes fatales—crime and crime solving
in fiction and film captivate us. Why do we keep returning to Agatha Christie's ingenious puzzles and
Raymond Chandler's hard-boiled murder mysteries? What do spy thrillers teach us, and what
accounts for the renewed popularity of morally ambiguous noirs? In The Mysterious Romance of
Murder, the poet and critic David Lehman explores a wide variety of outstanding books and
movies—some famous (The Maltese Falcon, Double Indemnity), some known mainly to
aficionados—with style, wit, and passion. Lehman revisits the smoke-filled jazz clubs from the classic
noir films of the 1940s, the iconic set pieces that defined Hitchcock's America, the interwar intrigue




of Eric Ambler's best fictions, and the intensity of attraction between Humphrey Bogart and Lauren
Bacall, Robert Mitchum and Jane Greer, Cary Grant and Ingrid Bergman. He also considers the
evocative elements of noir—cigarettes, cocktails, wisecracks, and jazz standards—and offers five
original noir poems (including a pantoum inspired by the 1944 film Laura) and ironic astrological
profiles of Barbara Stanwyck, Marlene Dietrich, and Graham Greene. Written by a connoisseur with
an uncanny feel for the language and mood of mystery, espionage, and noir, The Mysterious
Romance of Murder will delight fans of the genre and newcomers alike.
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