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how the great society destroyed the american family is a topic that has
sparked intense debate among historians, sociologists, and policymakers. The
Great Society, a sweeping set of social programs launched in the 1960s under
President Lyndon B. Johnson, aimed to eliminate poverty and racial injustice.
While its intentions were noble, many argue that unintended consequences of
these policies contributed to the erosion of the traditional American family
structure. Exploring how the Great Society destroyed the American family
involves looking at welfare reforms, changes in social dynamics, and shifts
in cultural values that followed.

The Origins and Intentions of the Great Society

Before delving into the ways the Great Society impacted family life, it’s
important to understand its foundation. The Great Society was designed as a
continuation and expansion of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal, focusing on
creating equal opportunities and improving the quality of life for all
Americans. Major programs like Medicaid, Medicare, Head Start, and various
welfare initiatives were introduced to combat poverty and provide social
safety nets.

The goal was clear: reduce economic disparities and offer support to families
struggling to make ends meet. However, while these programs succeeded in many
respects, they also triggered changes that some believe weakened family
cohesion and responsibility.

How Welfare Policies Altered Family Dynamics

One of the primary ways the Great Society destroyed the American family,
according to critics, is through the restructuring of welfare policies.
Welfare programs provided financial assistance to low-income families but
also introduced new incentives and disincentives that altered traditional
family roles.

The Impact of Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC)

The AFDC program, a key component of the Great Society welfare system,



offered government aid to single mothers and families without a male
breadwinner. While this support was crucial for many, it inadvertently
discouraged marriage and fostered family fragmentation by reducing the
economic necessity of maintaining a two-parent household.

Many sociologists point out that AFDC created a system where single-parent
families became more common, as the program’s rules sometimes penalized
married couples or discouraged marriage altogether. This shift led to an
increase in single motherhood rates, which research has linked to various
social challenges, including lower educational outcomes for children and
increased poverty cycles.

Dependency and the Erosion of Self-Sufficiency

Another consequence of welfare expansion was the rise of dependency on
government assistance. By providing extensive aid without sufficient emphasis
on employment or family unity, some families became reliant on government
support rather than striving for economic independence.

This dependency undermined the traditional values of hard work and self-
reliance that many associate with the American family ideal. Children raised
in environments where welfare was a primary support system often faced fewer
incentives to pursue long-term economic stability, perpetuating cycles of
poverty and family instability.

Cultural Shifts and Changing Social Norms

Beyond economics, the Great Society era coincided with broader cultural
transformations that also influenced family structures in America. The 1960s
and 1970s were periods of rapid social change, with evolving attitudes toward
gender roles, marriage, and child-rearing.

The Rise of Feminism and Changing Gender Roles

The Great Society’s emphasis on social justice dovetailed with the burgeoning
feminist movement, which advocated for women’s rights and greater
participation in the workforce. While empowering women was an important
societal advancement, it also contributed to shifts in family dynamics.

As more women entered the workforce, traditional roles within the family were
redefined. Dual-income households became more common, but so did single-
parent families led by women. The economic independence offered by welfare
programs and job opportunities sometimes reduced the perceived need for
marriage, further altering family stability.



Changing Views on Marriage and Parenthood

During this era, attitudes toward marriage, cohabitation, and childbearing
evolved considerably. The Great Society’s social programs coincided with
greater acceptance of non-traditional family arrangements, including single
parenthood, divorce, and delayed marriage.

While these changes reflect increased personal freedoms, critics argue they
also contributed to weakening the nuclear family model that historically
provided social and economic stability. The normalization of alternative
family structures sometimes came at the expense of long-term family cohesion
and support systems.

Education and Its Role in Family Transformation

Education initiatives were a cornerstone of the Great Society, aiming to
level the playing field for disadvantaged children. Programs like Head Start
provided early childhood education to low-income families, offering crucial
developmental support.

Positive Outcomes and Unintended Consequences

On one hand, increased access to education helped many children break out of
poverty cycles. However, some scholars suggest that educational reforms also
contributed to family changes by shifting childcare responsibilities away
from parents, particularly mothers, toward institutional settings.

This shift sometimes reduced parental involvement in early childhood
development, which critics argue can weaken family bonds. Moreover, the
increased focus on external childcare and public education placed new demands
on families, influencing how time and resources were allocated within the
household.

Examining the Role of Government Intervention
in Family Life

At the core of the discussion about how the Great Society destroyed the
American family is the question of government’s role in private life. The
expansion of government programs brought much-needed assistance but also
raised concerns about overreach and unintended social effects.



Balancing Support and Autonomy

Many argue that while government intervention is essential for addressing
poverty and inequality, it must be carefully balanced to avoid undermining
family autonomy and responsibility. The Great Society’s broad welfare
programs, some contend, tipped this balance too far by providing support
without sufficient encouragement for self-sufficiency and family unity.

Policy Lessons for the Future

Understanding the complex relationship between social policy and family
structure offers valuable lessons for future reforms. Effective policies
should aim to support families without creating disincentives for marriage or
economic independence. Encouraging education, job training, and community
involvement alongside financial assistance can help strengthen families
rather than unintentionally weakening them.

Reflecting on the Legacy of the Great Society

The legacy of the Great Society is a mixed one. Its ambitious goals to
eradicate poverty and racial injustice led to significant social
improvements. Yet, the ways in which these policies intersected with economic
incentives, cultural shifts, and changes in social norms contributed to
transformations in the American family that many view as detrimental.

When exploring how the Great Society destroyed the American family, it’s
essential to consider both the policy intentions and their complex
consequences. The conversation continues today as policymakers seek to refine
social programs that empower families while preserving the foundational bonds
that hold communities together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Great Society and how did it impact
American families?
The Great Society was a set of domestic programs launched by President Lyndon
B. Johnson in the 1960s aimed at eliminating poverty and racial injustice.
While it expanded social welfare, some critics argue that it inadvertently
undermined traditional American family structures by promoting government
dependency and reducing incentives for marriage.



In what ways did the Great Society contribute to the
rise of single-parent households?
The Great Society's welfare policies, such as Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC), provided financial support to single mothers but often
disincentivized marriage. This led to an increase in single-parent households
as some families relied more heavily on government assistance rather than
two-parent support systems.

Did Great Society programs affect marriage rates in
the United States?
Research suggests that some Great Society programs unintentionally
contributed to declining marriage rates by providing economic support that
made single parenthood more financially viable. This shift altered
traditional family dynamics and is seen by some as a factor in the weakening
of the nuclear family model.

How do critics argue the Great Society policies
destroyed the American family?
Critics argue that by expanding welfare benefits without adequate emphasis on
family preservation, the Great Society policies fostered dependency on
government aid, reduced marriage incentives, and contributed to the breakdown
of the traditional two-parent family unit, ultimately weakening social
cohesion.

Are there any positive outcomes of the Great Society
programs regarding families?
Yes, despite criticisms, the Great Society programs helped reduce poverty,
improved access to education and healthcare for many families, and addressed
civil rights issues. These benefits contributed to improving the quality of
life for millions of Americans, even as debates continue about their impact
on family structures.

Additional Resources
The Great Society and Its Impact on the American Family: An Analytical Review

how the great society destroyed the american family is a phrase that has
sparked significant debate among scholars, policymakers, and social
commentators. The Great Society, President Lyndon B. Johnson's ambitious set
of domestic programs launched in the 1960s, aimed to eliminate poverty and
racial injustice while expanding access to education, healthcare, and
welfare. However, despite its noble intentions, many critics argue that these
policies inadvertently contributed to the destabilization of the traditional



American family structure. This article explores the complex relationship
between the Great Society initiatives and their long-term effects on family
dynamics in the United States, examining socioeconomic data, cultural shifts,
and policy outcomes.

The Origins and Goals of the Great Society

The Great Society was introduced during a period of significant social unrest
and economic disparity. Johnson’s vision sought to create a more equitable
society by addressing systemic issues such as poverty, discrimination, and
lack of access to basic services. Programs like Medicare, Medicaid, the
Economic Opportunity Act, and the expansion of public education were designed
to uplift marginalized communities and provide a safety net for the
vulnerable.

While the Great Society successfully reduced poverty rates in the short
term—for example, the poverty rate dropped from nearly 22% in 1960 to around
12% by the early 1970s—the broader social consequences were more complex.
Many analysts contend that some of the welfare policies inadvertently
disincentivized traditional family roles, particularly in low-income
communities.

How Welfare Policies Influenced Family
Structures

One of the most contentious aspects of the Great Society was the expansion of
welfare programs such as Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC).
These programs provided financial assistance primarily to single mothers,
aiming to support children in poverty-stricken households. However, critics
argue that by offering benefits contingent upon the absence of a father
figure in the home, these policies may have unintentionally encouraged
single-parent households.

Economic Incentives and Family Composition

Research shows that from the 1960s onward, the proportion of children living
in single-parent families increased significantly. According to U.S. Census
data, in 1960, approximately 9% of children lived in single-parent homes; by
1980, this number had risen to 23%. Scholars suggest that welfare policies
under the Great Society created economic incentives that, while aimed at
alleviating poverty, also made single motherhood a more viable option for
some women.

This shift had profound implications for family stability. Traditional two-



parent households often benefit from pooled resources, both financial and
emotional, which can contribute to better outcomes for children. The rise in
single-parent families correlated with increased rates of poverty, lower
educational attainment, and other social challenges, fueling debates about
causality and policy design.

Impact on Gender Roles and Cultural Norms

Beyond economic factors, the Great Society coincided with—and arguably
accelerated—shifts in societal attitudes toward gender roles and family
responsibilities. By institutionalizing government support for single
mothers, the programs challenged the traditional breadwinner-homemaker model
prevalent in mid-20th-century America.

This change sparked discussions about the role of the father and the
importance of family cohesion. Some sociologists argue that the erosion of
the nuclear family model contributed to weakening social capital and
community ties, which are essential for social stability. Others point out
that the policies opened pathways for greater female independence and
empowerment, complicating simplistic narratives about family destruction.

Educational and Crime Outcomes Linked to Family
Changes

The transformations in family structure during and after the Great Society
era also intersected with trends in education and crime. Numerous studies
have linked children from single-parent households to lower academic
performance and higher dropout rates. For example, data from the National
Center for Education Statistics shows a correlation between family disruption
and reduced educational achievement.

Similarly, criminologists have noted that neighborhoods with higher rates of
family breakdown tend to experience elevated crime rates, particularly among
youth. While it is reductive to attribute these social issues solely to
welfare policy, the timing and patterns suggest that family environment plays
a critical role in shaping life trajectories.

The Role of Government vs. Societal Factors

It is important to acknowledge that the Great Society was not the sole driver
of changes in the American family. Broader societal trends—such as
urbanization, cultural liberalization, the feminist movement, and economic
restructuring—also exerted substantial influence. Deindustrialization and the
decline of manufacturing jobs disproportionately affected working-class men,



contributing to economic instability that undermined traditional family
roles.

Nevertheless, the Great Society’s policy framework arguably interacted with
these factors by altering incentives and social expectations. For instance,
the availability of welfare benefits for single mothers may have lessened the
immediate economic pressures to maintain two-parent households, especially in
economically depressed areas.

Critiques and Counterarguments

While many critics maintain that the Great Society "destroyed" the American
family, this characterization is debated. Supporters contend that the
programs mitigated extreme poverty and expanded opportunities for millions of
Americans who otherwise would have lacked access to healthcare, education,
and social services.

Moreover, some sociologists argue that the concept of the "American family"
is not static and that evolving family forms—including single-parent
families, cohabiting couples, and blended families—reflect broader societal
changes rather than policy failures. From this perspective, the Great
Society’s legacy includes both challenges and advancements.

Pros and Cons of the Great Society’s Family Impact

Pros: Reduction in poverty rates, increased access to education and
healthcare, support for vulnerable populations, empowerment of women.

Cons: Possible weakening of traditional family structures, increased
rates of single-parent households, unintended economic incentives
affecting family cohesion.

Lessons for Contemporary Policy Making

Understanding how the Great Society influenced American families offers
valuable lessons for current and future social policy design. Policymakers
must consider not only the immediate goals of poverty alleviation but also
the longer-term social consequences of program structures.

Crafting welfare programs that support families without inadvertently
promoting instability requires nuanced approaches that balance economic
assistance with incentives for family cohesion and parental responsibility.



Additionally, addressing broader economic conditions—such as employment
opportunities for men and women alike—is essential for strengthening family
foundations.

The debate over how the Great Society destroyed the American family remains a
potent reminder that social policies operate within complex systems. Their
impacts ripple through economic, cultural, and interpersonal domains,
underscoring the need for continual evaluation and adaptation in pursuit of
societal well-being.
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demonstrate themes across time. The signed articles, with cross references and Further Readings,
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researchers who want to explore political and social debates about the importance of the family and
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Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) in 1996. The author includes the most current available demographic,
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system. The author identifies the positive implications of welfare reform along with problems that
must be addressed. New features for this edition include an appendix of Internet sources a
state-by-state tables of poverty rates.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Examining Lorraine Hansberry’s A
Raisin in the Sun as Counternarrative Carl A. Grant, 2023-09-29 Examining Lorraine
Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun as Counternarrative: Understanding the Black Family and Black
Students shows how and why Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun, should be used as a
teaching tool to help educators develop a more accurate and authentic understanding of the Black
Family. The purpose of this book is to help educators develop a greater awareness of Black children
and youth’s, humanity, academic potential and learning capacity, and for teachers to develop the
consciousness to disavow white supremacy, American exceptionalism, myths, racial innocence, and
personal absolution within the education system. This counternarrative responds to the flawed and
racist perceptions, stereotypes, and tropes that are perpetuated in schools and society about the
African American family and Black students in US schools. It is deliberative and reverberating in
addressing anti-Black racism. It argues that, if Education is to be reimagined through a social justice
structure, teachers must be educated with works that include Black artists and educators, and
teachers must be committed to decolonizing their own minds. Examining Lorraine Hansberry’s A
Raisin in the Sun as Counternarrative: Understanding the Black Family and Black Students is
important reading for undergraduate and postgraduate courses in Educational Foundations,
Curriculum and Instruction, Education Policy, Multicultural Education, Social Justice Education, and
Black Studies. It will also be beneficial reading for in-service educators.
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Rosanvallon, 2024-05-21 How social and intellectual changes undermine our justifications for the
welfare state The welfare state has come under severe pressure internationally, partly for the
well-known reasons of slowing economic growth and declining confidence in the public sector.
According to the influential social theorist Pierre Rosanvallon, however, there is also a deeper and
less familiar reason for the crisis of the welfare state. He shows here that a fundamental practical
and philosophical justification for traditional welfare policies—that all citizens share equal risks—has
been undermined by social and intellectual change. If we wish to achieve the goals of social
solidarity and civic equality for which the welfare state was founded, Rosanvallon argues, we must
radically rethink social programs. Rosanvallon begins by tracing the history of the welfare state and
its founding premise that risks, especially the risks of illness and unemployment, are equally
distributed and unpredictable. He shows that this idea has become untenable because of economic
diversification and advances in statistical and risk analysis. It is truer than ever before—and far
more susceptible to analysis—that some individuals will face much greater risks than others because
of their jobs and lifestyle choices. Rosanvallon argues that social policies must be more narrowly
targeted. And he draws on evidence from around the world, in particular France and the United
States, to show that such programs as unemployment insurance and workfare could better reflect
individual needs by, for example, making more explicit use of contracts between the providers and
receivers of benefits. His arguments have broad implications for welfare programs everywhere and
for our understanding of citizenship in modern democracies and economies.
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Welfare State Michael E. Brown, 2018-10-18 The American welfare state is often blamed for
exacerbating social problems confronting African Americans while failing to improve their economic
lot. Michael K. Brown contends that our welfare system has in fact denied them the social provision
it gives white citizens while stigmatizing them as recipients of government benefits for low income
citizens. In his provocative history of America's safety net from its origins in the New Deal through
much of its dismantling in the 1990s, Brown explains how the forces of fiscal conservatism and
racism combined to shape a welfare state in which blacks are disproportionately excluded from
mainstream programs.Brown describes how business and middle class opposition to taxes and
spending limited the scope of the Social Security Act and work relief programs of the 1930s and the



Great Society in the 1960s. These decisions produced a welfare state that relies heavily on privately
provided health and pension programs and cash benefits for the poor. In a society characterized by
pervasive racial discrimination, this outcome, Michael Brown makes clear, has led to a racially
stratified welfare system: by denying African Americans work, whites limited their access to private
benefits as well as to social security and other forms of social insurance, making welfare their main
occupation. In his conclusion, Brown addresses the implications of his argument for both
conservative and liberal critiques of the Great Society and for policies designed to remedy inner-city
poverty.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: The Politics of Race Theodore Rueter,
2016-09-16 A study of the relationship between race and American politics, organised around the
institutions and processes of American government. It includes readings by individuals like Bill
Clinton, Charles Hamilton, and Carol Swain, across a wide variety of ideological perspectives.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Chinese Families Man-yee Kan,
Sampson Lee Blair, 2021-01-25 Chinese societies have undergone a tremendous amount of social,
political, and economic change, which have been a catalyst for substantial shifts in fundamental
structures within Chinese families. This edited collection focuses on the continuities and changes in
gender and inter-generational relations of Chinese families in Greater China.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Confronting Poverty Sheldon
Danziger, Gary D. Sandefur, Daniel H. Weinberg, 1994 Confronting Poverty proposes thoughtful
reforms in employment and training, child support, health care, education, welfare, immigration,
and urban policies, all crafted from the successes, as well as the failures, of policies over the past
three decades.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: The Welfare State: A Very Short
Introduction David Garland, 2016-03-24 Welfare states vary across nations and change over time.
And the balance between markets and government; free enterprise and social protection is
perennially in question. But all developed societies have welfare states of one kind or another - they
are a fundamental dimension of modern government. And even after decades of free-market
criticism and reform, their core institutions have proven resilient and popular. This Very Short
Introduction describes the modern welfare state, explaining its historical and contemporary
significance and arguing that far from being 'a failure' or 'a problem', welfare states are an essential
element of contemporary capitalism, and a vital concomitant of democratic government. In this
accessible and entertaining account, David Garland cuts through the fog of misunderstandings to
explain in clear and simple terms, what welfare states are, how they work, and why they matter.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: The Political Economy of Welfare
Reform in the United States Mary Reintsma, 2007-01-01 The welfare system in the United States
underwent profound changes as a result of the groundbreaking welfare legislation passed in 1996
entitled The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunities Reconciliation Act (PRWORA). The
Political Economy of Welfare Reform in the United States examines in detail the legislative process
that gave rise to PRWORA and presents two alternative theories to explain this process; the
traditional public interest model of government and the public choice model. On the basis of a
detailed historical analysis of welfare programs and policies in the US, the author explains the two
alternative theories and engages in a detailed institutional and statistical analysis to make a
convincing argument for the validity of the public choice paradigm. Mary Reintsma s book reveals
how the outcome of any legislation is highly dependent on the input of interest groups and the
interactions of such groups with those responsible for passing the legislation. The Political Economy
of Welfare Reform in the United States will appeal to academics and researchers involved in public
sector economics, public choice theory and welfare economics reform.



  how the great society destroyed the american family: Taking America Back David Austin
Walsh, 2024-04-16 A provocative look at the relationship between the far right and the American
conservative movement from the 1930s to the end of the Cold War Since 2016, many commentators
have expressed shock at the so-called rise of the far right in America at the expense of “responsible”
and “respectable” conservatism. But is the far right an aberration in conservative politics? As David
Austin Walsh shows, the mainstream conservative movement and the far right have been intertwined
for nearly a century, and both were born out of a “right-wing popular front” linking racists,
anti-Semites, and fascists in a broad coalition opposed to socialism, communism, and New Deal
liberalism. Far from being outliers in the broader conservative coalition, these extremist elements
were foundational in the creation of a right‑wing political culture centered around shared political
enemies, a penchant for conspiracy theories, and a desire to restore America to its “authentic”
pre–New Deal values. The popular front included Merwin Hart, a New York business lobbyist active
in far-right circles who became a lobbyist for the Franco regime in Spain, the original “America
First” movement, the movement to prevent Jewish immigration to the United States after World War
II, the John Birch Society, the American Nazi Party, the George Wallace presidential campaign of
1968, the fight over the National Endowment for the Humanities, and Pat Buchanan’s support of
Nazi war criminal John Demjanjuk during the Reagan Administration. And connecting this disparate
coalition was William F. Buckley, Jr., the editor of National Review and America’s leading
“responsible conservative.&rdquo
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Critical Social Welfare Issues Arthur J
Katz, Abraham Lurie, Carlos Vidal, 2014-03-18 Critical Social Welfare Issues is a collection of
lectures by noted social welfare experts that addresses paramount issues facing society and
suggests recommendations for positive change. It is a useful handbook for social workers,
psychologists, educators, health professionals, and human service administrators and a valuable text
for students studying social welfare policy and social work in health care.The result of the
Distinguished Lecturers Series instituted at the State University of New York at Stony Brook,
Critical Social Welfare Issues brings nationally recognized and outstanding social work and allied
health care scholars and practitioners together for their views on topics such as: welfare reform and
homelessness in the U.S. crisis in child welfare and women as victims the changing structure of
African-American families the growing Hispanic population and the unique challenges they face
mandatory vs. voluntary HIV testing for newborns the infrastructure of the social work profession
the for-profit market system for social work and health care the future for health care professionals
de-professionalization in health care professionals and the political processAs the Editors explain,
Critical Social Welfare Issues addresses “the rapidly changing context in the various fields of
practice of professional social work and other health care areas. The crises that are identified are
newly emerging and part of a long historical process which has been exacerbated by current
political and economic changes and events. . . . The threat currently seems to be coming not only
from governmental political forces focused to tax reductions and right wing ideologies but for the
first time from the non-government sector, the for-profit market system which is projecting huge
profits from health care, education, and corrections among other social welfare arenas.”
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Family Values Melinda Cooper,
2017-06-02 An investigation of the roots of the alliance between free-market neoliberals and social
conservatives. Why was the discourse of family values so pivotal to the conservative and free-market
revolution of the 1980s and why has it continued to exert such a profound influence on American
political life? Why have free-market neoliberals so often made common cause with social
conservatives on the question of family, despite their differences on all other issues? In this book,
Melinda Cooper challenges the idea that neoliberalism privileges atomized individualism over
familial solidarities, and contractual freedom over inherited status. Delving into the history of the
American poor laws, she shows how the liberal ethos of personal responsibility was always
undergirded by a wider imperative of family responsibility and how this investment in kinship
obligations is recurrently facilitated the working relationship between free-market liberals and social



conservatives. Neoliberalism, she argues, must be understood as an effort to revive and extend the
poor law tradition in the contemporary idiom of household debt. As neoliberal policymakers imposed
cuts to health, education, and welfare budgets, they simultaneously identified the family as a
wholesale alternative to the twentieth-century welfare state. And as the responsibility for deficit
spending shifted from the state to the household, the private debt obligations of family were defined
as foundational to socioeconomic order. Despite their differences, neoliberals and social
conservatives were in agreement that the bonds of family needed to be encouraged—and at the limit
enforced—as a necessary counterpart to market freedom. In a series of case studies ranging from
Bill Clinton's welfare reform to the AIDS epidemic and from same-sex marriage to the student loan
crisis, Cooper explores the key policy contributions made by neoliberal economists and legal
theorists. Only by restoring the question of family to its central place in the neoliberal project, she
argues, can we make sense of the defining political alliance of our times, that between free-market
economics and social conservatism.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Never Enough Neil Gilbert,
2016-11-11 Never Enough challenges the prevailing assumptions about the decline of middle-class
prosperity, opportunity, and material well-being in the United States. In a careful reading of the
evidence and a critical analysis of its implications, Gilbert demonstrates the extent to which the
customary progressive claims about the severity of poverty, inequality, social mobility, and the
benefits of universalism not only distort the empirical reality of modern life in an era of abundance,
but confound efforts to help those most in need.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Without Justice For All Adolph Reed,
2018-02-12 Without Justice for All: The New Liberalism and Our Retreat from Racial Equality
questions, examines, and explains the way a new orthodoxy of American leaders has contributed to
the social stratification and inequality which plagues America today. By looking at the history of our
social policies since the New Deal, as well as the status of specific policy arenas, essayists show how
political shifts over the past fifty years have moved us away from a more egalitarian politics.
Throughout, the book responds critically to the now conventional argument that liberalism must be
reconfigured in ways that retreat from immediate identification with the interests of labor,
minorities, and the poor. From a look at federal housing policy and the failure of New Deal social
programs to an examination of long established public assistance programs and Affirmative Action,
Without Justice for All is a timely and important contribution to the dialogue on race in modern
America.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Congressional Record United States.
Congress, 2000 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of
the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional
Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates
and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in
Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Welfare's End Gwendolyn Mink,
2018-09-05 With her analysis of the thirty-year campaign to reform and ultimately to end welfare,
Gwendolyn Mink levels a searing indictment of anti-welfare politicians'assault on poor mothers. She
charges that the basic elements of the new welfare policy subordinate poor single mothers in a
separate system of law. Mink points to the racial, class, and gender biases of both liberals and
conservatives to explain the odd but sturdy consensus behind welfare reforms that force the poor
single mother to relinquish basic rights and compel her to find economic security in work outside the
home. Mink explores how and why we should cure the unique inequality of poor single mothers by
reorienting the emphasis of welfare policy away from regulating mothers to rewarding the work they
do. Every mother is a working mother, the bumper sticker proclaims, but the work mothers do pays
no wages. Mink argues that women's equality depends on economic support for caregivers'work.
Welfare's End challenges the ways in which policymakers define the problem they seek to cure.
While legislators assume that something is wrong with poor single mothers, Mink insists that



something is wrong with a system that invades their rights and negates their work. Showing how
welfare reform harms women, Mink invites the design of policies to promote gender justice.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: Myths about the Powerless Ali
Banuazizi, Michael Morris, Ramsay Liem, 1996
  how the great society destroyed the american family: No Right Turn David T.
Courtwright, 2011-02-01 Few question the “right turn” America took after 1966, when liberal
political power began to wane. But if they did, No Right Turn suggests, they might discover that all
was not really “right” with the conservative golden age. A provocative overview of a half century of
American politics, the book takes a hard look at the counterrevolutionary dreams of liberalism’s
enemies—to overturn people’s reliance on expanding government, reverse the moral and sexual
revolutions, and win the Culture War—and finds them largely unfulfilled. David Courtwright deftly
profiles celebrated and controversial figures, from Clare Boothe Luce, Barry Goldwater, and the
Kennedy brothers to Jerry Falwell, David Stockman, and Lee Atwater. He shows us Richard Nixon’s
keen talent for turning popular anxieties about morality and federal meddling to Republican
advantage—and his inability to translate this advantage into reactionary policies. Corporate
interests, boomer lifestyles, and the media weighed heavily against Nixon and his successors, who
placated their base with high-profile attacks on crime, drugs, and welfare dependency. Meanwhile,
religious conservatives floundered on abortion and school prayer, obscenity, gay rights, and
legalized vices like gambling, and fiscal conservatives watched in dismay as the bills mounted. We
see how President Reagan’s mélange of big government, strong defense, lower taxes, higher deficits,
mass imprisonment, and patriotic symbolism proved an illusory form of conservatism. Ultimately,
conservatives themselves rebelled against George W. Bush’s profligate brand of Reaganism.
Courtwright’s account is both surprising and compelling, a bracing argument against some of our
most cherished clichés about recent American history.
  how the great society destroyed the american family: American Burke Greg Weiner,
2016-08-12 Those who lament Washington's polarized politics will find both inspiration and even
hope in this first book to analyze the political thought of the scholar-statesman Daniel Patrick
Moynihan (1927-2003), who was eulogized by the Economist as a philosopher-politician-diplomat
who two centuries earlier would not have been out of place among the Founding Fathers. Identifies
the New Yorker as a Burkean liberal who believe that government does have an important role to
play yet while fully acknowledging its limitations and society's complexity.
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