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Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy: Unlocking Timeless Wisdom

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy represent a treasure trove for
anyone passionate about understanding the evolution of human thought. These
carefully curated editions bring together the works of some of the most
influential philosophers, providing readers with not only the original texts
but also insightful introductions, annotations, and contextual information.
Whether you're a student, a scholar, or simply a curious reader, exploring
these texts offers a unique window into the ideas that have shaped
civilizations across centuries.

What Makes Cambridge Texts in the History of
Philosophy Stand Out?

When diving into philosophical literature, accessibility and scholarly
precision are crucial. Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy are
renowned for balancing these two aspects meticulously. Unlike many other
collections, these editions strive to make classic philosophical writings
approachable without compromising on academic rigor.

Accessible Yet Scholarly Editions

Many philosophical works can be dense and challenging, especially for
newcomers. The Cambridge series often includes helpful introductions by
experts that set the scene—outlining the historical background, the main
arguments, and the significance of the texts. These introductions can clarify
complex ideas and guide readers through the nuances of each philosopher’s
thought.

Annotations and footnotes further assist in unraveling difficult passages,
explaining archaic language, or providing cross-references to related works.
This makes the series a great resource not only for self-study but also for
academic courses, where students benefit from having a reliable and
authoritative text.

Diverse Philosophical Traditions Covered

Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy cover a broad spectrum of
philosophical traditions and eras. From ancient Greek philosophy and medieval
scholasticism to early modern thinkers and up to the 20th century, the series
offers a panoramic view of Western philosophical development.

This diversity allows readers to trace the progression of key themes such as
metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, and political philosophy across different
periods. Moreover, the selection often includes lesser-known figures
alongside canonical philosophers, enriching the discourse and highlighting
alternative perspectives.



Why Study Philosophy Through Cambridge Texts?

Philosophy can sometimes feel abstract or disconnected from everyday life.
However, approaching these ideas through well-edited Cambridge texts helps
situate them firmly within their historical and cultural context, making them
more relatable and understandable.

Historical Context Enhances Understanding

Understanding the times in which a philosopher wrote is crucial to grasping
why their ideas emerged and why they mattered. Cambridge editions excel at
placing texts within their historical landscape. For example, when studying
Descartes, readers learn not just about his famous cogito argument, but also
about the scientific revolution and religious conflicts that influenced his
thought.

This context enriches the reading experience and fosters a deeper
appreciation of how philosophy evolves in response to societal changes,
scientific discoveries, and intellectual debates.

Critical Engagement and Dialogue

One of the joys of working through Cambridge texts is the invitation to
engage critically with primary sources. The series encourages readers to
question, compare, and reflect rather than passively absorb information. This
active engagement is vital for developing philosophical skills such as
argument analysis, logical reasoning, and conceptual clarity.

Moreover, many Cambridge volumes include selections from multiple thinkers
who addressed similar questions, allowing readers to witness philosophical
dialogue across time. This comparative approach highlights how ideas build
upon or react against one another, which is invaluable for anyone interested
in the dynamics of intellectual history.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of Cambridge
Texts in the History of Philosophy

Approaching philosophy can sometimes be intimidating, but a few strategies
can make your journey more rewarding when using Cambridge texts.

Start with the Introductions

Don’t skip the introductory essays. They’re designed to prepare you for the
text by outlining key themes and historical background. Even if you’re
already familiar with a philosopher, these introductions often include fresh
insights or contemporary interpretations that can deepen your understanding.



Take Your Time with Annotations

Pay close attention to footnotes and explanatory comments. These are not
distractions but tools to help you grasp difficult ideas or unfamiliar
references. Use them as mini-lessons that illuminate the text’s meaning.

Read Actively and Take Notes

Philosophy rewards active reading. Highlight passages that stand out, Jjot
down questions or counterarguments, and summarize key points in your own
words. This practice not only aids retention but also sharpens analytical
skills.

Compare Different Texts

If possible, read several Cambridge volumes that explore related topics or
periods. Seeing how different philosophers approach the same problems
enriches your perspective and highlights the evolution of philosophical
thought.

Examples of Influential Cambridge Texts

To give a clearer picture, here are a few notable Cambridge titles that have
been widely praised for their editorial quality and educational wvalue:

e Plato: Complete Works — An essential resource for anyone interested in
the foundations of Western philosophy, this volume offers a
comprehensive collection of Plato’s dialogues with scholarly commentary.

e Descartes: Selected Philosophical Writings - This collection captures
Descartes’ key contributions to epistemology and metaphysics,
contextualized by insightful introductions.

e Kant: Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics — A pivotal work that serves
as an accessible entry point into Kant’s complex critical philosophy.

e Medieval Philosophy: A Reader — Bringing together selections from

thinkers like Augustine, Aquinas, and Ockham, this reader highlights the
rich interplay between theology and philosophy in the Middle Ages.

FEach of these texts exemplifies the Cambridge commitment to clarity,
scholarly precision, and educational utility.

The Role of Cambridge Texts in Contemporary



Philosophy Education

In modern philosophy departments worldwide, Cambridge texts frequently serve
as the backbone of curricula. Their reliable translations and comprehensive
apparatus make them ideal for classroom discussion and essay writing.

Furthermore, the series helps bridge the gap between historical philosophy
and contemporary debates. By revisiting original texts, students gain
insights that inform current philosophical inquiries, whether in ethics,
political theory, or metaphysics.

In the digital age, many Cambridge texts are also available in e-book
formats, making them even more accessible to a global audience. This
accessibility fosters a renewed interest in classical philosophical works
outside traditional academic circles, encouraging lifelong learning.

Exploring philosophy through Cambridge texts is like having a knowledgeable
guide who not only presents the original voices but also explains their
relevance and challenges. It’s a journey through time, ideas, and cultures-—a
journey that continues to inspire and provoke thoughtful reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Cambridge Texts in the History of
Philosophy series?

The Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy is a series of books
published by Cambridge University Press that provide accessible editions of

primary philosophical texts along with introductions and notes, aimed at
students and general readers interested in the history of philosophy.

Who are some notable editors or contributors to the
Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy?

Notable editors and contributors include prominent scholars such as Richard
Sorabji, G.W. Knight, and Jonathan Barnes, who have helped curate and provide
scholarly commentary for texts in the series.

Which philosophical periods are covered in the
Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy?

The series covers a broad range of periods including ancient philosophy,
medieval philosophy, early modern philosophy, and modern philosophy,
featuring key figures from each era.

Are the Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy
suitable for beginners?
Yes, the series is designed to be accessible to beginners and students,

providing clear introductions, contextual information, and explanatory notes
to help readers understand complex philosophical texts.



How do the Cambridge Texts in the History of
Philosophy differ from other philosophy text
collections?

This series emphasizes providing reliable and scholarly editions of primary
texts with helpful introductions and annotations, focusing on historical
context and interpretation, which distinguishes it from collections that may
only offer translations or abridged versions.

Can I find translations in the Cambridge Texts in the
History of Philosophy?

Yes, many volumes in the series offer high-quality translations of original
philosophical works, often accompanied by the original language text or
detailed notes explaining translation choices.

Where can I purchase or access the Cambridge Texts in
the History of Philosophy?

The books can be purchased through Cambridge University Press's website,
major online retailers like Amazon, or found in university and public
libraries. Some volumes may also be available in digital formats or through
academic databases.

Are there any companion resources available for the
Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy?

Some volumes in the series come with supplementary materials such as
bibliographies, glossaries, and suggested further readings. Additionally,
instructors may find teaching guides or online resources linked to certain
texts through Cambridge University Press.

Additional Resources

**Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy: A Deep Dive into a Premier
Scholarly Resource*¥*

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy represent a cornerstone
collection for students, scholars, and enthusiasts dedicated to exploring
philosophical thought from antiquity to modern times. This series, published
by Cambridge University Press, offers meticulously edited primary texts
accompanied by critical introductions and annotations that contextualize the
works within their intellectual and historical milieus. As an indispensable
academic resource, these texts not only preserve the authenticity of original
philosophical writings but also enhance accessibility for contemporary
readers, making them a vital part of philosophical education and research
worldwide.

Exploring the Essence of Cambridge Texts in the



History of Philosophy

Cambridge texts in the history of philosophy are designed to bridge the gap
between dense original manuscripts and the modern reader’s need for clarity,
commentary, and critical insight. Unlike mere translations or collections,
this series emphasizes scholarly rigor, combining authoritative editions of
classical and modern philosophical works with comprehensive scholarly
apparatus. This dual focus ensures that readers not only engage with the
unfiltered ideas of philosophers such as Plato, Descartes, Kant, and
Nietzsche but also appreciate the broader philosophical debates and contexts
that shaped these writings.

One of the defining features of this series is its commitment to historical
accuracy and intellectual thoroughness. Each volume typically includes:

Careful translation by experts in the field

Extensive introductions that outline the philosophical significance and
historical background

Annotations elucidating difficult passages, terminology, and references

Bibliographies guiding further research

This methodology distinguishes Cambridge texts in the history of philosophy
from other collections, which might prioritize readability or abridgment over
scholarly depth.

The Role of Editorial Scholarship in Shaping the
Series

The academic credibility of Cambridge texts in the history of philosophy
largely stems from its editorial teams, often comprised of leading
philosophers and historians of philosophy. Their expertise ensures that the
texts are not only accurate translations but also reflect current scholarly
debates and interpretations. This dynamic editorial process involves
revisiting manuscripts, cross-referencing historical sources, and
incorporating recent philosophical scholarship to provide a nuanced
understanding of each text.

The editors’ introduction sections often serve as mini-monographs that
contextualize the philosopher’s work within their intellectual environment,
outlining influences, contemporary reception, and the text’s enduring impact.
This scholarly framing is invaluable for graduate students and researchers
seeking to situate primary texts within broader philosophical discourses.

Comparative Insight: Cambridge Texts Versus
Other Philosophical Anthologies

When evaluating cambridge texts in the history of philosophy alongside other



prominent philosophical anthologies, certain distinctions become clear. For
instance, collections like Oxford World's Classics or Hackett Publishing’s
philosophy series offer accessible versions of major works but often lack the
depth of annotation and editorial commentary found in Cambridge editions.

e Depth of Scholarship: Cambridge texts frequently provide more scholarly
apparatus, including critical essays and detailed footnotes that address
interpretive controversies.

e Historical Range: The series covers an extensive chronological span,
from Pre-Socratic fragments to 20th-century existentialism, offering a
comprehensive overview unmatched by many competitors.

e Target Audience: While other series may cater more to introductory
readers, Cambridge texts often assume some prior familiarity with
philosophical terminology and discourse, making them ideal for advanced
undergraduates, postgraduates, and academics.

However, this scholarly rigor can also be a double-edged sword. The detailed
commentaries and dense introductions, while invaluable for academic purposes,
might intimidate casual readers or those new to philosophy. Thus, the series
is best suited for serious study rather than light reading.

Notable Volumes and Their Impact

Several volumes within cambridge texts in the history of philosophy have
emerged as definitive editions for their respective subjects. For example:

1. Plato’s Republic - Edited with comprehensive notes elucidating Plato’s
political theory and metaphysical ideas, this edition is widely used in
university courses worldwide.

2. Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy - Known for its detailed
philosophical commentary, this edition situates Descartes’ skepticism
and rationalism within early modern philosophy’s broader debates.

3. Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason - Offering a rigorous translation paired
with extensive analysis of Kant’s epistemology, this text serves as a
primary reference for Kantian scholarship.

These editions exemplify the series’ commitment to blending textual fidelity
with interpretive clarity, helping readers navigate complex philosophical
arguments with greater ease.

The Educational and Research Value of Cambridge
Texts

In academic settings, cambridge texts in the history of philosophy play a
pivotal role. Universities frequently adopt these editions in philosophy



curricula due to their reliability and comprehensive scholarly support. The
series supports critical thinking by encouraging readers to engage directly
with original texts rather than relying solely on secondary interpretations.

Moreover, the inclusion of detailed bibliographies and cross-references
facilitates further research, making these volumes essential starting points
for theses, dissertations, and scholarly articles. For instructors, the well-
structured introductions and annotations provide ready-made teaching aids
that help clarify challenging concepts and historical contexts.

Digital Availability and Modern Adaptations

With the increasing digitization of academic resources, Cambridge University
Press has expanded the accessibility of cambridge texts in the history of
philosophy through e-books and online academic platforms. These digital
versions often include searchable text, integrated notes, and hyperlinks to
related works, enhancing usability for contemporary scholars who require
quick access and cross-referencing capabilities.

While some critics argue that digital formats can detract from the immersive
experience of reading physical books, the convenience and added
functionalities of online editions have undeniably broadened the reach of
these essential philosophical texts.

Challenges and Criticisms of the Series

Despite their prestige, Cambridge texts in the history of philosophy are not
without critiques. Some scholars point out that the series’ emphasis on
canonical philosophers may inadvertently marginalize non-Western or less
mainstream philosophical traditions. The focus tends to remain Eurocentric,
reflecting historical academic priorities but limiting exposure to a more
global philosophical landscape.

Additionally, the high price point of individual volumes can be prohibitive
for students and independent researchers, especially in developing countries.
While libraries and institutions typically provide access, this cost factor
can restrict the series’ accessibility to a broader audience.

Nevertheless, ongoing efforts by Cambridge University Press to diversify its
offerings and provide affordable digital editions suggest an awareness of
these challenges.

Future Prospects for Cambridge Texts in the History
of Philosophy

Looking ahead, the series is poised to maintain its status as an
authoritative resource for philosophical scholarship. The potential expansion
into underrepresented philosophical traditions, inclusion of more
interdisciplinary volumes, and enhanced digital integration are likely
avenues for development.

Furthermore, the increasing global interest in philosophy as a discipline



suggests that these texts will continue to attract a diverse readership,
prompting further editorial innovations that balance scholarly depth with
broader accessibility.

Cambridge texts in the history of philosophy stand out as a vital academic
tool, meticulously curated to preserve and elucidate the rich tapestry of
philosophical thought. Their ongoing evolution reflects both the demands of
rigorous scholarship and the shifting landscape of philosophical inquiry in
the 21st century.
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cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy
Friedrich Schleiermacher, 2002 Schleiermacher is known to English readers primarily as a
theologian and hermeneuticist, but many German scholars have argued that it is in fact his
philosophical work in ethics that constitutes his most outstanding intellectual achievement. This
edition also includes a historical and philosophical introduction and notes on further reading.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Nietzsche: The Anti-Christ, Ecce Homo,
Twilight of the Idols Aaron Ridley, 2005-10-27 Nietzsche's late works are brilliant and
uncompromising, and stand as monuments to his lucidity, rigor, and style. This volume combines, for
the first time in English, five of these works: The Antichrist, Ecce Homo, Twilight of the Idols,
Nietzsche contra Wagner, and The Case of Wagner. Nietzsche takes on some of his greatest
adversaries in these works: traditional religion, contemporary culture, and above all, his one-time
hero, Richard Wagner. His writing is simultaneously critical and creative, revealing his alternative
philosophical vision, which, after more than a hundred years, still retains its audacious originality.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Spinoza: Ethics Benedictus de Spinoza,
2018-07-12 A new, scholarly and accessible translation of this seventeenth-century philosophical
text, including an introduction, glossary and chronology.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Nietzsche's Renewal of Ancient Ethics Neil
Durrant, 2022-12-29 Nietzsche's Renewal of Ancient Ethics connects different strands in Nietzsche
studies to progress a unique interpretation of friendship in his writings. Exploring this alternative
approach to Nietzsche's ethics through the influence of ancient Greek ideals on his ideas, Neil
Durrant highlights the importance of contest for developing strong friendships. Durrant traces the
history of what Nietzsche termed a 'higher friendship' to the ancient Greek ideal of the Homeric
hero. In this kind of friendship, neither person attempts to tyrannize or dominate the other but
rather aims to promote the differences between them as a way of stimulating stronger and fiercer
contests. Through this exchange, they discover new heights-new standards of excellence-both for
themselves and for others. Durrant shows how the development of this approach to personal
relationships relied on Nietzsche rejecting the Christian ideals of love and compassion to build an
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ethics which incorporated aspects of evolutionary biology into the ancient Homeric ideals he was
himself wedded to. The resulting 'higher friendship' is strong enough to include not only love and
compassion, but also enmity and opposition, expanding our notion of what is good and ethical in the
process.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: SCM Core Text: Theological Hermeneutics
Alexander S. Jensen, 2013-02-11 This book introduces theological hermeneutics by giving a
historical account of the development of hermeneutical thinking. It defines hermeneutics as the
analysis of the obstacles to understanding. The history of hermeneutical thinking and responses to
obstacles is told here, beginning with the allegorical interpretation of myths in Hellenism through to
the contemporary view of the hermeneutical problem as universal. Following the opening chapters
on the history of hermeneutical thought, the book presents an overview of the various contemporary
hermeneutical schools of thought, and shows their rooted-ness in different parts of the
hermeneutical tradition. The focus is clearly on biblical interpretation however it does also take
account of developments outside the field of theology, as they influence the theological reflection on
the hermeneutical problem. The questions raised and the possible answers suggested in this volume
will be of interest to students of other disciplines, such as philosophy and literature.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Plato: Theaetetus and Sophist Plato,
2015-11-24 A new and lively translation of two Platonic dialogues widely read and discussed by
philosophers, with introduction and notes.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: The Aesthetics of Discipleship Adrian Coates,
2021-09-30 Discipleship is embodied. Formation in the Christian life is not an otherworldly exercise
but one that plays out in this world, interwoven with everyday sensory experience in ordinary life.
The Aesthetics of Discipleship explores this dynamic through Kierkegaard's framing of aesthetic
existence--the sensory experience of being in the moment--further developed by Bonhoeffer, as
operating within a realm of freedom, encompassing not only art but play, friendship, and cultural
formation. In addition to Kierkegaard and Bonhoeffer, the work of Iain McGilchrist, Graham Ward,
and Nicholas Wolterstorff is employed to offer a fresh perspective on discipleship, from below:
Everyday sensory experiences are integral not only to being human but to the practice of
discipleship, such that discipleship integrates aesthetic, ethical, and religious existence. Aesthetic
existence unhinged from a life of faith or fueled by distorted Christendom creates and sustains
aestheticized pseudorealities centered on the self. Mature aesthetic existence, however, anchored in
love for God, plays a fundamental role in the Christian life, both as the incarnational celebration of
being fully human, and also through the preconscious formation of imaginaries by which we live.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: SCM Core Text: Theological Hermeneutics
Alexander Jensen, 2007-06-28 This book introduces theological hermeneutics by giving a historical
account of the development of hermeneutical thinking. It defines hermeneutics as the analysis of the
obstacles to understanding. The history of hermeneutical thinking and responses to obstacles is told
here, beginning with the allegorical interpretation of myths in Hellenism through to the
contemporary view of the hermeneutical problem as universal. Following the opening chapters on
the history of hermeneutical thought, the book presents an overview of the various contemporary
hermeneutical schools of thought, and shows their rooted-ness in different parts of the
hermeneutical tradition. The focus is clearly on biblical interpretation however it does also take
account of developments outside the field of theology, as they influence the theological reflection on
the hermeneutical problem. The questions raised and the possible answers suggested in this volume
will be of interest to students of other disciplines, such as philosophy and literature.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: The Sole Fact of Pure Reason Deryck
Beyleveld, Marcus Duwell, 2020-10-26 This book presents a comprehensive analysis of Kant’s
justification of the categorical imperative. The book contests the standard interpretation of Kant’s
views by arguing that he never abandoned his view about this as expressed in his Groundwork. It is
distinctive in the way in which it places Kant’s argument in the context of his transcendental
philosophy as a whole, which is essential to understand it as an argument from within human



agential self-understanding. The book reviews that existing literature, then presents a logical
construction of Kant’s argument, which it defends by examining what Kant has to say about
synthetic a priori practical propositions in the context of his transcendental philosophy as a whole,
and by a detailed examination of how he presents his argument in the Second Critique and the
Groundwork. Particular attention is given to the views of two scholars who share many of the views
expressed in this book: Klaus Steigleder and Michael Wolff. Special attention is also given to the
views of Owen Ware, who, while sharing many of our arguments has a very different overall view.
The concluding chapter provides a statement about the validity of Kant’s argument.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Difficult Freedom and Radical Evil in Kant Joel
Madore, 2011-11-03 To speak of evil is to speak of a gap between what is and what should be. If
classical approaches to this problem often relied on a religious or metaphysical framework to
structure their response, Kant's answer is typically modern in that it places within the subject the
means of its own moral regeneration. And yet from his first essays on ethics to later, more rigorous
writings on the issue, Kant also admits an undeniable fallibility and inherent weakness to humanity.
This book explores this neglected existential side of Kant's work. It presents radical evil as
vacillating between tragic and freedom, at the threshold of humanity. Through it's careful exegesis
of the Kantian corpus, in gauging contemporary responses from both philosophical traditions, and by
drawing from concrete examples of evil, the book offers a novel and accessible account of what is
widely considered to be an intricate yet urgent problem of philosophy.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: The idea of freedom in Vargas Llosa's fiction
Friedrich Ahnert, 2023-10-04 Mario Vargas Llosa’s intellectual transformations, from socialism to
pragmatism, and liberalism, are reflected in his political and historical fiction. From Sartrean
anti-authoritarianism in La ciudad y los perros to an increasingly liberal world view in Cinco
esquinas, El héroe discreto, or Travesuras de la nifia mala, this monograph documents the Peruvian
Nobel Prize winner’s philosophical and literary journey.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: The Ethics of Superintelligent Design Paul
Golata, 2018-03-07 Artificial intelligence (AI) permeates Google searches, the personal assistants in
our smartphones, and is all over our newsfeeds. Watson’s machine learning has already started to
revolutionize many important industries including oncology, law, finance, and entertainment. The
idea that man is about to increase his immediate surroundings with exponential gains in the level of
intelligence over the coming generations is based upon a technological revolution and the potential
for artificial superintelligence (ASI). It is within this context that there is a prevailing need for a
discussion of its ethical implications. As a Christian ethicist, Paul Golata believes that the need for
this conversation to be informed by Christian principles is imperative. ASI is a move toward the
proper handling of information. However, how a society interprets and applies this information is
actually more pertinent than the raw amount of information it possesses. This important ethical
conversation is being led by humanistic thinkers who assume that all of reality is just matter in
motion and that mind is nothing more than electrochemical activity in the “wetware” of human
brains. The Ethics of Superintelligent Design critically examines and challenges some of the most
important trajectories of ASI while upholding the authority and inerrancy of the Bible, the
supernatural creation account, a realistic view of the state of humanity, and biblical ethics.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Consciousness Is Motor Alexander Mugar
Klein, 2025 Why are we conscious? What role did this mental trait evolve to play in modulating
behavior? Or is consciousness just an epiphenomenon, a useless byproduct of otherwise
self-sufficient brain activity? This book offers a historical approach to these philosophical questions.
It contextualizes and philosophically analyzes William James's long-overlooked work on
consciousness. James's old work on consciousness is in effect discarded science-but the book shows
that discarded science can yield surprising insights on issues that are still being debated today.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Destiny Domesticated Jos de Mul, 2014-01-30
Destiny Domesticated investigates three ways Western civilization has tried to tame fate: the heroic
affirmation of fate in the tragic culture of the Greeks, the humble acceptance of divine providence in




Christianity, and the abolition of fate in modern technological society. Against this background, Jos
de Mul argues that the uncontrollability of technology introduces its own tragic dimension to our
culture. Considering a range of literary texts and contemporary events, and drawing on twenty-five
centuries of tragedy interpretation from philosophers such as Aristotle, Hegel, Nietzsche, and
Heidegger, literary critics George Steiner and Terry Eagleton, and others, de Mul articulates a
contemporary perspective on the tragic, shedding new light on philosophical topics such as free will,
determinism, and the contingency of life.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Tax Law, Religion, and Justice Allen
Calhoun, 2021-03-08 This book asks why tax policy is both attracted to and repelled by the idea of
justice. Accepting the invitation of economist Henry Simons to acknowledge that tax justice is a
theological concept, the work explores theological doctrines of taxation to answer the presenting
question. The overall message of the book is that taxation is an instrument of justice, but only when
taxes take into account multiple goods in society: the requirements of the government, the property
rights of society’s members, and the material needs of the poor. It is argued that this answer to the
presenting question is a theological and ethical answer in that it derives from the insistence of
Christian thinkers that tax policy take into account material human need (necessitas). Without the
necessitas component of the tax balance, tax systems end up honoring only one of the three
components of the tax equation and cease to reflect a coherent idea of justice. The book will be of
interest to academics and researchers working in the areas of tax law, economics, theology, and
history.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: The Blackwell Companion to
Nineteenth-Century Theology David Fergusson, 2010-03-18 Bringing together a collection of
essays by prominentscholars, The Blackwell Companion to Nineteenth CenturyTheology presents a
comprehensive account of the mostsignificant theological figures, movements, and developments
ofthought that emerged in Europe and America during the nineteenthcentury. Representing the
most up-to-date theological research, thisnew reference work offers an engaging and illuminating
overview ofa period whose forceful ideas continue to live on in contemporarytheology A new
reference work providing a comprehensive account of themost significant theological figures and
developments of thoughtthat emerged in Europe and America during the nineteenthcentury Brings
together newly-commissioned research from prominentinternational Biblical scholars, historians,
and theologians,covering the key thinkers, confessional traditions, and majorreligious movements of
the period Ensures a balanced, ecumenical viewpoint, with essays coveringCatholic, Russian, and
Protestant theologies Includes analysis of such prominent thinkers as Kant andKierkegaard, the
influence and authority of Darwin and the naturalsciences on theology, and debates the role and
enduring influenceof the nineteenth century “anti-theologians”

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Bourgeois Christians C. Ashley Royal,
2025-01-16 Bourgeois Christians: Worldly Evangelicals and the Paradoxes of Paganism is a
historical, philosophical, sociological, and theological critique of Evangelicalism. It combines biblical
texts with ideas from existentialism and phenomenology, philosophers like Alasdair MacIntyre and
Charles Taylor, and theologians like John Calvin and ]J. I. Packer. It shows how pagan cultural forces
divert Evangelicals from serving God in the name of God. This is a paradox. It also deals with
Christian ethics, especially the duty to love your neighbor. It describes the worldliness of the
evangelical church. The book also shows how paganism influences many Evangelicals and how they
like that influence. Indeed, paganism thrives in many evangelical churches, hiding in denominational
traditions, evangelistic techniques, and therapeutic teaching, resulting in a moralistic, therapeutic
theism. Many Evangelicals, those I call bourgeois Christians, live an average kind of Christian life
that is merely Christianish. I show the way out of this weak Christianity and into an embodied and
embedded faith that focuses on neighbors rather than the culture’s self-centered individualism. The
book emphasizes loving action, not just a religion of the mind, and shows how much evangelical
piety is populist—a comfortable religion that Americans want.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Divine Action, Determinism, and the Laws



of Nature Jeffrey Koperski, 2019-11-28 A longstanding question at the intersection of science,
philosophy, and theology is how God might act, or not, when governing the universe. Many believe
that determinism would prevent God from acting at all, since to do so would require violating the
laws of nature. However, when a robust view of these laws is coupled with the kind of determinism
now used in dynamics, a new model of divine action emerges. This book presents a new approach to
divine action beyond the current focus on quantum mechanics and esoteric gaps in the causal order.
It bases this approach on two general points. First, that there are laws of nature is not merely a
metaphor. Second, laws and physical determinism are now understood in mathematically precise
ways that have important implications for metaphysics. The explication of these two claims shows
not only that nonviolationist divine action is possible, but there is considerably more freedom
available for God to act than current models allow. By bringing a philosophical perspective to an
issue often dominated by theologians and scientists, this text redresses an imbalance in the
discussion around divine action. It will, therefore, be of keen interest to scholars of Philosophy and
Religion, the Philosophy of Science, and Theology.

cambridge texts in the history of philosophy: Identity and Difference Rafael Winkler,
2017-01-10 This book provides a persuasive account of how identity and difference factor in the
debate on the self in the humanities. It explores this topic by applying the question to fields such as
philosophy, cultural studies, politics and race studies. Key themes discussed in this collection
include authenticity in Michel de Montaigne’s essays, the limits of the narrative constitution of the
self, the use and abuse of the notion of human nature in political theory and in the current political
context of multiculturalism, and the feminist notion of the erotic and of sexual violence. This book
will appeal to readers with an interest in new perspectives on the self within the humanities.
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