fist of the blue sky anime

Fist of the Blue Sky Anime: A Deep Dive into the Prequel of a Martial Arts Classic

fist of the blue sky anime stands as a compelling prequel to the legendary Fist of the
North Star series, captivating fans with its intense martial arts action, rich storytelling,
and historical backdrop. For those who have enjoyed the original saga or are simply
intrigued by anime that blends action with cultural nuance, Fist of the Blue Sky offers an
engaging exploration of themes like honor, power, and survival.

What Is Fist of the Blue Sky Anime?

Fist of the Blue Sky, known in Japan as "Soten no Ken," is an anime adaptation based on
the manga created by Tetsuo Hara and Buronson, the same duo behind Fist of the North
Star. The story is set in 1930s Shanghai, a tumultuous period marked by political unrest
and cultural clashes. Unlike its post-apocalyptic sequel, this anime dives into a more
grounded yet equally intense narrative focusing on martial arts and the personal journey
of its protagonist.

The Storyline and Setting

The anime follows Kenshiro Kasumi, the predecessor of Kenshiro from Fist of the North
Star. Known as the "Successor of Hokuto Shinken," Kenshiro Kasumi is a martial artist
who navigates the dangerous underworld of Shanghai. The city itself is almost a character,
with its bustling streets, gang conflicts, and the looming threat of Japanese occupation
shaping the narrative’s tension.

This unique period setting differentiates Fist of the Blue Sky from many other martial arts
anime by incorporating historical elements that deepen the story’s realism. The anime

intertwines Kenshiro’s personal battles with broader themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the
quest for justice in a morally complex world.

Why Fist of the Blue Sky Anime Stands Out

While many martial arts anime focus solely on flashy fight scenes, Fist of the Blue Sky
balances intense action with character development and a richly textured environment.
Here are some aspects that make it a must-watch:

1. Rich Historical Context

Set during a volatile era in Shanghai's history, the anime offers viewers a glimpse into the



geopolitical climate of the 1930s. The presence of various factions, including Chinese
gangs, Japanese forces, and Western influences, creates a multi-layered backdrop that
adds depth to the narrative.

2. Complex Characters and Relationships

Kenshiro Kasumi isn't just a martial artist; he's a man with a past filled with pain and
secrets. The anime explores his relationships with friends, foes, and family, adding
emotional weight to the story. Unlike typical one-dimensional fighters, the characters in
Fist of the Blue Sky display vulnerability and growth.

3. Unique Martial Arts Style

The Hokuto Shinken style, central to both Fist of the North Star and Fist of the Blue Sky,
is portrayed with great attention to detail. The animation captures the precision and
power of the moves, making fight scenes thrilling while maintaining authenticity.

Animation and Soundtrack: Bringing the Era to
Life

The visual style of Fist of the Blue Sky anime embraces a darker, more mature tone
compared to many contemporary series. The character designs reflect the gritty
atmosphere of 1930s Shanghai, with detailed backgrounds showcasing neon-lit streets,
smoky bars, and chaotic alleyways.

The soundtrack complements this mood perfectly, combining traditional Asian instruments
with modern orchestration. The music intensifies the emotional scenes and heightens the
suspense during battles, enriching the overall viewing experience.

Voice Acting and Localization

Both the original Japanese voice cast and the English dub bring the characters to life with

passionate performances. The voice actors capture the emotional range of the characters,

from Kenshiro’s stoic resolve to moments of vulnerability and rage. For international fans,

the availability of subtitles and dubs makes the anime accessible without losing its original
charm.

Fist of the Blue Sky Anime vs. Fist of the North



Star

Fans often compare these two series, given their shared universe and martial arts lineage.
While Fist of the North Star is set in a dystopian future with exaggerated violence and
mythic storytelling, Fist of the Blue Sky grounds itself in historical reality with a more
nuanced narrative.

e Setting: Post-apocalyptic world vs. 1930s Shanghai
e Tone: Over-the-top action vs. gritty drama
e Protagonist: Kenshiro (North Star) vs. Kenshiro Kasumi (Blue Sky)

e Themes: Survival and justice vs. honor and legacy

Both series excel in their own right, but Fist of the Blue Sky appeals to those who
appreciate martial arts anime with historical depth and emotional complexity.

Where to Watch Fist of the Blue Sky Anime

For viewers interested in experiencing the series, Fist of the Blue Sky is available on
various streaming platforms, depending on your region. Services specializing in anime
often include it in their catalog, sometimes alongside its sequel, Fist of the North Star.
Additionally, DVDs and Blu-rays offer high-quality versions for collectors.

Tips for New Viewers

- Consider watching Fist of the Blue Sky before Fist of the North Star to follow the
chronological story of the Kenshiro lineage.

- Pay attention to the historical references, which enhance understanding of character
motivations and plot developments.

- Enjoy the martial arts choreography, which serves as both entertainment and a window
into traditional fighting styles.

The Legacy and Impact of Fist of the Blue Sky
Anime

Though not as universally famous as its successor, Fist of the Blue Sky has carved out a
loyal fanbase. Its contribution to the genre lies in expanding the Fist of the North Star
universe and providing a fresh perspective on martial arts storytelling. The anime’s blend



of history, action, and drama has inspired other creators to explore similar themes in their
works.

Moreover, the anime has sparked discussions about the portrayal of East Asian history and
culture in animation, encouraging viewers to appreciate the complexity behind the
characters' struggles and the era’s challenges.

Exploring Fist of the Blue Sky is an excellent way to dive deeper into martial arts anime
that goes beyond surface-level fight scenes. Its commitment to storytelling, character
development, and atmospheric setting makes it a rewarding watch for fans old and new
alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Fist of the Blue Sky' anime about?

'Fist of the Blue Sky' is a prequel to the classic series 'Fist of the North Star,' set in 1930s
Shanghai. It follows Kenshiro Kasumi, the previous successor of the Hokuto Shinken
martial art, as he battles various enemies and uncovers dark conspiracies.

How is 'Fist of the Blue Sky' connected to 'Fist of the
North Star'?

'Fist of the Blue Sky' is a prequel that explores the story of Kenshiro Kasumi, the
predecessor of Kenshiro from 'Fist of the North Star.' It provides background on the
Hokuto Shinken martial art and its legacy before the events of the original series.

Who is the main protagonist in 'Fist of the Blue Sky'?

The main protagonist of 'Fist of the Blue Sky' is Kenshiro Kasumi, also known as the 64th
successor of the Hokuto Shinken martial art. He is a powerful martial artist living in
Shanghai during the 1930s.

Where can I watch 'Fist of the Blue Sky' anime?

'Fist of the Blue Sky' can be streamed on various anime platforms depending on your
region, such as Crunchyroll, Funimation, or other licensed streaming services. Availability
may vary, so checking local providers or official anime streaming sites is recommended.

Does 'Fist of the Blue Sky' anime have multiple seasons
or adaptations?

Yes, 'Fist of the Blue Sky' has an original anime series that aired in 2006-2007 and a
sequel series titled 'Fist of the Blue Sky: Regenesis' which started in 2018. Both explore
different aspects of Kenshiro Kasumi's story and the world of Hokuto Shinken.



Additional Resources
Fist of the Blue Sky Anime: A Deep Dive into the Prequel of a Martial Arts Classic

fist of the blue sky anime stands as a notable extension of the legacy created by the
original Fist of the North Star series. As a prequel, it offers both longtime fans and
newcomers a fresh perspective on the famed martial arts universe. Set in the turbulent era
of 1930s Shanghai, the anime explores the origins of Kenshiro Kasumi, the predecessor to
the iconic Kenshiro of Fist of the North Star. This article delves into the nuances of the
series, examining its thematic depth, animation quality, narrative structure, and its place
within the broader genre of martial arts anime.

Historical Context and Setting

One of the defining features of fist of the blue sky anime is its unique historical backdrop.
Unlike many martial arts anime set in dystopian futures or fantastical realms, this series
situates itself in a gritty, semi-historical Shanghai during the pre-World War II era. This
setting enriches the narrative by blending real-world political tensions with the stylized
combat and mysticism typical of the franchise.

The choice of 1930s Shanghai allows the anime to explore complex themes such as
colonialism, organized crime, and cultural conflict. Kenshiro Kasumi’s interactions with
various factions, including triads and foreign agents, add layers of intrigue uncommon in
typical martial arts stories. This grounding in a real historical period helps anchor the
fantastical elements of the martial arts techniques and secret fighting styles depicted in
the show.

Character Development and Narrative Structure

At the heart of fist of the blue sky anime is Kenshiro Kasumi, the enigmatic protagonist
whose journey forms the series’ emotional core. Unlike his successor in Fist of the North
Star, this Kenshiro is portrayed as a more complex figure, grappling with personal loss,
honor, and loyalty amid chaotic surroundings. The narrative structure balances episodic
fight sequences with long-term character arcs, allowing viewers to witness Kenshiro’s
transformation over time.

Supporting characters also receive considerable development, with intricate motivations
and backstories that contribute to the narrative’s richness. Female characters, in
particular, are portrayed with more agency than is often typical in the genre, adding depth
to interpersonal dynamics. The series carefully avoids one-dimensional portrayals,
creating a more immersive and believable world.

Storytelling and Pacing

The storytelling in fist of the blue sky anime employs a measured pace, interspersing



intense action scenes with moments of quiet reflection and political maneuvering. This
approach contrasts with more action-heavy anime, where fight scenes dominate at the
expense of plot progression. While some viewers may find the pacing slower than
expected, it ultimately provides a more nuanced experience.

The series also uses flashbacks and parallel storylines effectively, gradually revealing
character motivations and historical context. This layered storytelling technique adds
complexity and encourages viewers to engage critically with the unfolding drama.

Visual Presentation and Animation Quality

From an animation standpoint, fist of the blue sky anime presents a mixed but generally
positive picture. The series showcases detailed character designs that reflect the 1930s
fashion and cultural influences of Shanghai, contributing to the immersive atmosphere.
The backgrounds and settings are richly illustrated, capturing the urban landscape with a
blend of realism and stylization.

However, the animation quality varies throughout the series. While fight scenes often
benefit from dynamic choreography and fluid motion, some episodes exhibit
inconsistencies in frame rate and detail. This disparity can affect viewer immersion but
does not detract significantly from the overall visual appeal.

Color palettes in the anime lean towards muted tones, emphasizing the gritty and
sometimes somber mood of the era. This choice aligns well with the thematic focus on
conflict and survival, reinforcing the narrative’s emotional undertones.

Martial Arts and Combat Choreography

As expected from a martial arts anime, combat sequences are central to fist of the blue sky
anime’s appeal. The series features a variety of fighting styles, many rooted in traditional
Chinese martial arts, which adds authenticity and variety to the battles. Kenshiro Kasumi’s
mastery of Hokuto Shinken is depicted with a balance of mysticism and martial realism,
maintaining continuity with the original Fist of the North Star mythos.

The choreography often highlights strategic thinking and precision rather than sheer
brute force, setting the series apart from more straightforward brawling-centric shows.
This emphasis on technique and discipline reflects the historical and cultural setting,
enhancing the plausibility of the fights.

Comparison with Fist of the North Star

In comparing fist of the blue sky anime to its more famous predecessor, several
distinctions emerge. While Fist of the North Star is renowned for its post-apocalyptic
setting and hyper-violent style, fist of the blue sky anime opts for a more grounded and
historically informed narrative. This shift affects tone, pacing, and thematic exploration.



Fans of the original may appreciate the deeper character exploration and political intrigue
present in the prequel, though some might miss the raw intensity and iconic catchphrases
that defined Fist of the North Star. Additionally, the prequel’s focus on a different
protagonist introduces fresh dynamics and challenges, broadening the franchise’s scope.

Strengths and Weaknesses

e Strengths: Rich historical setting, complex characters, authentic martial arts
choreography, and thoughtful storytelling.

* Weaknesses: Variable animation quality, slower pacing, and occasional narrative
convolution which may not appeal to all viewers.

Legacy and Influence within the Anime
Community

Since its release, fist of the blue sky anime has garnered a dedicated following,
particularly among fans of classic martial arts anime and those interested in historical
narratives. Its commitment to blending martial arts action with a nuanced portrayal of
1930s Shanghai distinguishes it within the genre.

While it may not have achieved the widespread acclaim of Fist of the North Star, it has
nonetheless contributed to the ongoing popularity of Hokuto Shinken lore and inspired
discussions around the portrayal of history and culture in anime. The series also paved the
way for subsequent adaptations and spin-offs, reinforcing the franchise’s enduring
relevance.

Availability and Viewing Options

For those interested in exploring fist of the blue sky anime, the series is accessible
through various streaming platforms specializing in anime content. Availability may vary
by region, but official releases often include English subtitles and, in some cases, dubbed
versions. Collectors can also find DVD and Blu-ray editions, which occasionally feature
bonus materials such as interviews and artwork galleries.

When seeking out the anime, viewers should consider watching the original Fist of the
North Star series first to fully appreciate the prequel’s references and character lineage.

In summary, fist of the blue sky anime offers a distinctive take on martial arts storytelling
by immersing its audience in a historically rich and character-driven narrative. Its blend of



action, political drama, and period detail provides an engaging experience that
complements the legacy of its predecessor. While it may require patience to navigate its
slower pacing and occasional animation inconsistencies, the series rewards viewers with a
deeper understanding of the Hokuto Shinken tradition and an evocative glimpse into a
turbulent era.
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fist of the blue sky anime: The Anime Encyclopedia, 3rd Revised Edition Jonathan
Clements, Helen McCarthy, 2015-02-09 Impressive, exhaustive, labyrinthine, and obsessive—The
Anime Encyclopedia is an astonishing piece of work.—Neil Gaiman Over one thousand new entries . .
. over four thousand updates . . . over one million words. . . This third edition of the landmark
reference work has six additional years of information on Japanese animation, its practitioners and
products, plus incisive thematic entries on anime history and culture. With credits, links,
cross-references, and content advisories for parents and libraries. Jonathan Clements has been an
editor of Manga Max and a contributing editor of Newtype USA. Helen McCarthy was founding
editor of Anime UK and editor of Manga Mania.

fist of the blue sky anime: The Anime Companion 2 Gilles Poitras, 2005-06-01 Become an
expert on cultural details commonly seen in Japanese animation, movies, comics and TV shows.

fist of the blue sky anime: The Anime Encyclopedia Jonathan Clements, Helen McCarthy,
2006 An encyclopedia of Japanese animation and comics made since 1917.

fist of the blue sky anime: The Rough Guide to Manga Jason S. Yadao, 2009-10-01 The Rough
Guide to Manga is the ultimate handbook offering a comprehensive overview of one of the most
fashionable genre's in today's popular culture. The guide features the manga story: from manga's
twelfth-century roots to the rise of English-language manga with profiles of influential creators like
Leiji Matsumoto and CLAMP as well as publishers to look out for. You'll find an overview of manga's
unique styles, techniques and genres decoded as well as a canon of fifty must-read manga, including
the iconic Astro Boy, global hits Fruits Basket and Battle Royale, plus less well-known works like
Please Save My Earth. The Rough Guide to Manga demystifies unfamiliar terms and genres for
newcomers whilst offering manga fans plenty of new recommendations including listings for manga
magazines and websites along with a glossary of terms. Crammed with illustrations, and including a
section on the anime connection, this is must-have Manga for beginners and enthusiasts alike.

fist of the blue sky anime: Manga For Dummies Kensuke Okabayashi, 2024-11-18 Get
started with the powerful visual language and storytelling medium that is manga Manga is a unique
style of drawing. It's also a great way to make topics like history and politics appealing to a wide
audience. Manga For Dummies teaches you the basics of drawing in the manga style. This
step-by-step guide shows you how to apply the basic rules of manga figure drawing, whether you're
a complete beginner or a professional artist. You'll learn how to create manga characters, from
rough sketch through final rendering. Simple drawing exercises help you build and develop your
skills. Plus, you can add interest and depth to your drawings with ideas and techniques from a
manga pro. This book also covers how to create scripts and storyboards, so you can tell a great
manga story from start to finish. Gather the tools you'll need—including the latest digital illustration
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tools Learn what makes manga drawing different from other illustration styles Create compelling
characters, storylines, and visual settings Share your creations and be a part of the manga
community on social media If you're a fan of manga and other graphic arts and would like to start
drawing your own characters and stories, this is the Dummies guide for you. Designers, artists, and
writers of all skill levels are welcome!

fist of the blue sky anime: Obituaries in the Performing Arts, 2019 Harris M. Lentz I,
2020-10-28 The entertainment world lost many notable talents in 2019, including television icon
Doris Day, iconic novelist Toni Morrison, groundbreaking director John Singleton, Broadway starlet
Carol Channing and lovable Star Wars actor Peter Mayhew. Obituaries of actors, filmmakers,
musicians, producers, dancers, composers, writers, animals and others associated with the
performing arts who died in 2019 are included in this edition. Date, place and cause of death are
provided for each, along with a career recap and a photograph. Filmographies are given for film and
television performers.

fist of the blue sky anime: [J[J[] Masanao Amano, Julius Wiedemann, 2004 Illustrates the work
of 150 manga artists.

fist of the blue sky anime: Giant Robot , 2002

fist of the blue sky anime: 100 Manga Artists Masanao Amano, 2017 Since the original
TASCHEN edition of Manga Design, Japan's comic phenomenon has produced yet more captivating
characters and a whole host of hot new talents. This revised and updated edition delivers the
lowdown on the latest and the greatest makers and shapers of the manga scene. Through an A-Z
directory, we discover the superstars-both human and fictional-of what is now a vast global industry,
inspiring advertisers, filmmakers, creative professionals, millions of avid fans, not to mention an
entire cosplay lifestyle, in which manga devotees in elaborate costume meet to celebrate the
existence of their characters at huge conventions from Los Angeles to Leipzig. From classic
maestros-like Osamu Tezuka (creator of Astro Boy) and Katsuhiro Otomo (creator of Akira)-to
newcomers such as Hajime Isayama, each entry includes biographical and bibliographical
information, descriptions of main characters, and, of course, plenty of examples of the artist's finest
manga spreads and covers.

fist of the blue sky anime: My Status as an Assassin Obviously Exceeds the Hero's (Light
Novel) Vol. 4 Matsuri Akai, Tozai, 2022-03-24 After exposing the nefarious plot behind the beauty
pageant, Akira and his companions follow the hero's party to the fearsome Forest of Demise. There,
a little lady blocks their path with an unusual weapon--a deadly robot! She won't let them through
without a fight, but they'll need her help if they want to enter the demons' domain. Are Akira and his
friends up for the challenge?

fist of the blue sky anime: Obituaries in the Performing Arts, 2017 Harris M. Lentz III,
2018-05-03 The entertainment world lost many notable talents in 2017, including iconic character
actor Harry Dean Stanton, comedians Jerry Lewis and Dick Gregory, country singer Glen Campbell,
playwright Sam Shepard and actor-singer Jim Nabors. Obituaries of actors, filmmakers, musicians,
producers, dancers, composers, writers, animals and others associated with the performing arts who
died in 2017 are included. Date, place and cause of death are provided for each, along with a career
recap and a photograph. Filmographies are given for film and television performers.

fist of the blue sky anime: Outbreak Company: Volume 13 Ichiro Sakaki, 2020-03-28 THE
ARMOR THEY FALL... On the other side of a wormhole connected to Japan is a fantasy world called
the Holy Eldant Empire. Shinichi, your average otaku, is General Manager of Amutech, a company
established to foster cultural exchange (otaku culture, that is!) with said fantasy world. The whole
setup seems pretty sweet, until Shinichi finds himself caught up in the Eldant Empirea[][Js plan to
develop a new weapon! In order to resist the mind-control magic the Kingdom of Zwelberich is so
good at, the knight Garius digs deep in the forgotten chambers of Eldant Castle and brings forth
something that hasna[]Jt been seen in ages: the Forbidden Armor. He takes it to Shinichia[J]s
mansion to get his opinion, but wouldna[JJt you know it? Myusel, Elvia, and Petralka all manage to
get in trouble with the armor and call down the very worst of curses! Shinichi has seen a lot of



craziness in his time in Eldant, but never anything quite like this! Can he possibly copea[J[jlet alone
make things right? And hold on a seconda[]} Doesna[]Jt that Forbidden Armor look strangely
familiar?

fist of the blue sky anime: Anime Interviews Trish Ledoux, 1997-09-22 In this book, the first
collection of its kind, you will hear insights directly from the mouths and minds of the anime and
manga creators themselves, in interviews with are often the only ones on record in English. some of
these creators are larger-than-life legends in their native Japan, some are up-and-coming young
talents, but all have a lot to say on the subject of their work.

fist of the blue sky anime: Crimson Son 2: Motherland Russ Linton, 2017-06-27 All Spencer
wanted was a normal life. College, a job, maybe even a research fellowship which culminated in
finding a way to free his mother from the psychic snow globe where he last saw her. Okay, so as the
powerless son of the world's most powerful Augment, maybe normal is too much to ask for.
Spencer's soon sucked back into his father's world of weaponized humans by his best friend, Eric,
and the Crimson Mask himself. The battle this time isn't with a psychotic robot builder, but with an
enemy whose vision of the future is as infectious as the computerized plague set to deliver it. Hound,
Ember, Polybius, Aurora, and Danger join the Crimson Mask alongside Spencer and Eric as they try
to control the aftermath of Killcreek's destruction. Augments long forgotten have emerged with their
powers amplified. And with them, a reminder of Spencer's greatest loss.

fist of the blue sky anime: 500 Essential Anime Movies Helen McCarthy, 2008 This visual
handbook covers the most compelling films of the genre, including science fiction, historical fiction,
fantasy, fairytales, romance, myster, horror, and more. In assessing the worth of each film it
evaluates complex characters, engaging storylines, and creativity. This compilation showcases the
most memorable and unusual anime films available in English--Publisher's blurb

fist of the blue sky anime: Tricked Kevin Hearne, 2012-04-24 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER ¢ In the fourth novel of the Iron Druid Chronicles, two-thousand-year-old Druid Atticus
O’Sullivan must pay his debts to cunning trickster god Coyote, a task that includes battling undead
creatures of the night as well as a relentless hound of Hel and the goddess of death who commands
it. “[Kevin] Hearne is a terrific storyteller with a great snarky wit. . . . Neil Gaiman’s American Gods
meets Jim Butcher’s Harry Dresden.”—SFFWorld Cutting a deal with a trickster god rarely goes well
for any human brave or foolish enough to try it, but Atticus doesn’t feel like he has a choice. With
members of the Norse pantheon out for his blood, he can’t train his apprentice in peace, so he asks
Coyote to help him fake his own death. The cost, however, might wind up being every bit as high as
if he’d made no deal at all. There are things hiding in the Arizona desert that don’t want any
company, and Coyote makes sure they know Atticus has arrived. And then there's the hound of Hel,
Garm, who's terribly difficult to shake and not at all convinced that Atticus is dead. Being tricked by
a trickster is par for the course. But it’s the betrayal from someone he thought was a friend that
shakes Atticus to the core and places his life in jeopardy. The real trick, he discovers, might be
surviving his own faked death. Includes Kevin Hearne’s novella “Two Ravens and One Crow” Don't
miss any of The Iron Druid Chronicles: HOUNDED | HEXED | HAMMERED | TRICKED | TRAPPED |
HUNTED | SHATTERED | STAKED | SCOURGED | BESIEGED

fist of the blue sky anime: Mr. Wicker Maria Alexander, 2019-01-15 Alicia Baum is missing a
deadly childhood memory. Located beyond life, The Library of Lost Childhood Memories holds the
answer. But the Librarian is Mr. Wicker—a seductive yet sinister creature with an unthinkable past
and an agenda just as lethal. When Alicia meets a child psychiatrist investigating the phenomenon of
Mr. Wicker in his small sleeping patients, it stirs a storm of supernatural activity in both the hospital
and Alicia's heart. Get swept up in the mystery, the history, and the dark romance of the world's
most wicked library with MR. WICKER. WINNER, 2014 Bram Stoker Award for Superior
Achievement in a First Novel From Publishers Weekly Convincing in its haunting whimsy,
Alexander's emotionally complex faerie tale comments on grim reality with chilling metaphors. . .
Alexander (By the Pricking) makes the impossible feel probable, anchoring fantasy in everyday
struggles. Alicia's spitfire defiance and charming vulnerability, and the eventual romance between



her and Dr. Farron, inject warmth into chilling encounters between a world that shouldn't exist and
undependable reality. Illness, loss, and heartache color this splendid, bittersweet ode to the ghosts
of childhood. From Library Journal Starred Review, Debut of the Month ...the fantastic premise of
memories so terrible they need to be excised and hidden away makes this a horror novel to
anticipate. Suicide, love, lust, lost dreams and twisted purgatories...Maria Alexander's Mr. Wicker is
an original, crafted of startling images and darkly poetic language. Eerily effective. --Steven Barnes,
author of Lion's Blood Elegant chills, genuine awe, and true tragedy are all ingredients in the spell
cast by Maria Alexander's Mr. Wicker. Anyone who has encountered Maria's short stories surely
expects her first novel to be extraordinary, and she doesn't disappoint. Mr. Wicker is rich, lovely,
and deeply unnerving. --Lisa Morton, author of Maledictionand Trick or Treat: A History of
Halloween

fist of the blue sky anime: The Anime Movie Guide Helen McCarthy, 1997 The
phenomenally popular Power Rangers, the most mainstream offshoot of anime, or Japanese
animation, is just the tip of the iceberg. There are hundreds of these virtually astonishing films,
appealing to people of all ages and tastes. This guide features detailed listings of feature films and
direct-to-video features, arranged by title, year of release, and subject, that have been released since
1983. Illustrations throughout.

fist of the blue sky anime: The 5th Season: New year ku (books 1 & 2 of 4) Robin D. Gill,
2007 In this book, the first of a series, Robin D. Gill, author of the highly acclaimed Rise, Ye Sea
Slugs! and Cherry Blossom Epiphany, the largest single-theme anthologies of poetry ever published,
explores the traditional Japanese New Year through 2,000 translated haiku (mostly 17-20c). The
New Year, R.H. Blyth once wrote, is a season by itself. That was nowhere so plain as in the world of
haiku, where saijiki, large collections called of ku illustrating hundreds, if not thousands of briefly
explained seasonal themes, generally comprised five volumes, one for each season. Yet, the great
doyen of haiku gave this fifth season, considered the first season when it came at the head of the
Spring rather than in mid-winter, only a tenth of the pages he gave to each of the other four seasons
(20 vs. 200). Was Blyth, Zen enthusiast, not enamored with ritual? Or, was he loath to translate the
New Year with its many cultural idiosyncrasies (most common to the Sinosphere but not to the
West), because he did not want to have to explain the haiku? It is hard to say, but, with these poems
for the re-creation of the world, Robin D. Gill, aka keigu (respect foolishness, or respect-fool), rushes
in where even Blyth feared to tread to give this supernatural or cosmological season - one that
combines aspects of the Solstice, Christmas, New Year's, Easter, July 4th and the Once Upon a Time
of Fairy Tales - the attention it deserves. With G.K. Chesterton's words, evoking the mind of the
haiku poets of old, the author-publisher leaves further description of the content to his
reader-reviewers. The man standing in his own kitchen-garden with the fairyland opening at the
gate, is the man with large ideas. His mind creates distance; the motor-car stupidly destroys it. (G.K.
Chesterton: Heretics 1905)

fist of the blue sky anime: Los Angeles Magazine , 2000-04 Los Angeles magazine is a
regional magazine of national stature. Our combination of award-winning feature writing,
investigative reporting, service journalism, and design covers the people, lifestyle, culture,
entertainment, fashion, art and architecture, and news that define Southern California. Started in
the spring of 1961, Los Angeles magazine has been addressing the needs and interests of our region
for 48 years. The magazine continues to be the definitive resource for an affluent population that is
intensely interested in a lifestyle that is uniquely Southern Californian.
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