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Foundation for Teaching English Language Learners: Building Effective Language Skills

foundation for teaching english language learners is a crucial starting point for educators striving to support
diverse classrooms. As globalization continues to shrink distances, classrooms become increasingly
multilingual, making the role of teachers in facilitating English acquisition vital. Understanding this
foundation means recognizing the unique challenges and opportunities that come with teaching English
Language Learners (ELLs) and adopting strategies that nurture both language proficiency and academic
success.

Understanding the Foundation for Teaching English Language
Learners

Teaching English to learners from different linguistic backgrounds is more than just imparting grammar
rules or vocabulary lists. At its core, the foundation for teaching English language learners involves
creating an inclusive environment where students feel valued and motivated to communicate. This
foundation rests on three pillars: linguistic knowledge, cultural responsiveness, and pedagogical strategies
tailored to language acquisition.

The Importance of Linguistic Awareness

To effectively teach English language learners, educators must understand the mechanics of language itself.
This includes phonetics, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. Recognizing how learners might transfer
knowledge from their first language helps teachers anticipate common errors and misconceptions. For
instance, an ELL with a background in a language that lacks certain English sounds may struggle with
pronunciation.

Moreover, teachers should be aware of the stages of second-language acquisition, which typically progress
from understanding key phrases to developing conversational fluency and eventually academic language
proficiency. Knowing these stages allows educators to set realistic goals and scaffold instruction
appropriately.

Cultural Responsiveness as a Cornerstone

Language and culture are intertwined, and ignoring this relationship can hinder an ELL’s progress. The



foundation for teaching English language learners incorporates cultural responsiveness—acknowledging
and integrating students' cultural backgrounds into lessons. This approach not only validates their identity
but also promotes engagement.

For example, incorporating texts and examples relevant to students’ experiences can make lessons more
relatable. Additionally, understanding cultural norms around communication styles, such as eye contact or
turn-taking, helps teachers interpret student behavior accurately and respond with sensitivity.

Effective Pedagogical Strategies Rooted in the Foundation

Once the foundational knowledge is established, the next step is choosing teaching methods that align with
ELLs’ needs. The following strategies are widely recognized as effective in building language skills and
confidence.

Scaffolding Instruction for Language Development

Scaffolding is a technique where teachers provide temporary support structures to help learners grasp
complex concepts. For ELLs, this might include visual aids, graphic organizers, or sentence starters. By
gradually removing these supports, students become independent language users.

For instance, when introducing new vocabulary, a teacher might begin with pictures and realia, then
move to written sentences, and finally encourage students to use the words in their own speaking or
writing. This step-by-step approach aligns perfectly with the foundation for teaching English language
learners, ensuring comprehension before pushing for production.

Integrating Content and Language Learning

Content-Based Instruction (CBI) is a method that teaches language through subject matter such as science or
history. This dual focus helps learners acquire academic language in context, which is vital for success in
school settings.

Teachers building a foundation for teaching English language learners should design lessons that address
both the curriculum and language goals. For example, a science lesson on ecosystems could include
vocabulary development, reading comprehension exercises, and opportunities for students to discuss
findings in English.



Encouraging Collaborative Learning

Peer interaction plays a significant role in language acquisition. Group work and pair activities provide
authentic communicative practice in a low-pressure environment. Collaborative learning fosters social skills
and allows ELLs to observe and mimic native or more fluent speakers.

Teachers might use think-pair-share activities, cooperative projects, or language games that encourage
meaningful dialogue. This social aspect of language learning reinforces the foundation for teaching English
language learners by creating a supportive community.

Assessment and Feedback Aligned with the Foundation

Evaluating ELLs requires sensitivity to their unique learning trajectory. Traditional assessments may not
accurately reflect their knowledge due to language barriers. Therefore, the foundation for teaching English
language learners extends to assessment practices that are fair and informative.

Formative and Alternative Assessments

Formative assessments such as observations, checklists, and portfolios provide ongoing insights into student
progress. These tools allow teachers to adjust instruction and offer targeted feedback.

Alternative assessments like oral presentations, projects, or visual representations can showcase ELLs’
understanding without relying solely on written tests. This flexibility respects diverse learning styles and
language proficiency levels.

Providing Constructive Feedback

Feedback should be specific, encouraging, and focused on both content and language use. Highlighting
strengths alongside areas for improvement builds learners’ confidence and motivates continued effort.

For example, instead of simply correcting grammar mistakes, a teacher might say, “I liked how you
explained your idea clearly. Let’s work on using the past tense correctly next time.”

Professional Development: Strengthening the Foundation for



Educators

Teachers are the backbone of ELL education, and their skills must evolve alongside best practices. Ongoing
professional development is essential to reinforce and expand the foundation for teaching English language
learners.

Training in Language Acquisition Theories

Understanding theories such as Krashen’s Input Hypothesis or Vygotsky’s Social Interactionist Theory
equips educators with insights into how students learn languages naturally. This knowledge informs lesson
planning and classroom interactions.

Cultural Competency Workshops

Workshops that focus on cultural awareness help teachers better understand their students’ backgrounds,
reduce biases, and create inclusive classrooms. These sessions often include strategies for family engagement
and community involvement, which are vital components of effective ELL instruction.

Collaboration and Peer Learning

Teachers benefit from sharing experiences and resources with colleagues. Collaborative planning, peer
observations, and professional learning communities foster a culture of continuous improvement centered
on the foundation for teaching English language learners.

---

Developing a strong foundation for teaching English language learners is an ongoing process that blends
knowledge, empathy, and practical strategies. By appreciating the linguistic and cultural dimensions of
learning English, employing scaffolding and content integration, and aligning assessments with students’
needs, educators can nurture confident, capable language users ready to thrive academically and socially.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the foundation for teaching English Language Learners (ELLs)?
The foundation for teaching English Language Learners involves understanding second language
acquisition theories, cultural responsiveness, differentiated instruction, and effective language development
strategies to support learners' linguistic and academic growth.

Why is cultural competence important in teaching English Language
Learners?
Cultural competence is important because it helps educators recognize and respect students' diverse
backgrounds, build meaningful relationships, and create an inclusive learning environment that enhances
language acquisition and student engagement.

What are key strategies for supporting English Language Learners in the
classroom?
Key strategies include scaffolding instruction, using visual aids, incorporating students’ native languages,
providing explicit vocabulary instruction, encouraging peer interaction, and differentiating tasks to meet
varying language proficiency levels.

How does understanding second language acquisition theories benefit
teachers of ELLs?
Understanding second language acquisition theories helps teachers design effective lessons that align with
how students naturally acquire language, allowing them to provide appropriate support at different
proficiency stages and foster better language development.

What role does assessment play in teaching English Language Learners?
Assessment helps teachers identify ELLs’ language proficiency levels, monitor their progress, tailor
instruction to their needs, and ensure equitable access to the curriculum while informing instructional
decisions and interventions.

How can teachers create an inclusive classroom environment for English
Language Learners?
Teachers can create an inclusive environment by valuing students’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds,
promoting collaboration, using diverse materials, implementing equitable participation strategies, and
fostering a safe space for language experimentation and risk-taking.



What professional development opportunities are essential for educators
teaching English Language Learners?
Essential professional development includes training in ESL teaching methodologies, cultural
responsiveness, language assessment, differentiation techniques, and ongoing learning about linguistic
diversity and inclusive instructional practices.

Additional Resources
Foundation for Teaching English Language Learners: Building Effective Educational Pathways

foundation for teaching english language learners forms the cornerstone of successful language acquisition
and academic achievement for millions of students worldwide. As classrooms become increasingly diverse,
educators face the complex challenge of supporting learners who arrive with varying degrees of
proficiency in English. Establishing a robust pedagogical foundation is essential to empower these students,
ensuring equitable access to curriculum and fostering meaningful engagement. This article explores the
critical components that underpin effective instruction for English Language Learners (ELLs), examines
best practices, and considers emerging trends that shape the educational landscape.

Understanding the Foundation for Teaching English Language
Learners

The foundation for teaching English language learners is multifaceted, blending linguistic theory, cultural
competence, and specialized instructional strategies. At its core, this foundation rests on the recognition that
ELLs require tailored approaches that differ significantly from traditional monolingual teaching methods.
Educators must not only impart English language skills but also scaffold content knowledge across
disciplines such as math, science, and social studies.

Key to this foundation is the integration of language development with content learning—a principle
known as content-based instruction (CBI). Research consistently highlights that when language instruction
is contextualized within meaningful academic content, students demonstrate greater retention and
comprehension. This approach counters the outdated view that language learning should be isolated from
academic subjects, instead promoting an immersive, holistic educational experience.

Essential Components of the Foundation

Several critical elements contribute to a strong foundation for teaching English language learners,



including:

Linguistic Proficiency Assessment: Accurate assessment tools are necessary to gauge students’ initial
language abilities and track progress over time. This informs differentiated instruction tailored to
individual proficiency levels.

Cultural Responsiveness: Understanding students’ cultural backgrounds enriches classroom dynamics
and helps educators create inclusive environments that validate diverse identities.

Instructional Strategies: Techniques such as scaffolding, visual aids, cooperative learning, and
sheltered instruction are vital to making content accessible without oversimplifying.

Professional Development: Ongoing training equips teachers with current methodologies and fosters
reflective practices that improve instruction quality.

Family and Community Engagement: Partnerships with families and communities reinforce
language development outside the classroom and support student motivation.

The Role of Language Acquisition Theories

An effective foundation for teaching English language learners is grounded in established language
acquisition theories, which provide insight into how students internalize a new language. Two prominent
frameworks often referenced are Krashen’s Input Hypothesis and Cummins’ distinction between Basic
Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS) and Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).

Krashen emphasizes the importance of comprehensible input—language that is slightly above the learner’s
current level—facilitating natural acquisition without overt grammar instruction. This theory supports
immersive classroom environments where ELLs are exposed to meaningful communication.

Cummins draws attention to the difference between conversational fluency and academic language
proficiency, underscoring that learners may develop social language skills relatively quickly while
requiring more extended support to master academic language necessary for success in school subjects. A
solid instructional foundation addresses both domains, recognizing the timeline and complexity involved.

Comparing Instructional Models

Within the foundation for teaching English language learners, various instructional models have been



developed to meet diverse learner needs:

Pull-Out ESL: Students receive specialized language instruction outside mainstream classrooms.1.
While allowing focused language development, it risks isolating learners from content learning.

Push-In ESL: ESL specialists collaborate within general education classrooms, integrating language2.
support with academic instruction.

Dual Language Programs: Students learn content in both English and their native language,3.
promoting bilingualism and biliteracy.

Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP): A research-based approach combining content4.
teaching and language development through explicit strategies.

Each model offers advantages and challenges, and the foundation for teaching English language learners
involves selecting and adapting these approaches in response to student demographics, resources, and
institutional goals.

Technology and the Foundation for Teaching English Language
Learners

With advancements in educational technology, the foundation for teaching English language learners now
incorporates digital tools that supplement traditional methods. Language learning apps, interactive
platforms, and online resources provide personalized practice and immediate feedback, catering to varying
proficiency levels.

Furthermore, technology facilitates differentiated instruction through adaptive learning algorithms,
enabling educators to monitor progress and adjust materials accordingly. However, reliance on technology
requires equitable access and digital literacy support to prevent widening achievement gaps.

Challenges and Considerations

While building a solid foundation for teaching English language learners is vital, educators and institutions
face persistent challenges:



Resource Limitations: Insufficient funding and staffing can hinder implementation of specialized
programs and limit professional development opportunities.

Standardized Testing Pressures: High-stakes assessments often prioritize English proficiency and
academic content mastery, potentially marginalizing ELLs if accommodations are inadequate.

Teacher Preparation: Many general education teachers report feeling unprepared to address ELL
needs, highlighting the necessity of comprehensive pre-service and in-service training.

Language Diversity: The vast array of native languages among ELLs complicates curriculum design
and calls for flexible, culturally responsive pedagogy.

Addressing these issues is integral to reinforcing the foundation for teaching English language learners and
ensuring equitable educational outcomes.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Educational research continues to evolve, influencing how the foundation for teaching English language
learners is conceptualized and applied. Increasing emphasis on social-emotional learning (SEL) recognizes
that language acquisition is intertwined with learners’ emotional well-being and identity development.

Moreover, inclusive practices that integrate ELLs seamlessly into mainstream classrooms reflect a shift
towards equity-driven education. Culturally sustaining pedagogy, which actively honors and incorporates
students’ cultural references, is gaining traction as a means of fostering engagement and academic success.

The rise of multilingualism as an asset rather than a barrier challenges traditional monolingual norms,
encouraging educators to leverage students’ home languages as cognitive and cultural resources.

In this dynamic context, the foundation for teaching English language learners requires continuous
refinement, grounded in empirical evidence and reflective practice. By embracing a holistic, student-
centered approach, educators can better navigate the complexities of language learning and support diverse
learners in reaching their full potential.

Foundation For Teaching English Language Learners
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  foundation for teaching english language learners: Foundations for Teaching English
Language Learners Wayne E. Wright, 2019 This comprehensive textbook prepares all teachers to
teach English languagelearners (ELLs). It is widely used in undergraduate and graduate programs,
including:- Elementary and secondary teacher education- Literacy and special education- TESOL and
bilingual educationWayne Wright's deep respect for educational practitioners and his passion for
Englishlanguage learners' right to a fair and full education are evident in every word he writes.
Hisbook and companion website offer a vision and pathway toward fostering dynamic
learningcommunities across schools, teacher education programs, and communities to
improveeducation for ELLs. The rest is up to us.-Nancy H. Hornberger, University of
PennsylvaniaNew to the Third EditionThe textbook and companion website are completely updated
while retaining the practicalfeatures of the first and second editions. Readers will find:- New federal
regulations, accountability requirements, and flexibility for ELLs under theEvery Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA)- A stronger multilingual perspective on ELL education, with attention to new
research,theory, and practice on dynamic bilingualism and translanguaging- New research on
language, literacy, and content-area instruction for ELLs from theNational Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine- The integration of new principles by Teachers of English to Speakers of
Other Languagesfor the exemplary teaching of ELLs- New information about the Seal of Biliteracy,
now approved by more than 35 states andthe District of Columbia
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Foundations for Teaching English
Language Learners Wayne E. Wright, 2015 Provides information on demographic changes in U. S.
schools; language and literacy education; program models; instruction and assessment approaches,
methods, and strategies; Common Core and English language proficiency standards and
accountability requirements. Includes a companion website.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
Shelley Hong Xu, 2010-01-01 Grounded in research and practical expertise, this volume helps K?6
teachers skillfully support all of their English language learners (ELLs)?from a single student to an
entire classroom. Ideas for teaching ELLs across different grade and proficiency levels include ways
to link instruction to students? lived experiences, use a variety of motivating print and electronic
texts and materials, engage families, and conduct effective assessments. Chapters are packed with
tools and activities for promoting ELLs? development in oral language, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension, writing, and grammar. Handy reproducibles and ?Voice from the Classroom?
teacher vignettes enhance the utility of the book.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
Carol Rothenberg, Douglas Fisher, 2007 Teaching English Language Learners: A Differentiated
Approach to Language Development, 1/e Doug Fisher and Carol Rothenberg Are you looking for a
methods book to facilitate literacy and academic development in your K-12 classroom? Building on a
solid foundation in language acquisition and learning theory, this text will show you how to examine
your own practice and design lessons that consider the individual needs of English language
learners and accelerate their achievement. This text is designed to help your students develop
proficiency in both everyday and academic English while developing listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills. It also serves as a great guide for promoting high-level, high-quality, and
high-expectation instruction with respect to language, literacy development, and academic
achievement for all of your students. Features of this text: Constructed from a strong research base,
each chapter highlights specific research topics to provide you with practical ideas in applying this
research to your own practices. Accessing Prior Knowledge Activities allow you to engage your own
background knowledge in visualizing, brainstorming, previewing, reflecting, and observing to help
you get the most from each chapter. Spotlight on Instruction features visit classrooms of effective
teachers of English language learners providing an authentic context as you learn. Application to
Practice case studies build upon one another from chapter to chapter illustrating how to apply this
growing wealth of strategies in your own classroom. Teacher Tools in the back of this book provide a



collection of reproducibles for use in your classroom, including planning tools, writing assignments,
and self reflection tools. Related Books from Merrill Education: Fifty Strategies for Teaching English
Language Learners, Second Edition, Adrienne L. Herrell and Michael L. Jordan, ISBN:
0-13-098462-0 102 Content Strategies for English Language Learners: Teaching for Academic
Success in Grades 3-12, Jodi Reiss, ISBN: 0-13-221819-4
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Contemporary Foundations for
Teaching English as an Additional Language Polina Vinogradova, Joan Kang Shin, 2020-10-29
This engaging volume on English as an Additional Language (EAL), argues persuasively for the
importance of critical participatory pedagogies that embrace multilingualism and multimodality in
the field of TESOL. It highlights the role of the TESOL profession in teaching for social justice and
advocacy and explores how critical participatory pedagogies translate into English language
teaching and teacher education around the world. Bringing together diverse scholars in the field and
practicing English language teachers, editors Polina Vinogradova and Joan Kang Shin present 10
thematically organized units that demonstrate that language teaching pedagogy must be embedded
in the larger sociocultural contexts of teaching and learning to be successful. Each unit covers one
pedagogical approach and includes three case studies to illustrate how English language teachers
across the world implement these approaches in their classrooms. The chapters are supplemented
by discussion questions and a range of practical sources for further exploration. Addressing
established and emerging areas of TESOL, topics covered include: Critical and postmethod
pedagogies Translingualism Digital literacy and multiliteracies Culturally responsive pedagogy
Advocacy Featuring educators implementing innovative approaches in primary, secondary, and
tertiary contexts across borders, Contemporary Foundations for Teaching English as an Additional
Language is an ideal text for methods and foundational courses in TESOL and will appeal to
in-service and preservice English language teachers as well as students and teacher educators in
TESOL and applied linguistics.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Pearson Custom Education Lynn T.
D'iaz-Rico, 2015
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Foundations for Teaching English
Language Learners Chard Hen, 2023-01-20 How Does Educational Theory Work? Educational theory
isn't just one theory; rather, it's a term that covers a lot of different theories and assumptions about
how people learn and remember information. Theories that explain the application, interpretation,
and goal of education and learning are referred to as educational theories. Pedagogical,
instructional, and learning theory are all other names for education theory. In order for educators to
apply the corresponding research findings to practical application, these theoretical constructs
investigate how we learn best.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language
Learners Michaela Colombo, Dana Furbush, 2009 This book prepares mainstream teachers to
provide content instruction to English language learners.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language Arts to
English Language Learners Luciana de Oliveira, Melanie Shoffner, 2016-09-13 This book focuses
on the ways in which English language arts (ELA) pre-service and in-service teachers have
developed - or may develop - instructional effectiveness for working with English language learners
(ELL) in the secondary English classroom.Chapter topics are grounded in both research and
practice, addressing a range of timely topics including the current state of ELL education in the ELA
classroom, and approaches to leveraging the talents and strengths of bilingual students in
heterogeneous classrooms. Chapters also offer advice on best practices in teaching ELA to
multilingual students and ways to infuse the secondary English teacher preparation curriculum with
ELL pedagogy.Comprehensive in scope and content and examining topics relevant to all teachers of
ELLs, teacher educators and researchers, this book appeals to an audience beyond ELA teachers
and teacher educators.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Foundations of Bilingual Education



and Bilingualism Colin Baker, Wayne E. Wright, 2017-02-22 The sixth edition of this bestselling
textbook has been substantially revised and updated to provide a comprehensive introduction to
bilingualism and bilingual education in the 21st century. Written in a compact and clear style, the
book covers all the crucial issues in bilingualism at individual, group and societal levels. Updates to
the new edition include: • Greater attention to technological advances and global trends impacting
and impacted by bilingualism. • New trends and issues in bilingual education, including recent
research on the effectiveness of different types of bilingual education. • Issues in the assessment of
bilinguals. • The latest thinking on identity and bilingualism. • Recent developments in brain
imaging research. • Discussion of the latest terms in bilingualism research including dynamic
bilingualism, translanguaging, transliteracy and superdiversity, in addition to an enhanced look at
multilingualism. Students and instructors will benefit from new features including: • A
comprehensive glossary. • A condensed and updated bibliography. • Updated international examples
of policy, research and practice. • The addition of web resources and discussion questions. • Fully
revised study activities and recommended reading.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language
Learners Through Technology Tony Erben, Ruth Ban, Martha Castañeda, 2008-09 In this book,
authors explore the use of computers/technology as a pedagogical tool to aid in the appropriate
instruction of English Language Learners across all content areas.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: How to Teach English Language
Learners Diane Haager, Janette K. Klingner, Terese C. Aceves, 2009-12-02 This hands-on book
offers teachers a much-needed resource that will help maximize learning for English Language
Learners (ELLs). How to Teach English Language Learners draws on two wide-ranging teacher
quality studies and profiles eight educators who have achieved exceptional results with their ELL
students. Through highly readable portraits, the authors take readers into these teachers'
classrooms, illustrating richly what it is they do differently that yields such great results from
English learners. Because most teachers profiled work within a three-tiered
Response-to-Intervention framework, the book shows how to implement RTI effectively with
ELLs—from providing general reading instruction for the entire classroom to targeted interventions
with struggling students. Written by noted ELL educators Diane Haager, Janette K. Klingner, and
Terese Aceves, How to Teach English Language Learners is filled with inspiring success stories,
teaching tips, activities, discussion questions, and reflections from these outstanding teachers.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: EAL Research for the Classroom
Gavin Brooks, Jon Clenton, Simon Fraser, 2023-06-27 With an estimated 1.6 million English as an
Additional Language (EAL) learners in the UK, and over 5 million in the USA, EAL research is
urgently needed to inform practice. This edited volume investigates the multifaceted elements that
shape EAL pedagogy and research in a variety of settings and research areas, including linguistic
ability influences on subject-specific skills, integrating learners’ home languages into classroom
environments, and the importance of supporting EAL teachers in the classroom. In doing so, the
contributors provide an international perspective on the emerging field of EAL research. The
research-based chapters detail fundamental concerns related to EAL learner education. The text is
composed of five parts: Part I explores the question of what is EAL and how a definition can shape
policy construction; Part II examines the challenges EAL learners face in the classroom, including
the use of first languages and the relative impact learner language proficiency has on
subject-specific classes; Part III discusses the challenges involved with preparing learners to study
in an EAL environment; Part IV investigates concerns relating to supporting EAL teachers in the
classroom; and Part V brings together the insights from the previous chapters and provides a road
map for future research in the field. The volume draws on researcher expertise from a variety of
universities and institutions worldwide. It explores diverse language backgrounds in multilingual
contexts. It covers empirical studies with pedagogical, policy, and further research implications. The
volume represents a single resource invaluable for EAL teachers, trainers, and trainees, as well as
researchers in education, language learning and teaching, bilingualism and multilingualism, and



second language acquisition.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching Science to English Language
Learners Ann S. Rosebery, Beth Warren, 2008 Mastering the principles outlined in the book will give
any teacher a broad base of knowledge from which to draw. But the book also urges you to think
deeply about the roles of diversity. It offers valuable information for reflecting on, experimenting
with, and adapting your instructional practices.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English as an Additional
Language in Secondary Schools Seán Bracken, Catharine Driver, Karima Kadi-Hanifi, 2016-11-10
With increasing numbers of learners in secondary schools having English as an additional language,
it is crucial for all teachers to understand the learning requirements of these students and plan
distinctive teaching approaches to engage and support them. This book provides school leaders,
trainee teachers and qualified teachers with the skills and practical knowledge they need to
strengthen the learning outcomes of students for whom English is an additional language. Teaching
English as an Additional Language in Secondary Schools sets out realistic ways in which EAL
learners can be engaged and stretched in their learning, building on their prior literacy, cultural
experiences and language learning. It clearly explains the theory and key research into how
additional languages are acquired and offers practical classroom teaching and learning strategies to
show teachers how they can help EAL learners to access the curriculum and reflect on their learning
through assessments. Features include: tasks to help put the ideas into practice case studies
illustrating the key challenges faced by EAL learners summaries of key research findings reflections
to encourage deeper thinking. Drawing on the daily experiences of teachers and teaching assistants,
this book will be essential reading for all trainee and practising teachers that want to ensure
students with EAL fulfil their true learning potential.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language
Learners in Career and Technical Education Programs Victor M. Hernández-Gantes, William
Blank, 2008-10-09 Exploring the unique challenges of vocational education, this book provides
simple and straightforward advice on how to teach English Language Learners in the classroom, in
the laboratory or workshop, and in work-based learning settings.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language
Learners in Secondary Subject Matter Classes Yu Ren Dong, 2019-08-01 This book is for
secondary subject matter teachers and administrators who work with English language learners
(ELLs) in subject matter classes. It is also for college professors who prepare pre-service teachers to
work with those students. The book brings together insights from linguistic, socio-cultural,
educational, cognitive, developmental perspectives of what it means for ELLs to learn both English
and subject matter knowledge in English as a second language. It delineates unique challenges that
ELLs experience, offers ELLs’ learning stories, and suggests concrete strategies with classroom
teaching examples across academic disciplines. The 2nd edition broadens the scope of the 1st
edition in several aspects. Specifically, it includes two chapters about secondary ELLs’ previous
educational experiences in their home countries, a chapter on subject matter lesson planning with
ELLs in mind with teacher collaborative strategies, and more principle-based and field-tested
effective instructional and assessment strategies for working with ELLs.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Constructivist Strategies for
Teaching English Language Learners Sharon Adelman Reyes, Trina Lynn Vallone, 2007-12-13
This book provides guidelines for using constructivist teaching methods with English language
learners and includes classroom examples, grade-level connections, and strategies that promote
educational equity.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: Teaching English Language
Learners K–12 Jerry Jesness, 2014-11-18 Bring the English language to life with this valuable new
resource! Some say that learning a second language is like drinking water from a fire hose. But
teaching it does not have to be like standing under Niagara Falls. This is the fundamental message
of Jerry Jesness’ new quick-start guide Teaching English Language Learners K-12. In our climate,



ELL teachers face immense demands as educators because the ELL class is often the critical,
transitional step into a student’s entire education. The author provides specific strategies to address
the special challenges for instructors. This valuable resource offers a terrific framework to nurture
that motivating spark in English Language learners. For ELL educators, it’s more than a job—it’s a
mission! Teaching English Language Learners K-12 includes: • Customizing instructions to create
developmentally and culturally appropriate lessons for all learners • Comprehensive vocabulary
checklists for common English words and concepts • Practical methods for using the learner’s native
language and culture in the classroom • Helpful strategies for teaching spoken English, reading, and
writing • Encouraging tips to become a better ELL teacher This book delivers a concise array of
teaching strategies, curriculum, and things ESL teachers need to know to become most confident in
their work and most effective with their students.
  foundation for teaching english language learners: English Teaching Forum , 2000
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