
mr smith goes to washington questions
**Exploring Mr Smith Goes to Washington Questions: A Deep Dive into the Classic Film**

mr smith goes to washington questions often arise among film enthusiasts, students, and history
buffs alike, given the movie’s rich exploration of American politics and idealism. Frank Capra’s 1939
classic isn’t just a cinematic gem; it’s a thought-provoking portrayal of democracy, integrity, and the
power of the individual within a flawed system. If you’ve ever found yourself pondering the moral
dilemmas or political challenges presented in the film, you’re not alone. This article will guide you
through some of the most compelling questions related to *Mr. Smith Goes to Washington*,
providing insights and context to deepen your understanding.

Understanding the Core Themes Behind Mr Smith Goes
to Washington Questions

When discussing *Mr Smith Goes to Washington*, questions often revolve around the film’s themes
of corruption, idealism, and the democratic process. The story follows Jefferson Smith, an earnest
and naive man who is appointed to the U.S. Senate and soon uncovers widespread political
corruption. His fight to expose the truth resonates with audiences because it highlights the tension
between individual morality and systemic injustice.

What Does Mr. Smith Represent in American Democracy?

One of the most frequent inquiries is about the symbolic role of Jefferson Smith. Is he merely a
fictional character, or does he represent something larger? Smith embodies the idealistic American
citizen, someone who believes in the foundational principles of democracy such as fairness,
transparency, and the voice of the common man. His character challenges viewers to consider the
importance of civic engagement and the potential impact of one person’s courage in the political
arena.

How Realistic Is the Portrayal of Politics in the Film?

Another common area of curiosity pertains to the film’s depiction of political maneuvering and
corruption. While *Mr Smith Goes to Washington* dramatizes many elements for narrative effect,
the core issues—such as political machines, lobbying, and backroom deals—were very much part of
the American political landscape in the 1930s. This raises interesting questions about the balance
between idealism and pragmatism in politics, making the film a timeless commentary.

Common Mr Smith Goes to Washington Questions and



Their Educational Value

Teachers and educators often use *Mr Smith Goes to Washington* as a tool to spark discussions on
governance, ethics, and the responsibilities of citizenship. Below are some typical questions and why
they matter.

What Is the Significance of the Filibuster Scene?

One of the most iconic scenes in the movie is Jefferson Smith’s filibuster, where he speaks
passionately for hours to delay a corrupt bill. This moment is a powerful example of perseverance
and the use of procedural tactics to uphold justice. It invites viewers to ask: How can legislative
tools be used to protect democracy? Understanding filibusters in real-world politics can shed light
on the complexity of lawmaking and the importance of debate.

Why Does the Film Portray the Press as Both Helpful and
Harmful?

The role of the media in *Mr Smith Goes to Washington* is nuanced. Initially, the press is skeptical
and even hostile, but eventually, it becomes an ally in exposing corruption. This duality sparks
questions about media bias, the power of investigative journalism, and the influence of public
opinion on political outcomes. Discussing this helps viewers critically assess the role of news outlets
in shaping democracy today.

What Lessons Can Modern Audiences Learn from Jefferson
Smith’s Journey?

Modern viewers often reflect on how Jefferson Smith’s story applies to today’s political climate. His
unwavering commitment to truth and justice encourages discussions about integrity in leadership
and the importance of standing against corruption, even when faced with overwhelming odds. This
question inspires a broader conversation on civic responsibility and activism.

Expanding the Discussion: Related Topics and
Analytical Questions

To fully appreciate *Mr Smith Goes to Washington*, it’s useful to explore related themes and
historical contexts that enrich the conversation.



How Does the Film Reflect the Political Climate of the 1930s?

Understanding the era in which the film was made adds depth to many questions about its content.
The 1930s was a period marked by the Great Depression and a growing distrust of political
institutions. The film’s message of hope and reform resonated strongly in that context, making it a
piece of social commentary as much as entertainment.

What Role Does Character Development Play in Conveying the
Film’s Message?

Jefferson Smith’s transformation from a naive newcomer to a determined advocate for justice is
central to the narrative. Questions about character arcs encourage viewers to think about how
storytelling techniques can influence the impact of a political drama. It invites analysis on how
empathy and personal growth are depicted on screen.

Can Mr Smith Goes to Washington Be Seen as Propaganda or
Pure Idealism?

Some critics argue that the film simplifies complex political realities by portraying an overly
optimistic view of democracy. This opens the door to debates about the purpose of cinema in
shaping political beliefs and whether films like this serve more as inspiration or as propaganda tools.

Tips for Engaging With Mr Smith Goes to Washington
Questions in Academic or Discussion Settings

If you’re preparing to discuss *Mr Smith Goes to Washington* in a classroom, book club, or film
study group, here are some helpful strategies:

Contextualize the Film: Start by exploring the historical and political background of the
1930s to provide a framework for understanding the story.

Focus on Key Scenes: Analyze pivotal moments like the filibuster and media interactions to
highlight the film’s central themes.

Encourage Critical Thinking: Challenge participants to consider both the idealism and the
realism presented in the film.

Draw Parallels to Today: Use questions that connect the film’s messages to contemporary
political issues, fostering relevance.

Explore Character Motivations: Delve into why characters act as they do, promoting



empathy and nuanced understanding.

Why Mr Smith Goes to Washington Questions Remain
Relevant Today

Even decades after its release, *Mr Smith Goes to Washington* continues to inspire questions about
governance, ethics, and the role of individuals in shaping society. Its exploration of political
manipulation, media influence, and democratic ideals remains pertinent in an era where these issues
are hotly debated worldwide. Engaging with these questions helps keep the conversation about
democracy alive and encourages new generations to reflect on their civic duties.

Whether you’re a student preparing for a test, a film lover diving into classic cinema, or someone
intrigued by political dramas, the questions surrounding *Mr Smith Goes to Washington* offer a rich
tapestry of ideas to explore. By examining these questions thoughtfully, we not only honor the legacy
of a cinematic masterpiece but also deepen our appreciation for the enduring values it champions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington'?
The main theme of 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' is the fight against political corruption and the
power of individual integrity and idealism in a democratic system.

Who directed the film 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington'?
The film 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' was directed by Frank Capra.

What role does James Stewart play in 'Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington'?
James Stewart plays Jefferson Smith, an idealistic and naive young senator appointed to the U.S.
Senate.

How does Jefferson Smith expose corruption in the Senate?
Jefferson Smith exposes corruption by filibustering on the Senate floor, revealing the bribery and
manipulation behind a bill that would benefit a corrupt political machine.

Why is the filibuster scene in 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington'
significant?
The filibuster scene is significant because it showcases Jefferson Smith's determination and courage



to stand up against corruption, embodying democratic values and inspiring citizens.

What challenges does Mr. Smith face when he arrives in
Washington?
Mr. Smith faces challenges such as political manipulation, opposition from seasoned senators, and
attempts to discredit and silence him due to his honest and idealistic nature.

How does 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' reflect American
political ideals?
The film reflects American political ideals by emphasizing honesty, civic duty, the importance of
standing up for justice, and the belief that individuals can make a difference in government.

What impact did 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' have on
American cinema and politics?
The film had a significant impact by inspiring audiences with its portrayal of political integrity,
influencing public perceptions of government, and setting a standard for political dramas in
American cinema.

Additional Resources
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington Questions: An In-Depth Exploration of the Classic Political Drama

mr smith goes to washington questions often arise from the enduring legacy and intricate
themes of this 1939 film directed by Frank Capra. As a cornerstone of American cinema, the film
invites viewers and critics alike to dissect its portrayal of political idealism, corruption, and
democracy. This article delves into the most compelling questions surrounding "Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington," offering a professional and investigative perspective on its narrative, characters, and
lasting cultural impact.

Understanding the Core Questions of Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington

At the heart of any discussion about "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" lie several pivotal questions
that challenge viewers to reflect on the political and social messages embedded within the film.
These questions not only pertain to the storyline but also to the broader implications for American
politics and civic engagement.

One primary inquiry is: How does the film depict the tension between political idealism and the
harsh realities of governance? Jefferson Smith, played by James Stewart, embodies the archetype of
the naïve yet principled newcomer to the Senate. His confrontation with seasoned politicians raises
questions about the accessibility of political institutions to idealistic outsiders. The film probes



whether genuine change can be enacted within a system rife with entrenched interests.

Another prevalent question concerns the portrayal of corruption and the mechanisms of power. The
narrative exposes the manipulation and bribery that can undermine democratic processes,
prompting viewers to ask: How does "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" critique political corruption,
and what solutions, if any, does it propose? The film appears to advocate for transparency and public
accountability, yet it also acknowledges the formidable resistance such efforts encounter.

Character-Driven Questions: Jefferson Smith and His Allies

Exploring the characters is essential to understanding the film’s thematic questions. Jefferson
Smith’s idealism provokes inquiries about the role of personal integrity in politics. How realistic is
Smith’s unwavering commitment to truth and justice in a cynical political environment? This
question resonates deeply, especially in contemporary discussions about political leadership.

Furthermore, the supporting characters provide a spectrum of political attitudes. For instance,
Senator Joseph Paine represents the conflicted insider, torn between ambition and conscience.
Questions about Paine’s motivations and eventual redemption highlight the complexities of political
compromise and moral courage.

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington Questions in
Educational Contexts

The film’s rich narrative and moral dilemmas have made it a staple in educational settings,
particularly in civics and political science courses. Educators often use "Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington questions" to stimulate critical thinking about governance, democracy, and civic
responsibility.

Typical classroom questions include:

What does Jefferson Smith’s filibuster teach about the power and limitations of individual
agency in government?

How does the movie reflect the political climate of the United States in the late 1930s?

In what ways does the film’s depiction of the Senate differ from modern-day perceptions?

What lessons can contemporary politicians and citizens draw from the film’s portrayal of
integrity and corruption?

These questions encourage students to analyze not only the film’s plot but also its historical context
and ongoing relevance.



Comparative Questions: Then and Now

Analyzing "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington questions" also involves comparisons between the political
environment depicted in the film and today’s political landscape. How have issues of corruption,
lobbying, and partisanship evolved since 1939? The film’s optimistic message about democratic
resilience invites scrutiny against the backdrop of modern political polarization.

Questions arise about the feasibility of Jefferson Smith’s approach in a contemporary setting: Would
a filibuster or moral stand like his succeed in today’s Senate? This invites debate about the
effectiveness of individual activism amidst complex institutional constraints.

Technical and Cinematic Questions Surrounding the
Film

Beyond its political themes, "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" raises questions about filmmaking
techniques and their role in storytelling. How did Frank Capra’s direction contribute to the
emotional impact and persuasive power of the narrative? The film’s use of close-ups, lighting, and
pacing during the climactic filibuster scene exemplifies cinematic craftsmanship designed to engage
viewers deeply.

Additionally, questions about casting and performance are significant. James Stewart’s portrayal of
Jefferson Smith is often cited as one of his most memorable roles. How did his performance shape
audience perceptions of the character and the film’s message? The chemistry between Stewart and
co-star Jean Arthur, as well as the supporting cast, also merits analysis regarding character
dynamics and narrative development.

Impact on Political Cinema and Popular Culture

"Mr. Smith Goes to Washington questions" extend to its influence on subsequent political dramas.
The film set a benchmark for movies addressing political idealism and corruption. How has it
inspired or shaped the genre of political films? Its legacy can be traced through countless films that
grapple with similar themes of power, integrity, and democracy.

Moreover, the phrase “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” has entered popular culture as shorthand for
an outsider challenging the establishment. This cultural penetration prompts inquiry into how the
film’s themes resonate beyond cinema into real-world political discourse and public consciousness.

Critical Reception and Evolving Interpretations

Critical questions about "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" also focus on its reception and changing
interpretations over time. Initially lauded for its idealistic portrayal of democracy, the film has also
faced criticism for oversimplifying political realities. How do modern audiences interpret its
message in light of increased awareness of systemic political challenges?



Scholars debate whether the film’s hopeful tone is naïve or strategically optimistic. This leads to
questions about the role of cinema in shaping public attitudes towards government and whether
such portrayals encourage meaningful civic engagement or foster unrealistic expectations.

Pros and Cons of the Film’s Approach

Analyzing the film’s strengths and weaknesses offers a balanced perspective on the core questions it
raises:

Pros: The film’s clear moral stance on integrity and democracy inspires viewers and promotes
civic values.

Cons: Its depiction of political processes is sometimes idealized, potentially glossing over the
complexities of governance.

This duality is central to many "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington questions" and reflects broader
debates about the intersection of art, politics, and public perception.

As these questions continue to be explored, "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" remains a vital
reference point for discussions about political ethics, the role of media in democracy, and the
enduring struggle between idealism and pragmatism.

Mr Smith Goes To Washington Questions
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mysterious way? The follow-up to Paul Kuttner's successful History's Trickiest Questions, this new
volume of 402 delightful and intriguing teasers centers on the world of arts and entertainment.
Categories include Stage and Screen, The Literary World, Music, and Fine Arts--and the questions
often lead to very surprising answers! Whether you use it to quiz friends, to amuse a classroom full
of students, or simply to test your cultural literacy, Arts and Entertainment's Trickiest Questions will
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entertain, enlighten, and stump readers of all ages.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Regarding Frank Capra Eric Loren Smoodin,
2004 From feature films to television production.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Truth, Lies, and the Questions in Between L. M.
Elliott, 2025-01-21 As a presidency unravels and the fight for women’s rights intensifies, a teen girl’s
future will be determined by her willingness to seek the truth, in this stunning work of historical
fiction perfect for fans of Monica Hesse and Malinda Lo. Patty Appleton is making history. As one of
the Senate’s first female Congressional Pages, she’s not only paving the way for other politically
minded girls, she has a front-row seat to debates dividing the nation, especially around women’s
rights and roles. The battle between the old ways and the new polarizes the women in Patty’s life,
and she finds herself torn between traditional expectations—to be anobedient daughter aspiring to
become a perfect wife—and questions new friends like fiercely feminist Simone encourage her to
ask. But the questions don’t stop at women’s rights: The Watergate scandal is intensifying. As
evidence mounts that the White House engaged in crimes, smears, and cover-ups to manipulate an
election, Patty worries her dad, a fundraiser for President Nixon, could somehow be involved.
Determining truth from lies becomes ever more essential for the nation’s future—and for Patty’s as
well. Illustrated throughout with remarkable real-life images and headlines, this timely exploration
of 1973—the year of Watergate hearings, the Equal Rights Amendment, and Roe v. Wade—unfolds
through the story of a young woman driven to question everything as she learns to think for, and rely
on, herself.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Agrarian Questions Henry Bernstein, Tom Brass,
2016-01-20 This collection celebrates T.J. Byres' seminal contributions to the political economy of
the agrarian question. Uniting the various themes is the demonstration of the continuing relevance
of a critical, historical and comparative materialist analysis of agrarian question.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Regarding Frank Capra Eric Smoodin, 2005-01-13
Using extensive archival research in fan mail, fan magazines, army services and educational records,
Smoodin explores the different reception of Capra films with different popular audiences, and how
the films meanings were marshalled to a variety of natio
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Hollywood's White House Peter C. Rollins, John E.
O'Connor, 2005-02-01 From action flicks to biopics to SNL skits, how presidents are portrayed on
screen: “An interesting study of the real presidency and the reel presidency.” —USA Today
Magazine Winner of the Popular Culture Association’s Ray and Pat Browne Book Award Whether
serious or satirical, biographical or fictional, the ways that US presidents are depicted in popular
culture reveal much about us as a nation. The contributors to Hollywood’s White House examine the
historical accuracy of presidential depictions, illuminate their influence, and uncover how they
reflect the concerns of their times and the social and political visions of the filmmakers. With
reflections on portrayals of Washington, Adams, Lincoln, FDR, Nixon, and more, this volume, which
includes a comprehensive filmography and a bibliography, is ideal for both historians and film
enthusiasts. “An engaging collection.” —Robert Brent Toplin, author of Reel History: In Defense of
Hollywood
  mr smith goes to washington questions: A Cultural History of Comedy in the Modern
Age Louise Peacock, 2021-12-30 Drawing together contributions by scholars from a variety of fields,
including theater, film and television, sociology, and visual culture, this volume explores the range
and diversity of comedic performance and comic forms in the modern age. It covers a range of forms
and examples from 1920 to the present day, including plays, film, television comedy, live comedy,
and comedy on social media. It argues that the period covered was marked by an explosion of comic
forms and a flowering of comic creativity across a range of media. From the communal watching of
silent films at the start of the period, to the use of Twitter and other online platforms to share and
comment on comedy, technology has brought about significant changes in its form, consumption,
and social effects. As comic forms have shifted and developed, so too have attitudes to what comedy
can and cannot do. This study considers its role in entertainment and in provoking consideration of a



range of social and political topics. Each chapter takes a different theme as its focus: form, theory,
praxis, identities, the body, politics and power, laughter, and ethics. These eight different
approaches to comedy add up to an extensive, synoptic coverage of the subject.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Health Informatics - E-Book Lynda R. Hardy,
2022-12-02 **American Journal of Nursing (AJN) Book of the Year Awards, 1st Place in Informatics,
2023****Selected for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 in Informatics**Learn how information technology
intersects with today's health care! Health Informatics: An Interprofessional Approach, 3rd Edition,
follows the tradition of expert informatics educators Ramona Nelson and Nancy Staggers with new
lead author, Lynda R. Hardy, to prepare you for success in today's technology-filled healthcare
practice. Concise coverage includes information systems and applications, such as electronic health
records, clinical decision support, telehealth, mHealth, ePatients, and social media tools, as well as
system implementation. New to this edition are topics that include analytical approaches to health
informatics, increased information on FHIR and SMART on FHIR, and the use of health informatics
in pandemics. - Chapters written by experts in the field provide the most current and accurate
information on continually evolving subjects like evidence-based practice, EHRs, PHRs, mobile
health, disaster recovery, and simulation. - Objectives, key terms, and an abstract at the beginning
of each chapter provide an overview of what each chapter will cover. - Case studies and discussion
questions at the end of each chapter encourage higher-level thinking that can be applied to real
world experiences. - Conclusion and Future Directions discussion at the end of each chapter
reinforces topics and expands on how the topic will continue to evolve. - Open-ended discussion
questions at the end of each chapter enhance students' understanding of the subject covered. -
mHealth chapter discusses all relevant aspects of mobile health, including global growth, new
opportunities in underserved areas, governmental regulations on issues such as data leaking and
mining, implications of patient-generated data, legal aspects of provider monitoring of
patient-generated data, and increased responsibility by patients. - Important content, including FDA-
and state-based regulations, project management, big data, and governance models, prepares
students for one of nursing's key specialty areas. - UPDATED! Chapters reflect the current and
evolving practice of health informatics, using real-life healthcare examples to show how informatics
applies to a wide range of topics and issues. - NEW! Strategies to promote healthcare equality by
freeing algorithms and decision-making from implicit and explicit bias are integrated where
applicable. - NEW! The latest AACN domains are incorporated throughout to support BSN, Master's,
and DNP programs. - NEW! Greater emphasis on the digital patient and the partnerships involved,
including decision-making.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Activism and Rhetoric JongHwa Lee, Seth Kahn,
2010-10-18 This volume examines the role of rhetoric in today’s culture of democratic activism. The
volume takes on two of the most significant challenges currently facing contemporary rhetorical
studies: (1) the contested meanings and practices of democracy and civic engagement in global
context, and (2) the central role of rhetoric in democratic activist practices. In presenting a variety
of political and rhetorical struggles in their specific contexts, editors Seth Kahn and JongHwa Lee
allow contributors to reflect on and elaborate possibilities for both activist approaches to rhetorical
studies, and rhetorical approaches to activist projects, facilitating better understanding the
socio-political consequences of this work. With contributors from widely known scholars in
communication and composition studies, the collection offers practical cases that highlight how
rhetoric mediates, constitutes, and/or intervenes in democratic principles and practices. It also
considers theoretical questions that acknowledge profound voids in the rhetorical tradition (e.g.,
Western, neo-Aristotelian, liberal) and expand the horizon of traditional rhetorical perspectives. It
advocates new knowledge and practices that further promote civic engagement, social change and
democracy in the global context. Activism and Rhetoric will be appropriate for scholars and students
across disciplines, including rhetoric, composition, communication studies, political science, cultural
studies, and women’s studies.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Abraham Lincoln on Screen Mark S. Reinhart,



2024-09-17 President Abraham Lincoln is the most frequently portrayed American historical figure
in the history of the film and television arts, appearing onscreen as a character in more than 250
productions since the birth of the motion picture medium. This work covers each film and television
portrayal of Lincoln, providing essential cast, production and release information, and discussion of
each work's historical accuracy and artistic merits. This updated edition provides commentary on all
new screen works produced in recent years, including Steven Spielberg's award-winning 2012 film
Lincoln starring Daniel Day-Lewis in the title role.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: American Politics in Hollywood Film Ian Scott, 2000
This is the first book to investigate Hollywood's treatment of American politics, politicians and
political institutions. The author explains the influence - through creative, ideological and financial
means - that Hollywood has on politics, and vice-versa. Key questions of agenda setting are
addressed, as are the value-oriented frames of reference that Hollywood has helped shape in
educating and directing the American public about politics and democracy. American Politics in
Hollywood Filmis structured thematically, introducing sub-genres of election films, political
biographies, action, adventure and thriller films. There is an overarching chronological pattern,
beginning in the 1930's and ending in the 1990's, allowing the reader to trace the progression of the
genre. 25 black/white film stills are included.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Arts, Humanities and Cultural Affairs Act of
1975 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Select
Education, 1976
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Ken Jennings's Trivia Almanac Ken Jennings,
2008-01-15 The all-time champion and host of Jeopardy! gives you the chance to test your trivia
mettle in this ingeniously organized book of 8,888 questions. For example–February 21: In 1912, on
this day, Teddy Roosevelt coined the political phrase “hat in the ring,” so Ken Jennings fires off a
series of “ring” questions. In 1979, who became the first NFL quarterback with four Super Bowl
rings? What rings are divided by the Cassini Division? Also on this date, in 1981, the “goth” music
scene was born in London, so here’s a quiz on black-clad icons like Darth Vader, Johnny Cash, and
Zorro. Do you know the secret identities of Ivanhoe’s Black Knight or Men in Black’s Agent M? In
this ultimate book for trivia buffs and other assorted know-it-alls, the 365 entries feature “This Day
in History” factoids, trivia quizzes, and questions categorized by Jennings as “Easy,” “Hard,” and
“Yeah, Good Luck.” Topics cover every subject under the sun, from paleontology to mixology, sports
feats to Bach suites, medieval popes to daytime soaps. This addictive gathering of facts, oddities,
devilishly clever quizzes, and other flights of fancy will make each day a fun and intriguing new
challenge.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: The "Disguised" Political Film in Contemporary
Hollywood Betty Kaklamanidou, 2018-04-19 With strict guidelines on methodology and time frame
-- films produced after September 2001, and a socio-semiotic theoretical framework -- Betty
Kaklamanidou unpacks the problematic terms and ideas that go along with defining a new genre.
Kaklamanidou considers a different sub-genre per chapter, placing each group of films in their
socio-historical context to reach conclusions about the production of political films in millennial
Hollywood. In shifting the terms of the debate, The Disguised Political Film in Contemporary
Hollywood offers a fresh, new approach to the subject of the political film. The political film is not a
clearly delineated object but rather an elusive one and resistant to clear boundaries. So, what is a
political film? Can The Hunger Games (2012) belong to the same category as Lincoln (2012)? Is
Jarhead (2005) a political movie simply because it is set during the Gulf War but with no reference to
the motives of the conflict and/or American and Arab relations, and thus in the same group of war
films such as The Three Kings (1999), another narrative that focuses on the same military conflict
but includes direct commentary to governmental and military strategies? Are historical films by
definition political since the majority deals with significant events and/or people in a specific
socio-cultural landscape?
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Wartime Entertainment Anton Rippon, Nicola



Rippon, 2025-03-31 It might have ended 80 years ago, but we still have a warm, nostalgic
relationship with the Second World War, due in no small part to the love we have for the
entertainment from those turbulent times. Singers like Vera Lynn – the ‘Forces Sweetheart’ – Gracie
Fields, Anne Shelton, and the Andrews Sisters, bandleader Glenn Miller whose fate is still a mystery,
films like Gone With The Wind, Casablanca, Mrs Miniver, In Which We Serve, Goodbye Mr Chips,
and morale-boosting radio programs like ITMA, Music While You Work and Hi Gang! all helped
Britain to stay calm and carry on as it sheltered from the bombs, worked long hours in munitions
factories, and prayed that its menfolk fighting on land, sea and in the air to bring about victory
would one day return home safely. Wartime Entertainment: How Britain Kept Smiling Through the
Second World War relives the wartime years, looking at the songs and the singers, at the role that
the BBC – ‘Auntie’ – played not only in entertaining the nation but also in keeping it informed, at how
West End theater survived the Blitz, and at the bands that played both the big dance venues and the
village halls to raise spirits and, for a few hours at least, lighten the mood of those dark and
dangerous days. The book considers the work of the Crown Film Unit that made short information
and documentary films as well as longer drama-documentaries and even a few straight drama
productions for the public in Britain and abroad, and at ENSA – the Entertainments National Service
Association – that provided entertainment for British armed forces personnel both at home and
abroad.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: The Progression of the American Presidency J.
Twombly, 2013-02-12 The contemporary presidency, and the nation it governs, is more dependent
on the individual in office than ever before. The Progression of the American Presidency examines in
detail the institution of the American presidency from the selection process, to the president's
individual responsibilities, to his interactions with other actors in the political arena. Twombly
argues that regardless of how well suited a particular individual may be for a specific time in office,
he or she will leave an indelible imprint on the office for those who follow. Each successful president
changed the institution in which he served by expanding its scope and power and raising the bar of
public (and historical) expectations. Both scholarly and conversational, The Progression of the
American Presidency is essential reading for anyone interested in the evolving state of the Oval
Office.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Your Mother's Not a Virgin! John Barbour,
2019-03-19 A high school dropout at 15, and deported from Canada at 17, John Barbour is
recognized as the godfather of reality TV for his role as the creator, producer, co-host, and writer of
the trendsetting hit Real People. He won the first of his five Emmys as the original host of AM LA in
1970, where he interviewed controversial anti-war guests like Mohammed Ali, Cesar Chavez, and
Jane Fonda. He was the first in America to do film reviews on the news, winning three more
consecutive Emmys as KNBC's Critic-At-Large. He spent ten years as Los Angeles Magazine's most
widely read and quoted critic and early in his career, he made stand-up comedy appearances on The
Dean Martin Show, The Tonight Show, and others. In 1992 he wrote and directed the award-winning
The Garrison Tapes, which Director Oliver Stone heralded as the perfect companion piece to my
movie, JFK. In 2017 he wrote and directed part two: The American Media and the Second
Assassination of President John F. Kennedy, which was applauded as the definitive film on JFK and
the rise of Fake News. In this highly entertaining, deeply informative autobiography, readers will
discover what a multifaceted storyteller Barbour is.
  mr smith goes to washington questions: Energizing Staff Development Using Film Clips
Walter R. Olsen, William A. Sommers, 2005-09-08 One of the fastest ways to provide an
understanding is through a story or a visual. Film clips do both. This book is an invaluable aid to any
staff developer who wants to captivate an audience and teach at the same time. -Dr. Ruby Payne,
President aha! Process, Inc. Because our metaphorical minds learn through finding patterns,
relationships, and analogies, the use of film clips to illuminate such elusive but enduring values as
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