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plain style a guide to written english offers a refreshing approach to
communication that emphasizes clarity, simplicity, and directness. In a world
overflowing with complex jargon and convoluted sentences, mastering the plain
style can be a game-changer for writers, professionals, and anyone eager to
convey their ideas effectively. This guide unpacks the essence of plain style
writing, helping you understand how to craft messages that resonate and are
easily understood by diverse audiences.

What Is Plain Style in Written English?

Plain style is a writing technique that focuses on straightforward, clear,
and concise language. Unlike ornate or elaborate prose, plain style strips
away unnecessary complexity to prioritize meaning and readability. It’s about
choosing words and sentence structures that make the text accessible without
sacrificing professionalism or nuance.

This style is not about dumbing down content but about making it transparent
and user-friendly. It’s widely used in business communication, legal
documents, technical writing, and anywhere clarity is paramount. By adopting
plain style, writers can ensure their readers grasp the message quickly and
accurately.

The Origins and Importance of Plain Style

Historically, plain style has roots in various literary traditions, notably
in the works of early English writers who valued clear communication. In
modern times, governments and organizations have promoted plain language
initiatives to improve public understanding of policies, instructions, and
legal texts.

The importance of plain style lies in its ability to eliminate
misunderstandings. When writing is clear, readers spend less time decoding
the message and more time engaging with the content. This leads to better
decision-making, enhanced trust, and more efficient communication overall.

Key Principles of Plain Style Writing

Understanding the core principles of plain style can transform your writing.
These principles help you build content that is not only readable but also
engaging and impactful.

1. Use Simple and Familiar Words

Avoid jargon, technical terms, and complex vocabulary unless absolutely
necessary. Instead, choose common words that your audience will recognize



instantly. For example, use “buy” instead of “purchase,” or “help” instead of
“facilitate.” Simple language doesn’t mean simplistic—it means accessible.

2. Keep Sentences Short and Direct

Long sentences filled with multiple clauses can confuse readers. Aim for
brevity by breaking complex ideas into shorter sentences. This clarity helps
maintain the reader’s attention and reduces cognitive load.

3. Write in the Active Voice

Active voice makes sentences more dynamic and clearer by showing who performs
the action. For example, “The manager approved the report” is more
straightforward than “The report was approved by the manager.” Active
constructions often require fewer words and reduce ambiguity.

4. Organize Information Logically

Structure your writing so that ideas flow naturally. Use headings,
subheadings, and paragraphs to guide readers through your content. Logical
organization allows readers to anticipate what comes next and find
information quickly.

5. Avoid Unnecessary Words and Redundancies

Every word should serve a purpose. Cut out fillers, redundancies, and
repetitive phrases. For instance, instead of saying “each and every,” just
“each” or “every” suffices. This lean approach enhances readability and
respects the reader’s time.

Benefits of Using Plain Style in Various
Contexts

Plain style isn’t just a writing fad—it delivers practical advantages across
different fields and audiences.

Improves Accessibility

By using clear language, you make your content accessible to people with
varying literacy levels, non-native English speakers, and those with
cognitive challenges. This inclusivity broadens your reach and promotes
equality.



Enhances Professional Communication

In business and legal contexts, plain style can reduce errors and
misinterpretations. Clear contracts, emails, and reports lead to smoother
transactions and fewer disputes.

Boosts Reader Engagement

Readers are more likely to stay engaged with content they can easily
understand. Plain style encourages active reading and fosters better
retention of information.

Facilitates Faster Decision-Making

When instructions or policies are clear, readers can act promptly without
seeking clarifications. This efficiency is crucial in healthcare, government,
customer service, and many other fields.

Practical Tips for Adopting Plain Style in Your
Writing

Transitioning to plain style writing can be straightforward if you follow
these actionable tips.

Know Your Audience

Tailor your language to the knowledge and needs of your readers. Avoid
assumptions about their familiarity with specialized terms, and provide
explanations when necessary.

Use Tools and Resources

Leverage readability checkers and plain language guidelines to assess and
improve your writing. Many online tools highlight lengthy sentences, passive
voice, and complex words.

Edit Ruthlessly

First drafts rarely embody plain style perfectly. Review your work with a
critical eye, trimming unnecessary words and simplifying sentence
constructions. Reading aloud can help identify awkward phrasing.



Practice Consistency

Maintain a consistent tone and style throughout your document. Consistency
helps build reader confidence and makes your writing appear polished and
professional.

Incorporate Clear Formatting

Use bullet points, numbered lists, and appropriate spacing to break up text.
Visual clarity complements plain language by making information easier to
scan and digest.

Common Misconceptions About Plain Style

Many hesitate to embrace plain style because they fear it might make their
writing seem dull or unsophisticated. However, plain style is not about
eliminating personality or creativity. Instead, it challenges writers to
express ideas vividly yet clearly.

Another misconception is that plain style is only for simple topics. In
reality, even complex subjects benefit from plain language because it
distills essential information without overwhelming readers.

Examples of Plain Style in Action

Consider this sentence packed with jargon and passive voice:

“Notwithstanding the aforementioned circumstances, the committee’s decision
to proceed with the implementation of the policy was duly ratified.”

Now, rewritten in plain style:

“Despite the earlier issues, the committee approved the policy.”

The second sentence is easier to read, understand, and remember. It
demonstrates how plain style cuts through unnecessary complexity without
losing meaning.

Why Plain Style Matters in the Digital Age

With the rise of digital communication—emails, social media, blogs, and
more—plain style has become more relevant than ever. Readers often skim
content on screens, making clarity and brevity crucial. Writing in plain
style improves user experience and increases the likelihood that your message
will be read and acted upon.

Moreover, search engines favor clear and well-organized content, which can
boost your SEO rankings. Using plain, natural language helps your writing
connect with both human readers and algorithms, expanding your content’s



visibility.

---

Embracing plain style in written English is more than a trend; it's a way to
communicate with impact and empathy. Whether you're drafting a business
proposal, creating a blog post, or writing instructions, adopting plain style
principles ensures your message is clear, engaging, and accessible to all
readers. By focusing on simplicity and clarity, you open the door to better
understanding and stronger connections through your writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Plain Style' in written English?

Plain Style is a clear, straightforward way of writing that focuses on
simplicity and directness, avoiding unnecessary complexity and ornate
language to ensure the message is easily understood.

Why is 'Plain Style' important in modern written
English?

Plain Style is important because it enhances readability and comprehension,
making communication more effective, especially in professional, legal, and
technical contexts where clarity is crucial.

What are some key principles of 'Plain Style' in
writing?

Key principles include using simple vocabulary, short sentences, active
voice, and organizing content logically to make the text accessible and easy
to follow.

How can one improve their writing using the 'Plain
Style'?

To improve writing with Plain Style, focus on eliminating jargon, breaking
down complex ideas into simpler terms, using bullet points for clarity, and
revising sentences to be concise and direct.

Are there any recommended resources or guides for
learning 'Plain Style' in English?

Yes, resources such as 'The Elements of Style' by Strunk and White,
government plain language manuals, and online courses on plain language
writing can help writers master the Plain Style.

Additional Resources
**Plain Style: A Guide to Written English**



plain style a guide to written english serves as an essential framework for
clear and effective communication, particularly in professional and
journalistic contexts. In an era where information overload is commonplace,
the ability to convey ideas simply and directly is invaluable. This approach
to writing strips away unnecessary complexity, favoring straightforward
language and structure, which enhances readability and comprehension. As
digital content continues to dominate, mastering plain style in written
English becomes crucial for engaging diverse audiences and ensuring messages
are not lost in convoluted prose.

The Essence of Plain Style in Written English

Plain style is characterized by its emphasis on clarity, brevity, and
accessibility. Unlike ornate or overly formal writing that can alienate
readers, plain style seeks to communicate ideas without ambiguity or
excessive jargon. The primary goal is to make writing approachable for a
broad audience, including non-native speakers and individuals with varying
literacy levels.

Historically, plain style emerged as a reaction against the verbose and
elaborate writing common in earlier centuries. It gained prominence in
government, business, and legal documents as a means to improve transparency
and reduce misunderstandings. Today, it is a key principle in technical
writing, content marketing, and academic communication.

Core Principles of Plain Style

At its core, plain style adheres to several fundamental principles that guide
writers toward effective communication:

Clarity: Avoiding ambiguous words and complex sentence structures to
ensure the message is understood.

Brevity: Eliminating unnecessary words and redundancies to deliver
concise content.

Active Voice: Using active rather than passive constructions to create
direct and engaging sentences.

Familiar Vocabulary: Choosing common words over technical terms unless
absolutely necessary.

Logical Organization: Structuring content in a coherent flow that guides
the reader smoothly through ideas.

These principles not only improve the reader’s experience but also enhance
the effectiveness of the communication, whether in reports, emails, or web
content.



Why Plain Style Matters in Contemporary Writing

The digital age has transformed how individuals consume written content. With
shrinking attention spans and the proliferation of information channels,
writers must prioritize clarity and simplicity. Plain style offers several
distinct advantages in this environment:

Improved Readability and Engagement

Studies in readability consistently show that simpler language correlates
with higher reader retention and understanding. For instance, content written
in plain style is more likely to be read fully and shared. This is
particularly relevant for websites, blogs, and social media, where users
quickly decide whether to engage based on initial impressions.

Accessibility and Inclusivity

Plain style promotes inclusivity by making texts accessible to a wider
audience, including those with limited English proficiency or cognitive
disabilities. Organizations committed to diversity and inclusion increasingly
adopt plain English guidelines to ensure their communications meet legal and
ethical standards.

Reduction of Miscommunication

In professional settings, ambiguous or overly complex writing can lead to
costly errors. Plain style reduces the risk of misinterpretation by
presenting information transparently. For example, government agencies and
healthcare providers utilize plain language to minimize confusion and improve
compliance.

Implementing Plain Style: Techniques and Best
Practices

Adopting plain style in written English requires deliberate effort and
awareness. Writers must move beyond habitual complexity and embrace
simplicity without sacrificing nuance or professionalism.

Sentence Structure and Word Choice

A practical starting point is to favor short, direct sentences. Complex
sentences with multiple clauses can obscure the main point. For example:

Complex: “The report, which was prepared by the committee after
extensive deliberation, outlines several recommendations that are to be
implemented in the forthcoming fiscal year.”



Plain style: “The committee prepared the report. It outlines
recommendations for the next fiscal year.”

Additionally, selecting common words over obscure synonyms makes text more
relatable. Instead of “utilize,” plain style advocates using “use.” This
subtle shift enhances clarity without diminishing professionalism.

Active vs. Passive Voice

Active voice fosters engagement by highlighting the subject performing an
action. Passive constructions can be vague or unnecessarily wordy. Compare:

Passive: “The application was submitted by the applicant on Monday.”

Active (plain style): “The applicant submitted the application on
Monday.”

While passive voice is sometimes appropriate, especially when the actor is
unknown or unimportant, plain style encourages active voice as the default.

Formatting for Readability

Plain style extends beyond word choice to include how information is
presented visually. Effective formatting techniques include:

Using headings and subheadings to break up text

Employing bullet points or numbered lists for clarity

Incorporating white space to reduce cognitive load

Highlighting key terms or concepts through bold or italics

These methods help readers scan content quickly and locate important
information effortlessly.

Challenges and Criticisms of Plain Style

Despite its widespread benefits, plain style is not without its challenges.
Critics argue that overly simplistic writing can sometimes strip text of
nuance or fail to convey complex ideas adequately. In academic and literary
contexts, where depth and stylistic expression matter, plain style may seem
restrictive.

Moreover, translating technical jargon into plain language requires expertise



and domain knowledge. There is a risk that oversimplification leads to
inaccuracies or loss of critical details.

Finally, cultural differences influence perceptions of formality and
appropriateness in writing. What is considered plain and clear in one
language or culture may appear blunt or informal in another. Therefore,
writers must balance plain style principles with audience expectations and
context.

Balancing Plain Style with Professionalism

The most effective written English strikes a balance between simplicity and
sophistication. Writers can maintain credibility by using plain style while
preserving the necessary terminology and details that convey expertise. This
balance is particularly important in fields such as law, medicine, and
engineering, where precision is paramount.

Resources and Tools to Master Plain Style

For those seeking to improve their command of plain style, a variety of
resources and tools are available:

Style Guides: Publications like the “Plain English Campaign” and
government style manuals provide comprehensive guidelines.

Readability Checkers: Online tools such as Hemingway Editor or Grammarly
analyze text for complexity and suggest improvements.

Writing Workshops: Professional development courses focused on business
writing or technical communication emphasize plain style techniques.

Peer Review: Having colleagues review and critique drafts can identify
areas where language can be simplified.

Integrating these resources into regular writing practices enhances clarity
and ensures consistency with plain style standards.

Plain style remains a cornerstone of effective written English, bridging the
gap between writer and reader in an increasingly complex communication
landscape. By embracing its principles, professionals can craft messages that
are not only understood but also valued by their audiences.
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  plain style a guide to written english: Plain Style Christopher Lasch, 2025-05-13 Plain Style
is an amusing and instructive guide to written English by the late Christopher Lasch, author of The
Culture of Narcissism, The True and Only Heaven, and many other memorable works of American
history and social criticism. Written for the benefit of the students at the University of Rochester,
where Lasch taught from 1970 until his death in 1994, it quickly established itself in typescript as a
local classic—a lively, witty, and historically minded alternative to the famous volume by William
Strunk and E. B. White, The Elements of Style. Now available for the first time in published form,
Plain Style is fundamentally a clear, readable, practical guide to the timeless principles of effective
composition. At the same time, however, in ways that Stewart Weaver explains in his critical
introduction, it is a distinctive and revealing addition to the published work of an eminent American
thinker. No mere primer, Plain Style is an essay in cultural criticism, a political treatise even, by one
for whom directness, clarity, and honesty of expression were essential to the living spirit of
democracy. As the teachers and students who have for years benefited from its succinct wisdom will
testify, Plain Style is an indispensable guide to writing and, indeed, Christopher Lasch's
least-expected but perhaps most serviceable work.
  plain style a guide to written english: Revise Pamela Haag, 2021-03-23 A helpful, engaging
guide to the revision of scholarly writing by an editor and award-winning author Pamela Haag has
been called 'the tenure whisperer' for good reason. Any scholar who hopes to attract a wider
audience of readers will benefit from the brilliant, step-by-step guidance shared here. It's pure gold
for all aspiring nonfiction writers.--Nancy MacLean, author of Democracy in Chains: The Deep
History of the Radical Right's Stealth Plan for America Writing and revision are two different skills.
Many scholar-writers have learned something about how to write, but fewer know how to read and
revise their own writing, spot editorial issues, and transform a draft from passable to great. Drawing
on before and after examples from more than a decade as a developmental editor of scholarly works,
Pamela Haag tackles the most common challenges of scholarly writing. This book is packed with
practical, user-friendly advice and is written with warmth, humor, sympathy, and flair. With an
inspiring passion for natural language, Haag demonstrates how to reconcile clarity with intellectual
complexity. Designed to be an in-the-trenches desktop reference, this indispensable resource can
help scholars develop a productive self-editing habit, advise their graduate and other students on
style, and, ultimately, get their work published and praised.
  plain style a guide to written english: Hope in a Scattering Time Eric Miller, 2010-04-16
This is the first biography of the best-selling author of The culture of narcissism and other modern
American classics. His brand of historically and psychologically informed social criticism was
uncommonly prescient and remains surprisingly relevant to our cultural dilemmas. So does his
example, as Eric Miller shows in this vivid and engaging book. Lasch's uncompromising
independence cast him as Socrates in an age of sophists, and the sweeping range, critical intensity,
high seriousness, and rigorous honesty of his writings won him warm admirers, many fierce critics,
and a circle of brilliant and devoted students. Miller's biography offers lasch's life as a ringing case
for the dignity of the intellectual's calling.
  plain style a guide to written english: Journal of a Dissenter Chris Wright, 2025-01-20 This is
a lengthy intellectual journal by a political radical that ranges over a variety of subjects, such as
Marxism, capitalism, history, many schools of modern philosophy, psychology, economics, and
contemporary American politics. It also includes quite a few 'personal' passages, but I've kept those
only because they express common experiences and youthful psychological tendencies. Its most
useful content for students might be its many summaries of good historical and scientific
scholarship, especially in the journal's second half. Ultimately, the document is a fairly
comprehensive expression of a particular society as refracted through an inquisitive and critical
mind, from the ages of 15 to 44.
  plain style a guide to written english: First You Write a Sentence Joe Moran, 2019-08-13 “Do
you want to write clearer, livelier prose? This witty primer will help.” —The New York Times Book



Review An exploration of how the most ordinary words can be turned into verbal constellations of
extraordinary grace through the art of building sentences The sentence is the common ground
where every writer walks. A good sentence can be written (and read) by anyone if we simply give it
the gift of our time, and it is as close as most of us will get to making something truly beautiful.
Using minimal technical terms and sources ranging from the Bible and Shakespeare to George
Orwell and Maggie Nelson, as well as scientific studies of what can best fire the reader's mind,
author Joe Moran shows how we can all write in a way that is clear, compelling and alive. Whether
dealing with finding the ideal word, building a sentence, or constructing a paragraph, First You
Write a Sentence informs by light example: much richer than a style guide, it can be read not only
for instruction but for pleasure and delight. And along the way, it shows how good writing can help
us notice the world, make ourselves known to others, and live more meaningful lives. It's an elegant
gem in praise of the English sentence.
  plain style a guide to written english: Achieving Success for New and Aspiring
Superintendents Mary Frances Callan, William Levinson, 2010-11-10 Callan and Levinson illustrate
the complexities of superintendent′s job and provide concrete strategies to proactively address
them—a nice overview to start with and reference to use over time. —Peter Dillon, Superintendent
Berkshire Hills Regional School District, Stockbridge, MA This book provides valuable information
for aspiring and new superintendents. I wish this resource had been available when I was
considering the superintendency. —Marie Blum, Superintendent Canaseraga Central School District,
NY An expert guide to becoming a successful superintendent Veteran superintendents Mary Frances
Callan and William Levinson provide engaging examples and practical advice based on years of
experience in this comprehensive how-to guide for aspiring and new superintendents. They believe
that understanding all aspects of the superintendency is critical to developing expertise and that
those who master a wide array of leadership and organizational skills significantly increase their
chances for success. Offering both the benefits of their knowledge and a vision for the future, the
authors cover a full range of topics, including: Keys to providing exceptional instructional leadership
Strategic planning, goal setting, and decision making Budgeting, negotiations and collective
bargaining Effective communication with staff, the board, unions, and the media This unique
reference focuses on the interconnections between leadership, organization, and action and provides
tools for assessing the most appropriate response to any on-the-job situation.
  plain style a guide to written english: Creating Performances for Teaching and Learning
Chris McRae, Aubrey Huber, 2017-07-13 This book uses the metaphors of practice spaces and
practice sessions to demonstrate the connection between creative and performance practices, and
critical pedagogy. It offers a conceptual framework for using performance and creative practices as
starting points for developing philosophies and practices of teaching that are grounded in aesthetic,
creative, and critical approaches to education. The practice sessions for pedagogy presented include
a range of creative endeavours, such as performance workshops, musical routines, crafting
practices, and writing. By focusing on the critical function of creative practices, the book emphasizes
the ways creativity can reveal the relationship between everyday acts, and social and cultural
ideologies and structures. Creative practices also present the opportunity for imagining new, more
socially just and inclusive, configurations of these relationships. This book is designed for teachers
and students interested in critical pedagogy, performance, and creative educational practices.
  plain style a guide to written english: Confessing History John Fea, Jay Green, Eric Miller,
2010-11-15 At the end of his landmark 1994 book, The Soul of the American University, historian
George Marsden asserted that religious faith does indeed have a place in today’s academia.
Marsden’s contention sparked a heated debate on the role of religious faith and intellectual
scholarship in academic journals and in the mainstream media. The contributors to Confessing
History: Explorations in Christian Faith and the Historian’s Vocation expand the discussion about
religion’s role in education and culture and examine what the relationship between faith and
learning means for the academy today. The contributors to Confessing History ask how the vocation
of historian affects those who are also followers of Christ. What implications do Christian faith and



practice have for living out one’s calling as an historian? And to what extent does one’s calling as a
Christian disciple speak to the nature, quality, or goals of one’s work as scholar, teacher, adviser,
writer, community member, or social commentator? Written from several different theological and
professional points of view, the essays collected in this volume explore the vocation of the historian
and its place in both the personal and professional lives of Christian disciples.
  plain style a guide to written english: Shaping Your Career Don Haviland, Anna M. Ortiz,
Laura Henriques, 2023-07-03 Going beyond providing you with the tools, strategies, and approaches
that you need to navigate the complexity of academic life, Don Haviland, Anna Ortiz, and Laura
Henriques offer an empowering framework for taking ownership of and becoming an active agent in
shaping your career.This book recognizes, as its point of departure, that faculty are rarely prepared
for the range of roles they need to play or the varied institutions in which they may work, let alone
understand how to navigate institutional context, manage the politics of academe, develop positive
professional relationships, align individual goals with institutional expectations, or possess the time
management skills to juggle the conflicting demands on their time.The book is infused by the
authors’ love for what they do while also recognizing the challenging nature of their work. In
demonstrating how you can manage your career, they weave in the personal and institutional
dimensions of their experience and offer vignettes from their longitudinal study of pre-tenure faculty
to illustrate typical issues you may have to contend with, and normalize many of the concerns you
may face as a new member of the academy. This book offers you:• The resources, tips, and
strategies to develop a strong, healthy career as a faculty member• Empowerment— you take
ownership of and become an active agent in shaping your career• Advice and strategies to help
women and members of traditionally underrepresented racial and ethnic groups navigate
institutional structures that affect them differently• An understanding of the changing nature of
academic work, and of how to grow and succeed in this new environmentWhile explicitly addressed
to early career faculty, this book’s message of empowerment is of equal utility for full-time faculty,
both tenure-track and non-tenure track, and can usefully serve as a text for graduate courses.
Department chairs, deans, and faculty developers will find it a useful resource to offer their new
colleagues.
  plain style a guide to written english: Walk Away Grant Havers, Lee Trepanier, 2019-07-19
This book examines key twentieth-century philosophers, theologians, and social scientists who began
their careers with commitments to the political left only later to reappraise or reject them. Their
reevaluation of their own previous positions reveals not only the change in their own thought but
also the societal changes in the culture, economics, and politics to which they were reacting. By
exploring the evolution of the political thought of these philosophers, this book draws connections
among these thinkers and schools and discovers the general trajectory of twentieth-century political
thinking in the West.
  plain style a guide to written english: Verbal Hygiene Deborah Cameron, 2005-06-28 In this
book, Cameron explores popular attitudes towards language and examines the practices by which
people attempt to regulate its use. She also argues that popular discourse about language values
serves a function for those engaged in it.
  plain style a guide to written english: Choice , 2008
  plain style a guide to written english: Effective Writing Skills for Public Relations John
Foster, 2008-06-03 Effective Writing Skills for Public Relations is a valuable reference source on the
basics of style and presentation with helpful hints on making the best use of written communication.
It advises on how to write concisely using jargon-free language whilst avoiding overused words and
phrases. There is guidance on policing house style with emphasis on consistency and advice on
punctuation, headlines and captions. As well as this there are tips on what makes a good press
release and how to use effective design and layout to produce easy to read text. Readers will also
find help on public speaking, pronunciation and the standard writing skills needed in the office. This
fourth edition includes new sections on website content and design, legal issues in websites and
emails, what journalists look for in company websites, meeting the needs of your target audience,



controlling and getting the best out of emails, writing and designing ezines, setting up online media
centres and comparing Video News Releases with B-rolls of roughly edited footage. Standard proof
correction marks are included together with a glossary of terms. This is an essential hands-on
practical guide for anyone earning a living through the written or spoken word.
  plain style a guide to written english: Writing Skills for Public Relations John Foster,
2012-10-03 Writing Skills for Public Relations is filled with helpful pointers and useful examples for
public relations practitioners at all levels who need to make the best use of written communication.
Covering both style and presentation, it addresses the dos and don'ts of English grammar, including
jargon and clichés, as well as important legal considerations. Along with guidance on editing,
policing house style, writing for the press, public speaking, pronunciation and good text design and
layout, this fifth edition provides valuable advice on writing for online and social media. This is an
essential hands-on practical guide for anyone earning a living through the written or spoken word.
  plain style a guide to written english: Garner's Modern American Usage Bryan Garner,
2009-08-27 Since first appearing in 1998, Garner's Modern American Usage has established itself as
the preeminent guide to the effective use of the English language. Brimming with witty, erudite
essays on troublesome words and phrases, this book authoritatively shows how to avoid the
countless pitfalls that await unwary writers and speakers whether the issues relate to grammar,
punctuation, word choice, or pronunciation. Now in the third edition, readers will find the Garner's
Language-Change Index, which registers where each disputed usage in modern English falls on a
five-stage continuum from nonacceptability (to the language community as a whole) to acceptability,
giving the book a consistent standard throughout. Garner's Modern American Usage, 3e is the first
usage guide ever to incorporate such a language-change index, and the judgments are based both on
Garner's own original research in linguistic corpora and on his analysis of hundreds of earlier
studies. Another first in this edition is the panel of critical readers: 120-plus commentators who have
helped Garner reassess and update the text, so that every page has been improved.
  plain style a guide to written english: The Postcolonial Intellectual Oliver Lovesey,
2016-03-03 Addressing a neglected dimension in postcolonial scholarship, Oliver Lovesey examines
the figure of the postcolonial intellectual as repeatedly evoked by the fabled troika of Said, Spivak,
and Bhabha and by members of the pan-African diaspora such as Cabral, Fanon, and James.
Lovesey’s primary focus is Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, one of the greatest writers of post-independence
Africa. Ngũgĩ continues to be a vibrant cultural agitator and innovator who, in contrast to many
other public intellectuals, has participated directly in grassroots cultural renewal, enduring
imprisonment and exile as a consequence of his engagement in political action. Lovesey’s
comprehensive study concentrates on Ngũgĩ’s non-fictional prose writings, including his largely
overlooked early journalism and his most recent autobiographical and theoretical work. He offers a
postcolonial critique that acknowledges Ngũgĩ’s complex position as a virtual spokesperson for the
oppressed and global conscience who now speaks from a location of privilege. Ngũgĩ’s writings,
Lovesey shows, display a seemingly paradoxical consistency in their concerns over nearly five
decades at the same time that there have been enormous transformations in his ideology and a shift
in his focus from Africa’s holocaust to Africa’s renaissance. Lovesey argues that Ngũgĩ’s view of the
intellectual has shifted from an alienated, nearly neocolonial stance to a position that allows him to
celebrate intellectual activism and a return to the model of the oral vernacular intellectual even as
he challenges other global intellectuals. Tracing the development of this notion of the postcolonial
intellectual, Lovesey argues for Ngũgĩ’s rightful position as a major postcolonial theorist who helped
establish postcolonial studies.
  plain style a guide to written english: Garner's Dictionary of Legal Usage Bryan A. Garner,
2011 This new edition of Garner's Dictionary of Legal Usage discusses and analyzes modern legal
vocabulary and style more thoroughly than any other contemporary reference work. Since the first
edition, Bryan A. Garner has drawn on his unrivaled experience as a legal editor to refine his
position on legal usage. The new Third Edition remains indispensable: Garner has updated entries
throughout, added hundreds of new entries and thousands of new illustrative quotations from



judicial opinions and leading lawbooks, revised the selected bibliography, and expanded and
updated cross-references to guide readers quickly and easily. A new preface introduces the reader to
this edition and discusses content that has been newly incorporated. Influential writers and editors
rely on Garner's Dictionary of Legal Usage daily. It is an essential resource for practicing lawyers,
legal scholars, and libraries of all sizes and types, functioning as both a style guide and a law
dictionary, guiding writers to distinguish between true terms of law and mere jargon and illustrating
recommended forms of expression. Common blunders are discussed in ways that will discourage
writers from any further use. The origins of frequently used expressions are described with engaging
prose. Collectively, there is no better resource for approaching legal writing in a logical, clear, and
error-free way.
  plain style a guide to written english: Clear and Concise Susan McKerihan, 2015-02-02 How
well do you write? Good communication is a skill required by all professionals. Whether you're
preparing reports, conducting reviews or simply writing emails, expressing your ideas clearly and
persuasively is fundamental to your success in the workplace. Susan McKerihan has spent over
twenty years assisting corporate clients to perfect their written communications. In Clear & Concise
she shares her secrets, using real-world examples to show how to avoid common writing traps, such
as wordiness, ambiguity and repetition. By eliminating these habitual errors from your work and by
using a logical top-down structure, you can improve the readability of your writing. And when your
words are lucid and focused, your thinking becomes sharper, and you become more impressive and
more productive. Clear & Concise is the only writing guide you will ever need.
  plain style a guide to written english: The Rough Guide to Beijing Simon Lewis, 2013-10-31
The Rough Guide to Beijing is the ultimate insider's guide to China's fascinating capital. With the
extravagant 2008 Olympics having served as its coming out party, the city has matured; as well as
fantastic historic sites that testify to its thousands of years at the heart of the Chinese empire, the
city now offers world beating hotels, super-fashionable restaurants and the coolest clubs. All the
major and off beat sights are covered, from the avant garde architectural projects such as the new
CCTV Tower, to hip bar district Nanluogu Xiang, and the achingly cool arts districts of 798 and
Caochangdi. Brushing aside the hype, the guide also reveals the best places to try every kind of
cuisine, including, of course, Beijing duck, and the best places to stay, from charming youth hostels
tucked down alleyways and courtyard boutique hotels to the most luxurious business behemoths.
When the pace of the city gets too frenetic, there's all you need to know for great daytrips, from the
magnificent temples of Chengde to the grandest and most secluded stretches of the Great Wall.Easy
to read maps are provided throughout the guide, plus there's a handy colour subway map, and the
pinyin and Chinese characters are given for all destinations. Originally published in print in 2011.
Now available in ePub format.
  plain style a guide to written english: Redesigning English Sharon Goodman, David
Graddol, 1996 The rapid development of communications technology is transforming the manner in
which people communicate across time and space. In this book, the authors examine the ways in
which the English language has adapted to new media
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