
with the old breed at peleliu and
okinawa

**With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa: A Testament to Marine Corps
Valor**

with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa is not just a phrase; it evokes
powerful images of courage, sacrifice, and the relentless spirit of the
United States Marine Corps during two of the fiercest battles in the Pacific
Theater of World War II. These campaigns showcased the tenacity of Marines
who faced brutal terrain, entrenched enemies, and unimaginable hardships. The
story of "With the Old Breed," famously chronicled by Eugene Sledge, provides
an intimate and unvarnished look into the experiences of those who fought at
Peleliu and Okinawa, forever shaping our understanding of war, brotherhood,
and resilience.

The Significance of Peleliu and Okinawa in the
Pacific War

Before delving into the firsthand accounts and lessons from *With the Old
Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa*, it's important to grasp why these two battles
were pivotal. As the Allies moved closer to Japan, capturing strategically
vital islands became essential to launching a successful invasion of the
Japanese home islands.

The Battle of Peleliu: A Brutal Test of Endurance

The Battle of Peleliu, fought in September 1944, was initially expected to be
a relatively quick operation. However, the Japanese defenders employed deeply
fortified caves and bunkers, turning the island into a fortress. The Marines
had to fight inch by inch through coral ridges and sweltering heat, often
facing deadly machine-gun fire and well-coordinated counterattacks.

Peleliu's landscape was as unforgiving as the combat itself. The coral
terrain made movement difficult, and the lack of fresh water and extreme heat
added to the suffering. Eugene Sledge's account reflects the psychological
and physical toll the battle took on those involved, highlighting the brutal
reality behind military strategy and casualty statistics.

The Battle of Okinawa: The Last Major Campaign

Just months after Peleliu, the Battle of Okinawa commenced in April 1945. It
was the largest amphibious assault in the Pacific War and one of the
bloodiest. Okinawa was strategically crucial as it offered a staging ground
for the planned invasion of Japan, and the Japanese were determined to resist
fiercely.

Marines faced a determined enemy, kamikaze attacks, and challenging terrain
that included rugged hills and dense villages. The battle lasted nearly three
months and resulted in massive casualties on both sides, including



significant civilian losses. The tenacity shown by the "old breed" during
this campaign symbolizes the harsh realities of war and the endurance of
those who fought it.

The Old Breed: Who Were They? 

The term “old breed” refers to the seasoned Marines who had already been
hardened by previous combat experience and who embodied the fighting spirit
of the Corps. These were men who had faced death repeatedly yet continued to
push forward, often leading younger Marines into combat with unwavering
resolve.

Eugene Sledge’s Memoir and Its Impact

Eugene Sledge, a Marine who fought in both Peleliu and Okinawa, authored
*With the Old Breed: At Peleliu and Okinawa*, offering a raw and deeply
personal perspective on the war. His memoir is widely regarded as one of the
most honest and gripping accounts of the Pacific War, providing insights into
the horrors of combat and the bonds forged between soldiers.

Sledge’s narrative stands out because it doesn’t glorify battle but rather
portrays the fear, exhaustion, and moral complexity faced by combatants. His
work has become essential reading for historians, military enthusiasts, and
anyone interested in the human aspect of warfare.

The Marine Corps Ethos in Action

The old breed exemplified the Marine Corps’ core values: honor, courage, and
commitment. Their actions at Peleliu and Okinawa demonstrated a unique brand
of grit and determination. Whether it was engaging in close-quarters combat,
navigating treacherous terrain, or enduring constant bombardment, these
Marines showed that success in battle often depended on sheer willpower and
teamwork.

Their experiences underscore the importance of training, leadership, and
morale in overcoming seemingly insurmountable odds. This ethos continues to
influence Marine Corps culture today and serves as a benchmark for military
professionalism.

Lessons from With the Old Breed at Peleliu and
Okinawa

The memoir and the history of these battles offer several enduring lessons
that resonate beyond the military sphere.

The Human Cost of War



One of the most striking aspects of *With the Old Breed* is its unflinching
portrayal of the human cost of war. The physical injuries, psychological
wounds, and loss of comrades all paint a picture of the profound sacrifices
made. Understanding these costs reminds readers that behind every strategic
victory are individuals who paid a heavy price.

The Importance of Leadership and Camaraderie

Leadership in combat is crucial, and the old breed demonstrated this
repeatedly. Junior officers and non-commissioned officers who led by example
often made the difference between survival and defeat. Equally important was
the camaraderie among Marines, which provided emotional support during the
darkest moments.

This reinforces the idea that success in any challenging environment—military
or civilian—depends not just on individual skill but on cohesive teamwork and
trust.

Adapting to Harsh Conditions

The battles of Peleliu and Okinawa were fought in extreme conditions,
including intense heat, rough terrain, and relentless enemy fire. The Marines
had to adapt quickly to survive. Their experiences teach the value of
flexibility, resourcefulness, and mental toughness in overcoming obstacles.

Why With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa
Still Matters Today

Understanding the experiences of the old breed at Peleliu and Okinawa is
essential for appreciating the complexities of warfare and the sacrifices
made by those who serve. Here’s why this legacy remains relevant:

Historical Insight: These battles illustrate the brutal realities of
World War II’s Pacific campaign and help contextualize the broader
conflict.

Military Education: Modern military training programs often incorporate
lessons from these campaigns to prepare soldiers for combat conditions.

Human Experience: Sledge’s memoir and other firsthand accounts remind us
of the psychological impact of war, fostering empathy and understanding.

Legacy of Valor: The courage and resilience of the old breed continue to
inspire service members and civilians alike.



Exploring the Battlefields Today

For those interested in military history or honoring the memory of the old
breed, visiting Peleliu and Okinawa offers a tangible connection to the past.
Both sites have preserved battlefields, memorials, and museums that recount
the fierce fighting and commemorate those who served.

Tips for Visiting Peleliu and Okinawa Battlefields

If you plan to explore these historic sites, here are a few helpful tips:

Plan Ahead: Research the specific locations and tours available to make
the most of your visit.

Respect the Sites: These are sacred grounds for many, so approach with
reverence and sensitivity.

Visit Museums: Museums on Okinawa and Peleliu provide detailed exhibits
and artifacts that enhance understanding.

Engage with Veterans: Whenever possible, listen to stories from veterans
or local historians to gain personal perspectives.

The Enduring Spirit of the Old Breed

The story of the old breed at Peleliu and Okinawa transcends time, reminding
us of the extraordinary sacrifices ordinary people make in the face of
unimaginable adversity. Their legacy is not just in the battles won but in
the lessons of perseverance, leadership, and humanity they left behind.
Through works like Eugene Sledge’s memoir and continued remembrance, we honor
their memory and ensure that the spirit of the old breed remains alive for
generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa'
about?

It is a memoir by Eugene B. Sledge that recounts his experiences as a U.S.
Marine during the brutal battles of Peleliu and Okinawa in World War II.

Who is the author of 'With the Old Breed at Peleliu
and Okinawa'?

The book was written by Eugene B. Sledge, a Marine who fought in both battles
and later became a professor and author.



Why is 'With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa'
considered an important World War II memoir?

It provides a raw, firsthand account of combat in the Pacific Theater,
highlighting the physical and psychological hardships faced by Marines, and
is praised for its honesty and detail.

How does 'With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa'
contribute to our understanding of the Pacific War?

The memoir offers an intimate perspective on the realities of jungle warfare,
the intense combat conditions, and the human cost of the battles, enriching
historical knowledge beyond strategic overviews.

Has 'With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa' been
adapted into any other media?

Yes, the book was a primary source for the HBO miniseries 'The Pacific,'
which dramatizes the experiences of Marines in the Pacific Theater during
World War II.

What themes are explored in 'With the Old Breed at
Peleliu and Okinawa'?

The memoir explores themes such as the brutality of war, camaraderie among
soldiers, survival, trauma, and the moral complexities faced by combatants
during intense battles.

Additional Resources
With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa: A Detailed Examination of Combat
and Legacy

with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa marks a significant chapter in the
annals of World War II history, encapsulating the brutal realities faced by
the United States Marines during two of the Pacific Theater’s most harrowing
battles. These engagements, immortalized by Eugene B. Sledge’s memoir and
subsequent adaptations, provide not only a visceral account of frontline
combat but also a profound exploration of soldierly endurance, camaraderie,
and the psychological toll of war. This article delves deeply into the
historical context, combat conditions, and enduring impact of the campaigns
at Peleliu and Okinawa, with a focus on the experiences of the “Old Breed”
Marines.

The Historical Context of Peleliu and Okinawa

Peleliu and Okinawa stand as two of the bloodiest battles fought in the
Pacific, occurring in the latter stages of the Second World War as Allied
forces pushed closer to the Japanese mainland. The Battle of Peleliu,
commencing in September 1944, was intended to secure an airstrip that would
support General MacArthur’s return to the Philippines. However, the battle
extended far beyond original expectations, lasting two months with



devastating casualties. Okinawa followed between April and June 1945,
representing one of the final stepping stones before a potential invasion of
Japan.

Both battles were characterized by fierce Japanese resistance, fortified
defensive positions, and extreme environmental challenges. The “Old Breed,”
primarily comprising the 1st and 5th Marine Regiments, was instrumental in
these operations, demonstrating tactical ingenuity and unyielding resolve
under harrowing circumstances.

Strategic Importance and Military Objectives

The capture of Peleliu was intended to provide a forward base for air
operations, facilitating the isolation of Japanese forces in the Philippines.
However, the difficult terrain—marked by coral ridges, caves, and dense
jungle—turned the campaign into a protracted and costly confrontation.
Okinawa’s significance was even greater strategically, as it provided a base
within striking distance of the Japanese mainland and was seen as essential
for staging a potential invasion.

The Japanese defenders at both locations employed elaborate fortifications
and a doctrine of attrition, aiming to inflict maximum casualties to deter
Allied advances. The “Old Breed” Marines faced entrenched positions, kamikaze
attacks, and lethal sniper fire, complicating their objectives and
exacerbating psychological strain.

Combat Conditions and Soldier Experiences

The memoir "With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa" offers a firsthand
perspective on the grueling conditions endured by Marines. The narrative
captures not only the physical hardships—such as tropical heat, disease, and
supply shortages—but also the mental and emotional challenges of relentless
combat.

Terrain and Environmental Challenges

Peleliu’s coral islands presented a unique battlefield environment. The
jagged ridges and network of caves allowed Japanese forces to establish near-
impenetrable defenses. This terrain negated many conventional tactics and
required Marines to adapt with close-quarters combat and innovative assault
techniques.

Okinawa’s larger size meant even more diverse terrain, including beaches,
urban centers, and rugged hills. The weather conditions varied, with heavy
rains creating mud and logistical difficulties. The environment amplified the
intensity of the battles and contributed to the high rate of casualties.

Psychological Impact and Morale

The psychological toll on the Marines was profound. Continuous exposure to
death, injury, and the omnipresence of enemy fire led to combat fatigue and



trauma. Sledge’s account is notable for its candid depiction of these
stresses, detailing moments of fear, despair, and the struggle to maintain
focus amid chaos.

Morale was sustained through strong unit cohesion and a sense of duty. The
relationships among the “Old Breed” were critical in preserving mental
resilience. Yet, the relentless nature of the fighting and the scale of
carnage inevitably left lasting scars on survivors.

Legacy and Significance of “With the Old Breed
at Peleliu and Okinawa”

Beyond its historical and military insights, the memoir has become a seminal
work in war literature. It bridges the gap between strategic military history
and the human dimension of warfare, offering readers an intimate look at the
realities faced by frontline soldiers.

Influence on Military Studies and Popular Culture

The detailed descriptions of tactics, weaponry, and battlefield experiences
have made "With the Old Breed" a valuable resource for military historians
and tacticians. Its emphasis on infantry combat and small-unit leadership has
informed training and operational planning.

In popular culture, the memoir inspired the critically acclaimed HBO
miniseries "The Pacific," which brought renewed attention to the sacrifices
and heroism of the Marines who fought in these battles. This adaptation
helped to humanize the conflict for modern audiences, highlighting the
personal stories behind historical events.

Comparative Analysis: Peleliu vs. Okinawa

While both battles share similarities in combat intensity and strategic
objectives, they also differ in scale and operational complexity:

Duration: Peleliu lasted approximately two months, whereas Okinawa
extended over nearly three months, reflecting the latter’s greater size
and complexity.

Casualties: Okinawa resulted in significantly higher casualties on both
sides, with estimates exceeding 200,000 total killed or wounded,
compared to around 10,000 for Peleliu.

Operational Challenges: Peleliu’s terrain favored cave and bunker
defenses, demanding specialized assault tactics, while Okinawa’s varied
terrain involved both urban warfare and large-scale amphibious
operations.

These distinctions illustrate the evolving nature of Pacific combat and the



adaptability required of the “Old Breed” Marines.

Broader Implications for Understanding Pacific
Theater Warfare

The experiences at Peleliu and Okinawa underscore the brutal nature of
island-hopping campaigns and the strategic calculus behind them. They reveal
how terrain, enemy tactics, and logistical constraints shaped combat
outcomes. Furthermore, the insights provided by “With the Old Breed at
Peleliu and Okinawa” emphasize the importance of individual soldier
narratives in comprehending the full scope of war beyond official reports and
statistics.

The memoir’s detailed recounting of weaponry, such as the M1 Garand rifles,
flamethrowers, and mortars, alongside descriptions of Japanese defensive
tactics, aids in reconstructing the operational environment. This level of
detail supports more nuanced historical analyses and military education.

The human element—captured through vivid storytelling of fear, loss, and
brotherhood—also contributes to ongoing discussions about the psychological
effects of combat and the necessity of veteran support systems.

---

In revisiting the battles of Peleliu and Okinawa through the lens of “With
the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa,” one gains a comprehensive
understanding of the tactical challenges, human endurance, and enduring
legacy of these pivotal World War II campaigns. The memoir remains a vital
conduit for appreciating the sacrifices of the Marines who shaped the course
of history amid some of the most grueling combat conditions imaginable.
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account of fighting at Peleliu and Okinawa returns to thrill, edify, and inspire a new generation. An
Alabama boy steeped in American history and enamored of such heroes as George Washington and
Daniel Boone, Eugene B. Sledge became part of the war’s famous 1st Marine Division—3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines. Even after intense training, he was shocked to be thrown into the battle of
Peleliu, where “the world was a nightmare of flashes, explosions, and snapping bullets.” By the time
Sledge hit the hell of Okinawa, he was a combat vet, still filled with fear but no longer with panic.
Based on notes Sledge secretly kept in a copy of the New Testament, With the Old Breed captures
with utter simplicity and searing honesty the experience of a soldier in the fierce Pacific Theater.
Here is what saved, threatened, and changed his life. Here, too, is the story of how he learned to
hate and kill—and came to love—his fellow man. “In all the literature on the Second World War,
there is not a more honest, realistic or moving memoir than Eugene Sledge’s. This is the real deal,
the real war: unvarnished, brutal, without a shred of sentimentality or false patriotism, a profound
primer on what it actually was like to be in that war. It is a classic that will outlive all the armchair
generals’ safe accounts of—not the ‘good war’—but the worst war ever.”—Ken Burns
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: With the Old Breed E.B. Sledge, 1981 Describes
the author's experiences after landing on the beach at Peleliu in 1944 with the Marines.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: With the Old Breed E.B. Sledge, 2007-09-25
“Eugene Sledge became more than a legend with his memoir, With The Old Breed. He became a
chronicler, a historian, a storyteller who turns the extremes of the war in the Pacific—the terror, the
camaraderie, the banal and the extraordinary—into terms we mortals can grasp.”—Tom Hanks NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER In The Wall Street Journal, Victor Davis Hanson named With the Old
Breed one of the top five books on epic twentieth-century battles. Studs Terkel interviewed the
author for his definitive oral history, The Good War. Now E. B. Sledge’s acclaimed first-person
account of fighting at Peleliu and Okinawa returns to thrill, edify, and inspire a new generation. An
Alabama boy steeped in American history and enamored of such heroes as George Washington and
Daniel Boone, Eugene B. Sledge became part of the war’s famous 1st Marine Division—3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines. Even after intense training, he was shocked to be thrown into the battle of
Peleliu, where “the world was a nightmare of flashes, explosions, and snapping bullets.” By the time
Sledge hit the hell of Okinawa, he was a combat vet, still filled with fear but no longer with panic.
Based on notes Sledge secretly kept in a copy of the New Testament, With the Old Breed captures
with utter simplicity and searing honesty the experience of a soldier in the fierce Pacific Theater.
Here is what saved, threatened, and changed his life. Here, too, is the story of how he learned to
hate and kill—and came to love—his fellow man. “In all the literature on the Second World War,
there is not a more honest, realistic or moving memoir than Eugene Sledge’s. This is the real deal,
the real war: unvarnished, brutal, without a shred of sentimentality or false patriotism, a profound
primer on what it actually was like to be in that war. It is a classic that will outlive all the armchair
generals’ safe accounts of—not the ‘good war’—but the worst war ever.”—Ken Burns
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: With the Old Breed E. B. Sledge, 2007 A former
member of the First Marine Division gives a front line description of two World War II Pacific
campaigns.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: With the Old Breed Eugene Bondurant Sledge,
2003
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: The Old Breed... The Complete Story Revealed W.
Henry Sledge, 2025-06-03 Forty years after the publication of Eugene Sledge’s memoir With the Old
Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa comes The Old Breed… The Complete Story Revealed by Eugene’s
son, Henry, adding new material and immeasurable depth to his father’s story. The Old Breed… The
Complete Story Revealed brings to life an abundance of new material from the original manuscript
of Eugene Sledge’s classic memoir With the Old Breed at Peleliu and Okinawa. By interspersing his
own personal anecdotes throughout, Henry Sledge takes his father’s work and gives it newfound
context, sharing memories of conversations between father and son. The result is a flowing narrative
that portrays an intimate look at a WWII veteran and his struggles to adapt to civilian life following



the war.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: With The Old Breed E. B. Sledge, 1990-09-01
Based on notes he kept on slips of paper tucked secretly away in his Bible, Eugene Sledge has
written a devastingly powerful memoir of his experience fighting in the South Pacific during WWII.
John Keegan describes this stirring account of the vitality and bravery of the Marines as one of the
most arresting doceuments in war literature.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: The Costs of War John Denson, 2017-07-05 The
greatest accomplishment of Western civilization is arguably the achievement of individual liberty
through limits on the power of the state. In the war-torn twentieth century, we rarely hear that one
of the main costs of armed conflict is long-term loss of liberty to winners and losers alike. Beyond
the obvious and direct costs of dead and wounded soldiers, there is the lifetime struggle of veterans
to live with their nightmares and their injuries; the hidden economic costs of inflation, debts, and
taxes; and more generally the damages caused to our culture, our morality, and to civilization at
large. The new edition is now available in paperback, with a number of new essays. It represents a
large-scale collective effort to pierce the veils of myth and propaganda to reveal the true costs of
war, above all, the cost to liberty.Central to this volume are the views of Ludwig von Mises on war
and foreign policy. Mises argued that war, along with colonialism and imperialism, is the greatest
enemy of freedom and prosperity, and that peace throughout the world cannot be achieved until the
central governments of the major nations become limited in scope and power. In the spirit of these
theorems by Mises, the contributors to this volume consider the costs of war generally and assess
specific corrosive effects of major American wars since the Revolution. The first section includes
chapters on the theoretical and institutional dimensions of the relationship between war and society,
including conscription, infringements on freedom, the military as an engine of social change, war
and literature, and the right of citizens to bear arms. The second group includes reconsiderations of
Lincoln and Churchill, an analysis of the anti-interventionist idea in American politics, a discussion
of the meaning of the just war, an assessment of how World War I changed the course of Western
civilization, and finally two eyewitness accounts of the true horrors of actual combat by
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: Brotherhood of Heroes Bill Sloan, 2005-05-09
This Band of Brothers for the Pacific is the gut-wrenching and ultimately triumphant story of the
Marines' most ferocious—yet largely forgotten—battle of World War II. Between September 15 and
October 15, 1944, the First Marine Division suffered more than 6,500 casualties fighting on a hellish
little coral island in the Pacific. Peleliu was the setting for one of the most savage struggles of
modern times, a true killing ground that has been all but forgotten—until now. Drawing on
interviews with Peleliu veterans, Bill Sloan's gripping narrative seamlessly weaves together the
experiences of the men who were there, producing a vivid and unflinching tableau of the
twenty-four-hour-a-day nightmare of Peleliu. Emotionally moving and gripping in its depictions of
combat, Brotherhood of Heroes rescues the Corps's bloodiest battle from obscurity and does honor
to the Marines who fought it.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: The Soldiers' Tale Samuel Hynes, 1998-04-01 The
Soldiers' Tale is the story of modern wars as told by the men who did the actual fighting. Hynes
examines the journals, memoirs, and letters of men who fought in the two World Wars and in
Vietnam, and also the wars fought against the weak and helpless in concentration camps,
prisoner-of-war camps, and bombed cities. Interweaving his own reflections on war with brilliantly
chosen passages from soldiers' accounts, he offers vivid answers to the question we all ask of men
who have fought: What was it like? In these powerful pages the experiences of modern war, which
seem unimaginable to those who weren't there, become comprehensible and real. The wide range of
writers examined includes both famous literary memoirists like Robert Graves, Tim O'Brien, and Elie
Wiesel, and unknown soldiers who wrote only their war stories. Using these testimonies, Hynes
considers each war in terms of its special circumstances and its effects on men who fought. His
understanding of the psychology of warfare—and of each war's role in history—gives this study its
intellectual authority; the voices of the men who were there, and wrote about what they saw and



felt, give it its powerful dramatic impact.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: The Truth of War Doctor Tom Lewis,
2023-11-01 The Truth of War unveils a penetrating exploration of the most contentious facets of
military combat, delving into the necessity of killing, the complex decisions surrounding the taking
or sparing of prisoners, and the intricate dilemmas concerning the targeting of civilians. With a
profound analysis of seven significant conflicts, this book challenges conventional beliefs, arguing
that war possesses its own set of rules that often diverge from society's established laws and values.
At its core, the book confronts the harsh reality that soldiers engaged in close-quarter combat must
swiftly adapt to become efficient killers in order to survive, emphasising the stark choice they face,
hone their lethal skills or meet a perilous demise. The author contends that the requirements of war
demand an unflinching acceptance of this disturbing truth. By drawing from history, encompassing
conflicts such as the Boer War, World Wars I and II, the wars in Korea, Vietnam, the Falklands, Iraq
and Afghanistan, the author presents a comprehensive examination of the ethical dilemmas
embedded within each episode. Through meticulous research and vivid storytelling, The Truth of
War peels back the layers of sanitised perceptions, exposing the gritty realities that within the realm
of warfare. In unveiling the hidden truths and complexities of war, this brilliant and
thought-provoking book shines a blazing light on the multifaceted nature of combat, challenging
readers to reevaluate their preconceived notions and confront the uncomfortable truths that lie at
the heart of humanity's most enduring and controversial endeavour - war.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: Commando Joe: Lt. Joseph Fournier Marine
Raider Pat Lavarnway, 2018-12-06 Merriam Press World War 2 Biography1st Lt. Joseph Fournier
was KIA on Peleliu's Bloody Nose Ridge, one of the courageous officers leading an infantry company
of the 1st Marines in September 1944. He died exactly twenty-four months to the day of accepting
his commission as an officer in the USMCR. Seventy years after his death the need to record his
story came from a Marine who served in Lt Fournier's Company, a niece's need to fulfill her mother's
wishes and newspaper clippings kept by his mother - almost lost to a shredder. A life tangled with
famous names and organizations, Lt Fournier, known as Commando Joe to his Marines, was a man
who would still fit in with the Marines of today. He was a Sea Worthy Marine, a Raider before the
battalions were fully functional and a member of The Old Breed.26 photos.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: The Father of Us All Victor Davis Hanson,
2010-05-03 Victor Davis Hanson has long been acclaimed as one of our leading scholars of ancient
history. In recent years he has also become a trenchant voice on current affairs, bringing a
historian's deep knowledge of past conflicts to bear on the crises of the present, from 9/11 to Iran.
War, he writes, is an entirely human enterprise. Ideologies change, technologies develop, new
strategies are invented-but human nature is constant across time and space. The dynamics of
warfare in the present age still remain comprehensible to us through careful study of the past.
Though many have called the War on Terror unprecedented, its contours would have been quite
familiar to Themistocles of Athens or William Tecumseh Sherman. And as we face the menace of a
bin Laden or a Kim Jong-Il, we can prepare ourselves with knowledge of how such challenges have
been met before. The Father of Us All brings together much of Hanson's finest writing on war and
society, both ancient and modern. The author has gathered a range of essays, and combined and
revised them into a richly textured new work that explores such topics as how technology shapes
warfare, what constitutes the American way of war, and why even those who abhor war need to
study military history. War is the father and king of us all, Heraclitus wrote in ancient Greece. And
as Victor Davis Hanson shows, it is no less so today.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: Grunts John C. McManus, 2010-08-03 “A superb
book—an American equivalent to John Keegan’s The Face of Battle. I sincerely believe that Grunts is
destined to be a classic.”—Dave Grossman, Author of On Killing and On Combat From the acclaimed
author of The Dead and Those About to Die comes a sweeping narrative of six decades of combat,
and an eye-opening account of the evolution of the American infantry. From the beaches of
Normandy and the South Pacific Islands to the deserts of the Middle East, the American soldier has



been the most indispensable—and most overlooked—factor in wartime victory. In Grunts, renowned
historian John C. McManus examines ten critical battles—from Hitler’s massive assault on U.S.
soldiers at the Battle of the Bulge to counterinsurgency combat in Iraq—where the skills and
courage of American troops proved the crucial difference between victory and defeat. Based on
years of research and interviews with veterans, this powerful history reveals the ugly face of war in
a way few books have, and demonstrates the fundamental, and too often forgotten, importance of
the human element in serving and protecting the nation.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: The "Good War" in American Memory John
Bodnar, 2010-10-01 The “Good War” in American Memory dispels the long-held myth that Americans
forged an agreement on why they had to fight in World War II. John Bodnar's sociocultural
examination of the vast public debate that took place in the United States over the war's meaning
reveals that the idea of the good war was highly contested. Bodnar's comprehensive study of the
disagreements that marked the American remembrance of World War II in the six decades following
its end draws on an array of sources: fiction and nonfiction, movies, theater, and public monuments.
He identifies alternative strands of memory—tragic and brutal versus heroic and virtuous—and
reconstructs controversies involving veterans, minorities, and memorials. In building this narrative,
Bodnar shows how the idealism of President Franklin Roosevelt's Four Freedoms was lost in the
public commemoration of World War II, how the war's memory became intertwined in the larger
discussion over American national identity, and how it only came to be known as the good war many
years after its conclusion.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: Semper Fi, Marine Rhonda Lomeli, 2023-03-30
Semper Fi, Marine is the unique journey of two enlisted brothers as they face the perils of the
Pacific Theater during WWII. The riveting battles come to life using first-hand accounts as each had
to find his own way at this pivotal time in history. Beginning with life in a small town, the book
continues as the two adjusted to life shortly after the war. The story resumes decades later when the
author traveled to the opposite side of the globe to view one the battlefields.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: Greatest U.S. Marine Corps Stories Ever Told Iain
Martin, 2007-08-01 On Friday, November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress approved a resolution
for the organization of the Corps, creating what would become the hallowed few, the proud--the
Marines. Since then, the men and women of the United States Marine Corps have created the finest
traditions of service and honor, and supplied a pantheon of heroes who have upheld them. In The
Greatest U.S. Marine Stories Ever Told, editor Iain Martin has accumulated these marines' most
amazing true tales of service and sacrifice, from the Halls of Montezuma, to the shores of Tripoli, to
the conflicts where they serve today.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: Warrior-Writers of World War II Lee Congdon,
2025-02-28 Warrior-Writers of World War II delivers a thorough study of Americans who saw combat
in World War II, survived, and returned home to become famous writers. It considers the works of
16 important authors, among them J. D. Salinger, John Ciardi, and James Jones, exploring these
men’s war experiences and their reflection in their writings. This includes what they learned about
themselves and, even more important, what they can teach the rest of us about war and peace, good
and evil, hatred and pity, honor and dishonor, fate and chance—and about the sustaining power of
comradeship. This critical overview will be useful to general readers and academics seeking to
deepen their understanding of the impact World War II has had on twentieth-century literature.
  with the old breed at peleliu and okinawa: Strangers in the South Seas Richard
Lansdown, 2006-01-01 Long before Magellan entered the Pacific in 1521 Westerners entertained
ideas of undiscovered oceans, mighty continents, and paradisal islands at the far ends of the
earth-such ideas would have a long life and a deep impact in both the Pacific and the West. With the
discovery of Tahiti in 1767 another powerful myth was added to this collection: the noble savage.
For the first time Westerners were confronted by a people who seemed happier than themselves.
This revolution in the human sciences was accompanied by one in the natural sciences after
Darwin's momentous visit to the Galapagos Islands. The Pacific produced other challenges for



nineteenth-century researchers on race and culture, and for those intent on exporting their religions
to this immense quarter of the globe. As the century wore on, the region presented opportunities
and dilemmas for the imperial powers, a process was accelerated by the Pacific War between 1941
and 1945. Strangers in the South Seas recounts and illustrates this story using a wealth of primary
texts. It includes generous excerpts from the work of explorers, soldiers, naturalists,
anthropologists, artists, and writers--some famous, some obscure. It shows how the Great South Sea
has been an irreplaceable distant mirror of the West and its intellectual obsessions since the
Renaissance.
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