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Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin: Unlocking the Secrets of Our Evolutionary Past

your inner fish by neil shubin is more than just a book title; it’s an intriguing invitation to explore the deep-
rooted connections between humans and ancient aquatic creatures. In this captivating work, Neil Shubin, a
renowned paleontologist and evolutionary biologist, takes readers on a fascinating journey through time to
uncover the evolutionary anatomy that links us directly to our fishy ancestors. If you’ve ever wondered how
your body came to be or why certain features exist, this book offers clear, engaging explanations grounded in
science but told with a storyteller’s flair.

Exploring the Core Concept of Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin

At its heart, Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin reveals the idea that our bodies carry the legacy of creatures that
lived hundreds of millions of years ago. Shubin’s central thesis is that many of the anatomical structures we
take for granted – from our limbs and organs to our genetic makeup – can be traced back to fish that ventured
onto land. This perspective is not only eye-opening but also reshapes how we think about human biology,
evolution, and the interconnectedness of life.

The title itself, “Your Inner Fish,” cleverly encapsulates this concept: there’s a fish inside each of us,
anatomically and genetically speaking, and understanding this helps explain our form and function in a profound
way.

Neil Shubin’s Journey: From Fossils to Evolutionary Insights

One of the most compelling aspects of Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin is how it blends personal narrative with
scientific discovery. Shubin himself led the expedition that uncovered Tiktaalik roseae, a fossil species dating
back about 375 million years, which represents a transitional form between fish and the earliest land
vertebrates. This discovery was groundbreaking because Tiktaalik has features of both fish and tetrapods
(four-limbed animals), highlighting the evolutionary bridge from water to land.

Why Tiktaalik Matters

Tiktaalik is crucial because it shows the intermediate steps in evolution’s grand design. It had fins with bone
structures similar to wrists and fingers, suggesting how fins evolved into limbs that support walking on land.
Shubin’s narrative brings this fossil to life, explaining how paleontologists use anatomy, geology, and genetics
to piece together evolutionary history.

This fossil discovery isn’t just a scientific milestone; it’s a story of curiosity, perseverance, and the thrill of
uncovering humanity’s ancient roots.

Understanding Evolution Through Anatomy and Genetics

Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin excels at making complex scientific concepts accessible. Shubin dives into
comparative anatomy and genetics, showing how features like our jaws, ears, and even the structure of our
head are deeply connected to ancient fish.



The Evolutionary Story Told by Our Bones

Our skeletal system is a living record of evolutionary history. For example, the bones in the human hand echo
the fin bones of fish ancestors. This isn’t coincidence—it’s evidence of common descent. Shubin illustrates this
beautifully by comparing fossils, embryonic development, and living creatures.

Genetics: The Blueprint of Our Fishy Heritage

Beyond bones, genetics provides a molecular roadmap. Shubin discusses how genes that control development in
fish are remarkably similar to those in humans. These genetic similarities explain why certain body parts develop
the way they do and why some evolutionary remnants, like gill arches, have been repurposed into parts of our
jaw and ear.

This genetic perspective enriches the story of evolution, showing that our inner fish isn’t just
metaphorical—it’s written into our DNA.

The Impact of Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin on Science and Popular
Understanding

Since its publication, Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin has played a significant role in popularizing evolutionary
biology. It bridges the gap between academic research and public interest, making evolutionary concepts tangible
and relatable.

Bringing Evolution to Life for Readers

Shubin’s writing style combines storytelling with scientific rigor, which helps demystify evolution for readers
who might find the topic daunting. His use of vivid examples, such as the discovery of Tiktaalik and the mapping
of genetic links, turns abstract ideas into concrete understanding.

Encouraging Curiosity and Scientific Thinking

Readers are not just passive recipients of facts; Shubin encourages active curiosity. He explains the scientific
method—how hypotheses are formed, tested, and refined through evidence. This insight into scientific inquiry
fosters a deeper appreciation for how knowledge evolves over time.

Why Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin Remains Relevant Today

Even years after its release, Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin remains a cornerstone for anyone interested in
evolution, anatomy, or human biology. The book’s interdisciplinary approach—melding paleontology,
developmental biology, and genetics—shows how multiple fields converge to tell the story of life.

Educational Value for Students and Enthusiasts

Teachers and students alike find the book invaluable for understanding evolutionary principles. It provides



clear examples and a narrative framework that supports learning and retention. Moreover, it highlights the
importance of fossils and modern science in unraveling our past.

Inspiring a Broader Appreciation for Life’s Complexity

The book also prompts readers to think about their place in the natural world. Knowing that our bodies
reflect an ancient lineage fosters respect for biodiversity and the processes that shape it.

Tips for Readers Diving Into Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin

If you’re planning to explore Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin, here are a few tips to enhance your reading
experience:

Take your time with the scientific explanations: Shubin’s clear prose makes complex topics
understandable, but pausing to reflect on key concepts will deepen your grasp.

Visualize the fossils and anatomy: Supplement your reading with images or documentaries about
Tiktaalik and evolutionary biology to see the structures Shubin describes.

Connect the dots to your own body: As you read, think about how the evolutionary history relates to
your own anatomy—this personal connection makes the science more engaging.

Discuss with others: Sharing insights or questions with friends or in study groups can enhance
understanding and spark curiosity.

Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin offers more than history; it offers a window into the dynamic story of life on
Earth, showing us that our bodies are living museums of evolutionary innovation. Whether you’re a science
enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about where you come from, this book invites you to see yourself in a
whole new light—through the eyes of an ancient fish.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Your Inner Fish' by Neil Shubin?

'Your Inner Fish' explores the evolutionary history of the human body, tracing our anatomy back to ancient
fish and other early organisms, demonstrating how human features have deep evolutionary roots.

Who is Neil Shubin, the author of 'Your Inner Fish'?

Neil Shubin is a paleontologist and evolutionary biologist known for discovering Tiktaalik, a fossil that
represents a transitional form between fish and land animals, and for writing 'Your Inner Fish.'

How does 'Your Inner Fish' explain the connection between humans and fish?

The book shows that many human anatomical features, such as limbs, teeth, and organs, have origins in fish
ancestors, highlighting evolutionary links through fossil evidence and genetic studies.



What is Tiktaalik and why is it important in 'Your Inner Fish'?

Tiktaalik is a 375-million-year-old fossil discovered by Neil Shubin that exhibits both fish and tetrapod
characteristics, providing crucial evidence of the transition from aquatic to terrestrial life.

How does 'Your Inner Fish' combine different scientific disciplines?

The book integrates paleontology, genetics, embryology, and comparative anatomy to present a comprehensive
view of human evolution and our shared ancestry with other species.

What role does embryology play in 'Your Inner Fish'?

Embryology in the book helps reveal how developmental processes in embryos reflect evolutionary history,
showing that human embryos temporarily exhibit features reminiscent of our fish ancestors.

Why is 'Your Inner Fish' considered a popular science book?

'Your Inner Fish' communicates complex scientific concepts about evolution and anatomy in an accessible and
engaging way, making it popular among both scientific and general audiences.

What impact did 'Your Inner Fish' have on public understanding of evolution?

The book increased public awareness of evolutionary biology by connecting everyday human anatomy to
ancient evolutionary events, making the science relatable and compelling.

Are there any adaptations or related media based on 'Your Inner Fish'?

Yes, PBS created a documentary series titled 'Your Inner Fish' that visually explores the themes of the book
and Neil Shubin's discoveries.

What lessons about human biology can readers learn from 'Your Inner Fish'?

Readers learn that many aspects of human biology, including our skeletal structure and organ development,
are shaped by deep evolutionary history, revealing the unity of life on Earth.

Additional Resources
Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin: Exploring the Evolutionary Blueprint of the Human Body

your inner fish by neil shubin is a groundbreaking scientific work that bridges the worlds of paleontology,
evolutionary biology, and human anatomy. Written by Neil Shubin, a renowned paleontologist and
evolutionary biologist, the book delves into the deep evolutionary history encoded within the human body. By
tracing our anatomical features back to ancient fish and other primordial creatures, Shubin offers readers an
illuminating perspective on how our bodies have been shaped over hundreds of millions of years.

This work stands out not only for its scientific rigor but also for its accessibility and engaging narrative
style. It invites readers, whether they are scientists, students, or curious laypersons, to contemplate the
interconnectedness of all vertebrate life. As an SEO-optimized exploration of this influential text, this article
will analyze the key themes, scientific insights, and broader implications presented in Your Inner Fish by Neil
Shubin.



Unpacking the Premise of Your Inner Fish

At its core, Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin explores the evolutionary origins of human anatomy by connecting
specific body parts to their ancient counterparts in fish and early vertebrates. The premise rests on the idea
that many aspects of our physiology are relics of evolutionary adaptations that occurred hundreds of
millions of years ago. This insight is fundamental to evolutionary developmental biology (evo-devo), a field
that Shubin passionately advocates.

Neil Shubin’s discovery of Tiktaalik roseae, a fossil species that serves as a transitional form between fish and
the first land-dwelling vertebrates, is central to the narrative. Tiktaalik’s robust fins and structural
features provide compelling evidence for how limbs evolved, offering a tangible link between aquatic and
terrestrial life. This fossil discovery underpins much of the book’s argument and demonstrates how
paleontological findings can elucidate the evolutionary story embedded in our genes and anatomy.

Evolutionary Anatomy: Tracing Human Features to Fish Ancestors

Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin meticulously examines various human anatomical features to trace their origins:

Limbs: The structure of human arms and hands is directly linked to the fins of fish ancestors. The bones in
our fingers, wrists, and forearms mirror the fin bones of Tiktaalik, revealing a stepwise evolutionary
transition.

Skull and Face: Shubin explores how the bones of the human skull have origins in ancient fish cranial
structures. The intricate evolutionary changes highlight the continuity between species separated by
vast spans of time.

Genetic Blueprint: The book discusses how genes responsible for body development are conserved across
species. Regulatory genes that shape fish anatomy also play critical roles in human development,
emphasizing the shared biological heritage.

Respiratory Systems: The evolution of lungs from fish gills is another key topic. Understanding this
transformation sheds light on how early vertebrates adapted to terrestrial environments.

This analytical approach to evolutionary anatomy underscores the importance of comparative biology and
genetics in uncovering the story of life on Earth.

Scientific Contributions and Context

Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin is not merely a popular science book; it represents a significant contribution to
public understanding of evolutionary biology. By integrating paleontological data with modern genetic
research, Shubin situates his work at the intersection of multiple scientific disciplines.

One of the most impressive aspects of the book is its ability to synthesize complex scientific concepts into
compelling narratives without sacrificing accuracy. The discovery of Tiktaalik, for example, is presented with
detailed descriptions of fossil excavation, anatomical comparisons, and evolutionary significance, making the
science accessible yet profound.

Moreover, the book contributes to ongoing discussions about the role of fossils in understanding
evolutionary transitions. Tiktaalik serves as a textbook example of a "missing link," a term often
misunderstood or misused in popular discourse. Shubin clarifies that transitional fossils provide snapshots of
evolutionary processes rather than definitive endpoints, enriching scientific literacy.



Pros and Cons of the Book’s Approach

When evaluating Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin, several strengths stand out alongside some limitations:

Pros:

Clear, engaging writing that makes complex science approachable.

Integration of fossil evidence with genetic and developmental biology.

Use of vivid analogies and storytelling to illustrate scientific principles.

Broad appeal to both scientific and general audiences.

Cons:

Some readers may desire more in-depth technical detail or data analysis.

The focus on fish ancestors might overshadow other important evolutionary lineages.

Occasional oversimplification in order to maintain narrative flow.

Overall, the book’s strengths make it a valuable resource for those seeking to understand human evolution
through the lens of anatomy and paleontology.

Impact on Evolutionary Science and Popular Culture

Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin has had a considerable impact beyond academic circles. It has influenced how
educators approach teaching evolutionary biology, providing a framework that connects abstract concepts
to tangible evidence. The book’s accessible explanations help demystify evolution, countering common
misconceptions.

Additionally, the work inspired a public television series, expanding its reach and visualizing the scientific
discoveries discussed in the text. This multimedia approach underscores the book’s role in popularizing
evolutionary science and fostering public engagement.

In the context of SEO and online discourse, the phrase "your inner fish by neil shubin" has become a key search
term for those interested in evolutionary biology, human anatomy, and paleontology. The book’s popularity
ensures its continued relevance in academic syllabi, science communication, and media coverage.

Related Topics and Further Reading

For readers intrigued by Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin, exploring related subjects can deepen understanding:

Evo-Devo Biology: The study of how developmental processes influence evolutionary changes.



Transitional Fossils: Other examples include Archaeopteryx and Ambulocetus, which illustrate
evolutionary shifts.

Comparative Anatomy: Examining similarities and differences across species to infer evolutionary
relationships.

Genetics of Development: Research into Hox genes and their roles in body plan formation.

These topics complement the insights offered in Shubin's book and provide a broader scientific context.

Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin continues to serve as a seminal text that illuminates the ancient evolutionary
roots embedded within the human body. Its blend of fossil evidence, genetic research, and narrative storytelling
advances public appreciation of the profound connections linking all vertebrate life across deep time.

Your Inner Fish By Neil Shubin
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If, digging in 600-million-year-old rocks, we found the earliest jellyfish lying next to the skeleton of a
woodchuck, then we would have to rewrite our texts.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Your Inner Fish Neil Shubin, 2009-01-06 The paleontologist
and professor of anatomy who co-discovered Tiktaalik, the “fish with hands,” tells a “compelling
scientific adventure story that will change forever how you understand what it means to be human”
(Oliver Sacks). By examining fossils and DNA, he shows us that our hands actually resemble fish
fins, our heads are organized like long-extinct jawless fish, and major parts of our genomes look and
function like those of worms and bacteria. Your Inner Fish makes us look at ourselves and our world
in an illuminating new light. This is science writing at its finest—enlightening, accessible and told
with irresistible enthusiasm.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Your Inner Fish Neil Shubin, 2009-01-29 Your Inner Fish tells
the extraordinary history of the human body and gives answers to some of the questions that only
evolution can. Why do we look the way we do? Why are we able to do all the different things we do?
And, finally, why do we fall ill in the way that we do? Neil Shubin draws on the latest genetic
research and his huge experience as an expeditionary paleontologist to show the incredible impact
the 3.5 billion year history of life has had on our bodies. He takes readers on a fascinating,
unexpected journey and allows us to discover the deep connection to nature in our own bodies.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Quicklet on Neil Shubin's Your Inner Fish Nicole Cipri,
2012-04-28 ABOUT THE BOOK In Your Inner Fish, Shubin attempts to explore the intersections of
evolutionary biology and modern human anatomy. On his faculty page on the University of Chicago
website, Neil Shubin writes: The philosophy that underlies all of my empirical work is derived from
the conviction that progress in the study of evolutionary biology results from linking research across
diverse temporal, phylogenetic, and structural scales. Writing in a friendly, accessible way, Shubin
explains the various historical records that are encoded in the human body, from the structures of
our eyes to the sequencing of our genes. MEET THE AUTHOR Nicole Cipri is a restless wanderer
and passionate writer. A graduate of the Evergreen State School in Olympia, WA, Nicole has since
written about such varied topics as modern urban farming, the role of glitterbombing as political
theater, and the economic impacts of natural disasters. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK The book
begins with Shubins first encounters with his own inner fish. He tells us about his expeditions to the
far north in Canada, to Ellesmere Island, where he and his team of paleontologists and fossil finders
scoured the rocks to try and find a transitional fossil from the time that the first animals were
venturing onto land. The discovery of Tiktaalik Roseae is inarguably a transitional species, an
intermediate between fish and the first land-walking tetrapods. In this and in other species,
scientists have been able to trace the twisting path of our own anatomys evolution. In Tiktaalik, we
are able to see the beginning of our limbs, from the muscles in our shoulders and chest to the bones
of our wrists. Shubin traces our connections to animals past and present. Each chapter is devoted to
a different part of the body: our hands, facial nerves, teeth inner ear, eyes, brain, olfactory sense. He
gives us personal anecdotes as well. He describes his career, from how he first learned to find
fossils, to his teams accidental uncovering of a tritheledont fossil, to the long search that led to
finding Tiktaalik. CHAPTER OUTLINE Quicklet on Neil Shubin's Your Inner Fish + About the Book +
About the Author + Overall Summary + Chapter-by-Chapter Summary & Analysis + ...and much
more Neil Shubin's Your Inner Fish
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-10-17 SuperSummary, a
modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 46-page guide for Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin includes detailed chapter
summaries and analysis covering 11 chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Interrelatedness of All Living Creatures and
Repurposing Organs for New Functions.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: The Universe Within Neil Shubin, 2013-01-08 In The
Universe Within, Neil Shubin, one of the world's leading experts, reveals to us the extraordinary



cosmic and evolutionary adventure of our own bodies. During the past 13.7 billion years (or so) since
the Big Bang, our universe has evolved, stars have formed and died and our planet congealed from
the matter in space. For aeons, the earth has circled the sun while mountains, seas and entire
continents have come and gone. Against this epic backdrop, humanity's place in the cosmos can look
tiny and insignificant. But as Neil Shubin shows in this revelatory new book, the one place where
universe, solar system and planet merge is inside your body. Shubin shows how the origin of the
Moon is tied to our internal body clocks; how the vast amounts of water on Earth and inside all living
creatures crossed the deepest stretches of space to us; how strange fluctuations in the orbits within
our solar system have led to our irregular ice-ages; and how tiny imbalances in the chaos
immediately after the Big Bang can explain why matter exists at all. Delving below the earth's
surface and into the frozen Arctic, exploring the smallest atomic structures and the vast reaches of
space, Neil Shubin uncovers a sublimely beautiful, almost magical truth: that in every one of us lies
the most profound story of all - how we and our world came to be. 'Shubin is not only a distinguished
scientist, but a wonderfully lucid and elegant writer; he is an irrepressibly enthusiastic teacher ... a
science writer of the first rank', Oliver Sacks Neil Shubin is a palaeontologist in the great tradition
of his mentors, Ernst Mayr and Stephen Jay Gould. He has discovered fossils around the world that
have changed the way we think about many of the key transitions in evolution and has pioneered a
new synthesis of expeditionary palaeontology, developmental genetics and genomics. He trained at
Columbia, Harvard and Berkeley and is currently a Professor in the Department of Organismal
Biology and Anatomy at the University of Chicago. His previous book is Your Inner Fish: The
amazing discovery of our 375-million-year-old ancestor.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Mediaphilism Ryan Somma, 2012-05 Collected here are the
best of 10 years' worth of essays from ideonexus.com reviewing films, books, games, and culture
from the perspective of a nerd in love with science and wonder.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Some Assembly Required Neil Shubin, 2020-03-17 An exciting
and accessible new view of the evolution of human and animal life on Earth. From the author of
national bestseller, Your Inner Fish, this extraordinary journey of discovery spans centuries, as
explorers and scientists seek to understand the origins of life's immense diversity. “Fossils, DNA,
scientists with a penchant for suits of armor—what’s not to love?”—BBC Wildlife Magazine Over
billions of years, ancient fish evolved to walk on land, reptiles transformed into birds that fly, and
apelike primates evolved into humans that walk on two legs, talk, and write. For more than a
century, paleontologists have traveled the globe to find fossils that show how such changes have
happened. We have now arrived at a remarkable moment—prehistoric fossils coupled with new DNA
technology have given us the tools to answer some of the basic questions of our existence: How do
big changes in evolution happen? Is our presence on Earth the product of mere chance? This new
science reveals a multibillion-year evolutionary history filled with twists and turns, trial and error,
accident and invention. In Some Assembly Required, Neil Shubin takes readers on a journey of
discovery spanning centuries, as explorers and scientists seek to understand the origins of life's
immense diversity.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: The Book of Animal Secrets David B. Agus, 2024-12-03
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The End of Illness comes an ingenious guide to
what our fellow animals can teach us about living longer, healthier, happier lives. Mother nature has
a lot to teach us, if only we open our eyes. Pigeons and dolphins offer creative strategies for
preserving our memories and warding off dementia, while squirrels and pigs harbor secrets for
managing chronic pain. Rhinoceroses demonstrate the subtle power of our environments—and how
to exercise better—while chimps have surprising parenting tips, not to mention great diet advice.
Studying elephants has unlocked insights into preventing cancer, and we can look to giraffes for
solutions to cardiovascular issues. Ants reveal the unusual benefits of collaboration and altruism,
dogs are masterful mentors in living the good life, prairie voles hold clues to connection, and
hitchhikers from our evolutionary past may bring us to the edge of immortality. In The Book of
Animal Secrets, visionary physician and biomedical researcher David B. Agus, MD, explores all these



ways—and more—that we can harness the wonders of the animal kingdom in our own, very human
lives. Filled with lively storytelling and astonishing practical takeaways, this revelatory guide will
have you rethinking what’s possible for your health and wellbeing—now and for years to come.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Mannership Mark Goodwin, 2022-04-12 Mark has an unusual
history. After losing his hearing as an eighteen-month-old infant, the next six years were silent as he
honed his way of watching. Wandering Africa and Asia as a teenager and being adopted by nomadic
tribes opened his eyes to the cultural nuances of different lands and peoples. Mannership is an
enquiry into origins of self-destruction which is uniquely human, focusing on 3 questions: How does
an individual mind become ‘poisoned’ by a self-destructive tendency? How is the poison hidden, and
harboured, in a part of the mind which is ‘out of reach’ so we cannot simply ‘deal’ with it? How did
our environment or culture develop in such a way that this ‘poison’ became thrust so deep into our
children’s minds? From the teachings of indigenous Shamans to the lessons taught by animals, Mark
connects observations from his journeys to read like magical adventures while seeking an elusive
source of self-destruction.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: An Amazing Fish Story Dr. David Crystal, 2022-11-07 This is an
amazing story of how a little fish uses his little brain to outsmart the big fish!
  your inner fish by neil shubin: A Companion to Literary Theory David H. Richter, 2018-02-16
Introduces readers to the modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half century A
Companion to Literary Theory is a collection of 36 original essays, all by noted scholars in their field,
designed to introduce the modes and ideas of contemporary literary and cultural theory. Arranged
by topic rather than chronology, in order to highlight the relationships between earlier and most
recent theoretical developments, the book groups its chapters into seven convenient sections: I.
Literary Form: Narrative and Poetry; II. The Task of Reading; III. Literary Locations and Cultural
Studies; IV. The Politics of Literature; V. Identities; VI. Bodies and Their Minds; and VII. Scientific
Inflections. Allotting proper space to all areas of theory most relevant today, this comprehensive
volume features three dozen masterfully written chapters covering such subjects as: Anglo-American
New Criticism; Chicago Formalism; Russian Formalism; Derrida and Deconstruction; Empathy/Affect
Studies; Foucault and Poststructuralism; Marx and Marxist Literary Theory; Postcolonial Studies;
Ethnic Studies; Gender Theory; Freudian Psychoanalytic Criticism; Cognitive Literary Theory;
Evolutionary Literary Theory; Cybernetics and Posthumanism; and much more. Features 36 essays
by noted scholars in the field Fills a growing need for companion books that can guide readers
through the thicket of ideas, systems, and terminologies Presents important contemporary literary
theory while examining those of the past The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Literary Theory will be
welcomed by college and university students seeking an accessible and authoritative guide to the
complex and often intimidating modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half century.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Artifacts and Illuminations Tom Lynch, Susan Naramore
Maher, 2012-04-01 Loren Eiseley (1907–77) is one of the most important American nature writers of
the twentieth century and an admired practitioner of creative nonfiction. A native of Lincoln,
Nebraska, Eiseley was a professor of anthropology and a prolific writer and poet who worked to
bring an understanding of science to the general public, incorporating religion, philosophy, and
science into his explorations of the human mind and the passage of time. As a writer who bridged
the sciences and the humanities, Eiseley is a challenge for scholars locked into rigid disciplinary
boundaries. Artifacts and Illuminations, the first full-length collection of critical essays on the
writing of Eiseley, situates his work in the genres of creative nonfiction and nature writing. The
contributing scholars apply a variety of critical approaches, including ecocriticism and
place-oriented studies ranging across prairie, urban, and international contexts. Contributors
explore such diverse topics as Eiseley’s use of anthropomorphism and Jungian concepts and examine
how his work was informed by synecdoche. Long overdue, this collection demonstrates Eiseley’s
continuing relevance as both a skilled literary craftsman and a profound thinker about the human
place in the natural world.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Locked in Time Dean R. Lomax, Robert Nicholls, 2021-05-18



Fossils allow us to picture the forms of life that inhabited the earth eons ago. But we long to know
more: how did these animals actually behave? We are fascinated by the daily lives of our fellow
creatures—how they reproduce and raise their young, how they hunt their prey or elude their
predators, and more. What would it be like to see prehistoric animals as they lived and breathed?
From dinosaurs fighting to their deaths to elephant-sized burrowing ground sloths, this book takes
readers on a global journey deep into the earth’s past. Locked in Time showcases fifty of the most
astonishing fossils ever found, brought together in five fascinating chapters that offer an
unprecedented glimpse at the real-life behaviors of prehistoric animals. Dean R. Lomax examines the
extraordinary direct evidence of fossils captured in the midst of everyday action, such as dinosaurs
sitting on their eggs like birds, Jurassic flies preserved while mating, a T. rex infected by parasites.
Each fossil, he reveals, tells a unique story about prehistoric life. Many recall behaviors typical of
animals familiar to us today, evoking the chain of evolution that links all living things to their distant
ancestors. Locked in Time allows us to see that fossils are not just inanimate objects: they can
record the life stories of creatures as fully alive as any today. Striking and scientifically rigorous
illustrations by renowned paleoartist Bob Nicholls bring these breathtaking moments to life.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Footprints in Stone Ronald J. Buta, David C. Kopaska-Merkel,
2016-07-26 Footprints in Stone is the definitive guide to the Steven C. Minkin (Union Chapel)
Paleozoic Footprint Site in northwest Alabama, the discovery of whose vast quantity of
310-million-year-old fossil tetrapod footprints and other traces is one of the most significant
developments in modern paleontology.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Evo-illusion Stephen T. Blume, 2013-08 Evo-illusion takes a
completely objective and science-based look at evolution. Blume details his pathway from his
childhood of being raised very much a religious creationist, to his early fascination with science, and
then to his becoming beguiled by evolution and Charles Darwin in his first paleontology class in
college. Blume then tells of his surprising and enlightening reversal. Evo-illusion tells a fascinating
story of biology, astronomy, physics, particle physics, and other sciences that would certainly
interest any person who reads it, no matter what their position is on evolution. It takes the reader
from the beginning of the universe to the first living cells on Earth, to the first multicellular
organism, and then to the formation of modern organisms. Blume uniquely utilizes thought
experiments that the readers can easily do, which allow them to figure what may and may not have
happened during the early steps on the pathway to the formation of multicellular organisms.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Symphony in C: Carbon and the Evolution of (Almost)
Everything Robert M. Hazen, 2019-06-11 A Science News Favorite Book of 2019 An earth scientist
reveals the dynamic biography of the most resonant—and most necessary—chemical element on
Earth. Carbon. It’s in the fibers in your hair, the timbers in your walls, the food that you eat, and the
air that you breathe. It’s worth billions of dollars as a luxury and half a trillion as a necessity, but
there are still mysteries about the element that can be both diamond and coal. Where does it come
from, what does it do, and why, above all, does life need it? With poetic storytelling, Robert M.
Hazen leads us on a global journey through the origin and evolution of life’s most essential and
ubiquitous element.
  your inner fish by neil shubin: Christianity without God Daniel C. Maguire, 2014-08-18
Argues that Christianity does not require its supernatural aspects. Christianity without an
omnipotent god, without a divine savior, without an afterlife? In this bold and hopeful book,
theologian Daniel C. Maguire writes that traditional, supernatural aspects of Christianity can be
comforting, but are increasingly questionable. A century of scholarly research has not been
supportive of the dogmatic triad of personal god, incarnate savior, and life after death.
Demonstrating that these beliefs have questionable roots in historical traditions, Maguire argues for
a return to that brilliant and revolutionary moral epic of the Hebrew and Christian Bible. Rescued
from god, Christianity can offer a realistic global ethic to heal a planet sinking under the effects of
our ungrateful mismanagement. �Once again Dan Maguire�s new book is at the cutting edge.
Passionate, yet crystal clear, Christianity without God distills the essential Christian message from



the mythological and theological accretions that have distorted it. It�s a message we need today,
more than ever.� � David R. Loy, author of Awareness Bound and Unbound: Buddhist Essays �For
many of us, Maguire�s book will be a kind of homecoming. Someone, at last, has had the courage to
write what so many of us have been thinking.� � John C. Raines, author of The Justice Men Owe
Women: Positive Resources from World Religions �With immense learning and considerable charm,
Daniel Maguire evokes a Christianity freed from dogma, literalism, self-righteousness, and terror.
Believers and skeptics alike can delight in what�s left: poetry, morality, a sense of awe and wonder.
In a word, humanity.� � Katha Pollitt, author of The Mind-Body Problem: Poems
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