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byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire is a story that often
escapes the spotlight in mainstream history discussions. Most people think of
the Middle Ages as a dark time dominated by feudal kingdoms and the rise of
Western Europe, but the Byzantine Empire was a vibrant, enduring civilization
that shaped much of medieval and even modern history. Its longevity, culture,
politics, and resilience are as fascinating as they are complex. Let’s dive
into the world of Byzantium and uncover why this medieval empire continues to
surprise and captivate historians and enthusiasts alike.

The Origins of Byzantium: A City That Became an
Empire

The Byzantine Empire, often referred to as the Eastern Roman Empire, was born
from the ashes of the Roman Empire’s division in the late 3rd and early 4th
centuries AD. When Emperor Constantine the Great established Constantinople
(modern-day Istanbul) in 330 AD, he laid the foundation for a new imperial
capital that would outlast Rome itself.

From Roman Roots to Byzantine Identity

Though Byzantium was essentially the continuation of the Roman Empire, it
developed its own unique identity over time. The empire’s language shifted
from Latin to Greek, and its culture increasingly reflected Eastern
Mediterranean influences, including Christian theology and Hellenistic
traditions. This fusion created a civilization that was neither fully Roman
nor purely Greek but something distinct—a medieval empire with deep classical
roots.

Political Intrigue and Imperial Power

One of the most surprising aspects of the Byzantine Empire’s life is its
complex political landscape. Byzantine politics were marked by intrigue,
palace coups, and a highly sophisticated bureaucracy that rivaled any
medieval government.



The Emperor as Both God’s Representative and
Absolute Ruler

Byzantine emperors wielded immense authority. They were seen as God’s
representatives on Earth, which gave their rule a divine legitimacy that
permeated every level of society. This religious authority blended with
political power, allowing emperors to influence church doctrine and control
vast territories.

Intrigue, Assassinations, and Dynastic Struggles

The imperial court was a hotbed of conspiracies. Rival factions frequently
sought the throne through plots and assassinations, making the empire’s
political history a thrilling saga of ambition and survival. This aspect of
Byzantium’s life reveals a medieval state that was anything but static—it was
dynamic and often unpredictable.

Byzantine Culture: Art, Religion, and Learning

When discussing byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire, one
cannot overlook its rich cultural achievements. The empire was a beacon of
art, religion, and scholarship during a time when much of Europe was
experiencing turmoil and decline.

The Role of Orthodox Christianity

Christianity was central to Byzantine life. The empire played a pivotal role
in shaping Eastern Orthodox Christianity, which differs in many ways from
Western Catholicism. Byzantine religious art, especially mosaics and icons,
became iconic symbols of faith and were used to inspire devotion across the
empire.

Architectural Marvels: The Hagia Sophia

No discussion of Byzantine culture is complete without mentioning the Hagia
Sophia. Built under Emperor Justinian I in the 6th century, this
architectural masterpiece was a testament to the empire’s engineering skill
and spiritual dedication. It stood as the world’s largest cathedral for
nearly a thousand years and remains a symbol of Byzantine ingenuity.



Preserving Classical Knowledge

Byzantium was also a guardian of ancient Greek and Roman knowledge. While
Western Europe faced intellectual setbacks during the early Middle Ages,
Byzantine scholars preserved and copied classical texts, which later fueled
the Renaissance in the West. The empire’s libraries and schools were centers
of learning that fostered advances in philosophy, medicine, and science.

Military Prowess and Challenges

Contrary to the image of a declining medieval empire, Byzantium demonstrated
remarkable military resilience over centuries. Its strategic location between
Europe and Asia made it a target for various invaders, but the empire
developed sophisticated defense strategies.

The Thematic System and Military Organization

Byzantine military success was largely due to its thematic system, where
provinces were governed by military commanders responsible for local defense.
This decentralized approach allowed for quicker responses to threats and
efficient use of resources.

Famous Byzantine Generals and Campaigns

Generals like Belisarius and Narses were instrumental in expanding and
defending the empire’s borders. Their campaigns against the Persians,
Vandals, and later the Muslim armies showcased Byzantine tactical brilliance.
Despite numerous invasions, Byzantium managed to survive for over a thousand
years, a testament to its military adaptability.

Trade, Economy, and Daily Life in Byzantium

The surprising life of a medieval empire like Byzantium also included a
thriving economy and vibrant urban life. Constantinople was a bustling
metropolis and a hub of commerce connecting East and West.

Trade Routes and Economic Power

The empire controlled critical trade routes, including the Silk Road’s
western terminus. Byzantine merchants traded silk, spices, grain, and luxury



goods, enriching the empire and fueling its cosmopolitan culture.

Social Structure and Urban Living

Byzantine society was layered, with emperors and aristocrats at the top and
artisans, merchants, and peasants forming the base. Urban centers like
Constantinople featured impressive public buildings, markets, baths, and
entertainment venues, making it one of the most advanced cities of the
medieval world.

The Legacy of Byzantium: Why Its Story Still
Matters

Byzantium’s surprising life as a medieval empire leaves a lasting legacy. It
bridged the ancient and medieval worlds, preserved classical knowledge,
influenced religious traditions, and shaped geopolitical boundaries. Even
after the fall of Constantinople in 1453, the empire’s cultural and religious
influences endured through Orthodox Christianity and the Renaissance.

Understanding Byzantium challenges us to rethink medieval history beyond
Western Europe and appreciate the diverse civilizations that contributed to
our shared past. Its story is a reminder that medieval empires were complex,
vibrant, and often full of surprises that continue to inspire curiosity and
scholarship today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Byzantium: The Surprising
Life of a Medieval Empire'?
The book explores the history, culture, and lasting influence of the
Byzantine Empire, highlighting its surprising resilience and significance
during the medieval period.

Who is the author of 'Byzantium: The Surprising Life
of a Medieval Empire'?
The book is written by Judith Herrin, a renowned historian specializing in
Byzantine studies.



Why is the Byzantine Empire described as
'surprising' in the book's title?
The empire is described as surprising because, contrary to common perceptions
of it being a declining or obscure medieval state, it was a vibrant,
influential, and enduring civilization that shaped European and Middle
Eastern history.

How does the book challenge common misconceptions
about the Byzantine Empire?
The book challenges misconceptions by presenting the Byzantines as
innovative, culturally rich, and politically complex, rather than just the
'Eastern Roman Empire' or a stagnant medieval relic.

What aspects of Byzantine culture does the book
highlight?
It highlights Byzantine art, religion, politics, and society, showing how
these elements contributed to the empire's unique identity and legacy.

Is 'Byzantium: The Surprising Life of a Medieval
Empire' suitable for readers new to Byzantine
history?
Yes, the book is accessible to general readers and provides a comprehensive
introduction to Byzantine history while engaging with scholarly research.

Additional Resources
Byzantium: The Surprising Life of a Medieval Empire

byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire offers a compelling
narrative that challenges traditional perceptions of medieval history. Often
overshadowed by the Western Roman Empire and the later rise of nation-states
in Europe, Byzantium stands out as a resilient and sophisticated civilization
whose influence extended far beyond its temporal and geographical boundaries.
This article delves into the intricate tapestry of Byzantine history,
culture, and legacy, providing an analytical perspective on why this medieval
empire remains a subject of fascination for historians and scholars alike.

The Enduring Legacy of Byzantium

Byzantium, commonly referred to as the Eastern Roman Empire, lasted over a



millennium from its foundation in 330 AD with the establishment of
Constantinople by Emperor Constantine I, until its fall in 1453 AD to the
Ottoman Turks. What makes the empire’s story surprising is not merely its
longevity but its ability to maintain Roman law, Greek culture, and Christian
faith in a continually shifting world marked by invasions, religious schisms,
and political upheaval.

The empire was a beacon of administrative sophistication. Unlike many
medieval states, Byzantium retained a centralized bureaucracy that was deeply
intertwined with the Orthodox Church. This fusion of state and religion
influenced everything from art to diplomacy, crafting a unique identity that
was neither wholly Roman nor purely Greek.

Byzantine Political Structure and Governance

At the heart of Byzantium’s durability was its complex political system. The
emperor wielded supreme authority, but governance relied heavily on a vast
and efficient civil service. The themes system, a territorial and military-
administrative division, was innovative for its time, allowing Byzantium to
mobilize resources and respond to external threats effectively.

Moreover, Byzantine diplomacy was renowned for its subtlety and strategic
marriages, alliances, and treaties. The empire managed to survive against
powerful neighbors such as the Persians, Arabs, and later the Seljuk Turks
through a combination of military resilience and diplomatic finesse.

Cultural and Religious Influences

Byzantium’s role as a guardian of Christian orthodoxy profoundly shaped
medieval Europe and the Orthodox world. The empire was pivotal in defining
theological doctrines during the Ecumenical Councils, which had lasting
effects on Christian theology worldwide.

Beyond religion, Byzantine art and architecture introduced iconic styles,
such as the extensive use of mosaics and the famed Hagia Sophia, a marvel of
engineering and aesthetics that symbolized the empire’s grandeur. The
preservation and copying of classical texts by Byzantine scholars also
ensured the survival of ancient knowledge, which later fueled the Renaissance
in Western Europe.

Economic and Military Aspects of the Byzantine
Empire

The Byzantine economy was one of the most advanced in medieval Europe. Its



capital, Constantinople, was strategically located for trade between Europe
and Asia, serving as a commercial hub connecting the Silk Road with the
Mediterranean. The empire’s currency, the solidus, was a gold coin that
remained stable for centuries, facilitating international trade and economic
confidence.

The military might of Byzantium was equally notable. The empire developed
specialized units such as the Varangian Guard and employed advanced siege
technologies. Its navy maintained control over critical maritime routes,
safeguarding trade and territorial integrity.

Challenges and Decline

Despite its strengths, Byzantium faced significant challenges. Internal
political instability, including court intrigues and succession crises,
weakened the state. The rise of the Seljuk Turks and later the Crusades
brought devastating blows. The Fourth Crusade’s sack of Constantinople in
1204 was a catastrophic event that fractured the empire and diminished its
power.

However, even in decline, Byzantium’s cultural and religious influence
persisted. The fall of Constantinople in 1453 marked the end of the empire,
but its legacy lived on through the Orthodox Church and the transmission of
knowledge to Russia and Western Europe.

Why Byzantium Still Matters Today

Studying Byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire reveals much
about resilience, adaptation, and the preservation of culture under pressure.
Its unique position as a bridge between East and West offers valuable
insights into geopolitical and religious dynamics that continue to resonate
in contemporary discussions about identity and heritage.

For historians and enthusiasts, Byzantium is not just a footnote in medieval
history but a vibrant civilization that shaped and was shaped by the
complexities of its time. The empire’s story encourages a reevaluation of
medieval history, highlighting the diversity and interconnectedness of past
societies.

In exploring Byzantium, we uncover lessons about the endurance of ideas, the
interplay between power and faith, and the intricate art of survival in a
turbulent world—elements that remain relevant in understanding both history
and modern civilization.
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  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Byzantium Judith Herrin, 2009-09-08
A captivating account of the legendary empire that made Western civilization possible Byzantium.
The name evokes grandeur and exoticism—gold, cunning, and complexity. In this unique book,
Judith Herrin unveils the riches of a quite different civilization. Avoiding a standard chronological
account of the Byzantine Empire's millennium—long history, she identifies the fundamental
questions about Byzantium—what it was, and what special significance it holds for us today.
Bringing the latest scholarship to a general audience in accessible prose, Herrin focuses each short
chapter around a representative theme, event, monument, or historical figure, and examines it
within the full sweep of Byzantine history—from the foundation of Constantinople, the magnificent
capital city built by Constantine the Great, to its capture by the Ottoman Turks. She argues that
Byzantium's crucial role as the eastern defender of Christendom against Muslim expansion during
the early Middle Ages made Europe—and the modern Western world—possible. Herrin captivates us
with her discussions of all facets of Byzantine culture and society. She walks us through the complex
ceremonies of the imperial court. She describes the transcendent beauty and power of the church of
Hagia Sophia, as well as chariot races, monastic spirituality, diplomacy, and literature. She reveals
the fascinating worlds of military usurpers and ascetics, eunuchs and courtesans, and artisans who
fashioned the silks, icons, ivories, and mosaics so readily associated with Byzantine art. An
innovative history written by one of our foremost scholars, Byzantium reveals this great civilization's
rise to military and cultural supremacy, its spectacular destruction by the Fourth Crusade, and its
revival and final conquest in 1453.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Women in Purple Judith Herrin,
2021-09-14 In the eighth and ninth centuries, three Byzantine empresses—Irene, Euphrosyne, and
Theodora—changed history. Their combined efforts restored the veneration of icons, saving
Byzantium from a purely symbolic and decorative art and ensuring its influence for centuries to
come. In this exhilarating and highly entertaining account, one of the foremost historians of the
medieval period tells the story of how these fascinating women exercised imperial sovereignty with
consummate skill and sometimes ruthless tactics. Though they gained access to the all-pervasive
authority of the Byzantine ruling dynasty through marriage, all three continued to wear the imperial
purple and wield tremendous power as widows. From Constantinople, their own Queen City, the
empresses undermined competitors and governed like men. They conducted diplomacy across the
known world, negotiating with the likes of Charlemagne, Roman popes, and the great Arab caliph
Harun al Rashid. Vehemently rejecting the ban on holy images instituted by their male relatives,
Irene and Theodora used craft and power to reverse the official iconoclasm and restore icons to their
place of adoration in the Eastern Church. In so doing, they profoundly altered the course of history.
The art—and not only the art—of Byzantium, of Islam, and of the West would have been very
different without them. As Judith Herrin traces the surviving evidence, she evokes the complex and
deeply religious world of Constantinople in the aftermath of Arab conquest. She brings to life its
monuments and palaces, its court ceremonies and rituals, the role of eunuchs (the third sex), bride
shows, and the influence of warring monks and patriarchs. Based on new research and written for a
general audience, Women in Purple reshapes our understanding of an empire that lasted a thousand
years and splashes fresh light on the relationship of women to power.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Unrivalled Influence Judith Herrin,
2013-03-11 Explores the exceptional roles that women played in the vibrant cultural and political life
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of medieval Byzantium. Drawing on a diverse range of sources, this title focuses on the importance
of marriage in imperial statecraft, the tense coexistence of empresses in the imperial court, and the
critical relationships of mothers and daughters.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: The Formation of Christendom Judith
Herrin, 1989-08-21 In a lucid history of what used to be termed the Dark Ages, Judith Herrin
outlines the origins of Europe from the end of late antiquity to the coronation of Charlemagne. She
shows that the clash between nascent Islam and stubburn Byzantium was the central contest that
allowed Europe to develop, and she thereby places the rise of the West in its true Mediterranean
context. Her inquiry centers on the notion of Christendom. Instead of taking medieval beliefs for
granted or separating theology from politics, she treats the faith as a material force. In a
path-breaking account of the arguments over Christian doctrine, she shows how the northern sphere
of the Roman world divided into two distinct and self-conscious imperial units, as the Arabs swept
through the southern regions. One of the most interesting strands of the author's argument concerns
religious art and iconoclasm. Her book shows how the impact of Islam's Judaic ban on graven images
precipitated both the iconoclast crisis in Constantinople and the West's unique commitment to
pictorial narrative, as justified by Pope Gregory the Great.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Ravenna Judith Herrin, 2020-10-27 A
riveting history of the city that led the West out of the ruins of the Roman Empire At the end of the
fourth century, as the power of Rome faded and Constantinople became the seat of empire, a new
capital city was rising in the West. Here, in Ravenna on the coast of Italy, Arian Goths and Catholic
Romans competed to produce an unrivaled concentration of buildings and astonishing mosaics. For
three centuries, the city attracted scholars, lawyers, craftsmen, and religious luminaries, becoming a
true cultural and political capital. Bringing this extraordinary history marvelously to life, Judith
Herrin rewrites the history of East and West in the Mediterranean world before the rise of Islam and
shows how, thanks to Byzantine influence, Ravenna played a crucial role in the development of
medieval Christendom. Drawing on deep, original research, Herrin tells the personal stories of
Ravenna while setting them in a sweeping synthesis of Mediterranean and Christian history. She
narrates the lives of the Empress Galla Placidia and the Gothic king Theoderic and describes the
achievements of an amazing cosmographer and a doctor who revived Greek medical knowledge in
Italy, demolishing the idea that the West just descended into the medieval Dark Ages. Beautifully
illustrated and drawing on the latest archaeological findings, this monumental book provides a bold
new interpretation of Ravenna's lasting influence on the culture of Europe and the West.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Margins and Metropolis Judith
Herrin, 2013-04-07 Explores the political, cultural, and ecclesiastical forces that linked the
metropolis of Byzantium to the margins of its far-flung empire, especially the region of Hellas and
Peloponnesos in central and southern Greece.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Hammer and Anvil Pamela Kyle
Crossley, 2019-02-28 This groundbreaking book examines the role of rulers with nomadic roots in
transforming the great societies of Eurasia, especially from the thirteenth to sixteenth centuries.
Distinguished historian Pamela Kyle Crossley, drawing on the long history of nomadic confrontation
with Eurasia’s densely populated civilizations, argues that the distinctive changes we associate with
modernity were founded on vernacular literature and arts, rising literacy, mercantile and financial
economies, religious dissidence, independent learning, and self-legitimating rulership. Crossley finds
that political traditions of Central Asia insulated rulers from established religious authority and
promoted the objectification of cultural identities marked by language and faith, which created a
mutual encouragement of cultural and political change. As religious and social hierarchies
weakened, political centralization and militarization advanced. But in the spheres of religion and
philosophy, iconoclasm enjoyed a new life. The changes cumulatively defined a threshold of the
modern world, beyond which lay early nationalism, imperialism, and the novel divisions of Eurasia
into “East” and “West.” Synthesizing new interpretive approaches and grand themes of world history
from 1000 to 1500, Crossley reveals the unique importance of Turkic and Mongol regimes in shaping



Eurasia’s economic, technological, and political evolution toward our modern world.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Anna Komnene and the Alexiad
Ioulia Kolovou, 2020-05-13 “Kolovou . . . rescues Anna from the talons of misogynist historians and
places her where she belongs as an extraordinary, but very human, woman.” —Beating Tsundoku A
woman of extraordinary education and intellect, Anna Komnene was the only Byzantine female
historian and one of the first and foremost historians in medieval Europe. Yet few people know of her
and her extraordinary story. Subsequent historians and scholars have skewed the picture of Anna as
an intellectual princess and powerful author. She has been largely viewed as an angry, bitter old
woman, who greedily wanted a throne that did not belong to her. After being exiled to a convent, she
composed the Alexiad, the history of the First Crusade and the Byzantine Emperor, Alexios I
Komnenos (1081-1118), her father. This book aims to present Anna Komnene—the fascinating
woman, pioneer intellectual, and charismatic author—to the general public. Drawing on the latest
academic research to reconstruct Anna’s life, personality and work, it moves away from the myth of
Anna the conspirator and “power-hungry woman” which has been unfairly built around her over
centuries of misrepresentation. It places Anna Komnene in the context of her own time: the ancient
Greek colony and medieval Eastern Roman empire, known as Byzantium, with the magnificent city of
Constantinople at its heart. At the forefront of an epic clash between East and West, this was a world
renowned for its dazzling wealth, mystery and power games. This was a world with Anna Komnene
directly at the center. “Well-written, well-researched, and an overall fascinating read . . . A brilliant
addition to women’s history.” —Where There’s Ink There’s Paper
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: The Unknown Europe James R.
Payton, 2021-11-03 The fascinating history of Eastern Europe includes highs of soaring cultural
achievement and lows of almost unimaginable repression. But we in the West don’t know much
about Eastern Europe or its history—this book helps us see why. We got interested when the region
became a threat during the Cold War, but what we learned focused on the Communist period after
World War II—not Eastern Europe itself or its deep history, a history that continues to live in the
hearts of its peoples. James Payton offers an accessible treatment of the history of the region, an
opportunity to learn about Eastern Europeans as they are. He overviews that story from pre-history
to the present, examining eleven turning points that profoundly shaped Eastern European history.
His treatment considers the backgrounds to the turning points, the events, and the long-lasting
impacts they had for the various Eastern European nations. This helps us understand how Eastern
Europeans themselves see their history—the “long haul” over the centuries, with the influence and
impact of events of the sometimes-distant past shaping how they see themselves, their neighbors,
and their place in the world.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: The Rise of Little Big Norway John F.
L. Ross, 2019-11-30 The Rise of Little Big Norway explores the unlikely rise of Norway from
peripherality to today’s global steward with an enviable work-life balance, influential oil fund and
Arctic front-row seat. Drawing on wide-ranging source material, John Ross’s original approach
combines astute observation, thoughtful analysis and a flowing essay style, leavened with the
comparative insight that only a seasoned observer of the region can bring. The book examines the
settings, histories and niche elements that lend Norway its distinctiveness and differentiate it from
its Nordic neighbors. It gives special attention to the northern and Arctic dimensions of Norwegian
life and elaborates a connecting thematic thread, the mobility that once took Vikings across the
Atlantic in open boats and makes today’s Norwegians the most-traveled people on the planet. The
result is a carefully crafted general study of Norway, a country long overlooked in favor of its Nordic
neighbors but now a quiet force in its own right and a touchstone for twenty-first century issues
ranging from identity politics to the Arctic melt. This book fills a major gap in the literature on
Norway and the Nordic region.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: The Alexiad of Anna Komnene
Penelope Buckley, 2014-03-27 This is the first full-scale study of the literary art of Anna Komnene's
Alexiad. Her history of her father's reign is well-known and much used by Byzantinists and historians



of the First Crusade, but the art with which it shapes its central character has not been fully
examined or understood. This book argues that the work is both history and tragedy; the
characterization of Alexios I Komnenos is cumulative; it develops; the models for his idealization
change; much of the action takes place in his mind and the narrative relays and amplifies his
thought while building a dense picture of the world in which he acts. Engaging critically and
responsively with other texts, Komnene uses the full range of current literary genres to portray the
ideal culture of his rule. She matches her art of literary control to his of government over the
adverse forces of his time.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Remembering Women Differently
Lynée Lewis Gaillet, Helen Gaillet Bailey, 2019-05-23 An examination of women's work, rhetorical
agency, and the construction of female reputation Before the full and honest tale of humanity can be
told, it will be necessary to uncover the hidden roles of women in it and recover their voices from the
forces that have diminished their contributions or even at times deliberately eclipsed them. The past
half-century has seen women rise to claim their equal portion of recognition, and Remembering
Women Differently addresses not only some of those neglected—it examines why they were
deliberately erased from history. The contributors in this collection study the contributions of
fourteen nearly forgotten women from around the globe working in fields that range from art to
philosophy, from teaching to social welfare, from science to the military, and how and why those
individuals became either marginalized or discounted in a mostly patriarchal world. These sterling
contributors, scholars from a variety of disciplines—rhetoricians, historians, compositionists, and
literary critics—employ feminist research methods in examining women's work, rhetorical agency,
and the construction of female reputation. By recovering these voices and remembering the women
whose contributions have made our civilization better and more whole, this work seeks to ensure
that women's voices are never silenced again.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Judaism and Imperial Ideology in Late
Antiquity Alexei M. Sivertsev, 2011-06-20 This book explores the influence of Roman imperialism on
the development of Messianic themes in Judaism in the fifth through the eight centuries CE. It pays
special attention to the ways in which Roman imperial ideology and imperial eschatology influenced
Jewish representations of the Messiah and Messianic age. Topics addressed in the book include:
representations of the Messianic kingdom of Israel as a successor to the Roman Empire, the theme
of imperial renewal in Jewish eschatology and its Roman parallels, representations of the emperor in
late antique literature and art and their influence on the representations of the Messiah, the mother
of the Messiah in late antique and Byzantine cultural contexts, and the figure of the last Roman
Emperor in Christian and Jewish tradition.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Historical Dictionary of Catholicism
William J. Collinge, 2021-08-15 This work covers the whole history of Catholicism, including the
periods of Christian history prior to the present divisions into Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant,
but within the earlier periods it focuses on the “story line” that leads to Catholicism in the Roman
Rite, and particularly to Roman Catholicism in the United States. The Historical Dictionary of
Catholicism, Third Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography.
The dictionary section has more than 500 cross-referenced entries on important persons and places
as well as themes such as baptism, contraception, labor, church architecture, the sexual abuse
crisis, Catholic history, doctrine and theology, spirituality and worship, moral and social teaching,
and church structure. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about Catholicism.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Empires in World History Jane
Burbank, Frederick Cooper, 2021-05-11 How empires have used diversity to shape the world order
for more than two millennia Empires—vast states of territories and peoples united by force and
ambition—have dominated the political landscape for more than two millennia. Empires in World
History departs from conventional European and nation-centered perspectives to take a remarkable
look at how empires relied on diversity to shape the global order. Beginning with ancient Rome and



China and continuing across Asia, Europe, the Americas, and Africa, Jane Burbank and Frederick
Cooper examine empires' conquests, rivalries, and strategies of domination—with an emphasis on
how empires accommodated, created, and manipulated differences among populations. Burbank and
Cooper examine Rome and China from the third century BCE, empires that sustained state power for
centuries. They delve into the militant monotheism of Byzantium, the Islamic Caliphates, and the
short-lived Carolingians, as well as the pragmatically tolerant rule of the Mongols and Ottomans,
who combined religious protection with the politics of loyalty. Burbank and Cooper discuss the
influence of empire on capitalism and popular sovereignty, the limitations and instability of Europe's
colonial projects, Russia's repertoire of exploitation and differentiation, as well as the empire of
liberty—devised by American revolutionaries and later extended across a continent and beyond.
With its investigation into the relationship between diversity and imperial states, Empires in World
History offers a fresh approach to understanding the impact of empires on the past and present.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Orthodox Christians and the Rights
Revolution in America A. G. Roeber, 2024-01-02 A distinctive and unrivaled examination of North
American Eastern Orthodox Christians and their encounter with the rights revolution in a pluralistic
American society. From the civil rights movement of the 1950s to the “culture wars” of North
America, commentators have identified the partisans bent on pursuing different “rights” claims.
When religious identity surfaces as a key determinant in how the pursuit of rights occurs, both “the
religious right” and “liberal” believers remain the focus of how each contributes to making rights
demands. How Orthodox Christians in North America have navigated the “rights revolution,”
however, remains largely unknown. From the disagreements over the rights of the First Peoples of
Alaska to arguments about the rights of transgender persons, Orthodox Christians have engaged an
anglo-American legal and constitutional rights tradition. But they see rights claims through the lens
of an inherited focus on the dignity of the human person. In a pluralistic society and culture,
Orthodox Christians, both converts and those with family roots in Orthodox countries, share with
non-Orthodox fellow citizens the challenge of reconciling conflicting rights claims. Those claims do
pit “religious liberty” rights claims against perceived dangers from outside the Orthodox Church.
But internal disagreements about the rights of clergy and people within the Church accompany the
Orthodox Christian engagement with debates over gender, sex, and marriage as well as expanding
political, legal, and human rights claims. Despite their small numbers, North American Orthodox
remain highly visible and their struggles influential among the more than 280 million Orthodox
worldwide. Orthodox Christians and the Rights Revolution in America offers an historical analysis of
this unfolding story.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Christianity Diarmaid MacCulloch,
2010-03-18 The New York Times bestseller and definitive history of Christianity for our time—from
the award-winning author of The Reformation and Silence A product of electrifying scholarship
conveyed with commanding skill, Diarmaid MacCulloch's Christianity goes back to the origins of the
Hebrew Bible and encompasses the globe. It captures the major turning points in Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox history and fills in often neglected accounts of conversion and
confrontation in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. MacCulloch introduces us to monks and crusaders,
heretics and reformers, popes and abolitionists, and discover Christianity's essential role in shaping
human history and the intimate lives of men and women. And he uncovers the roots of the faith that
galvanized America, charting the surprising beliefs of the founding fathers, the rise of the
Evangelical movement and of Pentecostalism, and the recent crises within the Catholic Church.
Bursting with original insights and a great pleasure to read, this monumental religious history will
not soon be surpassed.
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Christian History Alister E. McGrath,
2013-03-04 A major new introduction to the global history of Christianity, written by one of the
world’s leading theologians and author of numerous bestselling textbooks. Provides a truly global
review by exploring the development of Christianity and related issues in Asia, Latin America and
Africa, and not just focusing on Western concerns Spanning more than two millennia and combining



elements of theology, history, and culture, it traces the development of all three branches of
Christianity – Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox – providing context to Christianity’s origins and its
links to Judaism Looks beyond denominational history at Christianity’s impact on individuals,
society, politics, and intellectual thought, as well as on art, architecture, and the natural sciences
Combines McGrath’s acute historical sensibility with formidable organizational skill, breaking the
material down into accessible, self-contained historical periods Offers an accessible and
student-oriented text, assuming little or no advance theological or historical knowledge on the part
of the reader
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: Bound to the Barbarian Carol Townend,
2012 Sold into slavery, maidservant Katerina promised one day to repay the princess who rescued
her. Now that time has come, and Katerina must convince commanding warrior Ashfirth Saxon that
she is her royal mistress. Spending balmy days and long sultry nights with this man makes
Katerina's task increasingly impossible. How long will she be able to keep up her deception? And
how long before she finds herself willingly bedded by this proud barbarian?
  byzantium the surprising life of a medieval empire: The Evolution of Law and the State
in Europe Spyridon Flogaitis, 2014-11-06 Most books about public power and the state deal with
their subject from the point of view of legal theory, sociology or political science. This book, without
claiming to deliver a comprehensive theory of law and state, aims to inform by offering a fresh
reading of history and institutions, particularly as they have developed in continental Europe and
European political and legal science. Drawing on a remarkably wide range of sources from both
Western and Eastern Europe, the author suggests that only by knowing the history of the state, and
state administration since the twelfth century, can we begin to comprehend the continuing
importance of the state and public powers in modern Europe. In an era of globalization, when the
importance of international law and institutions frequently lead to the claim that the state either no
longer exists or no longer matters, the truth is in fact more complex. We now live in an era where
the balance is shifting away from the struggle to build states based on democratic values, towards
fundamental values existing above and beyond the borders of nations and states, under the watchful
gaze of judges bound by the rule of law.
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