
author of age of innocence
The Literary Genius Behind The Age of Innocence: Exploring the Author of Age
of Innocence

author of age of innocence is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the
celebrated American writer Edith Wharton. Known for her sharp social
observations and elegant prose, Wharton crafted a vivid portrayal of New
York’s high society in the 19th century through her novel *The Age of
Innocence*. But who exactly was this author, and what makes her work resonate
so deeply even today? Let’s embark on an insightful journey into the life,
style, and legacy of Edith Wharton, the brilliant mind behind *The Age of
Innocence*.

Who is the Author of Age of Innocence?

The author of *Age of Innocence* is Edith Wharton, born Edith Newbold Jones
in 1862 into one of New York’s most affluent families. Raised amidst the
upper echelons of society, Wharton had a front-row seat to the intricate
social rituals and strict codes that defined the Gilded Age. This personal
background gave her a unique vantage point from which she examined the
tensions between individual desires and societal expectations.

Despite the constraints of her era, Wharton was a pioneering female novelist
and a sophisticated chronicler of her time. Her works often explored themes
of class, gender roles, and the conflict between tradition and change, making
her a crucial figure in American literature.

Early Life and Influences

Edith Wharton’s upbringing was steeped in privilege but also marked by strict
social conventions. Educated by private tutors and well-traveled across
Europe, she developed a cosmopolitan outlook that informed her writing style
and subject matter. Wharton’s exposure to European art, architecture, and
culture enriched her narratives, allowing her to blend American themes with
an international sensibility.

Her personal experiences—marriage, divorce, and navigating the social
expectations of a woman in the late 19th and early 20th centuries—deeply
influenced her portrayal of characters and conflicts in her novels.

The Literary Style of the Author of Age of



Innocence

Edith Wharton’s prose is celebrated for its clarity, elegance, and subtle
irony. As the author of *Age of Innocence*, she masterfully balances detailed
descriptions with a keen psychological insight into her characters. Her
narrative style is both immersive and restrained, allowing readers to feel
the weight of societal pressures without overt dramatization.

Social Critique Wrapped in Elegance

One of the hallmarks of Wharton’s writing is her ability to critique the
rigid social structures of her time while maintaining a tone of refined
elegance. The author of *Age of Innocence* uses her storytelling to expose
the hypocrisies and limitations of New York’s aristocracy, highlighting how
tradition often suppresses genuine emotion and personal freedom.

Through nuanced characterization and intricate plotting, Wharton reveals the
tragic consequences of living according to social expectations rather than
authentic desires. This delicate balance of critique and aesthetic beauty is
a key reason why her work remains relevant and admired.

Symbolism and Setting

Wharton’s use of symbolism and detailed settings enriches the thematic depth
of *The Age of Innocence*. The author of *Age of Innocence* places great
emphasis on the physical surroundings of her characters, using lavish
mansions, society balls, and the stark contrast between old and new worlds as
metaphors for change and resistance.

Her vivid descriptions of New York’s elite circles help readers understand
the invisible yet powerful forces shaping her characters’ lives. The settings
become almost characters themselves, reflecting the emotional and social
landscapes in which the story unfolds.

Major Works and Achievements of the Author of
Age of Innocence

While *The Age of Innocence* stands as Edith Wharton’s most famous novel, the
author’s literary achievements extend far beyond this single work. She was a
prolific writer whose novels, short stories, and essays explored a wide range
of themes related to society, morality, and human psychology.



The Age of Innocence and Its Impact

Published in 1920, *The Age of Innocence* won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction,
making Edith Wharton the first woman to receive this prestigious award. The
novel’s success cemented her reputation as one of America’s foremost literary
voices.

The story’s exploration of unfulfilled love and the suffocating nature of
social conventions struck a chord with readers and critics alike. It also
inspired numerous adaptations, including film and theater, further extending
the author of *Age of Innocence*’s influence into popular culture.

Other Notable Works

Beyond *The Age of Innocence*, Edith Wharton authored several other
significant works, including:

Ethan Frome (1911) – A tragic tale set in a bleak New England town,
exploring themes of isolation and forbidden love.

The House of Mirth (1905) – A critique of New York society through the
story of Lily Bart, a woman struggling to maintain her social standing.

The Custom of the Country (1913) – A sharp satire of social climbing and
materialism in early 20th-century America.

Each of these works showcases the author of *Age of Innocence*’s keen
observations on social class and human nature.

Why the Author of Age of Innocence Remains
Relevant Today

Edith Wharton’s insights into social dynamics and personal identity continue
to resonate with modern readers. The author of *Age of Innocence* captured
the universal struggle between societal expectations and individual desires,
a theme that transcends time and culture.

Lessons from Wharton’s Portrayal of Society

For readers and writers alike, Wharton’s work offers valuable lessons on the
importance of authenticity amid external pressures. Her nuanced characters



remind us that beneath the polished surfaces of society lie complex emotions
and conflicts.

Moreover, her critique of social rigidity encourages ongoing conversations
about class, gender, and the cost of maintaining appearances. This makes her
work a rich resource for understanding historical contexts and human
psychology.

Inspiration for Contemporary Writers

The author of *Age of Innocence* serves as an inspiration for contemporary
authors who seek to blend social commentary with compelling storytelling.
Wharton’s mastery of character development and setting offers a blueprint for
creating narratives that are both engaging and thought-provoking.

Her success as a female writer in a male-dominated literary world also paves
the way for aspiring women authors, highlighting the power of perseverance
and unique perspectives.

Exploring the Legacy of the Author of Age of
Innocence

Edith Wharton’s legacy is preserved not only through her enduring novels but
also through her contributions to literary criticism and cultural history.
She was a trailblazer who pushed boundaries and expanded the scope of
American literature.

Recognition and Honors

Throughout her life and posthumously, the author of *Age of Innocence* has
received numerous honors, including:

First woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (1921)

Induction into the American Academy of Arts and Letters

Numerous scholarly studies and critical essays dedicated to her work

These accolades underscore her significance in the literary canon and her
lasting impact.



Preserving Wharton’s Heritage

Wharton’s former home, The Mount, located in Lenox, Massachusetts, is now a
museum dedicated to her life and work. Visitors can explore the estate to
gain deeper insight into the environment that inspired much of her writing.

Literary societies and academic programs continue to study and celebrate the
author of *Age of Innocence*, ensuring that new generations appreciate her
contributions.

---

By understanding the author of *Age of Innocence*, readers gain more than
just knowledge of a famous writer—they uncover a rich tapestry of history,
culture, and human experience woven through Edith Wharton’s timeless prose.
Her work invites us to reflect on the complexities of society and the
enduring quest for personal freedom, making her a truly remarkable figure in
the world of literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Age of Innocence'?
The author of 'The Age of Innocence' is Edith Wharton.

When was 'The Age of Innocence' written by Edith
Wharton?
'The Age of Innocence' was published in 1920.

What is 'The Age of Innocence' by Edith Wharton
about?
'The Age of Innocence' is a novel that explores upper-class society in New
York City during the 1870s, focusing on themes of societal expectations,
love, and duty.

Did Edith Wharton receive any awards for 'The Age of
Innocence'?
Yes, Edith Wharton won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1921 for 'The Age of
Innocence,' becoming the first woman to receive this award.



What inspired Edith Wharton to write 'The Age of
Innocence'?
Edith Wharton was inspired by her own experiences and observations of New
York's upper-class society and its rigid social codes during the late 19th
century.

Has 'The Age of Innocence' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, 'The Age of Innocence' has been adapted into films, including the
notable 1993 movie directed by Martin Scorsese.

What is the significance of Edith Wharton as the
author of 'The Age of Innocence'?
Edith Wharton is significant as the author because she provided an insightful
critique of Gilded Age society through her elegant prose and deep
understanding of social dynamics.

Additional Resources
The Author of Age of Innocence: Exploring Edith Wharton's Literary Legacy

author of age of innocence immediately brings to mind Edith Wharton, a
towering figure in American literature known for her incisive explorations of
upper-class society and its intricate, often stifling social codes. Wharton's
1920 novel, *The Age of Innocence*, remains a seminal work that delves into
the complexities of love, duty, and societal expectations during the Gilded
Age. Understanding the author behind this masterpiece offers valuable insight
into the cultural and historical nuances that shaped her narrative voice and
the enduring appeal of her work.

Edith Wharton: A Portrait of the Author

Edith Wharton was born into a wealthy New York family in 1862, a background
that profoundly influenced her perspective as a writer. Her intimate
familiarity with the elite social circles she later critiqued lent
authenticity and sharpness to her literary portrayals. Unlike many authors
who write from imaginative distance, Wharton’s firsthand experience with the
customs and constraints of upper-class society allowed her to craft stories
with nuanced psychological depth and social commentary.

Wharton’s education was largely self-directed, supplemented by private tutors
and exposure to European culture during her formative years. This early



immersion in both American and European aristocratic manners enriched her
literary style, blending realism with a sophisticated understanding of social
mores. The author of *Age of Innocence* was not merely a chronicler of her
era but a perceptive analyst of the tensions between individual desires and
societal expectations.

The Literary Context of The Age of Innocence

Published in 1920, *The Age of Innocence* captures the waning days of New
York’s Gilded Age, a period marked by ostentatious wealth and rigid social
hierarchies. Wharton’s work is often positioned within the tradition of
American realism and social critique, alongside contemporaries like Henry
James and Henry Adams. However, her distinctive voice is characterized by an
acute sensitivity to the emotional undercurrents beneath polite society’s
veneer.

The novel’s protagonist, Newland Archer, embodies the internal conflict
between personal freedom and social obligation—a theme that resonates
universally. Through him and the contrasting characters of May Welland and
Ellen Olenska, Wharton explores how societal expectations can both shape and
suffocate individual identity. This exploration reflects the author’s broader
preoccupation with the often invisible forces that govern human behavior.

Exploring Edith Wharton’s Themes and Style

Wharton’s writing style combines elegant prose with meticulous attention to
detail, creating vivid depictions of setting and character. The author of
*Age of Innocence* employs a restrained narrative tone that mirrors the
controlled social environments she describes, enhancing the novel’s tension
and emotional impact.

Social Critique and Psychological Insight

One of Wharton’s strengths lies in her ability to marry social critique with
deep psychological insight. She examines the ways in which social conventions
dictate behavior, often at the expense of genuine happiness or moral
integrity. In *The Age of Innocence*, this manifests through the characters’
struggles with conformity and rebellion, illustrating the cost of maintaining
appearances in a judgmental society.

This theme is not confined to *The Age of Innocence* alone. Throughout her
oeuvre, including works like *Ethan Frome* and *The House of Mirth*, Wharton
persistently interrogates the intersections of class, gender, and power. Her
narratives often highlight the limited options available to women, who must
navigate restrictive social roles while seeking personal fulfillment.



Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Authors

Comparing Wharton to her contemporaries reveals both shared concerns and
distinctive approaches. Like Henry James, Wharton delves into the
psychological complexities of her characters, but she tends to adopt a more
critical stance toward social institutions. Whereas James often emphasizes
ambiguity and moral complexity, Wharton’s narratives frequently underscore
the oppressive nature of societal norms.

In contrast to F. Scott Fitzgerald, whose *The Great Gatsby* also explores
themes of wealth and social stratification, Wharton’s work is less focused on
the glamour of the Jazz Age and more on the rigid structures of an earlier
era. This difference highlights Wharton’s unique position as both participant
and observer of the social elite, giving her a nuanced perspective on the
interplay between individual agency and social expectation.

Edith Wharton’s Impact and Legacy

The author of *Age of Innocence* has left an indelible mark on American
literature, her influence extending beyond her own time. Wharton was the
first woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, awarded in 1921 for *The
Age of Innocence*, signaling a breakthrough in recognition for women writers
and solidifying her status in the literary canon.

Adaptations and Cultural Resonance

*The Age of Innocence* has been adapted multiple times for stage, film, and
television, most notably in Martin Scorsese’s 1993 film adaptation starring
Daniel Day-Lewis and Michelle Pfeiffer. These adaptations underscore the
novel’s lasting relevance and its capacity to engage new audiences with its
timeless themes of love, sacrifice, and societal constraint.

The enduring popularity of Wharton’s work also speaks to its rich character
development and the universal nature of its conflicts. Readers continue to
find in her novels a mirror reflecting the tensions between tradition and
change, individual desire and communal expectation—issues that remain
pertinent in contemporary discourse.

Pros and Cons of Wharton’s Literary Approach

Pros: Wharton’s precise, elegant prose and deep character analysis
provide readers with immersive and thought-provoking narratives. Her
insider perspective on high society offers a rare, authentic critique of



social conventions.

Cons: Some critics argue that Wharton’s focus on elite social circles
limits the scope of her work, potentially alienating readers outside
that milieu. Additionally, her narrative style may feel restrained or
formal to those accustomed to more experimental or emotionally overt
literature.

Despite these critiques, the author of *Age of Innocence* remains a pivotal
figure whose work continues to be studied for its literary merit and social
insights.

Conclusion: Edith Wharton’s Enduring Relevance

Exploring the life and work of Edith Wharton, the author of *Age of
Innocence*, reveals a writer deeply attuned to the social dynamics of her
time and skilled in portraying the human cost of societal expectations. Her
literary legacy is not simply one of historical interest but a continuing
source of reflection on the complexities of social identity and personal
freedom. In an era of evolving social norms, Wharton’s incisive observations
offer valuable perspectives on the tensions between past and present,
tradition and transformation.

Author Of Age Of Innocence
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Wharton’s acclaimed novel of love, duty, and half-known truths in Gilded Age New York society, with
a foreword by bestselling author Elif Batuman Dutiful Newland Archer, an eligible young man from
New York high society, is about to announce his engagement to May Welland, a suitable match from
a good family, when May’s cousin, the beautiful and exotic Countess Ellen Olenska, is introduced
into their circle. The Countess brings with her an aura of European sophistication and a hint of
perceived scandal, having left her husband and claimed her independence. Her worldliness,
disregard for society’s rules, and air of unapproachability attract the sensitive Newland, despite his
enthusiasm about a marriage to May and the societal advantages it would bring. Almost against
their will, Newland and Ellen develop a passionate bond, and a classic love triangle takes shape as
the three young people find themselves drawn into a poignant and bitter conflict between love and
duty. Written in 1920, Edith Wharton’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel about a time and place long
gone by—1870s New York City—beautifully captures the complexities of passion, independence, and
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fulfillment, and how painfully hard it can be for individuals to truly see one another and their place
in the world. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton, 1996-03-01 Edith Wharton’s
acclaimed novel of love, duty, and half-known truths in Gilded Age New York society, with a
foreword by bestselling author Elif Batuman Dutiful Newland Archer, an eligible young man from
New York high society, is about to announce his engagement to May Welland, a suitable match from
a good family, when May’s cousin, the beautiful and exotic Countess Ellen Olenska, is introduced
into their circle. The Countess brings with her an aura of European sophistication and a hint of
perceived scandal, having left her husband and claimed her independence. Her worldliness,
disregard for society’s rules, and air of unapproachability attract the sensitive Newland, despite his
enthusiasm about a marriage to May and the societal advantages it would bring. Almost against
their will, Newland and Ellen develop a passionate bond, and a classic love triangle takes shape as
the three young people find themselves drawn into a poignant and bitter conflict between love and
duty. Written in 1920, Edith Wharton’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel about a time and place long
gone by—1870s New York City—beautifully captures the complexities of passion, independence, and
fulfillment, and how painfully hard it can be for individuals to truly see one another and their place
in the world. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton, 2022-11-13 Edith Wharton's
The Age of Innocence is a masterful exploration of the complexities of societal expectations in the
gilded age of New York during the 1870s. Through elegant prose and sharp wit, Wharton intricately
weaves a narrative that examines the conflict between individual desire and social obligation, all
while capturing the nuances of a rapidly changing society. The novel is characterized by its rich
character development, particularly in the portrayal of Newland Archer, as he grapples with his love
for the unconventional Countess Ellen Olenska, against the backdrop of rigid conventions that
govern upper-class life. Wharton employs a realistic style that underscores the constraints imposed
upon individuals, providing a poignant commentary on the interplay between personal happiness
and societal norms. Edith Wharton, a member of the elite class herself, draws from her own
experiences to craft this incisive critique of high society. Fluent in the cultural and social dynamics
of her time, Wharton was acutely aware of the tensions that existed between passion and propriety,
leading her to challenge the ideals of fidelity and conformity through this story. Her insightful
observations and keen understanding of class structures lend credibility and depth to her
characters' struggles. I highly recommend The Age of Innocence to readers who appreciate
literature that probes the intricacies of human relationships within the constraints of social
structures. Wharton's timeless exploration of love, duty, and disillusionment resonates even today,
making this novel a classic that deserves both admiration and critical exploration.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence By Edith Wharton (Literary, Romance Novel
) Illustrated Edith Wharton, 2020-10-03 The Age of Innocence is a 1920 novel by American author
Edith Wharton. It was her twelfth novel, and was initially serialized in 1920 in four parts, in the
magazine Pictorial Review. Later that year, it was released as a book by D. Appleton & Company. It
won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, making Wharton the first woman to win the prize.[1] Though
the committee had initially agreed to give the award to Sinclair Lewis for Main Street, the judges, in
rejecting his book on political grounds, established Wharton as the American 'First Lady of
Letters'.[2] The story is set in the 1870s, in upper-class, Gilded-Age New York City. Wharton wrote



the book in her 50s, after she had established herself as a strong author, with publishers clamoring
for her work
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence (Annotated and Illustrated) Edith
Wharton, 2023-08-10 The Age of Innocence is a 1920 novel by American author Edith Wharton. It
was her twelfth novel, and was initially serialized in 1920 in four parts, in the magazine Pictorial
Review. Later that year, it was released as a book by D. Appleton & Company. It won the 1921
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, making Wharton the first woman to win the prize. Though the committee
had initially agreed to give the award to Sinclair Lewis for Main Street, the judges, in rejecting his
book on political grounds, established Wharton as the American 'First Lady of Letters'. The story is
set in the 1870s, in upper-class, Gilded-Age New York City. Wharton wrote the book in her 50s after
she had established herself as a strong author, with publishers clamoring for her work
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton, 2020-08-25 The Age of
Innocence is a 1920 novel by the American author Edith Wharton. It won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction, making Wharton the first woman to win the prize. The story is set in the 1870s, in
upper-class, Gilded-Age New York City. Newland Archer, gentleman lawyer and heir to one of New
York City's best families, is happily anticipating a highly desirable marriage to the sheltered and
beautiful May Welland. Yet he finds reason to doubt his choice of bride after the appearance of
Countess Ellen Olenska, May's exotic and beautiful 30-year-old cousin. Ellen has returned to New
York from Europe after scandalously separating herself (per rumor) from a bad marriage to a Polish
count. At first, Ellen's arrival and its potential taint on the reputation of his bride-to-be's family
disturb Newland, but he becomes intrigued by the worldly Ellen, who flouts New York society's
fastidious rules. As Newland's admiration for the countess grows, so does his doubt about marrying
May, a perfect product of Old New York society; his match with May no longer seems the ideal fate
he had imagined. The Age of Innocence presents a picture of upper-class New York society in the
1870s. In the story, Newland Archer is engaged to May Welland, a beautiful but proper fellow
member of elite society, but he falls deeply in love with Ellen Olenska, a former member of their
circle who has returned to New York to escape her disastrous marriage to a Polish nobleman. Both
lovers prove too obedient to conventional taboos to break with their upper-class social surroundings,
however, and Newland feels compelled to renounce Ellen and marry May
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton Edith Wharton,
2017-11-24 The Age of Innocence is Edith Wharton's twelfth novel, initially serialized in four parts in
the Pictorial Review magazine in 1920, and later released by D. Appleton and Company as a book in
New York and in London. It won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, making Wharton the first woman
to win the prize.Though the committee initially agreed to award the prize to Sinclair Lewis, the
judges rejected his Main Street on political grounds and established Wharton as the American 'First
Lady of Letters', the irony being that the committee had awarded The Age of Innocence the prize on
grounds that negated Wharton's own blatant and subtle ironies, which constitute and make the book
so worthy of attention. The story is set in upper-class New York City in the 1870s, during the Gilded
Age. Wharton wrote the book in her 50s, after she had established herself as a strong author with
publishers clamoring for her work.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton, 2017-02-28 The Age of
Innocence centers on one society couple's impending marriage and the introduction of a scandalous
woman whose presence threatens their happiness. Though the novel questions the assumptions and
mores of turn of the century New York society, it never devolves into an outright condemnation of
the institution. In fact, Wharton considered this novel an apology for the earlier, more brutal and
critical, The House of Mirth. Not to be overlooked is the author's attention to detailing the charms
and customs of this caste. The novel is lauded for its accurate portrayal of how the
nineteenth-century East Coast American upper class lived and this combined with the social tragedy
earned Wharton a Pulitzer - the first Pulitzer awarded to a woman. Edith Wharton (January 24, 1862
- August 11, 1937) was an American novelist, short story writer, and designer.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence: Large Print Edith Wharton, 2019-03-15



The Age of Innocence centers on one society couple's impending marriage and the introduction of a
scandalous woman whose presence threatens their happiness. Though the novel questions the
assumptions and mores of turn of the century New York society, it never devolves into an outright
condemnation of the institution. In fact, Wharton considered this novel an apology for the earlier,
more brutal and critical, The House of Mirth. Not to be overlooked is the author's...
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Illustrated Edith Wharton, 2020-02-19
The Age of Innocence is a 1920 novel by American author Edith Wharton. It was her twelfth novel,
and was initially serialized in 1920 in four parts, in the magazine Pictorial Review. Later that year, it
was released as a book by D. Appleton & Company.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton, 2019-05-05 The Age of
Innocence is a 1920 novel by American author Edith Wharton. It was her twelfth novel, and was
initially serialized in 1920 in four parts, in the magazine Pictorial Review. Later that year, it was
released as a book by D. Appleton & Company. It won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, making
Wharton the first woman to win the prize. Though the committee had initially agreed to give the
award to Sinclair Lewis for Main Street, the judges, in rejecting his book on political grounds,
established Wharton as the American 'First Lady of Letters'. The story is set in the 1870s, in
upper-class, Gilded-Age New York City. Wharton wrote the book in her 50s, after she had
established herself as a strong author, with publishers clamoring for her work.The Age of Innocence
was a softer and more gentle work than The House of Mirth, which Wharton had published in 1905,
and which was set in the time of her childhood. In her autobiography, Wharton wrote of The Age of
Innocence that it had allowed her to find a momentary escape in going back to my childish memories
of a long-vanished America... it was growing more and more evident that the world I had grown up
in and been formed by had been destroyed in 1914. Scholars and readers alike agree that The Age of
Innocence is fundamentally a story which struggles to reconcile the old with the new
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton Edith Wharton,
2016-12-31 The Age of Innocence centers on one society couple's impending marriage and the
introduction of a scandalous woman whose presence threatens their happiness. Though the novel
questions the assumptions and mores of turn of the century New York society, it never devolves into
an outright condemnation of the institution. In fact, Wharton considered this novel an apology for
the earlier, more brutal and critical, The House of Mirth. Not to be overlooked is the author's
attention to detailing the charms and customs of this caste. The novel is lauded for its accurate
portrayal of how the nineteenth-century East Coast American upper class lived and this combined
with the social tragedy earned Wharton a Pulitzer - the first Pulitzer awarded to a woman.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Illustrated Edith Wharton, 2020-12-31
The Age of Innocence is a 1920 novel by American author Edith Wharton. It was her twelfth novel,
and was initially serialized in 1920 in four parts, in the magazine Pictorial Review. Later that year, it
was released as a book by D. Appleton & Company. It won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction,
making Wharton the first woman to win the prize.[1] Though the committee had initially agreed to
give the award to Sinclair Lewis for Main Street, the judges, in rejecting his book on political
grounds, established Wharton as the American 'First Lady of Letters'.[2] The story is set in the
1870s, in upper-class, Gilded-Age New York City. Wharton wrote the book in her 50s, after she had
established herself as a strong author, with publishers clamoring for her work
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence (1920) Edith Wharton, 2019-09-04 The
Age of Innocence is a 1920 novel by American author Edith Wharton. It was her twelfth novel, and
was initially serialized in 1920 in four parts, in the magazine Pictorial Review. Later that year, it was
released as a book by D. Appleton & Company. It won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, making
Wharton the first woman to win the prize. Though the committee had initially agreed to give the
award to Sinclair Lewis for Main Street, the judges, in rejecting his book on political grounds,
established Wharton as the American 'First Lady of Letters'.The story is set in the 1870s, in
upper-class, Gilded-Age New York City. Wharton wrote the book in her 50s, after she had
established herself as a strong author, with publishers clamoring for her work.



  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton, 1993 Set in the insular
upper-class society of New York City in the 187o's, this book tells the story of Newland Archer, a
young lawyer who plans to marry the beautiful debutante May Welland. On the eve of their
engagement, he meets May's cousin, Countess Ellen Olenska, who has fled Europe and an unhappy
marriage. Ellen's charm and worldliness stir in Archer a longing for life beyond his restrictive
upper-class ecistence. He cannot think of leaving May, yet he continues to pursue Ellen.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton, 2015-08-25 The Age of
Innocence centers on one society couple's impending marriage and the introduction of a scandalous
woman whose presence threatens their happiness. Though the novel questions the assumptions and
mores of turn of the century New York society, it never devolves into an outright condemnation of
the institution. In fact, Wharton considered this novel an apology for the earlier, more brutal and
critical, The House of Mirth. Not to be overlooked is the author's attention to detailing the charms
and customs of this caste. The novel is lauded for its accurate portrayal of how the
nineteenth-century East Coast American upper class lived and this combined with the social tragedy
earned Wharton a Pulitzer - the first Pulitzer awarded to a woman.
  author of age of innocence: The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton (Classsics, Literature)
[Annotated] Edith Wharton, 2021-05-02 The Age of Innocence is a 1920 novel by American author
Edith Wharton. It was her twelfth novel, and was initially serialized in 1920 in four parts, in the
magazine Pictorial Review. Later that year, it was released as a book by D. Appleton & Company. It
won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, making Wharton the first woman to win the prize.[1] Though
the committee had initially agreed to give the award to Sinclair Lewis for Main Street, the judges, in
rejecting his book on political grounds, established Wharton as the American 'First Lady of
Letters'.[2] The story is set in the 1870s, in upper-class, Gilded-Age New York City. Wharton wrote
the book in her 50s, after she had established herself as a strong author, with publishers clamoring
for her work
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