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Japanese Maple Planting Guide: How to Grow and Care for These Elegant Trees

japanese maple planting guide is something every garden enthusiast should have on hand if
they’re looking to add a touch of refined beauty to their outdoor space. Known for their delicate,
intricate leaves and stunning autumn colors, Japanese maples (Acer palmatum) are a favorite among
gardeners worldwide. But planting and caring for these trees requires a bit of knowledge to ensure
they thrive. Whether you’re a seasoned gardener or a beginner eager to try something new, this
comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need to know about Japanese maple
planting—from selecting the perfect location to nurturing your tree in its early years.

Choosing the Right Japanese Maple for Your Garden

When embarking on your Japanese maple planting journey, the first step is selecting the right variety.
Japanese maples come in a wide range of sizes, leaf shapes, and colors, each suited to different
garden styles and climates.

Popular Varieties to Consider

Some popular cultivars include:

Acer palmatum ‘Dissectum’: Known for its finely cut, lace-like leaves and graceful weeping
habit.

Acer palmatum ‘Bloodgood’: Features deep red foliage that holds its color well throughout
the season.

Acer palmatum ‘Sango Kaku’: Often called the coral bark maple due to its striking red
branches visible in winter.

Acer palmatum ‘Autumn Moon’: Offers broad, buttery yellow leaves that turn orange in fall.

Understanding the size and growth habit of your chosen maple is essential since some varieties grow
tall and upright, while others remain small and shrub-like, perfect for container planting or small
gardens.

Picking the Perfect Location for Planting

Selecting the right spot in your garden can make all the difference in the health and vibrancy of your
Japanese maple.



Light Requirements

Japanese maples prefer partial shade, especially in hotter climates. While they can tolerate full sun,
too much direct sunlight can scorch their delicate leaves, particularly in the afternoon. Ideally, plant
them where they receive morning sun and afternoon shade. In cooler regions, they can handle more
sun exposure.

Soil Conditions

A well-draining, slightly acidic to neutral soil (pH 5.5 to 7.0) is best. Japanese maples dislike soggy
soil, which can lead to root rot. Amending heavy clay soils with organic matter like compost or peat
moss can improve drainage and soil texture.

Protection from Harsh Elements

Avoid planting in spots exposed to strong winds or late spring frosts, as these can damage new
growth. Near a wall or under the protection of taller trees can provide shelter and create a
microclimate favorable for your maple.

Step-by-Step Japanese Maple Planting Guide

Planting a Japanese maple correctly sets the foundation for a healthy tree that will bring beauty for
years to come.

Preparing the Planting Hole

Dig a hole twice as wide and slightly deeper than the root ball of your Japanese maple. This allows
roots to spread easily. Loosen the soil at the bottom and sides of the hole to encourage root growth.

Amending the Soil

Mix the dug-out soil with organic compost or well-rotted manure to enhance fertility and drainage.
This mix provides essential nutrients and improves moisture retention without waterlogging.

Planting the Tree

1. Gently remove the maple from its nursery container.
2. Tease out any circling roots to prevent future girdling.
3. Place the tree in the hole so that the top of the root ball is level with or slightly above the



surrounding soil.
4. Backfill with the amended soil, firming it gently around the roots to eliminate air pockets.
5. Water thoroughly to settle the soil.

Mulching and Watering

Apply a 2-3 inch layer of mulch around the base, keeping it a few inches away from the trunk to
prevent rot. Mulching helps retain moisture, suppress weeds, and regulate soil temperature. For the
first growing season, water your Japanese maple deeply once or twice a week, depending on rainfall.
Consistent moisture is crucial during establishment.

Care Tips to Ensure Healthy Growth

Once planted, your Japanese maple will need ongoing care to flourish.

Watering Practices

Japanese maples prefer evenly moist soil but don’t like to sit in water. During dry spells, increase
watering frequency but avoid waterlogging. Installing drip irrigation or soaker hoses can provide
steady moisture without excessive wetting of the foliage.

Fertilizing Your Japanese Maple

Fertilize in early spring with a slow-release, balanced fertilizer formulated for trees and shrubs. Avoid
high-nitrogen fertilizers, which encourage excessive leaf growth but weaken the tree's structure.
Organic options like compost tea or fish emulsion also work well.

Pruning and Shaping

Pruning is generally minimal but can help maintain shape and remove dead or crossing branches. The
best time to prune is in late winter or early spring before new growth begins. Avoid heavy pruning, as
Japanese maples have a naturally elegant form.

Protecting Against Pests and Diseases

While Japanese maples are relatively pest-resistant, watch for aphids, scale insects, and fungal
diseases like verticillium wilt. Maintaining good air circulation and avoiding overhead watering helps
prevent many issues. If pests appear, insecticidal soap or horticultural oil can be effective treatments.



Seasonal Considerations for Your Japanese Maple

Understanding how your maple behaves throughout the year can help you provide the best care.

Spring and Summer

In spring, new leaves emerge in vibrant colors, signaling the start of active growth. Keep up with
watering and mulching routines. Protect tender new leaves from late frosts if needed.

Fall Color Transformation

One of the most celebrated features of Japanese maples is their autumn foliage. Depending on the
variety, leaves can turn brilliant shades of red, orange, yellow, or crimson. This is a great time to
reduce watering gradually and prepare the tree for dormancy.

Winter Care

While hardy, Japanese maples benefit from some winter protection, especially young trees. Applying a
thicker layer of mulch helps insulate roots. In regions with heavy snow or ice, gently brushing off
accumulation prevents limb breakage.

Enhancing Your Garden with Japanese Maples

Beyond just planting and care, Japanese maples offer incredible versatility in garden design.

Companion Planting Ideas

Pair your maple with shade-loving perennials like hostas, ferns, or azaleas to create lush, layered
plantings. The contrast of broad-leaved plants against the fine texture of maple leaves adds visual
interest.

Container Planting

Smaller Japanese maple varieties thrive in containers, making them perfect for patios or balconies.
Use a well-draining potting mix and ensure the container has drainage holes. Container maples may
require more frequent watering.



Water Features and Rock Gardens

The elegant form and colorful foliage of Japanese maples complement water features and rock
gardens beautifully, enhancing a tranquil, Zen-like atmosphere.

Exploring the art of cultivating Japanese maples can be incredibly rewarding. With the insights from
this Japanese maple planting guide, you’re well-equipped to nurture these graceful trees and enjoy
their captivating presence in your garden for years to come. Their timeless beauty and serene charm
make every effort worthwhile.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best time to plant a Japanese maple?
The best time to plant a Japanese maple is during early spring or fall when the weather is cooler and
the tree is dormant. This helps reduce transplant shock and encourages healthy root establishment.

What type of soil is ideal for planting Japanese maple trees?
Japanese maples prefer well-drained, slightly acidic soil with a pH between 5.5 and 6.5. The soil
should be rich in organic matter and retain moisture without becoming waterlogged.

How much sunlight does a Japanese maple need?
Japanese maples thrive best in partial shade, especially in hotter climates. They need about 4-6 hours
of filtered sunlight daily. Too much direct sun can scorch the leaves, while too much shade can reduce
vibrant leaf color.

How deep should I plant a Japanese maple?
When planting, position the root flare (where the roots meet the trunk) slightly above or level with the
soil surface to ensure proper drainage and prevent rot. Avoid planting the tree too deep.

How often should I water a newly planted Japanese maple?
Water a newly planted Japanese maple deeply once or twice a week, depending on rainfall and soil
conditions. The soil should be kept consistently moist but not soggy to encourage root growth.

Do Japanese maples need fertilizer during planting?
It's best to mix compost or well-rotted organic matter into the planting hole to provide nutrients.
Avoid heavy fertilization at planting time. After establishment, a balanced, slow-release fertilizer can
be applied in early spring.



What are common mistakes to avoid when planting Japanese
maples?
Common mistakes include planting too deep, using poorly drained soil, exposing the tree to harsh
afternoon sun, overwatering, and failing to mulch around the base to retain moisture and regulate
temperature.

How large should the planting hole be for a Japanese maple?
The planting hole should be about twice as wide as the root ball and the same depth as the root ball
to give roots space to spread and grow properly.

Is mulching necessary for Japanese maple planting?
Yes, applying a 2-3 inch layer of organic mulch around the base helps retain soil moisture, regulate
temperature, and suppress weeds. Keep mulch a few inches away from the trunk to prevent rot.

Can Japanese maples be planted in containers?
Yes, Japanese maples can be grown in containers if they have adequate drainage, suitable potting
mix, and proper watering and sunlight. Container planting allows better control over soil and location.

Additional Resources
Japanese Maple Planting Guide: Expert Insights for Successful Cultivation

japanese maple planting guide serves as an essential resource for gardeners and landscapers
seeking to incorporate the delicate beauty of Acer palmatum into their outdoor spaces. These trees
are celebrated for their vibrant foliage, graceful structure, and adaptability, yet successful cultivation
requires a nuanced understanding of their specific needs. This article offers a comprehensive
examination of the critical factors involved in planting and nurturing Japanese maples, blending
horticultural science with practical advice to optimize growth and aesthetic appeal.

Understanding Japanese Maple: Characteristics and
Varieties

Japanese maples are deciduous trees native to Japan, Korea, and China, known for their strikingly
lobed leaves and a diverse palette of colors ranging from deep reds and purples to bright greens and
yellows. Varieties such as ‘Bloodgood,’ ‘Sango Kaku,’ and ‘Tamukeyama’ exhibit distinct growth
habits, leaf shapes, and seasonal color changes, making variety selection a pivotal step in the
planting process.

These trees typically grow between 6 to 25 feet tall, depending on the cultivar, and can take on a
range of forms from upright to weeping. The choice of variety should reflect the garden’s scale,
climate zone, and design intent, as well as growth rate considerations; some cultivars demonstrate



faster establishment but may require more maintenance.

Site Selection: Environmental Factors That Influence
Growth

Selecting an appropriate site is crucial in any japanese maple planting guide, as these trees possess
specific environmental preferences that directly impact their health and longevity.

Light Exposure

Japanese maples thrive in partial shade environments. While some cultivars tolerate full sun,
excessive direct sunlight—especially in hotter climates—can lead to leaf scorch and diminished
vibrancy. Ideally, the planting location should receive morning sun and afternoon shade, balancing
light for optimal photosynthesis without stressing the foliage.

Soil Requirements

Soil composition plays a significant role in the successful establishment of Japanese maples. Well-
drained, slightly acidic soils with a pH between 5.5 and 6.5 are preferred. Heavy clay or poorly
drained soils increase the risk of root rot and other diseases. Amending the soil with organic matter
such as compost or peat moss can improve aeration and moisture retention, which are vital for root
development.

Microclimate Considerations

Beyond general site conditions, microclimatic factors such as wind exposure and proximity to
reflective surfaces can affect the tree’s performance. Japanese maples are susceptible to wind
damage and desiccation, so planting near a windbreak or in a sheltered garden nook can enhance
survival rates. Additionally, reflective heat from walls or pavements may increase leaf scorch
incidents, necessitating strategic placement.

Planting Techniques and Timing

Proper planting methodology is a cornerstone of the japanese maple planting guide and directly
influences the tree’s ability to establish and flourish.

When to Plant



The optimal planting period is during early spring or fall when temperatures are moderate, and soil
moisture is adequate. Planting during these seasons reduces transplant shock and supports root
system development before the stress of summer heat or winter cold.

Step-by-Step Planting Process

Dig the Hole: The hole should be twice as wide and as deep as the root ball to allow roots to1.
spread easily.

Prepare the Soil: Mix native soil with organic amendments to enhance fertility and drainage.2.

Position the Tree: Place the tree so the top of the root ball is level with or slightly above3.
ground level to prevent water pooling.

Backfill Carefully: Fill the hole gently to avoid air pockets that can dry roots.4.

Water Thoroughly: Immediately water the tree to settle the soil and provide moisture.5.

Mulch: Apply a 2-3 inch layer of mulch around the base, keeping it away from the trunk to6.
reduce moisture loss and control weeds.

Common Planting Mistakes to Avoid

Planting too deep or failing to amend the soil can severely hinder growth. Additionally, neglecting to
water adequately in the weeks following planting is a frequent error that compromises root
establishment.

Care and Maintenance for Optimal Growth

Japanese maples require ongoing care tailored to their growth stage and environmental conditions, a
fact underscored throughout any thorough japanese maple planting guide.

Watering Practices

Consistent moisture is essential, especially during the first two years after planting. Overwatering,
however, can cause root diseases; thus, watering schedules should be adjusted based on rainfall and
soil drainage. Drip irrigation systems are often recommended to provide steady moisture without
waterlogging.



Fertilization

Japanese maples benefit from balanced fertilization in early spring. Slow-release fertilizers with an N-
P-K ratio around 10-10-10 support healthy leaf and root growth. Avoid excessive nitrogen, which can
promote lush foliage but reduce fall color intensity and increase susceptibility to pests.

Pruning and Shaping

Pruning is generally minimal but can be necessary to maintain structure, remove dead or crossing
branches, and enhance air circulation. Late winter or early spring before bud break is the best time
for pruning. Careful selective pruning preserves the natural form and prevents stress.

Pest and Disease Management

Japanese maples are vulnerable to aphids, scale insects, and fungal diseases like verticillium wilt.
Early detection and treatment with horticultural oils or fungicides, coupled with good cultural
practices such as proper spacing and sanitation, mitigate these risks.

Comparative Analysis: Japanese Maple vs. Other
Ornamental Trees

When deciding to plant a Japanese maple, it is useful to consider its advantages and limitations
relative to other ornamental trees such as dogwoods or redbuds.

Growth Rate: Japanese maples generally have a slower growth rate compared to redbuds,
making them more suitable for smaller gardens or controlled landscapes.

Color Variety: The seasonal color transformation of Japanese maples is often more dramatic
and varied, providing multi-season interest unmatched by many alternatives.

Maintenance: While requiring moderate care, Japanese maples are less tolerant of extreme
conditions than dogwoods, necessitating more precise site selection and care.

Longevity: With proper care, Japanese maples can live for several decades, offering long-term
aesthetic value.

These factors highlight the importance of matching tree selection with environmental conditions,
desired landscape features, and maintenance capacity.



Enhancing Landscape Design with Japanese Maples

Beyond their horticultural requirements, Japanese maples hold significant design value. Their
architectural silhouettes and seasonal leaf color transitions enrich gardens with texture and visual
interest. Incorporating these trees near water features, rock gardens, or as focal points under larger
canopies can create dynamic compositions.

In urban landscaping, Japanese maples offer a compact option for patios and small yards, and their
adaptability to container planting expands their utility in diverse settings. Strategic layering with
shrubs and perennials further amplifies their ornamental impact.

---

Mastery of the intricate variables involved in japanese maple planting guides enables gardeners to
unlock the full potential of these exquisite trees. Through careful site selection, precise planting
techniques, and attentive care, Japanese maples can thrive as enduring symbols of elegance and
natural artistry in any garden.

Japanese Maple Planting Guide
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autumn landscape. Whether planted alone or as part of a larger arrangement, their fall foliage
remains vibrant for weeks, creating a stunning display of crimson, orange, or gold hues on the
ground. When used as a focal point in a border, they add a burst of color, transforming an otherwise
dull area into a lively scene. Additionally, when planted in clusters along pathways, driveways, or
slopes, they form a ribbon of vivid color that outshines even the most dazzling lights. Numerous
varieties of Japanese Maple are compact enough to thrive in containers or as bonsai specimens.
These smaller trees offer a portable burst of color on a miniature scale, with their intricately divided
leaves inviting close examination. With their innate elegance, Japanese Maple trees seamlessly
integrate into modern gardens, complementing shade-loving perennials or cheerful annuals. They
serve as excellent additions to summer plantings, extending the visual interest of the garden, while
providing essential dappled shade for understory plants throughout three seasons of the year.
  japanese maple planting guide: The Complete Plant Selection Guide for Landscape
Design Marc C. Stoecklein, 2011-03-15 This book is a quick and easy-to-use reference guide for
choosing plant material for landscape designs. This reference manual includes comprehensive lists
with search criteria for each of the major plant groups, including trees, shrubs, groundcovers,
perennials, vines, grasses, and ferns. These plant groups contain hundreds of specific species,
varieties, and cultivars that are readily available in the marketplace from the major production
nurseries. Landscape architects, designers, contractors, or anyone who designs with plants, can
easily choose plants that will work on their site. The book is technical enough for the professional,
yet simple enough to be used by the layperson. Both botanical and common names are used and an
extensive amount of cultural and environmental information is presented. While many other books of
this kind give only basic information such as sun/shade, height/width, there are so many as 30
specific categories for each plant group. The categories cover such important criteria as light and
soil requirements, zone hardiness, height and width, pest and disease susceptibility, urban
tolerance, and tolerance to salt and drought. The lists also include many criteria often overlooked
such as growth rates, overall messiness, root systems, minimal fall clean up, maintenance levels, soil
PH and landscape value/use, and many visual characteristics such as texture, foliage color and fall
colors, bloom colors and seasons, shapes and forms, attractive bark and foliage and more. There is
also a candid Pros & Cons section covering some realistic considerations for each of the plant
species groups.
  japanese maple planting guide: Mid-Atlantic Getting Started Garden Guide Andre Viette,
Mark Viette, Jacqueline Heriteau, 2015-08 This Mid-Atlantic plant selection guide for is perfect for
when you're choosing plants and starting a garden in this diverse, beautiful climate.
  japanese maple planting guide: Georgia Getting Started Garden Guide Erica Glasener,
Walter Reeves, 2013-12-15 Gardening is now the favorite leisure pastime in America. Homeowners
are realizing the health benefits derived from gardening and the increase in their home's property
value. This book contains easy-to-use advice on the top landscape plant choices.Â Â It also
recommends specific varieties, and provides advice on how to plant, how to grow and how to care
for the best plants.Â
  japanese maple planting guide: Rocky Mountain Getting Started Garden Guide John
Cretti, 2015-06 Learn how to grow the best flowers, shrubs, trees, vines & ground cover in the
Rockies. With this guide, even beginners can have a successful garden or landscape.
  japanese maple planting guide: Tennessee & Kentucky Garden Guide Judy Lowe,
2012-11-03 DIVThe Gardenerâ€™s Guide format is proven to help gardeners experience more
success and enjoyment from their gardening efforts.The Gardenerâ€™s Guide series provides
useable information on the plants that perform best in Tennessee and Kentucky in an easy-to-use
format. Gardeners will find information they can trust and use successfully in their own gardens.
This book is authored by Judy Lowe, leading gardening expert in the region./div
  japanese maple planting guide: Japanese Maple Tree Raul Ozzy, 2022-12-03 A Guide On How
To Grow, Prune & Care For Your Maple Tree If you have the desire, this book is for you. It will teach
you how to plant, prune, and learn all the essential information on how to care for and nurture a



healthy maple tree. This comprehensive guide reveals how you can become an expert in cultivating
Japanese trees with the following advice, starting with knowing how to choose the correct maple
tree to cultivate in your area and how to care for maple tree and seed. You'll discover how to plant,
propagate, and prune your maple tree in this comprehensive tutorial on all you need to know about
Japanese maple trees. There is much to learn about the dwarf tree that gives your environment that
stunning look, including how to choose the best maple seed that you can cultivate in your
environment, what to look out for when selecting a maple tree, soil you can grow your maple seed in,
some of the best advice able decision to prune, step-by-step instructions on how to propagate a
maple tree in your home, and these are just a few tips. This book helps you learn how to grow your
Japanese maple tree whether you're a novice or an expert, and it provides you with the answers to
some questions you've always had so you may enjoy all the amazing advantages of having a Japanese
maple tree.
  japanese maple planting guide: Carolinas Getting Started Garden Guide Toby Bost,
2015-03-25 This regional gardening and plant selecting guide will make sure your garden is as
beautiful and varied as the Carolinas themselves.
  japanese maple planting guide: An Illustrated Guide to Japanese Maples for Garden Planting
and Patio Pots , 2015
  japanese maple planting guide: The Timber Press Guide to Gardening in the Pacific
Northwest Carol W. Hall, Norman E. Hall, 2009-09-01 Tired of being lumped into the unwieldy
category of a western garden? Frustrated by the lack of reliable, practical information about
gardening in the Pacific Northwest? No longer! The Timber Press Guide to Gardening in the Pacific
Northwest presents all the information a gardener—whether novice or expert—needs to keep their
garden beautiful and thriving. With a combined 100 years of gardening experience in the Pacific
Northwest, the authors clearly explain the unique challenges and joys of gardening in the region. By
dividing the Pacific Northwest into seven subregions, they help readers to better understand the
climatic and geographical factors that shape their gardens. This complete guide includes extensive
profiles of plants that are ideally suited to the region, including perennials, ornamental grasses,
bulbs, groundcovers, roses, shrubs, trees, and climbers. The month-by-month gardening calendar
describes what weather patterns to expect, what's in bloom, and what garden tasks are best done in
that month. With additional chapters detailing the most common gardening problems and
recommendations for effective, nontoxic ways of dealing with them, this book is nothing short of
essential.
  japanese maple planting guide: The Comprehensive Guide to Trees and Shrubs Pasquale
De Marco, 2025-07-25 This comprehensive guide to trees and shrubs will provide you with
everything you need to know to create a beautiful and thriving landscape. Whether you are a
seasoned gardener or a complete novice, this book will help you to choose the right trees and shrubs
for your needs, and to plant and care for them properly. In this book, you will learn about: * The
basics of tree and shrub biology and physiology * The different types of trees and shrubs that are
available * How to plant and care for trees and shrubs * The most common problems that trees and
shrubs can face * How to use trees and shrubs to create a beautiful and functional landscape This
book is packed with detailed information and helpful tips, making it the perfect resource for anyone
who wants to learn more about trees and shrubs. With this book, you will be able to: * Choose the
right trees and shrubs for your climate and your needs * Plant and care for your trees and shrubs
properly * Identify and treat common problems * Create a beautiful and thriving landscape that you
can enjoy for years to come This book is a must-have for any gardener who wants to learn more
about the importance of trees and shrubs, and how to care for them properly. If you like this book,
write a review!
  japanese maple planting guide: Prairie & Plains States Getting Started Garden Guide
Cathy Wilkinson-Barash, 2015-09-15 Beginner gardeners all across the great plains of the Midwest
will be informed on the best plants for their regional gardens. Get planting today!
  japanese maple planting guide: North Carolina Gardener's Guide Toby Bost, 1997



Gardening is now the favorite leisure pastime in America. Homeowners are realizing the health
benefits derived from gardening and the increase in their home's property value. Book retailers are
well aware that the trend in gardening books is to regional titles that provide credible information
on the plants that perform well in specific regions. Contains easy to use advice on the top landscape
plant choices (more than 160entries) for North Carolina. Recommends specific varieties and
provides advice on how to plant, how to grow and how to care for North Carolina's best plants.
  japanese maple planting guide: Guide to Growing Stunning Trees and Shrubs Meredith
Books, 2005 The newest and most up-to-date plant-care reference; The book focuses on plant care
needs for healthy, vibrant results; Identifies a specific plant group and addresses cultural
requirements for a variety of the most widely grown species; Contains an A-Z listing of over 400
plants by both common and scientific names which makes finding a plant easy every time; Over 500
photographs.
  japanese maple planting guide: Neil Sperry's Complete Guide to Texas Gardening Neil
Sperry, 1991-02-25 #4 on Publishers Weekly's Bestselling Gardening Books list! This new,
completely revised edition has over 500 new photographs, 400 new illustrations, 400 new plants and
trees, the latest pest control recommendations, fruit and vegetable recommendations, new tips and
plants specifically for Southern Texas, plus everything in the first edition.
  japanese maple planting guide: The Carolinas Gardener's Guide Toby Bost, Jim Wilson,
2004 Respected gardening experts Toby Bost and Jim Wilson fill the Carolinas Gardener's Guide
with expert instruction for planning, planting, and maintaining a thriving garden. The authors share
their time-tested secrets about the Carolinas' best plants and provide valuable landscaping
recommendations. This book is sure to become your most important gardening tool.
  japanese maple planting guide: Timber Press Pocket Guide to Japanese Maples J. D.
Vertrees, Peter Gregory, 2007-04-15 The Timber Press Pocket Guide to Japanese Maples describes
and illustrates 300 of the most widely available Japanese maples in North America and Europe.
Along with basic information on cultivation and maintenance, it provides lists of trees for specific
landscape uses, enabling gardeners to select the best trees for various garden conditions. Fifty
newer cultivars are presented, including four outstanding trees that are expected to become very
popular in the near future. The guide is a valuable complement to the 3rd edition of J. D. Vertrees'
Japanese Maples (updated in 2001 by Peter Gregory). Its handy format makes it an ideal reference
for taking to the nursery or garden center.
  japanese maple planting guide: Michigan Getting Started Garden Guide Melinda Myers,
2013-10-15 DIVWritten by one of the region’s most highly respected gardening experts, Michigan
Getting Started Garden Guide is a plant recommendation guidebook geared exclusively toward
gardeners located in the Wolverine State. Author Melinda Myers shares her extensive gardening
knowledge, highlighting her top picks for plants that will thrive in (or in spite of) Michigan’s tough
winters and other unique growing conditions, guaranteeing success for the Michigan gardener and
home landscaper./divDIV/divDIVFrom soil and water to fertilization and pest management, Michigan
Getting Started Garden Guide addresses all the gardening topics of concern to Michigan gardeners.
Featured plant categories discuss annuals, bulbs, ferns and groundcovers, ornamental grasses,
perennials, roses, shrubs, trees, turfgrasses, and vines. Each plant is showcased with detailed
photography; specific advice on how, when, and where to plant; growing tips, such as watering
requirements; and descriptions of routine care. Alongside these “nitty-gritty” aspects of planting and
growing, Myers shares her inspiration for garden design, the various ways you can beautifully
incorporate plants into your landscape, and her favorite cultivars and species. With proven, practical
instructions presented through gorgeous imagery and adapted specially for the Michigan climate,
Michigan Getting Started Garden Guide is your ticket to successful planting in the Great Lake
State./div
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