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The Shark Attacks of 1916: A Chilling Chapter in Maritime History

the shark attacks of 1916 remain one of the most notorious and chilling episodes in the annals of
oceanic history. These attacks not only sparked widespread panic along the New Jersey coastline but
also forever changed the public's perception of sharks. Over the course of just twelve days in July, a
series of brutal shark encounters left four people dead and one seriously injured, inciting fear,
fascination, and a wave of media frenzy that rippled across the United States. But what exactly
happened during this terrifying summer, and why do these events continue to captivate historians,
marine biologists, and thrill-seekers alike?

The Setting: Coastal New Jersey in the Early 20th
Century

To truly appreciate the gravity of the shark attacks of 1916, it’s essential to understand the context of
the time. The early 1900s saw a boom in beach tourism along the Eastern Seaboard, with New
Jersey’s shores becoming a popular destination for vacationers seeking respite from city life. The
ocean was a source of recreation, sustenance, and commerce, but it was also largely mysterious and
feared.

Despite frequent fishing and swimming activities, shark attacks were considered extremely rare. The
prevailing belief was that sharks posed little threat to humans, primarily feeding on fish and avoiding
human interaction. This made the events of 1916 all the more shocking.

The Timeline of the Shark Attacks of 1916

What started as an ordinary summer quickly took a sinister turn when a series of attacks unfolded in a
surprisingly short span.

First Attack: Beach Haven, July 1, 1916

The first victim was Charles Vansant, a young man swimming near Beach Haven on Long Beach
Island. He was suddenly attacked and bitten on the leg by a shark, which dragged him underwater.
Despite efforts to save him, Vansant succumbed to his injuries. This attack sent shockwaves through
the community, but many believed it to be a freak accident.

Subsequent Attacks: Matawan Creek, July 12–14

The true panic began when attacks moved inland, a rare behavior for sharks. On July 12, Charles
Bruder was bitten and killed while swimming in Matawan Creek, a brackish tidal creek miles from the



ocean. Two days later, on July 14, two attacks occurred in the same creek:

- **Stanley Fisher** was attacked and died from his injuries.
- **Joseph Dunn** was bitten but survived, providing crucial eyewitness testimony.

These inland attacks were unprecedented and baffled scientists and locals alike, fueling a media
frenzy that dubbed the assailant a “man-eating shark.”

Identifying the Culprit: What Kind of Shark Was
Responsible?

One of the enduring mysteries surrounding the shark attacks of 1916 is the exact species responsible
for the attacks. Experts have debated this for over a century, with two main contenders emerging:

Great White Shark: Known for its size and aggression, the great white is often considered the
prime suspect. Many believe a single large great white entered Matawan Creek, which is
unusual but not impossible.

Bull Shark: Bull sharks are known for their ability to survive in freshwater and have been
implicated in attacks far from the ocean. Their aggressive nature and tolerance for brackish
water make them a plausible candidate.

Some researchers speculate that both species could have been involved, but the lack of definitive
evidence leaves this question open to interpretation.

The Impact on Public Perception and Shark
Conservation

The shark attacks of 1916 drastically altered how the public viewed sharks. Before these events,
sharks were often considered strange but relatively harmless creatures. Afterward, they became
symbols of terror and deadly predators lurking beneath the waves.

Media Sensation and Cultural Influence

Newspapers of the time sensationalized the attacks, often exaggerating the danger and stoking fear.
This coverage inspired the 1974 novel *Jaws* by Peter Benchley and the iconic 1975 film directed by
Steven Spielberg, which cemented the image of the man-eating shark in popular culture.



Changes in Beach Safety and Shark Research

In response to the attacks, coastal communities implemented new safety measures, including shark
patrols and public education campaigns. Marine biologists also began more rigorous studies on shark
behavior, habitat, and attack patterns, sparking the beginnings of modern shark science.

Lessons from the Shark Attacks of 1916

While the shark attacks of 1916 were tragic, they offer valuable insights into human-wildlife
interactions and the importance of understanding marine ecosystems.

Understanding Shark Behavior

One key lesson is recognizing that shark attacks are often cases of mistaken identity. Many attacks
occur when sharks confuse humans for their natural prey, such as seals or fish. This is especially true
in murky waters or areas where human activity overlaps with shark feeding grounds.

Respecting the Ocean Environment

The 1916 incidents remind us to respect the ocean's power and its inhabitants. Simple precautions,
like avoiding swimming at dawn or dusk and steering clear of murky waters, can reduce the already
low risk of shark encounters.

The Role of Scientific Inquiry

The events underscored the need for scientific investigation rather than fear-based responses.
Studying sharks helps demystify their behavior, fosters coexistence, and aids in conservation efforts,
which are critical as many shark species face threats from overfishing and habitat loss.

Modern Perspectives on Shark Safety

Today, shark attacks remain rare, and fatalities even rarer. Advances in technology and research
have improved our ability to predict and prevent encounters. For example, many beaches now use
drone surveillance, shark nets, and warning systems to keep swimmers safe.

Moreover, shark conservation organizations work tirelessly to educate the public, dispelling myths
and promoting the ecological importance of sharks as apex predators essential for healthy ocean
ecosystems.

Exploring the shark attacks of 1916 offers more than just a glimpse into a frightening past; it invites



reflection on the delicate balance between humans and nature. While fear is a natural reaction,
understanding breeds respect and coexistence, allowing us to appreciate these remarkable creatures
without unnecessary alarm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the shark attacks of 1916?
The shark attacks of 1916 were a series of five shark attacks along the Jersey Shore in New Jersey
over a 12-day period in July 1916, resulting in four deaths and one injury.

Why are the shark attacks of 1916 historically significant?
The 1916 shark attacks are historically significant because they were among the first recorded shark
attacks in the United States and inspired public fear and scientific interest in shark behavior.

What species of shark was responsible for the 1916 attacks?
It is believed that a great white shark was responsible for some of the attacks, while a bull shark may
have been involved as well, due to the locations of the attacks both in the ocean and a river.

How did the 1916 shark attacks influence popular culture?
The 1916 attacks inspired the novel and film 'Jaws' by Peter Benchley and Steven Spielberg, which
popularized the image of sharks as dangerous predators.

What measures were taken after the 1916 shark attacks to
protect beachgoers?
In response to the attacks, authorities increased shark patrols, installed shark nets in some areas, and
raised public awareness about shark safety along the Jersey Shore.

Additional Resources
The Shark Attacks of 1916: A Historical Investigation into America's Deadliest Shark Incident

the shark attacks of 1916 stand as a chilling chapter in American maritime history, marking a
series of unprecedented shark encounters along the New Jersey coastline. These events not only
sparked widespread panic but also influenced public perception of sharks for decades to come. The
attacks occurred over a span of twelve days in July, resulting in multiple fatalities and injuries that
remain some of the most notorious shark-related incidents recorded in the United States. This article
delves into the circumstances surrounding the attacks, analyzes the species involved, and explores
the broader implications for shark-human interactions in the early 20th century.



Background and Context of the 1916 Shark Attacks

In the summer of 1916, the northeastern coast of the United States was in the throes of a heatwave
that drove many residents and vacationers to the Atlantic Ocean’s shores. Between July 1 and July 12,
a series of shark attacks occurred at various locations, including Beach Haven, Spring Lake, and
Matawan Creek in New Jersey. The incidents resulted in four deaths and one injury, a startling number
for a region not typically associated with dangerous shark activity.

Prior to these attacks, shark encounters in the United States were relatively rare and generally not
fatal. The shark attacks of 1916 shattered this perception, drawing significant media attention and
igniting public fear. Newspapers of the time sensationalized the events, often attributing the attacks
to a monstrous "man-eater" stalking the coast. This narrative contributed to a lasting image of sharks
as mindless killers, a stereotype that has gradually been challenged by modern marine science.

Timeline of the Attacks

July 1: Charles Vansant was fatally bitten while swimming near Beach Haven.

July 6: Charles Bruder was attacked and killed at Spring Lake.

July 12: Three separate incidents occurred in Matawan Creek, a brackish tidal river:

Stanley Fisher was fatally bitten.

Joseph Dunn was severely injured but survived.

Another minor attack was reported but not confirmed.

The concentrated nature of these attacks in both spatial and temporal terms was highly unusual and
prompted investigations to determine whether a single shark or multiple predators were responsible.

Species Identification and Behavioral Analysis

One of the most enduring questions regarding the shark attacks of 1916 is the species responsible.
Contemporary reports and subsequent research have suggested two primary candidates: the great
white shark (Carcharodon carcharias) and the bull shark (Carcharhinus leucas).

Great White Shark Hypothesis



The great white shark is historically known for its size, power, and ability to inflict fatal bites on
humans. This species is typically found in coastal waters and has been documented in the Atlantic
Ocean near New Jersey. Many experts argue that the great white was the primary culprit, especially
given the severity of the attacks in the ocean near Beach Haven and Spring Lake.

Bull Shark Hypothesis

The attacks in Matawan Creek, a freshwater tidal river, raise the possibility of a bull shark being
involved. Bull sharks are unique among shark species for their ability to tolerate freshwater
environments, often venturing far upstream in rivers and estuaries. Their aggressive nature and
proximity to human swimming areas make them a plausible candidate, particularly for the inland
attacks.

Some researchers propose that both species may have been involved, with a great white responsible
for the initial oceanic attacks and a bull shark for the creek incidents. This dual-species theory adds
complexity to the historical narrative but helps explain the unusual locations and circumstances of the
attacks.

Behavioral Factors Contributing to the Attacks

Several environmental and behavioral factors likely contributed to the shark attacks of 1916:

- **Water Temperature:** The summer heatwave caused water temperatures to rise, potentially
attracting sharks closer to shore in search of prey.
- **Human Activity:** Increased beach attendance provided ample opportunities for sharks to
encounter humans.
- **Prey Availability:** Reports indicate that schools of fish and seals were present near the attack
sites, possibly drawing sharks into crowded swimming areas.
- **Unusual Shark Behavior:** Some scientists suggest that the sharks may have been injured or
disoriented, leading to atypical aggression toward humans.

These factors combined to create a perfect storm, increasing the likelihood of shark-human
interactions in an area previously considered safe.

Impact on Public Perception and Shark Research

The shark attacks of 1916 had profound and lasting effects on how sharks were viewed by the
American public and scientific community. Prior to these events, sharks were relatively understudied
and rarely feared. The sudden surge in attacks fueled sensational media coverage, often depicting
sharks as ruthless killers rather than complex predators with ecological importance.

Media Sensationalism and Public Fear



Newspapers and magazines capitalized on the fear generated by the attacks, with headlines that
amplified panic and sometimes exaggerated details. This atmosphere led to widespread beach
closures and shark hunting campaigns aimed at eradicating the perceived threat. The attacks also
inspired cultural works, notably Peter Benchley’s 1974 novel Jaws, which cemented the image of
sharks as man-eaters in popular imagination.

Scientific Advancements and Shark Conservation

Despite the initial fear, the shark attacks of 1916 eventually spurred scientific interest in shark
biology and behavior. Researchers began to study shark ecology more thoroughly, leading to a better
understanding of their role in marine ecosystems. Over time, conservation efforts have sought to
protect shark populations, recognizing their importance in maintaining ocean health.

The 1916 incidents serve as a case study in how human-shark interactions can be influenced by
environmental factors, human behavior, and media framing. They also highlight the need for balanced
perspectives that consider both the risks and ecological value of sharks.

Legacy and Modern Implications

Today, the shark attacks of 1916 remain a focal point for discussions about shark behavior and
human safety. Modern shark attack statistics show that such events are relatively rare, with measures
like improved beach monitoring, public education, and shark deterrents helping to reduce risks.
Advances in marine technology allow for better tracking and understanding of shark movements,
which was unavailable during the early 20th century.

The incident also serves as a reminder of the importance of respecting marine wildlife and the natural
environment. Awareness campaigns now emphasize coexistence and caution rather than fear, aiming
to prevent unnecessary harm to both humans and sharks.

In summary, the shark attacks of 1916 represent a pivotal moment in American history, illustrating
the complex dynamics between humans and apex predators. Through continued research and
education, the legacy of these attacks informs current approaches to marine safety and shark
conservation.
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is chronicled in this gripping addition to the New York Times Best-Selling What Was? series. On July
1, 1916, witnesses watched in horror as twenty-eight-year-old Charles Vansant was attacked and
killed by a shark in shallow water off Beach Haven, New Jersey—the first recorded shark attack in
American history. Scientists claimed a shark could not be responsible, but more deadly attacks soon
followed along the Jersey Shore and up the freshwater Matawan Creek, setting off a nationwide
panic that led the White House to declare a “War on Sharks.” In this illustrated book, which features
16 pages of black-and-white photographs, readers will learn about the likely culprit (or culprits) in
the attacks—the great white shark and the bull shark—and how the bloody summer of 1916 would
change how people viewed sharks forever.
  the shark attacks of 1916: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 Lauren Tarshis, 2010
Includes an excerpt from Hurricane Katrina, 2005.
  the shark attacks of 1916: Close to Shore Michael Capuzzo, 2002-05-21 Combining rich
historical detail and a harrowing, pulse-pounding narrative, Close to Shore brilliantly re-creates the
summer of 1916, when a rogue Great White shark attacked swimmers along the New Jersey shore,
triggering mass hysteria and launching the most extensive shark hunt in history. In July 1916 a lone
Great White left its usual deep-ocean habitat and headed in the direction of the New Jersey
shoreline. There, near the towns of Beach Haven and Spring Lake--and, incredibly, a farming
community eleven miles inland--the most ferocious and unpredictable of predators began a deadly
rampage: the first shark attacks on swimmers in U.S. history. Capuzzo interweaves a vivid portrait of
the era and meticulously drawn characters with chilling accounts of the shark's five attacks and the
frenzied hunt that ensued. From the unnerving inevitability of the first attack on the esteemed son of
a prosperous Philadelphia physician to the spine-tingling moment when a farm boy swimming in
Matawan Creek feels the sandpaper-like skin of the passing shark, Close to Shore is an undeniably
gripping saga. Heightening the drama are stories of the resulting panic in the citizenry, press and
politicians, and of colorful personalities such as Herman Oelrichs, a flamboyant millionaire who
made a bet that a shark was no match for a man (and set out to prove it); Museum of Natural History
ichthyologist John Treadwell Nichols, faced with the challenge of stopping a mythic sea creature
about which little was known; and, most memorable, the rogue Great White itself moving through a
world that couldn't conceive of either its destructive power or its moral right to destroy.
Scrupulously researched and superbly written, Close to Shore brings to life a breathtaking, pivotal
moment in American history. Masterfully written and suffused with fascinating period detail and
insights into the science and behavior of sharks, Close to Shore recounts a breathtaking, pivotal
moment in American history with startling immediacy.
  the shark attacks of 1916: Twelve Days of Terror Richard G. Fernicola, 2016-05-02 Upon
the 100th anniversary of the most terrifying stretch of shark attacks in American history--a wave
said to have been the inspiration for Jaws--comes a reissue of the classic Lyons Press account and
investigation. In July 1916, a time when World War I loomed over America and New York City was in
the midst of a deadly polio epidemic, the tri-state area sought relief at the Jersey shore. The
Atlantic’s refreshing waters proved to be utterly inhospitable, however. In just twelve days, four
swimmers were violently and fatally mauled in separate shark attacks, and a fifth swimmer escaped
an attack within inches of his life. In this thoroughly researched account, Dr. Richard Fernicola, the
leading expert on the attacks, presents a riveting portrait, investigation, and scientific analysis of the
terrifying days against the colorful backdrop of America in 1916 in Twelve Days of Terror.
  the shark attacks of 1916: Jersey Shore Shark Attacks of 1916 Virginia Loh-Hagan, 2021
Would you have survived the shark attacks of 1916? Make decisions and tally your score to find out.
Written at a lower reading level with considerate text, these high maturity books are sure to grab
struggling readers as they engage and play along. Also includes a table of contents, glossary, index,
author biography, sidebars, educational matter, and activities.
  the shark attacks of 1916: Close to Shore Michael Capuzzo, 2002-05-21 Combining rich
historical detail and a harrowing, pulse-pounding narrative, Close to Shore brilliantly re-creates the
summer of 1916, when a rogue Great White shark attacked swimmers along the New Jersey shore,



triggering mass hysteria and launching the most extensive shark hunt in history. In July 1916 a lone
Great White left its usual deep-ocean habitat and headed in the direction of the New Jersey
shoreline. There, near the towns of Beach Haven and Spring Lake--and, incredibly, a farming
community eleven miles inland--the most ferocious and unpredictable of predators began a deadly
rampage: the first shark attacks on swimmers in U.S. history. Capuzzo interweaves a vivid portrait of
the era and meticulously drawn characters with chilling accounts of the shark's five attacks and the
frenzied hunt that ensued. From the unnerving inevitability of the first attack on the esteemed son of
a prosperous Philadelphia physician to the spine-tingling moment when a farm boy swimming in
Matawan Creek feels the sandpaper-like skin of the passing shark, Close to Shore is an undeniably
gripping saga. Heightening the drama are stories of the resulting panic in the citizenry, press and
politicians, and of colorful personalities such as Herman Oelrichs, a flamboyant millionaire who
made a bet that a shark was no match for a man (and set out to prove it); Museum of Natural History
ichthyologist John Treadwell Nichols, faced with the challenge of stopping a mythic sea creature
about which little was known; and, most memorable, the rogue Great White itself moving through a
world that couldn't conceive of either its destructive power or its moral right to destroy.
Scrupulously researched and superbly written, Close to Shore brings to life a breathtaking, pivotal
moment in American history. Masterfully written and suffused with fascinating period detail and
insights into the science and behavior of sharks, Close to Shore recounts a breathtaking, pivotal
moment in American history with startling immediacy.
  the shark attacks of 1916: Close to Shore Michael Capuzzo, Mike Capuzzo, 2001 Describes
how, in the summer of 1916, a lone great white shark headed for the New Jersey shoreline and a
farming community eleven miles inland, attacking five people and igniting the most extensive shark
hunt in history.
  the shark attacks of 1916: I Survived The Shark Attacks of 1916 Lauren Tarshis, 2020-06-02 A
thrilling graphic novel adaptation of Lauren Tarshis's bestselling I Survived the Shark Attacks of
1916 Chet Roscow is finally feeling at home in Elm Hills, New Jersey. He has a job with his uncle
Jerry at the local diner, three great friends, and the perfect summertime destination: cool, refreshing
Matawan Creek. But Chet's summer is interrupted by shocking news. A great white shark has been
attacking swimmers along the Jersey shore, not far from Elm Hills. Everyone in town is talking about
it. So when Chet sees something in the creek, he's sure it's his imagination...until he comes
face-to-face with a bloodthirsty shark Lauren Tarshis's New York Times bestselling I Survived series
takes on vivid new life in full-color graphic novel editions. Perfect for readers who prefer the graphic
novel format, or for existing fans of the I Survived chapter book series, these graphic novels combine
historical facts with high-action storytelling that's sure to keep any reader turning the pages.
  the shark attacks of 1916: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 Lauren Tarshis, 2020
Chet Roscow is finally feeling at home in his uncle's little New Jersey town. He has three new
friends, and they love cooling off in the creek on hot summer days. But then comes shocking news: A
massive shark has been attacking swimmers in the ocean along the Jersey Shore, not far from where
Chet is staying. Fear is in the air. So when Chet spots a gray fin in the creek, he's sure it's his
imagination running wild. It's impossible he's about to come face-to-face with a killer shark right?--
  the shark attacks of 1916: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 Lauren Tarshis,
2010-09-01 In July, 1916, Chet Roscow is fascinated by news accounts of the great white shark said
to be attacking people along the New Jersey shore not far from his home, but when he goes
swimming in Matawan Creek he discovers the truth of the stories.
  the shark attacks of 1916: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 (I Survived #2) Lauren
Tarshis, 2011-10-01 Based on true events! It's the summer of 1916 and the Jersey shore is being
terrorized by a Great White shark. Can 10-year-old Chet and his friends survive a swim in the local
creek?In the summer of 1916, ten year-old Chet Roscow is captivated by the local news: a Great
White shark has been attacking and killing people up and down the Atlantic Coast, not far from
Chet's hometown of Springfield, New Jersey.Then one day, swimming with his friends, Chet sees
something in the water. . .



  the shark attacks of 1916: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 (Graphic Novel) Lauren
Tarshis, Georgia Ball, 2020-06-02 Chet Roscow has a job with his uncle Jerry at the local diner, three
great friends, and the perfect summertime destination: Matawan Creek. But Chet's summer is
interrupted by shocking news that a great white shark has been attacking swimmers along th
  the shark attacks of 1916: Close to Shore Michael Capuzzo, 2002-05 A nonfiction historical
thriller about the summer of 1916 describes how a lone great white shark left its usual deep ocean
habitat and headed for the New Jersey shoreline and a farming community eleven miles inland,
attacking five people and igniting
  the shark attacks of 1916: Escape from . . . the 1916 Shark Attacks Mary Kay Carson,
2023-05-02 Stay out of the water! During the summer of 1916, the Jersey man-eater-a great white
shark-terrorized the coast of New Jersey. Based on real events, new friends Ed and Mike have to
work together to survive one of the deadliest shark attacks in history! In the blistering summer of
1916, Ed Mitchell is melting in the heat wave boiling New York City. All the city pools are closed
because of the polio epidemic, so Ed can't wait to flee to the Jersey Shore and cool off in the ocean.
But during his first dip, a great white shark attacks a swimmer and sends the coastline into a panic.
Ed is sent away from the shore to visit his aunt in Matawan, New Jersey, where he can stay safe and
cool. In Matawan, Ed meets Mike Anders-a local boy who knows all the best spots in the nearby
creek. Mike vows to teach Ed to swim, and Ed promises to help Mike read better. Little do they
know, the new friends are about to have the summer of their lives. The Jersey man-eater, the
dangerous shark who keeps attacking swimmers, is headed right up the coast and into their favorite
swimming spot! Will Ed and Mike be able to survive one of the deadliest shark attacks in history?
  the shark attacks of 1916: The Real Jaws Rachel Lee Perez, 2025-08-30 Explores the 1916
New Jersey shark attacks, their impact on shark fear, and how media shaped harmful
misconceptions. In the Summer of 1916, a series of shark attacks along the New Jersey shore would
send shockwaves across its otherwise peaceful beach towns. Spanning a terrifying two weeks,
including the deaths of nearly five people, these attacks would officially cement an innate fear of
sharks that humans have felt since the beginning of time. Although initially kept under wraps by the
tourism industry, these attacks would ultimately plaster the front pages of newspapers across the
United States and even overseas. As the news spread, the line between fact and fiction blurred,
reshaping our cultural and scientific understanding of the beasts of the ocean. It was the 1916 shark
attacks that would establish our modern-day misconstrued perception of sharks as evil, man-eating
monsters, and would later inspire the film Jaws, which would perpetuate the same harmful narrative.
The Real Jaws takes an in-depth look at each one of the attacks and how they instilled a
centuries-long fear of the ocean's apex predator. It explores the various theories explaining why
these attacks may have occurred and the probability of something like this happening again. And
finally, it analyses the way the harmful misconceptions derived from films like Jaws have redefined
humanity’s relationship with sharks, leading humans to become the predators and sharks to become
the prey.
  the shark attacks of 1916: Shark Attacks of New York Patricia Heyer, Robert Heyer,
2021-08-02 New York's crowded beaches can come to halt with the shout of a single word: shark!
The shores of Long Island and Staten Island and the waters surrounding Manhattan have had more
than thirty shark attacks recorded since the days of New Amsterdam. Legend has it that Antony Van
Corlear, Peter Stuyvesant's trusted deputy, was killed by a shark crossing Spuyten Duyvil Creek
while blowing his famed trumpet. In the summer of 1916, after a series of bloody encounters along
the Jersey Shore, sharks terrorized beachgoers of Sheepshead Bay, frightening the entire region.
Two incidents on Fire Island in 2018 within mere hours and miles of each other involved a
twelve-year-old and a thirteen-year-old, striking fear in the hearts of parents. Authors Patricia and
Robert Heyer chart the history of New York's shark attacks.
  the shark attacks of 1916: The Real Jaws Rachel Lee Perez, 2025-08-30 Explores the 1916
New Jersey shark attacks, their impact on shark fear, and how media shaped harmful
misconceptions. In the Summer of 1916, a series of shark attacks along the New Jersey shore would



send shockwaves across its otherwise peaceful beach towns. Spanning a terrifying two weeks,
including the deaths of nearly five people, these attacks would officially cement an innate fear of
sharks that humans have felt since the beginning of time. Although initially kept under wraps by the
tourism industry, these attacks would ultimately plaster the front pages of newspapers across the
United States and even overseas. As the news spread, the line between fact and fiction blurred,
reshaping our cultural and scientific understanding of the beasts of the ocean. It was the 1916 shark
attacks that would establish our modern-day misconstrued perception of sharks as evil, man-eating
monsters, and would later inspire the film Jaws, which would perpetuate the same harmful narrative.
The Real Jaws takes an in-depth look at each one of the attacks and how they instilled a
centuries-long fear of the ocean's apex predator. It explores the various theories explaining why
these attacks may have occurred and the probability of something like this happening again. And
finally, it analyses the way the harmful misconceptions derived from films like Jaws have redefined
humanity’s relationship with sharks, leading humans to become the predators and sharks to become
the prey.
  the shark attacks of 1916: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916: A Graphic Novel (I Survived
Graphic Novel #2) Lauren Tarshis, 2020-06-02 A thrilling graphic novel adaptation of Lauren
Tarshis's bestselling I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916,with text adapted by Georgia Ball and art
by Haus Studio! Chet Roscow is finally feeling at home in his uncle's little New Jersey town. He has
three new friends, and they love cooling off in the creek on hot summer days. But then comes
shocking news: A massive shark has been attacking swimmers in the ocean along the Jersey Shore,
not far from where Chet is staying. Fear is in the air. So when Chet spots a gray fin in the creek, he's
sure it's his imagination running wild. It's impossible he's about to come face-to-face with a killer
shark... right? Based on the real life events of the Jersey Shore shark attacks of 1916, this graphic
novel brings Lauren Tarshis's New York Times bestselling I Survived series to vivid life. Perfect for
readers who prefer the graphic novel format, or for existing fans of the I Survived chapter book
series, these graphic novels combine historical facts with high-action storytelling that's sure to keep
any reader turning the pages. Includes a nonfiction section at the back with historical photos and
facts about the real-life shark attacks.
  the shark attacks of 1916: Silent Came the Monster Amy Hill Hearth, 2023
  the shark attacks of 1916: In Search of the "Jersey Man-eater" Richard G. Fernicola, 1987
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