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Christian Political Witness: Navigating Faith and Civic Engagement

Christian political witness represents a vital intersection where faith meets public life, calling
believers to actively engage in shaping society according to their values and convictions. This
concept goes beyond merely voting or occasional advocacy; it embodies a lifestyle of integrity,
compassion, and truth that influences political discourse and decision-making. Understanding how
Christians can effectively bear witness in the political realm is essential in today’s complex, often
polarized environment.

What Does Christian Political Witness Mean?

At its core, Christian political witness is about living out the teachings of Jesus Christ in the public
square. It involves speaking up for justice, advocating for the marginalized, and promoting policies
that reflect biblical principles such as love, mercy, and righteousness. This witness is not about
wielding political power for personal gain or imposing religious views but about offering a prophetic
voice that challenges injustice and encourages the common good.

The Biblical Foundation for Political Engagement

Throughout scripture, we find numerous examples of faithful individuals who interacted with
political authorities or societal structures. From the Old Testament prophets like Amos and Isaiah,
who confronted kings and governments about social injustices, to New Testament figures such as
Paul, who urged respect for governing authorities (Romans 13), the Bible provides a nuanced
framework. Christians are called to respect lawful authority while also holding leaders accountable
to God’s standards.

The Role of Christians in Politics Today

In modern democracies, Christian political witness takes on various forms. It can be expressed
through voting informed by moral convictions, participating in peaceful protests, engaging in
community organizing, or even running for office. The key is to be motivated by love and a desire for
justice rather than partisanship or power.

Balancing Faith and Politics

One challenge believers often face is maintaining a balance between their spiritual commitments
and political involvement. Christian political witness requires humility and wisdom, recognizing that
no political party or candidate perfectly embodies Christian ethics. Instead, the goal is to influence
policies and culture positively while remaining rooted in the gospel message.



Examples of Effective Christian Political Witness

History offers inspiring examples of Christians who have made significant political impacts while
maintaining their faith integrity. Figures like William Wilberforce, who led the fight against the slave
trade in Britain, and Martin Luther King Jr., whose Christian faith fueled the civil rights movement,
exemplify how faith can drive social transformation without compromising spiritual principles.

Practical Ways to Engage in Christian Political Witness

For those wondering how to effectively participate in political witness without feeling overwhelmed,
here are several practical steps:

Stay Informed: Understand current political issues through a biblical lens by reading
reputable news sources and theological reflections.

Pray for Leaders and the Nation: Prayer remains a powerful tool for seeking divine
guidance and peace in governance.

Engage in Civil Dialogue: Approach political conversations with respect and a listening
heart, avoiding divisiveness.

Advocate for Justice: Support policies and initiatives that promote human dignity, care for
the poor, and protect religious freedom.

Participate in Community Service: Demonstrate Christian love through acts that build
community and address societal needs.

Challenges Facing Christian Political Witness

While Christian political witness is essential, it comes with challenges. One significant hurdle is
navigating a pluralistic society where multiple worldviews coexist. Christians must find ways to
express their values respectfully without alienating others. Additionally, the risk of partisanship can
sometimes blur the line between faith and political loyalty, potentially undermining the authenticity
of the witness.

Maintaining Integrity Amid Political Pressure

In an era marked by polarization, Christians may feel pressured to conform to party lines or
compromise their beliefs. Maintaining integrity means prioritizing biblical ethics over political
expediency and being willing to stand firm on issues like justice, mercy, and truth, even when
unpopular.



Addressing Misconceptions about Christian Political
Engagement

Another challenge is overcoming misconceptions that Christian political witness seeks to impose
religion on others or that it is inherently partisan. True Christian witness invites dialogue, respects
religious diversity, and promotes policies beneficial for all, especially the vulnerable.

The Impact of Christian Political Witness on Society

When practiced thoughtfully and sincerely, Christian political witness can transform communities. It
encourages policies that uphold human rights, fosters compassion in governance, and helps create a
culture where the common good is prioritized over self-interest. Moreover, it reminds society of
transcendent values that guide ethical leadership and public service.

Building Bridges Across Divides

One of the most significant contributions of Christian political witness is its potential to bridge
cultural and ideological divides. By emphasizing reconciliation, forgiveness, and mutual respect,
Christians can help heal fractured societies and promote peaceful coexistence.

Inspiring Future Generations

Christian political witness also sets an example for younger generations, teaching them the
importance of civic responsibility grounded in faith. It encourages active citizenship that is both
spiritually motivated and socially engaged.

Engaging in Christian political witness invites believers to be salt and light in a world often marked
by confusion and conflict. It challenges Christians to live out their faith authentically while
contributing positively to the political landscape. By embracing this calling with wisdom, courage,
and love, Christians can play a crucial role in shaping a more just and compassionate society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'Christian political witness'?
Christian political witness refers to the expression and practice of Christian beliefs and values within
the political sphere, aiming to influence public policy and society according to biblical principles.

How can Christians engage in political witness effectively?
Christians can engage effectively by participating in public discourse with integrity, advocating for



justice and compassion, voting according to their values, and serving their communities while
respecting pluralism and democratic processes.

Is political involvement mandatory for Christians?
While political involvement is not mandatory, many Christians believe that witnessing through
political engagement is a way to live out their faith and promote the common good as taught in
Scripture.

What are some biblical foundations for Christian political
witness?
Biblical foundations include teachings on justice, mercy, love for neighbor, and stewardship of
creation, as well as examples of prophets and apostles engaging with rulers and authorities in the
Bible.

Can political witness cause divisions within the Christian
community?
Yes, differing political views can lead to divisions among Christians, but many advocate for
respectful dialogue and unity based on shared faith despite political differences.

How do Christian political witnesses address social justice
issues?
Christian political witnesses often advocate for the marginalized, promote human dignity, and push
for policies that reflect compassion, fairness, and equality, inspired by Jesus’ teachings.

What role do churches play in Christian political witness?
Churches can provide education on social and political issues, encourage civic participation, and
offer a platform for prayerful reflection and community action aligned with Christian ethics.

How should Christians balance faith and politics in a secular
society?
Christians are encouraged to be respectful of diverse beliefs, uphold religious freedom, engage in
politics without compromising core values, and seek common ground for the welfare of all citizens.

Are there risks for Christians involved in political witness?
Yes, risks include potential persecution, being misunderstood, or compromising faith for political
gain; thus, discernment and humility are important in such engagement.

How has Christian political witness evolved in modern times?
Christian political witness has evolved with increased engagement in human rights, environmental



issues, and global justice, utilizing digital platforms and interfaith collaborations to influence
contemporary politics.

Additional Resources
Christian Political Witness: Navigating Faith in the Public Sphere

Christian political witness occupies a complex and often contested space within the modern
democratic landscape. It refers to the active engagement of Christians in political life, aiming to
express and promote their faith-based values in societal governance and public policy. As societies
become more pluralistic and secularized, the role of Christian political witness raises important
questions about the intersection of religion, politics, and individual conscience. This article explores
the multifaceted nature of Christian political witness, its historical roots, contemporary
manifestations, and the challenges it faces in maintaining relevance and influence in today’s political
arenas.

Understanding Christian Political Witness

Christian political witness is not merely about voting patterns or party affiliation; it encompasses a
broader commitment to living out Christian ethics and beliefs in the public domain. This concept
often involves advocating for policies aligned with biblical principles such as justice, compassion,
human dignity, and stewardship. At its core, Christian political witness is an expression of faith that
seeks to contribute to the common good while respecting the pluralistic nature of modern societies.

Historically, Christian political witness has taken various forms—from the early church’s distancing
from imperial politics to the active participation of Christian communities in movements for civil
rights, social justice, and peace. The diversity of Christian political engagement reflects differing
theological interpretations and cultural contexts. For example, some Christian groups emphasize
social justice and care for the marginalized, while others focus on moral issues such as sanctity of
life and religious freedom.

The Theological Foundations of Christian Political Witness

Christian political witness is deeply rooted in theological convictions that shape believers’
understanding of the state, authority, and moral responsibility. The concept of imago Dei—the belief
that all humans are created in the image of God—provides a foundation for advocating human rights
and dignity in political discourse. Additionally, the notion of stewardship calls Christians to care for
creation and promote policies that protect the environment.

The tension between the “kingdom of God” and earthly political structures is a recurring theme in
Christian theology. While some traditions view political engagement as a means to advance God’s
justice on earth, others caution against conflating the church with the state, warning of potential
compromises to spiritual integrity. This theological debate informs how Christians navigate their
roles as citizens and disciples.



Contemporary Expressions and Challenges

In the 21st century, Christian political witness manifests in diverse ways across different regions and
political systems. In the United States, for instance, evangelical Christians have become a significant
political force, often aligning with conservative platforms on issues like abortion, religious liberty,
and education. Conversely, mainline Protestant and Catholic communities might emphasize social
justice, immigration reform, and poverty alleviation.

This diversity reflects the broader challenge of maintaining a unified Christian political witness amid
theological and ideological differences. The fragmentation often leads to debates about the
appropriate level of political involvement and the risks of partisanship overshadowing faith-based
convictions.

Christian Political Witness and Secularism

The rise of secularism in many Western democracies presents both obstacles and opportunities for
Christian political witness. On one hand, secular governance frameworks require that religious
beliefs not impose on public policy in ways that infringe on pluralism or minority rights. This context
encourages Christians to articulate their values in universally accessible terms rather than
exclusively theological language.

On the other hand, secularism can marginalize religious perspectives, pushing Christian political
witness to the periphery of public debates. This dynamic necessitates that Christians develop
strategies for effective civic engagement that respect secular principles while remaining faithful to
their convictions.

Impact and Influence in Policy and Society

Christian political witness has demonstrable impacts on various policy areas, including education,
healthcare, social welfare, and human rights. Faith-based organizations often serve as critical
providers of social services, influencing policy through advocacy and direct action. Moreover,
Christian ethical frameworks have contributed to shaping international human rights discourse and
humanitarian efforts.

However, the influence of Christian political witness is not without controversy. Critics argue that
overt religious involvement in politics risks alienating non-Christian citizens and blurring the lines
between church and state. Proponents, conversely, maintain that faith perspectives enrich
democratic deliberation and promote moral accountability.

Strategies for Effective Christian Political Witness

Successful Christian political witness requires balancing fidelity to religious principles with
respectful engagement in pluralistic societies. Key strategies include:



Dialogue and Collaboration: Engaging in interfaith and secular dialogues to find common
ground on social issues.

Education and Awareness: Equipping believers with knowledge about political processes
and ethical reasoning.

Grassroots Mobilization: Encouraging community participation through voting, peaceful
protest, and civic service.

Advocacy with Integrity: Promoting policies transparently and respectfully without coercion
or exclusion.

These approaches help Christian political witness remain relevant and constructive within diverse
political landscapes.

Comparative Perspectives: Global Christian Political Witness

Christian political witness varies significantly across global contexts. In Latin America, liberation
theology has inspired political activism focused on economic justice and human rights. In parts of
Africa, Christian leaders often play pivotal roles in peacebuilding and democratic transitions.
Meanwhile, in Europe, where secularism is more entrenched, Christian political engagement tends
to emphasize cultural preservation and social welfare.

Understanding these contextual differences is essential for appreciating the global dynamics of
Christian political witness and the ways it adapts to local challenges and opportunities.

The Complex Dynamics of Faith and Politics

Christian political witness is inherently complex, situated at the intersection of deeply held beliefs
and the pragmatic realities of political life. It challenges believers to discern how best to express
their faith in the public square without compromising the core tenets of Christianity or the principles
of democratic governance.

The ongoing dialogue about the role of religion in politics underscores the importance of nuance,
respect, and a commitment to the common good. As societies evolve, Christian political witness will
continue to navigate tensions between tradition and change, faithfulness and pluralism, conviction
and civility—shaping the contours of public life in the process.

Christian Political Witness
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  christian political witness: Jesus and the Powers N. T. Wright, Michael F. Bird, 2024-03-26 An
urgent call for Christians everywhere to explore the nature of the kingdom amid the political
upheaval of our day. Should Christians be politically withdrawn, avoiding participation in politics to
maintain their prophetic voice and to keep from being used as political pawns? Or should Christians
be actively involved, seeking to utilize political systems to control the levers of power? In Jesus and
the Powers, N. T. Wright and Michael F. Bird call Christians everywhere to discern the nature of
Christian witness in fractured political environments. In an age of ascending autocracies, in a time of
fear and fragmentation, amid carnage and crises, Jesus is king, and Jesus’s kingdom remains the
object of the church's witness and work. Part political theology, part biblical overview, and part
church history, this book argues that building for Jesus's kingdom requires confronting empire in all
its forms. This approach should orient Christians toward a form of political engagement that
contributes to free democratic societies and vigorously opposes political schemes based on
autocracy and nationalism. Throughout, Wright and Bird reflect on the relevance of this
kingdom-oriented approach to current events, including the Russian-Ukraine conflict, the
China-Taiwan tension, political turmoil in the USA, UK, and Australia, and the problem of Christian
nationalism.
  christian political witness: Christian Political Witness George Kalantzis, Gregory W. Lee,
2014-02-28 George Kalantzis and Gregory W. Lee edit twelve essays that explore the topic of
Christian political witness, originally presented at the 2013 Wheaton Theology Conference.
Contributors include Stanley Hauerwas, Mark Noll, William Cavanaugh, Peter Leithart and Scot
McKnight.
  christian political witness: Christianity and Contemporary Politics Luke Bretherton,
2011-09-13 Congratulations to Luke Bretherton on winning the 2013 Michael Ramsey Prize for
Theological Writing for Christianity and Contemporary Politics! Relations between religious and
political spheres continue to stir passionate debates on both sides of the Atlantic. Through a
combination of theological reflection and empirical case studies, Bretherton succeeds in offering
timely and invaluable insights into these crucial issues facing 21st century societies. Explores the
relationship between Christianity and contemporary politics through case studies of faith-based
organizations, Christian political activism and welfare provision in the West; these case studies
assess initiatives including community organizing, fair trade, and the sanctuary movement Offers an
insightful, informative account of how Christians can engage politically in a multi-faith, liberal
democracy Integrates debates in political theology with inter-disciplinary analysis of policy and
practice regarding religious social, political and economic engagement in the USA, UK, and
continental Europe Reveals how Christians can help prevent the subversion of the church – and even
of politics itself – by legal, bureaucratic, and market mechanisms, rather than advocating withdrawal
or assimilation Engages with the intricacies of contemporary politics whilst integrating systematic
and historical theological reflection on political and economic life
  christian political witness: Scandalous Witness Lee C. Camp, 2020-03-10 Christian identity is
in moral and political crisis, scandalized by the many ways in which it has been coopted and
misrepresented. Addressing this painful reality, Lee Camp writes that Christianity in America has
been made into a bad public joke because of “our failure to rightly understand what Christianity is.”
From this provocative claim, Camp’s manifesto makes the convincing case that a renewed Christian
politic is more essential than ever, one that is “neither left nor right nor religious,” but a prophetic
way of life modeled after Jesus of Nazareth. Camp’s robust vision exposes modern parodies of
faith—the American concept of “Christian values,” for one—and challenges Christians to rethink who
they are and how they participate in the modern world. Authentic gospel truth is a scandal to the
American myth, he argues, and we are called to be scandalous witnesses.
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  christian political witness: Christian Ethics as Witness David Haddorff, 2011-01-01
Christian ethics is less a system of principles, rules, or even virtues, and more of a free and
open-ended responsible witness to God's gracious action to be with and for others and the world.
Postmodernity has left us with the risky uncertainty of knowing and doing the good. It also leaves us
with the global risks of political violence and terrorism, economic globalization and financial crisis,
and environmental destruction and global climate change. How should Christians respond to these
problems? This book creatively explores how Christian ethics is best understood a witness to God's
action, thereby providing the ethical framework for addressing the various problematic social issues
that put our world at risk. Haddorff develops the notion of witness through a detailed study of Karl
Barth's theological ethics. Barth, he argues, provides a language enabling us to know what a
Christian ethics of witness actually looks like in both theory and in practice. In correspondence to
God's gracious action, Christians remain free to think and act in faith, hope, and love in respondence
to their unique circumstances, even in a world at risk. In their witness, Christians remain confident
that God has not abandoned the world but loves and cares for its future.
  christian political witness: Political Gospel Patrick Schreiner, 2022-10-18 Evangelical
Christian Publishers Association Top Shelf Book Cover Awards for Design Excellence, Non-fiction
category, Winner Christians are constantly being accused of being too political or not political
enough. Often, the accusations are fair. Christians tend to get stuck in one of two political ditches:
we either privatize our faith or make it partisan. We think religion and politics should be separate
and never intermingle, or we align so tightly with a political party that we conflate the gospel with a
human agenda. In Political Gospel, Patrick Schreiner argues Christianity not only has political
implications but is itself a politic. The gospel at its very core is political––Jesus declared Himself to
be King. But He does not allow you to put Him in your political box. In a supercharged political
climate, Political Gospel explores what it means for Christians to have a biblical public witness by
looking to Scripture, the early church, and today. Should we submit to governing authorities or
subvert them? Are we to view them as agents of the dark forces or entities that promote order? In
these pages, we’ll see that Christians live in a paradox, and we’ll see how to follow Christ our King
right into the political craziness of our day.
  christian political witness: The Politics of Witness Allan R Bevere, 2011-06-14 Can a church
that is compromised through dependence on temporal, political power speak with a powerful
prophetic voice in the world? As the body of Christ, the church has a prophetic role in the world.
Prophets have always spoken clearly to people in power. They have been willing to challenge the
decisions made by people who thought they were not accountable to anyone. Sometimes the
prophets were respected, sometimes persecuted, but they were never ignored or regarded as
irrelevant. So why is it that the church today cannot speak truth effectively to power? In The Politics
of Witness, Dr. Allan R. Bevere asks these questions and proposes an answer. The church has come
to depend too much on temporal power and has thus forgotten its divine authority. In finding this
answer he goes back to the founding of the church and how it first became dependent on the state.
He examines those who have followed, mostly building a political theory that takes the responsibility
of ministry from the church and gives it to the state. You'll find some names in this that might
surprise you. Any discussion of Christianity and the state will involve Emperor Constantine, but what
about his modern lieutenants, such as Locke, Jefferson, Franklin, and others? While the theology
applies to the church in any country, Dr. Bevere takes a particular look at the peculiarly American
view that the United States of America is somehow God's chosen people, a nation of destiny in
accomplishing the gospel mission. This book balances brevity with a broad intellectual and historical
reach. You will be taken from the founding and foundation structure of Christian theology today to a
proposal for how we, as the Church can reclaim our prophetic witness. In the current political
atmosphere, every Christian needs to read this book.
  christian political witness: Revolutionary Christian Citizenship John Howard Yoder,
2013-09-13 In a world where many believers have lost a sense of their true home in God’s alternative
society, Revolutionary Christian Citizenship addresses the difficulties of being both a follower of



Jesus and a citizen of a political nation. Down-to-earth and original, theologian John Howard Yoder
challenges traditional understanding of politics and reconsiders Christian citizenship in three parts:
the witness of Jesus, the witness of the church, and witness in action. More accessible and practical
than most of Yoder’s works, Revolutionary Christian Citizenship bridges the gap between faith and
politics, equipping us to faithfully represent Christ in society and wage peace in a world of war. Book
Two in the Yoder for Everyone series. Free downloadable study guide available here.
  christian political witness: Evangelism and Politics John C. Barrett, 2020-02-20 In a fallen
world, politics will be a brutal, at times violent, sport. Grandstanding, demonizing, misleading, and
lying are the native language of political debate. Violence is historically how political conflicts are
ultimately resolved. This fact raises important questions about our faith. Should Christians
participate in politics and government? If so, how should we participate? Evangelism & Politics
argues that Christians should participate in politics and government but their ultimate goal in doing
so is evangelism, not political change. The way Christians participate in politics is therefore
generally more important than the specific policies they advocate for. In short, Christian
participation in politics should be marked by the fruit of the spirit. At the same time, Christians
should not be naive in thinking godly engagement in politics guarantees political success. Ungodly
tactics are effective and Christians will be at a political disadvantage when they refuse to use such
methods. Nevertheless, Christians should refuse to use them because they see God, not the
government, as their ultimate protector and provider and godly engagement in politics as a way of
providing an evangelistic witness to society that fulfills the Great Commission.
  christian political witness: Christian Political Ethics John A. Coleman, 2009-01-10 Christian
Political Ethics brings together leading Christian scholars of diverse theological and ethical
perspectives--Catholic, Lutheran, Calvinist, and Anabaptist--to address fundamental questions of
state and civil society, international law and relations, the role of the nation, and issues of violence
and its containment. Representing a unique fusion of faith-centered ethics and social science, the
contributors bring into dialogue their own varying Christian understandings with a range of both
secular ethical thought and other religious viewpoints from Judaism, Islam, and Confucianism. They
explore divergent Christian views of state and society--and the limits of each. They grapple with the
tensions that can arise within Christianity over questions of patriotism, civic duty, and loyalty to
one's nation, and they examine Christian responses to pluralism and relativism, globalization, and
war and peace. Revealing the striking pluralism inherent to Christianity itself, this pioneering
volume recasts the meanings of Christian citizenship and civic responsibility, and raises compelling
new questions about civil disobedience, global justice, and Christian justifications for waging war as
well as spreading world peace. It brings Christian political ethics out of the churches and seminaries
to engage with today's most vexing and complex social issues. The contributors are Michael Banner,
Nigel Biggar, Joseph Boyle, Michael G. Cartwright, John A. Coleman, S.J., John Finnis, Theodore J.
Koontz, David Little, Richard B. Miller, James W. Skillen, and Max L. Stackhouse.
  christian political witness: The Future of Faith in American Politics David P. Gushee,
2008 David Gushee argues convincingly that there is in U.S. politics an evangelical center of voters
who do not identify with the politics and religion of either the right or the left. Although evangelical
Christians are portrayed by the media as conservatives, Gushee claims that the evangelical
movement includes nearly even numbers of voters on the right, in the center, and on the left of the
political spectrum. He provides portraits of the major figures in each of the three camps, outlines the
core convictions of the adherents, and analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of each group's
positions. He suggests that the evangelical center is poised for growth; this book could be its
manifesto.
  christian political witness: Christian Ethics at the Boundary Karen V. Guth, 2015-09-01 In
contemporary reflection on Christianity and politics, the work of realist, witness, and feminist
theologians has been done in isolation. Christian Ethics at the Boundary offers the first collaborative
approach to public and political theology. Extending the strong contextual work of Robin W. Lovin,
Stanley Hauerwas, Kathryn Tanner, Monica A. Coleman, and Mary McClintock Fulkerson, author



Karen V. Guth engages the prominent public theologians Reinhold Niebuhr, John Howard Yoder, and
Martin Luther King Jr. to identify new trajectories for future work in Christian ethics.
  christian political witness: Christian Witness To The State John Howard Yoder, 2007-05-16
Our purpose is to analyze whether it is truly the case that a Christian pacifist position rooted not in
pragmatic or psychological but in Christological considerations is thereby irrelevant to the social
order. —John Howard Yoder These words by John Howard Yoder set the course of his pathbreaking
treatise, The Christian Witness to the State. Yoder’s novel contribution to the debate concerning the
church’s and the Christian’s calling is his starting point. He insists that Christ, through his death
and resurrection, is now exercising dominion over the world. God has reclaimed his intention for
creation. Thus the structures of the social order has as much potential for good as for evil. The
church belongs in this world; it has a mission to and even with society.
  christian political witness: Community, Liberalism and Christian Ethics David Fergusson,
1998-11-26 This book explores some current issues on the borderland between moral philosophy and
Christian theology. Particular attention is paid to the issues at stake between liberals and
communitarians and the dispute between realists, non-realists and quasi-realists. In the course of
the discussion the writings of Alasdair MacIntyre, George Lindbeck and Stanley Hauerwas are
examined. While sympathetic to many of the typical features of post-liberalism, the argument is
critical at selected points in seeking to defend realism and accommodate some aspects of liberalism.
The position that emerges is more neo-Barthian than post-liberal. In maintaining the distinctiveness
of Christian ethics and community, the book also seeks to acknowledge common moral ground held
by those within and without the church.
  christian political witness: Witnessing Christ Michael Biehl, Traugott Hopp, Claudia Jahnel,
Michael Kisskalt, Hanna Stahl, Klaus Vellguth, 2020-09-16 How do Christological Perspectives differ
and which specific ways of witnessing Christ exist depending on cultural, geographical and
confessional context in which they developed? Theologians from Africa, Asia, the Americas, the
Middle East, Oceania and Europe discuss these questions focussing on the missiological implications
of various contextual Christologies. They aim to answer the question if contextual and confessional
provenience coins the epistemological preconditions in a way that creates, shapes and secures
peculiar identities.
  christian political witness: The Cambridge Companion to Karl Barth John Webster,
2000-10-05 This authoritative book introducing Karl Barth is written by leading scholars of his work,
drawn from Europe and North America. They offer challenging yet accessible accounts of the major
features of Barth's theological work, especially as it has become available through the publication of
his collected works, and interact with the very best of contemporary Barth scholarship. The
contributors also assess Barth's significance for contemporary constructive theology, and his place
in the history of twentieth-century Christian thought. The Companion both sums up and extends
recent renewed interest in Barth's theology, especially in English-speaking theology, and shows him
to be once again a major voice in constructive theology.
  christian political witness: The Christian Political Theology of Dr. John Henry Okullu
Jemima Atieno Oluoch, 2006
  christian political witness: Sacred Resistance Ginger Gaines-Cirelli, 2018-05-15 In the midst
of polarized communities and nations, religious leaders across the theological spectrum are seeking
help with how to respond and lead in troubled times. The need for courage to speak out and act is
ever-present, because every generation faces a new set of fears and troubles. Author Ginger
Gaines-Cirelli pastors a church in the heart of Washington DC, adjacent to the White House, which
actively works to bring justice and help for marginalized communities, refugees and immigrants, and
the endangered earth. She inspires and leads this work through preaching and by organizing and
developing strong leaders, deeply rooted in a well-developed theological understanding. Pastoral
warmth and compassion characterize the recommended practices. Sacred Resistance addresses
these questions, among others: • When Christians see that something is wrong in our nation or
community, how and when should we respond? • When we see multiple instances of 'wrong', how do



we choose which ones to address? • How can pastors and other leaders faithfully take risks without
violating relationships with the congregation or denomination? • What historical, biblical, and
theological safety nets can be relied on? • How can we take care of ourselves and one another, so
that our ministries and lives are sustained?
  christian political witness: Introduction to Political Science Fred Van Geest, 2017-07-04
Christians are called to be informed about political science as they seek to be ambassadors for
Christ in a diverse society. In this introductory textbook, Fred Van Geest presents a balanced
Christian perspective on political science, providing a nonpartisan guide to the key concepts,
institutions, and policies that shape politics today.
  christian political witness: Words and Witnesses Naaman K. Wood, 2022-05-03 How should
Christians address specific problems, controversies, and crises in communication today? By looking
at influential Christian thinkers throughout history, we can identify wisdom that enriches us today in
practical ways. Words and Witnesses explores various influential Christian thinkers and theologians
from across church history in order to expand our contemporary conversations in communication
studies and media theory. Individual chapters written by contributing scholars focus on major
Christian thinkers, starting with Athanasius, St. Augustine, and John Chrysostom, moving through
the Middle Ages to address figures such as Anselm, Nicholas of Cusa, Teresa of Lisieux, and arriving
in the present with reflections on the work of John Howard Yoder, C. S. Lewis, Martin Luther King
Jr., Abraham Kuyper, and Desmond Tutu, among others. Each chapter delves into how the
contemporary church, and scholars of media, can turn to these influential Christian thinkers as
resources for addressing specific problems in communication today. By analyzing church practices,
doctrine, and biblical texts this book provides the church with resources and inspiration to
communicate in distinctly Christian ways.
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