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**Suicide Girls Hard Girls Soft Light: Exploring the Art of Contrasts in Alternative Photography**

suicide girls hard girls soft light—these words evoke a vivid image of an aesthetic that blends
toughness and vulnerability, rebellion and softness. This phrase captures the essence of a unique style
of photography and modeling that has grown into a cultural phenomenon over the past two decades.
The Suicide Girls community redefined beauty standards by celebrating alternative looks, tattoos,
piercings, and unapologetic individuality. But beyond the boldness of the models themselves, there lies
a fascinating interplay between the "hard" and the "soft," especially when it comes to lighting

techniques that highlight these contrasts.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the world of Suicide Girls, the significance of portraying "hard girls"
under "soft light," and how this combination creates compelling visual narratives. Whether you’re a
photographer, a model, or simply fascinated by alternative culture and artistic expression,

understanding this dynamic can elevate your appreciation of this genre.

Understanding the Suicide Girls Phenomenon

The Suicide Girls brand began in 2001 as an online community showcasing alternative pin-up
photography. Unlike mainstream glamour modeling, Suicide Girls emphasized authenticity, individuality,
and subcultural aesthetics like punk, goth, and emo styles. The models, often referred to as "SGs,"

challenge traditional beauty norms by proudly displaying tattoos, piercings, and diverse body types.

This movement quickly became a cultural touchstone for those seeking to express themselves beyond
conventional frameworks. Suicide Girls combines sexuality with personality, creating a space where

"hard girls" — women who embody strength, edge, and defiance — are front and center.



The Role of ""Hard Girls" in Alternative Modeling

"Hard girls" in the context of Suicide Girls are not just tough in appearance; they exude confidence and
complexity. Their looks often include sharp features, bold makeup, and a fearless attitude. They might

be decked out in leather, fishnets, or vintage tattoo styles, projecting power and resilience.

However, what makes Suicide Girls unique is how these "hard girls" are portrayed with layers of

softness. This isn’t about toughness alone; it’s about revealing vulnerability, emotion, and depth.

The Magic of Soft Light in Photography

Lighting is a photographer’s tool to shape mood, texture, and the overall feel of an image. When we
talk about "soft light," we mean a type of illumination that diffuses shadows and creates gentle
transitions between highlights and shadows. Soft light is flattering, often used in portrait photography to

smooth skin and evoke intimacy.

In the context of Suicide Girls, using soft light on hard girls creates a fascinating contrast that

enhances the narrative of complexity and duality.

What Is Soft Light and Why Does It Matter?

Soft light can be produced by large light sources relative to the subject, such as softboxes, diffusers,
or natural light on an overcast day. It reduces harsh shadows and highlights imperfections gently,

resulting in a more natural, approachable image.

This lighting style can soften the perceived toughness of a model, revealing unexpected layers



beneath their outer edge. It invites the viewer to see beyond the surface.

Balancing Hard Girls with Soft Light: Artistic Insights

The phrase "suicide girls hard girls soft light" perfectly sums up an artistic approach that embraces
contrast to tell a richer story. When photographers shoot hard-edged models under soft lighting, they

create images that blend strength with subtlety.

Why Contrast Enhances Storytelling

Contrast in photography isn’t only about light and dark but also emotional and thematic contrasts. Hard
girls portrayed with harsh lighting might emphasize toughness but risk flattening their character into a

stereotype. Soft light invites empathy and curiosity, showing that strength and softness coexist.
This duality resonates with the Suicide Girls ethos—embracing complexity and defying simple

categorization.

Tips for Photographers Working with Suicide Girls and Similar Subjects

» Use diffusers or softboxes: These tools help create a gentle glow that flatters skin and reduces

harsh shadows.

e Experiment with natural light: Shooting near windows or outdoors on cloudy days can provide

beautiful soft lighting.



¢ Focus on expressions: Encourage models to show vulnerability in their eyes or subtle gestures,

balancing their strong poses.

* Play with textures: Leather, tattoos, and piercings contrast beautifully with soft skin tones when

illuminated gently.

e Incorporate color gels or reflectors: Soft colored light or reflectors can add warmth and

dimension.

The Cultural Impact of Suicide Girls and Their Visual Style

Beyond photography, Suicide Girls has influenced fashion, music, and alternative culture by
championing authenticity and breaking taboos. The visual style—hard girls softened by gentle

light—mirrors a broader societal shift towards embracing contradictions in identity.

From Subculture to Mainstream Recognition

While once considered niche, the Suicide Girls aesthetic has permeated mainstream media, inspiring
magazine editorials, music videos, and advertising campaigns. This crossover speaks to the universal

appeal of seeing strength and softness intertwined.

Empowerment Through Visual Narrative

For many models and fans, Suicide Girls is more than just photography—it’s a form of empowerment.



Showing hard girls in soft light symbolizes reclaiming agency over one’s image, challenging

stereotypes, and celebrating multidimensional femininity.

How to Incorporate "Suicide Girls Hard Girls Soft Light" Into

Your Own Creative Projects

If you’re inspired by the Suicide Girls style and want to experiment with the "hard girls soft light"

concept, consider these creative approaches:

Model Collaboration and Communication

Building trust with your model is essential to capture authentic moments. Discuss the interplay of

toughness and vulnerability you want to portray, encouraging the model to express both sides.

Styling and Makeup

Select clothing and makeup that reflect the "hard" aesthetic—think edgy, bold, and textured—but

balance this with settings or lighting that soften the overall look.

Post-Processing Techniques

In editing, maintain the softness of the light while enhancing details like tattoos and textures. Avoid

overly harsh contrast that can eliminate the subtlety of the portrayal.



The world of Suicide Girls, with its "hard girls" illuminated by "soft light," offers a rich tapestry of visual
storytelling that challenges traditional notions of beauty and strength. Through thoughtful lighting
choices and authentic modeling, this style celebrates the complexity of human identity—where

toughness and tenderness coexist, inviting us all to appreciate the art of contrasts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Suicide Girls' known for in the modeling industry?

'Suicide Girls' is known for its alternative modeling community that celebrates diverse beauty, featuring

models with tattoos, piercings, and unconventional styles.

What does the term 'hard girls’ refer to in the context of Suicide Girls?

'Hard girls' typically refers to models who embody a tougher, edgier aesthetic with bold looks, tattoos,

and a strong presence within the Suicide Girls community.

How does 'soft light' photography style complement Suicide Girls
shoots?

'Soft light' photography creates a gentle and flattering illumination that enhances the subject's features,

often used in Suicide Girls shoots to balance edginess with a delicate atmosphere.

Why is lighting important in Suicide Girls photo shoots?

Lighting is crucial in Suicide Girls shoots as it helps define the mood, highlight tattoos and body art,

and create contrast between 'hard' and 'soft' aesthetics.



Can you explain the contrast between 'hard girls' and 'soft light' in
Suicide Girls imagery?

The contrast lies in pairing the bold, tough appearance of 'hard girls' with the gentle, diffused quality of

'soft light," creating visually striking and emotionally nuanced images.

Are 'Suicide Girls hard girls’ and 'soft light' styles popular trends in
alternative modeling?

Yes, combining the edgy look of 'hard girls' with the aesthetic appeal of 'soft light' photography is a

popular trend that highlights unique beauty while maintaining artistic softness.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Aesthetic and Cultural Dimensions of Suicide Girls: Hard Girls, Soft Light**

suicide girls hard girls soft light is a phrase that encapsulates a distinctive visual and cultural aesthetic
associated with the Suicide Girls phenomenon—a subculture and online community that celebrates
alternative beauty and empowerment through photography. This juxtaposition of “hard girls” and “soft
light” reflects a deliberate artistic choice that contrasts edgy, rebellious personas with a tender, often
ethereal photographic style. Understanding this interplay offers valuable insight into how Suicide Girls

challenge conventional beauty standards while crafting a unique visual identity.

The Suicide Girls Phenomenon: An Overview

Emerging in the early 2000s, Suicide Girls revolutionized the modeling and photography landscape by
foregrounding tattooed, pierced, and nonconformist women who defied mainstream glamour norms.
Unlike traditional modeling that often emphasizes polished perfection, Suicide Girls embrace

individuality, authenticity, and alternative aesthetics. This community-driven platform has since evolved



into a significant cultural movement, influencing fashion, art, and discussions around body positivity.

Central to the Suicide Girls’ visual style is the marriage of “hard girls” — models who embody
toughness, attitude, and alternative subculture traits — with “soft light,” a photographic technique that
produces gentle, diffused illumination. This contrast plays a critical role in the appeal and artistic merit

of Suicide Girls imagery.

Hard Girls: Defining the Alternative Edge

The Characteristics of “Hard Girls”

The term “hard girls” within the Suicide Girls context refers to models who project strength, defiance,

and an unapologetic embrace of subcultural aesthetics. This might include:

- Extensive tattoos and body art

- Piercings and unconventional hairstyles

- Fashion choices influenced by punk, goth, or rockabilly styles
- Body modifications, such as stretched ears or dermal implants

- Attitudes that challenge societal norms, often conveyed through facial expressions and posing

By presenting these traits, Suicide Girls’ hard girls redefine femininity, rejecting the sanitized and often
restrictive ideals perpetuated by mainstream media. Their presence is a statement of empowerment

and self-expression.

Cultural Significance

The representation of “hard girls” resonates strongly within communities that value authenticity and



rebellion against conformity. Suicide Girls provide a platform where these women can be celebrated
rather than marginalized, fostering an inclusive culture that champions diversity of appearance and

personality.

Soft Light: The Art of Gentle lllumination

Understanding Soft Light in Photography

Soft light refers to a lighting style where the light source is diffused, minimizing harsh shadows and
producing a flattering, almost painterly effect on the subject’s skin and features. Techniques to achieve

soft light include:

- Using large light sources relative to the subject
- Diffusing light through softboxes, reflectors, or natural elements like overcast skies

- Positioning light to minimize contrast and create smooth gradations

Why Soft Light Matters in Suicide Girls Photography

At first glance, the raw, edgy look of Suicide Girls’ models might seem at odds with soft, delicate
lighting. However, this contrast is precisely what makes the imagery compelling. Soft light humanizes

the hard girls, revealing vulnerability beneath toughness, and adding dimensionality to their personas.

For photographers, employing soft light allows for nuanced storytelling. The interplay between the
models’ strong, rebellious traits and the gentle illumination challenges viewers’ preconceptions about
beauty and identity. It suggests that strength and softness are not mutually exclusive but can coexist

harmoniously.



The Intersection of Hard Girls and Soft Light: Visual and

Emotional Impact

Visual Contrast and Composition

The deliberate use of soft light on hard girls creates a powerful visual dichotomy. For example, a
tattooed model with an intense gaze illuminated by soft, diffused light can evoke a complex emotional
response—both intrigue and empathy. The softness tempers the “hardness,” making the image

accessible without diluting its edge.

This contrast is also a tool for photographers to emphasize textures—like the smoothness of skin
juxtaposed with the intricate details of ink and piercings. The subtle shadows and highlights drawn by

soft light enhance these features without overwhelming the frame.

Emotional Resonance

Beyond physical aesthetics, this lighting choice invites viewers to engage more deeply with the
subject’s humanity. The “hard girls soft light” dynamic underscores the multidimensional nature of

identity, suggesting that toughness can mask sensitivity, and rebellion can coexist with vulnerability.

Comparing Suicide Girls’ Approach with Other Alternative

Modeling Styles

While many alternative modeling platforms emphasize grit and rawness through harsh lighting and

stark contrasts, Suicide Girls’ hallmark “soft light” approach offers a distinct narrative. For instance:



- **Hardcore punk photography** often employs high-contrast black-and-white imagery to emphasize
aggression.

- **Gothic fashion shoots** may use dramatic shadows to create a mysterious or sinister atmosphere.

In contrast, Suicide Girls balance rebellion with approachability through their lighting, fostering a sense
of intimacy and connection. This softer aesthetic broadens the appeal of alternative beauty, making it

resonate beyond niche audiences.

Technical Considerations in Capturing Hard Girls with Soft

Light

Equipment and Settings

Professional photographers working within this aesthetic typically rely on:

- Large softboxes or umbrella reflectors to diffuse studio lighting
- Natural window light with sheer curtains for outdoor or indoor shoots
- Cameras with high dynamic range to capture subtle tones without losing detail in tattoos or skin

textures

Challenges

Some challenges include maintaining the model’s edgy persona without softening it too much. Overly
diffused light risks flattening facial features or washing out the intensity of expression. Skilled

photographers balance these elements by adjusting light direction, intensity, and background contrast.



The Role of Suicide Girls in Shaping Modern Aesthetic Trends

Since its inception, Suicide Girls has influenced broader trends in fashion and photography. The fusion

of alternative looks with traditionally flattering lighting has encouraged:

- Greater acceptance of tattoos and piercings in mainstream media
- Exploration of identity beyond stereotypes in artistic communities

- Use of lighting to tell complex stories rather than simply beautify

Moreover, the “hard girls soft light” concept has inspired photographers and creatives to rethink how

oppositional elements can coexist in visual storytelling.

Final Thoughts on Suicide Girls’ Artistic Legacy

The phrase “suicide girls hard girls soft light” succinctly captures a defining tension and harmony
within an influential cultural movement. It represents not only a photographic style but also a
philosophy that embraces contradictions—strength and softness, rebellion and vulnerability, darkness

and illumination.

By continuously pushing the boundaries of aesthetic norms, Suicide Girls invite audiences to
reconsider what beauty means and how it can be portrayed. This ongoing dialogue between hard
edges and soft illumination ensures that the Suicide Girls’ legacy remains dynamic, relevant, and

inspiring across evolving artistic landscapes.
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suicide girls hard girls soft light: SuicideGirls: Hard Girls, Soft Light Missy Suicide, 2012 The
SuicideGirls are a collection of more than 2,500 pin-up girls devoted to changing your idea about
what makes a woman beautiful ... and they are naked. Started in Portland, Oregon, by Missy Suicide
and her friends in 2001, the SuicideGirls broke conventional notions of beauty and the pin-up girl
ideal as defined by men's and women's magazines and the culture at large. In addition to the
millions of visitors that frequent the SG Website, this book will appeal to both men and women (their
membership is split nearly equally) who thought the shy, artsy chick with the black eyeliner and
nose ring was the sexiest girl in high school (every guy in Silverlake, Williamsburg, and beyond).

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Horror Film Aesthetics Thomas M. Sipos, 2014-01-10
This richly informed study analyzes how various cinematic tools and techniques have been used to
create horror on screen--the aesthetic elements, sometimes not consciously noticed, that help to
unnerve, frighten, shock or entertain an audience. The first two chapters define the genre and
describe the use of pragmatic aesthetics (when filmmakers put technical and budgetary
compromises to artistic effect). Subsequent chapters cover mise-en-scene, framing, photography,
lighting, editing and sound, and a final chapter is devoted to the aesthetic appeals of horror cinema.
Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: The Girl's Own Paper, 1883

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Light and Legacies Janaka Bowman Lewis, 2023-04-20 An
engaging examination of Black Girl Magic and its significance in American literature In Light and
Legacies, author Janaka Bowman Lewis examines Black girlhood in American literature from the
mid-twentieth century to the present. The representation of Black girlhood in contemporary
literature has long remained underexplored. Through this literary history of Black Girl Magic, Lewis
offers one of the first studies in this rapidly growing field of study. Light and Legacies poignantly
showcases the activist dimensions of creative literature through work by women writers such as
Toni Morrison and Toni Cade. As vectors of protest, these stories reflect historical events while also
creating an enduring space of liberation and expression. The book provides didactic and reflective
portrayals of the Black experience—an experience that has long been misunderstood. In a work both
enlightening and personal, Lewis brilliantly weaves accounts of her own journey together with the
liberating stories that shaped her and so many others.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Soft Power on Hard Problems Ajit Maan, Amar Cheema,
2016-11-15 The authors of this book are uniquely qualified to analyze the contemporary security
landscape and promote necessary and pressing change. Each is a thought leader in his or her field.
Four out of six authors are seasoned military professionals who share the view that the over-reliance
on kinetic approaches over influence operations account for some of the failures of nations against
extremists. Combined with civilian academic leadership this book is a practice in military civics. This
collection of international perspectives, taken together, challenge commonly held assumptions and
outmoded paradigms of engagement. In tribute to Co-Editor Amar Cheema, Brigadier General (R)
We wish to dedicate this collaborative effort arguing for a more profitable approach to ending and
pre-empting conflict as a fitting, living tribute to our Dear Friend, Colleague and Co-Editor, Brig.
Amar Cheema, the consummate Soldier, Scholar and Gentleman. Brig. Cheema embodied the
concept of no one appreciates peace and stability as much as a Soldier. Editing and Co-authoring our
book focused on using all elements of National Power to achieve and sustain stability is an apt
legacy for our Dear Friend.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Dope Girls Marek Kohn, 2013-03-07 This is a discussion of
the transformation of drug use (especially morphine and cocaine, which was once commonly
available in any chemist's shop) into a national menace. It revolves around the death of Billie
Carleton, a West End musical actress, in 1918. Its cast of characters includes Brilliant Chang, a
Chinese restaurant proprietor and Edgar Manning, a jazz drummer from Jamaica. They were
eventually identified as the villains of the affair and invested with a highly charged sexual menace.
Around them, in the streets off Shaftesbury Avenue, there swirled a raffish group of seedy and



entitled hedonists. Britain was horrified and fascinated, and so the drug problem was born amid a
gush of exotic tabloid detail.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Historical Dictionary of Romantic Art and Architecture
Allison Lee Palmer, 2019-07-26 Romanticism is multifaceted, and a wide range of nostalgic,
emotional, and exotic concerns were expressed in such styles and movements as the Gothic Revival,
Classical Revival, Orientalism, and the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Some movements were regional
and subject-specific, such as the Hudson River School of landscape painting in the United States and
the German Nazarene movement, which focused primarily on religious art in Rome. The movements
range across Western Europe and include the United States. This dictionary will provide a fuller
historical context for Romanticism and enable the reader to identify major trends and explore artists
of the period. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Romantic Art and Architecture contains
a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300
cross-referenced entries on major artists of the romantic era as well as entries on related art
movements, styles, aesthetic philosophies, and philosophers. This book is an excellent resource for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Romantic art.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Women, Work, and Poverty Heidi I. Hartmann, 2005
Women, Work, and Poverty presents the latest information on women living at or below the poverty
level and the changes that need to be made in public policy to allow them to rise above their
economic hardships. Using a wide range of research methods, including in-depth interviews, focus
groups, small-scale surveys, and analysis of personnel records, the book explores different aspects of
women's poverty since the passage of the 1986 welfare reform bill. Anthropologists, economists,
political scientists, sociologists, and social workers examine marriage, divorce, children and child
care, employment and work schedules, disabilities, mental health, and education, and look at income
support programs, such as welfare and unemployment insurance.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: The Third Talmage Powell Crime MEGAPACK®
Talmage Powell, 2020-04-27 Talmage Powell (1920-2000) was one of the all-time great mystery
writers of the pulps (and later the digest mystery magazines). He claimed to have written more than
500 short stories (and I have no reason to doubt him—I am working on a bibliography of his work,
and so far I can document 373 magazine stories...and who knows how many are out there under
pseudonyms or buried in obscure magazines!) HER DAGGER BEFORE ME THE WIND OF FEAR
MURDER GOES TO THE DOGS THE BEAUTIFUL MISS BORGIA DEADLIEST ENEMY! A
BEAUTIFUL BABE AND MONEY NEXT! MIDNIGHT BLONDE LEAD CURE RETURN NO MORE THE
DAME ACROSS THE RIVER MURDER METHOD SOMEBODY CARES A BREAK IN THE WEATHER
THE FAVOR THE SEVEN YEAR HITCH LAST RUN OF THE NIGHT A FRIENDLY EXORCISE A
TRULY HONEST MAN PAROLE VIOLATION WELCOME HOME, PAL THE JURY CAPER A CHANGE
OF HEART CLASSIFIED A MOTHER’S HEART If you enjoy this book, search your favorite ebook
store for Wildside Press MEGAPACK to see the more than 350 other entries in the series, covering
science fiction, modern authors, mysteries, westerns, classics, adventure stories, and much, much
more!

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Empire of Light David White, 2011-11-15 As in Rimbauds
The Drunken Boat, Empire of Light will take you down a stream of consciousness stream in a
rudderless boat to experience visions of ruin and beauty. This book explores a peculiarly American
landscape of magnificence and decay, reveling in nightmarish and dreamlike events. The world of
Empire of Light will fascinate you.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: The Literary Digest Edward Jewitt Wheeler, Isaac Kaufman
Funk, William Seaver Woods, Arthur Stimson Draper, Wilfred John Funk, 1921

suicide girls hard girls soft light: The Athenaeum , 1885

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Athenaeum and Literary Chronicle James Silk Buckingham,
John Sterling, Frederick Denison Maurice, Henry Stebbing, Charles Wentworth Dilke, Thomas
Kibble Hervey, William Hepworth Dixon, Norman Maccoll, Vernon Horace Rendall, John Middleton
Murry, 1885




suicide girls hard girls soft light: The Billboard , 1926

suicide girls hard girls soft light: The 1961-1970: American Film Institute Catalog of
Motion Pictures Produced in the United States American Film Institute, 1997 Back in print after
more than fifteen years, this American Film Institute Catalog covers the decade of the sixties. This
was the era in which films began to challenge the taboos on sex and violence and treated social
issues in a new light. Included in this volume are The Wild Bunch, Bonnie and Clyde, Guess Who's
Coming to Dinner? and Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? The decade also produced such all-time
classics as The Sound of Music, To Kill a Mockingbird, and The Graduate.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Light , 1921

suicide girls hard girls soft light: The Theatre , 1887

suicide girls hard girls soft light: The Capital , 1899

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Women in Modern Terrorism Jessica Davis, 2017-01-30
Recent events, including the rise of the Islamic State and its overt recruitment of Western women,
have once again brought the issue of women participating in terrorist organizations to the forefront.
Yet much remains to be understood about why women join terrorist organizations and why groups
choose to incorporate them into their structures and operations. Women in Modern Terrorism, which
draws from a unique dataset compiled over a decade, tackles these questions and analyzes women'’s
inclusion in terrorist organizations since the beginning of modern terrorism, covering both religious
and ethno-nationalist terrorism and conflict. The text opens with a discussion of the definition of
terrorism before examining key issues, such as how and why women join terrorist groups, what
women’s inclusion in terrorist organizations reveals about the nature and longevity of both the
groups and the conflicts, the future of women'’s role in terrorist organizations and attacks
(particularly given the rise of new terrorist groups in Syria and Iraq), and the types of attacks
women perpetrate and how they compare across groups. By looking at case studies, including
Hizballah, Chechnya, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, Al Qaeda, Boko Haram, Al Shaabab, and
more, this text shows that women'’s inclusion in various terrorist organizations is largely a pragmatic
choice by the group. It also highlights the cross-pollination of ideas between differently motivated
groups. All these issues, along with the role of the media and the Internet in radicalization and
recruitment processes, are explored to provide an exhaustive account of the many roles for women
in terrorist groups today.

suicide girls hard girls soft light: Backpacking through Bedlam Seanan McGuire,
2023-03-07 Seanan McGuire's New York Times-bestselling and Hugo Award-nominated urban
fantasy InCryptid series continues with the twelfth book following the Price family, cryptozoologists
who study and protect the creatures living in secret all around us. Reunion, noun: 1. The state of
being united again. Reconciliation, noun: 1. An act of reconciling, as when former enemies agree to
an amiable truce. 2. The process of making consistent or compatible. 3. See also “impossible.” Alice
Price-Healy gave up her life for fifty years to focus completely on the search for her missing
husband. The danger of focus like that is that it leaves little room for thinking about what happens
after...and now that she’s finally managed to find Thomas, she has no idea what she’s supposed to do
next. The fact that he comes with a surrogate daughter who may or may not have some connection
to Alice’s recently adopted grandson is just icing on the complicated cake. So the three of them are
heading for the most complicated place in the universe: they’re going home. But things on Earth
have changed while Alice, Thomas, and Sally have been away. The Covenant of St. George,
antagonized by Verity’s declaration of war and Sarah’s temporary relocation of an entire college
campus, is trying to retake North America from the cryptids and cryptozoologists who’ve been
keeping the peace for the past hundred years. And they’re starting in New York. Alice and company
have barely been back for an hour before the Ocean Lady and the Queen of the Routewitches are
sending them to New York to help, and they find themselves embroiled in the politics of dragons,
kidnappings, and of course, the most dangerous people of all: family. Getting “back to normal” may
be the hardest task Alice has undertaken yet.
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