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American Film and Society Since 1945: A Reflection of Changing Times

american film and society since 1945 have been closely intertwined, with cinema not only mirroring

social changes but also influencing public opinion and cultural norms. From the aftermath of World

War II through the civil rights movement, the Cold War, and into the digital age, American films have

served as a dynamic canvas reflecting the evolving values, struggles, and aspirations of the nation.

Understanding this relationship offers fascinating insights into how film has shaped—and been shaped

by—American society over the past seven decades.

The Post-War Era: Hollywood’s Golden Age and Social Shifts

The period immediately following 1945 marked a significant turning point for both American society and

its film industry. The end of World War II brought about optimism but also uncertainty, which was

vividly captured in films of the era. Hollywood’s Golden Age, characterized by big studios and

glamorous stars, began to grapple with more complex themes reflecting societal anxieties.

Film Noir and the Mood of Post-War America

One of the most notable cinematic movements post-1945 was film noir—a genre marked by shadowy

visuals, morally ambiguous characters, and themes of disillusionment. Movies like *The Maltese

Falcon* and *Double Indemnity* echoed the darker undertones of a society wrestling with the trauma

of war and the onset of the Cold War. These films highlighted fears about corruption, betrayal, and the

fragile nature of the American Dream.



Changing Gender Roles and Family Dynamics

The war had thrust women into the workforce, and although many were pushed back into domestic

roles afterward, cinema began to explore shifting gender expectations. Films such as *Leave Her to

Heaven* and *Mildred Pierce* presented complex female characters who challenged traditional roles,

reflecting the tension between societal norms and the emerging independence of women.

The 1950s and 1960s: Conformity, Rebellion, and Civil

Rights

The 1950s are often remembered for their emphasis on conformity and the idealized family, but

beneath this surface, American film was starting to engage with more provocative topics, paralleling

the growing civil rights movement and the stirrings of youth rebellion.

The Rise of the Teen Rebel and Social Commentary

Movies like *Rebel Without a Cause* and *The Wild One* captured the restlessness of post-war youth

who felt disconnected from the conservative values of their parents. This era’s films often portrayed

teenagers as symbols of social change, rebellion, and a questioning of authority, which resonated with

broader societal shifts.

Civil Rights and Representation in Cinema

During the 1960s, as the civil rights movement gained momentum, American films slowly began to

reflect racial tensions and inequalities. Although representation was limited, groundbreaking films such

as *Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner* tackled issues of interracial relationships and prejudice. This



period marked the beginning of Hollywood’s gradual acknowledgment of America’s diverse social

fabric.

The New Hollywood Era: Innovation and Social Consciousness

in the 1970s

The 1970s ushered in what is often called the New Hollywood, a period of creative freedom and

experimentation that coincided with significant social upheaval. Filmmakers started addressing

controversial subjects head-on, reflecting the turbulent times of Vietnam, Watergate, and shifting

cultural norms.

Film as a Mirror of Political and Social Unrest

Directors like Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola, and Stanley Kubrick created films that

questioned authority, explored moral ambiguity, and challenged traditional narratives. Movies such as

*Taxi Driver*, *The Godfather*, and *A Clockwork Orange* delved into crime, corruption, and

psychological complexity, mirroring the public’s growing skepticism toward institutions.

Exploration of Identity and Counterculture

The countercultural movements of the 1960s and 70s also found expression in cinema. Films like

*Easy Rider* epitomized the spirit of freedom and rebellion, while others explored themes of feminism,

environmentalism, and anti-war sentiments. This era’s films often served as cultural critiques and calls

for societal change.



Blockbusters and Global Influence: The 1980s and 1990s

The 1980s and 90s saw the rise of blockbuster films that not only dominated American box offices but

also had a significant impact on global culture. This period reflected America’s economic optimism and

the emergence of new technologies that transformed both filmmaking and society.

The Birth of the Summer Blockbuster

Steven Spielberg’s *Jaws* and George Lucas’s *Star Wars* revolutionized the industry by creating

films that were both massive commercial successes and cultural phenomena. These blockbusters

helped define a new era where spectacle and special effects became central to filmmaking, appealing

to broad audiences and shaping popular culture worldwide.

Diversity and New Voices in Cinema

While blockbusters reigned, independent cinema also gained traction, offering more diverse stories and

voices. Filmmakers like Spike Lee and John Singleton brought African American experiences to the

forefront, challenging Hollywood’s mainstream narratives. This period marked an important step toward

inclusivity and representation in film.

American Film and Society in the Digital Age: 2000s to

Present

The advent of the internet, digital technologies, and streaming platforms has transformed both how

films are made and consumed, reflecting and influencing contemporary American society in

unprecedented ways.



Expanding Diversity and Social Awareness

Recent decades have witnessed a stronger push for inclusivity and social justice in cinema. Films

addressing LGBTQ+ issues, racial inequality, immigration, and gender roles have become more

prominent. Titles like *Moonlight* and *Get Out* have garnered critical acclaim while sparking

important social conversations, illustrating how film continues to be a powerful medium for cultural

reflection.

Technology’s Impact on Filmmaking and Viewing Habits

Digital effects, CGI, and streaming services like Netflix and Disney+ have changed the landscape of

American cinema. Audiences now have more access to diverse content than ever before, influencing

societal perceptions and tastes. The rise of social media also allows films to engage with viewers in

real-time, shaping trends and dialogues around social issues.

American Film as a Cultural Barometer

Looking back over the decades since 1945, it’s clear that American film serves as a cultural

barometer, revealing the hopes, fears, and transformations of society. From reflecting post-war

anxieties to capturing the spirit of rebellion, addressing civil rights, and embracing technological

advances, cinema has remained deeply connected to the social fabric.

Whether through the gritty realism of film noir, the optimistic blockbusters of the 80s, or the socially

conscious films of today, American film continues to offer a window into the evolving American identity.

For anyone interested in understanding societal shifts, exploring this intersection of film and culture

provides rich, engaging insights that go beyond entertainment.



Frequently Asked Questions

How did American films reflect social changes after World War II?

American films after World War II reflected social changes by addressing themes such as

suburbanization, the Cold War, racial tensions, and shifts in gender roles, portraying the evolving

American identity and anxieties of the time.

What impact did the Hollywood blacklist have on American cinema?

The Hollywood blacklist during the late 1940s and 1950s led to the suppression of many filmmakers

accused of communist sympathies, resulting in self-censorship, altered storytelling, and a climate of

fear that influenced film content and industry dynamics.

How did the Civil Rights Movement influence American films in the

1960s and 1970s?

The Civil Rights Movement inspired American films to tackle issues of racial inequality and social

justice more directly, leading to the emergence of Blaxploitation films and more nuanced portrayals of

African American life and struggles.

In what ways did the rise of independent cinema challenge mainstream

American film since 1945?

Independent cinema since 1945 challenged mainstream American film by promoting diverse voices,

experimental storytelling, and tackling controversial subjects often avoided by major studios, thereby

broadening the scope and perspectives represented in American film.

How did the portrayal of gender roles in American films evolve after



1945?

Post-1945 American films initially reinforced traditional gender roles but gradually depicted more

complex and diverse representations of women and men, reflecting broader societal changes including

women's increased workforce participation and feminist movements.

What role did the New Hollywood era play in transforming American

cinema?

The New Hollywood era of the late 1960s and 1970s introduced innovative storytelling techniques,

anti-establishment themes, and a focus on youth culture, fundamentally transforming American cinema

and influencing future filmmakers.

How has American cinema addressed the Vietnam War and its

aftermath?

American cinema has addressed the Vietnam War and its aftermath by exploring themes of trauma,

disillusionment, and political controversy, with films like 'Apocalypse Now' and 'The Deer Hunter'

critically examining the war's impact on soldiers and society.

What influence did technological advancements have on American film

production and society post-1945?

Technological advancements such as color film, widescreen formats, and later digital effects

revolutionized American film production, enhancing storytelling capabilities and changing audience

expectations, while also impacting cultural consumption patterns.

How did American films contribute to shaping national identity during

the Cold War?

During the Cold War, American films often promoted themes of patriotism, democracy, and the fight

against communism, serving as cultural tools to reinforce national identity and ideological values both



domestically and internationally.

In what ways have American films since 1945 addressed issues of

immigration and multiculturalism?

Since 1945, American films have increasingly portrayed immigration and multiculturalism by

highlighting immigrant experiences, cultural conflicts, and the evolving diversity of American society,

contributing to broader conversations about inclusion and identity.

Additional Resources

American Film and Society Since 1945: A Reflective Chronicle of Change and Influence

american film and society since 1945 have shared a deeply intertwined relationship, each

continuously shaping and reflecting the other’s transformations. In the aftermath of World War II,

American cinema entered a phase of profound evolution that mirrored the shifting social, political, and

cultural landscape of the United States. From the golden age of Hollywood through the rise of

independent cinema and digital revolutions, films have served as both a barometer and catalyst of

societal change, revealing the nation’s hopes, anxieties, and ideologies across decades.

Post-War Optimism and the Studio System (Late 1940s -

1950s)

In the immediate post-war era, American film capitalized on a burgeoning middle class and an

expanding consumer culture. The studio system, dominated by giants like MGM, Warner Bros., and

Paramount, produced polished narratives that often reinforced traditional values and patriotism. Movies

such as *It’s a Wonderful Life* (1946) and *The Best Years of Our Lives* (1946) explored themes of

family, heroism, and reintegration, reflecting the national mood of rebuilding and optimism.



However, this period also witnessed the beginning of social tensions that films subtly addressed. The

Red Scare and McCarthyism affected Hollywood deeply, with the infamous blacklist targeting artists

suspected of communist sympathies. This political climate introduced a layer of censorship and

ideological control, which filmmakers navigated through allegory and genre films such as film noir. The

dark, morally ambiguous stories of noir echoed the undercurrents of disillusionment and paranoia

prevalent in society.

Impact of Technology and Television

The rise of television in the 1950s challenged cinema’s dominance, prompting Hollywood to innovate.

The introduction of widescreen formats, Technicolor, and spectacle-driven epics like *Ben-Hur* (1959)

aimed to lure audiences away from their living rooms. This competition signaled a shift in how

American film engaged with society — increasingly emphasizing visual grandeur and mass appeal amid

a diversifying entertainment landscape.

The New Hollywood Era and Social Change (1960s - 1970s)

As the United States grappled with civil rights movements, the Vietnam War, and countercultural

upheaval, American film and society since 1945 entered a radical phase of transformation. The decline

of the traditional studio system gave rise to New Hollywood, where a younger generation of directors

such as Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola, and Stanley Kubrick embraced more experimental

and socially conscious storytelling.

Films became platforms for questioning authority and exploring taboo subjects. For example, *Easy

Rider* (1969) captured the spirit of rebellion and the search for freedom, while *The Graduate* (1967)

reflected generational conflicts and changing sexual mores. The portrayal of race, gender, and politics

grew more complex, with works like *Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner* (1967) addressing interracial

relationships and *One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest* (1975) critiquing institutional power.



New Themes and Narrative Complexity

During this period, narratives expanded beyond black-and-white morality, embracing ambiguity and

psychological depth. The rise of antiheroes and flawed protagonists mirrored societal skepticism about

government and traditional institutions, shaped by events such as Watergate and the ongoing Cold

War. This era’s films often confronted viewers with uncomfortable truths, urging reflection on American

identity and values.

Blockbusters and Cultural Globalization (1980s - 1990s)

The 1980s marked a new commercial era with the advent of the blockbuster — high-concept films

designed for mass appeal and international markets. Steven Spielberg’s *E.T.* (1982) and George

Lucas’s *Star Wars* sequels exemplified this trend, combining technological innovation with

emotionally resonant storytelling. The rise of cable television and home video further altered

consumption patterns, increasing access but also fragmenting audiences.

American film and society since 1945 during this time also reflected the Reagan-era conservatism and

the complexities of globalization. Films like *Wall Street* (1987) critiqued corporate greed amid a

booming economy, while *Do the Right Thing* (1989) by Spike Lee brought racial tensions and urban

struggles to the forefront, signaling a growing diversity in cinematic voices.

Technological Advances and Special Effects

The integration of CGI (computer-generated imagery) revolutionized filmmaking, allowing for

spectacular visuals that captivated global audiences. This technological leap expanded the scope of

storytelling, as seen in *Jurassic Park* (1993) and *The Matrix* (1999). However, some critics argued

that an overemphasis on effects sometimes compromised narrative depth, a tension that continues to

influence industry debates.



21st Century: Diversity, Digitalization, and Social Commentary

Entering the 21st century, American film and society since 1945 have navigated rapid technological

change and evolving cultural dialogues. The proliferation of streaming platforms reshaped distribution

and viewing habits, democratizing access while challenging traditional box office models. Filmmakers

increasingly leveraged digital tools to tell stories that reflect contemporary issues such as immigration,

gender identity, and systemic inequality.

Representation and Inclusion

A significant development has been the push for greater diversity in Hollywood, both in front of and

behind the camera. Movements like #OscarsSoWhite highlighted longstanding exclusion of minority

voices. In response, films like *Moonlight* (2016) and *Black Panther* (2018) achieved critical and

commercial success while broadening cultural representation.

This shift aligns with broader societal conversations about race, gender, and equity — illustrating how

American film acts as a mirror and influencer of social values. Yet, challenges remain, including

persistent disparities in funding and opportunities, which continue to shape the industry’s trajectory.

Social Commentary and Political Engagement

Contemporary American films often engage explicitly with political and social themes, reflecting a

polarized and rapidly changing society. Documentaries and narrative films alike tackle issues from

climate change (*Don’t Look Up*, 2021) to systemic racism (*13th*, 2016). The cinematic landscape

has become a critical space for dialogue and activism, with filmmakers using their platform to

challenge norms and inspire change.



American Film and Society Since 1945: An Ongoing Dialogue

The evolution of American film since 1945 underscores a dynamic dialogue between cinema and

society. Films have not only entertained but have chronicled the nation’s struggles, aspirations, and

transformations. From post-war optimism to contemporary calls for justice and inclusion, American

cinema reflects an ongoing negotiation of identity and values.

As technological advancements continue and social movements gain momentum, the relationship

between American film and society promises to remain a rich field for exploration, debate, and

innovation. The medium’s capacity to shape public consciousness and cultural memory ensures its

enduring relevance in understanding the American experience.

American Film And Society Since 1945
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Quart, Albert Auster, 2002 Although films rarely act as mirror reflections of everyday reality, they
are, nevertheless, powerful cultural expressions of the dreams and desires of the American public.
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meanings of films and appreciate the effects of the passion and personal engagement that viewers
experience with films. This new edition prominently features a new chapter on American and
Hollywood history from 2010 to 2017, giving readers an expanded examination of a breadth of

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-009/Book?ID=HHx17-5357&title=american-film-and-society-since-1945.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-016/Book?dataid=rBs65-8915&title=study-to-become-an-enrolled-agent.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-016/Book?dataid=rBs65-8915&title=study-to-become-an-enrolled-agent.pdf


culturally and socially important modern films that serves student research or pleasure reading. The
coauthors have also included additional analysis of classic films such as To Kill a Mockingbird (1962)
and A Face in the Crowd (1957).
  american film and society since 1945: Crossroads Mitchell K. Hall, 2005-09-29 The Vietnam
War affected nearly every aspect of American life. It altered the economy, challenged citizens to
reassess their values, and played a key roll in the downfall of two presidential administrations.
However, most people's attention remained focused on their daily lives—including the latest movie,
the baseball score, and the new group on American Bandstand. But those elements were not immune
from the war's effects. American popular culture changed dramatically during the Vietnam
era—from Leave it To Beaver to All in the Family and from Bobby Darin to Bob Dylan. In Crossroads,
historian Mitchell K. Hall explores the popular culture that shaped the baby boomers and the
transformation that generation wrought in movies, television, sports, and music. As he traces the
evolution of American culture, Hall looks at the ways in which these cultural elements not only
underwent radical structural changes, but also reflected the upheaval and unrest in Vietnam era
America.
  american film and society since 1945: Abject Spaces in American Cinema Frances
Pheasant-Kelly, 2013-05-21 American cinema abounds with films set in prisons, asylums, hospitals
and other institutions. Rather than orderly places of recovery and rehabilitation, these institutional
settings emerge as abject spaces of control and repression in which adult identity is threatened as a
narrative impetus. Exploring the abject through issues as diverse as racism, mental illness or the
preservation of bodies for organ donation, thi book analyses a range of films including One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest (1975), The Shawshank Redemption (1994), Full Metal Jacket (1987) and
Girl, Interrupted (1999) through to cult films such as Carrie (1976) and Bubba Ho-tep (2002). In
these films, locations of coherence and order become places where the internal and repressed
aspects of the body, individual and social, threaten to overwhelm the individual. Identity is
compromised through harsh conditions, extreme discipline, the exertion of absolute control, and
above all the restriction of personal space. Symbolically infantilised, forced to reassess aspects of
the adult, the only escape is through violence; the eponymous Carrie escapes from her cupboard for
a massacre, the women of Girl, Interrupted mutilate and annihilate themselves and Kubrick's Gomer
Pyle shoots sadistic patriarch Sergeant Hartman in the 'head'. By analysing scenes of horror and
disgust within the context of abject space, Frances Pheasant-Kelly reveals how threats to identity
manifest in scenes of torture, horror and psychosexual repression and are resolved either through
death or through traumatic re-entry into the outside world. Bringing together contemporary
theoretical debates and critical disciplines, Abject Spaces in American Cinema offers a coherent and
meaningful analysis of institutonal films and shows that the chaos of the abject space cannot be
resolved- only escaped. This readable and engging tour of the abject in the institution of film will be
immensely valuable to students of Film Studies, Critical Theory and Cultural Studies.
  american film and society since 1945: Movies and American Society Steven J. Ross,
2014-01-28 The second edition of Movies and American Society is a comprehensive collection of
essays and primary documents that explore the ways in which movies have changed—and been
changed by—American society from 1905 to the present. Each chapter includes an introduction,
discussion questions, an essay examining the issues of the period, primary documents, and a list of
further reading and screenings Includes a new chapter on American Film in the Age of Terror and
new essays for Chapter 9 (Race, Violence, and Film) and Chapter 13 (Hollywood Goes Global), as
well as updated Reading and Screenings sections Discusses all the major periods in American film
history from the first nickelodeons to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the globalization of
Hollywood Demonstrates the unique influence of movies on all aspects of American culture, from
ideology, politics, and gender to class, war, and race relations Engaging and accessible for students,
with jargon-free essays and primary documents that show social practices and controversies as well
as the fun and cultural influence of movies and movie-going
  american film and society since 1945: Cinemas of the World James Chapman, 2004-06-03



The cinema has been the pre-eminent popular art form of the 20th century. In Cinemas of the World,
James Chapman examines the relationship between film and society in the modern world: film as
entertainment medium, film as a reflection of national cultures and preoccupations, film as an
instrument of propaganda. He also explores two interrelated issues that have recurred throughout
the history of cinema: the economic and cultural hegemony of Hollywood on the one hand, and, on
the other, the attempts of film-makers elsewhere to establish indigenous national cinemas drawing
on their own cultures and societies. Chapman examines the rise to dominance of Hollywood cinema
in the silent and early sound periods. He discusses the characteristic themes of American movies
from the Depression to the end of the Cold War especially those found in the western and film noir –
genres that are often used as vehicles for exploring issues central to us society and politics. He looks
at national cinemas in various European countries in the period between the end of the First World
War and the end of the Second, which all exhibit the formal and aesthetic properties of modernism.
The emergence of the so-called new cinemas of Europe and the wider world since 1960 are also
explored. Chapman is a tough-thinking, original writer . . . an engaging, excellent piece of
work.—David Lancaster, Film and History
  american film and society since 1945: American Film and Politics from Reagan to Bush Jr.
Philip John Davies, Paul Wells, 2002-10-11 Focusing on the two decades leading to the beginning of
the 21st century, this collection examines central issues in American politics and society through the
films of the period. Using everything from Oliver Stone to Disney, Clint Eastwood to John Sayles,
Jurassic Park to Dumb and Dumber, the international array of authors explore a number of themes.
These include: the cinematic views of political institutions; of politically significant places; of the
projection of major issues such as gender, family, and race; and the cultural politics of the film
makers themselves in America at the start of a new century.
  american film and society since 1945: The Sixties Paul Monaco, 2003-06 This book covers
the 1960's as part of the definitive history of American cinema from its emergence in the 1800s to
the present day.
  american film and society since 1945: Robert Redford and American Cinema Michael Allen,
2021-03-25 Michael Allen's insightful study explores the long and diverse career of the actor and
director Robert Redford, from his early work in theatre and TV to his contemporary status as an
iconic and enduring star. Allen assesses Redford's importance to the American film industry during a
period of great transformation: as an influential industry player, an award-winning director and a
committed political activist. Allen considers Redford's individual achievements in the context of
shifts and changes in the industry as a whole: some of which benefited Redford's own progress and
development; some which he engineered himself, as well as discussing Redford's star persona in
relation to ageing and masculinity.
  american film and society since 1945: American Cinema of the 1940s Wheeler W. Dixon,
2006 The 1940s was a watershed decade for American cinema and the nation. Shaking off the grim
legacy of the Depression, Hollywood launched an unprecedented wave of production, generating
some of its most memorable classics. Featuring essays by a group of respected film scholars and
historians, American Cinema of the 1940s brings this dynamic and turbulent decade to life with such
films as Citizen Kane, Rebecca, The Lady Eve, Sergeant York, How Green Was My Valley,
Casablanca, Mrs. Miniver, The Road to Morocco, Yankee Doodle Dandy, Kiss of Death, Force of Evil,
Caught, and Apology for Murder. Illustrated with many rare stills and filled with provocative
insights, the volume will appeal to students, teachers, and to all those interested in cultural history
and American film of the twentieth century.
  american film and society since 1945: Encyclopedia of War and American Society Peter
Karsten, 2006 Publisher description.
  american film and society since 1945: The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Films
Salvador Jiménez Murguía, 2018-04-12 Winner, RUSA 2019 Outstanding References Source Winner
and named a Library Journal Best Reference Book of the Year 2018 From D.W. Griffith’s Birth of a
Nation in 1915 to the recent Get Out, audiences and critics alike have responded to racism in motion



pictures for more than a century. Whether subtle or blatant, racially biased images and narratives
erase minorities, perpetuate stereotypes, and keep alive practices of discrimination and
marginalization. Even in the 21st century, the American film industry is not “color blind,” evidenced
by films such as Babel (2006), A Better Life (2011), and 12 Years a Slave (2013). The Encyclopedia of
Racism in American Film documents one facet of racism in the film industry, wherein historically
underrepresented peoples are misrepresented—through a lack of roles for actors of color,
stereotyping, negative associations, and an absence of rich, nuanced characters. Offering insights
and analysis from over seventy scholars, critics, and activists, the volume highlights issues such as:
Hollywood’s diversity crisisWhite Savior filmsMagic Negro tropesThe disconnect between screen
images and lived realities of African Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, and Asians A companion
to the ever-growing field of race studies, this volume opens up a critical dialogue on an always
timely issue. The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Film will appeal to scholars of cinema, race
and ethnicity studies, and cultural history.
  american film and society since 1945: American Studies Jack Salzman, 1990-05-25 This
volume supplements the acclaimed three volume set published in 1986 and consists of an annotated
listing of American Studies monographs published between 1984 and 1988. There are more than
6,000 descriptive entries in a wide range of categories: anthropology and folklore, art and
architecture, history, literature, music, political science, popular culture, psychology, religion,
science and technology, and sociology.
  american film and society since 1945: Film Propaganda and American Politics James Combs,
Sara T. Combs, 2013-12-17 Originally published in 1994, this important book traces the rise of film
propaganda in the 20th Century, discussing specifically how film can be used to manipulate public
perception and opinions. Two distinct areas are covered: war propaganda, including feature and
documentary films regarding warfare; and civilian propaganda, including films that address a variety
of political subjects. Although the focus is American film and American politics, this book offers
insights for all those interested in the affect of film on the minds of citizens of any country or state.
  american film and society since 1945: Historical Dictionary of the Nixon-Ford Era
Mitchell K. Hall, 2008-02-22 The presidential administrations of Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford
encompassed some of the most turbulent and significant years of the 20th century. Nixon was
elected near the end of a decade characterized by struggles for civil rights, years of war in Vietnam,
and widespread cultural rebellion. Although he promised during his campaign to bring the country
together, Nixon's administration was more confrontational than compromising and ultimately
deepened national divisions. Gerald Ford worked to restore integrity to the White House but never
fully established a program separate from his predecessor. His pardon of Nixon and the 1975 fall of
South Vietnam kept him linked to the past rather than establishing the beginning of a new era. The
Nixon-Ford Era witnessed one of the most controversial presidential eras, yet despite all of the
turmoil, progress was made. The Vietnam War eventually wound down, the Cold War went through a
phase of détente, relations were established with China, civil rights progressed, the situation of
African Americans and Native Americans improved, and Women's Liberation altered the status of
half of the population. The Historical Dictionary of the Nixon-Ford Era relates these events and
provides extensive political, economic, and social background on this era through a detailed
chronology, an introduction, appendixes, a bibliography, and several hundred cross-referenced
dictionary entries on important persons, events, institutions, policies, and issues.
  american film and society since 1945: "Short Cuts" and American Life and Society in
Early Nineties Hasti Sardashti, 2011-10-27 Prior and during the time Altmans Short Cuts was
developed and shaped, Americans experienced over a decade of Republican administration,
represented by Reagan and Bush, extreme right wing national policies, and an ill economy. On 9
November 1989 with the fall of Berlin Wall, America and whole world experienced one of the most
extreme changes in the history of the twentieth century: the end of the cold war and the beginning
of a new post-Cold war era. Hardly anyone could have foreseen the end of communism in the Soviet
Union and in Eastern Europe during that time. The demise of the Soviet Union left the United States



the sole remaining superpower, a position that carried its own risks and problems. With this extreme
change of dichotomy between the two world powers, on which was the base of the national and
international politics for more than fifty years and also a major coping mechanism for the people by
splitting between the Good and Bad, God and Evil, Communism and Democracy, in late 1980s and
early 1990s it came to a break down of the known structures which were experienced as very
frightening by American people. I wonder if Short Cuts was an attempt by Robert Altman in the early
90s, to comfort all these anxious and helpless people, who were confused, and who couldnt
understand why things happen to them, what happened to them and asking themselves why? What
did we do wrong? What if this did not happen and that happened? The Robert Altmans Short Cuts
and American Society and American Life in the Early Nineties is an attempt to examine all these
notions and understand what is about Short Cuts making it to become such a timeless and unique
movie.
  american film and society since 1945: Mike Nichols and the Cinema of Transformation
J.W. Whitehead, 2014-05-21 Mike Nichols burst onto the American cultural scene in the late 1950s
as one half of the comic cabaret team of Nichols and May. He became a Broadway directing
sensation, then moved on to Hollywood, where his first two films--Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
(1966) and The Graduate (1967)--earned a total of 20 Academy Award nominations. Nichols won the
1968 Oscar for Best Director and later joined the rarefied EGOT (Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, Tony) club.
He made many other American cinematic classics, including Catch-22 (1970), Carnal Knowledge
(1971), Silkwood (1983), Working Girl (1988), Postcards from the Edge (1990), and his late
masterpieces for HBO, Wit (2001) and Angels in America (2003). Filmmakers like Steven Spielberg
and Steven Soderbergh regard him with reverence. This first full-career retrospective study of this
protean force in the American arts begins with the roots of his filmmaking in satirical comedy and
Broadway theatre and devotes separate chapters to each of his 20 feature films. Nichols' permanent
achievements are his critique of the ways in which culture constructs conformity and his tempered
optimism about individuals' liberation by transformative awakening.
  american film and society since 1945: Friend Or Foe? Michael J. Strada, Harold Martin
Troper, Harold R. Troper, 1997 During the nearly sixty years of filmmaking, the always uneasy and
often fractious Soviet-American relationship has been mirrored in Hollywood's portrayal of Russians
and the Soviet Union. Friend or Foe? examines the portrayal of the Soviet Union in American film,
and shows how these films reflect the attitudes of Americans, as well as how each portrayal changed
with the often uneasy relations between the two countries. The authors show how films, as rich
repositories of national consciousness, can be analyzed to reveal time-bound insights into popular
fears and obsessions. History lovers and film buffs will appreciate the tongue-in-cheek approach to
many of the absurdist films. Scholars in history, film studies, and political science will find the depth
and breadth of research useful. A filmography, bibliography, and photographs further complement
the study.
  american film and society since 1945: Projecting Paranoia Ray Pratt, 2001 A wide-ranging
and idiosyncratic look at sixty years of politics and film that uncovers how American movies have
mirrored and even challenged anxieties and paranoid perceptions embedded in American society
since the start of the Cold War. The first book to take a sweeping look at 60 years of film and analyze
them thematically.
  american film and society since 1945: Movie History: A Survey Douglas Gomery, Clara
Pafort-Overduin, 2011-02-28 How can we understand the history of film? Historical facts don’t
answer the basic questions of film history. History, as this fascinating book shows, is more than the
simple accumulation of film titles, facts and figures. This is a survey of over 100 years of cinema
history, from its beginnings in 1895, to its current state in the 21st century. An accessible,
introductory text, Movie History: A Survey looks at not only the major films, filmmakers, and cinema
institutions throughout the years, but also extends to the production, distribution, exhibition,
technology and reception of films. The textbook is divided chronologically into four sections, using
the timeline of technological changes Written by two highly respected film scholars and experienced



teachers, Movie History is the ideal textbook for students studying film history.
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