myth of the noble savage

Myth of the Noble Savage: Unpacking an Enduring Cultural Idea

myth of the noble savage is a phrase that has intrigued historians, anthropologists, and philosophers for
centuries. It refers to the idealized concept of indigenous people living in a pure, uncorrupted state of
nature, embodying innocence, virtue, and harmony, untouched by the complexities and vices of modern
civilization. This notion, while seemingly romantic and appealing, carries with it a tangled history of
misconceptions and cultural misunderstandings. Exploring the origins, evolution, and implications of the
myth of the noble savage reveals much about how societies view “the other” and their own self-

perceptions.

Origins of the Myth of the Noble Savage

The myth of the noble savage can be traced back to European Enlightenment thinkers who were
grappling with the rapid changes brought by industrialization, urbanization, and colonial expansion.
Philosophers like Jean-Jacques Rousseau popularized the idea that humans were inherently good but had
been corrupted by society. Rousseau’s writings, particularly in works like "Discourse on Inequality," argued
that in a natural state, humans lived harmoniously and virtuously. This romanticized image was frequently

projected onto indigenous peoples who were encountered during European explorations.

Rousseau and the Enlightenment Influence

Rousseau never explicitly used the term “noble savage,” yet his influence on the concept was profound.
Enlightenment thinkers were fascinated by the idea of a “state of nature,” where human beings supposedly
lived free from the greed, cruelty, and injustice that they associated with civilization. This philosophical
lens often glossed over the realities of indigenous cultures, reducing them to symbols of purity rather than

recognizing their complexity and diversity.

Early Literature and Popular Culture

The image of the noble savage was further cemented by travel narratives, novels, and plays from the 17th
and 18th centuries. Writers like John Dryden and later James Fenimore Cooper drew on this trope to
critique European society. For example, Cooper’s "The Last of the Mohicans" portrays Native Americans as
noble, brave, and in tune with nature, yet fundamentally different from Europeans. This portrayal

influenced Western literature and popular perceptions of indigenous peoples for generations.



Why the Myth Persists Today

Despite being debunked by modern anthropology and history, the myth of the noble savage still lingers in
popular culture and even academic discourse. It survives partly because it offers a comforting narrative—a
simpler, idealized vision of humanity unspoiled by modern problems like pollution, inequality, or moral

decay.

The Appeal of Romanticizing “The Other”

One reason the myth endures is that it allows people from industrialized societies to imagine an alternative
way of life that seems more authentic or meaningful. This romanticization often simplifies complex
cultures into stereotypes, making it easier to admire or appropriate aspects of indigenous life without

grappling with the real struggles these communities face.

Impact on Indigenous Peoples

While the myth may seem positive on the surface, it can be harmful by stripping indigenous peoples of
their agency and diversity. By portraying them as timeless, unchanging figures living in harmony with
nature, the myth denies their modern realities, challenges, and rights. It can lead to patronizing attitudes,

misguided policies, and cultural misunderstandings that hinder genuine respect and collaboration.

Debunking the Myth: What Anthropology Shows Us

Modern anthropology and ethnography have played a crucial role in dismantling the myth of the noble

savage by providing nuanced, evidence-based understandings of indigenous societies.

Complex Societies and Cultural Diversity

Contrary to simplistic stereotypes, indigenous cultures around the world exhibit a wide range of social
structures, technologies, and belief systems. Many had sophisticated political organizations, trade networks,
and environmental management practices. Recognizing this complexity helps move away from the

reductive noble savage trope.



Human Nature and Morality

The idea that humans are purely good or evil is overly simplistic. Anthropologists emphasize that morality
is shaped by culture, environment, and history. Indigenous peoples, like all humans, have capable systems

of justice, conflict, and cooperation that do not fit neatly into romantic ideals.

Why Understanding the Myth Matters Today

Engaging critically with the myth of the noble savage is essential for fostering respectful intercultural

relationships and informed dialogue about indigenous rights and histories.

Promoting Cultural Respect and Accuracy

Instead of relying on myths, we can strive to learn from indigenous voices themselves. Supporting
indigenous scholarship, art, and activism allows us to appreciate cultures on their own terms rather than

through a filtered, idealized lens.

Using the Myth as a Starting Point for Reflection

Interestingly, the myth of the noble savage can prompt valuable questions about modern society. What can
we learn from indigenous approaches to community and nature? How might we address the
environmental and social problems that Rousseau and others criticized? When approached thoughtfully, the

myth encourages self-reflection without erasing or simplifying the lived realities of indigenous peoples.

Modern Examples and Cultural References

The myth of the noble savage continues to appear in films, literature, and even environmental movements,

albeit often in updated forms.

In Film and Media

Movies like "Pocahontas" or "Avatar" portray indigenous or native-like characters as connected deeply to
nature and embodying purity, reinforcing some aspects of the myth. While these stories can celebrate

indigenous cultures, they sometimes fall into the trap of idealization, ignoring the complexities and



contemporary issues faced by real communities.

Environmentalism and the “Pristine® Wilderness

Environmental discourse sometimes romanticizes indigenous stewardship of the land, depicting indigenous
people as the last guardians of untouched nature. While many indigenous groups have indeed developed
sustainable practices, this perspective can overlook the dynamism and adaptability of their cultures and

their active role in shaping environments over millennia.

Breaking Free from the Myth

Moving beyond the myth of the noble savage requires conscious effort—both intellectually and socially.

e Educate Yourself: Explore indigenous histories, cultures, and perspectives through credible sources

and direct voices from indigenous authors and leaders.

¢ Challenge Stereotypes: Question simplified narratives you encounter in media and conversations, and

encourage more nuanced discussions.

¢ Support Indigenous Rights: Engage with and support movements that empower indigenous

communities politically, economically, and culturally.

¢ Reflect on Your Own Views: Consider how the myth might influence your assumptions about

culture, nature, and morality.

By doing so, we can appreciate the rich diversity and humanity of indigenous peoples without confining

them to an outdated and limiting myth.

The myth of the noble savage remains a powerful cultural idea, but it is one that needs careful unpacking
and contextual understanding. Recognizing its origins and consequences allows us to appreciate indigenous
peoples as dynamic, evolving communities with their own voices—not just as symbols of an imagined

purity. This shift opens the door to more respectful, honest, and meaningful intercultural engagement.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'myth of the noble savage'?

The 'myth of the noble savage' is a concept that idealizes indigenous peoples or those living in a state of

nature as pure, innocent, and morally superior to civilized society.

Where did the idea of the noble savage originate?

The idea originated during the European Enlightenment, particularly popularized by philosophers like
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who contrasted the perceived purity of indigenous peoples with the corruption of

modern society.

Why is the myth of the noble savage considered problematic?

It is problematic because it oversimplifies and stereotypes indigenous cultures, ignoring their complexities

and diversity, and can perpetuate paternalistic attitudes and cultural misunderstandings.

How has the myth influenced literature and popular culture?

The myth has influenced literature and popular culture by romanticizing indigenous peoples as living in
harmony with nature, often depicting them as heroic or spiritually enlightened figures, which can distort

historical realities.

What role did the myth of the noble savage play in colonialism?

The myth was sometimes used to justify colonialism by portraying indigenous peoples as needing guidance

or civilization from Europeans, while other times it served as a critique of European society's moral failings.

How do modern scholars view the myth of the noble savage?

Modern scholars generally reject the myth as an inaccurate and reductive portrayal that overlooks the

complexity of indigenous societies and the impacts of colonialism.

Can the myth of the noble savage affect contemporary indigenous rights

movements?

Yes, the myth can affect indigenous rights movements by simplifying or misrepresenting indigenous

identities, which can hinder authentic representation and self-determination efforts.



How can one critically engage with the concept of the noble savage
today?

One can critically engage by recognizing its historical context, questioning stereotypes, listening to
indigenous voices, and appreciating the diversity and agency of indigenous peoples beyond romanticized

myths.

Additional Resources

Myth of the Noble Savage: Unpacking a Controversial Cultural Construct

myth of the noble savage is a term that has captured the imagination of philosophers, writers, and social
theorists for centuries. It refers to an idealized concept of indigenous peoples or “savages” as inherently
pure, innocent, and uncorrupted by the complexities and corruptions of civilization. This romanticized
image, however, is far from a neutral or accurate portrayal. Instead, it functions as a cultural myth with
deep historical roots and significant implications for anthropology, colonialism, and contemporary discourse

on indigenous identity.

Origins and Historical Context of the Myth of the Noble Savage

The phrase “noble savage” did not originate in a single text or moment but emerged gradually during the
European Enlightenment, a period marked by dramatic shifts in philosophy, science, and perceptions of
humanity. Early thinkers such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau popularized ideas related to this myth, although
Rousseau himself never used the exact term. He posited that humans in their natural state were essentially

good and that society and civilization introduced inequality and moral decay.

This notion contrasted sharply with prevailing views during earlier colonial encounters, which often
depicted indigenous peoples as barbaric, uncivilized, or even subhuman. The myth of the noble savage,
therefore, served as a counterpoint—an imagined purity lost amidst the trappings of modern life. It was a
powerful rhetorical device that influenced literature, art, and political thought, shaping European attitudes

towards colonized peoples and the “untamed” world.

Philosophical Underpinnings and Popularization

Philosophers like Rousseau contributed significantly to the myth’s appeal by framing civilization as a
corrupting force and the “natural man” as unspoiled by societal vice. This was part of a broader critique of

European society, highlighting the moral and social failings of the so-called “advanced” world.



The myth gained further traction in literary works, travel narratives, and ethnographic accounts that often
depicted indigenous communities as living in harmonious balance with nature, free from greed, envy, or
cruelty. These descriptions, however, were frequently based on limited observations, stereotypes, or

outright fabrications rather than rigorous empirical study.

Analyzing the Impact and Implications of the Myth

The myth of the noble savage has had a complex and often contradictory influence on both Western
thought and indigenous peoples themselves. While it ostensibly elevates indigenous cultures, it also

simplifies and essentializes them, reducing diverse and dynamic societies to a single, static trope.

Positive and Negative Dimensions

e Pros: The myth has sometimes been used to challenge Eurocentric narratives of progress and

superiority, advocating for respect for indigenous ways of life and environmental stewardship.

¢ Cons: It perpetuates stereotypes that deny indigenous peoples agency and complexity, framing them

as childlike or incapable of modern governance and innovation.

By casting indigenous peoples as “noble” but ultimately primitive, the myth can justify paternalistic policies
or neocolonial attitudes, implying that these groups need guidance or protection from outsiders. This

dynamic undercuts authentic self-determination and perpetuates unequal power relations.

Contemporary Relevance and Critiques

In modern anthropology and indigenous studies, the myth of the noble savage has been rigorously
critiqued for its essentialism and ethnocentrism. Scholars emphasize the importance of understanding
indigenous peoples on their own terms, recognizing cultural diversity, historical change, and political

complexity.

Moreover, the myth’s persistence in popular culture—through films, books, and political rhetoric—raises
questions about ongoing misunderstandings and misrepresentations. It often obscures real issues such as land
rights, cultural survival, and political sovereignty by reducing indigenous struggles to a nostalgic fantasy

rather than addressing contemporary realities.



Comparative Perspectives: Myth of the Noble Savage vs. Other
Cultural Tropes

Understanding the myth of the noble savage also benefits from comparison with other cultural stereotypes

and myths that have shaped cross-cultural perceptions.

The “White Man’s Burden” and the Civilizing Mission

Opposite to the noble savage trope is the idea embedded in colonial ideology known as the “white man’s
burden,” which framed Western powers as bearers of civilization and progress to “uncivilized” peoples.
These competing narratives reflect the ambivalence and contradictions inherent in colonial

discourse—simultaneously idealizing and denigrating the colonized.

Modern Romanticism vs. Scientific Anthropology

‘While romanticized portrayals of indigenous peoples emphasize harmony and simplicity, scientific
anthropology aims for nuanced, evidence-based understandings. The tension between these approaches

highlights broader debates about representation, power, and knowledge production.

Key Features and Persistent Myths Embedded in the Noble

Savage Concept

e Innate Goodness: The assumption that humans in their natural state are inherently virtuous and

peaceful.

e Harmony with Nature: Depictions of indigenous peoples as living sustainably and respectfully with

the environment.
¢ Primitivism: Viewing indigenous societies as static, unchanging, and technologically undeveloped.

¢ Innocence and Naivety: The portrayal of indigenous peoples as childlike or lacking in political and

social complexity.



These features, while occasionally highlighting positive values, ultimately flatten diverse human

experiences and obscure historical realities.

The Role of Media and Literature in Perpetuating the Myth

From early travel diaries to contemporary cinema, media representations have played a crucial role in
spreading and sustaining the myth of the noble savage. Films often depict indigenous characters as wise
elders or mystical “guardians of nature,” reinforcing simplistic narratives that appeal emotionally but lack

factual grounding.

Writers and artists have also grappled with this trope, sometimes challenging it and other times reinforcing
it. This ongoing cultural dialogue reflects the myth’s deep entrenchment in Western imagination and its

resilience despite critical scholarship.

Conclusion: Navigating Between Myth and Reality

The myth of the noble savage remains a potent and controversial concept. While it emerged as a critique of
Western civilization and a romantic idealization of indigenous peoples, it ultimately imposes limiting
stereotypes that do not withstand critical scrutiny. Recognizing the myth’s origins, features, and impacts is
essential for fostering more accurate, respectful, and complex understandings of indigenous cultures and

histories.

As societies continue to reckon with colonial legacies and strive for decolonization, moving beyond the
myth of the noble savage involves embracing indigenous voices and experiences on their own
terms—acknowledging both challenges and strengths without resorting to reductive or nostalgic imagery.
This approach supports a more just and informed global discourse, where cultural diversity is appreciated in

its full richness and complexity.
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others over the years. That the concept of the Noble Savage was first invented by Rousseau in the
mid-eighteenth century in order to glorify the natural life is easily refuted ...

myth of the noble savage: Myth of the Noble Savage: Myth and Reality Kerry Bolton,
2004-06-01

myth of the noble savage: The Myth of the Noble Savage , 2001 Ellingson's narrative
follows the career of anthropologist John Crawfurd, whose political ambition and racist agenda were
well served by his construction of what was manifestly a myth of savage nobility. Generations of
anthropologists have accepted the existence of the myth as fact, and Ellingson makes clear the
extent to which the misdirection implicit in this circumstance can enter into struggles over human
rights and racial equality.

myth of the noble savage: The Noble Savage Kerry Raymond Bolton, 2003

myth of the noble savage: European Images of the Americas and the Classical Tradition
Wolfgang Haase, Reinhold Meyer, 2011-08-02 No detailed description available for European
Images of the Americas and the Classical Tradition.

myth of the noble savage: Constant Battles Steven A. LeBlanc, Katherine E. Register,
2013-07-23 With armed conflict in the Persian Gulf now upon us, Harvard archaeologist Steven
LeBlanc takes a long-term view of the nature and roots of war, presenting a controversial thesis: The
notion of the noble savage living in peace with one another and in harmony with nature is a fantasy.
In Constant Battles: The Myth of the Peaceful, Noble Savage, LeBlanc contends that warfare and
violent conflict have existed throughout human history, and that humans have never lived in
ecological balance with nature. The start of the second major U.S. military action in the Persian Gulf,
combined with regular headlines about spiraling environmental destruction, would tempt anyone to
conclude that humankind is fast approaching a catastrophic end. But as LeBlanc brilliantly argues,
the archaeological record shows that the warfare and ecological destruction we find today fit into
patterns of human behavior that have gone on for millions of years. Constant Battles surveys human
history in terms of social organization-from hunter gatherers, to tribal agriculturalists, to more
complex societies. LeBlanc takes the reader on his own digs around the world -- from New Guinea to
the Southwestern U.S. to Turkey -- to show how he has come to discover warfare everywhere at
every time. His own fieldwork combined with his archaeological, ethnographic, and historical
research, presents a riveting account of how, throughout human history, people always have
outgrown the carrying capacity of their environment, which has led to war. Ultimately, though,
LeBlanc's point of view is reassuring and optimistic. As he explains the roots of warfare in human
history, he also demonstrates that warfare today has far less impact than it did in the past. He also
argues that, as awareness of these patterns and the advantages of modern technology increase, so
does our ability to avoid war in the future.

myth of the noble savage: Seven Myths of Native American History Paul Jentz, 2018-03-02
Seven Myths of Native American History will provide undergraduates and general readers with a
very useful introduction to Native America past and present. Jentz identifies the origins and
remarkable staying power of these myths at the same time he exposes and dismantles them. —Colin
G. Calloway, Dartmouth College

myth of the noble savage: Myth in the Modern World David Whitt, John Perlich, 2014-05-01
Ubiquitous and enduring, myths are an inherent part of culture. These 10 essays explore the role of
myth in the modern world, delving not only into science fiction and fantasy, but also into sport,
terrorist rhetoric and television. Contributors contemplate the changing face of the hero in Breaking
Bad, Justified and the Japanese film trilogy 20th Century Boys; explore ideology in George R.R.
Martin's A Song of Fire and Ice novels and the HBO series Game of Thrones, Showtime's The L
Word, and The Day the Earth Stood Still; and examine Al Qaeda's use of myth to justify its violent
actions. Other essays consider the hero ideal in sport, the wolf myth in Twilight and the comic
persona of Hercules in the Travel Channel series Man v. Food. The power of myth, this volume
reveals, extends beyond ancient stories of gods and heroes to express the hopes, fears and reality of
everyday life.




myth of the noble savage: Crafting "the Indian" Petra Tjitske Kalshoven, 2012 Expanded
version of the author's thesis (doctoral)--McGill University, 2006.

myth of the noble savage: The Mythic Indian James Boucher, 2024-05-29 The Mythic Indian:
The Native in French and Québécois Cultural Imaginaries charts a genealogy of French and
Québécois visions of the Amerindian. Tracing an evolution of paradigms from the sixteenth century
to present, it examines how the myths of the Noble, Ignoble, and Ecological Savage as well as the
Vanishing Indian and Going Native inform a variety of discourses and ways of thinking about
Amerindian cultures. By analyzing mythic depictions of the Native Figure that originate at first
contacts, this book demonstrates that an inextricable link exists between discourses as disparate as
literature and science. This book will be of interest to scholars in French Studies, Francophone
Studies, Indigenous Studies, Hemispheric Studies, Social Sciences, and Literary Studies.

myth of the noble savage: Race and the Unconscious Fanny Brewster, 2023-06-30 Race and
the Unconscious engages the archetypal African consciousness that enriches our knowledge
regarding the foundational mythopoetic of Africanist dreaming. Featuring crucial historical context,
Jungian and post-Jungian theory, clinical case studies, and dream series interpretations, the book
offers readers a rich framework for exploring and understanding the language, images, and symbols
of African and African American dreamlife. It expands the modern understanding of dreaming with
the inclusion of Africanist perspectives, philosophy, and mythology while emphasizing the potential
for and process of psychological healing through dreamwork. Race and the Unconscious is a
must-read for Jungian analysts and analytical psychologists in practice and in training, as well as
anyone interested in understanding psychological processes inclusive of those of African descent
and their culture, including academics and students of sociology, anthropology, African American
studies, and African diaspora studies.

myth of the noble savage: Palimpsests in Ethnic and Postcolonial Literature and Culture
Yiorgos D. Kalogeras, Johanna C. Kardux, Monika Mueller, Jopi Nyman, 2021-01-28 This volume
explores ways in which the literary trope of the palimpsest can be applied to ethnic and postcolonial
literary and cultural studies. Based on contemporary theories of the palimpsest, the innovative
chapters reveal hidden histories and uncover relationships across disciplines and seemingly
unconnected texts. The contributors focus on diverse forms of the palimpsest: the incarceration of
Native Americans in military forts and their response to the elimination of their cultures; mnemonic
novels that rework the politics and poetics of the Black Atlantic; the urban palimpsests of Rio de
Janeiro, Marseille, Johannesburg, and Los Angeles that reveal layers of humanity with disparities in
origin, class, religion, and chronology; and the palimpsestic configurations of mythologies and
religions that resist strict cultural distinctions and argue against cultural relativism.

myth of the noble savage: The Americas in Early Modern Political Theory Stephanie B.
Martens, 2016-05-31 This book examines early modern social contract theories within European
representations of the Americas in the 16th and 17th century. Despite addressing the Americas only
marginally, social contract theories transformed American social imaginaries prevalent at the time
into Aboriginality, allowing for the emergence of the idea of civilization and the possibility for
diverse discourses of Aboriginalism leading to excluding and discriminatory forms of subjectivity,
citizenship, and politics. What appears then is a form of Aboriginalism pitting the
American/Aboriginal other against the nascent idea of civilization. The legacy of this political
construction of difference is essential to contemporary politics in settler societies. The author shows
the intellectual processes behind this assignation and its role in modern political theory, still bearing
consequences today. The way one conceives of citizenship and sovereignty underlies some of the
difficulties settler societies have in accommodating Indigenous claims for recognition and
self-government.

myth of the noble savage: The Noble Savage Stelio Cro, 2006-01-01 Stelio Cro’s revealing
work, arising from his more than half dozen previous books, considers the eighteenth-century
Enlightenment in the context of the European experience with, and reaction to, the cultures of
America’s original inhabitants. Taking into account Spanish, Italian, French, and English sources,



the author describes how the building materials for Rousseau’s allegory of the Noble Savage came
from the early Spanish chroniclers of the discovery and conquest of America, the Jesuit Relations of
the Paraguay Missions (a Utopia in its own right), the Essais of Montaigne, Italian Humanism,
Shakespeare’s Tempest, writers of Spain’s Golden Age, Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, and the European
philosophes.

myth of the noble savage: When Rights Embrace Responsibilities Giulia Sajeva, 2018-04-16
The conservation of environment and the protection of human rights are two of the most compelling
needs of our time. Unfortunately, they are not always easy to combine and too often result in mutual
harm. This book analyses the idea of biocultural rights as a proposal for harmonizing the needs of
environmental and human rights. These rights, considered as a basket of group rights, are those
deemed necessary to protect the stewardship role that certain indigenous peoples and local
communities have played towards the environment. With a view to understanding the value and
merits, as well as the threats that biocultural rights entail, the book critically assesses their
foundations, content, and implications, and develops new perspectives and ideas concerning their
potential applicability for promoting the socio-economic interests of indigenous people and local
communities. It further explores the controversial relationship of interdependence and conflict
between conservation of environment and protection of human rights.

myth of the noble savage: Aggression in Humans and Other Primates Hans-Henning Kortim,
Jurgen Heinze, 2012-12-19 In this work aggression and conflict in man and other primates are
interpreted in the light of evolutionary biology and game theory models. Unitl now interdisciplinary
collaboration between the humanities and the natural sciences has been rare and hampered by
different methodologies and terminology. Nevertheless, such cooperation is essential for elucidating
the causes and consequences of aggression in humans and in explaining what shape aggression
takes in particular situations. The aim of this volume is to present empirical and theoretical studies
from biologists and social scientists to create an interdisciplinary framework for understanding
aggression.

myth of the noble savage: Education in the Comanche Nation Linda Sue Warner,
2016-02-05 This collection delivers an altogether unique perspective of research on American
Indian/Alaska Native education policy and practice by creating a cultural lens, framed as tribal core
values, to allow readers to rethink research on and about tribal populations. The policies that affect
American Indian education often create a disconnect between an general educational hegemonic
mandate of one size fits all and the deeply held cultural beliefs of American Indian/Alaska Native
peoples. This book provides current thinking about both policies and processes that support native
ways of knowing and how tribal incorporation of values support the resiliency that characterizes the
United States’ first peoples. It considers a range of issues, including the relationship between Native
American fathers and daughter, how Habermasian theory applies to Native American education
policy and the experiences of Indian college students in predominately white institutions. This book
was originally published as a special issue of the International Journal of Qualitative Studies in
Education.

myth of the noble savage: Resilience, Reciprocity and Ecological Economics Ronald
Trosper, 2009-02-03 How did one group of indigenous societies, on the Northwest Coast of North
America, manage to live sustainably with their ecosystems for over two thousand years? Can the
answer to this question inform the current debate about sustainability in today’s social ecological
systems? The answer to the first question involves identification of the key institutions that
characterized those societies. It also involves explaining why these institutions, through their
interactions with each other and with the non-human components, provided both sustainability and
its necessary corollary, resilience. Answering the second question involves investigating ways in
which key features of today’s social ecological systems can be changed to move toward
sustainability, using some of the rules that proved successful on the Northwest Coast of North
America. Ronald L. Trosper shows how human systems connect environmental ethics and
sustainable ecological practices through institutions.



myth of the noble savage: The State of Nature: Histories of an Idea , 2021-12-13 Listen to the
New Books Network Podcast! The phrase, “state of nature”, has been used over centuries to
describe the uncultivated state of lands and animals, nudity, innocence, heaven and hell, interstate
relations, and the locus of pre- and supra-political rights, such as the right to resistance, to property,
to create and leave polities, and the freedom of religion, speech, and opinion, which may be
reactivated or reprioritised when the polity and its laws fail. Combining intellectual history with
current concerns, this volume brings together fourteen essays on the past, present and possible
future applications of the legal fiction known as the state of nature. Contributors are: Daniel S.
Allemann, Pamela Edwards, Ioannis D. Evrigenis, Mary C. Fuller, David Singh Grewal, Francesca
Turlaro, Edward ]. Kolla, Laszl6 Kontler, Grant S. McCall, Emile Simpson,Tom Sparks, Benjamin
Straumann, Karl Widerquist, Sarah Winter, and Simone Zurbuchen.

myth of the noble savage: Epistemologies of African Conflicts Z. Wai, 2012-12-05 This
book offers a bold, ground-breaking epistemological critique of the dominant discourses on African
conflicts. Based on a painstaking study of the ways in which the Sierra Leone civil war has been
interpreted, it considers how Africa is constructed as a site of knowledge and the implications that
this has for the continent and its people.
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Constant Battles: The Myth of the Peaceful, Noble Savage (Publishers Weekly22y) In this
detailed if strident book, Harvard archaeologist LeBlanc and his co-author dismantle the notion of
the noble savage, a myth that ""implies that if we can justremember our ancient abilities
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