languages in south america map

Languages in South America Map: Exploring the Linguistic Diversity of the Continent

languages in south america map provide a fascinating window into the rich cultural
and historical tapestry of the continent. When you look at a map highlighting the
languages spoken across South America, you don’t just see geographical boundaries—you
witness centuries of migration, colonization, indigenous heritage, and cultural blending.
This linguistic mosaic is as diverse as the continent’s landscapes, from the Andes
mountains to the Amazon rainforest, reflecting a vibrant, evolving human story.

Understanding the Languages in South America
Map

A languages in South America map typically illustrates the distribution of the predominant
languages spoken in each country and region. Unlike continents such as Europe, where a
few dominant languages are widespread, South America hosts an intriguing blend of
languages that includes European colonial tongues, indigenous languages, and creoles.
The map visually conveys where Spanish, Portuguese, Quechua, Guarani, and other
languages thrive, offering insights into regional identities.

The Dominance of Spanish and Portuguese

Spanish and Portuguese are by far the most widely spoken languages in South America, a
direct result of the Spanish and Portuguese colonial empires that shaped the continent’s
history from the 15th century onward.

- **Spanish** is the official language in most South American countries, including
Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Peru, and Venezuela. It is the mother tongue of the majority
population in these countries and serves as the lingua franca for commerce, education,
and government.

- **Portuguese** is primarily spoken in Brazil, the largest country in South America by
area and population. Brazil’s linguistic identity is unique in the continent because it is the
only Portuguese-speaking nation, which sets it apart culturally and linguistically from its
neighbors.

When looking at a languages in South America map, these two languages cover the bulk of

the continent, painting it in shades of Spanish and Portuguese. However, this map only
tells part of the story.

Indigenous Languages: The Heartbeat of South



America

One of the most captivating aspects of the linguistic landscape in South America is the
survival and continued use of indigenous languages. Long before European colonization,
countless indigenous communities across the continent spoke their own languages, many
of which remain alive to this day.

Quechua: The Language of the Inca Empire

Quechua is one of the most widely spoken indigenous languages, particularly in the
Andean region. Predominantly found in Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, and parts of Colombia and
Argentina, Quechua was the lingua franca of the Inca Empire and still boasts millions of
speakers today.

A languages in South America map will show Quechua concentrated around the Andes
mountains, highlighting its importance in rural communities and highland areas. The
language is recognized officially in several countries, reflecting efforts to preserve and
promote indigenous culture.

Guarani: More Than Just a Language

Guarani stands out as one of the few indigenous languages in the Americas that holds
official status alongside a European language—in this case, Spanish in Paraguay. The
languages in South America map will depict Guarani’s presence primarily in Paraguay and
parts of Bolivia, Argentina, and Brazil.

Guarani is unique because it is spoken by a majority of Paraguay’s population, including
non-indigenous people, and is integrated into everyday communication, education, and
media. This demonstrates the enduring influence and vitality of indigenous languages in
South America.

Other Indigenous Languages to Know

While Quechua and Guarani are the most prominent, the continent is home to hundreds of
other indigenous languages, many of which are endangered but culturally significant.
Some of these include:

- *Aymara**: Spoken around Lake Titicaca in Bolivia and Peru.

- *Mapudungun**: Language of the Mapuche people in Chile and Argentina.

- *Wayuu**: Found in northern Colombia and Venezuela.

- **Tupi-Guarani languages**: Distributed across Brazil and neighboring countries.

A detailed languages in South America map often highlights pockets where these
languages remain the primary means of communication, especially in remote or rural



areas.

The Role of Creole and Other Languages

Beyond the dominant European and indigenous languages, South America also features a
handful of creole languages and immigrant languages that add to its linguistic richness.

Creole Languages

In regions with a history of African slavery and cultural mixing, creole languages have
emerged as unique linguistic blends. For example, in parts of the Guianas (though
technically in the northern part of South America), you find languages like Sranan Tongo
in Suriname.

While the languages in South America map often focus on Spanish and Portuguese-
speaking countries, acknowledging these creole languages helps paint a fuller picture of
the continent’s diversity.

Immigrant Languages

South America has seen waves of immigration from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.
This has resulted in communities where languages like Italian, German, Arabic, Japanese,
and others are spoken, especially in cities and certain regions.

Brazil, Argentina, and Chile, for instance, have sizeable immigrant populations that have
maintained their linguistic heritage through generations, adding further layers to the
continent’s linguistic landscape.

Why the Languages in South America Map
Matters

A languages in South America map is not just a tool for language learners or
travelers—it’s a vital resource for understanding the continent’s cultural dynamics. Here’s
why:

- **Cultural Preservation**: Highlighting indigenous languages on the map raises
awareness about their importance and the need for preservation efforts.

- **Educational Planning**: Governments and educators use linguistic maps to develop
inclusive curricula that respect and promote multilingualism.

- **Travel and Communication**: For travelers and expatriates, knowing which languages
dominate different regions helps in planning effective communication strategies.

- **Economic and Political Insights**: Language distribution often overlaps with economic



activity, political power centers, and social identities, providing a deeper understanding of
regional dynamics.

Tips for Using a Languages in South America Map

If you're interested in studying or traveling in South America, here are some helpful
pointers when consulting a linguistic map:

1. **Look Beyond National Borders**: Languages don’t always align neatly with country
boundaries. Indigenous languages often span multiple countries.

2. **Consider Urban vs. Rural Differences**: Indigenous languages tend to be stronger in
rural areas, while Spanish and Portuguese dominate cities.

3. **Check for Official Language Status**: Some countries officially recognize indigenous
languages, affecting education and media.

4. **Use Updated Maps**: Linguistic landscapes can change due to migration, education
policies, and language shift. Always seek the most current maps and data.

Final Thoughts on South America’s Linguistic
Tapestry

Exploring a languages in South America map reveals much more than where people speak
Spanish or Portuguese. It uncovers the continent’s layered history, the resilience of
indigenous cultures, and the ongoing evolution of language as a living, breathing element
of identity. Whether you're a linguist, a traveler, or just curious, diving into this colorful
linguistic world offers endless discoveries and a deeper appreciation for South America’s
vibrant diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most widely spoken languages in South
America according to the map?

The most widely spoken languages in South America are Spanish and Portuguese, with
Spanish being dominant in most countries and Portuguese primarily spoken in Brazil.

Which South American country predominantly speaks
Portuguese as shown on the language map?

Brazil is the only South American country where Portuguese is the predominant language,
as indicated on the language map.



Are there any indigenous languages highlighted on the
South America language map?

Yes, the map often highlights indigenous languages such as Quechua, Guarani, and
Aymara, which are spoken in specific regions across countries like Peru, Bolivia, and
Paraguay.

How does the language distribution in South America
reflect its colonial history?

The language distribution shows Spanish and Portuguese dominance due to colonization
by Spain and Portugal, while indigenous languages persist in certain areas, reflecting the
continent's diverse cultural heritage.

Which South American country has Guarani recognized
as an official language alongside Spanish?

Paraguay recognizes Guarani as an official language alongside Spanish, making it unique
in South America.

Does the language map of South America show any
countries with multiple official languages?

Yes, countries like Bolivia and Paraguay have multiple official languages, including
indigenous languages, as shown on the language map.

Additional Resources

Languages in South America Map: An Analytical Overview of Linguistic Diversity

languages in south america map reveal a complex tapestry of tongues that reflect the
continent’s rich cultural heritage and colonial history. From the dominant Romance
languages inherited from European colonizers to the vibrant indigenous languages that
continue to thrive, South America presents a fascinating case study in linguistic diversity.
Understanding the geographical distribution of these languages through maps not only
provides insights into historical migration and colonization patterns but also highlights
ongoing challenges and efforts in language preservation and education.

Mapping the Linguistic Landscape of South
America

A languages in South America map primarily illustrates the dominance of Spanish and
Portuguese, the two most widely spoken languages across the continent. Portuguese takes
precedence in Brazil, the largest country in South America by both area and population,



while Spanish predominates in most other countries. However, beneath this broad
categorization lies a rich complexity of indigenous and immigrant languages that shape
regional identities.

The map typically shows Portuguese covering the entirety of Brazil, encompassing over
210 million people. Spanish, by contrast, spans multiple countries including Argentina,
Colombia, Peru, Venezuela, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, Paraguay, and Uruguay. In terms of
speaker numbers, Spanish accounts for roughly 60% of the continent’s population, while
Portuguese speakers make up about 35%. Other languages fill in the remaining 5%,
including indigenous languages and immigrant tongues such as English, Dutch, French,
and various Asian languages.

Indigenous Languages: Persistence and Decline

One of the most striking features of a languages in South America map is the presence of
indigenous languages, many of which have survived centuries of colonization and cultural
assimilation. Countries like Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, and Paraguay display significant
indigenous language usage on the map.

In Bolivia, for example, Quechua and Aymara are official languages alongside Spanish,
with millions of speakers concentrated in the Andean highlands. The languages in South
America map reveals that Quechua is widespread across Peru and parts of Ecuador as
well, reflecting the historical reach of the Inca Empire. Guarani, another prominent
indigenous language, holds official status in Paraguay and is spoken by a large portion of
the population, making Paraguay unique in its bilingual nature.

While these languages remain vital in rural and indigenous communities, many others are
endangered or have already vanished. The languages in South America map often uses
shading or additional markers to indicate regions where indigenous speech is either
dominant or in decline. Efforts to revitalize these languages through education and media
are ongoing, but challenges such as urban migration and globalization pose significant
threats.

Colonial and Immigrant Influences on Language
Distribution

Beyond the Iberian languages, South America’s linguistic map includes pockets of other
European languages, primarily due to historical immigration waves and colonial legacies.
English, Dutch, and French appear predominantly in the northern regions of the continent
and its offshore territories.

The Guianas—comprising Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana—stand out as exceptions
to the Spanish-Portuguese dominance. Guyana’s official language is English, Suriname'’s is
Dutch, and French Guiana uses French. These countries’ languages on the map highlight
the colonial history of Britain, the Netherlands, and France, respectively.



Additionally, immigrant languages such as Italian, German, and Japanese have influenced
certain regions, especially in southern Brazil and Argentina. These linguistic enclaves,
while not dominant on a continental scale, contribute to the cultural mosaic of South
America and occasionally appear on detailed regional language maps.

The Role of Creole and Pidgin Languages

Languages in South America map also account for creole and pidgin languages, especially
in coastal and riverine areas where diverse populations have historically interacted. For
instance, Palenquero in Colombia and various Afro-Portuguese creoles in Brazil reflect the
African diaspora’s linguistic impact. These languages often blend elements of African,
European, and indigenous tongues, symbolizing complex social histories.

While these languages tend to have fewer speakers and less formal recognition, they are
crucial for understanding the full linguistic spectrum of the continent. Their presence on
language maps emphasizes the multicultural and multiethnic fabric of South America.

Language Policies and Their Impact on Linguistic
Geography

The languages in South America map is not static; it evolves in response to political
decisions, language policies, and social movements. Several nations have adopted
multilingual policies to recognize indigenous languages officially, affecting education
systems and public administration.

Bolivia’s 2009 constitution is a landmark example, recognizing 36 official languages,
including Spanish and numerous indigenous tongues. This policy has encouraged the use
of indigenous languages in schools and government, fostering linguistic diversity and
cultural pride.

Similarly, Peru and Ecuador have incorporated bilingual education programs aiming to
preserve Quechua and other native languages. These initiatives influence the linguistic
map by potentially increasing the visibility and speaker base of indigenous languages in
urban and rural areas alike.

However, challenges remain. Spanish and Portuguese dominate media, commerce, and
politics, often overshadowing minority languages. The languages in South America map
therefore not only documents current linguistic realities but also symbolizes ongoing
struggles for cultural representation and language rights.

Technological Advances and Their Influence on
Language Mapping

Modern technology has revolutionized how languages in South America map are created



and interpreted. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and digital mapping platforms
allow linguists and policymakers to analyze language distribution with unprecedented
precision.

These tools facilitate the identification of linguistic hotspots, regions at risk of language
loss, and areas where multilingual education might be most effective. For example,
satellite data combined with census information can pinpoint remote indigenous
communities, helping target language preservation efforts.

Furthermore, interactive language maps available online engage the public and
researchers alike, raising awareness about South America’s linguistic diversity. The
integration of demographic trends and language vitality indicators makes these maps
dynamic resources for cultural and linguistic studies.

Implications of Linguistic Diversity for Society
and Economy

The distribution of languages across South America, as depicted on language maps, has
profound implications beyond mere communication. Linguistic diversity influences
education, governance, social inclusion, and economic development.

Multilingual populations often require tailored education systems that can accommodate
different mother tongues, impacting literacy rates and educational outcomes.
Governments must balance the need for a common national language with the rights of
indigenous and minority language speakers.

Economically, language diversity can be both an asset and a challenge. While
multilingualism can open doors to tourism and cultural industries, it may complicate
administrative processes and national integration if not managed inclusively.

The languages in South America map, therefore, serves as a tool for policymakers to
understand these dynamics and craft strategies that embrace linguistic plurality while
fostering cohesion.

Comparative Perspectives: South America vs. Other
Continents

When compared to other continents, South America’s linguistic landscape is unique in its
combination of dominant colonial languages and persistent indigenous languages. Unlike
North America, where English predominates and indigenous languages are highly
endangered, South America still maintains pockets of indigenous languages with millions
of speakers.

Similarly, Africa’s linguistic diversity is far greater in terms of the number of languages,
but South America’s blend of European and indigenous languages presents a different set
of social and political challenges. The languages in South America map thus provides a



useful point of comparison for linguists and anthropologists studying language
maintenance and shift worldwide.

In contrast, Europe’s linguistic map is characterized by numerous national languages with
official status, whereas South America’s map is more centralized around two major
languages alongside smaller indigenous languages, reflecting different historical
trajectories.

The languages in South America map offers a valuable lens through which to view the
continent’s rich linguistic heritage, revealing patterns of dominance, survival, and change.
As South America continues to evolve socially and politically, its linguistic geography will
remain a dynamic and insightful field of study.

Languages In South America Map
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explore the history and structure of these languages, combining insights from archaeology and
genetics with innovative linguistic analysis. The book aims to uncover regional patterns and
potential deeper genealogical relations between the languages. Based on a large-scale database of
features from sixty languages, the book analyses major language families such as Tupian and
Arawakan, as well as the Quechua/Aymara complex in the Andes, the Isthmo-Colombian region and
the Andean foothills. It explores the effects of historical change in different grammatical systems
and fills gaps in the World Atlas of Language Structures (WALS) database, where South American
languages are underrepresented. An important resource for students and researchers interested in
linguistics, anthropology and language evolution.

languages in south america map: Language Change in South American Indian
Languages Mary Ritchie Key, 2016-11-11 South American Indian Languages are a particularly rich
field for comparative study, and this book brings together some of the finest scholarship now being
done in that area.

languages in south america map: The World Atlas of Language Structures Martin
Haspelmath, 2005-07-21 The World Atlas of Language Structures is a book and CD combination
displaying the structural properties of the world's languages. 142 world maps and numerous
regional maps - all in colour - display the geographical distribution of features of pronunciation and
grammar, such as number of vowels, tone systems, gender, plurals, tense, word order, and body part
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together provide an indispensable source of information for linguists and others seeking to
understand human languages.The Atlas will be especially valuable for linguistic typologists,
grammatical theorists, historical and comparative linguists, and for those studying a region such as
Africa, Southeast Asia, North America, Australia, and Europe. It will also interest anthropologists
and geographers. More than fifty authors from many different countries have collaborated to
produce a work that sets new standards in comparative linguistics. No institution involved in
language research can afford to bewithout it.

languages in south america map: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher
Moseley, 2018-04-19 Before the first appearance of the Atlas of the World's Languages in 1993, all
the world's languages had never been accurately and completely mapped. The Atlas depicts the
location of every known living language, including languages on the point of extinction. This fully
revised edition of the Atlas offers: up-to-date research, some from fieldwork in early 2006 a general
linguistic history of each section an overview of the genetic relations of the languages in each
section statistical and sociolinguistic information a large number of new or completely updated maps
further reading and a bibliography for each section a cross-referenced language index of over 6,000
languages. Presenting contributions from international scholars, covering over 6,000 languages and
containing over 150 full-colour maps, the Atlas of the World's Languages is the definitive reference
resource for every linguistic and reference library.

languages in south america map: The Indigenous Languages of the Americas Lyle
Campbell, 2024 The Indigenous Languages of the Americas: History and Classification is about the
American Indian languages, all the Indigenous languages of the Americas. It takes stock of what is
known about the history and classification of these languages and language families. It identifies the
gaps in knowledge and puts them into perspective, and it assesses differences of opinion. It also
resolves some issues and make new contributions of its own. The book deals incisively with the
major themes involving these languages, with the classification and history of the Indigenous
languages of North American, Middle American (Mexico and Central America), and South American;
with difficulties involving names of the languages; origins of the languages of the New World;
unclassified, phantom, fake, and spurious languages in the Americas; recent hypotheses of remote
linguistic relationships; the linguistic areas of the Americas; contact languages, including pidgins,
lingua francas, and mixed languages; and loanwords and other new words in the native languages of
the Americas--

languages in south america map: Classification of South American Indian Languages Cestmir
Loukotka, Johannes Wilbert, 1968

languages in south america map: Atlas of Languages of Intercultural Communication in the
Pacific, Asia, and the Americas Stephen A. Wurm, Peter Muhlhausler, Darrell T. Tryon, 2011-02-11
“An absolutely unique work in linguistics publishing - full of beautiful maps and authoritative
accounts of well-known and little-known language encounters. Essential reading (and map-viewing)
for students of language contact with a global perspective.” Prof. Dr. Martin Haspelmath,
Max-Planck-Institut fur Evolutionare Anthropologie The two text volumes cover a large geographical
area, including Australia, New Zealand, Melanesia, South -East Asia (Insular and Continental),
Oceania, the Philippines, Taiwan, Korea, Mongolia, Central Asia, the Caucasus Area, Siberia, Arctic
Areas, Canada, Northwest Coast and Alaska, United States Area, Mexico, Central America, and
South America. The Atlas is a detailed, far-reaching handbook of fundamental importance, dealing
with a large number of diverse fields of knowledge, with the reported facts based on sound scholarly
research and scientific findings, but presented in a form intelligible to non-specialists and educated
lay persons in general.

languages in south america map: Language Mapping Jurgen Erich Schmidt, 2011-03-30 The
Handbook of Language Mapping aims to explore the core methodological and theoretical
approaches of linguistic cartography. In both empirical and theoretical linguistics, the spatial
variation of language is of increasing interest and the visualization of language in space is therefore
also of growing significance. It is the precondition for correct data interpretation. But how does it




work? What has to be considered when drawing a map? And how has the problem been tackled so
far? This book provides answers to such questions by taking a closer look at the theoretical issues
surrounding cartography and at the concrete practice of mapping. The fundamental issues raised
are addressed particularly well, since linguistic geography is not only one of the domains with a
lengthy tradition, it is also one of the most progressive fields in linguistics. At the same time,
because of their visual primacy, linguistic maps directly confront the challenges of human
perception and aesthetics. In this context, envisioning the fruits of language mapping is a fascinating
and inspiring endeavor, not just for experts. With its accessible texts and wealth of full-color images,
the handbook not only represents a comprehensive manual serving the interests of a variety of
readers, it also fills a gap in the ongoing linguistic discourse.

languages in south america map: Linguistics and Archaeology in the Americas Eithne B.
Carlin, Simon van de Kerke, 2010-05-03 The contributors to this volume, an international group of
leading specialists, guide us through different aspects of the study of Amerindian languages and
societies that lie at the heart of the extensive and multi-facetted work of Willem Adelaar, the
forerunning specialist in Native American studies of Meso and South America, and Professor of
Amerindian Studies at Leiden University. The contributors focus on three larger regions, the Andes,
Amazonia, Meso-America and the Circum-Caribbean region, giving us a state of the art overview of
current linguistic and archaeological research trends that illuminate the dynamicity and historicity
of the Americas, in migratory movements, contact situations, grouping and re-grouping of identities
and the linguistic results thereof. This book is a must-have for all scholars of the American continent.

languages in south america map: Book of Peoples of the World Wade Davis, K. David
Harrison, Catherine Herbert Howell, 2007 From the foremost authority on history and civilization
comes the definitive guide to world cultures--showcasing human diversity in all its vast and startling
richness. 235 color photographs and 37 maps.

languages in south america map: Native Languages of the Americas Thomas Sebeok,
2013-11-11 Thirteen of the chapters that comprise the contents of this first volume of Native
Languages of the A mericas were originally commissioned by the undersigned in his capacity as
Editor of the fourteen volume series (1963-1976), Current Trends in Linguistics. All appeared, in
1973, under Part Three of the quadripartite Vol. 10, subtitled Linguistics in North America. Two
additional chaplers are being held over for the volume to follow shortly, devoted to Central and
South American lan guages and linguistics, where they more appropriately belong. A fourteenth
chapter, on the Historiography of native North A merican linguistics, was written similarly by
invitation, for Vol. 13, subtitled Historiography of Linguistics, published in 1975. Both Volumes 10
and 13 were jointly financed by the United States National Science Foundation and National
Endowment for the Humanities, with an enhancing contribution to the former by the Canada
Council. The generosity of these funding agencies was, of course, previously acknowledged in my
respective Editor's Introductions to the two books mentioned, but cannot be repeated too often:
without their welcome and timely assistance, the global project could scarcely have been realized on
so comprehensive a scale. The Current Trends in Linguistics series was a long-term venture of
Mouton Publishers, of The Hague, under the imaginative in-house direction of Peter de Rid der.
Various spin-offs were foreseen, and some of them happily realized.
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languages in south america map: Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger Christopher
Moseley, 2010-01-01 Languages are not only tools of communication, they also reflect a view of the
world. Languages are vehicles of value systems and cultural expressions and are an essential
component of the living heritage of humanity. Yet, many of them are in danger of disappearing.
UNESCO's Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger tries to raise awareness on language
endangerment. This third edition has been completely revised and expanded to include new series of
maps and new points of view.

languages in south america map: History of Linguistics, Vol. 2 Hans Aarsleff, Robert
Austerlitz, Dell Hymes, Edward Stankiewicz, 2021-03-22 No detailed description available for



History of Linguistics, Vol. 2.

languages in south america map: Methods of Teaching Modern Languages Charles Hart
Handschin, 1923 Introductory -- I. The scientific foundations of modern language teaching -- II.
Values and methods -- III. Skill, discipline, and enjoyment -- IV. Pronunciation -- V. Associating
symbols and meanings -- VI. Oral work -- VIII. Reading -- VIII. Writing -- IX. Grammar -- X. Realia --
XI. Teaching literature -- XII. Individual differences, and supervised study -- XIII. Reviews, tests, and
examinations -- XIV. Special problems -- XV. Problems of administration -- XVI. Teacher-training --
Appendix A. Bibliography of methods -- Appendix B. Resolutions and recommendations of modern
language teachers -- Appendix C. Syllabi of four-year courses -- Index.

languages in south america map: Quantitative Approaches to Linguistic Diversity Sgren
Wichmann, Anthony P. Grant, 2012-09-26 Quantitative methods in linguistics, which the protean
American structuralist linguist Morris Swadesh introduced in the 1950s, have become increasingly
popular and have opened the world of languages to interdisciplinary approaches. The papers
collected here are the work not only of descriptive and historical linguists, but also statisticians,
physicists and computer scientists. They demonstrate the application of quantitative methods to the
elucidation of linguistic prehistory on an unprecedented world-wide scale, providing cutting-edge
insights into issues of the linguistic correlates of subsistence strategies, rates of birth and extinction
of languages, lexical borrowability, the identification of language family homelands, the assessment
of genealogical relationships, and the development of new phylogenetic methods appropriate for
linguistic data. Originally published in Diachronica 27:2 (2010).

languages in south america map: Indian Languages of Mexico and Central America and Their
Geographical Distribution Cyrus Thomas, 1911

languages in south america map: Indigenous Language Revitalization in the Americas
Serafin M. Coronel-Molina, Teresa L. McCarty, 2016-04-28 Focusing on the Americas - home to 40
to 50 million Indigenous people - this book explores the history and current state of Indigenous
language revitalization across this vast region. Complementary chapters on the USA and Canada,
and Latin America and the Caribbean, offer a panoramic view while tracing nuanced trajectories of
top down (official) and bottom up (grass roots) language planning and policy initiatives. Authored by
leading Indigenous and non-Indigenous scholars, the book is organized around seven overarching
themes: Policy and Politics; Processes of Language Shift and Revitalization; The
Home-School-Community Interface; Local and Global Perspectives; Linguistic Human Rights;
Revitalization Programs and Impacts; New Domains for Indigenous Languages Providing a
comprehensive, hemisphere-wide scholarly and practical source, this singular collection
simultaneously fills a gap in the language revitalization literature and contributes to Indigenous
language revitalization efforts.

languages in south america map: Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume 5 Norman
A. McQuown, 1968-01-01 This volume, the fifth in the Handbook of Middle American Indians,
presents a summary of work accomplished since the Spanish conquest in the contemporary
description and historical reconstruction of the indigenous languages and language families of
Mexico and Central America. The essays include the following: “Inventory of Descriptive Materials”
by William Bright; “Inventory of Classificatory Materials” by Maria Teresa Fernandez de Miranda,
“Lexicostatistic Classification” by Morris Swadesh, “Systemic Comparison and Reconstruction” by
Robert Longacre, and “Environmental Correlational Studies” by Sarah C. Gudschinsky. Sketches of
Classical Nahuatl by Stanley Newman, Classical Yucatec Maya by Norman A. McQuown, and
Classical Quiché by Munro S. Edmonson provide working tools for tackling the voluminous early
postconquest texts in these languages of late preconquest empires (Aztec, Maya, Quiché). Further
sketches of Sierra Popoluca by Benjamin F. Elson, of Isthmus Zapotec by Velma B. Pickett, of
Huautla de Jiménez Mazatec by Eunice V. Pike, of Jiliapan Pame by Leonardo Manrique C., and of
Huamelultec Chontal by Viola Waterhouse—together with those of Nahuatl, Maya, and
Quiché—provide not only descriptive outlines of as many different linguistic structures but also
linguistic representatives of seven structurally different families of Middle American languages.




Miguel Léon-Portilla presents an outline of the relations between language and the culture of which
it is a part and provides examples of some of these relations as revealed by contemporary research
in indigenous Middle America. The volume editor, Norman A. McQuown (1914-2005), was Professor
of Anthropology at The University of Chicago. He formerly taught at Hunter College and served with
the Mexican Department of Indian Affairs. He carried out fieldwork with Totonac, Huastec,
Tzeltal-Tzotzil, Mame, and other tribes. The Handbook of Middle American Indians was assembled
and edited at the Middle American Research Institute of Tulane University with the assistance of
grants from the National Science Foundation and under the sponsorship of the National Research
Council Committee on Latin American Anthropology.

languages in south america map: Languages of the Amazon Aleksandra I[JU[Jr'evna
Aikhenval'd, 2012-05-17 This guide and introduction to the extraordinary range of languages in
Amazonia includes some of the most fascinating in the world and many of which are now teetering
on the edge of extinction.
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