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**A Short Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin: The Life of a Founding Father**

short autobiography of benjamin franklin offers a fascinating glimpse into the life of one of
America’s most influential founding fathers. Franklin was not just a statesman; he was an inventor,
writer, scientist, and philosopher, whose life story continues to inspire people around the world. His
journey from humble beginnings to becoming a pivotal figure in American history is both captivating
and instructive.

Early Life and Humble Beginnings

Benjamin Franklin was born on January 17, 1706, in Boston, Massachusetts, into a large family of
seventeen children. His father, Josiah Franklin, was a candle maker, and his mother, Abiah Folger, was
a homemaker. Growing up in a modest household, Franklin’s formal education was limited to just two
years of schooling. However, his voracious appetite for reading and self-learning quickly made up for
the lack of formal training.

At a young age, Franklin was apprenticed to his brother James, a printer, where he learned the
printing trade. This early exposure to the world of books and newspapers seeded his lifelong passion
for writing and publishing.

The Rise of a Printer and Writer

Franklin’s short autobiography reveals his early ventures as a printer and writer in Philadelphia, where
he moved at age 17. He quickly established himself as a skilled printer and opened his own printing
business. His wit and wisdom found their way into the pages of *The Pennsylvania Gazette*, one of
the colonies' most successful newspapers, which he eventually owned.

One of Franklin’s most famous literary contributions was *Poor Richard’s Almanack*, published under
the pseudonym “Richard Saunders.” This almanac was filled with witty aphorisms, practical advice,
and weather forecasts, making it wildly popular among colonists. His writing style was approachable
and engaging, which helped spread Enlightenment ideas across America.

Scientific Pursuits and Inventions

Benjamin Franklin was more than just a man of letters; he was a pioneering scientist and inventor. His
curiosity about the natural world led him to conduct experiments that shaped our understanding of
electricity. The famous kite experiment, where he flew a kite during a thunderstorm to prove that
lightning is electrical, remains legendary.

Franklin’s inventive mind also produced practical devices that improved everyday life. His inventions
include the lightning rod, bifocal glasses, and the Franklin stove, which was more efficient and safer
than other heating options of the time.



Civic Contributions and Public Service

Franklin’s autobiography highlights his deep commitment to public welfare. He was a true civic-
minded individual who believed in improving society through practical measures. He founded the first
public library in America, the Library Company of Philadelphia, and was instrumental in establishing
the University of Pennsylvania.

In addition, Franklin organized the first volunteer fire department and contributed to urban planning
efforts in Philadelphia, including street lighting and sanitation improvements. These initiatives
reflected his belief that a well-functioning community was essential for individual prosperity and
happiness.

Role in American Independence

As tensions grew between Britain and the American colonies, Franklin’s role shifted toward diplomacy
and politics. He was a delegate to the Continental Congress and helped draft the Declaration of
Independence in 1776. His diplomatic skills were critical during the American Revolution, particularly
in securing French support, which was vital to the colonies’ victory.

Franklin’s autobiography sheds light on his diplomatic missions in Europe, where he was admired as a
symbol of American ingenuity and resilience. His ability to negotiate and maintain relationships with
foreign powers helped lay the foundation for the United States as a sovereign nation.

Personal Philosophy and Legacy

One of the most compelling aspects of Franklin’s life story is his philosophy of self-improvement and
lifelong learning. He famously developed a list of thirteen virtues, such as temperance, frugality, and
humility, which he sought to cultivate throughout his life. This methodical approach to personal
growth is still studied and admired today.

Franklin’s legacy is vast and multifaceted. Not only did he contribute to the founding of a new nation,
but he also left an indelible mark on science, literature, and civic life. His autobiography serves as a
testament to the power of perseverance, curiosity, and public service.

Tips from Benjamin Franklin’s Life for Modern Readers

While reading about Benjamin Franklin’s life, it’s clear that his success was no accident. There are
practical lessons anyone can draw from his autobiography:

- **Embrace Lifelong Learning:** Franklin’s self-education through voracious reading and
experimentation reminds us to remain curious and open-minded.
- **Value Practical Wisdom:** His writings often combined humor with practical advice, showing that
knowledge should always be useful.
- **Engage in Public Service:** Franklin believed in contributing to the community, demonstrating how
individual efforts can improve society.



- **Practice Self-Discipline:** His thirteen virtues highlight the importance of character and consistent
self-improvement.
- **Innovate with Purpose:** Franklin’s inventions were designed to solve everyday problems,
illustrating how creativity can enhance daily life.

The Enduring Importance of Franklin’s Autobiography

The short autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is not just a historical document; it’s a source of
inspiration for people striving to make a difference. Its conversational tone and candid reflections
provide an intimate look at a man who balanced ambition with humility. For anyone interested in
American history, science, or personal development, Franklin’s life story offers a rich well of
knowledge and motivation.

Through his words, we see a man who rose from modest origins to become a symbol of the American
spirit—innovative, pragmatic, and committed to progress. His autobiography remains a timeless
reminder that with curiosity, hard work, and integrity, one can leave a lasting impact on the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Benjamin Franklin?
Benjamin Franklin was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, a renowned inventor, writer,
scientist, and diplomat.

What is the significance of Benjamin Franklin's
autobiography?
Benjamin Franklin's autobiography is significant because it provides insight into his life, values, and
the early history of America, and it is considered a classic example of American literature.

When did Benjamin Franklin write his autobiography?
Benjamin Franklin wrote his autobiography intermittently between 1771 and 1790, although it
remained unfinished at his death.

What are some key themes in Benjamin Franklin's
autobiography?
Key themes include self-improvement, hard work, education, frugality, and civic responsibility.

How did Benjamin Franklin’s early life influence his
autobiography?
Franklin's early life as a printer's apprentice and his pursuit of knowledge and self-betterment greatly



influenced his autobiography, highlighting the importance of perseverance and learning.

What are some notable achievements mentioned in Franklin's
autobiography?
Notable achievements include his inventions, establishment of libraries and educational institutions,
and his role in American independence and diplomacy.

Why is Benjamin Franklin's autobiography still relevant
today?
It remains relevant due to its timeless lessons on personal growth, ethics, and the American spirit of
innovation and democracy.

Where can one read Benjamin Franklin's autobiography?
Benjamin Franklin's autobiography is widely available in print and online, including free versions on
websites like Project Gutenberg and various educational platforms.

Additional Resources
Benjamin Franklin: A Short Autobiography Explored

short autobiography of benjamin franklin serves as a fascinating window into the life and mind
of one of America’s most influential Founding Fathers. As a polymath, inventor, writer, and statesman,
Franklin’s personal narrative encapsulates the spirit of innovation and self-determination that defined
early American history. This article delves into the key facets of Franklin’s autobiography, providing
an analytical overview while integrating relevant historical context and insights for those interested in
his life story.

Understanding the Short Autobiography of Benjamin
Franklin

Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography, often simply referred to as “The Autobiography of Benjamin
Franklin,” was written intermittently between 1771 and 1790. Although the work was never
completed in the traditional sense, the portions that Franklin did write provide invaluable insight into
his early years, personal philosophy, and the principles that guided his public and private life. The
“short autobiography of benjamin franklin” typically refers to the abridged versions that focus on his
formative years and early achievements, making it accessible to a broader audience while preserving
the core messages of his narrative.

What distinguishes Franklin’s autobiography from others of his era is its pragmatic tone and emphasis
on self-improvement. Rather than dwelling extensively on his ancestry or social status, Franklin’s
writing highlights the practical steps he took to rise from modest beginnings to become a prominent
figure in the American Enlightenment. This approach aligns with the ethos of the American Dream,



making his autobiography a perennial subject in studies of American literature and history.

Early Life and Formative Years

Born in 1706 in Boston, Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin was the fifteenth of seventeen children. His
father, a candlemaker, provided a modest upbringing that instilled in Franklin a strong work ethic
from an early age. In his autobiography, Franklin candidly recounts his limited formal education—only
two years of schooling—after which he was apprenticed to his brother James in the printing trade. This
apprenticeship laid the groundwork for his lifelong engagement with publishing and communication.

The “short autobiography of benjamin franklin” often emphasizes his youthful ventures, including his
first attempts at writing and publishing. Franklin’s early pseudonymous essays, published in his
brother’s newspaper, reveal his wit and burgeoning literary talent. His move to Philadelphia at age 17
marked a turning point, as he established himself professionally and began expanding his intellectual
pursuits.

Philosophy of Self-Improvement

A central theme of Franklin’s autobiography is the deliberate cultivation of virtue and knowledge. He
famously developed a list of thirteen virtues—such as temperance, frugality, and industry—that he
sought to master throughout his life. Franklin’s methodical approach to self-improvement, including
his habit of maintaining a daily schedule and reflecting on his behavior, reflects early American values
of discipline and personal responsibility.

This aspect of Franklin’s narrative resonates strongly with readers and historians alike, as it illustrates
the intersection between individual effort and societal progress. His belief that success was attainable
through hard work and moral rectitude contributed significantly to his legacy and shaped the cultural
ideals of the emerging nation.

The Impact of Franklin’s Autobiography on American
Literature and Culture

Franklin’s autobiography is not only a personal memoir but also a cultural artifact that captures the
intellectual currents of the 18th century. It bridges the gap between colonial America and the
Enlightenment, showcasing the influence of reason, science, and republican ideals on an individual’s
life.

Influence on the American Dream Narrative

The story of Franklin’s rise from modest beginnings to international prominence embodies the
quintessential American Dream. His autobiography serves as an early example of the rags-to-riches
narrative, which has become deeply ingrained in American cultural identity. By chronicling his own



efforts and strategies for success, Franklin offers a blueprint for upward mobility that continues to
inspire.

Literary Style and Accessibility

Unlike many autobiographies of his time, Franklin’s writing is marked by clarity, humor, and
practicality. His straightforward prose and engaging anecdotes make the text accessible to a wide
audience, which has contributed to its enduring popularity. This accessibility is particularly evident in
the “short autobiography of benjamin franklin” versions, which distill his life story into concise and
digestible segments without sacrificing depth.

Key Features and Contributions Highlighted in
Franklin’s Autobiography

The autobiography also sheds light on Franklin’s multifaceted career and contributions beyond his
personal development, including his roles as an inventor, diplomat, and civic leader.

Inventor and Scientist: Franklin’s curiosity led to innovations such as the lightning rod and
bifocal glasses, which are briefly touched upon in his memoir. His scientific inquiries underscore
the connection between empirical observation and practical application.

Publisher and Writer: His work in printing and founding the Pennsylvania Gazette provided a
platform for disseminating ideas and fostering public discourse.

Political Figure: Franklin’s diplomatic missions to Europe and involvement in the drafting of
foundational American documents illustrate his pivotal role in shaping the nation’s identity.

Each of these elements, though not always elaborated in depth within the short autobiography,
contributes to a holistic understanding of Franklin’s influence on both American society and the
broader world.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared to other autobiographies of prominent historical figures, Franklin’s narrative stands
out for its emphasis on practical wisdom rather than personal drama or familial lineage. For instance,
while contemporaries like Thomas Jefferson focused extensively on political ideology, Franklin’s
account balances personal anecdotes with reflections on ethics and self-governance.

This balance enhances the text’s utility as both a historical document and a source of inspiration. The
“short autobiography of benjamin franklin” distills these themes, making it a valuable resource for
educators and students exploring early American history and literature.



Challenges and Limitations of Franklin’s Autobiography

Despite its many strengths, Franklin’s autobiography is not without its critiques. Scholars have noted
that the narrative occasionally idealizes his character and omits less flattering episodes, such as his
early contentious relationships or failures. This selective recounting reflects a common tendency in
autobiographical works to present a curated version of the self.

Moreover, Franklin’s focus on individual effort may underplay the structural and social factors that
enabled his success, including the privileges afforded by his race and gender. Modern readers
approaching the “short autobiography of benjamin franklin” should remain mindful of these contexts
to gain a balanced perspective.

Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography remains a seminal work in American literature, offering a
compelling glimpse into the life of a man whose ideas and actions shaped a nation. The “short
autobiography of benjamin franklin” captures the essence of his journey with clarity and insight,
making it an enduring testament to the power of perseverance and intellectual curiosity.
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  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2010-11-24 Printer and publisher, author and educator, scientist and inventor,
statesman and philanthropist, Benjamin Franklin was the very embodiment of the American type of
self-made man. In 1771, at the age of 65, he sat down to write his autobiography, having emerged
from the poverty and obscurity in which I was born and bred to a state of affluence and some degree
of reputation in the world, and having gone so far through life with a considerable share of felicity.
The result is a classic of American literature. On the eve of the tercentenary of Franklin's birth, the
university he founded has selected the Autobiography for the Penn Reading Project. Each year, for
the past fifteen years, the University of Pennsylvania has chosen a single work that the entire
incoming class, and a large segment of the faculty and staff, read and discuss together. For this
occasion the University of Pennsylvania Press will publish a special edition of Franklin's
Autobiography, including a new preface by University president Amy Gutmann and an introduction
by distinguished scholar Peter Conn. The volume will also include four short essays by noted Penn
professors as well as a chronology of Franklin's life and the text of Franklin's Proposals Relating to
the Education of Youth in Pennsylvania, a document resulting in the establishment of an institution
of higher education that ultimately became the University of Pennsylvania. No area of human
endeavor escaped Franklin's keen attentions. His ideas and values, as Amy Gutmann notes in her
remarks, have shaped the modern University of Pennsylvania profoundly, more profoundly than have
the founders of any other major university of college in the United States. Franklin believed that he
had been born too soon. Readers will recognize that his spirit lives on at Penn today. Essay
contributors: Richard R. Beeman, Paul Guyer, Michael Weisberg, and Michael Zuckerman.
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Charles W Eliot, 2023-10-01 This Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is an unfinished biographical
record in his own words ranging from 1771 to year 1790. He was blessed with variety of talents and
great stamina to achieve desired results Franklin was an author; scientist; printer; inventor and a
superb statesman. He was part of creating document to achieve freedom. Franklin’s account of his
life is divided into four parts; reflecting the different periods at which he wrote them. There are
actual breaks in the narrative between the first three parts; but Part Three’s narrative continues into
Part Four without an authorial break. Selected Stories of Honoré de Balzac by Honoré de Balzac: In
this collection, Honoré de Balzac presents a selection of his acclaimed short stories, showcasing his
incredible talent for vivid storytelling and character development. With its rich language and
engaging narratives, this book is a must-read for fans of classical literature. Key Aspects of the Book
Selected Stories of Honoré de Balzac: Collection of Short Stories: The book features a collection of
acclaimed short stories by Honoré de Balzac. Vivid Storytelling and Character Development: The
stories showcase Balzac's incredible talent for vivid storytelling and character development. Useful
for Literature Enthusiasts: The book is useful for fans of classical literature and those interested in
the works of Balzac. Honoré de Balzac was a French novelist and playwright who is regarded as one
of the greatest writers of Western literature. His book, Selected Stories of Honoré de Balzac, is
highly regarded for its captivating storytelling and rich language.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Benjamin Franklin Christopher J. Murrey, 2002
Benjamin Franklin is generally considered one of America's most versatile and talented statesmen,
scientists, and philosophers. His achievements include publisher of Poor Richard's Almanac and
many articles on political, economic, religious, philosophical and scientific subjects. He was the
inventor of bifocals, the Franklin stove, lightening rod, he was one of the signers of the 'Declaration
of Independence', and the founder of, what is now the University of Pennsylvania. This book presents
a detailed and riveting review of Franklin's life based on excerpts from the renowned 1899 book on
Franklin by Sydney George Fisher. This overview is augmented by a substantial selective
bibliography, which features access through title, subject and author indexes.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Benjamin Franklin, Self-revealed William
Cabell Bruce, 1917
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American
Autobiographers Wikipedia contributors,
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Benjamin Franklin and Eighteenth-century
American Libraries Margaret Barton Korty, 1965
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Founding Fathers Four Pack Various Artists,
2017-08-12 Founding Fathers Four Pack includes the American classic The Autobiography of
Benjamin Franklin, the lesser-known, concise Autobiography of Thomas Jefferson, the biography
Alexander Hamilton by Charles A. Conant and an insightful essay on John Jay by Elbert Hubbard.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Benjamin Franklin, 2016-12-15 Why buy our paperbacks? Unabridged (100% Original
content) Printed in USA on High Quality Paper 30 Days Money Back Guarantee Standard Font size
of 10 for all books Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping BEWARE OF LOW-QUALITY SELLERS
Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers &
binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to
increase their profit margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. About Autobiography of
Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is the traditional
name for the unfinished record of his own life written by Benjamin Franklin from 1771 to 1790;
however, Franklin himself appears to have called the work his Memoirs. Although it had a tortuous
publication history after Franklin's death, this work has become one of the most famous and
influential examples of an autobiography ever written. Franklin's account of his life is divided into
four parts, reflecting the different periods at which he wrote them. There are actual breaks in the
narrative between the first three parts, but Part Three's narrative continues into Part Four without
an authorial break (only an editorial one).Part One of the Autobiography is addressed to Franklin's



son William, at that time (1771) Royal Governor of New Jersey. While in England at the estate of the
Bishop of St Asaph in Twyford, Franklin, now 65 years old, begins by saying that it may be agreeable
to his son to know some of the incidents of his father's life; so with a week's uninterrupted leisure,
he is beginning to write them down for William. He starts with some anecdotes of his grandfather,
uncles, father and mother. He deals with his childhood, his fondness for reading, and his service as
an apprentice to his brother James Franklin, a Boston printer and the publisher of the New England
Courant. After improving his writing skills through study of the Spectator by Joseph Addison and Sir
Richard Steele, he writes an anonymous paper and slips it under the door of the printing house by
night. Not knowing its author, James and his friends praise the paper and it is published in the
Courant, which encourages Ben to produce more essays (the Silence Dogood essays) which are also
published. When Ben reveals his authorship, James is angered, thinking the recognition of his papers
will make Ben too vain. James and Ben have frequent disputes and Ben seeks for a way to escape
from working under James.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Political Science , 1895
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: A Short History of American Literature Henry
Augustin Beers, 1906
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Biography / Autobiography Awards
1917-1992 Heinz-D. Fischer, 2011-04-20 The School of Journalism at Columbia University has
awarded the Pulitzer Prize since 1917. Nowadays there are prizes in 21 categories from the fields of
journalism, literature and music. The Pulitzer Prize Archive presents the history of this award from
its beginnings to the present: In parts A to E the awarding of the prize in each category is
documented, commented and arranged chronologically. Part F covers the history of the prize
biographically and bibliographically. Part G provides the background to the decisions.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: Charles Lindbergh: A Short Biography - Famed
Aviator and Environmentalist Doug West, 2017-08-05 The twenty-five-year old Charles A. Lindbergh
climbed into his single-engine monoplane, Spirit of St. Louis, and took off for Paris determined to
win the $25,000 Orteig Prize promised to the first pilot to fly nonstop between New York and Paris.
For the next thirty-three hours, he navigated through storms across the perilous Atlantic Ocean,
news of his attempt had circled the globe, making him an international celebrity by the time he
reached Paris. He returned to the United States a national hero, with a ticker-tape parade that drew
millions, awarded every possible award from the Medal of Honor to Time’s Man of the Year,
commemorated on a U.S. postage stamp within months, and celebrated as the embodiment of a
modern American. Follow the story of this bold young man as he journeys into manhood and the
controversies that would cloud he sterling “hero” image.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2018-02-09 This account stands as a classic among autobiographies, a
compelling and easy read about a man who, from lowly beginnings in Boston, rose to become a
hugely-respected public servant, writer, scientist and inventor and who went on to play a key role in
the American Revolution and the founding of the United States. Franklin's autobiography, published
after his death, is an unfinished collection of memoirs written over four different periods of his life.
It starts in the form of a letter to his son, William, and describes aspects of his childhood in Boston in
the early 1700s and his move to Philadelphia where he set up a successful printing business. The
many contributions he made to public causes grew out of a strong sense of civic duty, and a
stringent work ethic that formed part of his plan for attaining moral perfection, which is detailed in
the second period. The last two sections cover his impressive political and scientific work and give
the reader an insight into the developing tensions between the American colonies and the British
crown. A polymath of immense standing, Benjamin Franklin stands out as one of the most highly
esteemed figures of the nineteenth century.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin and a
Sketch of Franklin's Life from the Point where the Autobiography Ends Benjamin Franklin, 1896



  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: A Short History of American Literature William
Peterfield Trent, 1922
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: A Short History of Americain Literature Henry
Augustin Beers, 1906
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: China and the Founding of the United States
Dave Xueliang Wang, 2021-10-25 This book discusses examples of how the U.S. Founding Fathers
were influenced and inspired by Chinese agriculture, architecture, and philosophy. China, then one
of the most stable and powerful civilizations in the world, offered unique perspectives on various
aspects of society which were distinct from the Founding Fathers’ European heritage. China
provided an alternative set of social and political frameworks which supported the Founding
Fathers’ efforts to craft a unique heritage for their young nation. These Founders sought to establish
a political identity that was distinct from European aristocratic traditions.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: A Short History of Christianity Geoffrey
Blainey, 2013-10-24 For two thousand years, Christianity has had a varying but immense influence
on world history. Accomplished historian Geoffrey Blainey leads us through the history of this
world-changing religion. A Short History of Christianity vividly describes many of the significant
players in the religion’s rise and fall through the ages, from Jesus himself to Francis of Assisi, Martin
Luther, Francis Xavier, John Wesley, and even the Beatles, who claimed to be “more popular than
Jesus.” Blainey takes us into the world of Christian worshipers through the ages—from housewives
to stonemasons—and traces the rise of the critics of Christ and his followers. Eminently readable,
and written with Blainey’s characteristic curiosity and storytelling skill, this book often places
Christianity at the center of world history. Will it remain near the center? Blainey’s narrative
illustrates that Christianity’s history is a much-repeated story of ups and downs.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Formation of the 13 Colonies in America: A
Short History Doug West, 2020-09-07 The discovery of the vast lands to the west by Christopher
Columbus opened the flood gates of European adventurers and explorers that sought to subdue the
North American continent. Those hungry for adventure and a new life came primarily from England,
France, Spain, and the Netherlands. In the western and southern bounds of North America the
Spanish established their presence, while the middle of the continent was controlled by the French,
and the eastern seaboard was colonized mainly by the Dutch and English. One by one, from the
settlement at Jamestown, Virginia, established in 1607, to the last of the 13 British colonies to form,
Georgia, in 1732, Europeans built homes, farms, and churches to form enduring communities. Some
came seeking religious freedom, some came for the promise of cheap land and the hope of a new
life, while others came in chains from Africa to work the fields. Regardless of their status or reason
for coming, free or enslaved, rich or poor, pious or profane, everyone would become the seeds of a
fledgling nation that would spring from the 13 British colonies to become the United States of
America. The book “The Formation of the 13 Colonies in America” gives a concise look at the
formation of the original 13 British colonies in America. To illustrate the story there are numerous
pictures of the people, places, and events that are part of this historic undertaking. In addition, the
book contains a list of reference books for further reading and a timeline of the formation of the 13
colonies that puts the events of that period in sequence. 30-Minute Book Series This is the 48th book
in the 30-Minute Book Series. Books in this series are fast-paced, accurate, and cover the story in as
much detail as a short book possibly can. Most people complete each book in less than an hour,
which makes the books in the series a perfect companion for your lunch hour, a school project, or a
little down time.
  short autobiography of benjamin franklin: A Short History of the U.S. Department of
State, 1781-1981 David F. Trask, 1981
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