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Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell Relationship: A Soulful Connection That
Transcended Music

marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship remains one of the most iconic and
heartwarming partnerships in the history of Motown and soul music. Their
chemistry on stage and in the recording studio produced some of the most
memorable duets of the 1960s, captivating audiences with their undeniable
connection. But beyond the music, the story of Marvin Gaye and Tammi
Terrell’s relationship is a blend of friendship, mutual respect, and a tragic
twist that left fans longing for what could have been.

The Beginnings of a Legendary Musical
Partnership

Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell first crossed paths in the mid-1960s, a time
when Motown Records was blossoming into a powerhouse of soul and R&B. Both
artists were already making names for themselves—Marvin as a solo artist with
hits like "How Sweet It Is (To Be Loved by You)" and Tammi as a promising
young singer with a vibrant voice and infectious energy.

How They Met and Their Early Collaborations

Their initial meeting was more than just a casual encounter; it was the start
of a magical alliance. Motown producer Harvey Fuqua suggested pairing Marvin
and Tammi for a duet, seeing the potential for their voices to complement
each other perfectly. The synergy was immediate. Their first recorded single
together, "Ain't No Mountain High Enough," released in 1967, became an
instant classic and showcased their vocal chemistry.

This song wasn’t just a hit; it was a declaration of their artistic bond. The
seamless interplay of Marvin's smooth baritone with Tammi's spirited soprano
created an irresistible dynamic that resonated with listeners. Their duets
blended soulful melodies with heartfelt lyrics, creating a signature sound
that would influence generations.

Exploring the Depth of Marvin Gaye and Tammi



Terrell Relationship

While many fans celebrated their musical partnership, the personal side of
Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell’s relationship was equally compelling. They
shared more than just music—they developed a deep friendship built on trust,
support, and mutual admiration.

A Friendship Rooted in Compassion and Understanding

Behind the scenes, Marvin Gaye was known to be a caring and gentle soul, and
Tammi Terrell’s vivacious spirit complemented his personality. Their
connection went beyond professional collaboration; they confided in each
other and were each other’s support system during challenging times.

Tammi’s battle with a brain tumor, which eventually led to her untimely death
in 1970, had a profound impact on Marvin. He was deeply affected by her
illness and often spoke about the pain of seeing his friend suffer. This
emotional connection added layers of sincerity and emotion to their music,
making their duets even more poignant.

The Impact of Tammi’s Illness on Their Relationship

Tammi Terrell’s health began to decline shortly after the success of their
early duets. Despite her diagnosis, she continued to record and perform with
Marvin, demonstrating incredible strength and dedication. Marvin was
reportedly protective of Tammi, often stepping in to help with her health
struggles.

Unfortunately, her illness meant that their time together was tragically cut
short. Marvin’s grief over Tammi’s passing highlighted just how much their
relationship meant to him—not just as a musical partner but as a cherished
friend.

Iconic Duets That Defined Their Collaboration

The magic of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell’s relationship was perhaps best
captured in the timeless songs they created together. Their duets remain a
testament to their unique blend of talent and chemistry.

Must-Listen Songs from Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell



"Ain't No Mountain High Enough" (1967): Their breakout hit, an anthem of
unwavering love and determination.

"You're All I Need to Get By" (1968): A soulful declaration of mutual
support and affection.

"Ain't Nothing Like the Real Thing" (1968): Showcasing their playful and
romantic vocal interplay.

"If I Could Build My Whole World Around You" (1967): A heartfelt
expression of devotion.

These songs not only climbed the charts but also became staples in the Motown
catalog, covered and celebrated by artists across genres. Their ability to
convey genuine emotion made their music timeless.

Behind the Scenes: How Their Relationship
Influenced Their Music

Understanding the nuances of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell’s relationship
offers insight into why their duets felt so authentic. The trust and
camaraderie they shared allowed them to bring emotion and depth to every
performance.

The Role of Producer and Songwriters in Shaping
Their Sound

Motown’s legendary songwriting and production teams, including Ashford &
Simpson, played a critical role in crafting songs that suited Marvin and
Tammi’s voices and personalities. The collaborative environment fostered by
Motown allowed their relationship to flourish artistically.

Ashford & Simpson’s lyrics often mirrored the sincerity and intimacy that
Marvin and Tammi shared, creating songs that felt personal and relatable.
This synergy between artists and producers was a hallmark of Motown’s
success.

Marvin’s Reflections on Working with Tammi

Marvin Gaye often spoke about how working with Tammi Terrell was a highlight
of his career. He admired her talent and cherished their time together. In
interviews, he described their duets as more than just recordings—they were



conversations between two souls.

This emotional connection contributed to the enduring appeal of their music.
Fans could hear the genuine affection and respect in their vocals, making
each song resonate on a deeper level.

The End of an Era and the Legacy They Left
Behind

Tammi Terrell’s tragic death at the age of 24 sent waves through the music
world and left Marvin Gaye devastated. Their relationship, though brief, had
a lasting impact that went beyond their era.

How Marvin Gaye Honored Tammi Terrell’s Memory

In the years following Tammi’s passing, Marvin Gaye’s music took on a more
introspective and socially conscious tone, but he never forgot the bond they
shared. He continued to speak fondly of Tammi and the influence she had on
his life and career.

Their duets remain a symbol of what genuine artistic collaboration can
achieve—a blend of talent, emotion, and friendship. Marvin’s tribute to
Tammi’s spirit lives on through their recordings, which continue to inspire
new generations of soul music lovers.

The Influence of Their Partnership on Future Artists

The Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell relationship set a standard for duet
performances in soul and R&B music. Many artists have cited their songs as
inspiration and have sought to emulate the emotional depth and chemistry that
defined their work.

Their story also serves as a reminder of the power of friendship and
collaboration in the creative process. It’s a testament to how personal
connections can elevate art to unforgettable heights.

---

The story of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell’s relationship is a beautiful
blend of artistry, friendship, and tragedy. Their voices intertwined to
create music that transcends time, while their personal connection added an
emotional richness that continues to touch hearts. Though their time together
was short, the legacy of their partnership remains a shining example of
soulful collaboration.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the nature of Marvin Gaye and Tammi
Terrell's relationship?
Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell shared a close professional relationship as a
Motown duet duo, known for their chemistry on stage and in recordings. They
were good friends but not romantically involved.

How did Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell first start
working together?
Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell were paired by Motown producer Harvey Fuqua in
the mid-1960s to record duets, leading to a successful partnership known for
hits like 'Ain't No Mountain High Enough.'

Did Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell have any romantic
involvement?
Despite rumors, Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell were close friends and
professional partners, but there is no confirmed evidence that they had a
romantic relationship.

How did Tammi Terrell's health affect her
relationship with Marvin Gaye?
Tammi Terrell's health declined after she was diagnosed with a brain tumor,
which deeply affected Marvin Gaye emotionally. He was very supportive and
distraught over her illness and eventual death.

What impact did Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell's
duets have on music?
Their duets brought a unique blend of soulful harmony and emotional depth to
Motown music, influencing future duet collaborations and leaving a lasting
legacy in soul and R&B genres.

How did Marvin Gaye honor Tammi Terrell after her
passing?
Marvin Gaye was heartbroken by Tammi Terrell's death in 1970 and honored her
memory through his music, including dedicating performances and expressing
his grief in interviews.



Are there any famous stories about the friendship
between Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell?
One famous story is that Marvin Gaye was devastated when Tammi Terrell
collapsed on stage during a performance due to her illness, highlighting the
deep bond and concern they had for each other beyond their professional
collaboration.

Additional Resources
**The Complex Dynamic of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell Relationship**

marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship remains one of the most
captivating stories in the annals of Motown history, blending musical genius
with personal intrigue. Their partnership, both on and off stage, forged some
of the most enduring duets of the 1960s, yet also carried an undercurrent of
mystery and tragedy that has fueled decades of speculation. This article
explores the nuances of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell’s relationship by
analyzing their professional collaboration, personal interactions, and the
impact they had on each other’s lives and careers.

Understanding the Professional Partnership

At the heart of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell relationship was their
undeniable chemistry as performers. Signed under Motown’s iconic label, the
duo produced timeless hits such as “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough,” “You’re
All I Need to Get By,” and “Ain’t Nothing Like the Real Thing.” Their voices
meshed seamlessly, creating a soulful synergy that captivated audiences and
propelled both artists to new heights.

This professional collaboration was marked by a unique blend of vocal harmony
and emotional storytelling. Marvin Gaye’s smooth tenor combined with Tammi
Terrell’s vibrant soprano forged a sound that was both powerful and tender.
Music critics have often noted how their duets conveyed a palpable sense of
intimacy, which contributed significantly to the songs’ widespread appeal.
The seamless interplay between their voices was a testament not just to vocal
talent but also to their ability to connect on a deeper artistic level.

The Impact of Their Duets on Motown’s Legacy

Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell’s duets represented a pinnacle of Motown’s
golden era, demonstrating the label’s commitment to pairing artists who could
create memorable, chart-topping hits. Their songs consistently climbed the
Billboard charts, with “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” reaching the Top 20
and becoming an anthem of love and perseverance.



The success of their collaborations also influenced Motown’s approach to
male-female duets, setting a precedent for future pairings. The emotional
authenticity they brought to their music helped redefine the parameters of
romantic duets, emphasizing genuine connection over mere commercial appeal.

Exploring the Personal Relationship

While their professional relationship was well-documented, the personal
dimension of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell relationship is more complex and
often debated. Several sources suggest a deep friendship rooted in mutual
respect and affection, though the nature of their bond has been subject to
varying interpretations.

Many biographers and contemporaries have described the relationship as a
close companionship, shaped by shared experiences in the demanding world of
show business. Both artists faced challenges—Marvin Gaye with his struggles
in his personal life and Tammi Terrell with her health issues—that seemed to
foster a strong emotional connection.

Controversies and Misconceptions

One of the most persistent controversies surrounding Marvin Gaye and Tammi
Terrell relationship concerns the extent of their personal closeness. Some
accounts claim they were romantically involved, while others assert their
relationship was strictly professional and platonic.

Adding to the complexity is the tragic illness that befell Tammi Terrell.
Diagnosed with a brain tumor in the late 1960s, her health rapidly declined,
affecting her ability to record and perform. Marvin Gaye’s own reflections
and interviews often hinted at a profound emotional impact due to her illness
and subsequent death in 1970. This tragedy undeniably colored public
perception of their relationship, casting a melancholic shadow over their
shared history.

Legacy and Influence

The enduring legacy of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell relationship extends
beyond their music. Their story is emblematic of the intricate interplay
between professional success and personal trials in the entertainment
industry. Their duets continue to inspire artists and resonate with listeners
across generations, serving as benchmarks for soulful, heartfelt
collaboration.



Influence on Future Artists

Many contemporary artists cite Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell as pioneers of
duet performance in soul and R&B genres. The emotional depth and authenticity
they brought to their recordings have been emulated by singers seeking to
capture similar chemistry. Their influence is evident in the work of artists
who prioritize storytelling and vocal harmony in their partnerships.

Challenges Faced and Lessons Learned

While their musical partnership was fruitful, the challenges they
encountered—ranging from health struggles to conflicting accounts of their
personal relationship—highlight the complexities behind the curtain of fame.
These obstacles remind industry professionals and fans alike of the
importance of empathy and support for artists navigating both creative and
personal hardships.

Health Impact: Tammi Terrell’s illness and its effect on her career
underscore the vulnerability of artists to unforeseen life events.

Media Narratives: Conflicting stories about their relationship
illustrate how public perception can be shaped by incomplete or biased
information.

Artistic Collaboration: Their work exemplifies how professional
partnerships can transcend personal differences to create timeless art.

In dissecting the layers of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell relationship, it
becomes clear that their story is not merely one of romantic speculation but
a testament to artistic excellence entwined with human complexity. Their
music remains a vivid reminder of the power of collaboration, while the
nuances of their personal connection continue to intrigue historians, fans,
and scholars alike.

Marvin Gaye And Tammi Terrell Relationship
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  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: The King of Soul: A Life Remembered
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-20 Marvin Gaye was one of the most influential and beloved musicians
of the 20th century. His music touched the lives of millions of people around the world, and his
songs continue to be played and enjoyed today. This book is a celebration of Gaye's life and music. It
tells the story of his humble beginnings, his rise to stardom, and his tragic death. It also explores the
meaning of his music and its impact on American culture. The book is divided into ten chapters, each
of which focuses on a different aspect of Gaye's life and career. The chapters cover his early years,
his breakthrough album, his most iconic songs, his relationship with Tammi Terrell, his social and
political activism, his peak of popularity, his struggles with addiction, his relationship with his
father, his financial problems, his legal troubles, his mental health issues, his move to Europe, his
return to the United States, his final album, his last days, and his legacy. The book is written by a
team of experts on Gaye's life and music. They have conducted extensive research and interviewed
many of Gaye's friends, family members, and colleagues. The book is also illustrated with rare
photos and documents from Gaye's personal archive. This book is the definitive biography of Marvin
Gaye. It is a must-read for any fan of his music or anyone who wants to learn more about one of the
most important figures in American history. Marvin Gaye was more than just a musician. He was a
poet, a prophet, and a healer. His music spoke to the hearts and minds of people all over the world.
He sang about love, loss, hope, and redemption. He sang about the struggles of the human
condition, and he sang about the power of the human spirit. Gaye's music was a reflection of his own
life. He was a complex and troubled man, but he was also a man of great compassion and love. He
poured his heart and soul into his music, and his songs continue to touch the lives of people around
the world. Gaye's legacy is one of hope and inspiration. He showed us that even in the darkest of
times, there is always hope. He taught us that love is the most powerful force in the world. And he
reminded us that we are all connected to each other, and that we should all strive to make the world
a better place. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Universality, Ethics and International Relations
Véronique Pin-Fat, 2009-10-16 Universality Ethics and International Relations introduces students to
the key debates about ethics in international relations theory. This book explores the reasons why
grappling with universality and ethics seems to be a profound endeavour and where we end up when
we do. By offering a new way of thinking about ethics in International Relations, Pin-Fat shows that
there are several varieties of universality which are offered as the answer to ethics in global politics;
the divine universality of Hans Morgenthau, the ideal universality of Charles R. Beitz and the binary
universality of Michael Walzer. Taking the reader on a grammatical odyssey through each, the book
concludes that profound searches for the foundations of universality can’t fulfil our deepest desires
for an answer to ethics in global politics. Pin-Fat suggests that the failure of these searches reveals
the ethical desirability of defending universality as (im)possible. An ideal text for use in a wide
variety of courses, including ethics in international relations, international relations theory, and
international political theory, this work provides a valuable new contribution to this rapidly
developing field of research.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Icons of R&B and Soul Bob Gulla, 2007-12-30
Drawn from a mosaic of influences, including folk, gospel, and blues, R&B represents both
everything that came before and nothing that was heard before. This is the music that bridged the
gap between audiences and helped, at the very height of racism in America, to dismantle racial
barriers. So much of today's music is derived directly from the highly influential and critically
important sounds of R&B that without it we would have never known the classic soul of the late '50s
and '60s, the glory days of the genre. Similarly, rock n' roll as seen through the eyes of Bill Haley
and Elvis Presley would have never evolved without the foundation laid by their R&B predecessors.
Through substantial entries on the chief architects and innovators, Icons of R&B and Soul offers a
vibrant overview of the music's impact in American culture and how it reflected contemporary
society's politics, trends, and social issues. Numerous sidebars highlight Motown, prominent record
labels, hit songs, related singers and songwriters, key events, and significant aspects of the music



industry. Also included is a list of important print and Web resources, as well as a list of selected
recordings. An essential reference for high school and public libraries, this encyclopedia will help
students explore the historical and cultural framework of R&B and soul music through the musicians
who have come to define the genre. Among the featured: -Ray Charles -Little Richard -Fats Domino
& New Orleans R&B -Ruth Brown -Sam Cooke -Etta James -James Brown -Aretha Franklin -The
Supremes -Otis Redding -Ike & Tina Turner -Curtis Mayfield -Berry Gordy -Stevie Wonder -Marvin
Gaye -Smokey Robinson -The Temptations -Prince
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Blues, Funk, Rhythm and Blues, Soul, Hip
Hop, and Rap Eddie S. Meadows, 2010-06-10 Despite the influence of African American music and
study as a worldwide phenomenon, no comprehensive and fully annotated reference tool currently
exists that covers the wide range of genres. This much needed bibliography fills an important gap in
this research area and will prove an indispensable resource for librarians and scholars studying
African American music and culture.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: The Complete Soul Trilogy Stuart Cosgrove,
2023-04-20 Spanning three different cities across the United States, Stuart Cosgrove's bestselling
Soul Trilogy blends history, culture and music to paint a vivid picture of social change through the
last years of the 1960s. Strap in for a journey through urban riots, escalating war in Vietnam, police
corruption, the assassination of Martin Luther King, the rise of musical pioneers such as Aretha
Franklin, Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash, the arrest of the Black Panther members and their
controversial trials, and much, much more. Award-winning and critically acclaimed, these are books
that no soul music enthusiast should be without. 'Cosgrove's lucid, entertaining prose is laden with
detail, but never at the expense of the wider narrative' – Clash Magazine Titles included in this
bundle are: Detroit 67 Memphis 68 Harlem 69
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Christine's Short-Shorts Christine Brooks
Martin, 2011-12-11 Christine's Short-Shorts is a collection of inspirational short stories and poems.
They reflect the love, compassion and faithfulness of an Almighty God who reveals Himself to His
sons and daughters in so many facets. You will be encouraged to: Understand the keys to living a
victorious life; learn the importance of yielding to the Holy Spirit; and the power of embracing your
Kingdom identity and its benefits.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Every Chart Topper Tells a Story Sharon Davis,
2012-01-06 The seventies witnessed great changes not only in dress style but also in music. The
psychedelia of the late sixties had mutated into glam rock by the early seventies, while the latter half
of the decade is best remembered for the punk and disco explosions which gripped both Britain and
America. The number-one singles of the decade are recalled in Every Chart Topper Tells a Story: The
Seventies, from artists as diverse as Gary Glitter, David Bowie, Jimi Hendrix, Diana Ross, The Bee
Gees, T-Rex, Commodores, Donny Osmond, The Three Degrees and Abba. It is the ideal volume both
for those wanting a trip down memory lane and for serious music connoisseurs.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Detroit 67 Stuart Cosgrove, 2019-12-20 First
in the award-winning soul music trilogy—featuring Motown artists Diana Ross & the Supremes,
Smokey Robinson, Marvin Gaye, and others. Detroit 67 is a dramatic account of twelve remarkable
months in the Motor City during the year that changed everything ( Sunday Mail). It takes you on a
turbulent journey through the drama and chaos that ripped through the city in 1967 and tore it apart
in personal, political, and interracial disputes. It is the story of Motown, the breakup of the
Supremes, and the damaging clashes at the heart of the most successful African American music
label ever. Set against a backdrop of urban riots, escalating war in Vietnam, and police corruption,
the book weaves its way through a year when soul music came of age and the underground
counterculture flourished. LSD arrived in the city with hallucinogenic power, and local guitar band
MC5—self-styled holy barbarians of rock—went to war with mainstream America. A summer of
street-level rebellion turned Detroit into one of the most notorious cities on earth, known for its
unique creativity, its unpredictability, and self-lacerating crime rates. The year 1967 ended in social
meltdown, rancor, and intense legal warfare as the complex threads that held Detroit together



finally unraveled. A whole-hearted evocation of people and places, Detroit 67 is a tale set at a
fulcrum of American social and cultural history ( Independent).
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Diana Ross Tom Adrahtas, 2006 This
unauthorized biography of entertainment legend Diana Ross strives to give a balanced account of
her life and career while giving her the historical due that seems to have escaped her previously.
Captured in vivid detail are her groundbreaking performances leading the Supremes, the renowned
concert in Central Park amidst a raging thunderstorm, and the peaks and valleys of the more than
40 years of her ongoing stage, studio, and screen career. The book steers clear of dry biography, in
that it is interspersed with entertaining essays that capture the effect her life and career have had
on fans throughout the years. This book is a must-read for anyone with an appreciation for popular
culture over the last half century.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Mercy, Mercy Me Michael Eric Dyson,
2008-08-01 Twenty years after his murder at the hands of his own father, Marvin Gaye continues to
define the hopes and shattered dreams of the Motown generation. A performer whose career
spanned the history of rhythm and blues, from doo-wop to the sultriest of soul music, Gaye's artistry
magnified the contradictions that defined America's coming of age in the tumultuous 1970s. In his
most searching and ambitious work to date, acclaimed critic Michael Eric Dyson illuminates both
Marvin Gaye's stellar achievements and stunning personal decline -- and offers an unparalleled
assessment of the cultural and political legacy of R&B on American culture. Through interviews with
those close to Gaye -- from his musical beginnings in a black church in Washington, D.C., to his days
as a ladies' man in Motown's stable of young singers, from the artistic heights of the landmark album
What's Going On? to his struggles with addiction and domestic violence -- Dyson draws an indelible
portrait of the tensions that shaped contemporary urban America: economic adversity, the drug
industry, racism, and the long legacy of hardship. Published to coincide with the twentieth
anniversary of Gaye's death in 1984, and infused with the soulful prose that has become Michael
Eric Dyson's trademark, Mercy, Mercy Me is at once a celebration of an American icon whose work
continues to inspire, and a revelatory and incisive look at how a lost generation's moods, music, and
moral vision continue to resonate today.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Just My Soul Responding Brian Ward,
2012-10-12 Brian Ward is Lecturer in American History at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne .;
This book is intended for american studies, American history postwar social and cultural history,
political history, Black history, Race and Ethnic studies and Cultural studies together with the
general trade music.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Into Dusk Ruth Owen, 2014-03-03 Into Dusk is
the powerful story of long-lost siblings Jean, Barry and Audrey. The main character, Jean, is a
middle-aged woman who takes on a dramatic life of role play by assuming multiple identities. She
envisages the kind of person she once hoped to be and acts this out through her fantasy world of
ideal characters. Always immaculate in appearance, she is highly critical of the apparent lack of care
and moral shortcomings of others – and yet fails to see the irony in her own questionable
behaviour... In an attempt to drive away her shame at not having fulfilled, as she sees it, her
reproductive purpose in life, Jean becomes despondent. Since the death of her rational and kind
husband, Tom, and her unrelenting anger at not having had children, Jean aches with loneliness. She
spends her days occupied by menial tasks to keep her from thinking about her distant younger
brother, Barry. Jean’s life had changed when she regretfully became estranged from him, despite
them being inseparable during their childhood. Barry lives in a halfway house as a chef but when he
goes to the hospital to work, he is challenged by the tempting opportunity to revert back to a life of
criminality, drugs and alcoholism. Their mutual friend, Brenda, is keen to reunite Jean and Barry,
but has lost touch with them both. Will she be able to find them and reunite them – or will time run
out before they are reconciled? Shame, failure and disappointment are prominent motifs that are
used throughout the text to engage with the reader whilst taking them on an emotional journey. As
the characters’ flaws are slowly revealed, the reader is challenged to decide who to support in this



moral predicament.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Dynomite! Jimmie Walker, 2012-06-26 A
hilarious and politically charged memoir from immensely popular comedian Jimmie J. J. Walker, best
known for playing J.J. Evans on the classic sitcom Good Times
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Ain't Too Proud to Beg Mark Ribowsky,
2010-09-14 The first and only definitive biography of legendary Motown group, the Temptations The
Temptations are an incomparable soul group, with dozens of chart-topping hits such as My Girl and
Papa Was a Rollin Stone. From the sharp suits, stylish choreography, and distinctive vocals that
epitomized their onstage triumphs to the personal failings and psycho-dramas that played out behind
the scenes, Ain't Too Proud to Beg tells the complete story of this most popular—and tragic—of all
Motown super groups. Based on in-depth research and interviews with founding Temptations
member Otis Williams and many others, the book reveals the highly individual, even mutually
antagonistic, nature of the group's members. Venturing beyond the money and the fame, it shares
the compelling tale of these sometime allies, sometime rivals and reveals the unique dynamic of
push and pull and give and take that resulted in musical genius. The first book to tell the whole story
of Motown's greatest group, with all-new interviews and previously undiscovered sources and
photographs Gives the last word on enduring Motown mysteries, including the deaths of Paul
Williams and David Ruffin and the truth behind Ruffin's tumultuous romance with Tammi Terrell
Reveals the secret can't miss formula behind the Temptations' thirty-seven chart hits Draws on more
than one hundred interviews with the group's associates, industry figures, family members, and
most importantly, founding Temptation Otis Williams Ain't Too Proud to Beg takes a cohesive and
penetrating look at the life and enduring legacy of one of the greatest groups in popular music. It is
essential reading for fans of the Temptations, music lovers, and anyone interested in the history of
American popular culture over the last fifty years.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Motown Encyclopedia Graham Betts,
2014-06-02 Motown means different things to different people. The mere mention of perhaps the
most iconic record label in history is often enough to invoke memories and mental images of Marvin
Gaye, Diana Ross, Stevie Wonder, The Temptations, The Jackson 5, The Supremes and numerous
others. With each group recalled, there is an accompanying piece of music of the mind, from Baby
Love, My Girl, Signed Sealed Delivered, I Heard It Through The Grapevine, ABC and Tears Of A
Clown and countless more. Quite often, you can ask people what kind of music they like and they will
simply answer ‘Motown’, and both they, and you, know exactly what is meant. Or rather, what is
implied. The Motown they are invariably thinking of is the label that dominated the charts in the mid
1960s with a succession of radio friendly, dance orientated hits, most of which were written and
produced by the trio of Brian Holland, Lamont Dozier and Eddie Holland. This period is referred to,
naturally enough, as the Golden Era, when Motown was not only the dominant force in its home city
of Detroit but carried The Sound of Young America all around the world. The kind of music that had
them Dancing In the Street from Los Angeles to London, Miami to Munich and San Francisco to
Sydney. It was the kind of music that attracted scores of imitators; some good, some not so good.
The kind of music that appealed to the public and presidents alike, and still does. It was that Motown
that this book was intended to be about. However, when you start digging deeper into the Motown
story, you realise that throughout its life (which, for the purposes of this book, is its formation in
1959 through to its sale in 1988) it was constantly trying other musical genres, looking to grab hits
out of jazz, country, pop, rock, middle of the road and whatever else might be happening at the time.
Of course it wasn’t particularly successful at some of the other genres, although those who claim
Motown never did much in the rock market conveniently overlook the healthy sales figures achieved
by Rare Earth, the group, and focus instead on the total sales achieved on Rare Earth, the label. This
book, therefore, contains biographies of all 684 artists who had releases on Motown and their
various imprints, as well as biographies of 16 musicians, 23 producers, 19 writers and 13 executives.
There are also details of the 50 or so labels that Motown owned, licensed to or licensed from. All
nine films and the 17 soundtracks are also featured. Every Motown single and album and EP that



made the Top Ten of the pop charts in either the US or UK also have their own entries, with 222
singles, 84 albums and five EPs being featured. Finally, there are 36 other entries, covering such
topics as the Hollywood Walk of Fame, the Motortown Revues, Grammy Awards and the most played
Motown songs on radio. The 1,178 entries cover every aspect of Motown and more – of the link
between Granny in The Beverly Hillbillies and Wonder Woman, of the artists from Abbey Tavern
Singers to Zulema, and the hits from ABC to You Really Got A Hold On Me. The Motown
Encyclopedia is the story of Motown Records; Yesterday, Today, Forever.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: A Change Is Gonna Come Craig Werner,
2021-07-20 . . . extraordinarily far-reaching. . . . highly accessible. —Notes No one has written this
way about music in a long, long time. Lucid, insightful, with real spiritual, political, intellectual, and
emotional grasp of the whole picture. A book about why music matters, and how, and to whom.
—Dave Marsh, author of Louie, Louie and Born to Run: The Bruce Springsteen Story This book is
urgently needed: a comprehensive look at the various forms of black popular music, both as music
and as seen in a larger social context. No one can do this better than Craig Werner. —Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., W.E.B. Du Bois Professor of the Humanities, Harvard University [Werner has] mastered
the extremely difficult art of writing about music as both an aesthetic and social force that conveys,
implies, symbolizes, and represents ideas as well as emotion, but without reducing its complexities
and ambiguities to merely didactic categories. —African American Review A Change Is Gonna Come
is the story of more than four decades of enormously influential black music, from the hopeful, angry
refrains of the Freedom movement, to the slick pop of Motown; from the disco inferno to the Million
Man March; from Woodstock's Summer of Love to the war in Vietnam and the race riots that
inspired Marvin Gaye to write What's Going On. Originally published in 1998, A Change Is Gonna
Come drew the attention of scholars and general readers alike. This new edition, featuring four new
and updated chapters, will reintroduce Werner's seminal study of black music to a new generation of
readers. Craig Werner is Professor of Afro-American Studies at the University of Wisconsin, and
author of many books, including Playing the Changes: From Afro-Modernism to the Jazz Impulse and
Up Around the Bend: An Oral History of Creedence Clearwater Revival. His most recent book is
Higher Ground: Stevie Wonder, Aretha Franklin, Curtis Mayfield, and the Rise and Fall of American
Soul.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Icons of R&B and Soul [2 volumes] Bob Gulla,
2007-12-30 Drawn from a mosaic of influences, including folk, gospel, and blues, R&B represents
both everything that came before and nothing that was heard before. This is the music that bridged
the gap between audiences and helped, at the very height of racism in America, to dismantle racial
barriers. So much of today's music is derived directly from the highly influential and critically
important sounds of R&B that without it we would have never known the classic soul of the late '50s
and '60s, the glory days of the genre. Similarly, rock n' roll as seen through the eyes of Bill Haley
and Elvis Presley would have never evolved without the foundation laid by their R&B predecessors.
Through substantial entries on the chief architects and innovators, Icons of R&B and Soul offers a
vibrant overview of the music's impact in American culture and how it reflected contemporary
society's politics, trends, and social issues. Numerous sidebars highlight Motown, prominent record
labels, hit songs, related singers and songwriters, key events, and significant aspects of the music
industry. Also included is a list of important print and Web resources, as well as a list of selected
recordings. An essential reference for high school and public libraries, this encyclopedia will help
students explore the historical and cultural framework of R&B and soul music through the musicians
who have come to define the genre. Among the featured: -Ray Charles -Little Richard -Fats Domino
& New Orleans R&B -Ruth Brown -Sam Cooke -Etta James -James Brown -Aretha Franklin -The
Supremes -Otis Redding -Ike & Tina Turner -Curtis Mayfield -Berry Gordy -Stevie Wonder -Marvin
Gaye -Smokey Robinson -The Temptations -Prince
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: Christmas Therapy Daria White, 2020-07-21
Heather Shaw, a fitness instructor, doesn’t fall in love. With her six-week rule, she ends her
relationships before they get too serious. With Christmas on the horizon, she can’t wait to enjoy her



small hometown’s traditions, including helping her mother with the Christmas fair. All of that
changes when she runs into Allen—literally. Allen Richards is new to the small town of Maple
Meadow. He’s not big on Christmas, not since he lost his mother during the holidays two years prior.
All he wants is a fresh start since his divorce, work his job as a physical therapist, and take care of
his father. Nothing more. When a freak accident leaves Heather with a knee injury, the one man who
makes her heart pound is her physical therapist. Heather should stay away. Love never works out for
her, but more than mistletoe draws these two opposites together. Then the past threatens to tear
Allen and Heather apart, and hearts are on the line this Christmas.
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: All Music Guide to Soul Vladimir Bogdanov,
2003-08-01 This comprehensive guide is a must-have for the legions of fans of the beloved and
perennially popular music known as soul and rhythm & blues. A member of the definitive All Music
Guide series, the All Music Guide to Soul offers nearly 8 500 entertaining and informative reviews
that lead readers to the best recordings by more than 1 500 artists and help them find new music to
explore. Informative biographies, essays and “music maps” trace R&B's growth from its roots in
blues and gospel through its flowering in Memphis and Motown, to its many branches today.
Complete discographies note bootlegs, important out-of-print albums, and import-only releases.
“Extremely valuable and exhaustive.” – The Christian Science Monitor
  marvin gaye and tammi terrell relationship: TWISTED TOUR GUIDE TO LOS ANGELES
Marques Vickers, 2020-02-26 Avoid The Tourist Herds. What could be more uninspiring than seeing
the identical attractions that everyone else has for decades? This Twisted Tour Guide escorts you to
the places locals don’t want to talk about anymore…the same places people once couldn’t stop
talking about. Long after the screaming headlines and sensationalism has subsided, these bizarre,
infamous and obscure historical sites remain hidden awaiting rediscovery. Each visitation site in this
guide is accompanied by a story. Many of the narratives defy believability, yet they are true. The
profiled cast of characters feature saints and sinners (with emphasis towards the latter). Notorious
crimes, murders, accidental deaths, suicides, kidnappings, vice and scandal are captivating human
interest tales. The photography from each profile showcases the precise location where each event
occurred. The scenes can seem ordinary, weird and/or sometimes very revealing towards clarifying
the background behind events. If you’re seeking an alternative to conventional tourism, this Twisted
Tourist Guide is ideal. Each directory accommodates the restless traveler and even resident looking
for something unique and different. Scandals: Sister Aimee Semple’s disappearance, Zoot Suit riots,
Howard Hughes’ collisions, George Michael sex sting, Dr. Lanterman’s abortions, Pio Pico
shortsighted swap, Rodney King beating, Roman Polanski’s flight from justice and Julian Oil, Valhalla
Cemetery and Girard Swindles Famous Homicides and Killers: Billionaire Boys Club, Barbara
Graham, Black Dahlia, Bonnie Lee Bakely, Edward Allaway, Police Captain Walter Auble, Charles
Crawford, Christian Brando, Dominique Dunne, Dr. Raymond Finch, Efren Saldivar, Ennis Cosby,
Geneva Ellroy, Haing Ngor, Johnny Stompanato, Mickey and Trudy Thompson, Newhall CHP
Shootout, Nicole Brown-Simpson, SLA Fuselage, Phil Spector, Ramon Novarro, Rebecca Schaeffer,
Ronni Chasen, Sal Mineo, Sam Cooke, Susan Berman, Ted Healy, North Hollywood Bank of America
Heist, Van Cleef & Arpels Hostage Standoff, William Desmond Taylor, Los Feliz Murder Mansion,
Organized Crime’s Mickey Cohen and Meyer Landsky, Salomon Family Disaapearance, and the
Wonderland massacres Fascinating Discoveries: Brand Library, Burbank Aniimal Walk of Fame,
Carroll Street Architecture, Mork and Mindy Pilot Tavern, Dr. Gene Scott’s Faith Center, Silent Film
Studios, The Chateau, Burbank’s Minature Housing Tract, and Walt Disney Brother’s Origins. Serial
Killers: Charles Manson, Golden State Killer, Richard Ramirez and Hillside Stranger
Murder-Suicides: Dorothy Stratten, Johnny Lewis, Ned Doheny and Phil Hartman Assassinations and
Contract Murders: Bugsy Siegel, Notorious B.I.G., Raymond Washington, Senator Robert F. Kennedy
and Vic Weiss Celebrity Suicides and Locations: Brian Keith, Carol Landis, Hotel Cecil, Pasadena’s
Colorado Street Bridge, Darby Crash, DeeDee Ramone, Del Shannon, Don Cornelius, Freddie Prinze,
George Reeve, Herve Villechaize, Hugh O’Connor, Keith Emerson, Lupe Velez, Margaux
Hemmingway, Peg Entwistle, Pete Duel, Pier Angeli, Ross Alexander, Tony Scott and Verne Troyer



Shocking Celebrity Deaths and Overdoses: Dennis Wilson, Lenny Bruce, Janis Joplin, John Belushi,
Michael Jackson, Paul Walker, River Phoenix, Pistol Pete Maravich and Whitney Houston
Prostitution and Renowned Madams: Lee Frances, Hollywood Love Market, Heidi Fleiss, Calle de los
Negroes and Hugh Grant’s Sex Scandal
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