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What Your 1st Grader Needs to Know: A Guide to Essential Skills and Knowledge

what your 1st grader needs to know is a question many parents and caregivers
ask as their children embark on one of the most exciting years in early
education. First grade is a pivotal time when kids solidify foundational
skills in reading, writing, math, and social interaction. Understanding these
key areas can help you support your child’s growth, boost their confidence,
and prepare them for the challenges ahead. Let’s explore what your 1st grader
needs to know and how you can nurture their development in a fun and engaging
way.

Reading and Literacy Skills

One of the biggest focuses in first grade is developing strong reading and
literacy skills. At this stage, children transition from recognizing letters
and sounds to reading simple books and understanding stories. Here’s a look
at the essential reading milestones your 1st grader should be reaching.

Phonics and Word Recognition

In first grade, kids learn to decode words by understanding the relationship
between letters and sounds. This phonics foundation is crucial for reading
fluency. Your child should be able to:

Identify and pronounce vowel and consonant sounds

Blend sounds to form simple words

Recognize sight words that appear frequently in texts (like "the,"
"and," or "said")

Encouraging daily reading practice, even for just 10-15 minutes, can
drastically improve these skills. Reading aloud together also helps with
pronunciation and comprehension.

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension

Beyond just reading words, understanding what they mean is equally important.
Your first grader will be expected to:



Answer questions about stories (who, what, when, where, and why)

Retell simple stories in their own words

Learn new vocabulary through books and conversations

As a parent, you can support this by asking open-ended questions after
reading and introducing new words in everyday situations.

Writing and Language Arts

First grade is also when children begin to express themselves through
writing. They learn not only to write letters and words but to start forming
sentences and organizing thoughts on paper.

Handwriting and Letter Formation

Developing neat and legible handwriting is a common goal for first graders.
Your child should be practicing:

Writing uppercase and lowercase letters correctly

Spacing words properly

Using basic punctuation like periods and question marks

Patience and gentle guidance are key here—practice with fun writing
activities can make a big difference.

Sentence Construction and Storytelling

By the end of first grade, kids should be able to write simple sentences and
begin to tell stories through writing. Encourage your child to:

Write complete sentences with a subject and predicate

Use descriptive words to make stories interesting

Express ideas clearly, even if spelling isn’t perfect yet



Creative writing prompts, such as “Write about your favorite animal,” can
inspire your child to practice writing regularly.

Mathematics Fundamentals

Mathematics in first grade is about laying the groundwork for more complex
concepts later. Your child will be introduced to numbers, basic operations,
and problem-solving skills that are essential for their academic journey.

Number Sense and Counting

A strong understanding of numbers is the foundation for all math learning.
Your 1st grader should be comfortable with:

Counting to at least 100

Recognizing and writing numbers

Understanding the concepts of more, less, and equal

Simple activities like counting objects around the house or playing board
games involving numbers can make learning fun and practical.

Addition and Subtraction

First graders typically begin to work with addition and subtraction within
20. They should be able to:

Solve simple addition and subtraction problems

Use objects or fingers to visualize math problems

Understand the concept of fact families (e.g., 5 + 3 = 8, and 8 - 3 = 5)

Encourage mental math through everyday scenarios, like calculating how many
apples are left after eating some or adding up toys during cleanup.



Social and Emotional Development

What your 1st grader needs to know isn’t just academic—it also involves
learning how to interact with peers, manage emotions, and develop
independence. These social-emotional skills set the stage for a positive
school experience.

Building Friendships and Cooperation

In first grade, children learn how to make friends and work cooperatively
with others. Key social skills include:

Taking turns and sharing

Listening to others and following directions

Expressing feelings in appropriate ways

Parents can foster these skills by arranging playdates, encouraging team
activities, and modeling respectful communication at home.

Self-Regulation and Responsibility

First graders begin to understand rules and routines, which helps them
develop self-control and responsibility. They should be learning to:

Manage their emotions during challenges or conflicts

Follow classroom rules and complete simple tasks independently

Take care of personal belongings and hygiene

Supporting your child with consistent routines and positive reinforcement can
help reinforce these important habits.

Science and Curiosity

First grade is a wonderful time to spark curiosity about the world. Science
lessons often focus on observation, exploration, and asking questions.



Exploring the Natural World

Your 1st grader will start learning about plants, animals, weather, and the
environment. Encouraging outdoor exploration and simple experiments can
nurture their natural curiosity.

Developing Critical Thinking

Science at this stage also introduces basic problem-solving skills. Kids are
encouraged to:

Make observations and describe what they see

Ask questions and seek answers

Understand cause and effect relationships

Activities like growing a plant or observing seasonal changes can make these
concepts tangible and exciting.

Tips for Supporting Your 1st Grader at Home

Knowing what your 1st grader needs to know is just the first step. The way
you support their learning journey can make a huge difference in their
enthusiasm and success.

Read together daily: Choose books at your child’s reading level and
discuss them to build comprehension.

Practice math in real life: Use cooking, shopping, or games to reinforce
math concepts.

Create a routine: Consistent schedules for homework, play, and sleep
help children feel secure and focused.

Encourage questions: Foster curiosity by exploring your child’s
interests and answering their questions thoughtfully.

Celebrate effort: Praise persistence and effort over perfection to build
confidence and motivation.



Every child learns at their own pace, so be patient and celebrate milestones,
big and small. First grade is a time of discovery, growth, and laying the
foundation for a lifetime of learning. With your support and understanding of
what your 1st grader needs to know, you can help make this journey both
successful and joyful.

Frequently Asked Questions

What reading skills should my 1st grader have by the
end of the year?
By the end of 1st grade, your child should be able to recognize and read
common sight words, understand basic phonics rules, read simple sentences
fluently, and demonstrate comprehension by answering questions about the
story.

What math concepts are important for 1st graders to
learn?
1st graders should understand basic addition and subtraction within 20, be
able to count to 120, recognize shapes, understand place value (ones and
tens), and begin to tell time to the hour and half-hour.

How can I support my 1st grader’s writing
development?
Encourage your child to practice writing complete sentences with correct
punctuation, spell common words correctly, and express their thoughts
clearly. Providing writing prompts and daily practice can help improve their
skills.

What social skills should my 1st grader develop?
Your 1st grader should learn to cooperate with peers, follow classroom rules,
express emotions appropriately, and develop problem-solving skills to handle
conflicts with others.

How can I help my 1st grader build good study
habits?
Establish a consistent daily routine for homework and reading, create a quiet
and organized study space, encourage breaks, and praise effort to motivate
your child to develop responsibility and focus.



Additional Resources
What Your 1st Grader Needs to Know: A Detailed Guide for Parents and
Educators

what your 1st grader needs to know is a question that resonates deeply with
parents, teachers, and education professionals alike. The first grade marks a
pivotal year in a child’s academic journey, laying the foundation for
essential skills in reading, writing, math, and social development.
Understanding the core competencies and expectations for this stage is
crucial to support young learners effectively. This article explores the
critical knowledge areas, developmental milestones, and educational goals
that define the first-grade experience, providing an analytical perspective
on what children should master by the end of this formative year.

Core Academic Skills in First Grade

First grade typically builds upon the kindergarten foundation, pushing
students to develop more advanced literacy and numeracy skills. It is a
transition from learning through play and exploration to structured academic
learning. Evaluating what your 1st grader needs to know involves a breakdown
of these core subjects.

Reading and Literacy Development

Reading proficiency is arguably the most emphasized skill during first grade.
At this stage, children move from recognizing letters and simple words to
reading fluently and comprehending basic texts. Key literacy skills include:

Phonics and Decoding: First graders learn to connect sounds with letters
and letter combinations, enabling them to decode unfamiliar words.

Vocabulary Expansion: Exposure to new words through stories and
conversations enhances language comprehension.

Reading Comprehension: Students begin to answer questions about texts,
identify main ideas, and sequence events.

Writing Fundamentals: Children practice writing complete sentences,
using correct punctuation and capitalization.

According to data from the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), about 75% of first graders meet or exceed reading proficiency levels
when they have consistent exposure to these skills. This underscores the



importance of early reading interventions and parental involvement in
literacy activities.

Mathematics Skills

Mathematics in first grade expands from basic number recognition to more
complex concepts that build numerical fluency and problem-solving abilities.
What your 1st grader needs to know in math includes:

Number Sense: Understanding numbers up to 100, counting forward and
backward, and recognizing place value (ones and tens).

Addition and Subtraction: Mastery of basic operations with sums and
differences within 20 is expected.

Measurement and Data: Introduction to measuring length, telling time to
the hour and half-hour, and interpreting simple graphs.

Geometry: Identifying common shapes and understanding their attributes.

Studies indicate that early math skills are strong predictors of later
academic success, making it imperative for educators and families to
reinforce these concepts through practical application and engaging
activities.

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) in the
First Grade

Beyond academics, first grade is crucial for social and emotional
development. First graders learn to navigate classroom dynamics, manage
emotions, and build interpersonal skills, which significantly impact their
learning readiness and resilience.

Key SEL Competencies

Self-awareness and Self-management: Recognizing feelings and practicing
self-control.

Social Awareness: Showing empathy and understanding different
perspectives.



Relationship Skills: Cooperation, sharing, and conflict resolution.

Responsible Decision-making: Making choices that reflect respect and
fairness.

Educational frameworks such as CASEL (Collaborative for Academic, Social, and
Emotional Learning) highlight these competencies as integral to holistic
first-grade education. Schools that integrate SEL programs report
improvements in student behavior and academic performance, emphasizing the
dual importance of cognitive and emotional growth.

Physical and Motor Skills Development

Physical growth and motor skills also play a vital role in what your 1st
grader needs to know. Fine motor skills impact handwriting ability, while
gross motor skills contribute to overall health and coordination.

Milestones in Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills: Using scissors, holding a pencil correctly, and
drawing basic shapes.

Gross Motor Skills: Running, jumping, and participating in organized
games.

Physical activity supports cognitive function and classroom engagement, and
educators often encourage daily movement breaks to enhance focus and reduce
fatigue.

Language and Communication Proficiency

In addition to reading and writing, oral language skills are fundamental.
First graders are expected to develop clear speaking and listening abilities,
which facilitate learning across subjects.

Communication Skills to Cultivate



Expressive Language: Using complete sentences and appropriate vocabulary
to convey ideas.

Listening Comprehension: Following multi-step directions and
understanding spoken information.

Collaborative Discussions: Engaging respectfully in group conversations
and sharing viewpoints.

Language proficiency is closely linked to academic success, particularly in
reading and writing, supporting the notion that oral skills are foundational
components of literacy development.

Technology and Digital Literacy Introduction

While first graders are young, exposure to technology is increasingly common
in classrooms. Understanding what your 1st grader needs to know now includes
basic digital literacy skills appropriate for their age.

Digital Literacy Elements

Familiarity with educational software and interactive learning apps.

Basic computer operations such as using a mouse or touchscreen.

Understanding simple digital safety rules, including asking for help
when using devices.

This early engagement with technology can enhance motivation and facilitate
differentiated instruction, although it requires careful monitoring to ensure
healthy screen time habits.

Supporting Your First Grader at Home

Parents and caregivers play a pivotal role in reinforcing what your 1st
grader needs to know. Creating a supportive learning environment at home can
accelerate skill development and foster a lifelong love of learning.



Effective Strategies Include:

Reading Together Daily: Shared reading builds vocabulary and1.
comprehension skills.

Practicing Math Through Everyday Activities: Counting objects, measuring2.
ingredients, or playing number games.

Encouraging Play and Social Interaction: Facilitating opportunities for3.
cooperative play enhances social skills.

Establishing Routines: Consistent schedules for homework, meals, and4.
bedtime support emotional security.

Using Educational Resources: Leveraging books, apps, and community5.
programs aligned with first-grade standards.

By partnering with teachers and staying informed about curriculum
expectations, parents can better assess their child’s progress and address
challenges promptly.

Curriculum Standards and Variations

It is important to note that what your 1st grader needs to know may vary
somewhat depending on regional curriculum standards, such as Common Core
State Standards in the United States or other state-specific guidelines.
While there is broad consensus on foundational skills, the pacing and
emphasis on certain topics can differ.

The Common Core, for example, highlights reading fluency, comprehension,
addition and subtraction within 20, and understanding place value as key
competencies. In contrast, some states may prioritize phonics instruction
more heavily or introduce measurement concepts earlier.

This variability necessitates that educators and parents remain adaptable and
attentive to the unique requirements of their school systems while ensuring
that learning objectives are met comprehensively.

---

Understanding what your 1st grader needs to know is a multifaceted endeavor
that spans academic, social, emotional, physical, and technological domains.
As children navigate this critical year, the combination of structured
instruction, supportive home environments, and attentive teaching practices
lays the groundwork for future success. Keeping abreast of developmentally



appropriate goals and fostering a balanced approach to learning helps first
graders build confidence and competence as they embrace the exciting
challenges of early education.
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classroom? This book answers these all-important questions and more, offering the specific shared
knowledge that hundreds of parents and teachers across the nation have agreed upon for American
first graders. Featuring a new Introduction, filled with opportunities for reading aloud and fostering
discussion, this first-grade volume of the acclaimed Core Knowledge Series presents the sort of
knowledge and skills that should be at the core of a challenging first-grade education. Inside you’ll
discover • Favorite poems—old and new, such as “The Owl and the Pussycat,” “Wynken, Blynken,
and Nod,” and “Thirty Days Hath September” • Beloved stories—from many times and lands,
including a selection of Aesop’s fables, “Hansel and Gretel,” “All Stories Are Anansi’s,” “The Tale of
Peter Rabbit,” and more • Familiar sayings and phrases—such as “Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you” and “Practice makes perfect” • World and American history and geography—take
a trip down the Nile with King Tut and learn about the early days of our country, including the story
of Jamestown, the Pilgrims, and the American Revolution • Visual arts—fun activities plus
reproductions of masterworks by Leonardo da Vinci, Vincent van Gogh, Paul Cézanne, Georgia
O’Keeffe, and others • Music—engaging introductions to great composers and music, including
classical music, opera, and jazz, as well as a selection of favorite children’s songs • Math—a variety
of activities to help your child learn to count, add and subtract, solve problems, recognize
geometrical shapes and patterns, and learn about telling time • Science—interesting discussions of
living things and their habitats, the human body, the states of matter, electricity, our solar system,
and what’s inside the earth, plus stories of famous scientists such as Thomas Edison and Louis
Pasteur
  what your 1st grader needs to know: What Your First Grader Needs to Know (Revised
and Updated) E.D. Hirsch, Jr., 2014-08-26 Give your child a smart start with the revised and
updated What Your First Grader Needs to Know What will your child be expected to learn in the first
grade? How can you help him or her at home? How can teachers foster active, successful learning in
the classroom? This book answers these all-important questions and more, offering the specific
shared knowledge that hundreds of parents and teachers across the nation have agreed upon for
American first graders. Featuring a new Introduction, filled with opportunities for reading aloud and
fostering discussion, this first-grade volume of the acclaimed Core Knowledge Series presents the
sort of knowledge and skills that should be at the core of a challenging first-grade education. Inside
you’ll discover • Favorite poems—old and new, such as “The Owl and the Pussycat,” “Wynken,
Blynken, and Nod,” and “Thirty Days Hath September” • Beloved stories—from many times and
lands, including a selection of Aesop’s fables, “Hansel and Gretel,” “All Stories Are Anansi’s,” “The

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-009/Book?ID=dQi88-8673&title=what-your-1st-grader-needs-to-know.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-32/pdf?docid=dpH57-2351&title=water-pollution-gizmo-answer-key-pdf.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-32/pdf?docid=dpH57-2351&title=water-pollution-gizmo-answer-key-pdf.pdf


Tale of Peter Rabbit,” and more • Familiar sayings and phrases—such as “Do unto others as you
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and teachers across the nation have agreed upon for American fourth graders. Featuring full-color
illustrations throughout, a bolder, easier-to-follow format, and a thoroughly updated curriculum,
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you’ll discover • Favorite poems—old and new, from the familiar classic “Paul Revere’s Ride” to
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common English sayings and phrases • World and American history and geography—explore world
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to the orchestra, plus great composers and sing-along lyrics for such favorites as “Auld Lang Syne”
and “Waltzing Matilda” • Math—challenging lessons ranging from fractions and decimals to



understanding graphs, making change, square roots, and the metric system • Science—discover the
wonders of the human body and its systems, learn about electricity, atoms, chemistry, geology, and
meteorology, plus concise biographies of some of the great scientists of our time
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Math Power Patricia Clark Kenschaft, 2014-01-05
Critically acclaimed and commercially successful, this resource is packed with useful information
and instruction. Features proven teaching techniques, games, and more. Suitable for parents of
children from preschool to age 10. 2006 edition.
  what your 1st grader needs to know: What Your Third Grader Needs to Know (Revised and
Updated) E.D. Hirsch, Jr., 2015-08-25 Give your child a smart start with the revised and updated
What Your Third Grader Needs to Know What should your child learn in the third grade? How can
you help him or her at home? This book answers these important questions and more, offering the
specific shared knowledge that thousands of parents and teachers across the nation have agreed
upon for American third graders. Featuring sixteen pages of illustrations, a bolder, easier-to-follow
format, and a thoroughly updated curriculum, What Your Third Grader Needs to Know is designed
for parents and teachers to enjoy with children. Hundreds of thousands of children have benefited
from the Core Knowledge Series. This edition, featuring a new Introduction, gives today’s generation
of third graders the advantage they need to make progress in school and to establish an approach to
learning that will last a lifetime. In this book you’ll discover • Favorite poems—old and new, from the
traditional rhyme “For Want of Nail” to Lewis Carroll’s whimsical poem “The Crocodile” •
Literature—including Native American stories, African folktales, European fairy tales, classic myths
from ancient Greece, stories from ancient Rome, and more • Learning about language—the basics of
written English, including sentence structure, parts of speech, and a first look at writing a report or
letter • World and American history and geography—journey down the great rivers of Europe,
Africa, Asia, and Australia, visit ancient Rome, and experience the earliest days of America with the
Pilgrims and Native Americans • Visual arts—an introduction to masterworks by Rembrandt, Henri
Matisse, Mary Cassatt, and others, with gorgeous reproductions and fun, do-it-yourself activities •
Music—the fundamentals of appreciating, reading, and making music, plus great composers,
instruments, and sing-along lyrics for songs such as “Bicycle Built for Two” and “He’s Got the Whole
World in His Hands” • Math—stimulating lessons ranging from counting money to solving division
problems, numbers through 100,000, graphs, and the metric system • Science—fascinating
discussions on the natural world, the cycles of life, the human body and its systems, and the
environment, with accompanying activities and stories about famous scientists such as Copernicus
and Alexander Graham Bell
  what your 1st grader needs to know: What Your First Grader Needs to Know E. D. Hirsch,
1991-01-01 Describes what an educated child should know at the first-grade level, discusses subjects
ranging from nursery rhymes to math and science, and includes activities to make learning fun
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Culture Wars Ira Shor, 1992-09 This lively and
controversial work critiques the conservative efforts in the 1970s and 1980s to undo the educational
reforms of the 1960s, to reestablish control over the curriculum, and to change the nature of the
debate and the goals of education. An outstanding work of educational theory and history.—John
Coatsworth, University of Chicago
  what your 1st grader needs to know: The Big Book of Home Learning Volume 1 Getting
Started Mary Pride, 2000-09
  what your 1st grader needs to know: What Every 1st Grade Teacher Needs to Know
Margaret Berry Wilson, 2011 You're teaching first grade this year. What do you need to know?
Margaret Berry Wilson gives you practical information about daily routines, furniture, and much
more. She starts with a concise review of first graders' common developmental characteristics and
then shows how to adjust your classroom and your teaching to fit these common characteristics. The
result: Students can learn, and you can teach, with minimum frustration and maximum ease and joy.
In a warm, conversational style punctuated with anecdotes and examples from her own classrooms,
Margaret shares practical know-how on topics like this: Arranging a circle, desks, and tables



Choosing and storing supplies Scheduling a child-centered day and teaching daily routines Planning
special projects and field trips that maximize learning and build community Understanding the
special concerns of first graders' parents and finding the best ways to communicate
  what your 1st grader needs to know: What Your Second Grader Needs to Know (Revised
and Updated) E.D. Hirsch, Jr., 2014-08-26 Give your child a smart start with the revised and
updated What Your Second Grader Needs to Know What will your child be expected to learn in the
second grade? How can you help him or her at home? This book answers these all-important
questions and more, offering the specific shared knowledge that hundreds of parents and teachers
across the nation have agreed upon for American second graders. Designed for parents and teachers
to enjoy with children, featuring a new Introduction, this second-grade volume of the Core
Knowledge Series presents the knowledge and skills that should be at the core of a challenging
second-grade education, including • Favorite poems—old and new, from “Caterpillars” to Gwendolyn
Brooks’s prizewinning “Rudolph Is Tired of the City” • Literature—from around the world, with
African folktales, American tall tales, European fairy tales, and classic myths from ancient Greece •
Learning about language—the basic building blocks of written English, all explained with a touch of
humor and common sense • World and American history and geography—visit Japan, explore ancient
Greece, travel the Underground Railroad with Harriet Tubman • Visual arts—with activities and
full-color illustrations of masterworks by El Greco, Van Gogh, Matisse, and others • Music—basic
theory, great composers, instruments, and fun-to-sing songs such as “I’ve Been Working on the
Railroad” and “Do-Re-Mi” • Math—challenging lessons ranging from telling time to doing fractions,
numbers to 100, and a first look at geometry • Science—the cycle of life and the seasons, levers and
magnets, the wonder of the human body, and more, with lots of hands-on activities and stories about
famous scientists
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Doing Educational Research , 2006-01-01 Doing
Educational Research explores a variety of important issues and methods in educational research.
Contributors include some of the most important voices in educational research. In the handbook
these scholars provide detailed insights into one dimension of the research process that engages
both students as well as experienced researchers with key concepts and recent innovations in the
domain. The editors and authors believe that there is a need for a handbook on educational research
that is both practical as it introduces beginning scholars to the field and innovative as it pushes the
boundaries of the conversation about educational research at this historical juncture. In this
collection the editors and authors explore a variety of topics from methodologies such as
ethnography, action research, hermeneutics, historiography, psychoanalysis, literary criticism to
issues such as social theory, epistemology, and paradigms. Readers will be pleased with the way the
book addresses complex topics in an accessible and readable manner.
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Building Background Knowledge for Academic
Achievement Robert J. Marzano, 2004-08-15 The author of Classroom Instruction That Works
discusses teaching methods that can help overcome the deficiencies in background knowledge that
hamper many students' progress in school.
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Multicultural and Ethnic Children's Literature in
the United States Donna L. Gilton, 2007-07-09 This book describes the history and characteristics
of ethnic and multicultural children's literature in the U.S., as well as related materials published
elsewhere. It relates in great detail the people, businesses, organizations, and institutions that
create, disseminate, promote, critique, and collect these materials. Author Donna Gilton gives a
detailed history of U.S. multicultural and ethnic children's literature throughout several historic
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characteristics of U.S. multicultural children's books, the major issues in the field, and multicultural
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all this, Multicultural and Ethnic Children's Literature in the United States brings together valuable
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distributors, and community leaders who wish to use and promote this material with children.
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Books to Build On E.D. Hirsch, Jr., 2009-10-14 The
invaluable grade-by-grade guide (kindergarten—sixth) is designed to help parents and teachers
select some of the best books for children. Books to Build On recommends: • for kindergartners,
lively collections of poetry and stories, such as The Children’s Aesop, and imaginative alphabet
books such as Bill Martin, Jr.’s Chicka Chicka Boom Boom and Lucy Micklewait’s I Spy: An Alphabet
in Art • for first graders, fine books on the fine arts, such as Ann Hayes’s Meet the Orchestra, the
hands-on guide My First Music Book, and the thought-provoking Come Look with Me series of art
books for children • for second graders, books that open doors to world cultures and history, such as
Leonard Everett Fisher’s The Great Wall of China and Marcia Willaims’s humorous Greek Myths for
Young Children • for third graders, books that bring to life the wonders of ancient Rome, such as
Living in Ancient Rome, and fascinating books about astronomy, such as Seymour Simon’s Our Solar
System • for fourth graders, engaging books on history, including Jean Fritz’s Shh! We're Writing
the Constitution, and many books on Africa, including the stunningly illustrated story of Sundiata:
Lion King of Mali • for fifth graders, a version of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream that
retains much of the original language but condenses the play for reading or performance by young
students, and Michael McCurdy’s Escape from Slavery: The Boyhood of Frederick Douglass • for
sixth graders, an eloquent retelling of the Iliad and the Odyssey, and the well-written American
history series, A History of US . . . and many, many more!
  what your 1st grader needs to know: What Every 6th Grader Needs to Know to Ensure
Success in School Sheila Greenberg, 1999-06 The Practice and Learn series reinforces grade-level
skills for children in elementary school. Both parents and teachers can benefit from the variety of
exercises in each book. Teachers and parents can select pages to provide additional practice for
concepts covered in class and reinforce homework assignments. Ready-to-use worksheets are ideal
for summer review.
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Misguided Education Reform Nancy E. Bailey,
2013-07-29 Misguided Education Reform: Debating the Impact on Students argues for reforms that
will help, not hurt, America’s public school students. Early childhood education, testing, reading,
special education, discipline, loss of the arts, and school facilities, are all areas experiencing reform
in the wrong direction. This book says “no” to the reforms that fail, and challenges Americans to
address the real student needs that will fix public schools and make America strong.
  what your 1st grader needs to know: The Schools We Need E.D. Hirsch, Jr., 2010-02-17
This paperback edition, with a new introduction, offers a powerful, compelling, and unassailable
argument for reforming America's schooling methods and ideas--by one of America's most important
educators, and author of the bestselling Cultural Literacy. For over fifty years, American schools
have operated under the assumption that challenging children academically is unnatural for them,
that teachers do not need to know the subjects they teach, that the learning process should be
emphasized over the facts taught. All of this is tragically wrong. Renowned educator and author E.
D. Hirsch, Jr., argues that, by disdaining content-based curricula while favoring abstract--and
discredited--theories of how a child learns, the ideas uniformly taught by our schools have done
terrible harm to America's students. Instead of preparing our children for the highly competitive,
information-based economy in which we now live, our schools' practices have severely curtailed their
ability, and desire, to learn. With an introduction that surveys developments in education since the
hardcover edition was published, The Schools We Need is a passionate and thoughtful book that will
appeal to the millions of people who can't understand why America's schools aren't educating our
children.
  what your 1st grader needs to know: Highlighting Homeschooling Bethany Gardiner, 2011-06
This guide will help you through every step of the homeschooling process, from making the initial
choice to choosing a curriculum to launching your children successfully into college and beyond.
Discover what has worked and what hasn't for other homeschooling families while you learn how to
develop your own individual style. Allow your family to grow closer, learn how to deal with those



who don't understand your choices, and find fulfillment in your role as the primary educator without
losing yourself in the process.
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