
australia in the great war
Australia in the Great War: A Nation Forged in Fire

australia in the great war is a story of bravery, sacrifice, and transformation. When the world
plunged into the chaos of World War I in 1914, Australia, as a dominion of the British Empire, found
itself thrust onto the global stage in a conflict that would forever change its national identity. From
the dusty trenches of Gallipoli to the bloody fields of the Western Front, Australia's involvement in the
Great War left an indelible mark on its people and its history.

The Outbreak of War and Australia’s Immediate
Response

When Britain declared war on Germany on August 4, 1914, Australia was quick to follow suit. Despite
being thousands of miles away from Europe, the young nation—only 13 years old since
federation—answered the call with enthusiasm. There was a strong sense of loyalty to the British
Empire, and many Australians saw the war as an opportunity to prove their nation’s worth on the
international stage.

Recruitment and Mobilization

The Australian Imperial Force (AIF) was formed rapidly, with volunteers flooding recruitment centers
across the country. Initially, around 20,000 men signed up to serve overseas. This voluntary
enlistment reflected the patriotic fervor and the belief in the cause of defending freedom and the
Empire. However, as the war dragged on and casualties mounted, recruitment became increasingly
difficult, leading to contentious debates over conscription later in the war.

Gallipoli: The Defining Moment for Australia in the
Great War

One cannot discuss australia in the great war without highlighting the Gallipoli Campaign, arguably
the most iconic and defining chapter of Australia’s military history.

The Gallipoli Landing and Campaign

In April 1915, Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) troops landed on the Gallipoli
Peninsula in modern-day Turkey. The objective was to open a new front against the Ottoman Empire,
secure the Dardanelles strait, and ultimately capture Constantinople (now Istanbul). However, the
campaign quickly turned into a grueling stalemate marked by harsh conditions, fierce fighting, and
heavy casualties.



The rugged terrain and well-entrenched Ottoman defenders made progress difficult, and the ANZACs
faced constant challenges such as disease, supply shortages, and brutal weather. Despite their
courage and determination, the campaign failed to achieve its strategic goals and was eventually
evacuated in December 1915.

The Legacy of Gallipoli

Though a military failure, Gallipoli became a crucible for Australian national identity. The ANZAC
legend was born, symbolizing qualities like mateship, courage, resilience, and sacrifice. Every year on
April 25th, ANZAC Day is commemorated across Australia to honor those who served and died during
the campaign and subsequent conflicts. This day serves as a poignant reminder of the price paid
during the Great War and the spirit forged in its crucible.

Australia's Role on the Western Front

After Gallipoli, the Australian forces were redeployed to the Western Front in France and Belgium,
where they played a crucial role in some of the war’s most intense battles.

Major Battles and Contributions

Australian troops fought in several key engagements, including the Battle of the Somme in 1916, the
Battle of Pozières, and the infamous Battle of Passchendaele in 1917. These battles were
characterized by trench warfare, artillery bombardments, and staggering casualties.

The Australians earned a reputation as fierce and effective soldiers, often called upon to hold critical
positions or lead offensives. The Battle of Hamel in 1918 demonstrated their tactical innovation and
coordination with tanks and aircraft, setting new standards for combined arms warfare.

The Human Cost

The toll on Australian soldiers was immense. Over 330,000 Australians enlisted, representing nearly
40% of the male population aged 18 to 44. Of these, more than 60,000 were killed, and another
156,000 wounded, gassed, or taken prisoner. The war left deep scars—not only physical but
psychological—on survivors and the nation as a whole.

Support on the Home Front

While Australian soldiers fought overseas, the home front was vital in sustaining the war effort.



Women’s Roles and Contributions

Australian women played a crucial role during the Great War, stepping into jobs left vacant by men
who went to fight. Women worked in factories, served as nurses in military hospitals, and organized
fundraising drives to support troops. The Australian Army Nursing Service was highly regarded, with
many nurses serving near the front lines, providing critical care under challenging conditions.

Economic and Social Impact

The war effort placed significant strain on Australia’s economy, leading to increased government
control over industries and rationing of goods. Socially, the war sparked debates over conscription,
national identity, and the treatment of returned soldiers. The conscription plebiscites of 1916 and
1917 were divisive and ultimately unsuccessful, reflecting deep divisions within Australian society.

Aftermath and the Shaping of Modern Australia

The conclusion of the Great War in 1918 did not mark the end of its impact on Australia. The returned
soldiers, known as the Anzacs, came home to a country that had been forever changed.

Reintegration and Commemoration

Returning servicemen faced challenges reintegrating into civilian life, including unemployment and
dealing with war injuries, both physical and psychological. The government established repatriation
programs to assist veterans, but many struggled nonetheless.

The war also led to the establishment of numerous war memorials and commemorative traditions
across Australia. ANZAC Day became a national day of remembrance, and the sacrifices of the Great
War were woven into the national consciousness.

Political and Cultural Shifts

Australia’s experience in the Great War contributed to a growing sense of independence from Britain.
The sacrifices of Australian soldiers were seen as proof that the nation was capable of standing on its
own. This shift influenced Australia’s foreign policy and identity in the decades that followed.

Culturally, the war inspired a wealth of literature, poetry, and art that grappled with themes of
heroism, loss, and the futility of war. The stories of the Great War continue to resonate in Australian
culture today.



Understanding Australia’s Place in World War I History

Reflecting on australia in the great war offers valuable insights into the nation’s development and the
complexities of global conflict. It reminds us that while Australia was geographically distant from the
battlefields of Europe and the Middle East, its people were deeply involved and profoundly affected.

The Great War was a defining moment that tested the young nation’s resolve, shaped its identity, and
left a legacy that continues to influence Australian society and memory. For those interested in
military history, Australian heritage, or the human stories behind global events, exploring Australia’s
role in the Great War is both enlightening and moving.

Whether through visiting battlefields, reading personal letters and diaries, or participating in ANZAC
Day commemorations, Australians and people worldwide can connect with this significant chapter of
history. It serves as a powerful reminder of the costs of war and the enduring spirit of those who
served.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Australia play in the Great War?
Australia played a significant role in the Great War by contributing troops to the Allied forces,
particularly in campaigns such as Gallipoli, the Western Front, and the Middle East.

How many Australian soldiers served in the Great War?
Around 416,000 Australian men enlisted and served in the Great War from a population of fewer than
5 million.

What was the significance of the Gallipoli campaign for
Australia?
The Gallipoli campaign was significant for Australia as it marked the first major military action fought
by Australian troops in the Great War and became a defining moment in Australian national identity
and remembrance.

When did Australian troops first see combat in the Great War?
Australian troops first saw combat in the Great War during the Gallipoli landings on April 25, 1915.

What was the Australian Imperial Force (AIF)?
The Australian Imperial Force (AIF) was the expeditionary force raised by Australia for overseas
service during the Great War, composed of volunteer soldiers.



How did the Great War impact Australian society?
The Great War had profound impacts on Australian society, including loss of life, economic changes,
shifts in social roles, and fostering a strong sense of national identity and commemoration.

What was the role of the ANZACs in the Great War?
The ANZACs (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) were key participants in the Gallipoli campaign
and other battles, symbolizing courage and sacrifice in the Great War.

How many Australian soldiers died during the Great War?
Approximately 60,000 Australian soldiers died during the Great War, with many more wounded or
missing.

What is ANZAC Day and how is it related to Australia's
involvement in the Great War?
ANZAC Day, observed on April 25th, commemorates the landing of Australian and New Zealand
troops at Gallipoli in 1915 and honors all Australians who served and died in wars, including the Great
War.

Did Australia's participation in the Great War influence its
international status?
Yes, Australia's significant contribution and sacrifices in the Great War elevated its international
status and fostered a greater sense of independence within the British Empire.

Additional Resources
Australia in the Great War: An In-Depth Analysis of Its Role and Impact

australia in the great war represents a defining chapter in the nation’s history, marking its
emergence onto the global stage amidst one of the most devastating conflicts of the 20th century.
The participation of Australia in World War I, commonly referred to as the Great War, was not only
significant in military terms but also transformative for its national identity, society, and political
landscape. This article examines Australia’s involvement in the Great War through a comprehensive
lens, exploring its military contributions, social implications, and lasting legacy.

Australia’s Entry and Military Contributions

When the Great War erupted in August 1914, Australia, as a dominion of the British Empire, was
automatically involved. The initial response was marked by enthusiasm and a strong sense of loyalty
to Britain. Within weeks, the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) was formed, consisting largely of
volunteers. The government’s decision to commit troops underscores Australia’s geopolitical ties and



its willingness to assert itself in global affairs.

Mobilization and Recruitment

Australia’s population at the time was approximately 4.9 million, with around 416,000 men enlisted
by the end of the war. This figure, representing nearly 38% of the male population aged between 18
and 44, was substantial in proportion. Recruitment campaigns were characterized by patriotic
appeals, and conscription debates later revealed deep divisions within Australian society.

Key Battles and Military Engagements

The Australian forces participated in several pivotal battles, most notably the Gallipoli Campaign in
1915. Although ultimately unsuccessful militarily, Gallipoli has become emblematic of Australian
bravery and sacrifice. The campaign’s harsh conditions and heavy casualties left a profound impact
on the national psyche.

Beyond Gallipoli, Australian troops distinguished themselves on the Western Front in battles such as
Pozières, Fromelles, and Villers-Bretonneux. Their effectiveness in trench warfare demonstrated
tactical adaptability and resilience. By war’s end, Australia suffered approximately 60,000 deaths and
156,000 wounded, a staggering toll relative to its population size.

Social and Political Impact of the Great War on
Australia

The ramifications of Australia in the Great War extended far beyond the battlefield, precipitating
significant social and political changes.

Conscription Controversies and Societal Divides

The issue of conscription polarized Australia. Two referendums in 1916 and 1917, both narrowly
defeated, revealed tensions between urban and rural populations, labor unions, and various ethnic
communities. The debates fractured political parties and strained community relations, highlighting
the challenges of maintaining unity during wartime.

Women’s Roles and the Home Front

With many men deployed overseas, women’s roles expanded significantly during the war. They took
on increased responsibilities in industries, agriculture, and community organizations. The war
accelerated discussions about women’s suffrage and social rights, contributing to progressive
movements that would shape Australia’s future.



Indigenous Australians and the Great War

Indigenous Australians’ participation was limited by official policies, yet many still enlisted, often
facing discrimination. Their contributions have historically been under-recognized but are now
acknowledged as an important aspect of Australia’s war history, reflecting broader themes of
inclusion and national identity.

Legacy and Commemoration

The legacy of Australia in the Great War is deeply embedded in the national consciousness,
influencing cultural expressions and public memory.

ANZAC Day and National Identity

ANZAC Day, commemorated annually on April 25th, honors the sacrifices of Australian and New
Zealand soldiers. Originating from the Gallipoli landings, this day has evolved into a solemn national
observance reflecting themes of courage, mateship, and resilience. It plays a critical role in
maintaining historical awareness and fostering a sense of unity.

War Memorials and Historical Scholarship

Australia’s numerous war memorials, including the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, serve as
repositories of history and education. Scholarly research continues to explore the complexities of
Australia’s war experience, including its strategic decisions, social dynamics, and the impact on
veterans.

Comparative Analysis with Other Nations

Compared to other British dominions, Australia’s contribution was disproportionately large relative to
its population. Nations such as Canada and New Zealand also made significant contributions, but
Australia’s casualty rates were among the highest. This fact underscores the intensity of its
involvement and the profound sacrifices made.

Challenges and Controversies in Historical
Interpretation

While Australia’s role in the Great War is often celebrated, it is also subject to critical re-evaluation.



Myth versus Reality: The ANZAC legend sometimes overshadows the war’s complexities,
including the strategic failures and ethical questions surrounding the conflict.

Indigenous and Minority Perspectives: Greater attention is being paid to the experiences of
marginalized groups, challenging dominant narratives.

Political Ramifications: The war’s influence on Australia’s move towards greater
independence from Britain is an area of ongoing academic interest.

This nuanced understanding allows for a more balanced appreciation of Australia’s involvement,
recognizing both heroism and hardship.

Australia in the Great War remains a pivotal subject for historians, educators, and the public alike. Its
multifaceted impact—military, social, and cultural—continues to shape contemporary Australian
identity. As new research and perspectives emerge, the story of Australia’s Great War experience
evolves, reflecting the complexities inherent in any national history intertwined with global conflict.

Australia In The Great War
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  australia in the great war: Australia and the Great War Michael JK Walsh, Andrekos
Varnava, 2016-01-01 Australia and the Great War explores both the immediate and long-term
consequences of the war on this complex relationship, looking in particular at identity, history,
gender, propaganda, economics and nationalism. This multidisciplinary collection of essays unveils
the creation and subsequent [mis]use of histories and mythologies while considering the necessity
and nature of both remembering, and forgetting, war.
  australia in the great war: Australia and the Great War 1914-1918 Leslie Lloyd Robson,
1969
  australia in the great war: The Broken Years Bill Gammage, 1974 Diaries and letters of
soldiers in the Great War.
  australia in the great war: Remembering the Great War in the Middle East Hans-Lukas Kieser,
Thomas Schmutz, Pearl Nunn, 2021-10-07 This book addresses the conflicts, myths, and memories
that grew out of the Great War in Ottoman Turkey, and their legacies in society and politics. It is the
third volume in a series dedicated to the combined analysis of the Ottoman Great War and the
Armenian Genocide. In Australia and New Zealand, and even more in the post-Ottoman Middle East,
the memory of the First World War still has an immediacy that it has long lost in Europe. For the
post-Ottoman regions, the first of the two World Wars, which ended Ottoman rule, was the formative
experience. This volume analyses this complex configuration: why these entanglements became
possible; how shared or even contradictory memories have been constructed over the past hundred
years, and how differing historiographies have developed. Remembering the Great War in the
Middle East reaches towards a new conceptualization of the “long last Ottoman decade” (1912-22),
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one that places this era and its actors more firmly at the center, instead of on the periphery, of a
history of a Greater Europe, a history comprising – as contemporary maps did – Europe, Russia, and
the Ottoman world.
  australia in the great war: The Great War Les Carlyon, 2014-11-01 Les Carlyon's The Great
War is the epic story of the fighting men who wove themselves into legend as part of the largest
tragedy in Australian history - 179,000 dead and wounded - leaving a nation to mourn its fallen
heroes in 'one long national funeral' into the 1930s and, now again, a century later. As he did with
the best-seller Gallipoli, Carlyon leads the reader behind the lines, across the western front and
other theatres of battle, and deep into the minds of the men who are witnesses to war. Having
walked the fields of France, Belgium and Turkey on his quest for a truth beyond the myth, Carlyon
weaves us a mesmerising narrative that shifts seamlessly from the hatching of grand strategies in
the political salons of London and St Petersburg to the muddy, bloody trenches of Pozieres and
Passchendaele where ordinary soldiers descended into a maelstrom unimaginable. The Great War is
history at its best - a brilliant account of the most vital event in Australian history. Winner of the
ABIA Awards' Book of the Year 2009 Winner of the ABIA Awards' General Non-fiction Book of the
Year 2009
  australia in the great war: Broken Nation Joan Beaumont, 2013-10-30 The Australian
experience of war in all its complexity - from the homefront as well as the battlefront - as the men
and women who experienced it chose to understand and remember it. Winner of the 2014 Prime
Minister's Literary Award for Australian History. The Great War is, for many Australians, the event
that defined our nation. The larrikin diggers, trench warfare, and the landing at Gallipoli have
become the stuff of the Anzac 'legend'. But it was also a war fought by the families at home. Their
resilience in the face of hardship, their stoic acceptance of enormous casualty lists and their belief
that their cause was just, made the war effort possible. Broken Nation is the first book to bring
together all the dimensions of World War I. Combining deep scholarship with powerful storytelling,
Joan Beaumont brings the war years to life: from the well-known battles at Gallipoli, Pozieres,
Fromelles and Villers-Bretonneux, to the lesser known battles in Europe and the Middle East; from
the ferocious debates over conscription to the disillusioning Paris peace conference and the
devastating 'Spanish' flu the soldiers brought home. We witness the fear and courage of tens of
thousands of soldiers, grapple with the strategic nightmares confronting the commanders, and come
to understand the impact on Australians at home and at the front of death on an unprecedented
scale. A century after the Great War, Broken Nation brings lucid insight into the dramatic events,
mass grief and political turmoil that makes the memory of this terrible war central to Australia's
history. 'A deeply researched, judicious and multi-faceted account of the war that became Australia's
greatest tragedy - highly readable for a modern audience.' - David Horner, Professor of Australian
Defence History, Australian National University
  australia in the great war: Eric Bogle, Music and the Great War Michael J. K. Walsh,
2018-01-02 Eric Bogle has written many iconic songs that deal with the futility and waste of war.
Two of these in particular, ‘And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda’ and ‘No Man’s Land (a.k.a. The
Green Fields of France)’, have been recorded numerous times in a dozen or more languages
indicating the universality and power of their simple message. Bogle’s other compositions about the
First World War give a voice to the voiceless, prominence to the forgotten and personality to the
anonymous as they interrogate the human experience, celebrate its spirit and empathise with its
suffering. This book examines Eric Bogle’s songs about the Great War within the geographies and
socio-cultural contexts in which they were written and consumed. From Anzac Day in Australia and
Turkey to the ‘The Troubles’ in Northern Ireland and from small Aboriginal communities in the
Coorong to the influence of prime ministers and rock stars on a world stage, we are urged to
contemplate the nature and importance of popular culture in shaping contemporary notions of
history and national identity. It is entirely appropriate that we do so through the words of an artist
who Melody Maker described as ‘the most important songwriter of our time’.
  australia in the great war: The Australian People and the Great War Michael McKernan,



1984 World War I (1) - Gallipoli - Churches and the war - Empire loyalty - Women at war - Sport and
war in Australia - Australia Imperial Forces abroad - German Australians - Rural Australia and the
war.
  australia in the great war: 1918 Libby Gleeson, 2018-03-22 The planes kept flying low above
them. They were dropping bombs and the noise drowned out all other sounds. After an hour the
signal rang out and they surged forward through the smoke. Thousands of men screaming and
yelling, their line was kilometres wide. Behind them came Monash's tanks, those huge, new mobile
machines. They smothered the land they ran over; flattening the crops and then any wire left
standing. With Russia out of the war, the Germans have sent all the troops to the Western Front.
Almost defeated, a small group of Australians fight to hold the enemy back at Villers Brettoneux.
Weary after years of fighting and deadlock, Ned and his mates know that the war will be lost if they
can't turn the tide. More and more, Ned's thoughts turn to home, not knowing if he will ever see his
family, or his brother, again.
  australia in the great war: Australia and World Crisis, 1914-1923 Neville Meaney,
2009-07-31 Australia and World Crisis, 1914–1923 is the second volume in a pioneering two-volume
history of Australian defence and foreign policy. It is based on wide-ranging research in collections
of personal and official papers in Australia, Britain, the United States and Canada. Linking up with
the first volume, The Search for Security in the Pacific, it offers a new and path-breaking
understanding of Australia's relations with the world from the outbreak of the First World War to the
making of peace in Europe and the Pacific. This study explores a number of fundamental issues that
shaped Australia's response to the world in this era, such as race and culture, geopolitics and
security, domestic divisions and ideas of loyalty, and the philosophies and personalities of the chief
policy makers. From the outset of this global conflict Australia was involved in a 'hot war' in Europe
against Germany and its allies, and in a 'cold war' in the Pacific against Japan. The British
Australians, for reasons of sentiment and interest, supported the Mother Country, but even as they
did so they were deeply concerned about Japan's ambitions. As a result Japan figured prominently in
Australia's approach to the war and the peace. Indeed for the Australians the 'cold war' did not come
to an end until the Washington Conference of 1921–2, when Japan with the other Pacific powers
agreed to limit naval building and to respect existing territories in China and the Pacific. In tracing
out this story, the book throws light on many particular aspects of the 'hot' and 'cold' wars. They
include the origins of Asian studies in Australia, intelligence gathering, the secret service and loyalty
leagues, the fear of Japan in the conscription controversy, Irish Catholics and the Anglo-Irish War.
The labour movement and the Bolshevik revolution, the ideological clash of the American President
and the Australian Prime Minister over peacemaking, the visit of the Prince of Wales, 'Britishness'
and the failure of the idea of Greater Britain all influenced the development of Australia's defence
and foreign policy. At the end of the book there is an attempt to provide an assessment of Australia's
leadership through these testing times and to point out the significance of this experience for a later
generation of Australia policy makers.
  australia in the great war: When We Dead Awaken: Australia, New Zealand, and the Armenian
Genocide James Robins, 2020-11-12 On April 25th 1915, during the First World War, the famous
Anzacs landed ashore at Gallipoli. At the exact same moment, leading figures of Armenian life in the
Ottoman Empire were being arrested in vast numbers. That dark day marks the simultaneous birth
of a national story – and the beginning of a genocide. When We Dead Awaken – the first narrative
history of the Armenian Genocide in decades – draws these two landmark historical events together.
James Robins explores the accounts of Anzac Prisoners of War who witnessed the genocide, the
experiences of soldiers who risked their lives to defend refugees, and Australia and New Zealand's
participation in the enormous post-war Armenian relief movement. By exploring the vital political
implications of this unexplored history, When We Dead Awaken questions the national folklore of
Australia, New Zealand, and Turkey – and the mythology of Anzac Day itself.
  australia in the great war: Australia and World Crisis, 1914-1923 Neville Kingsley Meaney,
2009 Australia and World Crisis, 1914-1923 is the second volume in a pioneering two-volume history



of Australian defence and foreign policy. It is based on wide-ranging research in collections of
personal and official papers in Australia, Britain, the United States and Canada. Linking up with the
first volume, The Search for Security in the Pacific, it offers a new and path-breaking understanding
of Australia's relations with the world from the outbreak of the First World War to the making of
peace in Europe and the Pacific. This study explores a number of fundamental issues that shaped
Australia's response to the world in this era, such as race and culture, geopolitics and security,
domestic divisions and ideas of loyalty, and the philosophies and personalities of the chief policy
makers. From the outset of this global conflict Australia was involved in a 'hot war' in Europe
against Germany and its allies, and in a 'cold war' in the Pacific against Japan. The British
Australians, for reasons of sentiment and interest, supported the Mother Country, but even as they
did so they were deeply concerned about Japan's ambitions. As a result Japan figured prominently in
Australia's approach to the war and the peace. Indeed for the Australians the 'cold war' did not come
to an end until the Washington Conference of 1921-2, when Japan with the other Pacific powers
agreed to limit naval building and to respect existing territories in China and the Pacific. In tracing
out this story, the book throws light on many particular aspects of the 'hot' and 'cold' wars. They
include the origins of Asian studies in Australia, intelligence gathering, the secret service and loyalty
leagues, the fear of Japan in the conscription controversy, Irish Catholics and the Anglo-Irish War.
The labour movement and the Bolshevik revolution, the ideological clash of the American President
and the Australian Prime Minister over peacemaking, the visit of the Prince of Wales, 'Britishness'
and the failure of the idea of Greater Britain all influenced the development of Australia's defence
and foreign policy. At the end of the book there is an attempt to provide an assessment of Australia's
leadership through these testing times and to point out the significance of this experience for a later
generation of Australia policy makers.
  australia in the great war: The Story of Australia Louise Johnson, Tanja Luckins, David
Walker, 2021-09-02 The Story of Australia provides a fresh, engaging and comprehensive
introduction to Australia’s history and geography. An island continent with distinct physical features,
Australia is home to the most enduring Indigenous cultures on the planet. In the late eighteenth
century newcomers from distant worlds brought great change. Since that time, Australia has been
shaped by many peoples with competing visions of what the future might hold. This new history of
Australia integrates a rich body of scholarship from many disciplines, drawing upon maps, novels,
poetry, art, music, diaries and letters, government and scientific reports, newspapers, architecture
and the land itself, engaging with Australia in its historical, geographical, national and global
contexts. It pays particular attention to women and Indigenous Australians, as well as exploring key
themes including invasion/colonisation, land use, urbanisation, war, migration, suburbia and social
movements for change. Elegantly written, readers will enjoy Australia’s story from its origins to the
present as the nation seeks to resolve tensions between Indigenous dispossession, British tradition
and multicultural diversity while finding its place in an Asian region and dealing with global
challenges like climate change. It is an ideal text for students, academics and general readers with
an interest in Australian history, geography, politics and culture.
  australia in the great war: Turkey and India in the Shadow of the Great War Burcu
Çevik-Compiègne, 2024-12-30 What do Turkey and India have in common? Burcu Çevik-Compiègne
brings sources from two apparently separate contexts into conversation to offer fresh insights into
the Great War and its ongoing legacy, highlighting the perspectives of people in two post-imperial
nation states. She uses public discourses, literature, oral histories, memorials and other material as
entry points into histories of writing, overwriting and erasing the shadows of an imperial war. The
connections and parallels between Turkey and India are traced in the narratives of self and the
nation from the war to the present and across the globe, all the way to contemporary Australia.
  australia in the great war: Fighting the Kaiserreich Bruce Gaunson, 2018-09-01 This book
portrays a modern epic - of an army that sailed across the world to fight a war. Its struggle with the
Kaiserreich (German empire) became the most formidable campaign Australian troops have ever
fought. By the time Monash's soldiers broke through the Hindenburg Line, their achievement and its



cost were staggering. This epic was created by normal Australians, and is understandable to normal
Australians. Here, you won't need expertise in military terminology. But to appreciate the titanic
conflict the Diggers had entered, you'll find a clear picture of the Great War - its key issues and
extraordinary events. Before this book was written Australians could not get, in one concise volume,
the two interwoven sagas - of Australia's epic and the Great War itself. That's what this lively and
vigorous book offers. It draws on the sources of thirteen countries to present as many good
unknowns (women, men and fascinating situations) as it does big leaders, events, generals and
battles. In debate it's not shackled to old predictables, and while mindful of general readers, it relies
throughout on sound scholarship. For good measure, it bombards a few fallacies and their
well-overdue authors.
  australia in the great war: Australia's Great War: 1914 Sophie Masson, 2014-08-01 In June
1914, Louis and his brother Thomas are enjoying the European summer in a small town near
Sarajevo. In the shadow of the assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne, the world erupts into
war and Louis' life changes forever. Old Europe is torn apart and Louis finds himself in the midst of
his own battle – as fighting for the truth means that sometimes even your own side is against you.
  australia in the great war: The Great War in Post-Memory Literature and Film Martin
Löschnigg, Marzena Sokolowska-Paryz, 2014-10-14 The twenty-seven original contributions to this
volume investigate the ways in which the First World War has been commemorated and represented
internationally in prose fiction, drama, film, docudrama and comics from the 1960s until the present.
The volume thus provides a comprehensive survey of the cultural memory of the war as reflected in
various media across national cultures, addressing the complex connections between the cultural
post-memory of the war and its mediation. In four sections, the essays investigate (1) the cultural
legacy of the Great War (including its mythology and iconography); (2) the implications of different
forms and media for representing the war; (3) ‘national’ memories, foregrounding the differences in
post-memory representations and interpretations of the Great War, and (4) representations of the
Great War within larger temporal or spatial frameworks, focusing specifically on the ideological
dimensions of its ‘remembrance’ in historical, socio-political, gender-oriented, and post-colonial
contexts.
  australia in the great war: Australia and the Great War Michael J. K. Walsh, Andrekos
Varnava, 2016 The events of the Great War intensified the relationship between the British Empire
and Australia--the legacy can still be felt today. Australia and the Great War explores both the
immediate and longterm consequences of the war on this complex relationship, looking in particular
at identity, history, gender, propaganda, economics and nationalism. This multidisciplinary
collection of essays unveils the creation and subsequent [mis]use of histories and mythologies while
considering the necessity and nature of both remembering, and forgetting, war.
  australia in the great war: A History of Australia Mark Peel, Christina Twomey, 2017-12-22
This vivid, multi-dimensional history considers the key cultural, social, political and economic events
of Australia's history. Deftly weaving these issues into the wider global context, Mark Peel and
Christina Twomey provide an engaging overview of the country's past, from its first Indigenous
people, to the great migrations of recent centuries, and to those living within the more anxiously
controlled borders of the present day. This engaging textbook is an ideal resource for undergraduate
students and postgraduate students taking modules or courses on the History of Australia. It will
also appeal to general readers who are interested in obtaining a thorough overview of the entire
history of Australia, from the earliest times to the present, in one concise volume.
  australia in the great war: Museums, History and the Intimate Experience of the Great War
Joy Damousi, Deborah Tout-Smith, Bart Ziino, 2020-10-07 The Great War of 1914-1918 was fought
on the battlefield, on the sea and in the air, and in the heart. Museums Victoria’s exhibition World
War I: Love and Sorrow exposed not just the nature of that war, but its depth and duration in
personal and familial lives. Hailed by eminent scholar Jay Winter as one of the best which the
centenary of the Great War has occasioned, the exhibition delved into the war’s continuing
emotional claims on descendants and on those who encounter the war through museums today.



Contributors to this volume, drawn largely from the exhibition’s curators and advisory panel,
grapple with the complexities of recovering and presenting difficult histories of the war. In eleven
essays the book presents a new, more sensitive and nuanced narrative of the Great War, in which
families and individuals take centre stage. Together they uncover private reckonings with the costs
of that experience, not only in the years immediately after the war, but in the century since.
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