this day in science history

This Day in Science History: Celebrating Breakthroughs and Discoveries

this day in science history serves as a fascinating window into the
milestones that have shaped our understanding of the world. Every date in the
calendar holds unique significance, highlighting pivotal moments when
scientists made groundbreaking discoveries, invented transformative
technologies, or challenged conventional wisdom. Exploring these moments not
only honors the brilliant minds behind them but also inspires curiosity and
appreciation for the ongoing journey of scientific exploration.

Why Reflecting on This Day in Science History
Matters

Looking back on this day in science history helps connect us to the continuum
of human knowledge. Scientific progress is cumulative—each discovery builds
on previous insights, often sparked by curiosity, perseverance, and sometimes
serendipity. Remembering these events encourages a deeper appreciation for
the scientific method and its impact on daily life, from medicine and
technology to environmental awareness.

Moreover, these historical snapshots often remind us of the societal and
cultural contexts that influenced scientific work. Understanding the
challenges and breakthroughs of the past can illuminate present-day issues
and inspire future innovations.

Notable Scientific Events on This Day in
History

Throughout history, specific dates have witnessed remarkable scientific
achievements. While the exact events vary depending on the day, a few
categories frequently emerge when exploring science history timelines:

Major Discoveries and Inventions

On many days, scientists have unveiled discoveries that changed the course of
knowledge. For example, groundbreaking theories in physics, such as the
formulation of quantum mechanics or relativity, have often been announced or
published on significant dates. Similarly, inventions like the electric light
bulb, telephone, or early computers mark milestones that revolutionized how
we live and communicate.



Landmark Space Exploration Moments

The history of space exploration is peppered with memorable dates. Launches
of pioneering satellites, manned spaceflights, and moon landings frequently
become commemorated moments in science history. These events symbolize
humanity’'s quest to understand the cosmos and push the boundaries of what’s
possible.

Medical Breakthroughs and Public Health Advances

Medical science has had its share of historic days, from the discovery of
antibiotics to the development of vaccines that saved millions of lives.
These breakthroughs not only transformed healthcare but also reshaped
societies by improving life expectancy and quality of life.

How to Use This Day in Science History as a
Learning Tool

Engaging with the stories behind scientific milestones is a powerful way to
deepen your understanding of science. Here are a few tips on how to make the
most out of reflecting on this day in science history:

e Explore Primary Sources: Reading original papers, speeches, or patents
can offer insights into the mindset and context of the discovery.

e Connect Science to Everyday Life: Consider how a particular invention or
theory influences modern technology, medicine, or environmental
management.

e Discuss with Others: Sharing these stories can spark stimulating
conversations about science, ethics, and the future of research.

e Incorporate Into Education: Teachers and students can use historic
science dates as thematic anchors for lessons or projects.

Examples of Famous Scientific Events Celebrated
on Specific Dates

While “this day in science history” varies depending on the calendar date,
some events have become widely recognized and celebrated globally:



November 7: Marie Curie’s Nobel Prize Announcement

On November 7, 1911, Marie Curie was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for
her work on radioactivity. This day highlights not only her scientific
achievements but also her resilience as a pioneering woman in science.

July 20: Apollo 11 Moon Landing

July 20, 1969, marked the first time humans landed on the Moon. Neil
Armstrong’s famous words and the mission’s success epitomize human ingenuity
and exploration spirit.

April 25: Discovery of DNA Structure

On April 25, 1953, James Watson and Francis Crick published their paper
describing the double helix structure of DNA, a landmark in molecular
biology.

The Role of This Day in Science History in
Popular Culture and Media

Science history dates often serve as anchors for documentaries, museum
exhibits, and media specials. They provide natural opportunities for science
communicators to engage audiences with stories that blend human drama,
intellectual triumph, and technological wonder.

Social media platforms also capitalize on these anniversaries, sharing “on
this day” posts that spread awareness and encourage public participation in
science discussions. This increased visibility helps demystify science and
fosters a culture that values evidence-based knowledge.

Inspirations Drawn from Reflecting on Science
History

One of the most valuable aspects of exploring this day in science history is
the inspiration it offers. The tales of perseverance, creativity, and
sometimes failure remind us that science is a human endeavor. Behind every
formula or invention lies a story of curiosity and determination.

For aspiring scientists, these historical moments can serve as motivation to
pursue their passions despite obstacles. For the general public, they



highlight the importance of supporting scientific research and education as
drivers of societal progress.

Science history also teaches humility-reminding us that our current
understanding is part of an evolving narrative. Questions that once seemed
unanswerable have found solutions, and today’'s mysteries may be tomorrow’s
breakthroughs.

Continuing the Tradition: How to Celebrate This
Day in Science History Personally

If you want to make “this day in science history” a part of your routine,
consider these simple ways to celebrate and learn:

e Read a Biography: Choose a scientist whose anniversary falls on this day
and dive into their life story.

e Watch Documentaries: Visual stories about historic experiments or
inventions can make the past come alive.

e Visit Science Museums or Exhibits: Many institutions hold special events
or displays tied to notable scientific anniversaries.

e Engage in Citizen Science: Participate in projects or experiments that
contribute to ongoing research.

e Share Knowledge: Use social media or conversations to spread interesting
facts about the day’s scientific significance.

By weaving these activities into your life, you stay connected to the
fascinating legacy of science and its impact on humanity.

Reflecting on this day in science history is more than just an exercise in
nostalgia. It’s a celebration of human curiosity and the relentless pursuit
of knowledge that continues to transform our world in profound ways. Each
date holds a treasure trove of stories waiting to be explored, understood,
and shared. Whether you’re a scientist, educator, student, or simply a
curious mind, diving into these moments enriches your appreciation for the
vibrant tapestry of science.



Frequently Asked Questions

What major scientific event happened on this day in
history?

On this day, the discovery of the element oxygen by Joseph Priestley in 1774
was announced, marking a significant milestone in chemistry.

Which famous scientist was born on this day in
history?

Marie Curie, the pioneering physicist and chemist known for her research on
radioactivity, was born on this day in 1867.

What important invention was patented on this day in
science history?

The patent for the telephone, invented by Alexander Graham Bell, was filed on
this day in 1876.

Which groundbreaking space event occurred on this
day in science history?

On this day, the first human spacewalk was performed by Alexei Leonov in
1965, a major achievement in space exploration.

What significant medical breakthrough was announced
on this day?

The development of the polio vaccine by Jonas Salk was announced on this day
in 1955, revolutionizing disease prevention.

Which landmark scientific theory was proposed on
this day in history?

On this day, Charles Darwin presented his theory of natural selection in
1858, laying the foundation for modern evolutionary biology.

What notable physics discovery was made on this day?

The discovery of the electron by J.J. Thomson was announced on this day in
1897, fundamentally changing the understanding of atomic structure.



Which environmental science milestone occurred on
this day in history?

The first Earth Day was celebrated on this day in 1970, igniting the modern
environmental movement worldwide.

Additional Resources

**This Day in Science History: Milestones That Shaped Modern Understanding**

this day in science history marks a pivotal moment in the advancement of
human knowledge, commemorating breakthroughs that have influenced countless
fields from physics to biology. Each year, anniversaries of scientific
achievements serve not only as reminders of past ingenuity but also as
inspiration for future innovation. Exploring these milestones reveals the
intricate tapestry of discovery that underpins contemporary science and
technology.

Significant Scientific Events on This Day

Throughout history, specific dates have become synonymous with landmark
discoveries and transformative ideas. On this day, various moments stand out
for their profound impact on scientific progress.

The Discovery of the Electron

One of the most groundbreaking events commemorated on this day is J.J.
Thomson’s identification of the electron in 1897. This discovery
fundamentally altered the understanding of atomic structure by revealing that
atoms were not indivisible particles but composed of smaller subatomic
entities. Thomson'’s experiments with cathode rays demonstrated that electrons
carried a negative charge and had a mass much smaller than atoms, challenging
long-held notions and paving the way for quantum physics.

The identification of the electron also triggered a cascade of developments
in chemistry and electrical engineering. It facilitated advancements in
understanding chemical bonding, electrical conductivity, and the behavior of
gases under electrical influence. The electron's discovery exemplifies how
empirical evidence can overturn established theories and catalyze new
scientific paradigms.

Launch of the Hubble Space Telescope



Fast forward to the late 20th century, this day also marks the anniversary of
the launch of the Hubble Space Telescope in 1990. Hubble’s deployment
revolutionized observational astronomy by providing unprecedented clarity and
detail beyond Earth’s atmospheric distortion. Its observations have deepened
understanding of cosmic phenomena such as black holes, nebulae, and the
expansion rate of the universe.

The Hubble Space Telescope’s long operational life, exceeding initial
expectations by decades, demonstrates both the robustness of engineering and
the importance of continuous scientific inquiry. It has delivered invaluable
data that underpins contemporary cosmological models and has inspired
numerous follow-up missions aimed at expanding humanity’s gaze into the
COSmos.

Implications of These Scientific Milestones

Understanding the implications of these historical milestones requires
examining their broader effects on science and society.

Transforming Atomic Theory and Quantum Mechanics

The electron’s discovery was a cornerstone in the evolution of atomic theory.
It led to the Rutherford model of the atom and later to the Bohr model, which
introduced quantized electron orbits. These models, while eventually
superseded by quantum mechanics, were essential steps toward the modern
understanding of atomic and subatomic behavior.

Moreover, recognizing the electron’s properties enabled the development of
technologies such as semiconductors, integral to modern electronics. This has
had vast economic and social impacts, underpinning industries from computing
to telecommunications.

Expanding the Frontiers of Astronomy

The Hubble Space Telescope’s contributions illustrate how space-based
observatories overcome terrestrial limitations. By operating above Earth’s
atmosphere, Hubble avoids atmospheric interference that blurs images captured
by ground-based telescopes. This advantage has allowed astronomers to measure
distant galaxies’ redshifts more accurately, refining estimates of the
universe’s age and rate of expansion.

Additionally, Hubble’s imagery has popularized astronomy beyond the
scientific community, engaging the public’s imagination and fostering support
for space exploration initiatives. Its success showcases the synergy between
scientific ambition and technological innovation.



Contextualizing Scientific Progress Through
This Day in Science History

Reflecting on these achievements within the broader timeline of scientific
progress reveals recurring themes of curiosity, experimentation, and
technological advancement.

The Role of Experimentation and Instrumentation

Both Thomson’s electron discovery and Hubble’s deployment emphasize the
importance of precise instrumentation in scientific breakthroughs. Thomson’s
cathode ray tube experiments depended on controlled laboratory conditions and
novel detection methods, while Hubble’s success relied on cutting-edge optics
and engineering.

These examples highlight the iterative nature of science, where improved
tools enable more refined observations, which in turn lead to new theories
and applications.

Challenges and Controversies

Scientific milestones often face initial skepticism or technical challenges.
Thomson’s electron was initially met with questions about its implications
for existing atomic models. Similarly, Hubble’s early mission was marred by
the discovery of a flawed primary mirror, necessitating a complex servicing
mission to correct the issue.

Such hurdles demonstrate that progress is rarely linear and that problem-

solving is integral to scientific advancement. They also underscore the
importance of resilience and adaptability in research and development.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

The anniversaries commemorated on this day in science history serve as
touchstones for ongoing research and education.

Educational Impact

These historical events are frequently incorporated into science curricula
worldwide, providing case studies that illustrate fundamental principles and
the scientific method. They offer students insight into how empirical data



can challenge prevailing theories and lead to paradigm shifts.

Inspiration for Future Innovation

By recalling past achievements, contemporary scientists and engineers find
motivation to pursue unanswered questions and develop innovative
technologies. The electron’s discovery paved the way for quantum computing
and nanotechnology, while Hubble’s success has informed the design of next-
generation telescopes like the James Webb Space Telescope.

Electron discovery’s influence on electronics and materials science

Hubble’s role in refining cosmological models

Ongoing relevance of precision instrumentation

Importance of addressing technical setbacks in scientific missions

The continued study and celebration of this day in science history remind us
that each scientific breakthrough is part of a larger continuum, where
curiosity, rigorous experimentation, and persistent innovation drive
humanity’s understanding forward.

This Day In Science History
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this day in science history: Helping Humanity Grow James C. Jenkins, 2025-03-07 Using
science and mathematics to explain electromagnetism in an expanding universe.

this day in science history: History of Science IntroBooks, 2018-02-20 History of science,
since time immemorial, has embraced clearly defined interdisciplinary methods and perspectives,
and other fields of human endeavor are beginning to buy into the pace set by sciences.
Understanding science has become a more complex issue of discussion due to the numerous fields of
study it embodies. In times past, the idea of science was confined to limited areas, like natural
sciences, sociology, theology, philosophy and history. However, other fields like literary & cultural
studies, political science, ethnology, and anthropology were added to the long list towards the
twilights of the twentieth century. Such additions have successfully transformed science into an
object of rigorous and engaging scholarly investigation. The additions mentioned earlier,
contributing their quotas to the dictates of science, have blurred its erstwhile defined boundaries,
cutting off the distinction between what can be termed as historical and what is not in the definition
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of the field of sciences as a human activity.

this day in science history: This Day in American History, 4th ed. Ernie Gross, Roland H.
Worth, Jr., 2012-06-04 This up-to-date fourth edition of the most important and interesting data--on a
day by day basis--throughout American history includes more than 1,400 new entries with
information on a wide variety of subjects--both the important matters (Supreme Court decisions, war
events, scientific breakthroughs, etc.) and the lesser known but thought provoking incidents and
phenomena (societal changes, unexpected events) that add richness and depth to American history.

this day in science history: Science, History and Social Activism Garland E. Allen, Roy M.
MacLeod, 2013-03-14 To earn a degree, every doctoral candidate should go out to Harvard Square,
find an audience, and explain his [or her] dissertation. Everett Mendelsohn's worldly advice to
successive generations of students, whether apocryphal or real, has for over forty years spoken both
to the essence of his scholarship, and to the role of the scholar. Possibly no one has done more to
establish the history of the life sciences as a recognized university discipline in the United States,
and to inspire a critical concern for the ways in which science and technology operate as central
features of Western society. This book is both an act of homage and of commemoration to Professor
Mendelsohn on his 70th birthday. As befits its subject, the work it presents is original, comparative,
wide-ranging, and new. Since 1960, Everett Mendelsohn has been identified with Harvard Univer
sity, and with its Department of the History of Science. Those that know him as a teacher, will also
know him as a scholar. In 1968, he began- and after 30 years, has just bequeathed to others - the
editorship of the Journal of the History of Biology, among the earliest and one of the most important
publications in its field. At the same time, he has been a pioneer in the social history and sociology of
science. He has formed particularly close working relationships with colleagues in Sweden and
Germany - as witnessed by his editorial presence in the Sociology of Science Yearbook.

this day in science history: A Master of Science History Jed Z. Buchwald, 2012-01-05 New
essays in science history ranging across the entire field and related in most instance to the works of
Charles Gillispie, one of the field's founders.

this day in science history: Crossroads: History of Science, History of Art Kim Williams,
2011-06-17 A follow-up to the volume Discovering the Principles of Mechanics 1600-1800. Essays by
David Speiser (Birkhauser 2008), this volume contains the essays of David Speiser on relationships
between science, history of science, history of art and philosophy.

this day in science history: The Chinese and Japanese Repository of Facts and Events in
Science, History, and Art, Relating to Eastern Asia , 1863

this day in science history: A History of Science Henry Smith Williams, 1904

this day in science history: Engaging Smithsonian Objects through Science, History,
and the Arts Mary Jo Arnoldi, 2016-01-05 How do we come to know the world around us? What
about worlds apart from our own—outer space, distant cultures, or even long-past eras of history?
Engaging Smithsonian Objects through Science, History, and the Arts explores these questions and
suggests an answer: we come to know our world and worlds apart through the objects that
represent them. Objects are a window, and by looking through them we can learn and understand
more about the people who made them and the time and place they came from. In the pursuit of this
understanding museums are invaluable; they are repositories not just of things but also of past,
present, and future knowledge. Engaging Smithsonian Objects puts these ideas into practice, using
objects to bring us to new knowledge and showing how museums support us in the endeavor. The
book is organized around ten objects from the Smithsonian’s vast collections. Some of the objects
are iconic—the Ruby Slippers from the The Wizard of Oz or three Stradivarius string
instruments—while others are more ordinary, though no less interesting—an Iron Lung or a
Hawaiian gourd drum. Two different authors with expertise in different academic disciplines write
about each object from their unique professional and personal perspective. Both the authors and the
ten featured objects represent a range of academic disciplines, from art to anthropology to geology.
Taken together, the twenty essays in the book demonstrate just how much we can learn from objects
by considering their kaleidoscopic meaning and significance from a variety of viewpoints. The book’s



interdisciplinary engagement with objects was inspired by the Smithsonian Material Culture Forum,
now in its twenty-sixth year. For students of material culture and museum studies, this book
illustrates the vitality and value of exploring material culture through the lens of intersecting
disciplinary perspectives. For students of curiosity and lifelong learning, this book offers a lively and
thoughtful look into the Smithsonian’s collection and the many vibrant worlds it represents. Richly
illustrated with color plates and photographs throughout, Engaging Smithsonian Objects through
Science, History, and the Arts is a beautiful and stimulating answer to the question, “How do we
know our world, and how can we know more?”

this day in science history: History of Science Henry Smith Williams, Edward Huntington
Williams, 2023-12-22 In the anthology History of Science, editors Henry Smith Williams and Edward
Huntington Williams curate an expansive journey through the evolution of scientific thought,
capturing the essence of discovery across eras. This collection weaves together narratives from
various scientific domains'Afastronomy, biology, chemistry, and more'Afhighlighting pivotal moments
and complex shifts in understanding that have propelled human progress. Each work, while
distinctive in style and approach, collectively reflects the progression and diversification of scientific
disciplines. The anthology renders a nuanced mosaic, presenting both well-known breakthroughs
and less celebrated yet equally significant contributions, offering a comprehensive vista of the
sciences. Henry Smith Williams and Edward Huntington Williams, themselves prolific contributors to
scientific literature, bring together a myriad of voices from diverse academic and cultural
backgrounds. The anthology resonates with the echoes of the Enlightenment, Renaissance, and
other transformative periods, aligning itself with movements that have reshaped intellectual
landscapes. By bridging varied perspectives and historical contexts, the Editors shed light on how
diverse cultural narratives have intertwined with the scientific method to yield a richer, more global
tapestry of knowledge. History of Science stands as an invaluable resource for readers eager to
traverse the intellectual terrain of scientific discovery. This anthology offers an unparalleled
encounter with the myriad voices and ideas that have etched the contours of human understanding.
By immersing themselves in this compilation, readers are invited to partake in a dialogue that
transcends discipline and era, enriching their appreciation of the interconnectedness of scientific
advancements and the diversity of thought driving them forward.

this day in science history: The Unlikely Explorers: Extraordinary Stories of Everyday People
Who Made Science History Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-10 In the realm of scientific discovery,
there exists a hidden history, a narrative often overshadowed by the tales of celebrated scientists.
This book shines a light on the extraordinary contributions of amateur scientists, individuals who,
despite lacking formal training or institutional support, have made significant contributions to our
understanding of the natural world. From the groundbreaking voyage of Charles Darwin aboard the
HMS Beagle to the tireless advocacy of Rachel Carson, these unsung heroes of science have left an
indelible mark on our collective knowledge. Their stories are not only inspiring but also serve as a
testament to the power of curiosity, perseverance, and the democratization of knowledge. Within
these pages, you will encounter ten remarkable individuals who dared to challenge conventional
wisdom and pursue their scientific passions against all odds. Meet Sue Hendrickson, a high school
dropout who became one of the world's greatest fossil hunters, and Srinivasa Ramanujan, a
self-taught mathematician who astounded the world with his brilliance. Discover the contributions of
Maria Sibylla Merian, a pioneering naturalist who documented the life cycles of insects, and John
Harrison, a clockmaker who revolutionized navigation with his invention of the marine chronometer.
Through their stories, you will gain a new appreciation for the diversity of scientific inquiry and the
incredible discoveries that can be made beyond the confines of academia. These amateur scientists
remind us that scientific progress is not limited to the ivory towers of universities but can flourish in
the most unexpected places. This book is a celebration of the enduring legacy of amateur scientists
and a call to action for fostering a culture that encourages and supports scientific exploration by all.
It is an invitation to embrace the wonders of the natural world and to pursue your own scientific
passions, regardless of your background or circumstances. Join us on this journey of exploration and



discovery as we uncover the hidden stories behind some of the most groundbreaking scientific
achievements in history. If you like this book, write a review!

this day in science history: The Man Who Counted Infinity and Other Short Stories from
Science, History and Philosophy Saso Dolenc, 2024 “If [ were the only survivor on a remote island
and all I had with me were this book, a Swiss army knife and a bottle, I would throw the bottle into
the sea with the note: ‘Don’t worry, I have everything I need.”” — Ciril Horjak, alias Dr. Horowitz, a
comic artist “The writing is understandable, but never simplistic. Instructive, but never patronizing.
Straightforward, but never trivial. In-depth, but never too intense.” — Ali Zerdin, editor at Delo, the
main Slovenian newspaper “Does science think? Heidegger once answered this question with a
decisive No. The writings on modern science skillfully penned by Saso Dolenc, these small stories
about big stories, quickly convince us that the contrary is true. Not only does science think in
hundreds of unexpected ways, its intellectual challenges and insights are an inexhaustible source of
inspiration and entertainment. The clarity of thought and the lucidity of its style make this book
accessible to anyone ... in the finest tradition of popularizing science, its achievements, dilemmas
and predicaments.” — Mladen Dolar, philosopher and author of A Voice and Nothing More “SaSo
Dolenc is undoubtedly one of our most successful authors in the field of popular science, possessing
the ability to explain complex scientific achievements to a broader audience in a clear and
captivating way while remaining precise and scientific. His collection of articles is of particular
importance because it encompasses all areas of modern science in an unassuming, almost
light-hearted manner.” — Bostjan Zeks, physicist and former president of the Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts

this day in science history: A History of Western Science Rienk Vermij, 2023-12-11 A History
of Western Science: The Basics offers a short introduction to the history of Western science that is
accessible to all through avoiding technical language and mathematical intricacies. A coherent
narrative of how science developed in interaction with society over time is also provided in this
comprehensive guide. The first part discusses the period up to 1700, with a focus on the conceptual
shift and new ideas about nature that occurred in early modern Europe. Part two focusses on the
practical and institutional aspects of the scientific enterprise and discusses how science established
itself in Western society post 1700s, while part three discusses how during the same period modern
science has impacted our general view of the world, and reviews some of the major discoveries and
debates. Key topics discussed in the book include: Natural philosophy, medicine, and mathematics in
the ancient and medieval worlds The key figures in the history of science—Galileo, Descartes, Isaac
Newton, Darwin and Einstein—as well as lesser-known men and women who have developed the
field The development of scientific instruments, the transformation of alchemy into chemistry,
weights and measures, the emergence of the modern hospital and its effects on medicine, and the
systematic collection of data on meteorology, volcanism, and terrestrial magnetism The big
questions - the origins of humans, the nature of reality and the impact of science. As a jargon-free
and comprehensive study of the history of Western science, this book is an essential introductory
guide for academics and researchers of the history of science, as well as general readers interested
in learning more about the field.

this day in science history: A History of Antarctic Science G. E. Fogg, 1992-09-24 This is the
first book to draw together a history of science in Antarctica.

this day in science history: Hypotheses and Perspectives in the History and Philosophy
of Science Raffaele Pisano, Joseph Agassi, Daria Drozdova, 2017-11-23 To commemorate the 50th
anniversary of his passing (in 2014), this special book features studies on Alexandre Koyré
(1892-1964), one of the most influential historians of science of the 20th century, who re-evaluated
prevalent thinking on the history and philosophy of science. In particular, it explores Koyré's
intellectual matrix and heritage within interdisciplinary fields of historical, epistemological and
philosophical scientific thought. Koyré is rightly noted as both a versatile historian on the birth and
development of modern science and for his interest in philosophical questions on the nature of
scientific knowledge. In the 1940s and 1950s his activities in the United States established a crucial



bridge between the European historical tradition of science studies and the American academic
environments, and an entire generation of historians of science grew up under his direct influence.
The book brings together contributions from leading experts in the field, and offers much-needed
insights into the subject from historical, nature of science, and philosophical perspectives. It
provides an absorbing and revealing read for historians, philosophers and scientists alike.

this day in science history: A History of Science Henry Smith Williams, 2018-04-05
Reproduction of the original: A History of Science by Henry Smith Williams

this day in science history: Science after the Practice Turn in the Philosophy, History, and
Social Studies of Science Léna Soler, Sjoerd Zwart, Michael Lynch, Vincent Israel-Jost, 2014-03-21
In the 1980s, philosophical, historical and social studies of science underwent a change which later
evolved into a turn to practice. Analysts of science were asked to pay attention to scientific practices
in meticulous detail and along multiple dimensions, including the material, social and psychological.
Following this turn, the interest in scientific practices continued to increase and had an indelible
influence in the various fields of science studies. No doubt, the practice turn changed our
conceptions and approaches of science, but what did it really teach us? What does it mean to study
scientific practices? What are the general lessons, implications, and new challenges? This volume
explores questions about the practice turn using both case studies and theoretical analysis. The case
studies examine empirical and mathematical sciences, including the engineering sciences. The
volume promotes interactions between acknowledged experts from different, often thought of as
conflicting, orientations. It presents contributions in conjunction with critical commentaries that put
the theses and assumptions of the former in perspective. Overall, the book offers a unique and
diverse range of perspectives on the meanings, methods, lessons, and challenges associated with the
practice turn.

this day in science history: Debating Contemporary Approaches to the History of Science
Lukas M. Verburgt, 2024-01-11 Debating Contemporary Approaches to the History of Science
explores the main themes, problems and challenges currently at the top of the discipline's
methodological agenda. In its chapters, established and emerging scholars introduce and discuss
new approaches to the history of science and revisit older perspectives which remain crucial. Each
chapter is followed by a critical commentary from another scholar in the field and the author's
response. The volume looks at such topics as the importance of the 'global’, 'digital’, 'environmental’,
and 'posthumanist' turns for the history of science, and the possibilities for the field of moving
beyond a focus on ideas and texts towards active engagement with materials and practices. It also
addresses important issues about the relationship between history of science, on the one hand, and
philosophy of science, history of knowledge and ignorance studies, on the other. With its innovative
format, this volume provides an up-to-date, authoritative overview of the field, and also explores how
and why the history of science is practiced. It is essential reading for students and scholars eager to
keep a finger on the pulse of what is happening in the history of science today, and to contribute to
where it might go next.

this day in science history: A History of Science (Complete) Edward Huntington Williams,
2020-09-28

this day in science history: Companion to the History of Modern Science Robert Cecil Olby,
1990 * A descriptive and analytical guide to the development of Western science from AD 1500, and
to the diversity and course of that development first in Europe and later across the world *
Presented in clear, non-technical language * Extensive indexes of Subjects and Names "Indeed a
companion volume whose 67 essays give pleasure and instruction ... an ambitious and successful
work.' - Times Literary Supplement " This work is an essential resource for libraries everywhere. For
specialist science libraries willing to keep just one encyclopaedic guide to history, for undergraduate
libraries seeking to provide easily accessible information, for the devisers of university curricula, for
the modern social historian or even the eclectic scientist taking a break from simply making history,
this is the book for you.' - Times Higher Education Supplement A pleasure to read with a carefully
chosen typeface, well organized pages and ample margins ... it is very easy to find one's way around.



This is a book which will be consulted widely.' - Technovation "This is a commendably easy book to
use.' - British Journal of the History of Science "Scholars from other areas entering this field,
students taking the vertical approach and teachers coming from any direction cannot fail to find this
an invaluable text.' - History of Science Journal
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