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Short Stories by Louisa May Alcott: A Glimpse into Timeless Tales

short stories by louisa may alcott have long captivated readers not only through their heartfelt
narratives but also through their insightful reflections on society, family, and human nature. While
many are familiar with Alcott’s iconic novel *Little Women*, her shorter works provide a treasure
trove of themes and characters that reveal the depth and versatility of her writing. Exploring these
short stories offers a unique window into the 19th-century world, alongside universal lessons that still
resonate today.

The Charm and Impact of Louisa May Alcott’s Short
Stories

Louisa May Alcott’s short stories are often overshadowed by her novels, yet they hold a special place
in American literature. These stories range from heartwarming family tales to suspenseful narratives
and even moral fables. What makes her short stories particularly engaging is the way she blends
realism with subtle social commentary, often reflecting her own progressive views on gender roles,
poverty, and education.

Her ability to create vivid characters in a limited word count demonstrates her storytelling prowess.
These short stories were frequently published in popular magazines and periodicals of her time,
making them accessible to a broad audience eager for both entertainment and reflection.

Popular Themes in Alcott’s Short Stories

Across her shorter works, several recurring themes emerge:

- **Family and Sisterhood:** Much like *Little Women*, many of Alcott’s short stories celebrate the
bonds between siblings and the strength found in familial love.
- **Moral Lessons:** Alcott often wove ethical dilemmas into her narratives, encouraging readers to
consider virtues like kindness, honesty, and perseverance.
- **Women’s Independence:** Ahead of her time, she portrayed strong female characters who
challenged traditional gender expectations.
- **Social Issues:** Topics such as poverty, education, and abolitionism appear subtly, revealing her
engagement with societal reform.
- **Imaginative and Supernatural Elements:** Some stories introduce ghostly or fantastical aspects,
adding suspense and intrigue.

Noteworthy Short Stories by Louisa May Alcott

Although her novels receive the lion’s share of attention, Alcott’s short stories are rich and varied.
Here are a few standout examples that highlight her range and literary skill.



"Behind a Mask"

One of Alcott’s most famous short stories, *Behind a Mask* is a thrilling tale of deception and
ambition. It follows a governess named Jean Muir who hides her cunning nature behind a facade of
innocence to secure a wealthy position. This story is notable for its psychological depth and critique of
social class, showcasing Alcott’s ability to write dark, complex characters.

"My Contraband"

In *My Contraband*, Alcott addresses the American Civil War from a personal perspective. The story
revolves around a woman who shelters escaped slaves, highlighting themes of courage and
compassion. This short story reflects Alcott’s abolitionist sympathies and offers a poignant look at the
human cost of conflict.

"The Cousins’ Christmas"

This heartwarming holiday tale focuses on family reunion and reconciliation. It embodies the warmth
and moral clarity typical of Alcott’s lighter stories. Through vivid descriptions and relatable characters,
this story captures the spirit of generosity and forgiveness.

Understanding the Historical Context of Alcott’s Short
Stories

To fully appreciate short stories by Louisa May Alcott, it’s helpful to consider the historical backdrop
against which she wrote. The mid-19th century was a period of great social upheaval in America,
including the Civil War, the abolitionist movement, and early women’s rights activism. Alcott’s own
life was deeply intertwined with these changes—she was raised in a family devoted to
transcendentalist ideals and social reform.

Her short stories often reflect these influences, blending personal experience with broader cultural
concerns. For example, many stories subtly challenge the limitations placed on women, encouraging
readers to empathize with female characters who seek autonomy and self-expression.

Alcott’s Writing Style in Short Fiction

Alcott’s prose is characterized by clarity, warmth, and emotional insight. Unlike the overly ornate
style popular in her time, her writing feels direct and accessible, which helped her connect with a
diverse readership. Her use of dialogue brings characters to life, while her descriptive passages
create vivid settings without overwhelming the narrative.

Moreover, Alcott often employed moral and emotional complexity in her stories. Rather than
presenting simple “good” or “bad” characters, she explored human flaws and virtues in nuanced



ways. This approach makes her short stories especially compelling and relatable, even for
contemporary readers.

How to Appreciate and Study Alcott’s Short Stories
Today

If you’re interested in delving into short stories by Louisa May Alcott, here are some tips to deepen
your experience:

Read with historical context in mind. Understanding the era’s social dynamics enhances
appreciation of the themes and character choices.

Compare with her novels. Noticing the similarities and differences in tone and content
between her short stories and longer works reveals her versatility.

Look for autobiographical elements. Alcott’s life experiences often informed her writing,
providing an authentic emotional core.

Reflect on the moral and social messages. Many stories subtly encourage reflection on
ethics and societal values.

Explore different genres. From domestic tales to psychological thrillers, Alcott’s short stories
cover a diverse range of styles.

Where to Find Louisa May Alcott’s Short Stories

Thanks to public domain availability, many of Alcott’s short stories are accessible online through
platforms like Project Gutenberg, Google Books, and various literary archives. Printed collections often
compile her lesser-known works, sometimes alongside essays and letters that provide additional
insight into her life and writing process.

Libraries and bookstores might offer anthologies dedicated to her short fiction, which can be great
resources for readers and scholars alike. Additionally, some educational websites provide annotated
versions or critical analyses to enhance understanding.

The Enduring Legacy of Louisa May Alcott’s Short
Stories

Short stories by Louisa May Alcott continue to resonate because they speak to fundamental human
experiences—love, ambition, struggle, and hope. They offer snapshots of 19th-century life filtered
through the lens of a writer who was both a product of her time and a forward-thinking advocate for



change.

Her ability to craft engaging, meaningful narratives in a concise form demonstrates why she remains
a beloved figure in American literature. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to her work, exploring
her short stories is a rewarding journey into the heart of storytelling that still inspires readers around
the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous short stories by Louisa
May Alcott?
Some of the most famous short stories by Louisa May Alcott include "Behind a Mask," "My
Contraband," and "V.V., or Plots and Counterplots."

Did Louisa May Alcott write short stories in addition to her
novels?
Yes, Louisa May Alcott wrote numerous short stories alongside her novels, often exploring themes of
morality, society, and personal growth.

What themes are commonly found in Louisa May Alcott's short
stories?
Common themes in Alcott's short stories include gender roles, social justice, personal sacrifice, and
the struggles of women in the 19th century.

Are Louisa May Alcott's short stories suitable for children?
Many of Alcott's short stories are suitable for older children and young adults, though some contain
mature themes and were originally intended for adult readers.

Where can I find collections of Louisa May Alcott's short
stories?
Collections of Louisa May Alcott's short stories can be found in anthologies of her works, public
domain websites like Project Gutenberg, and various print editions compiling her tales.

Did Louisa May Alcott use any pseudonyms for her short
stories?
Yes, Louisa May Alcott sometimes used pseudonyms, such as A. M. Barnard, especially when writing
darker or more sensational short stories.



What distinguishes Louisa May Alcott’s short stories from her
novels?
Alcott's short stories often explore darker or more experimental themes and styles compared to the
more wholesome and family-oriented tone of her famous novels like "Little Women."

How did Louisa May Alcott’s personal experiences influence
her short stories?
Alcott’s experiences with social reform, abolitionism, and her struggles as a woman influenced the
themes of independence, justice, and morality in her short stories.

Are Louisa May Alcott’s short stories available in modern
adaptations?
Yes, some of Alcott’s short stories have been adapted into modern plays, films, and audio dramas,
though her novels remain more widely adapted.

What is the story "Behind a Mask" by Louisa May Alcott
about?
"Behind a Mask" is a short story about a mysterious governess who manipulates a wealthy family to
improve her social standing, showcasing Alcott’s skill in psychological and gothic storytelling.

Additional Resources
Short Stories by Louisa May Alcott: An Analytical Exploration

short stories by louisa may alcott occupy a unique and often underappreciated niche within 19th-
century American literature. While Alcott is predominantly known for her seminal novel "Little
Women," her prolific output of short fiction reveals a broader range of themes, stylistic
experimentation, and social commentary. This article aims to delve into the characteristics, themes,
and cultural significance of these shorter works, uncovering the layers beneath Alcott's celebrated
reputation as a novelist and examining how her short stories contribute to her literary legacy.

Context and Characteristics of Louisa May Alcott’s
Short Stories

Louisa May Alcott wrote hundreds of short stories, often published in periodicals and magazines
during the mid to late 1800s. These stories, many written under pseudonyms such as A. M. Barnard,
display a versatility that contrasts with the wholesome image popularized by "Little Women." The
short stories by Louisa May Alcott span genres including gothic tales, domestic realism, and moral
parables, showcasing her ability to engage with diverse audiences.



Alcott’s short fiction frequently explores themes of morality, sacrifice, and female autonomy, but with
a darker, more suspenseful edge in some pieces. Her gothic stories, such as “Behind a Mask” and
“The Abbot’s Ghost,” reveal a mastery of psychological tension and critique of social conventions,
foreshadowing later developments in American gothic literature. This duality between the genteel and
the macabre reflects a complexity often overlooked in mainstream discussions of her work.

Publication Venues and Pseudonymous Work

Many of Alcott’s short stories appeared in popular magazines like *Godey’s Lady’s Book* and *The
Atlantic Monthly*, which were key literary platforms of the era. Interestingly, to maintain a separation
from her children’s literature and family-friendly persona, she published many of her more sensational
or controversial stories under pseudonyms. This strategic anonymity allowed her to explore themes of
female empowerment, deceit, and social mobility more freely.

The use of these pseudonyms also speaks to the constraints faced by female authors in the 19th
century, where authorship was often gendered and restricted. Alcott’s short stories reveal a writer
negotiating her identity in a male-dominated literary market, pushing boundaries while maintaining
commercial viability.

Analyzing Themes in Alcott’s Short Stories

Thematic richness is a hallmark of Alcott’s short fiction. Her stories often combine domestic realism
with sharp social critique, offering insights into gender roles, economic hardship, and personal
morality. Unlike the idealized vision of family life in "Little Women," her short stories frequently
portray complex, flawed characters navigating ethical dilemmas.

Female Agency and Social Constraints

One of the most prominent themes is the exploration of women’s roles and autonomy. In tales like “A
Long Fatal Love Chase,” Alcott challenges traditional expectations of female passivity by presenting
heroines who resist oppressive relationships and societal limitations. These narratives engage with
early feminist ideas, highlighting the tensions between individual desires and societal norms.

Morality and Consequence

Alcott’s short stories often function as moral lessons, reflecting the didactic nature of much 19th-
century literature. However, unlike many contemporaries, her stories avoid simplistic moralizing;
instead, they present nuanced situations where good and evil blur. This complexity adds depth to her
characters and invites readers to question simplistic moral binaries.



Gothic and Suspense Elements

A noteworthy aspect of Alcott’s short stories is her use of gothic tropes—mystery, disguise, and
psychological intrigue. “Behind a Mask” is a prime example, featuring a protagonist who employs
deception and manipulation to assert control in a restrictive society. Such stories reveal Alcott’s
engagement with popular literary trends while subverting them to address issues of power and
identity.

Comparative Analysis: Short Stories vs. Novels

While Alcott’s novels, particularly "Little Women," emphasize themes of family, domestic virtue, and
personal growth, her short stories provide a contrasting space for experimentation and critique. The
brevity of short stories allowed Alcott to explore darker or more controversial themes without
alienating her established readership.

Scope and Depth: Novels like "Little Women" offer expansive character development and
sustained thematic exploration, whereas short stories focus on pivotal moments or moral
dilemmas, often ending with a twist or a stark resolution.

Audience and Purpose: Novels targeted primarily young women and families; short stories
were often aimed at adult readers seeking entertainment and reflection on social issues.

Stylistic Variation: The short story format enabled Alcott to experiment with narrative voice,
tone, and genre, from sentimental to suspenseful, enhancing her versatility as a writer.

This duality underscores Alcott’s adaptability and her ability to navigate different literary markets and
reader expectations.

Popular Short Stories by Louisa May Alcott

Among her extensive catalog, several short stories stand out for their literary value and enduring
interest:

“Behind a Mask” (1866): A pioneering psychological thriller that explores themes of identity,1.
deception, and female ambition.

“A Long Fatal Love Chase” (written 1866, published posthumously): A dark romance2.
that critiques marriage and female agency.

“The Abbot’s Ghost” (1861): A ghost story blending gothic suspense with social3.
commentary.



“My Contraband” (1863): A Civil War-era story highlighting themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and4.
racial tensions.

“How I Went Out to Service” (1863): A semi-autobiographical tale reflecting on female5.
independence and wartime experiences.

These stories reveal different facets of Alcott’s literary interests and her engagement with
contemporary social issues.

Legacy and Influence of Louisa May Alcott’s Short
Stories

Although overshadowed by her novels, Alcott’s short stories have experienced renewed scholarly
interest, particularly from feminist critics and literary historians. They offer valuable perspectives on
19th-century gender politics, literary markets, and the complexities of female authorship.

Modern anthologies and academic studies have begun to reassert the importance of Alcott’s short
fiction, recognizing its innovation and cultural critique. These stories not only enrich our
understanding of Alcott as a writer but also contribute to a broader appreciation of women’s literary
production during the Victorian era.

Alcott’s short stories continue to inspire contemporary writers and readers who appreciate narratives
that blend entertainment with social consciousness. Their accessibility and thematic diversity make
them relevant for study in literature courses and popular reading alike.

Exploring short stories by Louisa May Alcott thus opens a window into a more multifaceted literary
figure—one who navigated the demands of her time with ingenuity and courage, leaving behind a
body of work that challenges, entertains, and provokes thought beyond the confines of her most
famous novel.
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Boys”. She grew up in New England and became associated with numerous notable intellectuals of
her time, including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and
Henry David Thoreau. This charming collection of stories are not to be missed by fans of Alcott's
work and would make for a worthy addition to any bookshelf. Many vintage books such as this are
becoming increasingly scarce and expensive. We are republishing this volume now in an affordable,
modern, high-quality edition complete with the original text and artwork. List of Tales: On Picket
Duty, The King of Clubs and the Queen of Hearts, The Cross on the Old Church Tower, The Death of
John, Kitty’s Class Day, Aunt Kipp, Psyche’s Art, A Country Christmas, The Baron’s Gloves, My Red
Cap, What the Bells Saw and Said, Grandma’s Story, Tabby’s Table Cloth, Eli’s Education,
Onawandah, Little Things, The Banner of Beaumanior, Jerseys or the Girl’s Ghost, The Little House
In The Garden, Daisy’s Jewel-Box, and How She Filled It, Corny’s Catamount, The Cooking Class,
The Hare and the Tortoise.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: 7 best short stories by Louisa May Alcott Louisa May
Alcott, 2019-01-28 Louisa May Alcott tells us through a more famous character, I want to do
something splendid... something heroic or wonderful that won't be forgotten after I'm dead...I think I
shall write books. And that's what she did! Much remembered for her most famous novel, Little
Women, Alcott left us a tremendous legacy. While a nurse, housekeeper, teacher, abolitionist and a
first-wave feminist, Alcott found the time and passion to produce more than 30 novels and more than
a hundred short stories with the most varied themes. For this collection were selected seven classic
short stories of this talented author, a reading that will surely please longtime admirers of her work
and those who will have their first contact with Louisa May Alcott. Good reading! A Modern
Cinderella My Red Cap A Christmas Dream, and How it Came to Be True An Old-Fashioned
Thanksgiving Aunt Kipp Rosy's Journey The Brothers
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Uncollected Works of Louisa May Alcott: Short
stories Louisa May Alcott, 2001
  short stories by louisa may alcott: Louisa May Alcott's Short Stories - A Treasury Louisa
May Alcott, 2019-10 A wonderful treasury of Louisa May Alcott's short stories. It contains three of
Alcott's original collections; On Picket Duty, and Other Tales, Proverb Stories and, Spinning-Wheel
Stories. Louisa May Alcott (1832 - 1888) was an American short story writer, novelist, and poet most
famous for writing the novel Little Women, as well as its sequels Little Men and Jo's Boys. She grew
up in New England and became associated with numerous notable intellectuals of her time,
including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and Henry
David Thoreau. This charming collection of stories are not to be missed by fans of Alcott's work and
would make for a worthy addition to any bookshelf. Many vintage books such as this are becoming
increasingly scarce and expensive. We are republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern,
high-quality edition complete with the original text and artwork. List of Tales: On Picket Duty, The
King of Clubs and the Queen of Hearts, The Cross on the Old Church Tower, The Death of John,
Kitty's Class Day, Aunt Kipp, Psyche's Art, A Country Christmas, The Baron's Gloves, My Red Cap,
What the Bells Saw and Said, Grandma's Story, Tabby's Table Cloth, Eli's Education, Onawandah,
Little Things, The Banner of Beaumanior, Jerseys or the Girl's Ghost, The Little House In The
Garden, Daisy's Jewel-Box, and How She Filled It, Corny's Catamount, The Cooking Class, The Hare
and the Tortoise.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: Short Stories of Louisa May Alcott Louisa May Alcott, 2013
Louisa May Alcott is readily and quite rightly famed for her novel 'Little Women'. In these volumes of
short stories she brings characters and stories which weave a magic and charm that few other
writers can hope to equal.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Promise of Destiny Joy A. Marsella, 1983
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Collected Stories of Louisa May Alcott Louisa May
Alcott, 2025-03-10 The Collected Stories by Louisa May Alcott is a heartwarming anthology that
brings together the best of the author's short fiction, showcasing her remarkable talent for creating
stories that blend humor, warmth, and moral insight. Best known for Little Women, Alcott's short



stories often explore themes of family, friendship, self-discovery, and the challenges of growing up.
With rich characters and a strong sense of personal growth, her tales offer timeless lessons in
kindness, courage, and resilience. The Collected Stories is a perfect collection for readers who
appreciate Alcott's blend of charm, wit, and heartfelt storytelling, making it an essential read for
fans of classic American literature.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: LOUISA MAY ALCOTT Ultimate Collection: 16 Novels
& 150+ Short Stories, Plays and Poems (Illustrated) Louisa May Alcott, 2024-01-10 Louisa May
Alcott's Ultimate Collection is a remarkable compilation that encapsulates the multifaceted genius of
one of America's most beloved authors. This extensive anthology presents 16 novels, alongside more
than 150 short stories, plays, and poems, showcasing Alcott's distinctive literary style. Rich in
character development and imbued with moral undertones, her works reflect the social issues of her
time, including gender roles, poverty, and the pursuit of personal identity. The illustrations
accompanying the texts further enhance the reader's experience, bridging literature and visual art in
a manner that captures the essence of the 19th-century literary landscape. Louisa May Alcott, born
in 1832 in Pennsylvania, was profoundly influenced by her transcendentalist upbringing and her
experiences as a Civil War nurse. These influences are vividly manifested in her writing, where she
often explores themes of self-discovery and societal constraints. Alcott's most famous work, Little
Women, emphasizes the internal struggles of women, reflecting her own life as an independent
thinker in a male-dominated society. Alcott's literary journey was both a personal quest for
recognition and a broader examination of women's roles in the Victorian era. This ultimate
compendium is a must-read for scholars and casual readers alike, offering a comprehensive insight
into Alcott's imaginative world. Whether you seek to understand her contribution to feminist
literature or simply enjoy captivating storytelling, this collection serves as an invaluable resource,
inviting readers to rediscover the timeless relevance of Alcott's themes and characters. In this
enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A
comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic
evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape
the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader
era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise
Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate
plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring
motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the
different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's
overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to
modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points,
serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Short Stories of Louisa May Alcott Louisa May Alcott,
2012
  short stories by louisa may alcott: Spinning-Wheel Stories. a Collection of 12 Short Stories by
Louisa M. Alcott Louisa May Alcott, 2016-03-14 A collection of twelve heart warming stories for
children.Premise: a winter storm forces a family, who have gathered for the winter holidays, to stay
inside and listen to their grandmothers stories
  short stories by louisa may alcott: Spinning-Wheel Stories Louisa May Alcott, 2019-10-11
First published in 1902, “Spinning-Wheel Stories” is a collection of short stories by American author
Louisa May Alcott. A group of children are required to stay inside their Grandmother's house due to
bad weather, which leads to a narrative of beautifully written short stories told by their grandmother
as she teaches them to use a vintage spinning-wheel. Focusing on themes of strength and bravery,
these children's stories are perfect for family bedtime reading and feature Alcott's iconic writing
style. Contents include: “Grandma's Story”, “Tabby's Table-cloth”, “Eli's Education”, “Onawandah”,
“Little Things”, “The Banner of Beaumanoir”, “Jerseys; or, the Girl's Ghost”, “The Little House in the
Garden”, “Daisy's Jewel-box, and How She filled it”, “Corny's Catamount”, “The Cooking-Class”, and



“The Hare and the Tortoise”. Louisa May Alcott (1832 – 1888) was an American short story writer,
novelist, and poet most famous for writing the novel “Little Women”, as well as its sequels “Little
Men” and “Jo's Boys”. She grew up in New England and became associated with numerous notable
intellectuals of her time, including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, and Henry David Thoreau. Other notable works by this author include: An
Old-Fashioned Girl (1886), Eight Cousins (1869), and A Long Fatal Love Chase (1875).
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Complete Works of Louisa May Alcott Louisa May
Alcott, 2023-12-29 The Complete Works of Louisa May Alcott offers readers a comprehensive insight
into the literary universe crafted by one of America'Äôs most cherished authors. This anthology
includes an array of her novels, short stories, and essays, showcasing her hallmark blend of realism
and idealism. Alcott writes with a unique voice that captures the complexities of 19th-century
womanhood, deftly intertwining themes of family, social justice, and personal aspiration. The literary
style reflects a strong moral framework and an innovative narrative approach that bridges
Romanticism and early Feminism, illuminating the societal challenges of her era through vivid
character portrayals and evocative settings. Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) emerged as a pioneering
voice of her time, influenced by her own experiences growing up in a progressive household where
intellectual stimulation and abolitionist ideologies flourished. Her diverse literary output was a
response to her own struggles and aspirations as a female author in a male-dominated literary
landscape. Notably, Alcott'Äôs life experiences, including her role as a Civil War nurse, profoundly
shaped her perspectives on gender roles and social responsibility, echoing throughout her writings.
For readers seeking an enlightening exploration of gender and identity, The Complete Works of
Louisa May Alcott is indispensable. This anthology not only discusses Victorian societal constraints
but also celebrates the strength and resilience of women. It is a treasure trove for scholars,
educators, and anyone interested in understanding the rich tapestry of American literature.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Complete Works of Louisa May Alcott (Illustrated)
Louisa May Alcott, 2015-12-21 This carefully crafted ebook: The Complete Works of Louisa May
Alcott (Illustrated)” is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents.
Content: Biography Louisa May Alcott: Her Life, Letters, and Journals Novels Little Women Good
Wives Little Men Jo's Boys Moods The Mysterious Key and What It Opened An Old Fashioned Girl
Work: A Story of Experience Eight Cousins; or, The Aunt-Hill Rose in Bloom: A Sequel to Eight
Cousins Under the Lilacs Jack and Jill: A Village Story Behind a Mask, or a Woman's Power The
Abbot's Ghost, Or Maurice Treherne's Temptation A Modern Mephistopheles Pauline's Passion and
Punishment Short Story Collections Aunt Jo's Scrap-Bag Shawl-Straps Jimmy's Cruise in the Pinafore
An Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving Lulu's Library Flower Fables On Picket Duty, and other tales
Spinning-Wheel Stories A Garland for Girls Silver Pitchers: and Independence, a Centennial Love
Story A Merry Christmas & Other Christmas Stories Other Short Stories and Novelettes Hospital
Sketches Marjorie's Three Gifts Perilous Play A Whisper in the Dark Lost in a Pyramid, or the
Mummy's Curse A Modern Cinderella A Country Christmas Aunt Kipp Debby's Debut My Red Cap
Nelly's Hospital Psyche's Art The Brothers Poetry A.B.A A Little Grey Curl To Papa In Memoriam
Plays Bianca Captive of Castile Ion Norna; or, The Witch's Curse The Greek Slave The Unloved Wife
Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) was an American novelist and poet best known as the author of the
classic Little Women and its sequels Little Men and Jo's Boys. Alcott was an abolitionist and a
feminist. Little Women” is a semi-autobiographical account of the author's childhood with her sisters
in Concord, Massachusetts. Good Wives” followed the March sisters into adulthood and marriage.
Little Men” detailed Jo's life at the Plumfield School that she founded with her husband Professor
Bhaer. Jo's Boys” completed the March Family Saga.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: On Picket Duty, and Other Tales Louisa May Alcott,
2019-10-11 “On Picket Duty, and Other Tales” is a 1864 collection of short stories by American
author Louisa May Alcott. Contents include: “On Picket Duty”, “The King Of Clubs And The Queen Of
Hearts”, “The Cross On The Old Church Tower”, and “The Death Of John”. Louisa May Alcott (1832 –
1888) was an American short story writer, novelist, and poet most famous for writing the novel



“Little Women”, as well as its sequels “Little Men” and “Jo's Boys”. She grew up in New England and
became associated with numerous notable intellectuals of her time, including Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and Henry David Thoreau. This charming
collection of stories are not to be missed by fans of Alcott's work and would make for a worthy
addition to any bookshelf. Many vintage books such as this are becoming increasingly scarce and
expensive. We are republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern, high-quality edition
complete with the original text and artwork.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: LOUISA MAY ALCOTT Ultimate Collection: 16 Novels &
150+ Short Stories, Plays and Poems (Illustrated) Louisa May Alcott, 2015-12-21 This carefully
crafted ebook: LOUISA MAY ALCOTT Ultimate Collection: 16 Novels & 150+ Short Stories, Plays
and Poems (Illustrated) is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of
contents. Content: Biography Louisa May Alcott: Her Life, Letters, and Journals Novels Little Women
Good Wives Little Men Jo's Boys Moods The Mysterious Key and What It Opened An Old Fashioned
Girl Work: A Story of Experience Eight Cousins; or, The Aunt-Hill Rose in Bloom: A Sequel to Eight
Cousins Under the Lilacs Jack and Jill: A Village Story Behind a Mask, or a Woman's Power The
Abbot's Ghost, Or Maurice Treherne's Temptation A Modern Mephistopheles Pauline's Passion and
Punishment Short Story Collections Aunt Jo's Scrap-Bag Shawl-Straps Jimmy's Cruise in the Pinafore
An Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving Lulu's Library Flower Fables On Picket Duty, and other tales
Spinning-Wheel Stories A Garland for Girls Silver Pitchers: and Independence, a Centennial Love
Story A Merry Christmas & Other Christmas Stories Other Short Stories and Novelettes Hospital
Sketches Marjorie's Three Gifts Perilous Play A Whisper in the Dark Lost in a Pyramid, or the
Mummy's Curse A Modern Cinderella A Country Christmas Aunt Kipp Debby's Debut My Red Cap
Nelly's Hospital Psyche's Art The Brothers Poetry A.B.A A Little Grey Curl To Papa In Memoriam
Plays Bianca Captive of Castile Ion Norna; or, The Witch's Curse The Greek Slave The Unloved Wife
Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) was an American novelist and poet best known as the author of the
classic Little Women and its sequels Little Men and Jo's Boys. Alcott was an abolitionist and a
feminist. Little Women is a semi-autobiographical account of the author's childhood with her sisters
in Concord, Massachusetts. Good Wives followed the March sisters into adulthood and marriage.
Little Men detailed Jo's life at the Plumfield School that she founded with her husband Professor
Bhaer. Jo's Boys completed the March Family Saga.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Best of Louisa May Alcott Louisa May Alcott,
1993-12-22 “A splendid edition–the first contemporary collection of Louisa May Alcott’s novels and
stories; one that includes the art of the great nineteenth-century illustrator Frank T. Merrill.”
—Madelon Bedell, author ofThe Alcotts: Biography of a Family Louisa May Alcott was a writer who
liked to be in intimate touch with the reader. There is a confidential immediacy to her style, often
punctuated with sly stabs of satire and irony. One of the principal charms of her writing is her great
warmth for her characters, and theirs for one another. Nowhere is this better displayed than in the
classicsLittle WomenandLittle Men, which are here in their entirety. The short stories in THE BEST
OF LOUISA MAY ALCOTT come from the period of Alcott’s most powerful and mature writing, which
began in the 1860s, when she dealt forcibly with real issues and real people. These stories touch on
strong human qualities–joy, compassion, humor, courage, dignity, heart-tugging poignancy, guilt, or
fancifulness–and portray the moments when those qualities come into focus. Alcott’s work has a
wonderful range. There are delicious romance, like the frankly autobiographical “My Boys,” a
rollicking account of some of the author’s experiences, full of her salty, sardonic humor and
generosity of spirit. There is also “Cupid and Chow-Chow,” still very relevant today, dealing with
courage and guilt, and sexism in the nursery. There is comedy and suspense in “Clams,” a marvelous
ghost story. There are wonderful animal stories, including “Rosa’s Tale,” the heroine of which is a
horse, as well as a description of a day at the zoo in “My May-Day Among Curious Birds and Beasts.”
There are also holiday stories here, like “An Old Fashioned Thanksgiving,” and two Christmas
stories: “How It All Happened,” and “Tessa’s Surprise.” And perhaps most moving of all is “A Night”,
fromHospital Sketches, the story of a nurse’s vigil at the bedside of an extraordinarily brave and



dignified soldier wounded in the Civil War. This charming collection, enhanced by beautiful original
illustrations, makes clear the timeless appeal of Louisa May Alcott’s work.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: The Complete Works of Louisa May Alcott: Novels,
Short Stories, Plays & Poems (Illustrated Edition) Louisa May Alcott, 2023-11-20 In 'The
Complete Works of Louisa May Alcott: Novels, Short Stories, Plays & Poems (Illustrated Edition),'
readers are treated to an expansive collection that encapsulates the diverse literary contributions of
one of America's most cherished authors. This volume showcases Alcott's signature blend of realism
and Romanticism, featuring well-loved classics such as 'Little Women' alongside lesser-known stories
that reflect her engagement with themes of gender, social reform, and the complexities of family
dynamics. The illustrated edition enhances the reading experience, inviting readers to visually
engage with Alcott's narratives as they traverse her richly crafted worlds. Louisa May Alcott
(1832-1888), a trailblazer in feminist literature, wrote with an intimate understanding of the
struggles faced by women in the 19th century. Growing up in a progressive household influenced by
her father'Äôs Transcendentalist beliefs, Alcott embraced themes of independence and equality in
her writings. Her experiences as a working woman, combined with her personal battles and social
activism, strongly informed her literary voice, shaping her into a powerful advocate for women's
rights and education. This complete collection is a must-read for anyone interested in American
literature, feminism, or the intersection of social issues and storytelling. Alcott's timeless narratives
continue to resonate with contemporary audiences, making this edition a valuable addition to any
literary library.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: Short Stories of Louisa May Alcott Louisa May Alcott,
2013 Louisa May Alcott is readily and quite rightly famed for her novel 'Little Women'. In these
volumes of short stories she brings characters and stories which weave a magic and charm that few
other writers can hope to equal.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: Spinning Wheel Stories Louisa May Alcott, 2014-12-12 It
is too bad to have our jolly vacation spoiled by this provoking storm. Didn't mind it yesterday,
because we could eat all the time; but here we are cooped up for a week, perhaps, and I'd like to
know what we are to do, growled Geoff, as he stood at the window looking gloomily at the bleak
scene without. It certainly was discouraging; for the north wind howled, the air was dark with falling
snow, and drifts were rising over fences, roads, and fields, as if to barricade the Christmas party in
the great country house.
  short stories by louisa may alcott: THE COMPLETE WORKS OF LOUISA MAY ALCOTT:
Novels, Short Stories, Plays & Poems (Illustrated Edition) Louisa May Alcott, 2017-08-07 This
unique illustrated collection of THE COMPLETE WORKS OF LOUISA MAY ALCOTT has been
formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. Content:
Biography Louisa May Alcott: Her Life, Letters, and Journals Novels Little Women Good Wives Little
Men Jo's Boys Moods The Mysterious Key and What It Opened An Old Fashioned Girl Work: A Story
of Experience Eight Cousins; or, The Aunt-Hill Rose in Bloom: A Sequel to Eight Cousins Under the
Lilacs Jack and Jill: A Village Story Behind a Mask, or a Woman's Power The Abbot's Ghost, Or
Maurice Treherne's Temptation A Modern Mephistopheles Pauline's Passion and Punishment Short
Story Collections Aunt Jo's Scrap-Bag Shawl-Straps Jimmy's Cruise in the Pinafore An Old-Fashioned
Thanksgiving Lulu's Library Flower Fables On Picket Duty, and other tales Spinning-Wheel Stories A
Garland for Girls Silver Pitchers: and Independence, a Centennial Love Story A Merry Christmas &
Other Christmas Stories Other Short Stories and Novelettes Hospital Sketches Marjorie's Three
Gifts Perilous Play A Whisper in the Dark Lost in a Pyramid, or the Mummy's Curse A Modern
Cinderella A Country Christmas Aunt Kipp Debby's Debut My Red Cap Nelly's Hospital Psyche's Art
The Brothers Poetry A.B.A A Little Grey Curl To Papa In Memoriam Plays Bianca Captive of Castile
Ion Norna; or, The Witch's Curse The Greek Slave The Unloved Wife Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888)
was an American novelist and poet best known as the author of the classic Little Women and its
sequels Little Men and Jo's Boys. Alcott was an abolitionist and a feminist. Little Women is a
semi-autobiographical account of the author's childhood with her sisters in Concord, Massachusetts.



Good Wives followed the March sisters into adulthood and marriage. Little Men detailed Jo's life at
the Plumfield School that she founded with her husband Professor Bhaer. Jo's Boys completed the
March Family Saga.
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