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Gary Shteyngart Super Sad TRUE Love Story: A Dive into Dystopian Romance and
Satire

gary shteyngart super sad TRUE love story is more than just a lengthy and
intriguing title-it’s a unique literary work that blends satire, dystopia,
and romance into a compelling narrative. Published in 2010, this novel by
Gary Shteyngart explores themes of technology, consumerism, and human
connection in a near-future America teetering on the edge of collapse. For
readers interested in dark humor, social commentary, and a poignant love
story, this book offers a rich experience that prompts reflection on modern
society and relationships.

Understanding Gary Shteyngart’s Super Sad TRUE
Love Story

Gary Shteyngart’s novel is set in a dystopian future where America is
overwhelmed by debt, societal decay, and an obsession with youth and
technology. The story revolves around Lenny Abramov, a middle-aged man
clinging to the remnants of a dying world, and Eunice Park, a young and tech-
obsessed woman. Their relationship unfolds amidst a backdrop of relentless
media, invasive technology, and the decline of traditional values.

This book stands out in Shteyngart’s body of work for its inventive narrative
style, combining traditional prose with text messages, emails, and other
digital communications that reflect the fragmented reality of its characters.
It’s a sharp critique of how technology might shape human interactions and
cultural values in the near future.

The Premise and Setting

“Super Sad TRUE Love Story” imagines a United States overwhelmed by financial
collapse, where credit scores dictate social status and privacy is virtually
extinct. The government is authoritarian and surveillance is pervasive. In
this world, gadgets called Apparats dominate everyday life, used for
everything from social assessment to constant video communication.

Lenny, the protagonist, is a nostalgic figure—fond of print books, classical
music, and traditional forms of expression, which starkly contrasts with
Eunice’s obsession with social media, instant gratification, and physical
appearance. Their romance is complicated by these fundamental differences,
illustrating the tension between old-world values and new-age technology.



Exploring Themes in Gary Shteyngart Super Sad
TRUE Love Story

One of the most compelling reasons to engage with Gary Shteyngart super sad
TRUE love story is its intricate layering of themes that resonate with
contemporary concerns.

Technology and Human Connection

The novel delves deeply into how technology influences human relationships.
The pervasive Appérat devices symbolize not only convenience but also a loss
of genuine communication. The characters’ constant broadcasting of their
lives and obsession with social validation highlight the superficiality that
technology can breed.

Shteyngart uses this theme to question whether technology brings people
closer or drives them further apart. Lenny and Eunice’s relationship embodies
this paradox: despite their constant digital connectedness, true
understanding often eludes them.

Consumerism and Identity

Consumer culture saturates the novel'’s world, where people are defined by
their spending power and credit ratings. This dynamic critiques modern
capitalism and the commodification of identity. In the book, social worth is
measured by brand loyalty and physical appearance, emphasizing society’s
shallow values.

The characters’ struggles reflect the tension between authentic selfhood and
societal expectations, a dilemma that many readers can relate to in today’s
social media-driven culture.

Dystopia and Political Satire

Shteyngart’s dystopian America is rife with political corruption, economic
instability, and a crumbling infrastructure. Through satire, he exposes the
absurdities and dangers of unchecked power, surveillance, and nationalism.
The novel’'s dark humor makes these heavy topics accessible while provoking
thoughtful critique.



Stylistic Innovation in Gary Shteyngart Super
Sad TRUE Love Story

One fascinating aspect of this novel is its format and narrative style, which
amplify its themes and immerse readers in its world.

Mixed Media Narrative

The book alternates between Lenny’s first-person narrative and Eunice’s
Apparat diary entries, which consist of fragmented, emoji-filled texts. This
dual structure contrasts the characters’ voices and perspectives, emphasizing
generational and ideological differences.

This approach also mimics the cacophony of modern communication-constant,
scattered, and often superficial-fostering a sense of immediacy and intimacy
with the story.

Use of Humor and Satire

Shteyngart’s wit permeates the novel, offering sharp commentary on
contemporary issues without becoming preachy. His humor is often self-
deprecating and absurd, which helps balance the bleakness of the dystopian
setting.

Readers appreciate how the novel uses satire to challenge societal norms and
provoke reflection on the trajectory of technology and politics.

Why Gary Shteyngart Super Sad TRUE Love Story
Matters Today

Even years after its publication, this novel remains relevant as it
anticipates many trends and challenges that have only intensified in the
2020s.

The Rise of Social Media and Data Privacy Concerns

The constant social scoring and exposure depicted in the book eerily mirror
today’s concerns about data privacy, social media influence, and digital
surveillance. Shteyngart’s vision encourages readers to question how much
control they have over their personal information and online personas.



Generational Divide and Cultural Shifts

The clash between Lenny and Eunice’s worldviews speaks to ongoing
generational tensions about technology, values, and identity. This dynamic
invites readers to consider how different generations negotiate change and
preserve meaningful connections.

A Cautionary Tale on Consumerism and Authenticity

By portraying a society obsessed with consumption and appearance, the novel
challenges readers to reflect on their own priorities and the impact of
consumer culture on genuine human relationships.

Tips for Readers Approaching Gary Shteyngart
Super Sad TRUE Love Story

For those interested in diving into this novel, here are some suggestions to
enrich your reading experience:

Embrace the format: The mixed media style might seem unconventional but
lean into it-it enhances the story’s themes.

Reflect on parallels: Consider how the book’'s dystopian elements relate
to current societal trends.

Appreciate the humor: Don’t shy away from the satire; it adds a layer of
levity to serious topics.

Discuss with others: This novel sparks great conversations about
technology, culture, and relationships, so consider a book club or
discussion group.

Gary Shteyngart’s Place in Contemporary
Literature

“Super Sad TRUE Love Story” solidified Shteyngart’s reputation as a sharp
social critic and master storyteller. His ability to blend humor, dystopian
fiction, and heartfelt romance sets him apart in modern literary circles.

The novel is often recommended alongside works by authors like Margaret



Atwood and Dave Eggers, who also explore technology and society with a
critical eye. For readers who enjoy speculative fiction grounded in real-
world issues, Shteyngart’s work is a must-read.

As technology continues to evolve and shape our lives, novels like Gary
Shteyngart super sad TRUE love story offer valuable insights and warnings.
They remind us to cherish authentic human connection amidst the noise of
digital life, making this book not only entertaining but profoundly relevant.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Gary Shteyngart's 'Super
Sad True Love Story'?

The main theme of 'Super Sad True Love Story' is the impact of technology and
consumerism on human relationships and society, exploring issues like
privacy, identity, and the decline of meaningful communication.

Who are the central characters in 'Super Sad True
Love Story' by Gary Shteyngart?

The central characters are Lenny Abramov, a middle-aged man who works in the
rare book industry, and Eunice Park, a younger Korean-American woman. Their
relationship forms the core of the narrative amidst a dystopian near-future
America.

How does Gary Shteyngart portray the future society
in 'Super Sad True Love Story'?

Shteyngart depicts a dystopian near-future America dominated by technology,
rampant consumerism, and economic decline, where people's lives are heavily
monitored through personal devices called Apparats, reflecting a loss of
privacy and genuine human connection.

What narrative style does Gary Shteyngart use in
'Super Sad True Love Story'?

The novel employs a dual narrative style, alternating between Lenny Abramov's
first-person diary entries and Eunice Park's Apparat-generated social media
posts, blending traditional prose with digital communication formats.

What social issues does 'Super Sad True Love Story'
address?

The book addresses social issues such as ageism, economic disparity, cultural



identity, the influence of technology on society, political instability, and
the effects of globalization.

Has 'Super Sad True Love Story' received any notable
critical acclaim?

Yes, 'Super Sad True Love Story' was widely praised for its satirical and
insightful portrayal of contemporary and future society. It was a finalist
for the 2010 National Book Critics Circle Award and has been lauded for its
originality and emotional depth.

Additional Resources
Gary Shteyngart’s *Super Sad True Love Story*: A Dystopian Romance Explored

gary shteyngart super sad TRUE love story stands out as a compelling fusion
of dystopian satire and heartfelt romance, marking a distinctive entry in
contemporary American literature. Published in 2010, this novel by Gary
Shteyngart ventures into a near-future America overwhelmed by consumerism,
surveillance, and the omnipresence of technology, while unraveling an
intimate narrative of love, identity, and societal decay. This article delves
deeply into the themes, narrative techniques, and cultural significance of
*Super Sad True Love Story*, examining how Shteyngart crafts a cautionary yet
poignant tale that resonates with modern readers navigating an increasingly
digital world.

Contextual Framework and Narrative Overview

Set in a dystopian United States teetering on economic collapse and cultural
disintegration, *Super Sad True Love Story* follows the lives of Lenny
Abramov, a middle-aged, somewhat old-fashioned man working in the declining
world of publishing, and Eunice Park, a young Korean-American woman immersed
in the digital age’s relentless pace. The narrative unfolds through a
combination of Lenny’s diary entries and Eunice’s electronic communications,
including text messages and social media updates, offering readers a
multifaceted perspective on their relationship and the society surrounding
them.

This dual narrative structure not only enhances the storytelling but also
effectively mirrors the novel’s thematic concerns with communication
breakdown, generational divides, and the impact of technology on human
interaction. The fragmented, hyper-digital format, punctuated with
advertisements and status updates, immerses readers in a world where personal
identity is commodified and human connections are increasingly mediated by
devices.



Exploration of Key Themes in Gary Shteyngart’s Novel

One of the most prominent themes in *Super Sad True Love Story* is the
corrosive effect of technology on intimacy and authenticity. Shteyngart
presents a society obsessed with youth, appearance, and instant
gratification, where individuals are constantly ranked and judged through
devices called apparats. This obsession breeds alienation, as characters
struggle to find genuine connections amid a culture dominated by superficial
metrics.

The love story between Lenny and Eunice serves as a microcosm of this
tension. Lenny’s nostalgic longing for meaningful interaction clashes with
Eunice’s immersion in the digital world, highlighting generational and
cultural conflicts. Their relationship is fraught with misunderstandings and
insecurities fueled by the pervasive influence of technology and media.

Additionally, *Super Sad True Love Story* offers a satirical critique of
American consumerism and political instability. The novel exaggerates current
societal trends—such as rampant debt, invasive marketing, and declining
privacy-to depict a grim future. Through sharp wit and dark humor, Shteyngart
critiques the commodification of human experience and the erosion of
democratic values, presenting a dystopia that feels unsettlingly plausible.

Stylistic Elements and Structural Innovation

Gary Shteyngart’s narrative style in *Super Sad True Love Story* is notable
for its innovative use of form and language. The juxtaposition of Lenny’s
reflective, often verbose prose with Eunice’s fragmented, emoji-laden texts
creates a dynamic reading experience that captures the novel’s central
conflicts. This blending of traditional and contemporary literary modes
exemplifies Shteyngart’s skillful engagement with the digital age’s
complexities.

Moreover, the inclusion of fictional advertisements, news snippets, and
social media feeds functions as a form of world-building that enhances the
novel’s immersive quality. These elements serve as both exposition and
commentary, underscoring the pervasive commercialization and surveillance
characterizing Shteyngart’s dystopia.

Critical Reception and Literary Significance

Upon its release, *Super Sad True Love Story* garnered critical acclaim for
its incisive social commentary and inventive narrative style. Reviewers
praised Shteyngart’s ability to blend humor with tragedy, crafting a story
that is both entertaining and thought-provoking. The novel was shortlisted
for several literary awards and has been analyzed extensively in academic



circles for its exploration of technology’s impact on society and literature.
Compared to other dystopian works like Dave Eggers’ *The Circle* or Margaret
Atwood’s *The Handmaid’s Tale*, Shteyngart’s novel distinguishes itself
through its focus on the intersection of romance and technology. Where many
dystopias emphasize political repression or ecological disaster, *Super Sad

True Love Story* zeroes in on the cultural and emotional consequences of a
hyperconnected yet fragmented world.

Pros and Cons in the Context of Modern Dystopian
Literature

* Pros:

o Innovative narrative structure blending traditional prose and
digital communication.

o Sharp social satire addressing contemporary issues of technology,
consumerism, and privacy.

o Complex character development that humanizes dystopian themes.

o Engaging blend of humor and melancholy enhancing emotional depth.

e Cons:

o Some readers may find the fragmented format challenging or
disruptive to narrative flow.

o The dense use of cultural references may date the novel as
technology evolves.

o The dark tone and bleak outlook might not appeal to all audiences
seeking escapism.

Gary Shteyngart’s Place in Contemporary
Literature

*Super Sad True Love Story* reinforces Gary Shteyngart’s reputation as a keen



observer of cultural anxieties and a master of blending wit with melancholy.
His work often navigates the immigrant experience, identity politics, and the
absurdities of modern life, but this novel’s dystopian lens amplifies these
themes with urgency and innovation.

The novel’s prescient portrayal of a society overwhelmed by data,
surveillance, and commodification continues to resonate, especially as real-
world technological advancements echo some of Shteyngart’s fictional
inventions. Its exploration of love amid chaos offers a poignant meditation
on human vulnerability and resilience, making it a relevant study for those
interested in the intersection of technology, culture, and personal
relationships.

Impact on Readers and Cultural Dialogue

Readers of *Super Sad True Love Story* often find themselves reflecting on
their own digital habits and societal values. The novel’'s vivid depiction of
a future shaped by technology and consumerism prompts discussions around
privacy, mental health, and the nature of connection in an increasingly
mediated world.

This book has become a reference point in cultural discussions about the
dangers of technological overreach and the importance of preserving human
empathy. In academic and literary communities, it continues to inspire
debates about dystopian narratives’ role in critiquing contemporary society
and envisioning alternative futures.

Gary Shteyngart’s *Super Sad True Love Story* remains a significant work that
challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about the trajectory of
modern culture. By weaving a super sad, yet deeply human tale of love and
loss in a fractured world, Shteyngart invites a nuanced consideration of how
technology shapes—and sometimes distorts—the most fundamental aspects of
human experience.

Gary Shteyngart Super Sad True Love Story
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A functionally illiterate America is about to collapse. But donit tell that to poor Lenny Abramov, the
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thirty-nine-year-old son of an angry Russian immigrant janitor, proud author of what may well be the
worldis last diary, and less-proud owner of a bald spot shaped like the great state of Ohio. Despite
his job at an outfit called Post-Human Services, which attempts to provide immortality for its
super-rich clientele, death is clearly stalking this cholesterol-rich morsel of a man. And why
shouldnit it? Lennyis from a different century - he loves books. But even more than books, Lenny
loves Eunice Park, a cute and cruel twenty-four-year-old Korean American woman who just
graduated from Elderbird College with a major in Images and a minor in Assertiveness. After
meeting Lenny on a Roman holiday, blistering Eunice puts that Assertiveness minor to work,
teaching 'ancient dork' effective new ways to brush his teeth and making him buy a cottony
nonflammable wardrobe. But America proves less flame-resistant than Lennyis new threads. The
country is crushed by a credit crisis, riots break out in New Yorkis Central Park, the cityis streets
are lined with National Guard tanks on every corner, the dollar is so over, and patient Chinese
creditors may just be ready to foreclose on the whole mess.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Super Sad True Love Story Gary Shteyngart,
2010-07-27 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A deliciously dark tale of America’s dysfunctional
coming years—and the timeless and tender feelings that just might bring us back from the brink.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times ¢« The Washington Post
* The Boston Globe ¢ San Francisco Chronicle ¢ The Seattle Times * O: The Oprah Magazine ¢
Maureen Corrigan, NPR ¢ Salon ¢ Slate * Minneapolis Star Tribune ¢ St. Louis Post-Dispatch ¢ The
Kansas City Star ¢ Charlotte Observer ¢ The Globe and Mail * Vancouver Sun ¢« Montreal Gazette ¢
Kirkus Reviews In the near future, America is crushed by a financial crisis and our patient Chinese
creditors may just be ready to foreclose on the whole mess. Then Lenny Abramov, son of an Russian
immigrant janitor and ardent fan of “printed, bound media artifacts” (aka books), meets Eunice Park,
an impossibly cute Korean American woman with a major in Images and a minor in Assertiveness.
Could falling in love redeem a planet falling apart?

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Is Gary Shteyngart's "Super Sad True Love
Story" a Dystopia? Matthias Jessen, 2014-06-04 Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject
Didactics for the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,7, Leuphana Universitat Lineburg
(Kulturwissenschaften), course: A different kind of immigrant literature: Gary Shteyngart, language:
English, abstract: In dieser Hausarbeit wird untersucht, ob der Roman von Gary Shteyngart die
formalen Kriterien einer dystopischen Erzahlung erfullt. Als Vergleich werden einschlagige Werke
von George Orwell, Ray Bradbury, H.G. Wells und Aldous Huxley herangezogen.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Absurdistan and Super Sad True Love Story: Two
Bestselling Novels Gary Shteyngart, 2013-11-04 Heralded as “one of his generation’s most original
and exhilarating writers” by The New York Times, Gary Shteyngart has fused his literary chops and
biting humor into one-of-a-kind fiction that provokes, inspires, and entertains—sometimes all at
once. Throughout the two bestselling novels in this eBook bundle, Absurdistan and Super Sad True
Love Story, Shteyngart is at the height of his powers: “wildly funny” (San Francisco Chronicle),
“freakishly intelligent” (Elle), “ridiculously witty and painfully prescient” (Time). Don’t miss Gary
Shteyngart’s highly anticipated memoir, Little Failure, an American immigrant story of a lifelong
misfit who finally finds his place in the world, told with the author’s sharp powers of observation,
self-deprecating humor, surprising revelations, and moving insights into the human heart.
ABSURDISTAN “Exuberant, wise, hilarious . . . a long, funny, heartbreaking lament for home,
whatever that means, and wherever that might be.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review Meet Misha
Vainberg, son of the 1,238th-richest man in Russia and a 325-pound patriot of no country save New
York City. Misha just wants to live in the South Bronx with his hot Latina girlfriend, but after his
gangster father murders an Oklahoma businessman, all hopes of a U.S. visa are lost. Salvation lies in
tiny, oil-rich Absurdistan, where a crooked consular officer will sell Misha a Belgian passport. Then
civil war breaks out, a local warlord installs Misha as minister of multicultural affairs, and our hero
finds himself fighting for his life, falling in love, and trying to figure out if a normal life is still
possible in the twenty-first century. SUPER SAD TRUE LOVE STORY “Wonderful . . . [combines] the



tenderness of the Chekhovian tradition with the hormonal high jinks of a Judd Apatow
movie.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times In the near future, America is crushed by a
financial crisis, and our patient Chinese creditors may just be ready to foreclose on the whole mess.
Then Lenny Abramov, son of a Russian immigrant janitor and ardent fan of “printed, bound media
artifacts” (aka books), meets Eunice Park, an impossibly cute and impossibly cruel Korean American
woman with a major in Images and a minor in Assertiveness. Could falling in love redeem a planet
falling apart? All Lenny has to do is convince his fickle new love that there is still value in being a
real human being. Praise for Gary Shteyngart “Compared with most young novelists his age . . .
Shteyngart is a giant mounted on horseback. He ranges more widely, sees more sweepingly and gets
where he’s going with far more aplomb.”—The New York Times Book Review “Obscenely gifted . . .
[His] prose never fails to pop, and nothing escapes his satiric eye.”—Entertainment Weekly “The
Joseph Heller of the information age.”—Salon “His imagination is either warped or prophetic; you
choose. But his writing is brilliant.”—The Seattle Times “Not since mid-seventies Woody Allen has
anyone cracked so wise and so well.”—Esquire “There is no one better at skewering social
systems.”—The Wall Street Journal

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Understanding Gary Shteyngart Geoff
Hamilton, 2017-04-15 A survey of the Russian-born American author's work and themes questioning
identity, politics, and multiculturalism Understanding Gary Shteyngart, the first comprehensive
examination of Shteyngart's novels and memoir, introduces readers to one of the most critically
acclaimed and commercially successful contemporary American authors. Born in Leningrad in 1972,
Shteyngart immigrated to the United States in 1979, attended Oberlin College and the City
University of New York, and currently teaches in the Writing Program at Columbia University. His
novels include Super Sad True Love Story, winner of the Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse Prize;
Absurdistan, chosen as one of the ten best books of the year by the New York Times Book Review
and Time magazine; and The Russian Debutante's Handbook, winner of the Stephen Crane Award
for First Fiction and the National Jewish Book Award for Fiction. Geoff Hamilton studies three broad,
overlapping elements of Shteyngart's work: his construction of Russian-Jewish identity in the United
States, his appraisal of communism's imaginative legacy for the wider East European diaspora and
former Soviet republics, and his representation of the deadening effects of late capitalism. Focusing
on Shteyngart's themes of the fracturing and decay of ethnic identities, the limits and pitfalls of
multiculturalism, and the decline of privacy and civility against the creeping power of technological
mediation, Hamilton also tracks the author's playful manipulation of literary traditions and his
incisive revision of seminal mythologies of Russian, Jewish, and American selthood. Although
Shteyngart has sometimes been pigeon holed as an immigrant author working a rather marginal
ethnic shtick, Hamilton demonstrates that Shteyngart's work deserves attention for its remarkable
centrality, that is, its relevance to core questions of identity formation and beliefs common to
globalized societies.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: The Novel Cure Ella Berthoud, Susan Elderkin,
Indrajit Hazra, 2014-08-01 Whether you have a stubbed toe or a stubborn case of the blues, within
these pages you'll find a cure in the form of a novel - or a combination of novels - to help ease your
pain. You'll also find advice on how to tackle common reading ailments - such as what to do when
you feel overwhelmed by the number of books in the world, or if you have a tendency to give up
halfway through. When read at the right moment in your life, a novel can - quite literally - change it,
and The Novel Cure is a reminder of that power. Written with authority, passion and wit, here is a
fresh approach to finding new books to read, and an enchanting way to revisit the books on your
shelves.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Recent Trends in Translation Studies Sara
Laviosa, Giovanni Iamartino, Eileen Mulligan, 2021-09-10 This volume offers a snapshot of current
perspectives on translation studies within the specific historical and socio-cultural framework of
Anglo-Italian relations. It addresses research questions relevant to English historical, literary,
cultural and language studies, as well as empirical translation studies. The book is divided into four



chapters, each covering a specific research area in the scholarly field of translation studies: namely,
historiography, literary translation, specialized translation and multimodality. Each case study
selected for this volume has been conducted with critical insight and methodological rigour, and
makes a valuable contribution to scientific knowledge in the descriptive and applied branches of a
discipline that, since its foundation nearly 50 years ago, has concerned itself with the description,
theory and practice of translating and interpreting.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Age and Ageing in Contemporary Speculative and
Science Fiction Sarah Falcus, Maricel Ord-Piqueras, 2023-01-12 Focusing on the contemporary
period, this book brings together critical age studies and contemporary science fiction to establish
the centrality of age and ageing in dystopian, speculative and science-fiction imaginaries. Analysing
texts from Europe, North America and South Asia, as well as television programmes and films, the
contributions range from essays which establish genre-based trends in the representation of age and
ageing, to very focused studies of particular texts and concerns. As a whole, the volume probes the
relationship between speculative/science fiction and our understanding of what it is to be a human in
time: the time of our own lives and the times of both the past and the future.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Information and Exclusion Lior Jacob
Strahilevitz, 2011-07-19 DIVNearly all communities are exclusive in some way. When race or wealth
is the basis of exclusion, the homogeneity of a neighborhood, workplace, or congregation is
controversial. In other instances, as with an artist's colony or a French language book club,
exclusivity is tolerable or even laudable. In this engaging book, Lior Strahilevitz introduces a new
theory for understanding how exclusivity is created and maintained in residential, workplace, and
social settings, one that emphasizes information's role in facilitating exclusion. The book provides
many colorful examples to show how lawmakers frequently misunderstand the subtle mechanics of
exclusion, leaving enormous loopholes in the law. Strahilevitz focuses particular attention on today's
changing dynamics of exclusion and discusses how technology presents new opportunities for
governments to stamp out the most offensive exclusionary behaviors./div

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: The Poets and Writers Guide to Publicity and
Promotion ,

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: On the Road with Saint Augustine James K. A.
Smith, 2019-10-01 [J Publishers Weekly starred review One of the Top 100 Books and One of the 5
Best Books in Religion for 2019, Publishers Weekly Christianity Today 2020 Book Award Winner
(Spiritual Formation) Outreach 2020 Resource of the Year (Spiritual Growth) Foreword INDIES
2019 Honorable Mention for Religion This is not a book about Saint Augustine. In a way, it's a book
Augustine has written about each of us. Popular speaker and award-winning author James K. A.
Smith has spent time on the road with Augustine, and he invites us to take this journey too, for this
ancient African thinker knows far more about us than we might expect. Following Smith's successful
You Are What You Love, this book shows how Augustine can be a pilgrim guide to a spirituality that
meets the complicated world we live in. Augustine, says Smith, is the patron saint of restless
hearts--a guide who has been there, asked our questions, and knows our frustrations and failed
pursuits. Augustine spent a lifetime searching for his heart's true home and he can help us find our
way. What makes Augustine a guide worth considering, says Smith, is that he knows where home is,
where rest can be found, what peace feels like, even if it is sometimes ephemeral and elusive along
the way. Addressing believers and skeptics alike, this book shows how Augustine's timeless wisdom
speaks to the worries and struggles of contemporary life, covering topics such as ambition, sex,
friendship, freedom, parenthood, and death. As Smith vividly and colorfully brings Augustine to life
for 21st-century readers, he also offers a fresh articulation of Christianity that speaks to our deepest
hungers, fears, and hopes.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: An Earthy Entanglement with Spirituality
Elizabeth Moore Willingham, 2024-07-15 An Earthy Entanglement with Spirituality offers compelling
perspectives on the human spirit as represented in literature and art. Authors approach the inquiry
using distinct critical approaches to varied primary sources—poetry of various genres and periods,




Shakespearean drama, contemporary theater, Renaissance sculpture, and the novel, short story,
sketch, and dialogue.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: How the Other Half Looks Sara Blair,
2018-06-05 How New York’s Lower East Side inspired new ways of seeing America New York City's
Lower East Side, long viewed as the space of what Jacob Riis notoriously called the other half, was
also a crucible for experimentation in photography, film, literature, and visual technologies. This
book takes an unprecedented look at the practices of observation that emerged from this critical site
of encounter, showing how they have informed literary and everyday narratives of America, its
citizens, and its possible futures. Taking readers from the mid-nineteenth century to the present,
Sara Blair traces the career of the Lower East Side as a place where image-makers, writers, and
social reformers tested new techniques for apprehending America--and their subjects looked back,
confronting the means used to represent them. This dynamic shaped the birth of American
photojournalism, the writings of Stephen Crane and Abraham Cahan, and the forms of early cinema.
During the 1930s, the emptying ghetto opened contested views of the modern city, animating the
work of such writers and photographers as Henry Roth, Walker Evans, and Ben Shahn. After World
War II, the Lower East Side became a key resource for imagining poetic revolution, as in the work of
Allen Ginsberg and LeRoi Jones, and exploring dystopian futures, from Cold War atomic strikes to
the death of print culture and the threat of climate change. How the Other Half Looks reveals how
the Lower East Side has inspired new ways of looking—and looking back—that have shaped literary
and popular expression as well as American modernity.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Self-Help in the Digital Age Loredana Filip,
2024-09-23 In an age where science and technology hold sway and the humanities face a crisis, this
book explores the evolving role of literature. It delves into how American self-help culture shapes
contemporary ideals of success, mindfulness, and happiness, with a particular focus on its influence
in science communication, notably in TED talks. Moreover, it underscores the enduring relevance of
literature in the digital era by analyzing speculative novels that challenge established norms,
including those propagated by TED. These novels include Richard Powers’ Generosity: An
Enhancement, Margaret Atwood’s MaddAddam trilogy and Gary Shteyngart’s Super Sad True Love
Story. They question the Western preference for visual perception, which perpetuates a
human-centric worldview. By focusing on literary synesthesia in the readings, this book emphasizes
sensory experiences and human-nonhuman interactions. It adopts the concept of research as
assemblage and uses a diverse range of theories and approaches, while it foregrounds critical
posthumanism and new materialism. Ultimately, it advocates for a less anthropocentric approach to
reading and presents literature as a transdisciplinary life science capable of fostering a kinship of
posthumanity.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Conversations with Dave Eggers Scott F. Parker,
2022-01-04 It’s been barely twenty years since Dave Eggers (b. 1970) burst onto the American
literary scene with the publication of his memoir, A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius. In
that time, he has gone on to publish several books of fiction, a few more books of nonfiction, a dozen
books for children, and many harder-to-classify works. In addition to his authorship, Eggers has
established himself as an influential publisher, editor, and designer. He has also founded a
publishing company, McSweeney’s; two magazines, Might and McSweeney’s Quarterly Concern; and
several nonprofit organizations. This whirlwind of productivity, within publishing and beyond, gives
Eggers a unique standing among American writers: jack of all trades, master of same. The
interviews contained in Conversations with Dave Eggers suggest the range of Eggers’s pursuits—a
range that is reflected in the variety of the interviews themselves. In addition to the expected
interviews with major publications, Eggers engages here with obscure magazines and blogs, trade
publications, international publications, student publications, and children from a mentoring
program run by one of his nonprofits. To read the interviews in sequence is to witness Eggers’s
rapid evolution. The cultural hysteria around Eggers’s memoir and his complicated relationship with
celebrity are clear in many of the earlier interviews. From there, as the buzz around him mellows,



Eggers responds in kind, allowing writing and his other endeavors to come to the fore of his
conversations. Together, these interviews provide valuable insight into a driving force in
contemporary American literature.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: The New Immigrant Whiteness Claudia
Sadowski-Smith, 2018-03-13 Explores the racialization of immigrants from post-Soviet states and the
nuances of citizenship for this new diaspora. Mapping representations of post-1980s immigration
from the former Soviet Union to the United States in interviews, reality TV shows, fiction, and
memoirs, Claudia Sadowski-Smith shows how this nationally and ethnically diverse group is
associated with idealized accounts of the assimilation and upward mobility of early
twentieth-century arrivals from Europe. As it traces the contributions of historical Eastern European
migration to the emergence of a white racial identity that continues to provide privileges to many
post-Soviet migrants, the book places the post-USSR diaspora into larger discussions about the
racialization of contemporary US immigrants under neoliberal conditions. The New Immigrant
Whiteness argues that legal status on arrival--as participants in refugee, marriage, labor, and
adoptive migration-- impacts post-Soviet immigrants’ encounters with growing socioeconomic
inequalities and tightened immigration restrictions, as well as their attempts to construct
transnational identities. The book examines how their perceived whiteness exposes post-Soviet
family migrants to heightened expectations of assimilation, explores undocumented migration from
the former Soviet Union, analyzes post-USSR immigrants’ attitudes toward anti-immigration laws
that target Latina/os, and considers similarities between post-Soviet and Asian immigrants in their
association with notions of upward immigrant mobility. A compelling and timely volume, The New
Immigrant Whiteness offers a fresh perspective on race and immigration in the United States today.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Why Reading Books Still Matters Martha C.
Pennington, Robert P. Waxler, 2017-08-29 Bringing together strands of public discourse about
valuing personal achievement at the expense of social values and the impacts of global capitalism,
mass media, and digital culture on the lives of children, this book challenges the potential of science
and business to solve the world’s problems without a complementary emphasis on social values. The
selection of literary works discussed illustrates the power of literature and human arts to instill such
values and foster change. The book offers a valuable foundation for the field of literacy education by
providing knowledge about the importance of language and literature that educators can use in their
own teaching and advocacy work.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: The New Jewish American Literary Studies
Victoria Aarons, 2019-04-18 Introduces readers to the new perspectives, approaches and
interpretive possibilities in Jewish American literature that emerged in the twenty-first Century.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Dead Pledges Annie McClanahan, 2018-01-09
Dead Pledges is the first book to explore the ways that U.S. culture—from novels and poems to
photojournalism and horror movies—has responded to the collapse of the financialized consumer
credit economy in 2008. Connecting debt theory to questions of cultural form, this book argues that
artists, filmmakers, and writers have re-imagined what it means to owe and to own in a period when
debt is what makes our economic lives possible. Encompassing both popular entertainment and
avant-garde art, the post-crisis productions examined here help to map the landscape of
contemporary debt: from foreclosure to credit scoring, student debt to securitized risk,
microeconomic theory to anti-eviction activism. A searing critique of the ideology of debt, Dead
Pledges dismantles the discourse of moral obligation so often invoked to make us repay. Debt is no
longer a source of economic credibility, it contends, but a system of dispossession that threatens the
basic fabric of social life.

gary shteyngart super sad true love story: Blast, Corrupt, Dismantle, Erase Brett Josef
Grubisic, Giséle M. Baxter, Tara Lee, 2014-06-16 What do literary dystopias reflect about the times?
In Blast, Corrupt, Dismantle, Erase, contributors address this amorphous but pervasive genre, using
diverse critical methodologies to examine how North America is conveyed or portrayed in a
perceived age of crisis, accelerated uncertainty, and political volatility. Drawing from contemporary




novels such as Cormac McCarthy’s The Road, Neil Gaiman’s American Gods, and the work of
Margaret Atwood and William Gibson (to name a few), this book examines dystopian literature
produced by North American authors between the signing of NAFTA (1994) and the tenth
anniversary of 9/11 (2011). As the texts illustrate, awareness of and deep concern about perceived
vulnerabilities—ends of water, oil, food, capitalism, empires, stable climates, ways of life, non-human
species, and entire human civilizations—have become central to public discourseover the same
period. By asking questions such as “What are the distinctive qualities of post-NAFTA North
American dystopian literature?” and “What does this literature reflect about the tensions and
contradictions of the inchoate continental community of North America?” Blast, Corrupt, Dismantle,
Erase serves to resituate dystopian writing within a particular geo-social setting and introduce a
productive means to understand both North American dystopian writing and its relevant
engagements with a restricted, mapped reality.
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