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After the Dance Terence Rattigan: A Timeless Exploration of Love and Disillusionment

after the dance terence rattigan is one of the playwright's most compelling works, reflecting the post-war
societal tensions and inner emotional struggles that defined much of his writing. Terence Rattigan, a celebrated
British dramatist, is known for his finely crafted character studies and intricate emotional narratives, and
*After the Dance* stands as a prime example of his ability to capture the complexities of human relationships
amid changing social landscapes.

This play, first performed in 1939, delves deep into themes of disillusionment, the search for meaning, and the
cost of escapism. It is often praised for its nuanced portrayal of upper-class life in England during the interwar
period, a time when many were grappling with the aftermath of World War I and the looming threat of another
global conflict. Let’s explore why *After the Dance* remains relevant today, what makes Terence Rattigan’s
writing so distinctive, and how the play fits into the broader context of British theatre.

The Context Behind After the Dance Terence Rattigan

To fully appreciate *After the Dance*, it's important to understand the historical and cultural backdrop
against which Rattigan wrote. The late 1930s in Britain was a period marked by uncertainty and anxiety. The
residual trauma from World War I was still palpable, and many in society were caught between clinging to the
glamorous, carefree lifestyles of the 1920s and facing the grim realities of an impending war.

The Interwar Period and Social Commentary

Rattigan’s play captures this tension with remarkable sensitivity. The characters in *After the Dance* embody
the struggle between hedonism and responsibility, frivolity and depth. The play’s setting—a series of high-
society parties and social gatherings—serves as a metaphor for the superficial distractions that many used
to avoid confronting painful truths about themselves and the world around them.

By highlighting this, Rattigan provides a subtle critique of the British upper classes, exposing the emptiness
beneath their polished exteriors. This social commentary is one reason why the play resonates with audiences
even decades after its premiere.

Terence Rattigan’s Personal Influence

Rattigan’s own life experiences significantly shaped the themes of *After the Dance*. Known for his
introspective and somewhat reserved personality, Rattigan often explored themes of repression, emotional
restraint, and the hidden vulnerabilities of seemingly impeccable characters. His writing style is elegant yet
economical, often conveying profound emotional depth through understated dialogue and subtext.

This personal connection adds layers of authenticity to the play, making it not just a story about a
particular social class or era, but a universal exploration of human frailty and longing.

Key Themes in After the Dance Terence Rattigan

Understanding the key themes in *After the Dance* offers valuable insights into why it remains a significant
work in British theatre history.



Escapism and the Illusion of Happiness

One of the central themes is escapism. The characters, particularly the protagonist, are caught in a cycle of
parties, drinking, and fleeting pleasures, all in an attempt to avoid facing their emotional pain and the harsh
realities of their lives. This hedonistic lifestyle is portrayed as ultimately hollow, and the play questions the
sustainability of such illusions.

Love, Betrayal, and Emotional Conflict

The complex relationships in *After the Dance* reveal the difficulties people face when dealing with love and
trust. Rattigan doesn’t shy away from depicting the messiness of human connections—the betrayals,
misunderstandings, and unspoken regrets that shape the characters' experiences. These emotional conflicts drive
much of the play’s tension and poignancy.

The Passage of Time and Lost Opportunities

Time is another important motif. The title itself suggests a moment after a significant event—a metaphorical
dance representing a phase in life that has ended. The characters grapple with the consequences of their past
choices and the realization that some opportunities may have been missed or wasted.

Why After the Dance Terence Rattigan Still Matters Today

Despite being set in a very specific historical moment, *After the Dance* tackles themes that remain universally
relevant. Modern audiences can still relate to the characters’ struggles with identity, purpose, and the search
for genuine connection amidst superficial distractions.

Timeless Exploration of Human Nature

Rattigan’s skill in portraying the complexity of human emotions without melodrama ensures that the play
continues to engage viewers. The nuanced character development invites empathy and reflection, encouraging
audiences to consider their own lives and the masks they might wear.

Revival and Modern Interpretations

In recent years, *After the Dance* has experienced a resurgence in popularity, with several successful revivals
on stage. Directors and actors have found new ways to interpret the play, often drawing parallels between
the interwar period and contemporary societal challenges such as economic uncertainty, cultural shifts, and
the search for meaning in a fast-paced world.

These modern productions highlight how Rattigan’s insights into human behavior transcend time and place,
making the play fresh and accessible to new generations.

Understanding Terence Rattigan’s Style Through After the Dance

Rattigan’s writing style is an essential part of what makes *After the Dance* so compelling. His work is often



described as “well-made” plays with tight structure and precise dialogue, but there’s much more beneath the
surface.

Subtext and Emotional Restraint

One hallmark of Rattigan’s style is his use of subtext. What characters don’t say is often as important as
their spoken words. This subtlety requires audiences to actively engage with the play, reading between the lines
to uncover the true emotional stakes.

Elegance and Economy in Dialogue

The dialogue in *After the Dance* is polished and elegant, reflecting the upper-class milieu of the characters.
Yet, Rattigan avoids verbosity, choosing his words carefully to maximize emotional impact. This economy of
language makes the play accessible while maintaining a depth that rewards close attention.

Key Characters and Their Symbolism in After the Dance

The characters in *After the Dance* are richly drawn and serve as vehicles for the play’s themes.

David Scott-Fowler: The central figure, David embodies the conflict between reckless indulgence and the
desire for a meaningful existence. His journey is one of self-discovery and painful reckoning.

Sheila Scott-Fowler: David’s wife, Sheila represents loyalty and the emotional toll of living with
someone who is emotionally distant or damaged. Her character provides a counterpoint to David’s
escapism.

Gillian dancing: A symbol of innocence and hope, Gillian’s brief presence disrupts the established patterns,
forcing characters to confront their true feelings.

Each character’s interactions reveal different facets of love, regret, and the human desire for connection,
making their stories resonate with audiences on a personal level.

Tips for Watching or Reading After the Dance Terence Rattigan

If you’re new to *After the Dance*, here are some insights to help you appreciate the play fully:

Pay attention to what’s unsaid: Much of the emotional weight comes from subtle cues and pauses rather1.
than explicit statements.

Consider the historical context: Understanding the social and political climate of the 1930s enhances2.
the play’s themes and character motivations.

Focus on character dynamics: Notice how relationships evolve and how characters’ past choices3.
influence their present behavior.

Reflect on the themes: Think about parallels between the characters’ struggles and contemporary issues4.



like escapism and emotional repression.

Engaging with the play on these levels enriches the experience and reveals why Terence Rattigan’s work remains
a cornerstone of British drama.

---

In exploring *After the Dance Terence Rattigan* offers an enduring glimpse into the fragility of human happiness
and the masks people wear to hide their pain. The play’s elegant examination of love, loss, and the consequences
of avoidance invites us to look beyond surface appearances and consider the depth of our own emotional lives.
Whether experienced on stage or through reading, *After the Dance* continues to captivate and provoke
thought, reminding us of the timeless dance between hope and despair.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Terence Rattigan's play 'After the Dance'?

'After the Dance' explores themes of disillusionment, post-war existential crisis, and the emptiness of the
British upper class in the 1920s.

When was 'After the Dance' by Terence Rattigan first performed?

'After the Dance' was first performed in 1939.

Why is 'After the Dance' considered one of Terence Rattigan's significant
works?

The play is significant for its deep psychological insight and its critique of the aimlessness and moral ambiguity
of the interwar British society.

Who are the main characters in 'After the Dance'?

The main characters are David and Joan Scott-Fowler, a couple struggling with their disillusionment and the
consequences of their lifestyle.

How does 'After the Dance' reflect the historical context of the 1920s?

The play reflects the post-World War I era's social and moral uncertainty, highlighting the hedonism and
eventual despair of the upper class during the Roaring Twenties.

Has 'After the Dance' been revived in recent years?

Yes, 'After the Dance' has seen notable revivals, including a critically acclaimed production at the National
Theatre in London in 2010.

What style of drama is 'After the Dance'?

'After the Dance' is a psychological drama that combines elements of social critique and tragedy.



Additional Resources
After the Dance by Terence Rattigan: A Critical Examination of Post-War British Drama

after the dance terence rattigan stands as a pivotal work in the canon of mid-20th-century British theatre,
encapsulating the complex social dynamics and emotional undercurrents of post-war Britain. Terence Rattigan,
renowned for his nuanced character studies and exploration of psychological conflict, crafted this play as a
profound commentary on the moral ambiguities and existential malaise facing the British upper class in the
aftermath of World War II. This article delves into the thematic richness, character development, and enduring
significance of After the Dance, situating it within the broader context of Rattigan's oeuvre and British
theatrical history.

Contextualizing After the Dance in Terence Rattigan’s Career

After the Dance premiered in 1939, initially met with mixed reviews, but it has since garnered critical acclaim
for its incisive portrayal of social pretense and emotional repression. Often overshadowed by Rattigan's later
successes such as The Winslow Boy and The Browning Version, After the Dance reveals a darker, more
introspective side of the playwright’s work. Set against the backdrop of the interwar period, the play explores
themes of escapism and denial, reflecting the broader societal reluctance to confront the impending realities of
war and change.

Terence Rattigan was known for his ability to delve into the intricacies of human emotion without resorting
to melodrama. After the Dance exemplifies this trait, presenting characters who grapple with their personal
failures and disillusionments beneath a veneer of sophistication and gaiety. The play’s initial lukewarm
reception can be attributed to its unflinching exposure of the British upper class’s moral bankruptcy, which
some contemporaries found discomforting.

Thematic Exploration: Escapism and Emotional Paralysis

At its core, After the Dance is an exploration of escapism—a concept that resonates deeply within post-war
literature and drama. The play centers on socialites who indulge in frivolous parties and shallow
conversations to avoid confronting the emptiness of their lives. This hedonistic lifestyle becomes a metaphor
for the broader societal denial prevalent during the interwar years, where the trauma of the First World War
lingered beneath a fa�ade of normalcy.

Rattigan's characters are trapped in cycles of emotional paralysis, unable to break free from their self-imposed
illusions. The protagonist, David Scott-Fowler, embodies this conflict as he vacillates between self-
awareness and willful ignorance. His journey throughout the play highlights the tension between the desire for
authentic connection and the fear of vulnerability—a duality that remains relevant in contemporary
discussions of emotional health and social behavior.

Character Dynamics and Psychological Depth

One of the distinguishing features of After the Dance is the intricacy of its character relationships. Rattigan’s
writing provides a nuanced psychological depth, making the characters’ interactions both poignant and
realistic. The interplay between David and Joan, his wife, is particularly significant, as it reveals layers of
resentment, disappointment, and unfulfilled longing. Their relationship serves as a microcosm of the larger
societal malaise, where appearances often mask profound dissatisfaction.

The supporting characters further enrich the narrative, offering contrasting perspectives on the themes of
escapism and self-deception. Through sharp dialogue and subtle subtext, Rattigan exposes the vulnerabilities
and contradictions that define human behavior. This psychological realism is a hallmark of his dramaturgy,
elevating After the Dance beyond mere social critique to a timeless study of human complexity.



Comparative Analysis: After the Dance and Contemporary Plays

When comparing After the Dance with other plays of its era, such as No�l Coward’s Private Lives or Terence
Rattigan’s own The Winslow Boy, distinct differences emerge in tone and thematic focus. While Coward’s
works often lean towards witty repartee and social satire, After the Dance adopts a more somber and
introspective approach. This divergence underscores Rattigan’s unique contribution to British theatre—melding
traditional dramatic structure with modern psychological insight.

Additionally, After the Dance anticipates post-war theatrical movements that emphasize realism and
character-driven narratives. Its influence can be traced in later works by playwrights like Harold Pinter and
John Osborne, who similarly interrogated social conventions and personal alienation. The play’s revival in
recent decades reflects a renewed interest in Rattigan’s ability to articulate the anxieties underlying mid-20th-
century British society.

Production History and Critical Reception

After the Dance experienced a modest reception upon its debut at the Lyric Theatre in London. Critics initially
criticized its bleak outlook and perceived lack of dramatic climax. However, subsequent revivals, particularly
from the late 20th century onwards, have repositioned the play as a critical masterpiece. Modern productions
have highlighted its relevance to contemporary audiences, particularly in their treatment of emotional
repression and societal expectations.

The evolution of critical opinion towards After the Dance illustrates the shifting landscape of theatrical
tastes and cultural values. Scholars increasingly recognize Rattigan’s subtle craftsmanship and the play’s
intricate examination of human frailty. This reassessment has spurred renewed interest in staging the play, with
notable productions in London’s West End and international theatres reaffirming its place in the modern
dramatic repertoire.

Why After the Dance Remains Relevant Today

The enduring appeal of After the Dance lies in its exploration of themes that transcend its historical setting.
Issues such as the reluctance to confront personal truth, the complexities of intimate relationships, and the
social pressures to maintain appearances continue to resonate with contemporary audiences. Moreover, the
play’s portrayal of emotional escapism parallels modern phenomena related to mental health and societal
disconnection.

In an era where discussions about authenticity and vulnerability are increasingly prominent, Rattigan’s nuanced
approach offers valuable perspectives. After the Dance challenges viewers to consider the consequences of
avoiding emotional honesty and the potential for personal growth through confrontation and acceptance.
This relevance ensures the play’s ongoing inclusion in academic curricula and theatrical repertoires worldwide.

Key Features and Strengths of After the Dance Terence Rattigan

Psychological Realism: The play’s characters exhibit complex emotional states, allowing for rich
interpretive possibilities in performance and analysis.

Social Critique: Rattigan incisively critiques the British upper class’s moral ambiguity and superficiality
during a pivotal historical moment.

Timeless Themes: The exploration of escapism, denial, and emotional repression remains relevant across
different cultural contexts.



Rich Dialogue: The script balances wit and poignancy, facilitating deeper audience engagement.

Structural Elegance: The play’s tight narrative arc and carefully constructed scenes showcase
Rattigan’s dramaturgical skill.

While the play's intensity and somber tone may not appeal to those seeking light entertainment, its depth offers
a rewarding experience for viewers and readers interested in psychological and social drama.

After the Dance by Terence Rattigan continues to captivate scholars, theatre practitioners, and audiences
alike, prompting reflection on the human condition and the societal forces that shape behavior. Its rediscovery
and reassessment in recent years affirm the lasting power of Rattigan’s artistry and the play’s significant
place in the evolution of British drama.

After The Dance Terence Rattigan
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  after the dance terence rattigan: After the Dance Terence Rattigan, 1995 First seen in 1939
but then largely ignored until a 1994 BBC production, After the Dance is regarded as one of the
great, lost plays of the 20th century. As interest in Rattigan has revived so too has the play's
reputation and it is now considered by many to be one of the great works of a master dramatist.
  after the dance terence rattigan: The Pocket Guide to Plays & Playwrights Maureen Hughes,
2009-03-19 Everything you need to know about plays and playwrights in one handy guide by leading
expert Maureen Hughes who has had one of her 8 musicals produced in the West End and teaches
musical theater. Covering everything from the top playwrights through the centuries to a
comprehensive A-Z listing of plays from around the world. Accessibility is a key selling point with
factboxes highlighting key or curious facts about the subject.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Benedict Cumberbatch: In Transition Lynnette Porter,
2013-06-03 Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, War Horse, Star Trek: Into Darkness, The Hobbit trilogy,
Twelve Years a Slave, August: Osage County, The Fifth Estate; Hedda Gabler, After the Dance,
Frankenstein; Hawking, To the Ends of the Earth, The Last Enemy, Parade's End, and, of course,
Sherlock. For most actors, these stellar cinematic, theatrical, and television events would be the
highlights of a lifetime's work. On Benedict Cumberbatch's résumé they are only a few of many
entries. Especially since 2010, his performances have garnered a plethora of best actor awards, both
in the theatre (Evening Standard Theatre Award, Critics Circle Theatre Award, and Olivier Award),
by playing the dual roles of Victor Frankenstein and the Creature in the National Theatre's
Frankenstein, and on television (Broadcasting Press Guild Award, Critics Choice Television Award,
Crime Thriller Award, and TV Choice Award), by starring as the titular Holmes in the BBC's
Sherlock. Add these and other recent accolades to nearly a decade's nominations and awards (such
as the Golden Nymph as best actor in Hawking), and it's easy to see why Benedict Cumberbatch is
often hailed as the actor of his generation. Cumberbatch's body of work further includes indie films,
radio plays and series, television documentaries, live dramatic readings, multimedia advertisements,
and even the occasional stint as a fashion model. He often shares an intriguing perspective on his
profession, as evidenced in sometimes controversial interviews. He has become so much in demand
that online box offices crash when tickets for his performances go on sale, and, before a Cheltenham
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Literature Festival Q&A session, fans overwhelmed Twitter when so many responded immediately to
a call for questions. Cumberbatch consistently is a top name on lists ranging from sex appeal to
global influence. In 2012 he beat David Beckham in the former and U.S. President Barack Obama in
the latter. Increasingly, part of Cumberbatch's job involves the role of celebrity. Benedict
Cumberbatch is at a pivotal point in his profession, and his career trajectory especially as
documented in entertainment media permits a closer examination of just what it means to be a
celebrity or star in Britain or the U.S. and how an actor may be perceived very differently in London
or Hollywood. This performance biography is an analysis of a man in transition from working actor
to multimedia star, as well as the balance between actor and celebrity. It looks at what makes this
actor so well suited to play one of popular culture's iconic characters, Sherlock Holmes, and how
Sherlock is so well suited to propel Cumberbatch toward greater global fame.
  after the dance terence rattigan: A Cultural History of Tragedy in the Modern Age Jennifer
Wallace, 2021-05-20 In this book leading scholars come together to provide a comprehensive,
wide-ranging overview of tragedy in theatre and other media from 1920 to the present. The 20th
century is often considered to have witnessed the death of tragedy as a theatrical genre, but it was
marked by many tragic events and historical catastrophes, from two world wars and genocide to the
proliferation of nuclear weapons and the anticipation and onset of climate change. The authors in
this volume wrestle with this paradox and consider the degree to which the definitions, forms and
media of tragedy were transformed in the modern period and how far the tragic tradition-updated in
performance-still spoke to 20th- and 21st-century challenges. While theater remains the primary
focus of investigation in this strikingly illustrated book, the essays also cover tragic
representation-often re-mediated, fragmented and provocatively questioned-in film, art and
installation, photography, fiction and creative non-fiction, documentary reporting, political theory
and activism. Since 24/7 news cycles travel fast and modern crises cross borders and are reported
across the globe more swiftly than in previous centuries, this volume includes intercultural
encounters, various forms of hybridity, and postcolonial tragic representations. Each chapter takes a
different theme as its focus: forms and media; sites of performance and circulation; communities of
production and consumption; philosophy and social theory; religion, ritual and myth; politics of city
and nation; society and family, and gender and sexuality.
  after the dance terence rattigan: British Literature in Transition, 1940-1960: Postwar Gill
Plain, 2019 Examines debates central to postwar British culture, showing the pressures of
reconstruction and the mutual implication of war and peace.
  after the dance terence rattigan: British Playwrights, 1880-1956 William W. Demastes,
Katherine Kelly, 1996-12-09 From 1880 to 1956, when John Osborne transformed the British theater
world with Look Back in Anger, British playwrights made numerous lasting contributions and
provided a foundation for the innovations of dramatists during the latter half of the 20th century.
This reference profiles the life and work of some 40 British playwrights active during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, many of whom are also known for their work as novelists and poets.
Included are figures such as W. H. Auden, Max Beerbohm, Noel Coward, T. S. Eliot, John
Galsworthy, Graham Greene, D. H. Lawrence, W. Somerset Maugham, George Bernard Shaw, and
Oscar Wilde. Each entry provides a biographical overview; a list of major plays and summaries of
their critical reception; a list of minor plays, adaptations, and productions; an assessment of the
playwright's career; and archival and bibliographical information. Included in this reference book
are alphabetically arranged entries for some 40 British playwrights active from 1880 through 1956.
Entries are written by expert contributors, with each entry providing a biographical overview; a list
of major plays, premieres, and significant revivals, along with a summary of the critical reception of
these works; a listing of additional plays, adaptations, and productions; an assessment of the
playwright's career and contributions, with reference to published evaluations in magazines,
journals, dissertations, and books; a listing of locations housing unpublished archival material, if
available; a selected bibliography of the dramatist's published plays and of essays and articles by the
playwright on aspects of the theater; a selected bibliography of secondary sources; and, when



available, a listing of previously published bibliographies on the playwright.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Played in Britain Kate Dorney, Frances Gray, 2013-05-14
Published in collaboration with the Victoria & Albert Musuem, Played in Britain: Modern Theatre in
100 Plays explores the best and most influential plays from 1945 to date. Fully illustrated with
photos from the V&A's collections and featuring a foreword by Richard Griffiths O.B.E., the book
provides a sumptuous treat for theatre-lovers. It was awarded the 2014 David Bradby Award for
research by the Theatre and Performance Research Association. Opening with J. B. Priestley's
classic play from 1946, An Inspector Calls, and ending with Laura Wade's examination of class
privilege and moral turpitude in Posh over sixty years later, Played in Britain offers a visual history
of post-war theatre on the British stage. Arranged chronologically the featured plays illustrate and
respond to a number of themes that animate post-war society: censorship and controversy; race and
immigration; gender and sexuality; money and politics. An essay on each period first sets the context
and explores trends, while the commentary accompanying each play illuminates the plot and themes,
considers its original reception and subsequent afterlife, and finishes by suggesting other plays to
explore. Photographs from the V&A's extensive collection illustrate each play, providing further
insight into stage and costume designs, and include iconic images from the premieres of major plays
such as Waiting for Godot and Look Back in Anger. Illustrated throughout with stage production
photography, Played in Britain: Modern Theatre in 100 Plays presents a unique and visually stunning
panorama of key dramatic works produced in Britain over the past seventy years. From An Inspector
Calls to The Rocky Horror Show, or Abigail's Party to Waiting for Godot, fresh light is thrown on the
impact, aesthetics and essence of these key plays.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Modern British Playwriting: The 1950s David Pattie,
2013-12-02 Essential for students of theatre studies, Methuen Drama's Decades of Modern British
Playwriting series provides a comprehensive survey and study of the theatre produced in each
decade from the 1950s to 2009 in six volumes. Each volume features a critical analysis and
reevaluation of the work of four key playwrights from that decade authored by a team of experts,
together with an extensive commentary on the period . Modern British Playwriting: The 1950s
provides an authoritative and stimulating reassessment of the theatre of the decade together with a
detailed study of the work of T.S Eliot (by Sarah Bay-Cheng) , Terence Rattigan (David Pattie), John
Osborne (Luc Gilleman) and Arnold Wesker (John Bull). The volume sets the context by providing a
chronological survey of the 1950s, a period when Britain was changing rapidly and the very fabric of
an apparently stable society seemed to be under threat. It explores the crisis in the theatrical
climate and activity in the first part of the decade and the shift as the theatre began to document the
unease in society, before documenting the early life of the four principal playwrights studied in the
volume. Four scholars provide detailed examinations of the playwrights' work during the decade,
combining an analysis of their plays with a study of other material such as early play drafts,
interviews and the critical receptions of the time. An Afterword reviews what the writers went on to
do and provides a summary evaluation of their contribution to British theatre from the perspective of
the twenty-first century.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Reading London in Wartime William Cederwell, 2017-11-06
Reading London in Wartime: Blitz, the People and Propaganda in 1940s Literature presents an
expansive variety of writers and genres, including non-fiction and film approaches, to build a
comprehensive social picture of the atmosphere during wartime London. From blitz and austerity to
the nagging insistency of propaganda, this volume examines the representation of London in
wartime and early post-war literature through each writer’s unique perspective on the pressures of
1940s city life. Exploring the use of London imagery, this book considers how literature redirects
attention to individual, subjective experience at a time of enforced co-operation, uniformity and
community. Unlike government information films and news broadcasts, which often used London to
prop up prevailing clichés and stereotypes, and encouraged patriotic support for the war, literature
had the freedom to express more recalcitrant truths. London writing of the 1940s was not a
literature of opposition or dissent, but in offering more nuanced depictions of the period, it was a



counterweight to propaganda and the general war temperament. In writing, the city becomes a more
complex place, no longer the easy symbol of defiance and stoicism, of the shared sacrifice of ration
book and war work.
  after the dance terence rattigan: British Theatre Between the Wars, 1918-1939 Clive Barker,
Maggie B. Gale, 2000 This volume initiates a long-overdue reassessment of mid-twentieth-century
British theatre cultures.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Solar Dance Modris Eksteins, 2012-01-31 In Solar Dance,
acclaimed writer and scholar Modris Eksteins uses Vincent van Gogh as his lens for this brilliant
survey of Western culture and politics in the last century. The long-awaited follow-up to Modris
Eksteins' internationally acclaimed Rites of Spring and Walking Since Daybreak. Now he has
produced another thrilling, iconoclastic work of cultural history that is a trailblazing biography of an
era--from the eve of the First World War and the rise of Hitler to the fall of the Berlin Wall--that
illuminates our current world, with its cults of celebrity and the crisis of the authentic. Solar Dance
is a penetrating examination of legitimacy and truth, fakery and pretence--highly relevant to all of us
today.
  after the dance terence rattigan: The London Stage 1930-1939 J. P. Wearing, 2014-05-15
Theatre in London has celebrated a rich and influential history, and in 1976 the first volume of J. P.
Wearing’s reference series provided researchers with an indispensable resource of these
productions. In the decades since the original calendars were produced, several research aids have
become available, notably various reference works and the digitization of important newspapers and
relevant periodicals. The second edition of The London Stage 1930–1939: A Calendar of Productions,
Performers, and Personnel provides a chronological calendar of London shows from January 1930
through December 1939. The volume chronicles more than 4,250 productions at 61 major central
London theatres during this period. For each production the following information is provided: Title
AuthorTheatrePerformersPersonnelOpening and Closing Dates Number of Performances Other
details include genre of the production, number of acts, and a list of reviews. A comment section
includes other interesting information, such as plot description, first-night reception by the
audience, noteworthy performances, staging elements, and details of performances in New York
either prior to or after the London production. Among the plays staged in London during this decade
were The Barretts of Wimpole Street, French without Tears, George and Margaret, The Greeks Had
a Word for It, Laburnum Grove, Lady Precious Stream, The Late Christopher Bean, Love on the Dole,
Me and My Girl, Private Lives, and 1066 and All That, as well as numerous musical comedies (British
and American), foreign works, operas, ballets, and revivals of English classics. A definitive resource,
this edition revises, corrects, and expands the original calendar. In addition, approximately 20
percent of the material—in particular, information of adaptations and translations, plot sources, and
comment information—is new. Arranged chronologically, the shows are fully indexed by title, genre,
and theatre. A general index includes numerous subject entries on such topics as acting, audiences,
censorship, costumes, managers, performers, prompters, staging, and ticket prices. The London
Stage 1930-1939 will be of value to scholars, theatrical personnel, librarians, writers, journalists,
and historians.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Londra , 2012
  after the dance terence rattigan: Harold Hobson: The Complete Catalogue Dominic Shellard,
2019-08-07 A book on Harold Hobson's theatre criticism
  after the dance terence rattigan: The Rise and Fall of the Well-Made Play (Routledge
Revivals) John Russell Taylor, 2013-12-19 First published in 1967, this title considers the idea of the
‘well-made play’ in the context of how and why it has been devalued and how far, in allowing it to be
devalued, we have lost sight of certain important elements of the theatre. The focus of the book is
largely on the development of British theatre and those who have been instrumental to it. This is an
indispensable introduction for any student with an interest in the history and development of the
British theatre.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Ottemiller's Index to Plays in Collections Denise L.



Montgomery, 2011-08-11 The standard location tool for full-length plays published in collections and
anthologies in England and the United States since the beginning of the 20th century, Ottemiller's
Index to Plays in Collections has undergone seven previous editions, the latest in 1988, covering
1900 through 1985. In this new edition, Denise Montgomery has expanded the volume to include
collections published in the entire English-speaking world through 2000 and beyond. This new
volume lists more than 3,500 new plays and 2,000 new authors, as well as birth and/or death
information for hundreds of authors. Representing the largest expansion between editions, this
updated volume is a valuable resource for libraries worldwide.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Continuum Companion to Twentieth Century Theatre
Colin Chambers, 2006-05-14 International in scope, this book is designed to be the pre-eminent
reference work on the English-speaking theatre in the twentieth century. Arranged alphabetically, it
consists of some 2500 entries written by 280 contributors from 20 countries which include not only
top-level experts, but, uniquely, leading professionals from the world of theatre. A fascinating
resource for anyone interested in theatre, it includes: - Overviews of major concepts, topics and
issues; - Surveys of theatre institutions, countries, and genres; - Biographical entries on key
performers, playwrights, directors, designers, choreographers and composers; - Articles by leading
professionals on crafts, skills and disciplines including acting, design, directing, lighting, sound and
voice.
  after the dance terence rattigan: They Died on My Watch Noel Bailey, 2024-04-26 Who was
the actress who died just before Christmas? She was the voice of …..... in …...... Did Hitler commit
suicide, or was he shot by Russian troops? Do you remember what year Princess Diana died in that
car crash in Paris? How many husbands did Elizabeth Taylor divorce in her lifetime? What was that
well known British actor who passed away right after David Bowie died? Questions you might hear
at the next table of your favourite eatery. Questions you may or may not know the answer to. They
Died on My Watch can answer these and many more. It is a comprehensive reference work that
should prove itself indispensable to any household. Most certainly a book to sustain interest when
cruising at 35,000 feet between London and New York. It might be seen as the ultimate ‘umpire’ to
settle any argument that may arise within a discussion involving a deceased celebrity, recent or not.
  after the dance terence rattigan: Rosamond Lehmann Judy Simons, 2011 This book locates
Lehmann's fictional achievement in the context of her times and in particular describes its
positioning within the turbulent period between two world wars and the changing aesthetic of
modernity.
  after the dance terence rattigan: The Drama of Marriage J. Clum, 2012-01-02 In studying
performances of marriage in modern and contemporary British and American drama, Clum
highlights the fact that - paradoxically - at a time when theatre was both popular entertainment and
high culture, many of the most commercially and artistically successful plays about marriage were
written by homosexual men. Beginning with Oscar Wilde and focusing on some of the most
successful British and American playwrights of the past century, including Somerset Maugham, Noël
Coward, Terence Rattigan, and Emlyn Williams in England and Clyde Fitch, George Kelly, Tennessee
Williams, William Inge, and Edward Albee in the US, The Drama of Marriagelooks at how the plays
they wrote about heterosexual marriage continue to impact contemporary gay playwrights and the
depiction of marriage today.
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