karl marx philosophy of history

Karl Marx Philosophy of History: Understanding the Dialectic of Social Change

karl marx philosophy of history offers a profound lens through which to view the development of
human societies. Unlike traditional historical narratives that focus on kings, wars, or dates, Marx’s
approach centers on the underlying economic and social forces that shape historical events. His
philosophy of history is not just about recounting what happened but about uncovering why societies
evolve the way they do, driven by material conditions and class struggles. This perspective has
influenced countless fields, from sociology and political science to economics and cultural studies,
making it essential to grasp the core ideas behind Marx’s historical theory.

Foundations of Karl Marx Philosophy of History

At the heart of Marx’s philosophy of history is the concept of historical materialism. This theory
posits that the material conditions of a society’s mode of production—how people produce and
exchange goods—determine its social structures, political institutions, and cultural ideas. Marx
argued that history is fundamentally a record of the conflicts between different social classes that
arise from the economic base.

Historical Materialism Explained

Historical materialism suggests that history progresses through stages defined by specific economic
systems, such as feudalism, capitalism, and eventually socialism. Each stage is characterized by a
dominant mode of production and a corresponding set of social relations. For instance, under
capitalism, the bourgeoisie (owners of the means of production) dominate the proletariat (working
class), leading to inherent tensions and conflicts.

Marx’s philosophy asserts that these conflicts are not random but rather the engine of historical
change. When the productive forces of a society (tools, technology, labor) come into contradiction
with existing social relations, revolutionary transformations occur. This dialectical process drives
society forward.

The Role of Class Struggle in Marx’s Historical
Framework

One of the most influential aspects of the karl marx philosophy of history is the emphasis on class
struggle. Marx believed that the history of all hitherto existing societies is the history of class
struggles. This idea highlights that social change arises primarily from conflicts between classes
with opposing interests.



Class Conflict as a Catalyst for Change

In any given society, different classes have different roles and stakes in the economic system. These
conflicting interests inevitably cause tension. For example, in capitalist societies, the proletariat
seeks better wages and working conditions, while the bourgeoisie aims to maximize profits often at
the expense of workers.

Marx saw these conflicts as the driving force behind societal transformations. When exploited
classes become conscious of their oppression and unite, they can challenge the ruling class,
potentially leading to revolutionary upheaval. This process is not just political but deeply rooted in
economic relations.

From Feudalism to Capitalism and Beyond

Marx’s philosophy of history outlines a clear progression of historical epochs, each shaped by class
relations:

- *Feudalism:** Characterized by the relationship between lords and serfs, where land ownership
and agricultural production dominate.

- ¥**Capitalism:** Marked by industrial production, wage labor, and the bourgeoisie-proletariat
conflict.

- ¥*Socialism/Communism:** Envisioned as a future stage where class distinctions dissolve, and the
means of production are collectively owned.

This sequence reflects Marx’s belief that history moves dialectically—thesis, antithesis, and
synthesis—where contradictions within one system lead to the development of a new one.

Dialectical Materialism: The Philosophical Backbone

To fully understand karl marx philosophy of history, it’s crucial to recognize the role of dialectical
materialism. This concept merges the dialectic method, inherited from Hegel, with a materialist view
of reality.

Dialectics and Historical Change

Dialectics is a method of understanding change as the result of contradictions within things. For
Marx, these contradictions are material—in the economic base and social relations—not merely
abstract ideas. Dialectical materialism views history as dynamic and constantly evolving, driven by
the tension between opposing forces.

This approach contrasts with idealist philosophies that attribute change to ideas or divine
intervention. Marx insisted that material conditions shape ideas, not the other way around. Thus,
social consciousness emerges from—and reflects—the economic realities of a given era.



Implications for Historical Interpretation

By applying dialectical materialism, historians and theorists can analyze historical events not as
isolated incidents but as outcomes of deeper structural conflicts. This view encourages looking
beyond surface narratives to uncover the economic interests and class dynamics at play.

Impact and Relevance of Marx’s Philosophy of History
Today

Even more than a century after Marx’s death, his philosophy of history remains a powerful tool for
analyzing contemporary social dynamics. Understanding Marx’s framework helps make sense of
ongoing economic inequalities, labor struggles, and political upheavals around the world.

Analyzing Modern Capitalism Through a Marxist Lens

Modern societies still exhibit many of the contradictions Marx described. The growing gap between
the wealthy elite and the working majority, debates about globalization, automation, and labor rights
all resonate with Marx’s insights into class conflict and exploitation.

Applying Marx’s philosophy encourages critical thinking about who controls economic resources and
how this control shapes political power and social relations. This perspective can illuminate why
certain policies favor elites or why social movements emerge demanding change.

Marx’s Influence on Sociopolitical Movements

Numerous social and political movements have drawn inspiration from Marx’s philosophy of history.
From labor unions to socialist parties, understanding class struggle and economic exploitation has
been central to their goals.

Additionally, academic disciplines like critical theory, cultural studies, and political economy
continue to utilize Marxist concepts to critique capitalism and envision alternatives.

Challenges and Criticisms of the Marxist Historical
Model

While karl marx philosophy of history offers valuable insights, it has also faced criticism and debate.
Some argue that Marx’s deterministic view overemphasizes economic factors at the expense of
culture, ideology, and individual agency.

Others point out that historical predictions based on Marx’s model, such as the inevitable collapse of
capitalism, have not unfolded as expected. Furthermore, the diversity of human experiences and



historical contexts sometimes complicate the application of a universal theory.

Despite these critiques, the core idea that economic structures and class relations influence history
remains influential and continues to inspire scholarly discussion.

Balancing Economic and Cultural Factors

Modern interpretations often seek to integrate Marx’s economic focus with a greater appreciation
for cultural and ideological factors. This more nuanced approach recognizes that ideas and
institutions can also shape social change, even as they reflect material conditions.

Adapting Marx’s Theory for Contemporary Analysis

Today, scholars and activists adapt Marx’s philosophy of history to address new realities like digital
economies, environmental crises, and global capitalism. This ongoing evolution demonstrates the
lasting vitality of Marx’s framework and its capacity to offer fresh insights into the complexities of
history.

Exploring Karl Marx’s philosophy of history opens up a rich dialogue about how societies transform
and what drives those changes. It encourages us to look deeper at the roots of power, conflict, and
progress, reminding us that history is not just a series of events but a dynamic story shaped by
human labor, struggle, and aspiration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Karl Marx's philosophy of history?

Karl Marx's philosophy of history, also known as historical materialism, asserts that the development
of human society is primarily determined by material conditions and economic factors rather than
ideas or ideals.

How does historical materialism explain societal change
according to Marx?

Historical materialism explains societal change as a result of conflicts between different social
classes over control of the means of production, leading to transformations in economic structures
and ultimately social and political institutions.

What role do class struggles play in Marx's philosophy of
history?

Class struggles are central to Marx's philosophy of history; he believed that history is a series of
conflicts between opposing classes, such as the bourgeoisie and proletariat, which drive social and



economic change.

How does Marx's view of history differ from idealist
philosophies?

Unlike idealist philosophies that emphasize ideas or consciousness as the primary drivers of history,
Marx emphasized material and economic conditions as the foundation upon which ideas and social
institutions are built.

What are the main stages of historical development in Marx's
theory?

Marx identified several stages of historical development including primitive communism, slavery,
feudalism, capitalism, socialism, and eventually communism, each characterized by distinct modes of
production and class relations.

How does Marx's philosophy of history relate to capitalism?

Marx viewed capitalism as a historically specific mode of production characterized by private
ownership of the means of production and exploitation of the working class, which would eventually
be overthrown through class struggle.

What is the significance of the 'base and superstructure’
model in Marx's philosophy of history?

In Marx's model, the economic 'base' (means and relations of production) shapes the
'superstructure' (politics, culture, ideology), indicating that material conditions determine social
institutions and ideas.

How does Marx predict the future development of society
according to his philosophy of history?

Marx predicted that the contradictions within capitalism would lead to its collapse and the rise of
socialism, ultimately culminating in a classless, communist society where the means of production
are communally owned.

Why is Karl Marx's philosophy of history still relevant today?

Marx's philosophy of history remains relevant as it provides a framework to analyze social and
economic inequalities, class dynamics, and the impact of capitalism on society, influencing
contemporary political theory and social movements.

Additional Resources
Karl Marx Philosophy of History: An In-Depth Exploration



karl marx philosophy of history represents a pivotal framework within the realm of social theory,
profoundly influencing how historians, sociologists, and political theorists interpret the unfolding of
human events. Rooted in a materialist conception of history, Marx’'s approach redefines historical
progress not as a series of isolated occurrences or purely ideological shifts but as the dynamic
outcome of economic forces and class struggle. This analytical perspective remains crucial for
understanding the development of societies and continues to inform contemporary debates
surrounding capitalism, socialism, and historical change.

The Foundations of Karl Marx Philosophy of History

At its core, Karl Marx philosophy of history is anchored in the principle known as historical
materialism. This theory posits that the material conditions of a society’s mode of production
fundamentally shape its social structures, political institutions, and cultural expressions. Marx
argued that it is the economic base—the means and relations of production—that underpins the
superstructure, which includes laws, politics, religion, and ideology.

Unlike idealist philosophies of history that emphasize ideas, consciousness, or divine providence as
primary drivers, Marx’s materialist approach insists that economic realities drive historical
development. This shift in perspective challenges traditional historiography by focusing on the
concrete realities of labor, class relations, and economic exploitation.

Historical Materialism Explained

Historical materialism can be understood as a methodological tool for interpreting history through
the lens of material conditions. According to Marx, each historical epoch is characterized by a
dominant mode of production—for instance, feudalism or capitalism—that structures society’s class
relations.

Key features of historical materialism include:
¢ Mode of Production: The combination of productive forces (labor, technology, raw materials)
and relations of production (social relationships that regulate production).

¢ Class Struggle: The conflict between different social classes, primarily between those who
own the means of production and those who sell their labor.

e Dialectical Change: History progresses through contradictions and conflicts, leading to
revolutionary transformations and new modes of production.

Marx viewed these elements as interdependent, with changes in productive forces eventually
creating tensions within existing relations of production, thus precipitating social revolutions and
historical progression.



Class Struggle as the Engine of Historical Change

A cornerstone of Karl Marx philosophy of history is the assertion that class struggle is the primary
motor of societal transformation. Marx argued that throughout history, human societies have been
divided into antagonistic classes whose conflicting interests drive political, economic, and social
upheavals.

For example, in feudal societies, the struggle existed between the nobility and the peasantry; in
capitalist societies, Marx identified the bourgeoisie (owners of capital) and the proletariat (working

class) as the fundamental opposing classes. This conflict, Marx contended, would inevitably lead to
the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a classless, communist society.

Stages of Historical Development

Marx’s philosophy of history outlines a sequence of historical stages characterized by specific modes
of production and class relations:

1. Primitive Communism: Early human societies with communal ownership and no class
divisions.

2. Slave Society: Societies structured around slavery as the dominant form of labor exploitation.

3. Feudalism: Characterized by land-based aristocracy and serfdom.

4. Capitalism: Marked by industrial production, wage labor, and private property.

5. Socialism/Communism: The envisioned future stage where class antagonisms dissolve, and
communal ownership prevails.

This progression reflects Marx’s belief in the inevitability of historical development driven by
economic contradictions within each mode of production.

Comparative Perspectives: Marx vs. Other
Historiographical Approaches

Karl Marx philosophy of history distinguishes itself from other historical theories by its economic
determinism and focus on class dynamics. Unlike the idealist tradition, which might emphasize
cultural or intellectual history, Marx’s approach centers on the material conditions shaping human
societies.

For instance, Hegelian idealism interprets history as the unfolding of the World Spirit or
consciousness, emphasizing ideas and their dialectical development. In contrast, Marx inverted this



process, arguing that material realities shape ideas rather than the reverse.
Moreover, liberal historiography often highlights individual agency, political institutions, and legal
developments, sometimes neglecting the structural economic forces that Marx deemed foundational.

Marx’s philosophy provides a framework to analyze not only political events but also the socio-
economic undercurrents that influence them.

Pros and Cons of Marx’s Historical Framework

¢ Pros:

o Offers a systematic method for analyzing the relationship between economics and social
change.

o Highlights the role of social classes and conflicts often overlooked in traditional
histories.

o Provides a critical lens to examine capitalist societies and their inherent contradictions.

e Cons:

o Sometimes criticized for economic determinism, potentially underestimating the role of
culture, politics, and individual agency.

o Predictions about the collapse of capitalism and the rise of communism have not
universally materialized as Marx envisioned.

o Can be challenged for its teleological implications, suggesting an inevitable historical
progression that may oversimplify complex social phenomena.

The Relevance of Karl Marx Philosophy of History
Today

Despite being formulated in the 19th century, Karl Marx philosophy of history continues to resonate
in contemporary academic and political discourse. The analysis of global capitalism’s structural
inequalities, labor exploitation, and economic crises draws heavily from Marxian concepts.

In fields such as critical theory, political economy, and sociology, Marx’s framework provides tools to
critique neoliberal globalization, widening income disparities, and persistent class stratifications.
Additionally, movements advocating for social justice and economic reform often invoke Marxist



principles to articulate demands for systemic change.
However, modern scholars increasingly integrate Marx’s insights with complementary approaches,

acknowledging the complex interplay of culture, identity, and globalization in shaping historical
processes beyond purely economic factors.

Marxism and Contemporary Historical Analysis

Contemporary historians employing a Marxist lens often investigate topics such as:

e Economic imperialism and colonial legacies in shaping modern nations.
e The impact of technological advancements on labor relations and class structures.
e Environmental degradation linked to capitalist modes of production.

e The persistence of social inequalities despite economic growth.

These analyses demonstrate the enduring applicability of Karl Marx philosophy of history in
addressing pressing global challenges.

The comprehensive scope of Marx’s historical philosophy invites ongoing reflection on how societies
evolve, the role of economic forces in shaping human destiny, and the possibilities for transformative
social change. By situating history within the context of material realities and class relations, Marx
offers a powerful interpretive framework that continues to provoke debate and inspire critical

inquiry.
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karl marx philosophy of history: Karl Marx's Theory of History Gerald A. Cohen, 2020-05-05
First published in 1978, this book rapidly established itself as a classic of modern Marxism. Cohen's
masterful application of advanced philosophical techniques in an uncompromising defense of
historical materialism commanded widespread admiration. In the ensuing twenty years, the book has
served as a flagship of a powerful intellectual movement--analytical Marxism. In this expanded
edition, Cohen offers his own account of the history, and the further promise, of analytical Marxism.
He also expresses reservations about traditional historical materialism, in the light of which he
reconstructs the theory, and he studies the implications for historical materialism of the demise of
the Soviet Union.

karl marx philosophy of history: Marx's Interpretation of History Melvin Miller Rader, 1979
Attempts to find an underlying consistency in Marx's complex vision of history without glossing over
apparent contradiciton in the writings of Marx and in those of his interpreters.

karl marx philosophy of history: Karl Marx, Historian of Social Times and Spaces George
Garcia-Quesada, 2021-10-25 Through a discussion with current perspectives in philosophy of history
- especially with a critical approach to Paul Ricoeur’s work - and a rigorous reading of Karl Marx’s
oeuvre, Karl Marx, Historian of Social Times and Spaces proposes an interpretation of Marx's
concept and method of historical knowledge. In this sense the examination of Marx's concepts of
social space and social time serve to highlight the possibilities of his work in terms of the
explanation of the dynamics of complex multilinear development of human societies and of
capitalism in particular.

karl marx philosophy of history: Karl Marx's philosophy of history Daniel Ross Gandy,
1969

karl marx philosophy of history: The Misery of Philosophy Karl Marx, 2024-05-09
Published in Paris in 1847 under the title Misere de la philosophie. Réponse a la philosophie de la
misére de M. Proudhon, Marx's The Misery of Philosophy was written in direct response to
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon's Philosophie de la misere (The Philosophy of Poverty), a text that Marx saw
as a confused and contradictory attempt to apply dialectics to political economy. Composed in
French to reach the broader European radical audience, the book is Marx’s first mature economic
polemic, combining rigorous critique with biting irony. Here he accuses Proudhon of
misunderstanding both Hegelian dialectics and the structure of capitalist production, claiming that
Proudhon had turned contradictions into metaphysical categories rather than locating them within
the real, historical antagonisms of class society. Rather than addressing philosophical errors alone,
Marx focuses on the economic categories themselves—value, exchange, division of labor—arguing
that Proudhon abstracts them from their historical development and disguises the relations of
exploitation at their core. The text elaborates Marx’s emerging labor theory of value, defends the
necessity of revolutionary upheaval over reformist utopianism, and begins to frame class struggle as
the motor of history. Though the German translation was not published until 1884 in Stuttgart, the
original version marks a turning point where Marx establishes a clear theoretical distance from
earlier socialist thinkers, refusing moral appeals or idealist schemas in favor of a method grounded
in material relations and political confrontation. This modern Critical Reader’s Edition includes an
illuminating afterword tracing Marx’s intellectual relationships with revolutionary thinkers and
philosophers (including Hegel, Feuerbach, Engels, and Ricardo), containing unique research into his
ideological development and economic-metaphysical theories, a comprehensive timeline of his life
and works, a glossary of Marxist terminology, and a detailed index of all of Marx’s writings. This
professional translation renders Marx’s dense, dialectical prose into modern language to preserve
the original force and precision of the text. Combined with the scholarly amplifying material, this
edition is an indispensable exploration of Marx'’s classic works and his enduring Hegelian-Protestant
influence in the political, religious, economic, and philosophical spheres.

karl marx philosophy of history: A Critical Analysis of Karl Marx's Philosophy of History David
A. Whalen, 1966



karl marx philosophy of history: Marxism and History Stephen Henry Rigby, 1987 Marx's
theory of history is often regarded as the most enduring and fruitful aspect of his intellectual legacy.
His historical materialism has been the inspiration for some of the best historical writing in the
works of scholars such as Eric Hobsbawm, E.P.Thompson, Rodney Hilton and Robert Brenner. S.H.
Rigby establishes Marx's claims about social structure and historical change, discusses their use in
his own and his followers' writings, and assesses the validity of his theories. He argues that Marx's
social theories were profoundly contradictory and that Marxism has proved most useful when it is
seen as a source of questions, concepts and hypotheses rather than as a philosophy of historical
development.

karl marx philosophy of history: Reflections on the Marxist theory of history Paul
Blackledge, 2013-07-19 A decade after Francis Fukuyama announced the ‘End of History’,
anti-capitalist demonstrators at Seattle and elsewhere have helped reinvigorate the Left with the
reply ‘another world is possible’. More than anyone else it was Marx who showed that slogans such
as this were no utopian fantasies, and that capitalism was just as much a historical mode of
production, no more natural and certainly no less contradictory, than were the feudal and slave
modes which proceeded it. Paul Blackledge opens this study with a defence of the Marxist approach
to the study of history against what he argues as being the naive empiricism of traditional historians
and the relativism of the postmodernists. He moves on to outline Marx and Engels analyses of
concrete historical processes and their critiques of the alternative historiographic methodologies of
their contemporaries. He then discusses neglected historical works produced by Marxists in the
half-century or so after Marx and Engels’ deaths. Two central chapters survey recent Marxist
debates on, first, the nature of modes of productions, including slave, feudal and tributary systems,
and the revolutionary transitions between them; and, second, the methodological debate over the
issue of structure and agency in the movement of history. Finally, he shows the political relevance of
these debates through a concluding survey of competing Marxist attempts to periodise the present,
postmodern, conjuncture. This book should be read by historians, students of cultural, social and
political theory and anti-capitalist activists.

karl marx philosophy of history: Notes on Marxism S. M. Ehrenhalt, 1949*

karl marx philosophy of history: Marxism and History S. H. Rigby, 2024-06-04 This critically
aclaimed book, now in its second edition is firmly established as an essential guide to this recent
historiographical debate. Adopted as a set book by the Open University. An indispensable guide to
Marxist historiography for undergradu. . . .

karl marx philosophy of history: Marx, Justice and History Marshall Cohen, 2014-07-14
The political and ideological turmoil of the late 1960's stimulated among Anglo-American
philosophers a new interest in applying moral philosophy to the problems of contemporary society,
and a search for critical perspectives on Marx and Marxist thought. These essays, originally
published in Philosophy & Public Affairs, contribute to both these areas in the form of new Marxist
scholarship and in illuminating the way in which Marxist criticism and social theory bear on
contemporary analytic moral philosophy and current moral problems. Originally published in 1980.
The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.

karl marx philosophy of history: Lectures on the History of Moral and Political
Philosophy Jonathan Wolff, Gerald A. Cohen, 2013-10-27 Previously unpublished writings from one
of the most important political philosophers of recent times G. A. Cohen was one of the leading
political philosophers of recent times. He first came to wide attention in 1978 with the prize-winning
book Karl Marx's Theory of History: A Defence. In subsequent decades his published writings largely
turned away from the history of philosophy, focusing instead on equality, freedom, and justice.



However, throughout his career he regularly lectured on a wide range of moral and political
philosophers of the past. This volume collects these previously unpublished lectures. Starting with a
chapter centered on Plato, but also discussing the pre-Socratics as well as Aristotle, the book moves
to social contract theory as discussed by Hobbes, Locke, and Hume, and then continues with
chapters on Kant, Hegel, and Nietzsche. The book also contains some previously published but
uncollected papers on Marx, Hobbes, and Kant, among other figures. The collection concludes with a
memoir of Cohen written by the volume editor, Jonathan Wolff, who was a student of Cohen's. A
hallmark of the lectures is Cohen's engagement with the thinkers he discusses. Rather than simply
trying to render their thought accessible to the modern reader, he tests whether their arguments
and positions are clear, sound, and free from contradiction. Throughout, he homes in on central
issues and provides fresh approaches to the philosophers he examines. Ultimately, these lectures
teach us not only about some of the great thinkers in the history of moral and political philosophy,
but also about one of the great thinkers of our time: Cohen himself.

karl marx philosophy of history: Dialectical Materialism and Historical Dialectics of
Karl Marx Mbogo Wa Wambui, 2020-06-17 Research Paper (undergraduate) from the year 2011 in
the subject Philosophy - Philosophy of the 19th Century, grade: A, University of Nairobi, language:
English, abstract: This paper seeks to explain Karl Marx’s dialectical materialism and historical
dialectics. The stimulus of the work of Marx was the hope of a social revolution in his lifetime or in
the future. Unlike British classical economics who aimed at the welfare of the capitalists, Marx
worked to represent the interest of the wage earner. This is best represented in the Communist
Manifesto of 1848. Marx called himself a materialist, though under Hegelian influence. In 1843, he
went to France to study socialism. There, he met Engels, the manager of a factory in Manchester.
From him, he came to know of English labour conditions and English economics. After taking part in
the French and German revolutions of 1848, he sought refuge in England in 1849 from where he
wrote and amassed knowledge.

karl marx philosophy of history: Marx's Philosophy of History and Hegel's Logic Gyorgy
Andréssy, 1983

karl marx philosophy of history: Historical Materialism and the Economics of Karl Marx
Benedetto Croce, C. M. Meredith, A. D. Lindsay, 2014-03-22 CONTENTS INTRODUCTION
CHAPTER I- CONCERNING THE SCIENTIFIC FORM OF HISTORICAL MATERIALISM 1. Labriola
implies that historical materialism is not a philosophy of history: Materialistic theory of History as
stated by Labriola not an attempt to establish a law of history: This contrasted with theories of
monists, and teleologists: Engels' statement that it is a new method erroneous 2. Historical
materialism a mass of new data of which historian becomes conscious 3. Questions as to relations
between historical materialism and socialism; Absolute morality a necessary postulate of socialism
CHAPTER II CONCERNING HISTORICAL MATERIALISM VIEWED AS A SCIENCE OF SOCIAL
ECONOMICS 1. Relation between Professor Stammler's book on historical materialism and
Marxism: Distinction between pure economics and general historical economics: CHAPTER II1
CONCERNING THE INTERPRETATION AND CRITICISM OF SOME CONCEPTS OF MARXISM 1. OF
THE SCIENTIFIC PROBLEM IN MARX'S 'DAS KAPITAL' Das Kapital an abstract investigation: His
society is not this or that society: Treats only of capitalist society: Assumption of equivalence
between value and labour: Is not a moral ideal: Marx's deductions from it II. MARX'S PROBLEM
AND PURE ECONOMICS (GENERAL ECONOMIC SCIENCE) Marxian economics not general
economic science and labour-value not a general concept of value: Engels' rejection of general
economic law: relation of economic psychology to pure economics: pure economics does not destroy
history or progress III. CONCERNING THE LIMITATION OF THE MATERIALISTIC THEORY OF
HISTORY Historical materialism a canon of historical interpretation: Question as to how Marx and
Engels understood it: Their metaphysical tendency IV. OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE IN FACE OF
SOCIAL PROBLEMS Socialism and free trade not scientific deductions: Obsolete metaphysics of old
theory of free trade: The desirable is not science nor the practicable: Scientific law only applicable
under certain conditions: Element of daring in all action V. OF ETHICAL JUDGMENT IN FACE OF



SOCIAL PROBLEMS Meaning of Marx's phrase the 'impotence of morality' and his remark that
morality condemns what has been condemned by history: Profundity of Marx's philosophy
immaterial: Kant's position not surpassed VI. CONCLUSION Recapitulation: 1. Justification of
Marxian economics as comparative sociological economics: 2. Historical materialism simply a canon
of historical interpretation: 3. Marxian social programme not a pure science: 4. Marxism neither
intrinsically moral nor anti-moral CHAPTER IV RECENT INTERPRETATIONS OF THE MARXIAN
THEORY OF VALUE AND CONTROVERSIES CONCERNING THEM I Labriola's criticism of method
and conclusions of preceeding essays answered II Meaning of phrase crisis in Marxianism: Sorel's
view of equivalence of value and labour mostly in agreement with view put forward above: Surplus
product same as surplus value CHAPTER V A CRITICISM OF THE MARXIAN LAW OF THE FALL IN
THE RATE OF PROFITS Interpretation here given assumes acceptance of Marx's main principles:
Necessary decline in rate of profit on hypothesis of technical improvement: Marx assumes that
would be an increase of capital: Would be same capital and increase in rate of profits CHAPTER VI
ON THE ECONOMIC PRINCIPLE TWO LETTERS TO PROFESSOR V. PARETO I Reasons why the
mechanical conception erroneous, economic fact capable of appraisement: Economic datum a fact of
human activity: Distinction and connection between pleasure and choice: Economic datum a fact of
will: Knowledge a necessary presupposition of will II Disagreement (1) about method (2) postulates:
(1) Nothing arbitrary in economic method, analogy of classificatory sciences erroneous: (2)
Metaphysical postulate that facts of human activity same as physical facts erroneous: Definition of
practical activity in so far as admits of definition: Moral and economic activity and approval:
Economic and moral remorse: Economic scale of values INDEX OF NAMES

karl marx philosophy of history: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Political Philosophy
George Klosko, 2011-05-26 The Oxford Handbook of the History of Political Philosophy presents fifty
original essays, each specially written by a leading figure in the field, covering the entire subject of
the history of political philosophy. They provide not only surveys of the state of research but
substantial pieces that engage with, and move forward, current debates. Part I addresses questions
of method. Contributors discuss the contextual method, classically articulated by Quentin Skinner,
along with important alternative methods associated with Leo Strauss and his followers, and
contemporary post-modernism. This section also examines the value of the history of political
philosophy and the history of the discipline itself. Part II, Chronological Periods, works through the
entire history of Western political philosophy. While most contributions address recognizable
chronological periods, others are devoted to more specialized topics, including the influence of
Roman Law, medieval Arabic political philosophy, Socialism, and Marxism. Aspects of the history of
political philosophy that transcend specific periods are the subject of Part III. Essays on topics such
as democracy, the state, and imperialism trace theoretical developments over time. The histories of
major non-Western traditions-Muslim, Confucian, and Hindu-are discussed in the final Part, with
special reference to their relationships to Western political thought.

karl marx philosophy of history: A Companion to Nineteenth-Century Philosophy John
Shand, 2019-04-10 Investigate the challenging and nuanced philosophy of the long nineteenth
century from Kant to Bergson Philosophy in the nineteenth century was characterized by new ways
of thinking, a desperate searching for new truths. As science, art, and religion were transformed by
social pressures and changing worldviews, old certainties fell away, leaving many with a terrifying
sense of loss and a realization that our view of things needed to be profoundly rethought. The
Blackwell Companion to Nineteenth-Century Philosophy covers the developments, setbacks, upsets,
and evolutions in the varied philosophy of the nineteenth century, beginning with an examination of
Kant’s Transcendental Idealism, instrumental in the fundamental philosophical shifts that marked
the beginning of this new and radical age in the history of philosophy. Guiding readers
chronologically and thematically through the progression of nineteenth-century thinking, this guide
emphasizes clear explanation and analysis of the core ideas of nineteenth-century philosophy in an
historically transitional period. It covers the most important philosophers of the era, including
Hegel, Fichte, Schopenhauer, Mill, Kierkegaard, Marx, Nietzsche, Bradley, and philosophers whose



work manifests the transition from the nineteenth century into the modern era, such as Sidgwick,
Peirce, Husserl, Frege and Bergson. The study of nineteenth-century philosophy offers us insight
into the origin and creation of the modern era. In this volume, readers will have access to a thorough
and clear understanding of philosophy that shaped our world.

karl marx philosophy of history: A History of Marxian Economics, Volume II Michael
Charles Howard, John Edward King, 2014-07-14 This second volume completes a critical history of
the social, political, and theoretical forces behind Marxian economics--the only work in English to
offer such comprehensive treatment. Beginning with Marxian analyses of the Great Depression and
Stalinism, it explores the theories developed to explain the long boom in Western capitalism after
the Second World War. Later chapters deal with post-Leninist theories of imperialism and continuing
controversies in value theory and the theory of exploitation. After outlining recent work on the
second slump, the integration of rational-choice theory into Marxism, and the political economy of
socialism, the book concludes with a review and evaluation of Marxian theory over the whole period
since Marx's death. Praise for the first volume: Howard and King have done an excellent job... One
comes away with the impression of Marxian economics being a vibrant subject, relevant to the
problems of these times and useful in practical matters.--Meghnad Desai, The Times Higher
Education Supplement Originally published in 1992. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

karl marx philosophy of history: Historical Materialism and the Economics of Karl Marx
Benedetto Croce, The articles comprising this book stem from Croce's reflections on an essay on the
materialist conception of history sent to him in 1895 by his former teacher, Antonio Labriola, whose
lectures on moral philosophy Croce had attended at the University of Rome in 1885, and who can
claim credit for having converted Trotsky to Marxism. The essay stimulated Croce to write a number
of articles on socialist literature and economics that were gathered together and published as
Materialismo Storico ed Economia Marxistica in 1899.
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biofuels facility at the Shell Energy and Chemicals Park in
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