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The Prime of Life Simone de Beauvoir: Exploring Existentialism, Feminism, and
Age

the prime of life simone de beauvoir is a phrase that invites reflection on
one of the most influential thinkers of the 20th century and her profound
insights on aging, identity, and the human experience. Simone de Beauvoir, a
French existentialist philosopher, writer, and feminist, offered
groundbreaking perspectives that continue to resonate, especially when
considering the intersection of aging and self-realization. Her work
encourages us to rethink what it means to be in the “prime of life” beyond
traditional notions of youth and physical vitality.

In this article, we’ll delve into Simone de Beauvoir'’s views on the prime of
life, how her existential philosophy shapes our understanding of aging, and
why her feminist lens is crucial in appreciating the evolving identity of
individuals as they grow older. Whether you’re curious about de Beauvoir'’s
literary contributions, her ideas on freedom and responsibility, or her
groundbreaking book *The Coming of Age*, this exploration will offer new
insights into living fully at every stage.

Simone de Beauvoir and the Concept of the Prime
of Life

Simone de Beauvoir challenged conventional ideas of youth as the only
valuable period in life. In her existentialist framework, the “prime of life
isn't confined to physical beauty or societal expectations but involves a
continuous process of self-creation and freedom. For de Beauvoir, existence
precedes essence — which means that who we are is shaped by our choices and
actions, not predetermined by age or external labels.

n

Existential Freedom and Aging

At the heart of de Beauvoir’s philosophy is the idea of existential freedom:
the capacity to define oneself despite external circumstances. This is
especially powerful when applied to aging. The prime of life, from her
perspective, can occur at any age if one embraces freedom and responsibility.
This contrasts sharply with societal narratives that often marginalize older
adults or reduce their value based on diminishing physical capacities.

De Beauvoir'’s existentialism encourages individuals to resist passivity and
to actively engage in creating meaning throughout life. In her view, aging is
not a decline into irrelevance but an opportunity to deepen self-awareness
and authenticity.



The Coming of Age: Simone de Beauvoir’s
Landmark Work on Aging

One of the most significant contributions Simone de Beauvoir made to the
discourse on aging is her book *The Coming of Age* (published in 1970). This
work is a profound investigation into the social, cultural, and personal
dimensions of growing old.

Challenging Ageism and Social Marginalization

In *The Coming of Age*, de Beauvoir critiques the widespread ageism present
in modern societies. She highlights how older individuals often face
invisibility and exclusion, which strips away their sense of agency and
dignity. For de Beauvoir, the “prime of life” must be redefined to include
the elderly as full participants in society.

She argues that the fear of aging is intertwined with a fear of death and
loss of freedom, but that embracing aging as an integral phase of life allows
for a richer experience. Her analysis pushes readers to confront their biases
and to create societies where aging is not synonymous with decline but with
continuity and growth.

The Intersection of Gender and Aging

De Beauvoir'’s feminist perspective is crucial in understanding how aging
affects women uniquely. In her seminal book *The Second Sex*, she famously
stated, “One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman,” emphasizing how
gender identity is constructed through lived experience and societal
expectations.

When it comes to the prime of life and aging, women face compounded
challenges due to cultural emphasis on youth and beauty. De Beauvoir’s
insights reveal how women’s aging bodies are often scrutinized and devalued
in ways men’s are not, highlighting the need for a feminist approach to aging
that recognizes these inequalities.

Living the Prime of Life: Insights from Simone
de Beauvoir’s Philosophy

So how can we apply Simone de Beauvoir’s ideas to live a fulfilling prime of
life? Here are some thoughts inspired by her work:



Embrace Authenticity at Every Age

De Beauvoir’s existentialism urges us to reject societal pressures that
define our worth by external standards. Instead, authenticity comes from
embracing who we are through our choices. Whether in youth, middle age, or
older years, living authentically means continuously questioning, evolving,
and asserting our freedom.

Reject Ageist Stereotypes

One of the most practical lessons from de Beauvoir's critique of ageism is to
consciously challenge stereotypes about aging. Recognizing the value and
potential of older adults in communities, workplaces, and families helps
shift the narrative and opens space for richer intergenerational connections.

Recognize the Power of Female Agency

For women in particular, de Beauvoir'’s feminist philosophy offers empowerment
to reclaim agency in the face of societal pressures about aging.
Understanding that aging does not diminish one’s identity or worth encourages
women to redefine their prime of life on their own terms.

Simone de Beauvoir’s Legacy in Contemporary
Discussions of Age and Identity

Today, Simone de Beauvoir’s influence is visible in ongoing conversations
around aging, feminism, and existential selfhood. The growing field of
gerontology, feminist philosophy, and social activism often draws on her
insights to promote a more inclusive and humane understanding of life’s later
stages.

Her work prompts important questions for modern society:

- How can we create environments where aging is celebrated rather than
feared?

- What policies can support older adults’ freedom and participation?

- How do gender norms influence experiences of aging, and how can they be
transformed?

By engaging with these questions, de Beauvoir’s philosophy remains a vibrant
resource for reimagining the prime of life as a state of continual growth and
freedom.



Practical Reflections for Embracing Your Own Prime
of Life

Inspired by de Beauvoir’s ideas, here are some ways to cultivate a meaningful
prime of life:

Continual learning: Keep exploring new ideas, skills, and perspectives
to foster intellectual freedom.

Self-reflection: Regularly assess your values and choices to live
authentically.

Community engagement: Build diverse relationships that enrich your
experience and challenge stereotypes.

Advocacy: Support social movements that dismantle ageism and promote
equality across gender and age.

The prime of life, as Simone de Beauvoir teaches us, is not confined by
numbers but by the quality of our engagement with ourselves and the world.

In the end, de Beauvoir'’s legacy invites everyone to consider aging not as a
sunset but as an ongoing journey filled with potential, freedom, and the
power to redefine what it means to truly live.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Prime of Life' by Simone de Beauvoir
about?

‘The Prime of Life' is an autobiographical work by Simone de Beauvoir that
covers her early life, education, and the formative years leading up to her
existentialist philosophy and literary career.

When was 'The Prime of Life' by Simone de Beauvoir
published?

‘The Prime of Life' was originally published in 1960 as the first volume of
Simone de Beauvoir's autobiography.

How does 'The Prime of Life' reflect Simone de



Beauvoir's philosophical ideas?

‘The Prime of Life' intertwines Beauvoir's personal experiences with the
development of her existentialist ideas, particularly focusing on freedom,
responsibility, and the construction of identity.

What period of Simone de Beauvoir's life does 'The
Prime of Life' cover?

'The Prime of Life' covers Simone de Beauvoir's life from her childhood
through her early adulthood, including her academic studies and the beginning
of her relationship with Jean-Paul Sartre.

Why is 'The Prime of Life' considered important in
understanding Simone de Beauvoir?

‘The Prime of Life' provides insight into the personal and intellectual
development of Simone de Beauvoir, revealing how her experiences shaped her
feminist and existentialist philosophies.

How does Simone de Beauvoir describe her youth in
'The Prime of Life'?

In 'The Prime of Life,' Simone de Beauvoir describes her youth with a focus
on her intellectual curiosity, early struggles with societal expectations,
and her determination to pursue an independent life.

What role does Jean-Paul Sartre play in 'The Prime
of Life'?
Jean-Paul Sartre appears as a significant figure in 'The Prime of Life,' as

Beauvoir recounts the beginnings of their lifelong partnership and
intellectual collaboration.

Is 'The Prime of Life' suitable for readers new to
Simone de Beauvoir's work?

Yes, 'The Prime of Life' is accessible to new readers as it provides a
personal narrative that introduces Beauvoir's life and foundational ideas in
an engaging and reflective manner.

What themes are explored in 'The Prime of Life'?

'The Prime of Life' explores themes such as identity, freedom, gender roles,
intellectual growth, and the challenges of forging an authentic life amid
societal constraints.



How does 'The Prime of Life' connect to Simone de
Beauvoir's later feminist writings?

'The Prime of Life' lays the groundwork for Beauvoir's later feminist works
by detailing her personal encounters with gender inequality and her evolving
thoughts on women's liberation.

Additional Resources

The Prime of Life Simone de Beauvoir: An Analytical Exploration of
Existential Maturity

the prime of life simone de beauvoir represents a profound concept embedded
within the philosophical and literary legacy of one of the 20th century's
most influential thinkers. Simone de Beauvoir, renowned for her
existentialist perspectives and feminist philosophy, intricately examined the
stages of human existence, particularly emphasizing the transformative
potential and challenges inherent in what can be considered the ‘prime of
life.’ This phase, often associated with mid-adulthood, is critical not only
in terms of personal development but also in societal contributions and self-
realization. An analytical review of de Beauvoir’s treatment of this life
stage offers valuable insights into human freedom, identity, and the
confrontation with aging.

Understanding “The Prime of Life” in Simone de
Beauvoir’'s Philosophy

Simone de Beauvoir'’s reflections on the prime of life are deeply rooted in
her existentialist framework, where existence precedes essence, and
individuals continuously forge their identity through choices and actions. In
her seminal work *The Coming of Age* (La Vieillesse), de Beauvoir explores
life’'s various stages, with particular attention to how society perceives and
values each phase. The ‘prime of life’ emerges as a pivotal interval-often
encapsulating the years of maturity when individuals are expected to achieve
their fullest potential.

Unlike conventional views that equate youth with vitality and old age with
decline, de Beauvoir's perspective nuances this dichotomy. She argues that
the prime of life is less about chronological age and more about the capacity
for freedom, engagement, and authenticity. This period is marked by a
heightened awareness of one’s finite existence, which paradoxically can
inspire a deeper commitment to personal projects and social responsibilities.



The Existential Significance of Midlife

Midlife, often identified as the core of the prime of life, is a stage
fraught with existential questions. De Beauvoir’'s analysis suggests that this
phase is when individuals confront the tension between their past
achievements and future possibilities. It is a time when the illusions of
invincibility associated with youth begin to erode, compelling a reassessment
of life’s meaning.

Her existentialist lens highlights how this confrontation can lead to either
despair or liberation. The prime of life, therefore, functions as a crucible
for self-definition. Individuals who embrace their freedom and responsibility
can transcend societal norms and internalized limitations, crafting new
identities that reflect their authentic desires. Conversely, failure to
engage with these existential challenges may result in stagnation or
alienation.

De Beauvoir’s Feminist Perspective on the Prime
of Life

Integral to de Beauvoir'’s interpretation of the prime of life is her feminist
critique of gender roles and societal expectations. In *The Second Sex*, she
famously asserted that “one is not born, but rather becomes, a woman,”
underscoring how gender identity is constructed through lived experience and
social conditioning. This insight is particularly pertinent when analyzing
the prime of life for women, who often face compounded pressures related to
aging, sexuality, and societal invisibility.

Challenges Faced by Women in Their Prime

De Beauvoir highlighted that the prime of life for women can be paradoxical.
On one hand, it is a period of empowerment, as women attain greater autonomy
and self-awareness. On the other hand, societal norms often marginalize women
as they age, associating their value with youth and reproductive capacity.
This dynamic creates a unique set of challenges:

e Ageism and invisibility: Women in midlife may experience diminished
social recognition and diminished opportunities.

e Reproductive identity crisis: The end of fertility can trigger identity
renegotiations that are less socially supported than in men.

e Balancing roles: Many women juggle professional ambitions with
caregiving responsibilities, intensifying stress during the prime years.



De Beauvoir’s feminist analysis invites a reevaluation of these societal
constructs, advocating for a culture that values women’s contributions beyond
narrow biological or aesthetic criteria. She envisions the prime of life as a
stage ripe for redefining identity free from patriarchal constraints.

The Prime of Life and Aging: A Comparative
Perspective

De Beauvoir’s insights into the prime of life resonate strongly within
broader discourses on aging, especially when contrasted with prevailing
Western attitudes. Contemporary gerontological studies often emphasize the
vitality and productivity of middle-aged adults, aligning with de Beauvoir’s
assertion that the prime is a period of active self-realization.

However, de Beauvoir also diverges from more optimistic narratives by
stressing the existential weight of aging—the loss of physical prowess,
societal status, and the inevitability of death. This duality presents both
opportunities and obstacles:

1. Pros: Increased wisdom, emotional maturity, and freedom from youthful
illusions.

2. Cons: Heightened awareness of mortality, potential social
marginalization, and physical decline.

Her work challenges readers to confront these realities honestly, urging a
balance between acceptance and resistance. The prime of life is not merely a
countdown to decline but a complex, dynamic phase that can embody both
flourishing and fragility.

Comparison with Other Existential Thinkers

When juxtaposed with the views of contemporaries such as Jean-Paul Sartre and
Albert Camus, de Beauvoir’s analysis of the prime of life exhibits distinct
nuances. Sartre’s focus on radical freedom and bad faith complements de
Beauvoir’s emphasis on authenticity during midlife. Camus’ notion of
absurdity further underscores the tension between human aspirations and
existential limitations.

Yet, it is de Beauvoir’s gender-conscious and lifespan-oriented perspective
that broadens the existentialist discourse. Her integration of social factors
with existential freedom offers a more comprehensive understanding of how the
prime of life is experienced differently across gender, class, and cultural



lines.

Implications for Modern Readers and Societies

In today’'s context, where demographic shifts are leading to aging populations
worldwide, de Beauvoir’s insights into the prime of life acquire renewed
relevance. Societies grappling with the challenges of extending healthy life
expectancy and redefining retirement can draw on her philosophy to foster
environments that acknowledge the dignity and potential of individuals in
midlife and beyond.

Moreover, her critique of gendered aging remains a vital framework for
addressing ongoing inequalities. Encouraging policies and cultural narratives
that empower women during their prime years aligns with de Beauvoir’s vision
of freedom and self-creation.

Practical Applications and Reflections

Workplace inclusion: Promoting opportunities for midlife adults to
engage in meaningful work combats ageism and supports identity
continuity.

e Lifelong learning: Encouraging education and personal development during
the prime years upholds existential growth.

e Healthcare focus: Integrating mental and physical health services
tailored to midlife challenges enhances quality of life.

e Cultural representation: Media and literature that portray complex,
authentic midlife experiences help dismantle stereotypes.

Such applications underscore the continuing impact of de Beauvoir’s
philosophy on contemporary thought about aging and maturity.

The prime of life simone de beauvoir articulates is far from a mere
chronological marker; it signifies a phase dense with existential
possibilities and societal implications. By engaging deeply with her
analysis, individuals and communities can better navigate the complexities of
midlife, embracing its challenges as opportunities for profound self-
discovery and social transformation.
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the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Simone de Beauvoir (Life & Times) Lisa
Appignanesi, 2005 Born in 1908, Simone de Beauvoir was a brilliant scholar and novelist, leading
member of the existentialist movement and a committed socialist and feminist. Raised in a stiflingly
respectable environment, as a young woman she totally rejected her parentsa values and embarked
on her literary career. With Jean-Paul Sartre she formed a unique relationship, which she described
as aThe one undoubted success in my lifea. Later in life she was committed to achieving radical
social and political change, but it was writing that gave meaning to her life; above everything, she
valued her own intellectual audience.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: The Bonds of Freedom Kristana Arp, 2001 The Bonds of
Freedom is the first full-scale analysis of Beauvoir's existentialist ethics, as laid out in her important
work, The Ethics of Ambiguity, written in 1946. Kristana Arp traces the central themes of Beauvoir's
ethics back to her earlier philosophical essays and to literary works such as The Blood of Others and
All Men Are Mortal. Drawing from the thought of Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre, and Merleau-Ponty,
Beauvoir developed her own distinctive version of existentialism throughout these works.--BOOK
JACKET

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: The Politics of Moralizing Jane Bennett, Michael J.
Shapiro, 2013-09-13 The Politics of Moralizing issues a stern warning about the risks of speaking,
writing, and thinking in a manner too confident about one's own judgments and asks, Can a clear
line be drawn between dogmatism and simple certainty and indignation? Bennett and Shapiro enter
the debate by questioning what has become a popular, even pervasive, cultural narrative told by
both the left and the right: the story of the West's moral decline, degeneration, or confusion.
Contributors explore the dynamics and dilemmas of moralizing by advocates of patriotism,
environmental protection, and women's rights while arguing that the current discourse gives free
license to self-aggrandizement, cruelty, vengeance and punitiveness and a generalized resistance to
or abjection of diversity.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: A Companion to Simone de Beauvoir Laura
Hengehold, Nancy Bauer, 2017-07-27 Winner of the 2018 Choice award for Outstanding Academic
Title! The work of Simone de Beauvoir has endured and flowered in the last two decades, thanks
primarily to the lasting influence of The Second Sex on the rise of academic discussions of gender,
sexuality, and old age. Now, in this new Companion dedicated to her life and writings, an
international assembly of prominent scholars, essayists, and leading interpreters reflect upon the
range of Beauvoir’s contribution to philosophy as one of the great authors, thinkers, and public
intellectuals of the twentieth century. The Companion examines Beauvoir’s rich intellectual life from
a variety of angles—including literary, historical, and anthropological perspectives—and situates her
in relation to her forbears and contemporaries in the philosophical canon. Essays in each of four
thematic sections reveal the breadth and acuity of her insight, from the significance of The Second
Sex and her work on the metaphysics of gender to her plentiful contributions in ethics and political
philosophy. Later chapters trace the relationship between Beauvoir’s philosophical and literary work
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and open up her scholarship to global issues, questions of race, and the legacy of colonialism and
sexism. The volume concludes by considering her impact on contemporary feminist thought writ
large, and features pioneering work from a new generation of Beauvoir scholars. Ambitious and
unprecedented in scope, A Companion to Simone de Beauvoir is an accessible and interdisciplinary
resource for students, teachers, and researchers across the humanities and social sciences.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Volume 9: Kierkegaard and Existentialism Jon Stewart,
2016-12-05 There can be no doubt that most of the thinkers who are usually associated with the
existentialist tradition, whatever their actual doctrines, were in one way or another influenced by the
writings of Kierkegaard. This influence is so great that it can be fairly stated that the existentialist
movement was largely responsible for the major advance in Kierkegaard's international reception
that took place in the twentieth century. In Kierkegaard's writings one can find a rich array of
concepts such as anxiety, despair, freedom, sin, the crowd, and sickness that all came to be standard
motifs in existentialist literature. Sartre played an important role in canonizing Kierkegaard as one
of the forerunners of existentialism. However, recent scholarship has been attentive to his
ideological use of Kierkegaard. Indeed, Sartre seemed to be exploiting Kierkegaard for his own
purposes and suspicions of misrepresentation and distortions have led recent commentators to go
back and reexamine the complex relation between Kierkegaard and the existentialist thinkers. The
articles in the present volume feature figures from the French, German, Spanish and Russian
traditions of existentialism. They examine the rich and varied use of Kierkegaard by these later
thinkers, and, most importantly, they critically analyze his purported role in this famous intellectual
movement.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex Ruth Evans,
1998 Acknowledged by many feminists as the single most important theoretical work of the
twentieth century, Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex (1949) nevertheless occupies an
anomalous place in the feminist ‘canon'. Yet it has had an undeniable impact, not only on the
development of critiques of sexual politics but on twentieth-century western thinking about the
concept of 'woman' in general.This collection of six new essays by scholars from the disciplines of
French, English literature, history, cultural criticism, feminist theory and philosophy makes a
valuable contribution to the task of re-reading and reassessing this enormously influential text for a
new generation of feminist readers, and also for cultural theorists, for whom the question of 'the
feminine' is at the centre of key debates in philosophy and postmodernity.The contributors provide a
significantly new rethinking of the place of The Second Sex in cultural history and of women and
representation, the role of 'fictions' and the problem of ethical agency in the work of the leading
intellectual woman of this age.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Windswept: Walking the Paths of Trailblazing
Women Annabel Abbs-Streets, 2021-09-07 A Smithsonian Top Ten Best Book About Travel of 2021
2022 Banff Mountain Book Competition Finalist An Apple Books Pick of the Month and a Powell's
and The Story Exchange Best Book of Fall “Unfailingly interesting and even revelatory. . . . Reading
about the unfettered freedom to roam enjoyed by these trailblazing women induced considerable
vicarious pleasure—and envy.”—The Wall Street Journal Annabel Abbs-Streets’s Windswept: Walking
the Paths of Trailblazing Women is a beautifully written meditation on connecting with the outdoors
through the simple act of walking. In captivating and elegant prose, Abbs-Streets’s follows in the
footsteps of women who boldly reclaimed wild landscapes for themselves, including Georgia
O’Keeffe in the empty plains of Texas and New Mexico, Nan Shepherd in the mountains of Scotland,
Gwen John following the French River Garonne, Daphne du Maurier along the River Rhone, and
Simone de Beauvoir?who walked as much as twenty-five miles a day in a dress and
espadrilles?through the mountains and forests of France. Part historical inquiry and part memoir,
the stories of these writers and artists are laced together by moments in her own life, beginning with
her poet father who raised her in the Welsh countryside as an “experiment,” according to the
principles of Rousseau. Abbs-Streets’s explores a forgotten legacy of moving on foot and discovers
how it has helped women throughout history to find their voices, to reimagine their lives, and to



break free from convention. As Abbs-Streets traces the paths of exceptional women, she realizes that
she, too, is walking away from her past and into a radically different future. Windswept crosses
continents and centuries in a provocative and poignant account of the power of walking in nature.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Sartre Today Adrian van den Hoven, Andrew Leak,
2005-12-01 Sartre Today is a tribute to Jean-Paul Sartre on the centenary of his birth (1905-2005).
With twenty-two contributions from leading Sartre scholars in North America and the United
Kingdom, this volume will greatly enhance Sartre scholarship in the English-speaking world. The
diversity of these chapters reflects the depth and breadth of Sartre's wide-ranging engagement with
the political and cultural issues of his time. Yet as these contributions demonstrate, it is clear that
Sartre's work still offers an important framework through which to address contemporary issues of a
similar magnitude. This applies to Sartre's enduring contribution to philosophy and his conception of
violence and terror, as well as analyses of the latest political events in the United States. Other
contributions address Sartre's relationship to the contemporary understanding of neuroscience and
group therapy as well as his conception of literature, biography, the theater and cinema. This rich
volume will be of great use not only to all Sartre scholars but also to anyone who has an interest in
modern philosophy, politics, psychology, and literature. Contributors: Thomas R. Flynn, Joseph S.
Catalano, Reidar Due, Steve Martinot, Ronald E. Santoni, David Detmer, John Duncan, Hazel E.
Barnes, Betty Cannon, Constance L. Mui, Peter Caws, Ann Jefferson, Dennis A. Gilbert, Colin Davis
John Gillespie Ian Birchall, Betsy Bowman and Bob Stone, Azzedine Haddour, Ronald Aronson,
William L. McBride

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: The Facts on File Companion to the World Novel
Michael Sollars, Arbolina Llamas Jennings, 2008

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: A Bibliographical Life Jean-Paul Sartre, 1974-06

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Disgraceful Affair Bianca Lamblin, 1996 In this
intimate memoir, Bianca Lamblin tells the story of her menage a trois with Simone de Beauvoir and
Jean-Paul Sartre, and their abandonment of her, a Jew, at the onset of World War II.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Women in the House of Fiction Lorna Sage, 1992-08-21
The novel was once upon a time the genre women felt at home in. This wide- ranging and detailed
study of contemporary novelists explores the forms of nostalgia (shared by many feminist critics) for
a 'woman's novel'; and the subtle or savage strategies which have turned the house of fiction upside
down. The result is a critique of the nature of narrative now; and a celebration of the energies that
are undoing our definitions of women's work.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Yale French Studies, Number 135-136 Lauren Du Graf,
Julia Elsky, Clémentine Fauré, 2020-01-07 Focused on existentialism, this issue explores current
writers, thinkers, and texts affiliated with the movement In 1948, Yale French Studies devoted its
inaugural issue to existentialism. This anniversary issue responds seventy years later. In recent
years, new critical and theoretical approaches have reconfigured existentialism and refreshed
perspectives on the philosophical, literary, and stylistic movement. This special issue restores the
writers, thinkers, and texts of the movement to their subversive strength. In so doing, it illustrates
existentialism's present relevance, revealing how the concerns of the past urgently bristle into our
own times.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Sartre's French Contemporaries and Enduring
Influences William L. McBride, 2013-09-13 Sartre's French Contemporaries and
EnduringInfluences This final volume examines Sartre's best-known philosophical contemporaries in
France-Albert Camus, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, and Simone de Beauvoir-in terms of both their own
philosophical insights and their relationship to Sartre's thought. The articles also offer some
suggestive connections between Sartre's thought and subsequent developments in European
philosophy, notably structuralism, poststructuralism, and postmodernism. The comparatively recent
nature of much of this scholarship is solid testimony to the enduring influence of Sartrean
existentialism.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Missing Persons Mary Evans, 2002-09-11




Auto/biography is currently one of the most popular literary genres, widely supposed to illuminate
the study of the individual and his or her personal circumstances. Missing Persons suggests that
auto/biography is, in fact, based on fictions, both about the person and about what it is possible to
know about any one individual. Organised into chapters which consider particular kinds of
auto/biographical writing, such as work on the British Royal Family and auto/biographies of
twentieth-century men, this book demonstrates the absences and evasions - indeed the "missing
persons - of auto/biography. Mary Evans' book will provide invaluable reading for students of
womens studies, sociology and cultural studies courses.

the prime of life simone de beauvoir: Feminist Philosophies of Life Hasana Sharp, Chloé
Taylor, 2016-06-01 Much of the history of Western ethical thought has revolved around debates
about what constitutes a good life, and claims that a good life is achievable only by certain human
beings. In Feminist Philosophies of Life, feminist, new materialist, posthumanist, and ecofeminist
philosophers challenge this tendency, approaching the question of life from alternative perspectives.
Signalling the importance of distinctively feminist reflections on matters of shared concern, Feminist
Philosophies of Life not only exposes the propensity of discourses to normalize and exclude
differently abled, racialized, feminized, and gender nonconforming people, it also asks questions
about how life is constituted and understood without limiting itself to the human. A collection of
articles that focuses on life as an organizing principle for ontology, ethics, and politics, chapters of
this study respond to feminist thinkers such as Gloria Anzaldda, Judith Butler, Adriana Cavarero,
Simone de Beauvoir, Luce Irigaray, and Segren Kierkegaard. Divided into three parts, the book
debates the question of life in and against the emerging school of new feminist materialism, provides
feminist phenomenological and existentialist accounts of life, and focuses on lives marked by a
particular precarity such as disability or incarceration, as well as life in the face of a changing
climate. Calling for a broader account of lived experience, Feminist Philosophies of Life contains
persuasive, original, and diverse analyses that address some of the most crucial feminist issues.
Contributors include Christine Daigle (Brock University), Shannon Dea (University of Waterloo),
Lindsay Eales (University of Alberta), Elizabeth Grosz (Duke University), Lisa Guenther (Vanderbilt
University), Lynne Huffer (Emory University), Ada Jaarsma (Mount Royal University), Stephanie
Jenkins (Oregon State University), Ladelle McWhorter (University of Richmond), Jane Barter
Moulaison (University of Winnipeg), Astrida Neimanis (University of Sydney), Danielle Peers
(University of Alberta), Stephen Seely (Rutgers University), Hasana Sharp (McGill University), Chloe
Taylor (University of Alberta), Florentien Verhage (Washington and Lee University), Rachel Loewen
Walker (Out Saskatoon), and Cynthia Willett (Emory University).
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