
international relations in political
thought
International Relations in Political Thought: Exploring the Foundations and
Evolution

international relations in political thought is a fascinating field that
delves into how states interact, cooperate, and sometimes conflict on the
global stage. This subject is not only about the mechanics of diplomacy or
treaties; it is deeply rooted in centuries of philosophical inquiry and
political theory. Understanding the intellectual foundations of international
relations helps us grasp why nations behave the way they do, how concepts
like sovereignty, power, and justice have evolved, and what frameworks guide
international cooperation and conflict today.

In this article, we'll explore the key ideas, thinkers, and paradigms that
have shaped international relations in political thought. Along the way,
we'll touch on essential themes such as realism, liberalism, constructivism,
and critical theories, offering insights into how these schools of thought
inform current global politics. Whether you are a student, a curious reader,
or someone interested in global affairs, this exploration will provide a
meaningful perspective on the complex world of international relations.

The Historical Roots of International Relations
in Political Thought

International relations as a discipline might seem modern, but its
intellectual roots stretch back to ancient and medieval political philosophy.
Early thinkers were concerned with questions about war, peace, justice, and
the nature of political communities that extended beyond borders.

Classical Foundations: Thucydides and the Realist
Tradition

One cannot discuss international relations in political thought without
mentioning Thucydides, the ancient Greek historian. His account of the
Peloponnesian War lays the groundwork for what later becomes the realist
school of thought. Thucydides emphasized power struggles, the inevitability
of conflict, and the role of human nature in state behavior. His famous
Melian Dialogue illustrates the harsh realities of power politics — where
might often makes right.

This early realist perspective views the international system as anarchic,



meaning no central authority governs states. Each state must look out for its
own survival, leading to competition and conflict. This view remains
influential in contemporary analyses of international relations.

Medieval and Renaissance Contributions: Grotius and
Natural Law

Moving forward, the 17th century introduced new dimensions to international
thought with Hugo Grotius, often called the “father of international law.”
Grotius argued that despite the anarchic nature of international politics,
there are universal laws and moral principles — natural law — that should
guide the conduct of states. His ideas laid the foundation for concepts such
as sovereignty, just war theory, and the law of nations.

Grotius’s work signals a shift from mere power politics to incorporating
ethics and legality, suggesting that international relations are not just
about might but also about rights and responsibilities.

Key Paradigms in International Relations
Political Thought

As modern states emerged and global interactions intensified, various schools
of thought developed to explain and predict state behavior. These paradigms
continue to shape debates among scholars and policymakers.

Realism: Power and Security as Central Drivers

Realism, rooted in the works of Thucydides and later thinkers like
Machiavelli and Hans Morgenthau, posits that states are rational actors
seeking to maximize security and power in an anarchic international system.
Realists argue that conflict is inevitable because no overarching authority
exists to enforce rules or resolve disputes.

Key concepts in realism include:

- **Balance of power**: States form alliances to prevent any one state from
dominating.
- **Security dilemma**: One state’s efforts to increase its security often
threaten others, leading to arms races.
- **National interest**: States prioritize survival and power over ideology
or morality.

Realism offers valuable insights into military conflicts, alliances, and the
importance of strategic calculations in foreign policy.



Liberalism: Cooperation and Institutions Matter

Liberalism emerged as a response to the often bleak outlook of realism.
Influenced by Enlightenment thinkers like Immanuel Kant, liberalism
emphasizes the potential for cooperation, peace, and progress in
international relations.

Liberalism highlights:

- **International institutions**: Organizations like the United Nations and
World Trade Organization facilitate cooperation.
- **Democratic peace theory**: Democracies are less likely to go to war with
one another.
- **Economic interdependence**: Trade and globalization create mutual
interests that reduce conflict.

This perspective encourages dialogue, rule-based order, and the belief that
human reason and ethics can shape a more peaceful international system.

Constructivism: The Role of Ideas and Identity

Constructivism, a more recent approach, focuses on the social construction of
international relations. Rather than assuming states act solely based on
material power, constructivists argue that ideas, identities, norms, and
culture deeply influence state behavior.

For instance, how a state defines its national identity or perceives others
can affect alliances and conflicts. Norms around human rights or sovereignty
evolve over time, reshaping international politics.

This approach provides tools to analyze phenomena such as the spread of
democracy, international human rights regimes, or the impact of nationalism.

Critical Theories and Contemporary Perspectives

Beyond the mainstream paradigms, critical theories offer alternative lenses
to examine international relations in political thought.

Marxism and Dependency Theory

Marxist approaches critique the global capitalist system, viewing
international relations through the prism of class struggle and economic
exploitation. Dependency theory, for example, argues that wealthy nations
maintain dominance over poorer states through economic mechanisms,



perpetuating inequality on a global scale.

These perspectives encourage us to question who benefits from current global
arrangements and highlight issues of imperialism, colonialism, and economic
justice.

Feminist Theories in International Relations

Feminist scholars challenge traditional IR theories by emphasizing the
importance of gender and the often overlooked experiences of women in global
politics. They argue that international relations have been dominated by
male-centric views of power and conflict and advocate for more inclusive
analyses that consider how gender shapes security, diplomacy, and global
governance.

Why Understanding International Relations in
Political Thought Matters Today

In an increasingly interconnected and complex world, the study of
international relations in political thought is more relevant than ever.
Global challenges such as climate change, pandemics, cybersecurity threats,
and shifting power dynamics require not only practical solutions but also
deep theoretical understanding.

By engaging with the philosophical underpinnings and diverse theories of
international relations, policymakers and citizens alike can better
appreciate the motivations behind state actions, the possibilities for
cooperation, and the pitfalls that lead to conflict.

Tips for Navigating Contemporary International
Relations

- **Stay informed about historical contexts**: Knowing the roots of
diplomatic conflicts or alliances can illuminate current events.
- **Consider multiple perspectives**: No single theory explains everything;
blending insights from realism, liberalism, and constructivism often offers a
fuller picture.
- **Pay attention to international institutions and norms**: These often
shape what states can and cannot do on the world stage.
- **Recognize the role of non-state actors**: Multinational corporations,
NGOs, and international organizations increasingly influence global politics
alongside states.

Understanding international relations in political thought equips individuals



to critically analyze news, engage in informed discussions, and appreciate
the complexities of global affairs beyond headlines.

The interplay of ideas, power, identity, and institutions continues to shape
how countries relate to one another. By exploring these dimensions, we gain
not only knowledge but also the tools to envision a more just and cooperative
international order.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of realism in international
relations within political thought?
Realism emphasizes the competitive and conflictual side of international
relations, focusing on state sovereignty, national interest, and the anarchic
nature of the international system. It argues that states act primarily to
ensure their survival and power, making it a foundational theory in
understanding global politics.

How does liberalism differ from realism in the
context of international relations?
Liberalism in international relations stresses cooperation, international
institutions, and the role of democracy and economic interdependence in
promoting peace. Unlike realism, which is skeptical of cooperation,
liberalism believes that states can work together to achieve mutual benefits
and reduce conflict.

What role do constructivist theories play in
international relations in political thought?
Constructivism focuses on the impact of ideas, identities, and norms in
shaping state behavior and the international system. It argues that the
international reality is socially constructed through interaction and shared
understandings, highlighting the importance of culture, language, and social
context in international relations.

How have feminist perspectives influenced the study
of international relations?
Feminist perspectives in international relations critique traditional
theories for ignoring gender and the experiences of women. They emphasize the
importance of gender relations, highlight issues like security beyond
military concerns, and advocate for inclusive approaches to understanding
global politics and power dynamics.



In what ways has the concept of sovereignty evolved
in international political thought?
Sovereignty traditionally refers to the supreme authority of a state within
its territory. However, globalization, international law, and supranational
organizations have challenged absolute sovereignty, leading to debates about
shared sovereignty, humanitarian intervention, and the balance between state
control and international cooperation.

Additional Resources
International Relations in Political Thought: An Analytical Review

international relations in political thought represent a critical field of
inquiry that delves into how states, non-state actors, and international
institutions interact within the global system. This domain examines the
philosophical underpinnings, theoretical frameworks, and practical
implications of cross-border political dynamics, shaping our understanding of
diplomacy, conflict, cooperation, and governance beyond national boundaries.
As global interdependence intensifies, the evolving discourse in
international relations in political thought offers essential insights into
the mechanisms that drive international behavior and the normative questions
that arise in a complex world.

The Evolution of International Relations in
Political Thought

The intellectual roots of international relations (IR) trace back to
classical political philosophy, where thinkers like Thucydides, Machiavelli,
and Hobbes explored the nature of power, sovereignty, and human nature in the
context of war and diplomacy. In contemporary political thought, these
foundational ideas have been reinterpreted and expanded to address new global
realities. The discipline itself emerged prominently in the early 20th
century, influenced heavily by the aftermath of the World Wars and the desire
to systematize the study of global politics to prevent future conflicts.

During the Cold War, international relations in political thought became
dominated by realist and liberal paradigms. Realism, emphasizing power
politics and national interest, posited a competitive anarchic international
system where states prioritize survival. Liberalism, in contrast, highlighted
cooperation through international institutions, economic interdependence, and
the promotion of democratic values. These competing perspectives shaped
policy debates and academic discourse alike.



Theoretical Frameworks in International Relations

Understanding international relations in political thought requires a
thorough examination of its key theoretical approaches:

Realism: Rooted in the works of Hans Morgenthau and Kenneth Waltz,
realism views the international system as anarchic, where states act
primarily out of self-interest to secure power and ensure survival. It
underscores the inevitability of conflict and the limited role of
morality in state behavior.

Liberalism: Liberal theorists such as John Locke and Immanuel Kant focus
on the potential for peace through cooperation, democracy, and
international law. They argue that institutions like the United Nations
and treaties reduce uncertainty and facilitate collaboration.

Constructivism: Emerging in the late 20th century, constructivism
highlights the impact of ideas, identities, and norms on state behavior.
It challenges the materialist assumptions of realism and liberalism by
emphasizing that international realities are socially constructed.

Marxism and Critical Theories: These perspectives critique the
capitalist nature of the global system, emphasizing economic
inequalities and the role of imperialism. They bring attention to power
structures beyond states, including multinational corporations and
global financial institutions.

Each framework offers distinct lenses through which international relations
in political thought can be analyzed, reflecting divergent assumptions about
human nature, power, and the potential for peace.

Contemporary Challenges and Debates

International relations in political thought today grapple with unprecedented
challenges that test classical theories and demand innovative approaches. The
rise of globalization, technological advancements, and the resurgence of
nationalism have complicated traditional understandings of sovereignty and
cooperation.

Globalization and Sovereignty

Globalization has facilitated the movement of goods, ideas, and people,
blurring the lines of state sovereignty. Political theorists debate whether



this trend signifies a decline in state power or a transformation in how
sovereignty operates. Some argue that international organizations and
transnational networks dilute state control, while others maintain that
states remain the primary actors, adapting to new conditions rather than
losing authority.

Security and Conflict in a Multipolar World

The transition from a bipolar Cold War structure to a multipolar system—with
rising powers such as China and India—has intensified competition and
redefined alliances. International relations in political thought must
address how power diffusion affects conflict resolution and deterrence
strategies. Realist theories regain prominence in discussions about security
dilemmas and balance-of-power politics, yet liberal and constructivist
insights remain relevant in understanding diplomatic negotiations and norm-
building.

Human Rights and Ethical Considerations

The proliferation of human rights norms challenges the Westphalian notion of
absolute state sovereignty. International relations in political thought
increasingly engage with the moral responsibilities of states towards both
their citizens and the global community. Debates over humanitarian
intervention, the Responsibility to Protect (R2P), and international justice
reveal tensions between legal sovereignty and ethical imperatives.

The Role of International Institutions and Law

International institutions such as the United Nations, World Trade
Organization, and International Criminal Court play critical roles in shaping
the rules and norms that govern state interactions. Political thought on
international relations evaluates the efficacy, legitimacy, and limitations
of these bodies.

Strengths and Limitations of International
Organizations

Pros: International institutions facilitate cooperation by providing
platforms for dialogue, conflict resolution mechanisms, and frameworks
for collective action on global issues such as climate change and
pandemics.



Cons: Critics argue that these organizations often suffer from
bureaucratic inefficiencies, unequal power distributions favoring
dominant states, and challenges in enforcement of international law.

This duality prompts ongoing scholarly inquiry into how institutional reforms
and evolving political thought can enhance global governance.

Bridging Theory and Practice

International relations in political thought do not exist in isolation but
inform and are informed by real-world diplomacy and policy-making. The
intricate balance between theoretical models and empirical realities shapes
how states craft foreign policy and engage with international actors.

The dynamic interplay between normative theories (what ought to be) and
empirical analyses (what is) remains a core feature of political thought in
this arena. Practitioners rely on insights from realism to anticipate power
struggles, while liberal and constructivist theories guide the development of
cooperative frameworks and the promotion of international norms.

As the global landscape becomes increasingly complex, international relations
in political thought must continue to evolve, integrating multidisciplinary
perspectives and addressing emergent issues such as cyber warfare,
environmental security, and transnational terrorism.

In essence, the study of international relations in political thought offers
a vital toolkit for interpreting the past, understanding present challenges,
and anticipating future trajectories in global politics. It remains a vibrant
and indispensable field for scholars, policymakers, and citizens seeking to
navigate the interconnected world.
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  international relations in political thought: Inside/Outside R. B. J. Walker, 1993 In this book
Rob Walker offers an original analysis of the relationship between twentieth-century theories of
international relations, and the political theory of civil society since the early modern period. He
views theories of international relations both as an ideological expression of the modern state, and
as a clear indication of the difficulties of thinking about a world politics characterized by profound
spatiotemporal accelerations. International relations theories should be seen, the author argues,
more as aspects of contemporary world politics than as explanations of contemporary world politics.
These theories are examined in the light of recent debates about modernity and post-modernity,
sovereignty and political identity, and the limits of modern social and political theory. This book is a
major contribution to the field of critical international relations, and will be of interest to social and
political theorists and political scientists, as well as students and scholars of international relations.
  international relations in political thought: International Relations and the Limits of
Political Theory Howard Williams, 2016-07-27 This book shows how the traditional concerns of
political theory push it increasingly into the study of international relations. This is done, first, by
demonstrating how many of the issues usually dealt with by political theory, such as democracy and
justice, arise within an increasingly global context and, secondly, by considering how international
issues, such as colonialism and war, are best illuminated by building on the work of political
theorists. The book suggests that political theory and international relations theory can now both be
successfully engaged in as a joint enterprise only.
  international relations in political thought: A Reader in International Relations and
Political Theory Howard L. Williams, Tony Evans, Moorhead Wright, 1993 This reader has been
assembled in response to increasing dissatisfaction among a growing number of international
relations scholars with the currently dominant theory of realism as well as in recognition of the large
number of newly independent states which are having to write new constitutions and develop
foreign relations. The book includes excerpts and essays from political theory and international
relations which provide a starting point for further study of these subjects. It draws together
writings representing two distinct traditions and demonstrates their interconnections. In political
theory, excerpts are drawn from classical texts which have an important bearing on problems of
international relations. In international relations, the collection includes essays which have had a
seminal influence on the development of this discipline.
  international relations in political thought: International Relations and Political Theory
Howard Williams, Tony Evans, Moorhead Wright, 1992
  international relations in political thought: International Relations in Political Thought
Chris Brown, Terry Nardin, Nicholas Rengger, 2002-04-25 This unique collection presents texts in
international relations from Ancient Greece to the First World War. Major writers such as
Thucydides, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Grotius, Kant and John Stuart Mill are represented by
extracts of their key works; less well-known international theorists including John of Paris, Cornelius
van Bynkershoek and Friedrich List are also included. Fifty writers are anthologised in what is the
largest such collection currently available. The texts, most of which are substantial extracts, are
organised into broadly chronological sections, each of which is headed by an introduction that places
the work in its historical and philosophical context. Ideal for both students and scholars, the volume
also includes biographies and guides to further reading.
  international relations in political thought: International Relations, Political Theory,
and the Problem of Order Nicholas J. Rengger, 2000 This book seeks to offer a general
interpretation and critique of both methodlogical and substantive aspects of International theory.
  international relations in political thought: Political Thought and International
Relations Duncan Bell, 2010-12-02 Political realism dominated the field of International Relations
during the Cold War. Since then, however, its fortunes have been mixed: pushed onto the backfoot
during 1990s, it has in recent years retuned to the centre of scholarly debate. Despite its
prominence in International Relations, however, realism plays only a marginal role in contemporary
international political theory. It is often associated with a form of crude realpolitik that ignores the



ethical dimensions of political life. The contributors to this book explore alternative understandings
of realism, seeing it as a diverse and complex mode of political and ethical theorising rather than
simply a value-neutral social scientific theory or the unreflective defence of the national interest. A
number of the chapters offer critical interpretations of key figures in the canon of twentieth century
realism, including Hans Morgenthau, E. H. Carr, and Reinhold Niebuhr. Others seek to widen the
lens through which realism is usually viewed, exploring the writings of Martin Heidegger, Hannah
Arendt, and Leo Strauss. Finally, a number of the contributors engage with general issues in
international political theory, including the meaning and value of pessimism, the relationship
between power and ethics, the purpose of normative political theory, and what might constitute
political reality. Straddling International Relations and political theory, this book makes a significant
contribution to both fields.
  international relations in political thought: Political Theory and International Relations
Charles R. Beitz, 1999
  international relations in political thought: The International Political Thought of Carl
Schmitt Louiza Odysseos, Fabio Petito, 2007-03-06 Presenting the first critical analysis of Carl
Schmitt's The Nomos of the Earth and how it relates to the epochal changes in the international
system that have risen from the collapse of the ‘Westphalian’ international order. There is an
emerging recognition in political theory circles that core issues, such as order, social justice, rights,
need to be studied in their global context. Schmitt’s international political thought provides a
stepping stone in these related paths, offering an alternative history of international relations, of the
genesis, achievements and demise of the ‘Westphalian system.’ Writing at a time when he believed
that the spatial, political and legal order—the nomos of the earth—had collapsed, he highlighted the
advent of the modern state as the vehicle of secularization, tracing how this interstate order was
able to limit and ‘rationalize and humanize’ war. Providing a large number of case studies including:
global terrorism, humanitarian intervention and US hegemony, this book will give further impetus
to, and expand, the nascent debate on the significance of Schmitt’s legal and political thought for
international politics. The International Political Thought of Carl Schmitt will be of interest to
students and scholars of international relations, law and history.
  international relations in political thought: Practical Judgement in International
Political Theory Chris Brown, 2012-07-26 Chris Brown is a prominent international political
theorist who has contributed to debates on pluralism, justice and human rights. This book draws
together seventeen of his most important and influential articles from the last twenty years. These
essays include influential statements on the role of normative theory and international ethics, the
so-called ‘cosmopolitan-communitarian debate’ and anti-foundationalist thought in international
relations, as well as important contributions to Rawlsian and Post-Rawlsian theories of international
and global justice. The most recent papers address subjects such as the notion of global civil society,
and controversies over the ethics of pre-emptive warfare, and the inevitably selective nature of
humanitarian interventions. The book includes a framing introduction written for this volume, in
which Brown discusses his own influences, and the evolution of his thinking throughout his career.
Although this evolution has involved a progressively less critical viewpoint towards liberal thought
and liberal internationalism, and a greater commitment to universal values, some things have
remained constant – in particular a focus on the importance of political judgement and scepticism
directed towards the idea that there are simple solutions to complex problems. The collection ends
fittingly with a critique of the popular cosmopolitanism of figures such as Bono and Bob Geldof. This
collection will be essential reading for all scholars and graduates with an interest in international
political theory.
  international relations in political thought: The Politics of International Political
Theory Mathias Albert, Anthony F. Lang Jr., 2018-08-13 This book assesses the impact of the work
of Chris Brown in the field of International Political Theory. The volume engages with general issues
of IPT as well as basic issues such as the use and role of practical reasoning and presents a nuanced
understanding about issues regarding the legitimacy of war and violence. It explores questions that



pertain to human rights, morality, and ethics, and generally an outlook for devising a ‘better’ world.
The project is ideal for audiences with interest in International Relations, Ethics and Morality
Studies and International Political Theory.
  international relations in political thought: Political Thought and International
Relations Duncan Bell, 2010-12-02 Political realism dominated the field of International Relations
during the Cold War. Since then, however, its fortunes have been mixed: pushed onto the backfoot
during 1990s, it has in recent years retuned to the centre of scholarly debate. Despite its
prominence in International Relations, however, realism plays only a marginal role in contemporary
international political theory. It is often associated with a form of crude realpolitik that ignores the
ethical dimensions of political life. The contributors to this book explore alternative understandings
of realism, seeing it as a diverse and complex mode of political and ethical theorising rather than
simply a value-neutral social scientific theory or the unreflective defence of the national interest. A
number of the chapters offer critical interpretations of key figures in the canon of twentieth century
realism, including Hans Morgenthau, E. H. Carr, and Reinhold Niebuhr. Others seek to widen the
lens through which realism is usually viewed, exploring the writings of Martin Heidegger, Hannah
Arendt, and Leo Strauss. Finally, a number of the contributors engage with general issues in
international political theory, including the meaning and value of pessimism, the relationship
between power and ethics, the purpose of normative political theory, and what might constitute
political reality. Straddling International Relations and political theory, this book makes a significant
contribution to both fields.
  international relations in political thought: Political Theory and International Relations
Charles R. Beitz, 1999-07-01 In this revised edition of his 1979 classic Political Theory and
International Relations, Charles Beitz rejects two highly influential conceptions of international
theory as empirically inaccurate and theoretically misleading. In one, international relations is a
Hobbesian state of nature in which moral judgments are entirely inappropriate, and in the other,
states are analogous to persons in domestic society in having rights of autonomy that insulate them
from external moral assessment and political interference. Beitz postulates that a theory of
international politics should include a revised principle of state autonomy based on the justice of a
state's domestic institutions, and a principle of international distributive justice to establish a fair
division of resources and wealth among persons situated in diverse national societies.
  international relations in political thought: After the Enlightenment Nicolas Guilhot,
2017-04-24 This is the first comprehensive intellectual history of political realism and international
relations theory.
  international relations in political thought: International Political Thought Edward Keene,
2005-01-14 Ideal for students coming to the topic for the first time, this wide-ranging text explores
the changing perceptions of international politics from antiquity to the 20th century and includes all
the classic thinkers as well as less commonly studied thinkers such as Herodotus, Pope Innocent IV,
Herder, Constant and Zimmern.
  international relations in political thought: International Political Theory Kimberly
Hutchings, 1999-11-03 `A lucid, comprehensive analysis of normative approaches to international
relations, and an original contribution to critical theory′ - Andrew Linklater, University of Keele
`Hutchings combines a valuable account of the current state of the art with a lucid expositon of her
own, highly distinctive, position. This will be required reading for students in international political
theory, and indeed anyone interested in normative issues in international relations′ - Chris Brown,
London School of Economics and Political Science Providing an invaluable overview of the
competing schools of thought in traditional and contemporary international theory, this book seeks
to path the way forward for new ways of thinking about international political morality. First, the
role and place of normative theory in the study of international politics is explained before a
discussion of mainstream approaches within international relations and applied ethics. Here the
student is introduced to the central debates between realists and idealists, and cosmopolitans and
communitarians. Second, the conceptual challenges of contemporary approaches in critical theory,



postmodernism and feminism are outlined and then used as a platform to develop the author′s own
Hegelian-Foucauldian approach for doing normative international theory. Third, the insights drawn
from each approach are applied to the study of two key topics in contemporary theoretical debate:
the right to self-determination, and the idea of cosmopolitan democracy, and conclusions drawn for
transcending the theoretical deadlock in international relations. Accessibly written and
wide-ranging, this text will quickly become essential reading for all students and academics of
politics and international relations seeking a deeper understanding of the underlying tensions and
future potential of international theory today.
  international relations in political thought: International Relations and Political Philosophy
Martin Wight, 2022-02-10 This book collects works by the late Professor Martin Wight (1913-1972),
an historian and scholar of international relations. He conducted research on many topics, including
British colonial history, European studies, international institutions, and the history and sociology of
states-systems. He is nonetheless best known for his teaching about the political philosophy of
international relations at the London School of Economics (1949-1961) and the University of Sussex
(1961-1972). He is widely regarded as an intellectual ancestor and path-breaker of the 'English
School' of international relations, even though this term only gained currency nine years after his
death. While there is no generally accepted definition of the 'English School', it is usually construed
as signifying an approach to the study of international relations more rooted in historical and
humanistic learning than in the social sciences. Wight's achievements are consistent with this broad
definition. This volume includes works in four categories: (a) traditions of thinking about
international relations since the sixteenth century; (b) the causes and functions of war; (c)
international and regime legitimacy; and (d) fortune and irony in international politics. In addition to
classic essays such as 'Why Is There No International Theory?' and 'Western Values in International
Relations' that complement his posthumous 1991 book International Theory: The Three Traditions,
this volume includes previously unpublished works on international legitimacy and the causes of
war. Wight's analysis of legitimacy examines the evolution of thinking from dynastic to popular
approaches, while his work on the causes of war builds on Thucydides and Hobbes.
  international relations in political thought: Michael Oakeshott's Political Philosophy of
International Relations Davide Orsi, 2016-10-04 This book argues that Michael Oakeshott’s political
philosophy contributes to current debates in normative international theory and international
political theory on the historical, social, and moral dimension of international society. Davide Orsi
contends that the theory of civil association may be the ground for an understanding of international
society as a rule-based form of moral association constituted by customary international law. The
book also considers the role of evolving practices of morality in debates on international justice. Orsi
grounds this work on a study of Oakeshott’s philosophical arguments and compares the
Oakeshottian perspective to recent constructivist literature in International Relations.
  international relations in political thought: The Anti-Pelagian Imagination in Political
Theory and International Relations Nicholas Rengger, 2017-03-31 This volume draws together some
of the key works of Nicholas Rengger, focusing on the theme of the 'anti-Pelagian imagination' in
political theory and international relations. Rengger frames the collection with a detailed
introduction that sketches out this 'imagination', its origins and character, and puts the chapters
that follow into context with the work of other theorists, including Bull, Connolly, Gray, Strauss,
Elshtain and Kant. The volume concludes with an epilogue contrasting two different ways of reading
this sensibility and offering reasons for supposing one is preferable to the other. Updating and
expanding on ideas from work over the course of the last sixteen years, this collection will be of
great interest to students and scholars of international relations theory, political thought and
political philosophy.
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