ALPHA PHI ALPHA HISTORY

ALPHA PHI ALPHA HisToRY: THE LEGACY OF A PIONEERING BLACK GREEK-LETTER FRATERNITY

ALPHA PHI ALPHA HISTORY IS A STORY THAT REFLECTS RESILIENCE, LEADERSHIP, AND A COMMITMENT TO UPLIFTING AFRICAN
AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. FOUNDED DURING A TIME WHEN RACIAL SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION \WERE RAMPANT, ALPHA PHI
ALPHA EMERGED NOT ONLY AS A FRATERNITY BUT AS A BEACON OF HOPE AND EMPOWERMENT FOR BLACK COLLEGE MEN.
TRACING ITS ROOTS REVEALS MUCH ABOUT THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL STRUGGLES OF THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, AS WELL
AS THE FRATERNITY’S ENDURING IMPACT ON EDUCATION, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

THE ORIGINS OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INCORPORATED, CAME INTO EXISTENCE ON DECEMBER 4, 1906, AT CoRNELL UNIVERSITY IN
ITHACA, NEW YORK. IT HOLDS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE FIRST INTERCOLLEGIATE GREEK-LETTER FRATERNITY ESTABLISHED
FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN. THE FOUNDING OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA WAS A GROUNDBREAKING ACHIEVEMENT DURING AN ERA
MARKED BY RACIAL SEGREGATION AND EXCLUSION FROM MANY SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS.

FoUNDING FATHERS AND THEIR VISION

THE FRATERNITY WAS FOUNDED BY SEVEN REMARKABLE MEN, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE “SEVEN JEWELS”: HENRY ARTHUR
CaLLIs, CHARLES HeNRY CHAPMAN, EUGENE KINCKLE JONES, GEORGE BIDDLE KELLEY, NATHANIEL ALLISON MURRAY, ROBERT
HaroLD OGLE, AND VERTNER W/ OODSON TANDY. THESE FOUNDERS WERE NOT ONLY STUDENTS BUT ALSO VISIONARIES WHO
SOUGHT TO CREATE A SUPPORT SYSTEM WHERE BLACK MEN COULD THRIVE ACADEMICALLY AND SOCIALLY.

THEIR VISION WAS CLEAR: TO PROMOTE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS, AND FOSTER A SENSE OF
BROTHERHOOD AMONG AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN WHO WERE OFTEN MARGINALIZED ON PREDOMINANTLY WHITE CAMPUSES. THE
FOUNDERS' COMMITMENT TO SCHOLARSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR WHAT WOULD BECOME A
LIFELONG BROTHERHOOD.

EARLY CHALLENGES AND GROWTH

DURING THE EARLY ]QOOS, AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS FACED SIGNIFICANT OBSTACLES, INCLUDING LIMITED ACCESS TO
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES AND WIDESPREAD DISCRIMINATION. IN THIS CONTEXT, ALPHA PHI ALPHA PROVIDED MUCH-NEEDED
SOLIDARITY AND ENCOURAGEMENT.

ExPANDING BEYOND CORNELL

INITIALLY, ALPHA PHI ALPHA WAS A LOCAL FRATERNITY AT CORNELL. HOWEVER, BY 1907, IT BEGAN TO EXPAND TO OTHER
INSTITUTIONS. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BETA CHAPTER AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY IN W/ ASHINGTON, D.C., MARKED THE
FRATERNITY’S FIRST STEP TOWARD BECOMING A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. THIS EXPANSION WAS CRITICAL BECAUSE IT
ALLOWED THE FRATERNITY TO INFLUENCE A BROADER SPECTRUM OF BLACK COLLEGE MEN, PROMOTING UNITY AND SHARED
PURPOSE ACROSS DIFFERENT CAMPUSES.

IMPACT oF WoRLD WAR |

W/ ORLD W AR | PRESENTED BOTH CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALPHA PHI ALPHA. MANY MEMBERS SERVED IN THE
MILITARY, AND THEIR EXPERIENCES ABROAD INSPIRED A HEIGHTENED SENSE OF RACIAL PRIDE AND ACTIVISM UPON RETURNING HOME.



THE FRATERNITY’S EMPHASIS ON LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE BECAME EVEN MORE PRONOUNCED DURING THIS PERIOD, AS MEMBERS
SOUGHT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

ALPHA PHI ALPHA’s ROLE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

ONE OF THE MOST COMPELLING ASPECTS OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA HISTORY IS ITS DEEP INVOLVEMENT IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT. THE FRATERNITY HAS BEEN HOME TO SOME OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERS WHO HAVE
SHAPED THE QUEST FOR EQUALITY IN THE UNITED STATES.

NoTABLE MeMBERS WHO CHANGED HISTORY

ALPHA PHI ALPHA COUNTS AMONG ITS RANKS LUMINARIES SUCH AS DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JrR., THURGOOD MARSHALL, AND
W .E.B. Du Bols. EACH OF THESE MEN PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES IN ADVANCING CIVIL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

- ¥¥Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.¥*: AS A LEADER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, KING’S ADVOCACY FOR NONVIOLENT
PROTEST AND RACIAL EQUALITY WAS INFORMED BY THE PRINCIPLES OF BROTHERHOOD AND SERVICE CHAMPIONED BY ALPHA PHI
ALPHA.

- ¥**¥THURGOOD MARSHALL * *: BEFORE BECOMING THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN SUPREME COURT JUSTICE, MARSHALL WAS A
CIVIL RIGHTS LAW YER WHO FOUGHT SEGREGATION LAWS, INCLUDING IN THE LANDMARK BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION CASE.
- ¥¥\W/ .E.B. Du BoIis**: A FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE NAACP AND A PROMINENT INTELLECTUAL, DU BoIS EMPHASIZED THE
IMPORT ANCE OF EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP——VALUES THAT ALIGN CLOSELY WITH THE FRATERNITY’S MISSION.

ProGRAMS AND INITIATIVES FOCUSED oN SociAL CHANGE

BEYOND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS, ALPHA PHI ALPHA AS AN ORGANIZATION HAS CONSISTENTLY ENGAGED IN PROGRAMS AIMED AT
COMBATING RACIAL INJUSTICE. THE FRATERNITY’S COMMITMENT TO VOTER EDUCATION, ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT, AND YOUTH
MENTORING CONTINUES TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NATION.

ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION AND SCHOLARSHIP

EDUCATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN AT THE HEART OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S MISSION. FROM ITS INCEPTION, THE FRATERNITY HAS
PRIORITIZED ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND INTELLECTUAL GROWTH.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT

ALPHA PHI ALPHA PROVIDES NUMEROUS SCHOLARSHIPS TO HELP STUDENTS PURSUE HIGHER EDUCATION. THESE SCHOLARSHIPS
NOT ONLY EASE FINANCIAL BURDENS BUT ALSO ENCOURAGE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. THE FRATERNITY ALSO ORGANIZES
\WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, AND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES TO PREPARE MEMBERS FOR PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS.

ProMOTING STEM AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

IN RECENT YEARS, ALPHA PHI ALPHA HAS EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF STEM (SciencE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND
MATHEMATICS) EDUCATION, RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN REPRESENTATION IN THESE FIELDS. THROUGH
PARTNERSHIPS WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS, THE FRATERNITY PROMOTES INITIATIVES
THAT INSPIRE YOUNG MEN TO PURSUE CAREERS IN TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION.



THE SYMBOLISM AND TRADITIONS OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA

(UNDERSTANDING ALPHA PHI ALPHA HISTORY ALSO MEANS APPRECIATING THE RICH SYMBOLISM AND RITUALS THAT BIND ITS
MEMBERS. | HE FRATERNITY’S COLORS, MOTTO, AND EMBLEMS CARRY DEEP MEANING.

SyMBOLS AND THEIR MEANINGS

- ¥*¥CoLors**: BLACK AND OLD GOLD REPRESENT STRENGTH AND HIGH ACHIEVEMENT.

- ¥*¥MoTTO®*: “FIRST OF ALL, SERVANTS OF ALL, WE SHALL TRANSCEND ALL” ENCAPSULATES THE FRATERNITY’S
DEDICATION TO LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE.

- **THe GREAT SPHINX OF GIZA®¥: THE SPHINX SYMBOLIZES WISDOM, ENDURANCE, AND MYSTERY, REFLECTING THE
FRATERNITY’S INTELLECTUAL AND HISTORICAL ROOTS.

RITUALS AND BROTHERHOOD

THE FRATERNITY’S RITUALS ARE DESIGNED TO FOSTER A LIFELONG BOND AMONG MEMBERS. INITIATION CEREMONIES, CHAPTER
MEETINGS, AND SOCIAL EVENTS EMPHASIZE VALUES SUCH AS LOYALTY, INTEGRITY, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE. THESE
TRADITIONS HELP MAINTAIN A STRONG SENSE OF IDENTITY AND PURPOSE AMONG BROTHERS, EVEN DECADES AFTER THEIR COLLEGE
YEARS.

ALPHA PHI ALPHA IN CONTEMPORARY TIMES

TobAy, ALPHA PHI ALPHA CONTINUES TO BE A POWERFUL FORCE IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY AND BEYOND. W/ITH
oVEr 290,000 MemBERS AND MORE THAN 700 ACTIVE CHAPTERS WORLDW!IDE, THE FRATERNITY’S REACH AND INFLUENCE ARE
SUBSTANTIAL.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ADVOCACY

MoDERN ALPHA PHI ALPHA CHAPTERS ENGAGE IN A WIDE RANGE OF COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS, INCLUDING EDUCATIONAL
OUTREACH, HEALTH AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS. THE FRATERNITY’S FOCUS ON SOCIAL
JUSTICE REMAINS UNWAVERING, WITH INITIATIVES DESIGNED TO ADDRESS SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES.

NETWORKING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

MEMBERSHIP IN ALPHA PHI ALPHA ALSO OFFERS LIFELONG NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES. THE FRATERNITY HOSTS CONVENTIONS,
LEADERSHIP SUMMITS, AND CAREER FAIRS, HELPING MEMBERS CONNECT PROFESSIONALLY AND SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER’S GROWTH.

LESSONS FROM ALPHA PHI ALPHA HiISTORY

REFLECTING ON THE FRATERNITY’S RICH HISTORY OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE POWER OF UNITY, RESILIENCE, AND
PURPOSE. ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S JOURNEY UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF CREATING SUPPORTIVE SPACES THAT NURTURE
LEADERSHIP AND PROMOTE SOCIAL CHANGE. FOR YOUNG MEN CONSIDERING JOINING THE FRATERNITY, UNDERSTANDING THIS
LEGACY CAN PROVIDE INSPIRATION AND A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO CARRY FORWARD ITS TRADITIONS.

W/HETHER THROUGH ITS NOTABLE ALUMNI, COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION, OR ACTIVISM, ALPHA PHI ALPHA HISTORY IS A



TESTAMENT TO WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVED WHEN INDIVIDUALS COME TOGETHER TO UPLIFT THEIR COMMUNITIES WITH COURAGE AND
CONVICTION. THE FRATERNITY’S STORY IS FAR FROM STATIC—IT CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, ADAPT, AND INSPIRE NEW
GENERATIONS OF LEADERS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\X/HEN AND WHERE WAS ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY FOUNDED?

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY WAS FOUNDED ON DECEMBER 4, 1906, AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY IN ITHACA, NEW Y ORK.

\¥/HO WERE THE FOUNDERS OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA?

THE FOUNDERS OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA, KNOWN AS THE ‘SEVEN JEWELS,” WERE HENRY ARTHUR CALLIS, CHARLES HENRY
CHAPMAN, EUGENE KINCKLE JONES, GEORGE BIDDLE KELLEY, NATHANIEL ALLISON MURRAY, ROBERT HAROLD OGLE, AND
VERTNER W/ OODSON TANDY.

\WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY?

ALPHA PHI ALPHA WAS ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS
FACING RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND TO PROMOTE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, LEADERSHIP, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE.

How pip ALPHA PHI ALPHA CONTRIBUTE TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT?

ALPHA PHI ALPHA PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT BY PROMOTING SOCIAL JUSTICE, PRODUCING
INFLUENTIAL LEADERS LIKE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KINGJR., AND SUPPORTING INITIATIVES AIMED AT ACHIEVING RACIAL EQUALITY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA'S MOTTO?

ALPHA PHI ALPHA's MOTTO IS ‘FIRST OF ALL, SERVANTS OF ALL, WE SHALL TRANSCEND ALL," WHICH REFLECTS THE
FRATERNITY'S COMMITMENT TO LEADERSHIP, SERVICE, AND EXCELLENCE.

HAS ALPHA PHI ALPHA BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY NOTABLE PROGRAMS OR INITIATIVES?

YES, ALPHA PHI ALPHA HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN SEVERAL PROGRAMS SUCH AS ‘Go-To-HigH-ScHooL, Go-To-CoLLEGE,’
MENTORING YOUNG AFRICAN AMERICAN MALES, AND THE MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr. NATIONAL MEMORIAL PROJECT.

How HAS ALPHA PHI ALPHA EVOLVED SINCE ITS FOUNDING?

SINCE ITS FOUNDING, ALPHA PHI ALPHA HAS GROWN INTO A PROMINENT INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY WITH CHAPTERS ACROSS
THE UNITED STATES AND AROUND THE WORLD, EXPANDING ITS FOCUS TO INCLUDE A WIDE RANGE OF SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL,
AND POLITICAL INITIATIVES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ALPHA PHI ALPHA HisTorY: A Deep DIVE INTO THE LEGACY OF THE FIRST BLACK FRATERNITY

ALPHA PHI ALPHA HISTORY TRACES THE ORIGINS AND EVOLUTION OF ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL AFRICAN AMERICAN
COLLEGIATE FRATERNITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. FOUNDED IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, ITS RICH HERITAGE SPEAKS VOLUMES
ABOUT THE SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND POLITICAL IMPACT IT HAS HAD OVER THE DECADES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE
FRATERNITY’S INCEPTION, KEY MILESTONES, AND ONGOING CONTRIBUTIONS, OFFERING A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW THAT
HIGHLIGHTS ITS ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN BOTH THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY AND THE BROADER LANDSCAPE OF
AMERICAN HIGHER EDUCATION.



ORIGINS AND FOUNDING OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA

THE GENESIS OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA DATES BACK TO DECEMBER 4, 1906, AT CoRNELL UNIVERSITY IN ITHACA, NEW YORK. AT
A TIME WHEN AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS FACED SYSTEMIC RACISM AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION, SEVEN PIONEERING MEN—KNOWN
AS THE “SEVEN JEWELS”—CAME TOGETHER TO CREATE A BROTHERHOOD THAT WOULD FOSTER ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE,
LEADERSHIP, AND SOCIAL ADVOCACY. THESE FOUNDERS WERE HENRY ARTHUR CALLIS, CHARLES HENRY CHAPMAN, EUGENE
KINCKLE JONES, GEORGE BIDDLE KELLEY, NATHANIEL ALLISON MURRAY, ROBERT HAROLD OGLE, AND VERTNER W/ OODSON
TANDY.

UNLIKE MANY FRATERNITIES THAT EMERGED PRIMARILY AS SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS, ALPHA PHI ALPHA WAS ESTABLISHED WITH
A MISSION DEEPLY ROOTED IN ADDRESSING THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS IN PREDOMINANTLY
WHITE INSTITUTIONS. THE FRATERNITY SOUGHT TO PROVIDE A SUPPORT NETWORK THAT EMPHASIZED SCHOLARSHIP, SERVICE,
AND THE CULTIVATION OF LEADERSHIP SKILLS.

THe SociAL CLIMATE AND MOTIVATION BEHIND THE FOUNDING

DURING THE EARLY ]QOOSI AFRICAN AMERICANS ENCOUNTERED PERVASIVE DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, AND
PUBLIC LIFE. SEGREGATION ANDJIM CROW LAWS SEVERELY LIMITED OPPORTUNITIES. AGAINST THIS BACKDROP, THE FOUNDERS
OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA RECOGNIZED THE URGENT NEED FOR A STRUCTURED ORGANIZATION THAT COULD EMPOWER BLACK
STUDENTS INTELLECTUALLY AND SOCIALLY. THE FRATERNITY WAS CONCEIVED AS A VEHICLE NOT ONLY FOR PERSONAL
ADVANCEMENT BUT ALSO FOR COLLECTIVE PROGRESS WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

ALPHA PHI ALPHA’s GROWTH AND NATIONAL EXPANSION

FOLLOWING ITS FOUNDING, ALPHA PHI ALPHA QUICKLY EXPANDED BEYOND CORNELL, ESTABLISHING CHAPTERS AT OTHER
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES (HBCUS) AND PREDOMINANTLY WHITE INSTITUTIONS. THE FRATERNITY’S
FIRST CHAPTER OUTSIDE CORNELL WAS AT HOoWARD UNIVERSITY IN W ASHINGTON, D.C., FOUNDED IN 1907. THIS EXPANSION
SIGNALED THE FRATERNITY’S COMMITMENT TO CREATING A WIDESPREAD NETWORK OF AFRICAN AMERICAN COLLEGIATE LEADERS.

By THe 1920s ano 1930s, ALPHA PHI ALPHA HAD EVOLVED INTO A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION WITH CHAPTERS ACROSS THE
UNITED STATES. THIS GROWTH ALIGNED WITH THE BROADER HARLEM RENAISSANCE AND THE RISE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
POLITICAL ACTIVISM, POSITIONING THE FRATERNITY AS A KEY PLAYER IN ADVOCATING CIVIL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

ConTrIBUTIONS TO CIVIL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S HISTORY IS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. |TS MEMBERS
HAVE INCLUDED PROMINENT LEADERS SUCH AS DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr., THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE LAUREATE AND ICONIC CIVIL
RIGHTS FIGURE. THE FRATERNITY HAS CONSISTENTLY CHAMPIONED CAUSES RELATED TO RACIAL EQUALITY, VOTER
REGISTRATION, AND EDUCATIONAL ACCESS.

ONE NOTABLE INITIATIVE IS THE “GO-To-HIGH-ScHooL, Go-To-COLLEGE” CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED IN THE 1920s, WHICH
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORT ANCE OF EDUCATION WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES AT A TIME WHEN SYSTEMIC BARRIERS
SOUGHT TO LIMIT ACADEMIC ATTAINMENT. THIS PROGRAM REMAINS A CORNERSTONE OF THE FRATERNITY’S COMMUNITY SERVICE
EFFORTS.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND TRADITIONS

ALPHA PHI ALPHA OPERATES UNDER A STRUCTURED NATIONAL ORGANIZATION GOVERNED BY ELECTED OFFICIALS AND A BOARD
OF DIRECTORS. ITS CHAPTERS, OFTEN LOCATED AT UNIVERSITIES AND WITHIN METROPOLITAN AREAS, FUNCTION AS LOCAL



UNITS THAT CARRY OUT THE FRATERNITY’S MISSION THROUGH PROGRAMS AND EVENTS.

SyMBOLS AND RITUALS

THE FRATERNITY IS RICH IN SYMBOLISM, WITH ITS COLORS—BLACK AND OLD GOLD——REFLECTING DIGNITY AND HIGH
ACHIEVEMENT. THE GREAT SPHINX OF GIZA SERVES AS THE FRATERNITY’S EMBLEM, SYMBOLIZING STRENGTH, WISDOM, AND THE
ENDURING NATURE OF ITS VALUES. RITUALS AND CEREMONIES, INCLUDING INITIATION RITES, ARE DESIGNED TO INSTILL A SENSE OF
BROTHERHOOD AND COMMITMENT TO SERVICE.

MEMBERSHIP AND ELIGIBILITY

MEMBERSHIP IN ALPHA PHI ALPHA IS TRADITIONALLY OPEN TO MALE COLLEGE STUDENTS WHO DEMONSTRATE ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE, LEADERSHIP POTENTIAL, AND A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY SERVICE. OVER TIME, THE FRATERNITY HAS ALSO
ESTABLISHED ALUMNI CHAPTERS THAT ENGAGE GRADUATES IN LIFELONG FRATERNITY ACTIVITIES AND MENTORSHIP.

ALPHA PHI ALPHA IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

TODAY, ALPHA PHI ALPHA STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO OVER A CENTURY OF PROGRESS AND RESILIENCE. THE FRATERNITY’S
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES PROFESSIONALS, EDUCATORS, ACTIVISTS, AND LEADERS ACROSS DIVERSE FIELDS. ITS PROGRAMS
CONTINUE TO FOCUS ON EDUCATION, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT.

EbucAaTiONAL AND COMMUNITY IMPACT

ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS HAVE AW ARDED MILLIONS OF DOLLARS TO AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS
PURSUING HIGHER EDUCATION. |TS COMMUNITY INITIATIVES OFTEN ADDRESS ISSUES SUCH AS LITERACY, MENTAL HEALTH
AW ARENESS, AND VOTER ENGAGEMENT, REFLECTING AN ADAPTIVE APPROACH TO CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS

LIKE MANY LONG-STANDING ORGANIZATIONS, ALPHA PHI ALPHA HAS FACED INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL CHALLENGES. ISSUES
RELATED TO HAZING, PUBLIC PERCEPTION, AND THE NEED TO MODERNIZE PRACTICES HAVE PROMPTED ONGOING DEBATES WITHIN
THE FRATERNITY AND AMONG OBSERVERS. THE ORGANIZATION’S ABILITY TO NAVIGATE THESE CHALLENGES WHILE MAINTAINING
ITS CORE MISSION IS CRITICAL TO ITS FUTURE RELEV ANCE.

NoTABLE MEMBERS AND THEIR INFLUENCE

ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S LEGACY IS AMPLIFIED BY ITS DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS, WHOSE ACHIEVEMENTS SPAN CIVIL RIGHTS, POLITICS,
ARTS, AND SCIENCES. BEYOND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., OTHER INFLUENTIAL MEMBERS INCLUDE [HURGOOD MARSHALL, THE
FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN SUPREME COURT JusTICE; W .E.B. Du Bois, A co-FOUNDER oF THE NAACP; AND CHARLES DREW/, A
PIONEERING PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.

THESE FIGURES UNDERSCORE HOW THE FRATERNITY HAS SERVED AS A CRUCIBLE FOR LEADERSHIP AND SOCIAL CHANGE, IMPACTING
AMERICAN SOCIETY IN PROFOUND WAYS.



LeGAcCY IN PopuLAR CULTURE AND EDUCATION

THE FRATERNITY’S INFLUENCE EXTENDS INTO POPULAR CULTURE, WITH REFERENCES IN LITERATURE, FILM, AND MUSIC.
ADDITIONALLY, ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S HISTORICAL ARCHIVES AND MUSEUM EXHIBITS CONTRIBUTE TO SCHOLARSHIP ON AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY AND FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS.

THE FRATERNITY’S EDUCATIONAL ROLE IS ALSO EVIDENT IN ITS PARTNERSHIPS WITH SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS,
REINFORCING ITS FOUNDATIONAL EMPHASIS ON ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT.

ALPHA PHI ALPHA’S HISTORY IS A NARRATIVE OF PERSEVERANCE, LEADERSHIP, AND COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL PROGRESS. AsIT
CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE FRATERNITY REMAINS A CRITICAL INSTITUTION WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE AND THE
BROADER AMERICAN COLLEGIATE EXPERIENCE. | TS STORY OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO HOW ORGANIZED COMMUNITIES CAN
FOSTER RESILIENCE AND DRIVE CHANGE OVER GENERATIONS.

Alpha Phi Alpha History
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alpha phi alpha history: Alpha Phi Alpha Gregory S. Parks, 2012-01-27 On December 4, 1906,
on Cornell University's campus, seven black men founded one of the greatest and most enduring
organizations in American history. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. has brought together and shaped
such esteemed men as Martin Luther King Jr., Cornel West, Thurgood Marshall, Wes Moore, W. E. B.
DuBois, Roland Martin, and Paul Robeson. Born in the shadow of slavery and on the lap of
disenfranchisement, Alpha Phi Alpha—like other black Greek-letter organizations—was founded to
instill a spirit of high academic achievement and intellectualism, foster meaningful and lifelong ties,
and racially uplift those brothers who would be initiated into its ranks. In Alpha Phi Alpha, Gregory
S. Parks, Stefan M. Bradley, and other contributing authors analyze the fraternity and its members'
fidelity to the founding precepts set forth in 1906. They discuss the identity established by the
fraternity at its inception, the challenges of protecting the image and brand, and how the
organization can identify and train future Alpha men to uphold the standards of an outstanding
African American fraternity. Drawing on organizational identity theory and a diverse array of
methodologies, the authors raise and answer questions that are relevant not only to Alpha Phi Alpha
but to all black Greek-letter organizations.

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Charles Harris Wesley, 1969

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Paul E. Brown, Lopez D. Matthews,
Frederick Nickens, 2017-03-11 Although organized in 1932, the history of the Eastern Region of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity can be traced to the beginnings of the Fraternity. The region, also known
as AlphaEast, is home to some of the oldest chapters in the fraternity. Founded December 4, 1906,
the fraternity's first chapter, Alpha, is seated in Ithaca, New York at Cornell University. Comprising
over 18,500 brothers, the Eastern Region of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity has become a shining
example of what is known as the work of Alpha. Chapters within the region have supported
community groups, provided scholarships to African American youth, and created non-profit
organizations to support the community. The region comprises seven districts that cover eleven
states - Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Virginia - Washington D.C., and the international areas of
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Bermuda, Germany, Liberia, South Africa and the United Kingdom (London). The members of the
region have founded organizations and universities. They have changed the course of African
American history through their work in the Civil Rights movement. Members have made lasting
contributions to the fabric of the fraternity and the nation. Brothers like Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., and Charles Hamilton Houston made great strides in the arena of Civil
Rights. Brothers like Brother Lutrelle Fleming Palmer, Dr. Freeman Hrabowski, and Samuel Myers,
Sr. have made great contributions to the field of education. Through the various chapter foundations
which have been established, the brothers and chapters within the region have left their mark on
local communities. AlphaEast has truly lived up to its motto, First of All, Leading the Way.

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Robert L. Harris, 2014

alpha phi alpha history: Jewels Darrius Jerome Gourdine, 2006-06-24 Explore the planning
and founding of the literary society that would one day become Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. This is a
fascinating novel about seven of the greatest contributors to African American collegiate and
graduate life...-- P. [4] of cover.

alpha phi alpha history: A History of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. in Illinois Charles Smoot,
2018-04-07 On an ice cold Monday in February of 1910, six men would continue a tradition begun in
Ithaca, New York and brought Alpha Phi Alpha to the state of Illinois.This volume seeks to shed a
light on the accomplishments of the brothers, chapters and structure that has helped Alpha Phi
Alpha continue to be one of the most influential African American organizations in the world.

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Charles Harris Wesley, 1996

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Charles Harris Wesley, Robert L.
Harris, 2012

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Xi Gamma Chapter Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc
Jamal R. A. Rasheed, 2019 The History of Xi Gamma Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity provides
information on how the chapter was started and how its mirrors the founding of the fraternity.

alpha phi alpha history: As Alpha South Goes...So Goes Alpha Herman "Skip." Mason, 1995

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Delta Lambda Chapter Ronald a Mills
Sr, Joseph T Durham Ed D, Jr Ph D Lopez D Matthews, 2019-05-23 Delta Lambda Chapter was born
during a particularly active period in American history, which saw African Americans increasingly
active in the struggle for civil rights. The black middle class saw their fortunes slowly rise even in
the face of extreme racism and prejudice. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity was beginning to connect
brothers who finished college but wanted to remain active with their fraternity; they joined what
became known as graduate chapters (now alumni chapters).It was in the spirit of fraternity that
Delta Lambda chapter was born on May 23, 1919. The charter members chose to form a chapter to
build a closer bond between brothers in the city. With the motto, Watch Us Grow, in their statement
to the fraternity, the men announced that they felt the 'call' of closer union and wanted to develop a
better understanding and organization amongst the brothers in the city. The trailblazers of Delta
Lambda were Brothers William Norman Bishop, Simeon Saunders Booker, Heyward Elbert Caldwell,
Raymond Tunstall Carpenter, Reverend Beal Elliott, Walter Benjamin Garvin, James Henry Hilburn,
James Jay Garland McRae, Carl James Murphy, Louis Hezekiah Russell, and Joseph Lincoln
Shelton.For two consecutive years, 1999 - 2000, Delta Lambda was chosen as the Eastern Region's
Chapter of the Year and represented the Eastern Region at both the Dallas and Atlanta General
Conventions. The Chapter won the Atlanta competition in 2000, thus being named the Millennium
Alumni Chapter of the Year. Today, the roster of Delta Lambda is equally star-studded. Among our
ranks are physicians, ministers, public servants, school teachers and administrators, lawyers,
dentists, entrepreneurs, college professors and administrators, and retired personnel from many
areas of community life. This volume of the fraternal history of Alpha Phi Alpha delves into the
history Delta Lambda Chapter of and the biographies of its charter members and, presidents and
noteworthy members.

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Lopez D. Matthews, Jr., Ronald
Anthony Mills, Sr., Joseph T. Durham, 2019-05



alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Charles Harris Wesley, 1961

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Charles Harris Wesley, 1929

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Fraternity, 1872-1922 Alpha Phi, 1923

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Charles Harris Wesley, 1935

alpha phi alpha history: The Standard Darrius Gourdine, 2025-04-17 The History of the Zeta
Alpha Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, seated at the University of Missouri. The charter
members (Pearls) dared to be great and created a legacy of leadership on campus that still stands
strong today. The Columns behind them are the historic remains of Academic Hall, symbolizing
resilience and perseverance after the building's destruction. Like the Columns, the brotherhood of
the Zeta Alpha chapter endures.

alpha phi alpha history: Alpha Phi Alpha Unauthorized History Wiggins, 2014-06-19 Alpha Phi
Alpha Unauthorized History Quiz and Test Book based on historical and traditional facts.

alpha phi alpha history: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Charles Harris Wesley, 1979

alpha phi alpha history: The Divine Nine Lawrence C. Ross, 2019-08-27 This comprehensive
history of African American fraternities and sororities celebrates the spirit of Black Excellence in
higher education that has produced American leaders in politics, sports, arts, and culture such as
Kamala Harris, Colin Kaepernick, Michael Jordan, Thurgood Marshall, and Toni Morrison, and is
sure to be a treasured resource for generations to come. America’s Black fraternities and sororities
are a unique and vital part of 20th century African American history, providing young black
achievers with opportunities to support each other while they serve their communities and the
nation. From pioneering work in the suffragette movement to extraordinary strides during the Civil
Rights era to life-changing inner-city mentoring programs, members of these organizations share a
proud tradition of brotherhood, sisterhood, and service. Today, America’s nine black fraternities and
sororities are millions of members strong with chapters at HBCUs, Ivy League Schools, and colleges
across the nation including Stanford University, Howard University, and the University of Chicago.
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