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Between the Testaments from Malachi to Matthew: Exploring the Silent Years of Scripture

Between the testaments from malachi to matthew lies a fascinating and often overlooked
period in biblical history. This era, sometimes called the Intertestamental Period or the Silent Years,
bridges the gap between the Old and New Testaments. While the last book of the Old Testament,
Malachi, concludes with prophecies and exhortations to a returning Israel, the Gospel of Matthew
opens the New Testament with the birth of Jesus Christ and the beginning of the Christian story. But
what happened in the centuries between these two pivotal books? Understanding this era enriches
our grasp of the cultural, religious, and political context that shaped the world into which Jesus was
born.

The Intertestamental Period: A Time of Transition and
Transformation

The time between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew spans roughly 400 years, often described
as a "silent" period because it lacks prophetic writings like those found in the Old Testament.
However, "silent" can be misleading—this was a time of intense activity, change, and development
that set the stage for the New Testament.

Historical and Political Developments

During these centuries, the Jewish people experienced major political upheavals. After Malachi’s time,
the Persian Empire still governed Judea, but soon Alexander the Great’s conquests brought Hellenistic
influence sweeping through the region. The Greek language and culture began to permeate Jewish
society, leading to cultural exchanges and tensions.

Following Alexander’s death, his empire was divided, and Judea fell under the control of the Seleucid
Empire. The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes famously attempted to impose Hellenistic religion
and culture on the Jewish people, leading to the Maccabean Revolt (167–160 BCE). This revolt was a
significant moment of Jewish resistance and religious reformation, detailed in the books of
Maccabees, which though not canonical in all Christian traditions, provide valuable insight into this
era.

Eventually, the Roman Empire asserted dominance over Judea, turning it into a client kingdom and
later a province. By the time of Matthew’s Gospel, the Romans, under Herod the Great and his
successors, controlled the region, influencing its political and social landscape.



Religious Developments and Jewish Sects

Religious life evolved dramatically between Malachi and Matthew. With the prophetic voice seemingly
silent, the Jewish people turned increasingly to the Torah and oral traditions for guidance, which led to
the rise of various religious groups and sects:

Pharisees: Known for their strict adherence to the Law and oral traditions, they emphasized
purity, prayer, and synagogue worship.

Sadducees: A priestly, aristocratic group holding power in the Temple, they accepted only the
written Torah and rejected beliefs in resurrection.

Essenes: A separatist community focused on purity and apocalyptic expectations, possibly
connected to the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Zealots: A militant group committed to overthrowing Roman rule through force.

These groups shaped Jewish thought and expectations, especially about the coming Messiah, a figure
many hoped would liberate Israel from foreign oppression.

The Influence of Hellenism and the Septuagint

One of the most significant developments between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew was the
spread of Hellenism—Greek language, culture, and philosophy—which profoundly impacted Jewish
life. Greek became the lingua franca of the eastern Mediterranean, making it the common language
for many Jews, especially in the diaspora.

The Septuagint: Bridging Language and Culture

To accommodate Greek-speaking Jews, the Hebrew Scriptures were translated into Greek in a version
known as the Septuagint (LXX). This translation was pivotal because it made the Scriptures accessible
beyond Hebrew-speaking communities and influenced the writers of the New Testament, who often
quoted from the Septuagint.

The Septuagint also included some books not found in the Hebrew canon, known today as the
Apocrypha or Deuterocanonical books. These writings provide additional historical and religious
insights into this period and reflect the diversity of Jewish thought.

Philosophical and Cultural Exchanges

Greek philosophy and religious ideas mingled with Jewish beliefs, sometimes creating tension but also
fostering new perspectives. Concepts like the immortality of the soul, the nature of angels and



demons, and ideas about the afterlife became more developed during this time, influencing both
Jewish and early Christian theology.

Messianic Expectations and Prophecies

Between Malachi and Matthew, Jewish hopes for a Messiah intensified, shaped by centuries of
hardship and foreign domination. Prophetic expectations evolved from a political liberator—a king in
the line of David—to include spiritual deliverance and cosmic restoration.

Apocalyptic Literature and Hope

Apocalyptic writings flourished during this period, offering visions of God’s ultimate intervention in
history. Books like Daniel and later pseudepigraphal texts (e.g., 1 Enoch, 2 Esdras) depict cosmic
battles, resurrection of the dead, and God’s final judgment. These themes influenced early Christian
thought and the New Testament’s depiction of Jesus as the Messiah who fulfills these hopes.

The Role of John the Baptist

By the time we reach Matthew’s Gospel, figures like John the Baptist emerge as forerunners preparing
the way for the Messiah. John’s call to repentance echoes the prophetic tradition of Malachi but is now
set within a world primed by centuries of expectation and longing for divine intervention.

Why Understanding the Period Between Malachi and
Matthew Matters

Studying the period between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew helps us appreciate the rich
background into which Jesus was born. It clarifies why certain themes—like the Messiah, resurrection,
and the kingdom of God—were so powerful and resonant for Jesus’ contemporaries.

Practical Insights for Readers Today

- Recognize the continuity between Old and New Testament teachings, seeing the New Testament not
as a sudden break but as a fulfillment of long-standing hopes.
- Understand the diversity within Judaism during Jesus’ time to better grasp the social and religious
dynamics of the Gospels.
- Appreciate the historical context that informs biblical narratives, making scripture study more
meaningful and nuanced.



Bridging the Gap: From Prophecy to Fulfillment

The silence between Malachi and Matthew was not empty; it was a time of preparation and
transformation. The political upheavals, religious developments, and cultural shifts laid the
groundwork for the arrival of Jesus. When Matthew begins his account, he is writing to a world already
shaped by centuries of expectation, making his message all the more powerful.

Exploring the period between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew reveals a vibrant, dynamic
chapter in biblical history—one that invites us to see God’s unfolding plan through the lens of time,
culture, and faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What historical period does 'Between the Testaments' refer
to?
'Between the Testaments' refers to the intertestamental period, the roughly 400 years between the
writing of the last Old Testament book, Malachi, and the first New Testament book, Matthew.

Why is the period between Malachi and Matthew important
for understanding the New Testament?
This period sets the historical, cultural, and religious context for the New Testament. Developments in
Jewish thought, politics, and expectations of the Messiah during this time profoundly influenced the
environment into which Jesus was born.

What major empires controlled the region during the
intertestamental period?
The region was controlled successively by the Persian Empire, Alexander the Great’s Greek Empire,
the Seleucid Empire, the Ptolemaic Kingdom, and finally the Roman Empire by the time of Matthew.

What are the Apocrypha and how do they relate to the
intertestamental period?
The Apocrypha are a set of Jewish writings composed during the intertestamental period that are not
included in the Hebrew Bible but are part of some Christian Old Testament canons, providing insight
into Jewish thought and history of that time.

How did Jewish religious life change between Malachi and
Matthew?
Jewish religious life saw the rise of various sects such as the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and
Zealots, each with distinct beliefs and practices that shaped the social and religious landscape of the
New Testament era.



What role did the concept of the Messiah develop during the
intertestamental period?
Messianic expectations evolved significantly, with many Jews anticipating a political and military
leader who would restore Israel's independence, influencing how Jesus' life and mission were
understood.

Are there any significant prophetic writings from the
intertestamental period?
While no canonical prophetic books were written during this time, various pseudepigraphal writings
such as 1 Enoch contain apocalyptic prophecies that influenced later Jewish and Christian thought.

How did Hellenistic culture affect Jewish society between
Malachi and Matthew?
Hellenistic culture introduced Greek language, philosophy, and customs, which led to cultural
syncretism and tensions within Jewish communities regarding the preservation of their identity and
traditions.

What significant events happened during this period that
shaped Judaism?
Key events include the Maccabean Revolt, the establishment of the Hasmonean dynasty, the Roman
conquest of Judea, and the rebuilding and expansion of the Second Temple, all of which influenced
Jewish religious and political life.

How does understanding the intertestamental period help in
interpreting the Gospel of Matthew?
Understanding this period helps readers grasp the Messianic expectations, religious diversity, and
political conditions that shaped the narrative and themes in Matthew, clarifying references and the
significance of Jesus' ministry.

Additional Resources
Between the Testaments from Malachi to Matthew: Exploring the Intertestamental Period

Between the testaments from malachi to matthew lies a fascinating yet often overlooked
chapter in biblical history known as the Intertestamental Period. This era, spanning roughly four
centuries, bridges the gap between the prophetic writings of Malachi—the last book of the Old
Testament—and the opening narratives of the New Testament found in Matthew. Despite its absence
from the canonical scriptures, understanding this epoch is crucial for comprehending the socio-
political, religious, and cultural transformations that set the stage for the advent of Christianity.



Understanding the Intertestamental Period

The phrase "between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew" commonly refers to the approximate
400 years between the close of the Old Testament prophetic era and the beginning of the New
Testament narrative. This time frame, often called the "Silent Years," is characterized by a lack of
direct prophetic revelation and biblical writing, yet it was a period rich in historical developments,
religious evolution, and cultural shifts that profoundly influenced the context in which Jesus and the
early church emerged.

Historical Context: From Persian to Roman Rule

Following the last prophetic utterances in Malachi, the Jewish people experienced significant political
upheaval. Initially under Persian dominion, they later encountered the conquests of Alexander the
Great in the 4th century BCE, ushering in the Hellenistic era. The spread of Greek culture and
language, known as Hellenization, deeply impacted Jewish society, leading to tensions between
traditional religious practices and new cultural influences.

Subsequently, the region fell under Roman control, bringing further complexity. Roman governance
introduced new administrative systems, infrastructures, and political dynamics. This tumultuous
backdrop is essential for understanding the diverse religious movements and messianic expectations
prevalent by the time of Matthew’s Gospel.

Religious Developments and Diverse Sects

Between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew, Jewish religious life underwent significant
transformation. The destruction of the First Temple was a distant memory, but the Second Temple
still stood, becoming a focal point for religious activity. However, this period saw the emergence of
various sects and schools of thought, each with differing interpretations of the Law and messianic
hopes.

Pharisees: Emphasizing strict adherence to the Torah and oral traditions, Pharisees sought to
adapt Jewish law to daily life, fostering a form of Judaism accessible to the common people.

Sadducees: Composed largely of priestly and aristocratic families, Sadducees maintained a
more conservative stance, rejecting oral traditions and focusing on the written Torah.

Essenes: A separatist and ascetic group, the Essenes are often associated with the Dead Sea
Scrolls and a strict communal lifestyle awaiting divine intervention.

Zealots: A militant faction opposing Roman rule, the Zealots embodied the revolutionary spirit
that occasionally erupted into open rebellion.

These groups illustrate the religious diversity that colored Jewish life between the testaments from
Malachi to Matthew, shaping the spiritual environment into which Jesus was born.



The Role of Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphal Literature

Since the intertestamental period lacks canonical biblical writings, much of what is known about this
era derives from apocryphal and pseudepigraphal texts—writings produced during this time but not
included in the Jewish or Protestant biblical canons. Books such as 1 and 2 Maccabees, Tobit, Judith,
and the Wisdom of Solomon offer insights into the religious sentiments, historical events, and ethical
teachings of the period.

These texts reveal the struggles and hopes of Jewish communities under foreign domination. For
instance, the Maccabean Revolt, a pivotal event documented in 1 Maccabees, reflects Jewish
resistance against Hellenistic imposition and the desire to restore religious purity and political
autonomy.

Messianic Expectations and Prophecies

One of the most significant features of the intertestamental period is the heightening of messianic
anticipation. The Jewish people, enduring oppression and longing for deliverance, developed various
expectations about a coming Messiah—a divinely anointed leader who would restore Israel's fortunes.

Between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew, these expectations diversified:

Political Messiah: A kingly figure who would overthrow foreign rulers and establish a1.
sovereign Israel.

Priestly Messiah: A spiritual leader who would purify the temple and religious practices.2.

Suffering Servant: Emerging in some texts, this concept anticipated a Messiah who would3.
suffer for the people’s sins.

These varied messianic concepts provided a complex backdrop for the arrival of Jesus and influenced
the reception of his ministry, as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.

Language, Culture, and the Spread of Judaism

During the intertestamental period, language and culture played pivotal roles in shaping Jewish
identity. Greek became the lingua franca, facilitating communication across the Hellenistic world and
influencing Jewish thought. The translation of Hebrew scriptures into Greek—the Septuagint—was
completed during this era, making Jewish scriptures accessible to a broader audience and later
influencing Christian scripture.

Additionally, the diaspora communities flourished, spreading Jewish beliefs and customs throughout
the Mediterranean. This dispersion impacted the cultural diversity encountered in the New Testament,
including in Matthew’s gospel, which addresses both Jewish and Gentile audiences.



Bridging the Gap: The Impact on New Testament
Writings

The period between the testaments from Malachi to Matthew is not just a historical footnote but a
critical foundation for understanding the New Testament environment. The social unrest, religious
diversity, and messianic expectations shaped the narratives and teachings found in Matthew and
other gospels.

Matthew’s Connection to Jewish Tradition

The Gospel of Matthew is distinctive in its strong Jewish orientation. It frequently references Old
Testament prophecies, highlighting Jesus as the fulfillment of messianic hopes cultivated during the
intertestamental period. Understanding the religious landscape between Malachi and Matthew reveals
why Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ role as a teacher and lawgiver, akin to Moses, and why he addresses
Jewish audiences familiar with the cultural tensions inherited from this era.

Historical Events Leading to the Birth of Jesus

Events such as the Maccabean Revolt, Roman occupation, and the rise of Herodian rulers form the
political context for the nativity and early life of Jesus. The intertestamental period’s legacy of foreign
domination, religious factionalism, and cultural synthesis directly influenced the conditions under
which Jesus began his ministry.

Influence on Early Christian Thought

The theological developments during the intertestamental years, including concepts of resurrection,
angels, and the afterlife, permeate New Testament writings. These ideas, absent or less developed in
earlier Jewish scripture, show the evolution of religious thought that occurred between Malachi and
Matthew and beyond.

Conclusion: Appreciating the Silent Centuries

Though often labeled "silent," the centuries between Malachi and Matthew were anything but
inactive. The intertestamental period was a dynamic epoch of cultural exchange, political upheaval,
and religious ferment. Recognizing the significance of this era enriches biblical scholarship and
deepens understanding of the New Testament’s origins. For scholars, theologians, and readers
interested in the full scope of biblical history, exploring the time between the testaments from
Malachi to Matthew is indispensable for a nuanced grasp of the spiritual and historical forces that
culminated in the birth of Christianity.
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