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brief account of the devastation of the indies reveals one of the most tragic and
transformative chapters in the history of the Americas. This phrase often refers to the
catastrophic impact of European colonization on the indigenous populations of the
Caribbean and surrounding regions during the late 15th and early 16th centuries. The
story is one of exploration, conquest, and profound cultural upheaval, marked by immense
suffering and loss. Understanding this episode helps shed light on the early encounters
between Europe and the New World, and the lasting consequences these events had on
indigenous societies.

The Historical Context Behind the Devastation

When Christopher Columbus first arrived in the Caribbean in 1492, the islands were
inhabited by thriving indigenous peoples, including the Taíno, Caribs, and Arawaks. These
communities had developed rich cultures, intricate social structures, and sustainable ways
of life over centuries. However, the arrival of Europeans ushered in an era of drastic
change and tragic consequences.

The term “devastation of the Indies” was famously used by the Spanish Dominican friar
Bartolomé de las Casas in his seminal work, "A Short Account of the Destruction of the
Indies" (1552). Las Casas chronicled the brutal treatment and near-extermination of native
populations, highlighting the cruelty exercised by Spanish conquistadors and settlers. His
writings stand as some of the earliest and most vivid testimonies of colonial abuses,
providing invaluable insight into this dark period.

Initial Contact and Misunderstandings

The early interactions between the Spanish and indigenous peoples were marked by
mutual curiosity but quickly turned hostile. Europeans, driven by a desire for wealth, land,
and religious conversion, often disregarded the humanity of native peoples. The
indigenous populations were initially welcoming, but the introduction of European
diseases, forced labor systems, and violent conquest decimated communities.

Causes of the Devastation

Several factors contributed to the rapid and widespread devastation of the Indies, each
compounding the suffering of native populations.



European Diseases

One of the most devastating causes was the introduction of Old World diseases such as
smallpox, measles, and influenza. Indigenous peoples had no immunity to these illnesses,
leading to epidemics that wiped out entire communities. Estimates suggest that in some
areas, up to 90% of the native population perished within decades of first contact.

Encomienda System and Forced Labor

The Spanish crown established the encomienda system, which effectively enslaved
indigenous people to work in mines and plantations. These harsh conditions, combined
with brutal punishment and exhaustion, led to high mortality rates. The relentless demand
for gold and other resources intensified exploitation.

Violence and Warfare

Military conquest played a significant role in the devastation. Spanish conquistadors,
armed with superior weaponry and horses, launched violent campaigns to subdue native
communities. Resistance was often met with brutal reprisals, including massacres and
destruction of villages.

The Impact on Indigenous Societies

The consequences of the devastation were profound and far-reaching, reshaping the
demographic, cultural, and social landscapes of the Indies.

Demographic Collapse

The indigenous population plummeted from millions to a fraction within a century. This
demographic collapse led to the loss of knowledge, traditions, and languages that had
flourished for generations.

Cultural Disruption and Assimilation

Survivors faced forced conversion to Christianity, suppression of traditional practices, and
displacement from ancestral lands. European cultural norms replaced indigenous systems,
leading to a profound identity crisis for many communities.



Economic and Environmental Changes

The introduction of European agriculture, livestock, and mining transformed the natural
environment. The exploitation of natural resources disrupted traditional ways of life and
contributed to ecological degradation.

Voices That Brought Awareness: Bartolomé de las
Casas

Among the few Europeans who spoke out against the horrors was Bartolomé de las Casas,
a former encomendero turned advocate for indigenous rights. His writings serve as a
crucial record of the devastation and a moral plea for justice.

Las Casas’ Role and Legacy

Las Casas documented atrocities, lobbied the Spanish crown for reforms, and proposed
alternative methods of colonization that respected native rights. While his efforts led to
some legislative changes, such as the New Laws of 1542, enforcement was often weak,
and exploitation persisted.

Lessons From the Devastation of the Indies

Looking back at the brief account of the devastation of the indies offers important lessons
for understanding colonial history and its lingering effects.

Recognition of Indigenous Humanity: Acknowledging the rich cultures and
humanity of native peoples is essential to rectifying historical narratives.

The Dangers of Imperialism: The devastating consequences of unchecked
conquest highlight the need for ethical considerations in expansion and cultural
encounters.

Resilience and Survival: Despite immense suffering, many indigenous communities
have preserved elements of their heritage and continue to contribute to the cultural
fabric of the Americas.

Understanding the Broader Implications



The devastation of the Indies was not an isolated event but part of a larger pattern of
European colonization across the Americas. It set precedents for exploitation, cultural
suppression, and demographic shifts that echoed throughout history. Contemporary
discussions about indigenous rights, reparations, and historical memory often trace their
roots back to these early encounters.

Studying the brief account of the devastation of the indies also underscores the
importance of historical empathy and the need to listen to multiple perspectives. The
voices of indigenous peoples, often marginalized in historical records, are crucial for a
fuller understanding of the past.

As we reflect on this chapter, it becomes clear that the story of the Indies is not just about
loss but also about the enduring strength of cultures and peoples who survived and
adapted in the face of overwhelming adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Brief Account of the Devastation of the
Indies' about?
It is a historical and critical work by Bartolomé de las Casas that describes the atrocities
and exploitation committed by Spanish colonizers against the indigenous peoples of the
Americas.

Who wrote 'A Brief Account of the Devastation of the
Indies' and when?
Bartolomé de las Casas, a 16th-century Spanish Dominican friar and historian, wrote it in
1542 to expose the brutal treatment of Native Americans.

What was the main purpose of 'A Brief Account of the
Devastation of the Indies'?
The main purpose was to document and condemn the severe abuses and destruction
inflicted upon indigenous populations by Spanish conquistadors and settlers, advocating
for their rights and better treatment.

How did 'A Brief Account of the Devastation of the
Indies' impact Spanish colonial policies?
The work influenced the Spanish Crown to implement the New Laws of 1542, which aimed
to protect indigenous peoples from exploitation and abuse, although enforcement was
limited.



Why is 'A Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies'
considered an important historical document?
It provides one of the earliest and most detailed eyewitness accounts of the violent
colonization of the Americas and serves as a critical source for understanding the impact
of European conquest on indigenous societies.

What kinds of atrocities does Las Casas describe in the
account?
Las Casas describes mass killings, enslavement, forced labor, destruction of native
villages, cultural devastation, and other forms of cruelty inflicted on indigenous peoples.

How did Bartolomé de las Casas’ perspective change
over time before writing this account?
Initially a colonist and encomendero himself, Las Casas later became an advocate for
indigenous rights after witnessing the abuses firsthand, dedicating his life to defending
native populations.

Is 'A Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies' used
in modern education?
Yes, it is studied in history, anthropology, and Latin American studies as a critical primary
source on colonialism, indigenous history, and human rights.

What literary style is used in 'A Brief Account of the
Devastation of the Indies'?
The work combines eyewitness narrative, moral and religious argumentation, and
persuasive rhetoric aimed at urging reform and eliciting empathy from European readers.

Additional Resources
**A Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies: Historical Insights and Implications**

brief account of the devastation of the indies serves as a critical window into one of
the most tragic and transformative periods in early colonial history. This term primarily
refers to the catastrophic impact of European colonization on the indigenous populations
of the Caribbean, Central, and South America during the late 15th and early 16th
centuries. The devastation encapsulated mass mortality, cultural disintegration, and
economic exploitation that reshaped the demographic and social landscapes of the New
World.

Understanding the scope and nuances of this devastation requires an investigative
approach that examines not only the immediate consequences but also the long-term



effects on indigenous societies and colonial development. This article offers a professional,
analytical review of the causes, processes, and outcomes associated with the devastation
of the Indies, integrating historical data, contemporary accounts, and scholarly
interpretations.

Historical Context of the Devastation of the Indies

The term "Devastation of the Indies" is closely linked to Bartolomé de las Casas, a 16th-
century Spanish Dominican friar who documented the atrocities committed against
indigenous peoples in his seminal work, *A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies*
(1552). His narrative provides invaluable firsthand insight into the brutal colonization
tactics employed by Spanish conquistadors, including forced labor, violent subjugation,
and systemic abuse.

The arrival of Christopher Columbus in 1492 marked the beginning of European
incursions into the Caribbean, setting off a chain of events that would lead to widespread
population decline among native groups such as the Taíno. Estimates suggest that the
indigenous population in the Caribbean plummeted by as much as 90% within a few
decades due to violence, enslavement, and introduced diseases like smallpox and measles.

Key Drivers of Indigenous Depopulation

Several factors contributed to the rapid demographic collapse during the "Devastation of
the Indies":

Violence and Warfare: Spanish expeditions frequently employed brutal military
tactics to subdue indigenous communities, resulting in large-scale massacres and
destruction of settlements.

Encomienda System: This colonial labor system forced indigenous peoples into
harsh working conditions on plantations and mines, leading to exhaustion,
malnutrition, and mortality.

Disease: Lack of immunity to Old World diseases caused epidemics that decimated
native populations at unprecedented rates.

Displacement and Social Disintegration: Forced relocations and the breakdown
of traditional social structures undermined community resilience and cultural
continuity.



Economic and Social Implications of the
Devastation

The consequences of the devastation extended beyond immediate human loss. The
collapse of indigenous populations disrupted local economies and traditional agriculture,
forcing the Spanish Crown and settlers to seek alternative labor sources, which eventually
contributed to the transatlantic slave trade’s expansion. The exploitation of natural
resources intensified as colonial authorities sought to extract gold, silver, and other
valuables, often at the expense of environmental sustainability.

Moreover, the cultural ramifications were profound. Indigenous knowledge systems,
languages, and religious practices were marginalized or eradicated, replaced by European
cultural norms and Christianity. This process of cultural erasure has left lasting legacies
that continue to influence the identities and histories of Latin American nations.

Comparative Perspectives: Devastation in the Indies
Versus Other Colonized Regions

When juxtaposed with other colonial contexts, the devastation experienced in the Indies
stands out for its rapidity and scale. For example, while North American indigenous
populations also suffered significant declines, the intensity of the Spanish colonial model
in the Caribbean and Central America resulted in more immediate demographic collapses.

However, it is important to recognize that similar patterns of exploitation and disease-
induced depopulation occurred globally during European expansion, including in Africa
and Asia. The Indies case is emblematic of the broader consequences of early modern
imperialism but distinct in its particular combination of factors and historical timing.

Legacy and Modern Reflections

The narrative of the "Devastation of the Indies" has informed contemporary discussions on
colonialism, human rights, and historical memory. Bartolomé de las Casas’s account
remains a foundational text for understanding the ethical dimensions of conquest and the
responsibilities of historical actors.

In modern scholarship, there is an ongoing effort to reconcile the colonial past with
indigenous resilience and cultural survival. Archaeological research, indigenous oral
histories, and critical historiography contribute to a more nuanced appreciation of how
communities adapted and resisted colonial impositions.

Contemporary Relevance and Historical Awareness

Understanding the brief account of the devastation of the Indies is crucial for educators,



policymakers, and cultural institutions aiming to address historical injustices and promote
inclusive narratives. It also highlights the importance of acknowledging the consequences
of colonialism in shaping modern social inequalities and demographic distributions across
the Americas.

Educational curricula increasingly incorporate this history to foster awareness among
younger generations, emphasizing the need for critical engagement with the past rather
than glorification of conquest.

Summary of Key Aspects of the Devastation

To encapsulate the multifaceted nature of this historical episode, consider the following
summary:

Demographic Impact: Massive population decline due to violence, disease, and1.
forced labor.

Economic Transformation: Shift from indigenous economies to colonial extractive2.
industries reliant on coerced labor.

Cultural Disruption: Loss and suppression of native languages, religions, and social3.
systems.

Historical Documentation: Critical firsthand accounts by figures like Bartolomé de4.
las Casas shaped early human rights discourse.

Long-Term Legacies: Persistent social inequalities and cultural hybridization in5.
post-colonial societies.

By investigating these dimensions, the brief account of the devastation of the Indies
reveals not only a tragic chapter in human history but also a complex foundation for
understanding colonial legacies and indigenous endurance.

The story of the Indies is far from a closed chapter; it informs ongoing debates about
restitution, identity, and historical justice. As new research techniques and
interdisciplinary approaches emerge, the narrative continues to evolve, offering fresh
perspectives on this pivotal period in global history.

Brief Account Of The Devastation Of The Indies
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  brief account of the devastation of the indies: The Devastation of the Indies Bartolomé
de las Casas, 1974
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolomé de las Casas, 2020-03-16 In A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies,
Bartolom√© de las Casas presents a harrowing expos√© of the atrocities committed against
Indigenous peoples by European colonizers in the Americas. Through meticulously documented
narratives, the text captures the brutality and inhumanity of the conquest, employing a poignant yet
unflinching literary style that blends descriptive realism with ethical fervor. Written in 1552, amidst
the burgeoning discourse on human rights and colonialism, las Casas's work challenged the
prevailing ideologies of his time, advocating for the dignity and humanity of Indigenous populations
against a backdrop of exploitative colonial expansion. A Dominican friar and one of the first
European advocates for Indigenous rights, Bartolom√© de las Casas experienced a profound
transformation from a landowner profiting from colonization to a passionate critic of the abuses he
witnessed. His firsthand encounters with the brutal conditions faced by Native peoples informed his
moral perspective, urging him to become a vocal proponent for their welfare and legal rights in an
era characterized by fierce imperial ambition and greed. This seminal text is essential for readers
seeking insight into the ethical implications of colonization and the historical context of
European-Indigenous relations. Through las Casas's compelling narrative, contemporary audiences
are invited to reflect on the legacies of colonialism and the ongoing struggles for justice and
recognition of Indigenous rights. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for
your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. -
The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists.
- A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the
writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal
insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to
unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the
work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a
spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references,
historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies (Esprios Classics) Bartolomé de Las Casas, 2020-12-12 Bartolomé de las Casas (11 November
1484 - 18 July 1566) was a 16th-century Spanish landowner, friar, priest, and bishop, famed as a
historian and social reformer. He arrived in Hispaniola as a layman then became a Dominican friar
and priest. He was appointed as the first resident Bishop of Chiapas, and the first officially
appointed Protector of the Indians. His extensive writings, the most famous being A Short Account of
the Destruction of the Indies and Historia de Las Indias, chronicle the first decades of colonization of
the West Indies. He described the atrocities committed by the colonizers against the indigenous
peoples.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolome De Las Casas, 2020-11-21 A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies is an
account written by the Spanish Dominican friar Bartolomé de las Casas in 1542 (published in 1552)
about the mistreatment of and atrocities committed against the indigenous peoples of the Americas
in colonial times and sent to then Prince Philip II of Spain.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Short Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolome Las Casas, 2004-03-25 Bartolomé de Las Casas was the first and fiercest critic of
Spanish colonialism in the New World. An early traveller to the Americas who sailed on one of
Columbus's voyages, Las Casas was so horrified by the wholesale massacre he witnessed that he
dedicated his life to protecting the Indian community. He wrote A Short Account of the Destruction
of the Indies in 1542, a shocking catalogue of mass slaughter, torture and slavery, which showed
that the evangelizing vision of Columbus had descended under later conquistadors into genocide.



Dedicated to Philip II to alert the Castilian Crown to these atrocities and demand that the Indians be
entitled to the basic rights of humankind, this passionate work of documentary vividness outraged
Europe and contributed to the idea of the Spanish 'Black Legend' that would last for centuries.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolomé Casas, 2014-08-31 A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies is the story of
the Spanish Dominican priest Bartolome de las Casas, who came to the Americas in the 16th
century. Immediately he was struck by the inhumane ways in which the native peoples were treated
by the European explorers and conquerors, Las Casas went on to be a leading opponent of slavery,
torture, and genocide of the Native Americans by the Spanish colonists. A Brief Account of the
Destruction of the Indies is his personal account, with chapters covering Cuba, Nicaragua,
Hispaniola, Guatemala, Venezuela, Florida, and many other areas conquered by the Spaniards.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Short Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolome De Las Casas, 2019-08-23 Written in 1542 and first published in 1552, A Short
Account of the Destruction of the Indies by Bartolome de Las Casas, a Dominican friar, is a moving
and shocking account of the atrocities and mistreatment suffered by the indigenous people of South
America under Spanish colonial rule. Bartolome de Las Casas, believed to have been born in 1484,
immigrated to the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean from Spain in 1502 with his father and was
ordained as a priest in 1510. His work with the Church gave him a startling glimpse into the cruelty
and inhumanity that the native peoples were subjected to by the powerful Spaniards. Bartolome de
Las Casas was determined to advocate for these oppressed people and traveled back and forth
between Spain and the New World several times to bring the plight of the indigenous peoples to the
attention of the King. Bartolome de Las Casas documented the ravages of the disease and greed the
Spanish brought with them across the sea. A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies is an
important and remarkable work, as well as the earliest documentation of a concerted effort to
advocate for better and more humane treatment of the native people of the New World. This edition
is printed on premium acid-free paper.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolome De Las Casas, 2021-01-17 Together With the Devastations of several Kingdoms in
America by Fire and Sword, for the space of Forty and Two Years, from the time of its first Discovery
by them.Though the original title does not appear in this version, this is (apart from the preface) a
translation of: ''Brevisima relacion de la destruccíon de las Indias'', by Bartolome de las Casas,
originally published in Seville in 1552.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolomé Casas, 2017-11-14 A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies is the story of
the Spanish Dominican priest Bartolome de las Casas, who came to the Americas in the 16th
century. Immediately he was struck by the inhumane ways in which the native peoples were treated
by the European explorers and conquerors, Las Casas went on to be a leading opponent of slavery,
torture, and genocide of the Native Americans by the Spanish colonists. A Brief Account of the
Destruction of the Indies is his personal account, with chapters covering Cuba, Nicaragua,
Hispaniola, Guatemala, Venezuela, Florida, and many other areas conquered by the Spaniards.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Short Account of the Destruction of the
Indies Bartolome de Las Casas, 2019-11-05 Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies tells the
extreme cruelty with which the conquerors treated Indians in America, which contributed to the
disappearance of great civilizations. The work was written by Bartolomé de las Casas, a former
conqueror and Dominican friar that influenced the public policy for the Indies. The book is a primary
source of historical data, told by someone who witnessed some of the events in the story. It was first
published in 1552, sixty years after the discovery of America, to alert the future King Philip II about
the injustices that were committed against the natives. After this work was published, a complete
reform of the Indian legislation was carried out and New Laws were promulgated. One of the main
purposes of the new legislation was the abolition of Indian slavery and the commissions[1] regime
that gave rise to ill-treatment and injustices against the Indians. In Europe, this book was a symbol



of the era of fanaticism and intolerance of men, fostering an anti-Spanish feeling that was already
brewing. Some detractors of Friar de las Casas argued that the information about the excesses
committed by the colonizers was exaggerated. However, the time has given Friar de las Casas the
reason. There is evidence that some of his writings coincide with the story told by indigenous tribes.
Audiovisual Resources The book includes illustrations by Theodor de Bry, which were published in
the 1558 edition, for which we have included links to modern versions that incorporate
three-dimensional technology. Each chapter of the book allows the reader to read the content or
listen to it in audiobook format.The book has been edited to remove the annoying uppercase letters
on each sentence and improve its archaic grammar.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the
Indies (Spanish Edition) Bartolomé de las Casas, 2023
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: Voices of a People's History of the United
States Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2011-01-04 Here in their own words are Frederick Douglass,
George Jackson, Chief Joseph, Martin Luther King Jr., Plough Jogger, Sacco and Vanzetti, Patti
Smith, Bruce Springsteen, Mark Twain, and Malcolm X, to name just a few of the hundreds of voices
that appear in Voices of a People's History of the United States, edited by Howard Zinn and Anthony
Arnove. Paralleling the twenty-four chapters of Zinn's A People's History of the United States, Voices
of a People’s History is the long-awaited companion volume to the national bestseller. For Voices,
Zinn and Arnove have selected testimonies to living history—speeches, letters, poems, songs—left by
the people who make history happen but who usually are left out of history books—women, workers,
nonwhites. Zinn has written short introductions to the texts, which range in length from letters or
poems of less than a page to entire speeches and essays that run several pages. Voices of a People’s
History is a symphony of our nation’s original voices, rich in ideas and actions, the embodiment of
the power of civil disobedience and dissent wherein lies our nation’s true spirit of defiance and
resilience.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: Bartolome de Las Casas Bartolome de las
Casas, 2010-03-02 Bartolome de las Casas: Destruction of the Indies is the story of the Spanish
Dominican priest Bartolome de las Casas, who came to the Americas in the 16th century.
Immediately he was struck by the inhumane ways in which the native peoples were treated by the
European explorers and conquerors, Las Casas went on to be a leading opponent of slavery, torture,
and genocide of the Native Americans by the Spanish colonists. Bartolome de las Casas: Destruction
of the Indies is his personal account, with chapters covering Cuba, Nicaragua, Hispaniola,
Guatemala, Venezuela, Florida, and many other areas conquered by the Spaniards.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: Race and Ethnicity in America Russell M.
Lawson, Benjamin A. Lawson, 2019-10-11 Divided into four volumes, Race and Ethnicity in America
provides a complete overview of the history of racial and ethnic relations in America, from
pre-contact to the present. The five hundred years since Europeans made contact with the
indigenous peoples of America have been dominated by racial and ethnic tensions. During the
colonial period, from 1500 to 1776, slavery and servitude of whites, blacks, and Indians formed the
foundation for race and ethnic relations. After the American Revolution, slavery, labor inequalities,
and immigration led to racial and ethnic tensions; after the Civil War, labor inequalities,
immigration, and the fight for civil rights dominated America's racial and ethnic experience. From
the 1960s to the present, the unfulfilled promise of civil rights for all ethnic and racial groups in
America has been the most important sociopolitical issue in America. Race and Ethnicity in America
tells this story of the fight for equality in America. The first volume spans pre-contact to the
American Revolution; the second, the American Revolution to the Civil War; the third,
Reconstruction to the Civil Rights Movement; and the fourth, the Civil Rights Movement to the
present. All volumes explore the culture, society, labor, war and politics, and cultural expressions of
racial and ethnic groups.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: Rethinking Life Shane Claiborne, 2023-02-07
Drawing on Scripture, church history, and his own story, Shane Claiborne explores how a passion



for social justice issues surrounding life and death--such as war, gun ownership, the death penalty,
racial injustice, abortion, poverty, and the environment--intersects with our faith as we advocate for
life in its totality. Many of us wonder how to think about and act on issues of life and death beyond
abortion and the death penalty--yet the heated debates in our churches and the confusion of our own
hearts sometimes feel overwhelming. What does a balanced, Christian view of what it means to be
pro-life really look like? Combining stories, theological reflection, and a little wit with a Southern
accent, activist Shane Claiborne explores the battle between life and death that goes back to the
Garden of Eden. Shane draws on his childhood growing up in the Bible Belt, his own change of
perspective on how to advocate for life, and his years of working on behalf of all people to help us:
Learn from the Bible and the early church about valuing life Deepen our understanding of what a
pro-life stance can look like Discover ways to discuss topics that are dividing our culture and
churches Find encouragement when we feel politically homeless Renew our hope that there is a
good way forward, even in difficult times We need a new movement that stands up for life--without
exceptions. This moving and incredibly timely book creates a larger framework for thinking about
God's love and our faith as we embrace a consistent ethic that values human life from womb to tomb.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: The Unheard Voice of Law in Bartolomé de
Las Casas’s Brevísima Relación de la Destruición de las Indias David T. Orique, 2021-04-13 The
Unheard Voice of Law in Bartolomé de las Casas’s Brevísima relación de la destruición de las Indias
reinterprets Las Casas’s controversial treatise as a legal document, whose legal character is linked
to civil and ecclesial genres of the Early Modern and late Renaissance juridical tradition. Bartolomé
de las Casas proclaimed: I have labored to inquire about, study, and discern the law; I have plumbed
the depths and have reached the headwaters. The Unheard Voice also plumbs the depths of Las
Casas’s voice of law in his widely read and highly controversial Brevísima relación—a legal
document published and debated since the 16th century. This original reinterpretation of his Very
Brief Account uncovers the juridical approach voiced in his defense of the Indigenous peoples of the
Americas. The Unheard Voice innovatively asserts that the Brevísima relación’s legal character is
intimately linked to civil and ecclesial genres of the late Renaissance juridical tradition. This
paradigm-shifting book contextualizes the formation of Las Casas’s juridical voice in canon law and
theology—initially as a secular cleric, subsequently as a Dominican friar, and finally as a diocesan
bishop—and demonstrates how his experienced juridical voice fought for justice in trans-Atlantic
debates about Indigenous peoples’ level of humanity, religious freedom, enslavement, and conquest.
Reaching the headwaters of Las Casas’s hitherto unheard juridical voice of law in the Brevísima
relación provides readers with a previously unheard interpretation—an appealing voice for readers
and students of this powerful Early Modern text that still resonates today. The Unheard Voice of Law
is a valuable companion text for many in the disciplines of literature, history, theology, law, and
philosophy who read Bartolomé de las Casas’s Very Brief Account and study his life, labor, and
legacy.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: Ten Notable Women of Colonial Latin
America James D. Henderson, Linda R. Henderson, Suzanne M. Litrel, 2022-08-08 In the
seventeenth century, Catalina de Erauso, at age sixteen a renegade Basque nun, escaped from her
convent and traveled to the New World, eventually reaching Peru. She became an outlaw and a
crossdresser with a price on her head. Yet she ended her days absolved by both the King of Spain
and the Pope, the latter of whom granted her permission to dress as a man for the remainder of her
life. The Nun Ensign passed her final years guarding silver shipments on the Mexico City-Veracruz
highway. The life of the Nun Ensign highlights not just her extraordinary life but also the
opportunities seized by women in colonial Latin America. This book profiles the Nun Ensign and nine
other women of colonial Latin America, offering an alternate method for understanding the region
and its history. The ten figures span different ethnic, geographic, occupational, and class
backgrounds. Through their stories, the reader comes away with an enriched understanding of
colonial Latin American history.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: An Atlas and Survey of Latin American



History Michael LaRosa, German R. Mejia, 2014-12-18 An Atlas and Survey of Latin American
History makes the geography, the demography, and the political, social, and economic history of the
region easily accessible in clearly drawn black-and-white maps and accompanying text. Fully up to
date, it provides a topical overview of Latin American development from earliest times to the present
day, bringing to light patterns of continuity and change. The Atlas is ideal for beginning through
advanced college students, area specialists, and secondary school AP students. It demonstrates the
close linkages between Latin American history, culture, economic development, and geographic
realities. Each entry and map is accompanied by a brief, carefully selected bibliography.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: A Global Encyclopedia of Historical
Writing, Volume 2 D.R. Woolf, 2022-09-30 First published in 1998. Including a wide range of
information and recommended for academic libraries, this encyclopedia covers historiography and
historians from around the world and will be a useful reference to students, researchers, scholars,
librarians and the general public who are interested in the writing of history. Volume II covers
entries from K to Z.
  brief account of the devastation of the indies: Reason, Justice and Dignity Peter
Leuprecht, 2011-12-23 The term “human rights” is relatively recent. It was first used in the late 18th
century, in the West. However, many of the basic ideas behind that concept had long been current in
various other cultures and civilizations. The book traces those ideas on a journey to some
unexplored, or insufficiently explored, sources of what we now call human rights, in three stages:
ancient China with Confucius and Mencius; the golden age of Islam with Avicenna, Averroes and Ibn
Khaldun; and 16th century Spain with Las Casas and de Vitoria. The author’s conclusion is that
human rights and the fundamental concepts of reason, justice and dignity which underlie them can
be a powerful, leavening source of universal human unity.
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