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The Girl Meridel Le Sueur: A Glimpse into Her Life and Legacy

the girl meridel le sueur might not be a household name to everyone, but her
influence as a writer, activist, and chronicler of American life during the
early to mid-20th century is profound. Meridel Le Sueur’s work captures the
struggles and hopes of the working class, especially women, during some of
the most turbulent times in American history. Understanding who she was, what
she wrote, and why her voice remains relevant offers a fascinating glimpse
into the power of storytelling as resistance and social commentary.

Who Was Meridel Le Sueur?

Meridel Le Sueur was an American writer born in 1900 in Minnesota. Growing up
in the Midwest, she was deeply influenced by the social and economic
challenges faced by ordinary people, especially during the Great Depression.
Often described as a “folk writer” or “proletarian writer,” Le Sueur’s work
is rooted in the experiences of the working class, particularly women,
farmers, and laborers.

Her upbringing in a politically active family shaped her worldview. She was
exposed to socialist ideas early on and became a committed activist
throughout her life. This activism is evident in her writing, which often
highlights issues like poverty, labor struggles, gender inequality, and
racial injustice.

Early Life and Influences

Meridel’s early years were marked by travels and various jobs, from teaching
to working in factories and on farms. These experiences gave her firsthand
insight into the hardships faced by ordinary Americans during the early 20th
century. She also spent time in New York City, where she connected with
leftist intellectuals and artists, further fueling her commitment to social
justice.

Her literary influences ranged from folk traditions and oral storytelling to
contemporary political writers. This blend of grassroots storytelling with a
sharp political edge set her apart from many of her contemporaries.

The Literary Contributions of the Girl Meridel



Le Sueur

Meridel Le Sueur’s writing is a vital part of American proletarian
literature. She used fiction, poetry, and journalism to give voice to
marginalized communities.

Notable Works

One of her most famous works is the novella *The Girl* (1939). This story
centers on a young woman living through the hardships of the Dust Bowl and
the Great Depression. It’s a powerful portrayal of resilience and the
feminine experience during economic and environmental crises.

Other significant works include:

Salute to Spring (1935) – A novel capturing the spirit of the 1930s
labor movements.

North Star Country (1947) – A collection of essays and stories
reflecting on life in Minnesota and the broader Midwest.

Sheep Song (1940) – A narrative highlighting rural life and the
struggles of the working class.

Le Sueur’s writing style is characterized by vivid imagery, emotional depth,
and a strong sense of place. She did not shy away from depicting the harsh
realities faced by many, but she also infused her stories with hope and a
call for collective action.

Themes and Style

The girl Meridel Le Sueur often explored themes such as:

Women's resilience: Her female characters frequently embody strength,
resourcefulness, and solidarity.

Economic injustice: The systemic inequalities that trap working-class
families in poverty.

Connection to the land: Particularly in stories set in rural America,
the land is both a source of sustenance and hardship.

Political activism: Encouraging readers to recognize and challenge



social injustices.

Her style is accessible yet poetic, weaving in elements of folklore and oral
tradition to bring authenticity and emotional resonance to her work.

Meridel Le Sueur’s Role as an Activist and
Cultural Figure

Beyond her literary accomplishments, Meridel Le Sueur was deeply involved in
political activism. She was a member of the Communist Party USA for some
time, which influenced both her work and her public life. Her activism was
not limited to party politics; she championed causes related to women’s
rights, labor rights, and racial equality.

Advocacy Through Journalism and Public Speaking

Le Sueur’s journalism often appeared in leftist publications where she
highlighted workers’ struggles and social issues ignored by mainstream media.
She believed that storytelling was a powerful tool for social change and used
every opportunity to raise awareness.

Her public speaking engagements connected her with grassroots movements and
allowed her to inspire others to organize for justice.

Legacy and Revival of Interest

For many years, Meridel Le Sueur’s work was overshadowed by more mainstream
writers of her time. However, in recent decades, scholars and readers have
rediscovered her writings, particularly *The Girl*, recognizing their
importance in American literary and cultural history.

Her influence is felt in feminist literary circles, labor history studies,
and among those interested in the intersection of art and politics. Modern
readers find her stories resonate with contemporary issues such as economic
inequality, environmental crises, and gender dynamics.

Understanding the Impact of the Girl Meridel Le
Sueur Today

Why does the girl Meridel Le Sueur matter now? In an era where social justice



movements and conversations about economic disparity are at the forefront,
her work offers valuable perspectives.

Lessons from Her Writing for Contemporary Readers

Empathy and solidarity: Le Sueur’s characters remind us of the
importance of community support during difficult times.

Voicing marginalized experiences: Her work encourages writers and
activists to uplift stories that mainstream narratives often overlook.

Environmental awareness: The Dust Bowl and rural hardships she described
parallel today’s concerns about climate change and sustainability.

Women’s empowerment: Her focus on female resilience inspires ongoing
movements for gender equality.

Where to Start Reading Meridel Le Sueur

For those curious about her work, starting with *The Girl* offers a
compelling introduction. Additionally, exploring her essays and poetry can
provide a broader understanding of her worldview and artistic range.

Libraries, online archives, and certain publishers specializing in American
proletarian literature often carry her work. Engaging with her writing not
only enriches one’s literary knowledge but also connects readers with a vital
chapter of American history.

The girl Meridel Le Sueur, through her art and activism, continues to shine a
light on the lives of those too often forgotten. Her stories remind us that
literature can be a powerful tool for empathy, change, and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Meridel Le Sueur?
Meridel Le Sueur was an American writer and activist known for her works
focusing on social justice, labor rights, and the struggles of working-class
women during the early 20th century.



What is 'The Girl' by Meridel Le Sueur about?
'The Girl' is a short story by Meridel Le Sueur that depicts the hardships
and resilience of a young working-class woman in the Midwest during the Great
Depression.

When was Meridel Le Sueur active as a writer?
Meridel Le Sueur was most active as a writer from the 1930s through the
1970s, contributing to various literary and political movements during that
period.

What themes does Meridel Le Sueur explore in her
works?
Le Sueur's works often explore themes such as feminism, social inequality,
labor struggles, rural life, and the experiences of women in the working
class.

Why is Meridel Le Sueur considered an important
figure in American literature?
She is considered important for giving voice to marginalized women and
working-class communities, and for her commitment to social activism through
literature.

How does 'The Girl' reflect the historical context
of its time?
'The Girl' reflects the economic hardships, gender roles, and social
challenges faced during the Great Depression, highlighting the resilience of
women in that era.

Where can I find collections of Meridel Le Sueur's
writings?
Collections of her writings can be found in anthologies of American
proletarian literature, university archives, and some are available online
through literary databases.

Did Meridel Le Sueur engage in political activism?
Yes, Meridel Le Sueur was involved in leftist political movements, including
the Communist Party, and used her writing to support labor rights and social
reform.



What literary style is Meridel Le Sueur known for?
Le Sueur is known for her vivid, realistic prose that incorporates elements
of folk culture and oral storytelling traditions.

How has Meridel Le Sueur influenced contemporary
feminist literature?
Her focus on working-class women's experiences and social justice has
inspired later feminist writers to address intersectional issues related to
class, gender, and labor.

Additional Resources
The Girl Meridel Le Sueur: A Deep Dive into an Influential Literary Figure

the girl meridel le sueur represents more than a mere character or a passing
mention in American literary circles; she embodies the spirit and struggles
of a generation shaped by socio-economic upheaval and political activism.
Meridel Le Sueur herself was a pioneering writer and activist whose works
have left an indelible mark on 20th-century American literature, particularly
in chronicling the lives of working-class women and marginalized communities.
Exploring her contributions, themes, and legacy offers valuable insights into
the intersection of art, politics, and social justice during a transformative
era.

Who Was Meridel Le Sueur?

Meridel Le Sueur was an American writer, journalist, and activist born in
1900 in Minnesota. Her literary career spanned several decades, during which
she became renowned for her poignant portrayals of American laborers, women,
and indigenous peoples. Often aligned with leftist political movements, Le
Sueur’s work is deeply intertwined with the struggles of the Great
Depression, the labor movement, and feminist ideals. She was associated with
the Federal Writers’ Project during the 1930s, a New Deal program that
employed writers to document American life during the economic crisis.

The Girl Meridel Le Sueur: A Symbol of Resilience

The phrase “the girl Meridel Le Sueur” often evokes images of youthful
determination and resilience. While not a literal character in many of her
works, this metaphorical “girl” can be seen as a representation of the
working-class woman — a recurring figure in Le Sueur’s narratives. Her
stories frequently focus on female protagonists confronting poverty,
injustice, and societal expectations, making her a vital voice in feminist



literature and labor history.

Major Themes and Literary Contributions

Le Sueur’s writing is characterized by a blend of realism and poetic
lyricism. She used narrative as a tool to shed light on the invisible and
voiceless, particularly women who labored in harsh conditions or faced
systemic oppression. Her work is often categorized within proletarian
literature, a genre that emerged during the 1930s, focusing on the working
class and social critique.

Exploration of Class and Gender Dynamics

One of the most striking features of Meridel Le Sueur’s oeuvre is her
unflinching examination of class and gender. In stories like “The Girl,” she
delves into the economic hardships endured by young women in rural and urban
settings. These works reveal the intersectionality of gender and class
oppression, illustrating how economic deprivation disproportionately affects
women.

Activism through Art

Le Sueur did not view writing as a detached art form but as a means of
activism. Her involvement with left-wing organizations and labor unions
informed her perspective and content. Through her journalism and fiction, she
advocated for workers’ rights, racial equality, and women’s liberation. This
commitment earned her both acclaim and criticism, especially during the Red
Scare when leftist sympathies were heavily scrutinized.

Notable Works and Their Impact

Meridel Le Sueur authored numerous short stories, essays, and novels. Among
her most influential works are “The Girl,” “Salute to Spring,” and “North
Star Country.”

"The Girl" — A seminal short story that captures the struggles of a
young woman navigating the economic and social challenges of the 1930s.
It is praised for its authenticity and emotional depth.

"Salute to Spring" — This prose poem celebrates the resilience of
working-class women and the cyclical nature of life and struggle.



"North Star Country" — A semi-autobiographical novel that reflects Le
Sueur’s Minnesota roots and her commitment to social justice themes.

These works have been studied extensively in academic circles for their
contribution to American literature and social history. They offer a window
into the lived realities of marginalized groups, often ignored by mainstream
narratives.

Comparisons with Contemporary Writers

Le Sueur’s work is often compared with other proletarian writers such as John
Steinbeck and Studs Terkel. However, her unique focus on female experiences
and indigenous perspectives sets her apart. While Steinbeck’s narratives
often center on male laborers, Le Sueur brings to the forefront the voices of
women and minorities, adding critical depth to the discourse on American
labor and social equity.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Meridel Le Sueur’s influence extends beyond her lifetime. Her dedication to
social justice through literature paved the way for future generations of
feminist and activist writers. Today, her works are revisited in discussions
on labor rights, feminism, and American history.

Revival and Recognition

In recent decades, there has been a resurgence of interest in Le Sueur’s
writing. Scholars and literary critics have highlighted her role as a pioneer
of feminist proletarian literature. Educational institutions have
incorporated her stories into curricula focused on American literature,
women’s studies, and labor history, recognizing their enduring relevance.

Challenges in Preserving Her Work

Despite her significance, Meridel Le Sueur’s works have sometimes faced
challenges in preservation and publication, partly due to political biases
during the mid-20th century. Many of her writings were initially published in
leftist magazines or government projects that later lost funding or were
censored. This historical context underscores the importance of ongoing
efforts to archive and disseminate her contributions.



The Girl Meridel Le Sueur and the Broader
Cultural Context

Understanding “the girl Meridel Le Sueur” requires situating her within the
broader cultural and political movements of her time. The Great Depression,
the rise of labor unions, the women’s suffrage movement, and the fight for
racial equality all influenced her worldview and writing style.

Economic Hardship: The pervasive poverty and unemployment of the 1930s
provided the backdrop for many of her stories.

Political Activism: Her alignment with socialist and communist ideals
reflected a broader trend among intellectuals and artists seeking
systemic change.

Feminist Awakening: Le Sueur’s portrayal of strong, independent women
contributed to early feminist literature, challenging traditional gender
roles.

This intersection of social issues makes her work a rich subject for
multidisciplinary study.

Influence on Contemporary Media

Elements of Meridel Le Sueur’s themes can be traced in contemporary
literature, film, and even political discourse. The enduring focus on class
struggle, women’s empowerment, and social justice issues resonates with
modern audiences, particularly in times of economic uncertainty and social
activism.

Exploring “the girl Meridel Le Sueur” is thus not only an examination of a
literary figure but also an entry point into understanding the complexities
of American social history through the lens of art and narrative. Her legacy
challenges readers and scholars alike to consider the power of storytelling
in advocating for marginalized communities and inspiring change.
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  the girl meridel le sueur: The Girl Meridel Le Sueur, 1978 A powerful novel from one of the
leading radical writers of her generation.
  the girl meridel le sueur: The Unpossessed Tess Slesinger, 1984 Â Â Â The first depiction of
radical chic in fiction, The Unpossessed (1934) follows a group of Greenwich Village intellectuals
engaged in founding a magazine. In relating the stories of three couples, the novel raises questions
that still torment women and men today: Is marriage a viable institution? Should one bear children
in hard times? Does sexuality destroy the possibility of significant political action? And what is the
political responsibility of intellectuals?
  the girl meridel le sueur: Reproducing the Womb Alice Elaine Adams, 1994 Alice E. Adams
crafts a subtle new response to the controversies surrounding reproductive freedom and the
implications of medical technology. She explores a spectrum of competing visions of childbearing,
from misogynistic nightmares of matriarchal control to feminist utopias. Firmly rooted in political
reality, Adams offers innovative answers to the questions posed by the intimate interconnections,
and the perceived conflicts, between fetus and mother, individual and collective.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American literature
from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American works and
authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and engaging
material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American literary
history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements and genres
through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that have
shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context
provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of the
diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the Beats,
but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American literature,
African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity of
American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material provides
indispensable information for student research.
  the girl meridel le sueur: The Radical Novel and the Classless Society Robert Z. Birdwell,
2018-10-15 The Radical Novel and the Classless Society analyzes utopian and proletarian novels as a
single socialist tradition in U.S. literature. Utopian novels by such writers as Edward Bellamy,
William Dean Howells, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Sutton E. Griggs and proletarian novels by
such writers as Robert Cantwell, John Steinbeck, Richard Wright, Meridel Le Sueur, Claude McKay,
and Ralph Ellison can help us conceive of a unity of utopian and Marxist socialisms. We can combine
the imagination of the future classless society with present-day socialist strategy. Utopian and
proletarian novels help us to imagine—and realize—the classless society as achieving the utopian
goal of recognizing race and gender and the Marxist goal of overcoming social class.
  the girl meridel le sueur: The Human Tradition in America Between the Wars, 1920-1945
Donald W. Whisenhunt, 2002 American society in the years from 1920 to 1945 experienced great
transformation and upheaval. Significant changes in the role of government, in the nation's world
outlook, in the economy, in technology, and in the social order challenged those who lived in this
tumultuous period framed by the two world wars.p This transformation lies at the core of this
collection of biographical essays. Each individual in his or her own way grappled with the difficulties
of the times. Some of those included here were well known in their day and afterwards, but many led
lives now obscured by the passage of time. In these essays are men and women, African-Americans,
Hispanics, whites, and Native Americans from all regions of the country. Written by leading and
rising scholars, these never-before-published pieces provide students with a greater understanding
of a period that in many ways represents an important last chapter in the creation of modern
America. p Providing a rich portrait through biography of the interwar years, The Human Tradition



in America between the Wars is an excellent text for the following courses: Twentieth Century
American History to 1945, American history survey, the Depression and the New Deal, and American
social and cultural history.p
  the girl meridel le sueur: The Tragedy and Comedy of Resistance Carole Anne Taylor,
2017-01-30 A major contribution to literary and cultural studies—bold, illuminating, and
persuasively argued.—Karla Holloway, Duke University
  the girl meridel le sueur: Homelessness in American Literature John Allen, 2018-10-24 This
book analyzes the theme of homelessness in American literature from the Civil War through the
depression. Drawing on the work of Harriet Beecher Stowe, Horatio Alger, Stephen Crane, Jacob
Riis, Jack London, Meridel Le Sueur and many others, it reveals how homelessness has been either
romanticized or objectified.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Ripening Meridel Le Sueur, Elaine Hedges, 1990 This first and only
comprehensive collection of the literary achievement of Meridel Le Sueur-artist, journalist, political
activist, and feminist-includes her best and most representative fiction, reportage, and
autobiography from every decade since the twenties. The New York Times Book Review wrote that
this volume inspires belief in the power of a writer-and a woman-to prevail against poverty,
persecution and public neglect...[Le Sueur's] consummate achievement as an artist is her
transformation of colloquial speech into musical prose.
  the girl meridel le sueur: American Mobilities Julia Leyda, 2016-02-15 American Mobilities
investigates representations of mobility – social, economic, geographic – in American film and
literature during the Depression, WWII, and the early Cold War. With an emphasis on the dual
meaning of domestic, referring to both the family home and the nation, this study traces the
important trope of mobility that runs through the American century. Juxtaposing canonical fiction
with popular, and low-budget independent films with Classical Hollywood, Leyda brings the analytic
tools of American cultural and literary studies to bear on an eclectic array of primary texts as she
builds a case for the significance of mobility in the study of the United States.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Narrating Class in American Fiction W. Dow, 2008-12-22
Focusing on American fiction from 1850-1940, Narrating Class in American Fiction offers close
readings in the context of literary and political history to detail the uneasy attention American
authors gave to class in their production of social identities.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Social History of the United States Brian Greenberg, Linda S. Watts,
Richard A. Greenwald, Gordon Reavley, Alice L. George, Scott Beekman, Cecelia Bucki, Mark
Ciabattari, John C. Stoner, Troy D. Paino, Laurie Mercier, Andrew Hunt, Peter C. Holloran, Nancy
Cohen, 2008-10-23 This ten-volume encyclopedia explores the social history of 20th-century America
in rich, authoritative detail, decade by decade, through the eyes of its everyday citizens. Social
History of the United States is a cornerstone reference that tells the story of 20th-century America,
examining the interplay of policies, events, and everyday life in each decade of the 1900s with
unmatched authority, clarity, and insight. Spanning ten volumes and featuring the work of some of
the foremost social historians working today, Social History of the United States bridges the gap
between 20th-century history as it played out on the grand stage and history as it affected—and was
affected by—citizens at the grassroots level. Covering each decade in a separate volume, this
exhaustive work draws on the most compelling scholarship to identify important themes and
institutions, explore daily life and working conditions across the economic spectrum, and examine all
aspects of the American experience from a citizen's-eye view. Casting the spotlight on those whom
history often leaves in the dark, Social History of the United States is an essential addition to any
library collection.
  the girl meridel le sueur: The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism Walter
Kalaidjian, 2005-04-28 The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism provides a
comprehensive and authoritative overview of American literary modernism from 1890 to 1939.
These original essays by twelve distinguished scholars of international reputation offer critical
overviews of the major genres, literary culture, and social contexts that define the current state of



Modern American literature and cultural studies. Among the diverse topics covered are nationalism,
race, gender and the impact of music and visual arts on literary modernism, as well as overviews of
the achievements of American modernism in fiction, poetry and drama. The book concludes with a
chapter on modern American criticism. An essential reference guide to the field, the Companion
offers readers a chronology of key events and publication dates covering the first half of the
twentieth century in the United States, and an up-to-date bibliography of further reading organized
by chapter topics.
  the girl meridel le sueur: I Know What the Small Girl Knew Anya Achtenberg, 2020 This
early collection of Achtenberg's poetry treats the intersection of the inner and the outer life through
issues of social justice that remain crucial, and the ways history and its traumas sit in us. Her
themes include women's rights, poverty, war, racism, and sexual abuse. Her vision of concern spans
the world, from her own inner city neighborhoods to the wider world, anywhere people are
oppressed. I can't tell you how wonderful and naked these poems are and a rare thing for a woman
to be able to give it. What you are writing is not just something for this day you are wringing ringing
out a cry you are privy to a great cry out a wonderful vision of a woman's agony. You have a witch's
terrible straight look and you must go on with this vision . . . to show the utter depravity and cruelty
of the oppressors, amidst screams of destruction, the past and future hiroshimas. This is the poetry
of our resurrection. For the blood, for the healing. For love. -- Meridel Le Sueur (excerpts from
letters to the author) I didn't know how much I needed this book until I read it. And I didn't know
how much I'd been longing for a northamerican poetry that speaks with passion and authority of
both the inner and outer life, as well as the point where they intersect; that place that is 'political'
understood in its most fierce and fearful, sad and triumphant sense. Achtenberg's eye for detail is
accurate and often startling, both compassionate and ironic; the rhythms of her language are
resonant and complex beyond what we have come to expect from northamerican poetry. Anya
Achtenberg's poetry gives both pleasure and courage. -- Jim Moore, author of Invisible Strings ANYA
ACHTENBERG is an award-winning author of the novel Blue Earth, and novella, The Stories of
Devil-Girl (both with Modern History Press); and poetry books, The Stone of Language (West End
Press 2004; MHP 2020); and I Know What the Small Girl Knew (Holy Cow! Press; MHP 2020). Her
fiction and poetry have received numerous prizes and distinctions, and been published in numerous
literary journals, including Harvard Review; Malpaís Review; Gargoyle; Tupelo Quarterly; Hinchas
de poesía; Poet Lore; and many more. Learn more at TheDisobedientWriter.com From Modern
HIstory Press www.ModernHistoryPress.com
  the girl meridel le sueur: The Columbia History of the American Novel Emory Elliott,
1991 Designed as a companion to The Columbia Literary History of the United States, this
compilation of 31 major essays covers the American novel from the 1700s to the present, although
the majority deal with the 20th century. Within each era, themes, genres, and topics such as realism,
gender, romance, and technology are discussed in depth, as well as modern Canadian, Caribbean,
and Latin American fiction. Each essayist selects only the authors who best illustrate the topic, thus
subtly skewing the view of the literary scene at that time. The volume also covers women, minorities,
popular fiction, and the book marketplace. ISBN 0-231-07360-7: $59.95.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Great Plains Literature Linda Ray Pratt, 2018-03-01 Great Plains
Literature is an exploration of influential literature of the Plains region in both the United States and
Canada. It reflects the destruction of the culture of the first people who lived there, the attempts of
settlers to conquer the land, and the tragic losses and successes of settlement that are still shaping
our modern world of environmental threat, ethnic and racial hostilities, declining rural communities,
and growing urban populations. In addition to featuring writers such as Ole Edvart Rölvaag, Willa
Cather, and John Neihardt, who address the epic stories of the past, Great Plains Literature also
includes contemporary writers such as Louis Erdrich, Kent Haruf, Ted Kooser, Rilla Askew, N. Scott
Momaday, and Margaret Laurence. This literature encompasses a history of courage and violence,
aggrandizement and aggression, triumph and terror. It can help readers understand better how
today's threats to the environment, clashes with Native people, struggling small towns, and rural



migration to the cities reflect the same forces that were important in the past.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Embattled Home Fronts Karsten Helge Piep, 2009 Embattled
Home Fronts is an inquiry into the highly conflicted US American experience of World War I as it
plays itself out in the diverse body of novelistic works to which it has given rise and by which it has
been, in turn, shaped and commemorated. As such, this book naturally concerns itself with the
formal aspects of artistic war representation. But rather than merely endeavoring to illustrate how
American writers from various backgrounds chose to depict World War I, the present work seeks to
uncover the particular ideologies and political practices that inform these representational choices.
To this end, Embattled Home Fronts examines both canonized and marginalized US American World
War I novels within the context of contemporaneous debates over shifting class, gender, and race
relations. The book contends that American literary representations of the Great War are shaped
less by universal insights into modern society's self-destructiveness than by concerted efforts to
fashion class-, gender-, and race-specific experiences of warfare in ways that stabilize and heighten
political group identities. In moving beyond the customary focus on ironic war representations,
Embattled Home Fronts illustrates that the representational and ideological battles fought within
American World War I literature not only shed light on the emergence of powerful identity-political
concepts such as the New Woman and the New Negro, but also speak to the reappearance of
utopian, communitarian, and social protest fictions in the early 1930s. This study Embattled Home
Fronts provides a new understanding of the relationship between war literature and home front
politics that should be of interest to students and scholars working from a variety of disciplines and
perspectives
  the girl meridel le sueur: Radical Representations Barbara Foley, 1993 In this revisionary
study, Barbara Foley challenges prevalent myths about left-wing culture in the Depression-era U.S.
Focusing on a broad range of proletarian novels and little-known archival material, the author
recaptures an important literature and rewrites a segment of American cultural history long
obscured and distorted by the anti-Communist bias of contemporaries and critics. Josephine Herbst,
William Attaway, Jack Conroy, Thomas Bell and Tillie Olsen, are among the radical writers whose
work Foley reexamines. Her fresh approach to the U.S. radicals' debates over experimentalism, the
relation of art to propaganda, and the nature of proletarian literature recasts the relation of writers
to the organized left. Her grasp of the left's positions on the Negro question and the woman question
enables a nuanced analysis of the relation of class to race and gender in the proletarian novel.
Moreover, examining the articulation of political doctrine in different novelistic modes, Foley
develops a model for discussing the interplay between politics and literary conventions and genres.
Radical Representations recovers a literature of theoretical and artistic value meriting renewed
attention form those interested in American literature, American studies, the U. S. left, and cultural
studies generally.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Welsh Mythology and Folklore in Popular Culture Audrey L. Becker,
Kristin Noone, 2011-09-07 Examining how we interpret Welshness today, this volume brings
together fourteen essays covering a full range of representations of Welsh mythology, folklore, and
ritual in popular culture. Topics covered include the twentieth-century fantasy fiction of Evangeline
Walton, the Welsh presence in the films of Walt Disney, Welshness in folk music, video games, and
postmodern literature. Together, these interdisciplinary essays explore the ways that Welsh motifs
have proliferated in this age of cultural cross-pollination, spreading worldwide the myths of one
small British nation.
  the girl meridel le sueur: Books at Iowa , 1984
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