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The Secret Speech by Tom Rob Smith: Unraveling the Layers of a Gripping
Thriller

the secret speech tom rob smith is a phrase that immediately conjures images
of suspense, political intrigue, and complex characters navigating a
treacherous landscape. Tom Rob Smith, renowned for his ability to weave
historical context into thrilling narratives, delivers a novel that
captivates readers with its depth and intensity. For fans of psychological
thrillers and historical fiction alike, understanding the nuances behind The
Secret Speech helps appreciate the craft involved and the resonance it holds
in today’s literary scene.

Who is Tom Rob Smith?

Before diving into the specifics of The Secret Speech, it’s worth exploring
the author behind the work. Tom Rob Smith is a British writer who gained
international fame with his debut novel, "Child 44," which was later adapted
into a major motion picture. His writing is marked by meticulous research,
layered storytelling, and a knack for creating tension that keeps readers
hooked from start to finish. Smith often sets his stories against politically
charged backdrops, using history as a canvas to explore human nature and
moral dilemmas.

What is The Secret Speech About?

At its core, The Secret Speech is a historical thriller set in the Soviet
Union during a turbulent time. The novel centers around Leo Demidov, a former
state security officer, who is grappling with the aftermath of Stalin’s death
and the political shifts that follow. The "secret speech" referenced in the
title alludes to the infamous 1956 speech by Nikita Khrushchev, which
denounced Stalin’s cult of personality and his brutal regime. This speech
sent shockwaves through the Soviet political system and had profound
implications for those living under its rule.

The Historical Context Behind the Story

Understanding the historical significance of Khrushchev’s speech helps
illuminate the tensions within the novel. Delivered at the 20th Congress of
the Communist Party, the speech was a turning point in Soviet history. It
exposed the atrocities committed during Stalin’s reign and initiated a period
of de-Stalinization. For individuals like Leo, who had been part of the



oppressive apparatus, this moment was fraught with danger and moral
uncertainty. Tom Rob Smith uses this backdrop to explore themes of loyalty,
betrayal, and redemption.

Plot Overview Without Spoilers

Without giving too much away, The Secret Speech follows Leo as he navigates a
world where old alliances crumble and new threats emerge. The narrative is a
mix of political intrigue, personal drama, and suspenseful mystery. Readers
are drawn into a labyrinth of secrets and lies, where every revelation
challenges Leo’s understanding of truth and justice. Smith’s pacing ensures
that the tension escalates steadily, making it difficult to put the book
down.

Thematic Depth in The Secret Speech Tom Rob
Smith

One of the aspects that sets this novel apart is its thematic richness.
Beyond the surface-level thriller elements, Smith delves into complex issues
that resonate beyond the historical setting.

Exploration of Morality and Justice

Leo’s character embodies the struggle between duty and conscience. As a
former enforcer of a brutal regime, his journey raises questions about
accountability and forgiveness. The novel challenges readers to consider how
individuals reconcile their past actions with their desire for redemption.
This exploration makes The Secret Speech not just a story about politics, but
a profound meditation on human nature.

The Impact of Political Change on Personal Lives

The upheaval following Stalin’s death is not just a political event but a
catalyst for personal transformations. The novel vividly portrays how shifts
in power ripple through families, friendships, and communities. Through Leo’s
experiences, readers see how ordinary people cope with fear, hope, and
uncertainty in times of change.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques



Tom Rob Smith’s writing style in The Secret Speech is both accessible and
evocative. His prose strikes a balance between detailed descriptions and
fast-paced action, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the Soviet world
without feeling overwhelmed.

Use of Multiple Perspectives

The narrative occasionally shifts between different characters’ viewpoints,
providing a multifaceted understanding of events. This technique enriches the
story by showing varied reactions to political events and personal dilemmas,
making the plot more dynamic and engaging.

Building Suspense Through Atmosphere

Smith excels at creating a tense atmosphere that mirrors the paranoia and
uncertainty of the time. From shadowy interrogation rooms to the cold Moscow
streets, the setting itself becomes a character, enhancing the mood and
driving the suspense forward.

Why The Secret Speech Resonates with Modern
Readers

Though set in the mid-20th century Soviet Union, The Secret Speech holds
relevance in today’s world. Its themes of authoritarianism, the dangers of
blind loyalty, and the quest for truth echo contemporary political
discussions.

Lessons on Power and Corruption

The novel serves as a cautionary tale about the corrupting influence of
absolute power. Through its portrayal of Stalinist terror and the subsequent
political shifts, readers gain insight into how political systems can
manipulate truth and suppress dissent.

Humanizing History Through Fiction

By focusing on individuals caught in sweeping historical changes, Smith makes
history tangible and relatable. This approach helps readers understand the
emotional and psychological impact of political events, fostering empathy and
reflection.



Tips for Readers New to Tom Rob Smith

If you're intrigued by The Secret Speech but new to Tom Rob Smith’'s work,
here are a few tips to enhance your reading experience:

e Familiarize Yourself with the Historical Background: A basic
understanding of Soviet history, especially the Stalin era, will deepen
your appreciation of the novel’s context.

e Pay Attention to Character Development: The characters’ internal
struggles are as important as the external plot, so take time to reflect
on their motivations and choices.

e Engage with the Themes: Consider how the novel’s themes relate to
current events or personal experiences, making the story more
meaningful.

e Explore Related Works: If you enjoy The Secret Speech, Tom Rob Smith’s
other books, like Child 44 and Agent 6, continue to explore similar
themes and settings.

Reception and Critical Acclaim

The Secret Speech received positive reviews for its gripping narrative and
historical accuracy. Critics praised Smith’s ability to blend fact with
fiction, offering readers both entertainment and education. The novel’s
intense atmosphere and complex characters have made it a favorite among fans
of historical thrillers.

Adaptations and Influence

While The Secret Speech has not yet been adapted into a major film or
television series, its predecessor, Child 44, was successfully brought to the
screen, highlighting the cinematic potential of Smith’s storytelling. Fans
eagerly anticipate further adaptations that could bring the intense world of
The Secret Speech to a wider audience.

The journey through The Secret Speech by Tom Rob Smith is one marked by
intrigue, emotional depth, and historical insight. Whether you’re a seasoned
fan of political thrillers or a newcomer looking for a powerful read, this
novel offers a compelling exploration of a dark chapter in history and the
human spirit’s resilience amidst turmoil.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Secret Speech' by Tom Rob Smith about?

'The Secret Speech' by Tom Rob Smith is a historical thriller set in the
Soviet Union, focusing on the aftermath of Stalin's death and the impact of
Khrushchev's secret speech denouncing Stalin's regime.

Is 'The Secret Speech' a sequel or part of a series?

'The Secret Speech' is the second book in Tom Rob Smith's trilogy, following
his debut novel 'Child 44' and preceding 'Agent 6'.

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Secret Speech'?

The main protagonist is Leo Demidov, a former Soviet secret police officer
who struggles with the moral complexities of the Soviet regime during the
political thaw after Stalin's death.

What historical event does 'The Secret Speech'
center around?

The novel centers around Nikita Khrushchev's 1956 secret speech that publicly
denounced Joseph Stalin's cult of personality and brutal regime.

How does Tom Rob Smith portray the Soviet Union in
'The Secret Speech'?

Tom Rob Smith portrays the Soviet Union as a tense and dangerous place,
highlighting the paranoia, political intrigue, and the struggle for truth in
a repressive society.

What themes are explored in 'The Secret Speech'?

The book explores themes of loyalty, betrayal, justice, political repression,
and the moral ambiguity faced by individuals under totalitarian regimes.

Has 'The Secret Speech' been adapted into a film or

TV series?
As of now, 'The Secret Speech' itself has not been directly adapted into a

film or TV series, but Tom Rob Smith's first novel 'Child 44' was adapted
into a film.



What makes 'The Secret Speech' relevant to readers
today?

‘The Secret Speech' offers insights into the dangers of authoritarianism and
the complexities of political change, themes that resonate in contemporary
discussions about power and governance.

Where can I purchase or read 'The Secret Speech' by
Tom Rob Smith?

'The Secret Speech' is available for purchase at major bookstores, online
retailers like Amazon, and can also be found in libraries and as an audiobook
on various platforms.

Additional Resources

The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith: An In-Depth Exploration of the Thriller’s
Narrative and Impact

the secret speech tom rob smith stands as a compelling entry in contemporary
thriller literature, showcasing the author’s adeptness at weaving historical
intrigue with psychological suspense. Known primarily for his critically
acclaimed debut novel "Child 44," Tom Rob Smith has continued to captivate
readers with his keen insight into complex characters and morally ambiguous
situations. "The Secret Speech," while less widely discussed than some of his
other works, offers a layered narrative that rewards close reading and
thoughtful analysis.

This article delves into the thematic underpinnings, narrative structure, and
historical context of "The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith," highlighting how the
novel fits within Smith’s broader oeuvre and the thriller genre at large. We
will also explore how the book’s SEO-relevant keywords such as “historical
thriller,” “political intrigue,” and “Cold War espionage” naturally align
with its content and appeal to a discerning readership.

Contextualizing The Secret Speech in Tom Rob
Smith’s Body of Work

Tom Rob Smith gained international recognition with "Child 44," a novel set
in Stalinist Russia that expertly blends crime fiction with historical drama.
"The Secret Speech" continues Smith’'s fascination with Soviet-era narratives,
though it shifts focus to the late 1950s and early 1960s—a period marked by
political thaw and ideological uncertainty following Stalin’s death.

Unlike "Child 44," which centers on a police detective’s struggle against
systemic repression, "The Secret Speech" explores the reverberations of



Nikita Khrushchev'’s 1956 denunciation of Stalin’s cult of personality,
famously known as the “Secret Speech.” This historical moment serves as both
a backdrop and thematic catalyst, influencing the characters’ motivations and
the novel’s unfolding mystery.

Historical Thriller Meets Political Intrigue

At its core, "The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith" is a political thriller that
immerses readers in the shadowy world of Cold War espionage and internal
party conflicts. The novel meticulously reconstructs the atmosphere of
paranoia and shifting loyalties in the Soviet Union during a time when old
alliances were crumbling and new threats loomed.

Smith’'s portrayal of the secret speech itself is not merely a historical
reference but a pivotal plot device that drives the narrative tension. The
speech’s revelations trigger a cascade of suspicion, betrayal, and
existential questioning among the characters. This dynamic effectively
captures the psychological and social upheaval of the era.

Narrative Techniques and Character Development

One of Tom Rob Smith’'s strengths lies in his ability to create multi-
dimensional characters who navigate morally complex environments. In "The
Secret Speech," protagonists and antagonists alike are depicted with nuance,
reflecting the ambiguous morality characteristic of Cold War politics.

The novel employs a third-person limited perspective that allows readers to
closely follow key characters’ internal struggles while maintaining a broader
view of the political landscape. This narrative choice heightens suspense by
revealing information selectively and fostering empathy for individuals
caught in oppressive systems.

Complex Protagonists and Moral Ambiguity

The central figures in "The Secret Speech" grapple with loyalty, ideology,
and personal survival. Their decisions often blur the lines between heroism
and complicity, challenging readers to reconsider conventional notions of
right and wrong within a totalitarian context.

This complexity is a hallmark of Smith’s writing, setting his work apart from
more formulaic thrillers. The psychological depth adds layers of tension that
complement the external plot of espionage and political conspiracy.



The Secret Speech’s Place in Cold War
Literature

Cold War espionage has been a fertile ground for thriller writers, with
classics like John le Carré’s novels setting high standards for the genre.
"The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith" contributes to this tradition by combining
historical accuracy with compelling storytelling.

Unlike some Cold War thrillers that prioritize action over atmosphere,
Smith’s novel emphasizes the psychological cost of living under constant
surveillance and ideological pressure. This approach aligns it with a subset
of political thrillers that focus on internal conflict and the human
consequences of political decisions.

Comparative Analysis with Other Cold War Thrillers

When compared to works such as "Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy" or "The Spy Who
Came in from the Cold," "The Secret Speech" distinguishes itself through its
unique focus on a specific historical event—the Khrushchev speech-and its
aftermath within the Soviet Union’s political elite.

While 1le Carré’s novels often explore British intelligence’s moral dilemmas,
Smith’s narrative is deeply rooted in Soviet society, providing a rare
perspective from within the regime rather than from its adversaries. This
insider viewpoint enriches the genre by offering fresh thematic concerns and
ethical questions.

SEO-Friendly Features and Reader Engagement

From an SEO standpoint, "The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith" benefits from
several key attributes that enhance its discoverability and appeal:

e Relevant Keywords: Terms such as “historical thriller,” “Cold War
espionage,” “Soviet Union mystery,” and “political conspiracy novel”
naturally align with content about the book, aiding search engine
visibility.

e Timely Themes: Interest in Cold War history and political thrillers
remains strong, ensuring ongoing relevance.

e Author Recognition: Tom Rob Smith’s established reputation attracts
readers searching for quality thriller novels.



Additionally, the novel’s intricate plot and richly drawn characters
encourage in-depth reviews, discussions, and literary analysis, which in turn
generate organic backlinks and social media engagement—both valuable for SEO.

Pros and Cons of The Secret Speech for Readers

Understanding the novel’s strengths and potential limitations can help
readers set appropriate expectations:
1. Pros:
o Historical authenticity combined with gripping suspense
o Complex characters with psychological depth

o Insightful exploration of Soviet political dynamics

2. Cons:
o Dense political context may challenge casual readers
o Slower pacing compared to action-oriented thrillers

o Requires some familiarity with Cold War history for full
appreciation

Final Thoughts on Tom Rob Smith’'s The Secret
Speech

While "The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith" may not have achieved the widespread
commercial success of some of the author’s other works, it remains a
significant contribution to the genre of historical thrillers. Its meticulous
research, combined with psychological and political complexity, offers
readers a richly textured narrative that stands out in a crowded field.

For enthusiasts of Cold War espionage and political dramas, the novel
provides a thought-provoking glimpse into a pivotal moment in Soviet history.
Its exploration of truth, loyalty, and ideological disillusionment resonates
beyond its historical setting, making it a compelling read for anyone
interested in the intricate dance between power and morality.



In the broader landscape of thriller literature, "The Secret Speech" affirms
Tom Rob Smith’s position as a writer capable of marrying suspenseful
storytelling with meaningful historical inquiry, ensuring his work’s lasting
relevance and appeal.
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the secret speech tom rob smith: The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith, 2009-05-19 Tom Rob
Smith-the author whose debut, Child 44, has been called brilliant (Chicago Tribune), remarkable
(Newsweek) and sensational (Entertainment Weekly)-returns with an intense, suspenseful new
novel: a story where the sins of the past threaten to destroy the present, where families must
overcome unimaginable obstacles to save their loved ones, and where hope for a better tomorrow is
found in the most unlikely of circumstances . . . The Secret Speech Soviet Union, 1956. Stalin is
dead, and a violent regime is beginning to fracture-leaving behind a society where the police are the
criminals, and the criminals are innocent. A secret speech composed by Stalin's successor
Khrushchev is distributed to the entire nation. Its message: Stalin was a tyrant. Its promise: The
Soviet Union will change. Facing his own personal turmoil, former state security officer Leo
Demidov is also struggling to change. The two young girls he and his wife Raisa adopted have yet to
forgive him for his part in the death of their parents. They are not alone. Now that the truth is out,
Leo, Raisa, and their family are in grave danger from someone consumed by the dark legacy of Leo's
past career. Someone transformed beyond recognition into the perfect model of vengeance. From
the streets of Moscow in the throes of political upheaval, to the Siberian gulags, and to the center of
the Hungarian uprising in Budapest, The Secret Speech is a breathtaking, epic novel that confirms
Tom Rob Smith as one of the most exciting new authors writing today.

the secret speech tom rob smith: The Tom Rob Smith Collection Tom Rob Smith,
2013-02-05 Child 44: A relentless page-turner. A terrifying evocation of a paranoid world where no
one can be trusted. A surprising, unexpected story of love and family, of hope and resilience. Child
44 is a thriller unlike any you have ever read. Stalin's Soviet Union is an official paradise, where
citizens live free from crime and fear only one thing: the all-powerful State. Defending this system is
idealistic security officer Leo Demidov, a war hero who believes in the iron fist of the law. But when
a murderer Kkills at will and Leo dares to investigate, the State's obedient servant finds himself
demoted and exiled. Now, with only his wife at his side, Leo must fight to uncover shocking truths
about a killer--and a country where crime doesn't exist. The Secret Speech: Soviet Union, 1956. It is
a period of wrenching change. Stalin is dead, and a regime once held together by fear is beginning
to fracture, creating a lawless society where the police have become the criminals and the criminals
take vengeance against them. A series of murders now has all of Moscow on edge, and no one--no
matter how powerful or connected--seems safe. With his new and secretive homicide department,
Leo Demidov investigates--only to find that he, his wife, and his two adopted daughters may be in
grave danger. For Leo is a former state security officer who arrested and condemned many of his
fellow citizens, and despite all his efforts to atone for his past, he cannot escape the long shadow of
his former career. To save his family, Leo must make a desperate choice and face an impossible
journey that may bring his redemption...or shatter their fragile future.
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the secret speech tom rob smith: The Secret Speech 3M Company, 2014-07-01 A new thriller
set in the turmoil and upheaval of the post-Stalinist Soviet Union follows former state security officer
Leo Demidov as he strives to protect his family from someone with a grudge against him--someone
transformed beyond recognition into the perfect model of vengeance.

the secret speech tom rob smith: The Child 44 Trilogy Tom Rob Smith, 2016 Tom Rob Smith's
Child 44 trilogy was an immediate publishing sensation and marked the arrival of a major new talent
in contemporary fiction. Named one of top 100 thrillers of all time by NPR, Child 44 hit bestseller
lists around the world, won the CWA Ian Fleming Steel Dagger Award and the ITW Thriller Award
for Best First Novel, and was longlisted for the Man Booker Prize. Now, discover the entire trilogy,
collected in one edition for the first time ever. CHILD 44 In a country ruled by fear, no one is
innocent. Stalin's Soviet Union is an official paradise, where citizens live free from crime and fear
only one thing: the all-powerful state. Defending this system is idealistic security officer Leo
Demidov, a war hero who believes in the iron fist of the law. But when a murderer starts to kill at
will and Leo dares to investigate, the State's obedient servant finds himself demoted and exiled.
Now, with only his wife at his side, Leo must fight to uncover shocking truths about a killer'and a
country where crime doesn't exist. THE SECRET SPEECH Soviet Union, 1956. Stalin is dead, and a
regime once held together by fear is beginning to fracture, creating a lawless society where the
police have become the criminals. A series of murders now has all of Moscow on edge, and no one'no
matter how powerful or connected'seems safe. With his new and secretive homicide department, Leo
Demidov investigates'only to find that he, his wife, and his two adopted daughters may be in grave
danger. To save his family, Leo must make a desperate choice and face an impossible journey that
may bring his redemption ... or shatter their fragile future. AGENT 6 Three decades. Two murders.
One conspiracy. Who is Agent 6' Leo Demidov is no longer a member of Moscow's secret police. But
when his wife and daughters are invited on a peace tour to New York City, he is immediately
suspicious. Forbidden to travel with his family, Leo watches helplessly as events in New York unfold
and those closest to his heart are pulled into a web of political conspiracy, betrayal'and murder. In
the horrible aftermath, Leo demands only one thing: to hunt down the killer who destroyed his
family. His request is summarily denied. Crippled by grief and haunted by the need to find out
exactly what happened in New York, Leo takes matters into his own hands. It is a quest that will
span decades, and take Leo around the world'from Moscow, to the mountains of Soviet-controlled
Afghanistan, to the backstreets of New York'in pursuit of the one man who knows the truth: Agent 6.

the secret speech tom rob smith: The Secret Speech Tom Rob Smith, 2009 Soviet Union,
1956. The two young girls that Leo Demidov and his wife Raisa adopted have yet to forgive him for
his involvement in the murder of their parents. They are not alone. Now that the truth is out, Leo,
Raisa and their family are in grave danger from someone with a grudge against Leo.

the secret speech tom rob smith: The Farm Tom Rob Smith, 2014-02-13 From the author of
CHILD 44, soon to be a major film starring Tom Hardy, Noomi Rapace and Gary Oldman, comes an
intricately-knitted thriller in the vein of John Le Carre's A PERFECT SPY. Daniel believed that his
parents were enjoying a peaceful retirement on a remote farm in Sweden, the country of his
mother's birth. But with a single phone call, everything changes. 'Your mother... she's not well', his
father tells him. 'She's been imagining things - terrible, terrible things.' In fact, she has been
committed to a mental hospital. Before Daniel can board a plane to Sweden, his mother calls:
‘Everything that man has told you is a lie. I'm not mad... I need the police... Meet me at Heathrow.'
Presented with a horrific crime, a conspiracy that implicates his own father, Daniel must examine
the evidence and decide: who is telling the truth, his mother or his father? And he has secrets of his
own that for too long he has kept hidden... 'Chilling, hypnotic and thoroughly compelling. You will
not read a better thriller this year' MARK BILLINGHAM 'On rare occasions, an author pulls off the
high-wire act of writing a crime-oriented novel that easily transcends the genre. The Farm is one of
these... A remarkable achievement' JEFFERY DEAVER 'Tom Rob Smith has created a truly original
and chilling thriller, which makes you ask yourself: who would I believe?' JOJO MOYES TOM ROB
SMITH is the bestselling author of Man Booker-longlisted CHILD 44, a multi-million-copy bestseller



and now a major film starring Tom Hardy, Noomi Rapace and Gary Oldman. THE SECRET SPEECH
and AGENT 6, both bestsellers, complete the trilogy.

the secret speech tom rob smith: Child 44 Tom Rob Smith, 2009-04-01 DON'T MISS THE
NEW TOM ROB SMITH NOVEL, COLD PEOPLE, OUT NOW! OVER 2 MILLION COPIES SOLD
MOSCOW, 1953. Under Stalin’s terrifying regime, families live in fear. When the all-powerful State
claims there is no such thing as crime, who dares disagree? AN INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER IN
OVER 30 LANGUAGES An ambitious secret police officer, Leo Demidov believes he’s helping to
build the perfect society. But when he uncovers evidence of a Kkiller at large - a threat the state
won’t admit exists - Demidov must risk everything, including the lives of those he loves, in order to
expose the truth. A THRILLER UNLIKE ANY YOU HAVE EVER READ But what if the danger isn’t
from the Kkiller he is trying to catch, but from the country he is fighting to protect? Nominated for
seventeen international awards and inspired by a real-life investigation, CHILD 44 is a relentless
story of love, hope and bravery in a totalitarian world. From the screenwriter of the acclaimed
television series, THE ASSASSINATION OF GIANNI VERSACE: AMERICAN CRIME STORY.

the secret speech tom rob smith: Cold People Tom Rob Smith, 2023-02-07 * “A zany, wildly
gripping, dark futuristic fantasy.” —Vogue, Most Anticipated Books of the Year * “Fascinating...a
propulsive ride...through a well-built world.” —The Christian Science Monitor * From the brilliant,
bestselling author of Child 44 and creator of the FX series Class of ‘09 comes a “cinematic” (The
Washington Post), “captivating...[and] “brilliantly conceived postapocalyptic story” (Booklist, starred
review) about an Antarctic colony of global apocalypse survivors seeking to reinvent civilization
under the most extreme conditions imaginable. The world has fallen. Without warning, a mysterious
and omnipotent force has claimed the planet for their own. There are no negotiations, no demands,
no reasons given for their actions. All they have is a message: humanity has thirty days to reach the
one place on Earth where they will be allowed to exist...Antarctica. Cold People follows the perilous
journeys of a handful of those who endure the frantic exodus to the most extreme environment on
the planet. But their goal is not merely to survive the present. Because as they cling to life on the
ice, the remnants of their past swept away, they must also confront the urgent challenge: can they
change and evolve rapidly enough to ensure humanity’s future? Can they build a new society in the
sub-zero cold? Original and imaginative, as profoundly intimate as it is grand in scope, Cold People
is a “spellbinding...speculative masterpiece” (Library Journal, starred review) that’s “chilling in so
many ways” (Los Angeles Times).

the secret speech tom rob smith: Agent 6 Tom Rob Smith, 2012-01-05 Tom Rob Smith's
debut, Child 44, was an immediate sensation and marked the arrival of a major new talent in
contemporary fiction. Named one of top 100 thrillers of all time by NPR, it hit bestseller lists around
the world, won the CWA Ian Fleming Steel Dagger Award and the ITW Thriller Award for Best First
Novel, and was longlisted for the Man Booker Prize. In this spellbinding new novel, Tom Rob Smith
probes the tenuous border between love and obsession as Leo Demidov struggles to untangle the
threads of a devastating conspiracy that shatters everything he holds dear. Deftly capturing the
claustrophobic intensity of the Cold War-era Soviet Union, it's at once a heart-pounding thriller and
a richly atmospheric novel of extraordinary depth.... AGENT 6 Leo Demidov is no longer a member
of Moscow's secret police. But when his wife, Raisa, and daughters Zoya and Elena are invited on a
Peace Tour to New York City, he is immediately suspicious. Forbidden to travel with his family and
trapped on the other side of the world, Leo watches helplessly as events in New York unfold and
those closest to his heart are pulled into a web of political conspiracy and betrayal-one that will end
in tragedy. In the horrible aftermath, Leo demands only one thing: to investigate the killer who
destroyed his family. His request is summarily denied. Crippled by grief and haunted by the need to
find out exactly what happened on that night in New York, Leo takes matters into his own hands. It
is a quest that will span decades, and take Leo around the world--from Moscow, to the mountains of
Soviet-controlled Afghanistan, to the backstreets of New York--in pursuit of the one man who knows
the truth: Agent 6.
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the secret speech tom rob smith: The Literary Review , 2009

the secret speech tom rob smith: Agent 6 Tom Rob Smith, 2010-07 Former secret police
agent Leo Demidov is thrown into a foreign conflict and is forced to question and confront
everything he ever thought he knew about his country, his family, and himself--Provided by
publisher.

the secret speech tom rob smith: Talking Book Topics , 2013-05

the secret speech tom rob smith: Country Life Illustrated , 2009

the secret speech tom rob smith: Digital Talking Books Plus , 2012

the secret speech tom rob smith: The New York Times Index , 2009

the secret speech tom rob smith: Kaapse Bibliotekaris , 2011 Issues for Nov. 1957- include
section: Accessions. Aanwinste, Sept. 1957-

the secret speech tom rob smith: The Far Left in Australia since 1945 Jon Piccini, Evan
Smith, Matthew Worley, 2018-07-11 The far left in Australia had significant effects on post-war
politics, culture and society. The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) ended World War II with some
20,000 members, and despite the harsh and vitriolic Cold War climate of the 1950s, seeded or
provided impetus for the re-emergence of other movements. Radicals subscribing to ideologies
beyond the Soviet orbit - Maoists, Trotskyists, anarchists and others - also created parties and
organisations and led movements. All of these different far left parties and movements changed and
shifted during time, responding to one political crisis or another, but they remained steadfastly
devoted to a better world. This collection, bringing together 14 chapters from leading and emerging
figures in the Australian and international historical profession, for the first time charts some of
these significant moments and interventions, revealing the Australian far left’s often forgotten
contribution to the nation’s history.

the secret speech tom rob smith: Selected New Books New Jersey State Library, 2009

the secret speech tom rob smith: Texturen - Identitaten - Theorien Nina A. Frief3, Inna
Ganschow, Irina Gradinari, Marion Rutz, 2011 Der Sammelband umfasst die Beitrage des 10.
Arbeitstreffens slavistischer Nachwuchswissenschaftler im Rahmen des Jungen Forums Slavistischer
Literaturwissenschaft (JFSL), das vom 26. bis zum 28. Marz 2010 an der Universitat Trier stattfand.
Prasentiert wird ein Uberblick {iber aktuelle Forschungsrichtungen und -themen der
deutschsprachigen Slavistik, der trotz der weiter bestehenden Dominanz der Russistik eine
zunehmende Tendenz zu Studien Uber verschiedene slavische Literaturen zeigt. Die Beitrage lassen
sich in drei grofSe Bereiche differenzieren: Der erste Teil ,Texturen' beinhaltet
literaturwissenschaftliche Studien, die sich mit den textimannenten Effekten literarischer Werke
auseinandersetzen. Der Text als Gewebe wird auf seine Fadendichte und -verkreuzung wie
Entstehung und Tradierung bestimmter Motive und Topoi, Decodierung intertextueller Referenzen
oder Allegorisierungs- und Symbolisierungprozesse hin analysiert. Der zweite Teil vereinigt unter
dem Begriff ,Identitaten' Arbeiten aus dem Bereich der kulturwissenschaftlich orientierten
Literaturwissenschaft, die mit Geschlechter-, Raum-, Erinnerungs- und postkolonialen Konzepten
den Fragen der literarischen Identitatsgenese nachgehen. Untersucht werden asthetische
Umsetzungen von Machtdispositiven, Hierarchiebildungen und Ausschlussmechanismen. Die
Beitrage des dritten Teils ,Theorien' reflektieren entweder die Literaturforschung und ihre
Asthetiktheorien oder unternehmen einen Theorieimport aus verschiedenen Disziplinen wie
Philosophie, strukturalistische Psychoanalyse, Neuro-, Geschichts- oder Translationswissenschaften,
die sich fur die Analyse literarischer Texte als fruchtbar erweisen und damit das
Literaturverstandnis erweitern.
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