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Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi: A Moving Journey Through
History and Heart

Year of impossible goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi is more than just a historical
novel; it’s a poignant memoir-like story that captures the turmoil,
resilience, and hope experienced during a dark chapter in Korean history. For
readers who crave narratives that blend personal experience with historical
context, this book offers a deeply emotional and educational journey. Through
vivid storytelling, Sook Nyul Choi invites us into a world of upheaval,
courage, and the quest for freedom, making it a timeless read for young
adults and history enthusiasts alike.

Understanding the Context of Year of Impossible
Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi

To truly appreciate the depth of the novel, it helps to grasp the historical
backdrop against which the story unfolds. The narrative is set during the
late 1940s, a period marked by the Korean War and the aftermath of Japanese
colonial rule. This era was characterized by political unrest, division, and
the struggle of many Korean families facing displacement and loss.

Sook Nyul Choi, drawing from her own childhood experiences, paints a vivid
picture of what life was like for those caught in the crossfire of history.
The novel’s setting bridges the personal and the political, giving readers
insight into how ordinary people endured extraordinary hardships.

The Historical Significance of the Korean War in the
Novel

The Korean War serves as the grim backdrop for the events in Year of
Impossible Goodbyes. It was a brutal conflict that tore families apart and
reshaped the peninsula. Choi’s narrative doesn’t just recount battles or
political movements; it highlights the impact of war on
individuals—especially children—and their struggle to maintain hope.

Through the protagonist’s eyes, readers witness the fear, uncertainty, and
heartbreak that accompanied the war. This personal perspective makes the
historical events more relatable and tangible, encouraging empathy and a
deeper understanding of the human cost of conflict.



Key Themes Explored in Year of Impossible
Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi

One of the reasons Year of Impossible Goodbyes resonates with so many is its
exploration of universal themes wrapped in a specific historical moment. Sook
Nyul Choi’s storytelling touches on resilience, family bonds, identity, and
the pursuit of freedom.

Resilience Amidst Adversity

The protagonist’s journey is marked by profound challenges—loss of home,
separation from loved ones, and the constant threat of danger. Despite these
hardships, the narrative emphasizes the strength and determination that
emerge in times of crisis.

This theme of resilience is not only inspiring but also instructive,
especially for young readers navigating their own challenges. The story
encourages the idea that even in the darkest times, hope and courage can
light the way forward.

The Importance of Family and Heritage

Family ties are at the heart of Year of Impossible Goodbyes. The
protagonist’s love for her family and her desire to protect them drive much
of the narrative. Additionally, the novel highlights the significance of
cultural heritage and identity during times of displacement.

Understanding one’s roots and keeping family memories alive become a source
of strength, underscoring the role of heritage in shaping who we are,
especially when external circumstances threaten to erase it.

Why Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul
Choi Still Matters Today

Even decades after its publication, Year of Impossible Goodbyes remains
relevant for several reasons. Beyond its historical value, the novel serves
as a reminder of the human stories behind global conflicts and the enduring
spirit of those who survive them.



Educational Value for Young Readers

The novel is frequently included in school curriculums because it offers an
accessible window into Korean history and the universal themes of loss and
hope. Teachers and parents can use the story to spark discussions about war,
immigration, and cultural identity.

Moreover, the book’s authentic voice—rooted in first-hand experience—helps
demystify complex historical events, making them understandable and engaging
for younger audiences.

Encouraging Empathy and Global Awareness

In an increasingly interconnected world, Year of Impossible Goodbyes fosters
empathy by humanizing historical events that might otherwise seem distant or
abstract. Readers gain insight into the challenges faced by refugees,
immigrants, and those living under oppressive regimes—a perspective that
encourages compassion and global awareness.

Tips for Reading and Teaching Year of
Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi

For readers and educators looking to get the most out of Year of Impossible
Goodbyes, there are several strategies that can enrich the experience.

Contextualize the History: Before diving into the book, it can be
helpful to provide a brief overview of the Korean War and Japan’s
occupation of Korea, setting the stage for the story.

Discuss Themes: Engage in conversations about resilience, family, and
identity to connect the historical events with personal values and
experiences.

Use Supplementary Materials: Incorporate maps, timelines, and
photographs from the era to deepen understanding and spark curiosity.

Encourage Personal Reflection: Ask readers to relate the protagonist’s
experiences to their own lives, fostering empathy and critical thinking.



Exploring Further Reading

If Year of Impossible Goodbyes sparks interest in Korean history or memoir-
style storytelling, consider exploring other works by Sook Nyul Choi, such as
“The Firekeeper’s Son,” which also delves into Korean culture and history.
Additionally, books about the Korean War or stories of refugees worldwide can
provide broader perspectives on similar themes.

The Impact of Sook Nyul Choi’s Writing Style

One of the most compelling aspects of Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook
Nyul Choi is the author’s ability to blend simplicity with emotional depth.
Her writing is accessible yet powerful, making complex historical events
understandable without diminishing their gravity.

Choi’s narrative voice carries a warmth and authenticity that invites readers
to connect with the characters on a personal level. This balance of
storytelling and historical accuracy makes the novel not only educational but
deeply moving.

How Choi’s Personal Experience Shapes the Story

Because Sook Nyul Choi lived through the events she describes, her memoir-
like approach adds a layer of credibility and intimacy. Readers are not just
learning about history; they are experiencing it through the eyes of someone
who endured it firsthand.

This personal connection enriches the narrative, providing insights into the
emotional landscape of war and displacement that might be missing from more
detached historical accounts.

As you explore Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi, you embark on a
journey that is both enlightening and heart-wrenching. It’s a story that
reminds us of the costs of conflict, the strength found in family, and the
unyielding hope that carries us through even the most impossible goodbyes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Year of Impossible
Goodbyes' by Sook Nyul Choi?
The main theme of 'Year of Impossible Goodbyes' is resilience and hope amidst
the hardships of war and political oppression during the Japanese occupation



of Korea.

Who is the protagonist in 'Year of Impossible
Goodbyes' and what challenges does she face?
The protagonist is Sookan, a young Korean girl who faces the challenges of
living under Japanese colonial rule, including loss, separation from family,
and the struggle for freedom.

How does 'Year of Impossible Goodbyes' depict Korean
history during Japanese occupation?
The book provides a personal and emotional perspective on Korean history
during the Japanese occupation, highlighting the impact of war on ordinary
families and the cultural suppression experienced by Koreans.

What age group is 'Year of Impossible Goodbyes'
suitable for?
'Year of Impossible Goodbyes' is suitable for middle school and young adult
readers, as it deals with complex historical themes in an accessible and
engaging way.

Why is 'Year of Impossible Goodbyes' considered an
important book in children's literature?
It is considered important because it introduces young readers to Korean
history and culture, promotes empathy, and addresses themes of courage and
perseverance in the face of adversity.

What role does family play in 'Year of Impossible
Goodbyes'?
Family plays a central role, providing emotional support and motivation for
Sookan as she navigates the difficulties of war and occupation, emphasizing
the importance of love and sacrifice.

Additional Resources
Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi: A Poignant Exploration of
History and Identity

year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi stands as a compelling
historical novel that delves deep into the harrowing experiences of Korean
families caught in the turbulent aftermath of Japanese colonial rule and the
division of Korea. First published in 1991, this semi-autobiographical work



has garnered significant attention for its vivid storytelling and historical
accuracy, making it a staple in both young adult literature and academic
discussions on East Asian history. The narrative offers readers an intimate
view through the eyes of a young protagonist, illuminating the personal and
collective struggles during one of Korea’s most trying times.

Context and Historical Background

To fully appreciate the significance of year of impossible goodbyes by sook
nyul choi, it is essential to understand the historical backdrop against
which the story unfolds. The novel is set during the late 1940s, a period
marked by the collapse of Japanese occupation and the subsequent division of
Korea into North and South. This era was characterized by political upheaval,
forced displacement, and widespread social disruption. Choi’s narrative
captures the chaos and uncertainty experienced by countless Koreans,
particularly those living near the border regions affected by shifting
control and ideological conflicts.

The author, Sook Nyul Choi, draws on her own childhood memories, providing a
semi-autobiographical perspective that enriches the authenticity of the
novel. Her first-hand experience as a refugee fleeing the North Korean regime
informs the emotional depth and realism portrayed in the story.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative Style

One of the most striking features of year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul
choi is its exploration of themes such as displacement, identity, resilience,
and the impact of war on ordinary lives. The novel transcends a mere
historical recount by weaving these themes into the fabric of its characters’
journeys.

The Theme of Displacement and Refugee Experience

At the heart of the novel lies the theme of forced migration. The
protagonist, a young girl named Sookan, experiences the trauma of leaving her
home in North Korea to seek safety in the South. Choi poignantly depicts the
emotional toll of such displacement—loss of home, separation from loved ones,
and the constant fear of danger. This theme resonates deeply in contemporary
discussions about refugees and displaced persons worldwide, highlighting the
universal nature of such experiences.



Identity and Cultural Survival

Another critical theme explored is the struggle to maintain cultural identity
amidst political turmoil. As Sookan and her family navigate life as refugees,
they grapple with preserving their Korean heritage while adapting to new
circumstances. This aspect of the novel invites readers to reflect on the
complexities of cultural survival during periods of conflict and diaspora, a
topic of ongoing relevance in global sociopolitical discourse.

Resilience in the Face of Adversity

Choi’s narrative also emphasizes human resilience. Despite overwhelming odds,
the characters display courage and determination to rebuild their lives. The
portrayal of resilience is neither romanticized nor simplistic; it
acknowledges the pain and setbacks while underscoring hope and perseverance.

Character Development and Literary Techniques

Sook Nyul Choi employs a first-person narrative that allows readers to engage
intimately with the protagonist’s perspective. This choice enhances the
emotional immediacy of the story, making historical events accessible and
relatable. The language is straightforward yet evocative, suitable for young
adult readers but rich enough to engage adult audiences.

The characters, particularly Sookan and her family, are multi-dimensional,
reflecting the complexities of human behavior under duress. Through vivid
descriptions and dialogue, Choi captures the nuances of fear, love, and
determination that define their experiences.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism is another literary device effectively utilized in the novel. For
example, the recurring motif of the “impossible goodbyes” symbolizes the
painful separations forced upon families during wartime. Imagery related to
the Korean landscape and cultural practices further grounds the story in its
setting, providing a sensory richness that complements the narrative’s
emotional weight.

Comparisons with Other Historical Novels

When positioned alongside other historical novels about war and displacement,
such as *Inside Out and Back Again* by Thanhha Lai or *A Long Walk to Water*



by Linda Sue Park, year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi holds its
own as a vital contribution to the genre. While Lai’s work focuses on the
Vietnamese refugee experience and Park’s on Sudanese displacement, Choi’s
novel uniquely highlights the Korean perspective during a lesser-known but
equally significant historical crisis.

The novel’s educational value is notable; it is frequently included in school
curricula to introduce students to Korean history and the human dimensions of
geopolitical conflict. Its accessibility and emotional depth make it an
effective tool for fostering empathy and historical understanding.

Pros and Cons of the Novel from a Literary and
Educational Perspective

Pros:

Authentic portrayal of Korean history and refugee experience

Engaging first-person narrative that appeals to diverse age groups

Clear exploration of complex themes such as identity and resilience

Valuable educational resource for teaching history and cultural
awareness

Cons:

Some readers may find the pace slow due to detailed historical
descriptions

The emotional intensity may be challenging for very young readers

Limited availability compared to more mainstream historical fiction

Impact and Legacy of Year of Impossible
Goodbyes

The enduring appeal of year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi lies in
its ability to humanize a complex historical moment through the eyes of a



child. It has contributed significantly to awareness of Korean history in
Western literary circles and remains a touchstone for discussions about war,
displacement, and identity.

The novel’s translation into multiple languages and its inclusion in
international school programs attest to its global relevance. Furthermore, it
serves as a reminder of the personal costs of political conflict and the
universal desire for peace and stability.

In summary, Sook Nyul Choi’s year of impossible goodbyes is more than just a
historical novel; it is a profound exploration of memory, loss, and hope. Its
carefully crafted narrative and thematic depth ensure that it continues to
resonate with readers seeking to understand the human side of history.

Year Of Impossible Goodbyes By Sook Nyul Choi
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geisha culture and its subsequent decline; and China’s one-child policy and the rise of transracial,
international adoption in its wake. Grice examines and accounts for this cultural and literary
preoccupation, exploring the corresponding historical-political situations that have both
circumscribed and enabled greater cultural and political contact between Asia and America.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Last Hill of Arirang Beverly Paik,
2002-09-01 Last Hill of Arirang is the story of Yu Sun Yi, a Korean woman of irrepressible spirit and
strength, and the men, her grandfather, father, husband and sons, whom she defied, dominated,
comforted and loved throughout overwhelming political events. Beginning in 1910 with the
annexation of Korea by Japan and continuing through the brutal suppression that followed, she
experiences the turmoil of cultural change and devastating war. Dreams of her childhood seem
impossible to attain. In her time women are destined to be inside people Yet her strong will guides
Sun Yi and her family through years of imprisonment, banishment, and even loss of home and
livelihood. Here is an epic story of one family, entwined with fascinating details of traditional
customs in the land long known as The Hermit Nation, and of an indomitable country that will not be
conquered.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Global Voices Susan B. Ouzts, 1998
Educational resource for teachers, parents and kids!
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: To See the Wizard Laurie Ousley,
2021-02-19 To See the Wizard: Politics and the Literature of Childhood takes its central premise, as
the title indicates, from L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Upon their return to The
Emerald City after killing the Wicked Witch of the West, the task the Wizard assigned them,
Dorothy, the Tin Woodman, Scarecrow, and Lion learn that the wizard is a “humbug,” merely a man
from Nebraska manipulating them and the citizens of both the Emerald City and of Oz from behind a
screen. Yet they all continue to believe in the powers they know he does not have, still insisting he
grant their wishes. The image of the man behind the screen—and the reader’s continued pursuit of
the Wizard—is a powerful one that has at its core an issue central to the study of children’s
literature: the relationship between the adult writer and the child reader. As Jack Zipes, Perry
Nodelman, Daniel Hade, Jacqueline Rose, and many others point out, before the literature for
children and young adults actually reaches these intended readers, it has been mediated by many
and diverse cultural, social, political, psychological, and economic forces. These forces occasionally
work purposefully in an attempt to consciously socialize or empower, training the reader into a
particular identity or way of viewing the world, by one who considers him or herself an advocate for
children. Obviously, these “wizards” acting in literature can be the writers themselves, but they can
also be the publishers, corporations, school boards, teachers, librarians, literary critics, and parents,
and these advocates can be conservative, progressive, or any gradation in between. It is the purpose
of this volume to interrogate the politics and the political powers at work in literature for children
and young adults. Childhood is an important site of political debate, and children often the victims or
beneficiaries of adult uses of power; one would be hard-pressed to find a category of literature more
contested than that written for children and adolescents. Peter Hunt writes in his introduction to
Understanding Children’s Literature, that children’s books “are overtly important educationally and
commercially—with consequences across the culture, from language to politics: most adults, and
almost certainly the vast majority in positions of power and influence, read children’s books as
children, and it is inconceivable that the ideologies permeating those books had no influence on
their development.” If there were a question about the central position literature for children and
young adults has in political contests, one needs to look no further than the myriad struggles
surrounding censorship. Mark I. West observes, for instance, “Throughout the history of children’s
literature, the people who have tried to censor children’s books, for all their ideological differences,
share a rather romantic view about the power of books. They believe, or at least they profess to
believe, that books are such a major influence in the formation of children’s values and attitudes that
adults need to monitor every word that children read.” Because childhood and young-adulthood are
the sites of political debate for issues ranging from civil rights and racism to the construction and



definition of the family, indoctrinating children into or subverting national and religious ideologies,
the literature of childhood bears consciously political analysis, asking how socialization works, how
children and young adults learn of social, cultural and political expectations, as well as how
literature can propose means of fighting those structures. To See the Wizard: Politics and the
Literature of Childhood intends to offer analysis of the political content and context of literature
written for and about children and young adults. The essays included in To See the Wizard analyze
nineteenth and twentieth century literature from America, Britain, Australia, the Caribbean, and Sri
Lanka that is for and about children and adolescents. The essays address issues of racial and
national identity and representation, poverty and class mobility, gender, sexuality and power, and
the uses of literature in the healing of trauma and the construction of an authentic self.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Strategies for Teaching Writing Roger
Caswell, 2004 Writing is the vehicle for communication. In addition to promoting the need for good
communication skills, the teaching of the writing process provides opportunities for students to
develop clear thinking skills. Writing is also a developmental process that each student can
successfully experience at different levels when approached systematically. Based upon this
premise, this Action Tool presents the five stages of writing: prewrite, write, revise, edit, and publish
in a manner that allows writing to be taught as a process. Strategies for Teaching Writing: An ASCD
Action Tool makes writing in the classroom manageable. The tools provide a step-by-step approach
to teaching the writing process. The tools include complete how-to-use instructions, suggestions,
classroom examples and cross-curricular activities. Using the tools, teachers can grant students time
to write, to process their thoughts and develop a way to analyze their thinking using cognitive
reasoning instead of impromptu thought. The Action Tool also provide teachers with assessment
strategies to assess students participation and progress at each stage of the writing process.
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Noel Brown, 2022 Offers a comprehensive and wide-ranging study of children's film, Takes an
interdisciplinary approach that encompasses contributions from scholars in the fields of film studies,
children's education, children's media studies, children's literature studies, animation studies, and
fandom studies, Features an international scope, covering iconic films from Hollywood (including
Disney), as well as from Britain France, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Hungary, Australia, China,
Japan, South Korea, India, Iran, and Kenya, Includes chapters written from a range of critical
approaches to children's film, including genre, ideology, narrative, stardom, music, industry studies,
and primary research on audiences and reception Book jacket.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: A Study Guide for Stephen Crane's "An
Episode of War" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Stephen Crane's An Episode of War,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of
your research needs.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: The Routledge Companion to Asian
American and Pacific Islander Literature Rachel Lee, 2014-06-05 The Routledge Companion to
Asian American and Pacific Islander Literature offers a general introduction as well as a range of
critical approaches to this important and expanding field. Divided into three sections, the volume:
Introduces keywords connecting the theories, themes and methodologies distinctive to Asian
American Literature Addresses historical periods, geographies and literary identities Looks at
different genre, form and interdisciplinarity With 41 essays from scholars in the field this collection
is a comprehensive guide to a significant area of literary study for students and teachers of Ethnic
American, Asian diasporic and Pacific Islander Literature. Contributors: Christine Bacareza Balance,
Victor Bascara, Leslie Bow, Joshua Takano Chambers-Letson, Tina Chen, Anne Anlin Cheng, Mark
Chiang, Patricia P. Chu, Robert Diaz, Pin-chia Feng, Tara Fickle, Donald Goellnicht, Helena Grice,
Eric Hayot, Tamara C. Ho, Hsuan L. Hsu, Mark C. Jerng, Laura Hyun Yi Kang, Daniel Y. Kim, Jodi
Kim, James Kyung-Jin Lee, Rachel C. Lee, Jinqi Ling, Colleen Lye, Sean Metzger, Susette Min, Susan



Y. Najita, Viet Thanh Nguyen, erin Khuê Ninh, Eve Oishi, Josephine Nock-Hee Park, Steven Salaita,
Shu-mei Shi, Rajini Srikanth, Brian Kim Stefans, Erin Suzuki, Theresa Tensuan, Cynthia Tolentino,
Thuy Linh Nguyen Tu, Eleanor Ty, Traise Yamamoto, Timothy Yu.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Beyond Ke'eaumoku Brenda L. Kwon,
2014-01-14 This book reclaims Korean history in Hawaii through the examination of works by three
local writers of Korean descent: Margaret Pai, Ty Pak, and Gary Pak.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Considering Children's Literature Andrea
Schwenke Wyile, Teya Rosenberg, 2008-02-21 “The study of children’s literature is not just about
children and the books said to be for them; it is also about the societies and cultures from which the
literature comes, and it is about the assumptions and ideas we hold about children and childhood.
For adults, reading children’s literature is ultimately both an act of nostalgia and of
self-examination. When we consider children’s literature, we must include ourselves in the equation:
What kinds of readers are we? How do we relate to books and stories? To what degree should we
impose our experience upon others? Reading children’s literature actively can lead to all kinds of
remarkable (and sometimes unsettling) revelations about ourselves and our society.” — from the
Introduction Considering Children’s Literature is a collection of previously published essays on a
variety of topics that inform the study of children’s literature. Exploring issues such as censorship,
the canon, the meanings of fairy tales, and the adaptation of children’s literature into film, the
essays in this anthology are as diverse as they are illuminating. Along with authors like Natalie
Babbitt and Margaret Mahy, teachers, scholars, and publishers of children’s books are also
contributors. Accessible and comprehensive, this book will appeal to anyone interested in children’s
literature.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Relative Histories Rocio G. Davis,
2022-04-30 Relative Histories focuses on the Asian American memoir that specifically recounts the
story of at least three generations of the same family. This form of auto/biography concentrates as
much on other members of one’s family as on oneself, generally collapses the boundaries
conventionally established between biography and autobiography, and in many cases—as Rocío G.
Davis proposes for the auto/biographies of ethnic writers—crosses the frontier into history,
promoting collective memory. Davis centers on how Asian American family memoirs expand the
limits and function of life writing by reclaiming history and promoting community cohesion. She
argues that identity is shaped by not only the stories we have been told, but also the stories we tell,
making these narratives important examples of the ways we remember our family’s past and tell our
community’s story. In the context of auto/biographical writing or filmmaking that explores specific
ethnic experiences of diaspora, assimilation, and integration, this work considers two important
aspects: These texts re-imagine the past by creating a work that exists both in history and as a
historical document, making the creative process a form of re-enactment of the past itself. Each
chapter centers on a thematic concern germane to the Asian American experience: the narrative of
twentieth-century Asian wars and revolutions, which has become the subtext of a significant number
of Asian American family memoirs (Pang-Mei Natasha Chang’s Bound Feet and Western Dress,
May-lee and Winberg Chai’s The Girl from Purple Mountain, K. Connie Kang’s Home Was The Land
of Morning Calm, Doung Van Mai Elliott’s The Sacred Willow); family experiences of travel and
displacement within Asia in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, which unveil a history of
multiple diasporas that are often elided after families immigrate to the United States (Helie Lee’s
Still Life With Rice, Jael Silliman’s Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames, Mira Kamdar’s Motiba’s
Tattoos); and the development of Chinatowns as family spaces (Maxine Hong Kingston’s China Men,
Lisa See’s On Gold Mountain, Bruce Edward Hall’s Tea that Burns). The final chapter analyzes the
discursive possibilities of the filmed family memoir (family portrait documentary), examining Lise
Yasui’s A Family Gathering, Ruth Ozeki Lounsbury’s Halving the Bones, and Ann Marie Fleming’s
The Magical Life of Long Tack Sam. Davis concludes the work with a metaliterary engagement with
the history of her own Asian diasporic family as she demonstrates the profound interconnection
between forms of life writing.



  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Ethnic Literary Traditions in American
Children's Literature M. Stewart, Y. Atkinson, 2009-11-23 Esteemed contributors expand the range
of possibilities for reading, understanding, and teaching children's literature as ethnic literature
rather than children's literature in this ambitious collection.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Do Metaphors Dream of Literal Sleep?
Seo-Young Chu, 2011-01-15 In culture and scholarship, science-fictional worlds are perceived as
unrealistic and altogether imaginary. Seo-Young Chu offers a bold challenge to this perception of the
genre, arguing instead that science fiction is a form of “high-intensity realism” capable of
representing non-imaginary objects that elude more traditional, “realist” modes of representation.
Powered by lyric forces that allow it to transcend the dichotomy between the literal and the
figurative, science fiction has the capacity to accommodate objects of representation that are
themselves neither entirely figurative nor entirely literal in nature. Chu explores the globalized
world, cyberspace, war trauma, the Korean concept of han, and the rights of robots, all as referents
for which she locates science-fictional representations in poems, novels, music, films, visual pieces,
and other works ranging within and without previous demarcations of the science fiction genre. In
showing the divide between realism and science fiction to be illusory, Do Metaphors Dream of
Literal Sleep? sheds new light on the value of science fiction as an aesthetic and philosophical
resource—one that matters more and more as our everyday realities grow increasingly resistant to
straightforward representation.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Girls' Literacy Experiences in and Out of
School Elaine O'Quinn, Elaine J. O'Quinn, 2013 Through thoughtful analysis of girls' historical
literacy experiences, their contemporary reading and writing lives, and trends in young adult
literature, this book sheds new light on how teachers can better understand and create classroom
experiences that make girls visible both to themselves and to others. Historically, the status of girls
has evoked much less research than that of boys. Recently emerging scholastic and strategic study
concerning the vulnerability of girls is adding a vital missing component to this continually emerging
discourse. Looking at many aspects of girls' gendered lives, this text considers the specific
perspectives of the social and cultural constructions that script gender, particularly as they apply to
girls in our classrooms. Prominent scholars in their respective fields examine the myriad forces that
shape the lives of American girls, from the earliest didactic records of manuals and books of conduct
to current artifacts of contemporary culture. By investigating both the scholarly literature on girls as
well as well as the primary sources of a material culture, the authors seek to unravel how adolescent
girls learn and seek to compose identities. By closely examining girls' practices, in which are
embedded issues of class, race, ethnicity, immigrant status, and sexuality, the text considers some of
the values, structures, and trajectories that have come to define teenage girlhood. Its distinctive
contribution is to unpack some of the assumptions of girls in English classrooms and to critically
examine their experiences as they try to fit preconceived norms while forming their own
personhood-- Provided by publisher.
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: Young Women's Lives Facilitator's Guide -
Item 5424 ,
  year of impossible goodbyes by sook nyul choi: (Mis)Reading Different Cultures Yukari
Takimoto Amos, Daniel Miles Amos, 2018-06-29 Teachers’ selection of the literature they use in
instruction frequently depends on how they interpret, in other words whether or not they accurately
take in the authors’ perspectives. This point presents a particular challenge in the selection of
international literature. International literature reflects a country’s and a region’s unique cultural
values and practices and is usually not written for people outside the country of origin. Therefore, it
is possible that readers in other countries may not understand/be aware of those values and
misinterpret the stories. Since Asian and the Western countries, including the U.S., hold maximum
sociocultural differences and the perceived cultural distance has remained significantly wide,
reading and interpreting literature from Asia can present tremendous challenges to Americans. The
book addresses the challenges teachers face when interpreting and teaching with international



children’s literature from Asia. The book engages readers with comprehensive coverage on theories,
concepts, pitfalls, and applications when endeavoring to use international children’s literature from
Asia in classrooms. The book should be used to teach how interpretations/worldviews vary by
cultures, and how power influences such interpretations/worldviews. Strategies and frameworks will
be provided relating to how teachers can be more culturally conscious of their own biases and
develop culturally authentic interpretations.
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