her kind by anne sexton analysis

Her Kind by Anne Sexton Analysis: Exploring the Depths of Identity and
Otherness

her kind by anne sexton analysis opens a doorway into the complex themes of
identity, alienation, and femininity. Anne Sexton, a confessional poet
renowned for her raw and intimate style, crafts this poem with vivid imagery
and symbolic undertones that challenge traditional views of womanhood.
Delving into the poem reveals a rich tapestry of emotions and social
commentary, inviting readers to reflect on the multifaceted nature of
“otherness” and the societal labels placed upon women who deviate from norms.

Understanding the Context of “Her Kind”

Before diving into the poem itself, it’s important to consider Anne Sexton’s
background and the era in which “Her Kind” was written. Published in the
1960s, a time when feminist ideas were emerging but still met with
resistance, the poem reflects a personal and collective struggle. Sexton
often wrote about her battles with mental illness, societal expectations, and
her own sense of isolation, which deeply inform the themes of “Her Kind.”

Anne Sexton’s Confessional Style

Sexton’s poetry is categorized as confessional, meaning she often used her
own experiences as raw material. This style lends “Her Kind” an authenticity
and emotional intensity that resonates deeply. The poem’s narrative voice
feels intimate, as if the speaker is confessing her hidden truths to the
reader. This approach challenges the reader to empathize with the speaker’s
outsider status rather than dismiss or judge her.

Line-by-Line Exploration of “Her Kind”

Engaging in a close reading provides clarity on how Sexton layers meaning
through simple yet powerful language.

Stanza One: Embracing the Outsider

In the opening stanza, the speaker identifies herself as a witch, a symbol
historically associated with women who defy patriarchal control. The metaphor
of the witch encapsulates fear, mystery, and rebellion. The mention of



“haunting the black air” suggests a spectral presence—unseen yet persistent.
Here, Sexton embraces the marginalized identity, setting the tone for the
exploration of alienation.

Stanza Two: The Domestic and the Defiant

The second stanza juxtaposes mundane domesticity with the speaker’s
otherness. The image of “burning one’s fingers” while cooking implies the
pain and sacrifice involved in conforming to traditional roles. Yet, the
speaker’s alignment with the witch archetype signals defiance against these
expectations. Sexton subtly critiques the societal pressures on women to fit
neatly into domestic spheres.

Stanza Three: Isolation and Survival

The concluding stanza reveals a deep sense of loneliness, where the speaker
lives “in a box, a closet, a drawer.” This confinement symbolizes the
restrictive spaces society allocates to women who don’t conform. The phrase
“her kind” is both a self-identifier and a marker of exclusion. Despite this,
there is resilience embedded in the speaker’s survival, hinting at a shared
experience among women who exist on the margins.

The Symbolism and Themes in ‘“Her Kind”

Sexton’s poem is rich with symbolism that enhances its themes. Understanding
these symbols helps unpack the poem’s layered meanings.

The Witch as a Symbol of Female Power and Otherness

The witch figure is central to the poem’s symbolism. Traditionally vilified,
the witch represents a woman who possesses knowledge, power, and
autonomy—qualities feared by a patriarchal society. Sexton reclaims this
symbol, inviting readers to reconsider the label “witch” as a badge of
strength rather than evil.

Alienation and Identity

“Her Kind” poignantly captures the experience of alienation. The speaker’s
identification with witches and outcasts reflects a broader commentary on how
society ostracizes those who don’t conform. The poem explores the tension
between self-acceptance and societal rejection, a theme still relevant in



contemporary discussions on identity.

Femininity and Societal Expectations

The poem critiques the restrictive roles imposed on women, particularly the
expectation to embody domesticity flawlessly. The speaker’s imagery of
cooking and burning fingers symbolizes the pain and limitations of these
roles. Sexton challenges the idealized notion of womanhood by exposing its
contradictions and the cost of conformity.

Her Kind by Anne Sexton Analysis: Language and
Tone

The language in “Her Kind” is deceptively simple but carries profound
emotional weight. Sexton’s choice of words creates a haunting and melancholic
tone that immerses the reader in the speaker’s psyche.

Repetition and Rhythm

The refrain “I have been her kind” recurs at the end of each stanza,
reinforcing the poem’s themes of identity and belonging. This repetition
creates a rhythmic anchor, emphasizing the speaker’s continuous experience of
otherness across different contexts.

Imagery and Mood

Vivid imagery such as “haunting the black air” and “living in a box, a
closet, a drawer” conjures a mood of isolation and mystery. Sexton’s use of
sensory details helps readers feel the speaker’s entrapment and resilience
simultaneously.

Why “Her Kind” Remains Relevant Today

“Her Kind” continues to resonate because it speaks to universal themes about
identity, societal roles, and the courage to embrace one’s true self despite
rejection. In an age where conversations about gender roles, mental health,
and empowerment are increasingly prominent, Sexton’s poem offers both
historical insight and timeless empathy.



Lessons for Modern Readers

For contemporary audiences, “Her Kind” encourages self-reflection on how
labels and stereotypes limit personal freedom. It prompts readers to consider
the ways in which society marginalizes individuals who do not fit
conventional molds, and it champions the strength found in embracing one’s
unique identity.

Inspiration for Writers and Students

Analyzing “Her Kind” can be particularly helpful for students and writers
aiming to understand confessional poetry and feminist literature. The poem
serves as a powerful example of how personal experience can be transformed
into universal art, and the importance of symbolism and tone in conveying
complex emotions.

Final Thoughts on Her Kind by Anne Sexton
Analysis

Engaging deeply with “Her Kind” reveals Anne Sexton’s skill in weaving
personal pain and societal critique into a haunting poetic narrative. The
poem’s exploration of otherness, female identity, and resistance remains
impactful, inviting readers to empathize with those who live on society’s
fringes. Through its evocative imagery and confessional voice, “Her Kind”
continues to inspire conversations about the roles women play and the courage
required to live authentically.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Her Kind' by Anne
Sexton?

The central theme of 'Her Kind' by Anne Sexton is the exploration of female
identity, societal expectations, and the feeling of alienation experienced by
women who do not conform to traditional roles. The poem delves into the
duality of womanhood, portraying the speaker as a witch-like figure who
embraces her outsider status.

How does Anne Sexton use imagery in 'Her Kind' to
convey the speaker's experience?

Anne Sexton uses vivid and dark imagery such as 'a woman like that is



misunderstood' and references to witches, darkness, and isolation to evoke
the speaker's sense of otherness and rebellion against societal norms. The
imagery of the witch serves as a metaphor for the unconventional woman who is
feared and ostracized.

What is the significance of the repetition of the
phrase 'I have been her kind' in the poem?

The repetition of 'I have been her kind' emphasizes the speaker's
identification with various marginalized female archetypes throughout
history. It reinforces the theme of shared female experience and solidarity
among women who feel alienated or misunderstood by society.

In what ways does 'Her Kind' reflect Anne Sexton's
personal struggles?

'Her Kind' reflects Anne Sexton’s personal struggles with mental illness,
identity, and societal expectations of women. By embodying the figure of the
witch, Sexton expresses feelings of isolation and rebellion against
conventional femininity, mirroring her own experiences of feeling like an
outsider.

How does the structure of 'Her Kind' contribute to
its overall impact?

The structure of 'Her Kind,' with its three stanzas and use of repetition,
creates a rhythmic and incantatory effect that mirrors the chanting of a
witch’s spell. This structural choice enhances the poem’s themes of identity,
transformation, and societal alienation, making the speaker's declaration
more powerful and resonant.

What role does feminism play in the analysis of 'Her
Kind' by Anne Sexton?

Feminism plays a crucial role in analyzing 'Her Kind' as the poem challenges
traditional gender roles and highlights the oppression of women who deviate
from societal norms. Sexton’s portrayal of the witch symbolizes female
empowerment and resistance, making the poem a feminist statement about
embracing one's true self despite societal judgment.

Additional Resources

**Her Kind by Anne Sexton Analysis: Unveiling the Layers of Identity and
Marginalization**

her kind by anne sexton analysis serves as a profound exploration of female
identity, societal judgment, and the archetype of the outcast woman. Anne



Sexton’s 1960 poem “Her Kind” stands out as a seminal work that confronts the
stigmatization of women who deviate from traditional roles. Through vivid
imagery and a haunting tone, Sexton crafts a persona that embodies both the
power and pain of being misunderstood, marginalized, and branded as “other.”
This article delves deeply into the poem’s thematic complexity, stylistic
features, and cultural significance, providing a comprehensive understanding
that enriches any literary discourse on Sexton’s work.

In-depth Analysis of “Her Kind” by Anne Sexton

“Her Kind” is a confessional poem, emblematic of Sexton’s broader oeuvre that
often grapples with themes of mental illness, femininity, and societal
alienation. The poem’s structure is deceptively simple—-three stanzas with a
consistent rhyme scheme-but within this form, Sexton weaves a rich tapestry
of symbolism and emotional depth.

At its core, the poem reveals the speaker’s identification with figures
historically ostracized or demonized for their independence or nonconformity.
The repeated phrase “I have been her kind” establishes a cyclical recognition
of shared experience, emphasizing how women who diverge from societal norms
become targets of fear and exclusion.

The Witch as a Central Symbol

One of the most striking elements in “Her Kind” is the recurring motif of the
witch. This figure represents rebellion against patriarchal expectations and
the vilification of female autonomy. The witch imagery is not merely a nod to
folklore but a metaphor for all women who have been labeled deviant because
of their choices, desires, or mental states.

The poem’s opening stanza introduces the speaker as a witch who “haunts the
black air,” evoking a ghostly presence that exists on the fringes of society.
This spectral quality underscores the invisibility and silence often imposed
on women who do not conform. The witch’s house, described as “haunted,”
becomes a symbol of both isolation and power—a space where the speaker’s true
self resides, away from judgment.

Feminine Identity and Societal Expectations

Sexton’s poem interrogates the restrictive roles assigned to women during the
mid-20th century, a period marked by rigid domestic ideals. The speaker’s
embrace of the witch identity challenges the notion of the ideal woman as
submissive and domesticated. By positioning herself as “her kind,” the
speaker aligns with women who resist conformity, whether through sexuality,
intellect, or psychological complexity.



The second stanza’'s imagery of the “woman who.. has been burned” references
historical witch hunts but also metaphorically alludes to the emotional and
physical suffering endured by women who defy societal norms. Sexton’s use of
fire imagery conveys both destruction and potential transformation,
suggesting that the pain of exclusion can lead to a redefinition of self.

Mental Illness and Marginalization

Another layer in the “her kind by anne sexton analysis” addresses the subtle
yet powerful allusions to mental illness. Sexton, herself a survivor of
severe depression and institutionalization, imbues the poem with an
undercurrent of psychological struggle. The depiction of the speaker as an
outsider resonates with the experiences of those labeled “mad” or “other” due
to their mental health.

The final stanza’s line, “I have been her kind,” repeated with increasing
intensity, evokes a sense of defiant solidarity. It highlights the shared
plight of women whose inner lives clash with external expectations, whether
through madness, rebellion, or nonconformity. Sexton’s candidness about
mental illness in her poetry was groundbreaking, and “Her Kind” subtly
foregrounds this theme without explicit diagnosis, making it universally
relatable.

Stylistic Features and Poetic Devices

Anne Sexton’s mastery of language and form is evident throughout “Her Kind,”
where she employs a blend of traditional and confessional techniques to
enhance the poem’s impact.

Rhyme and Rhythm

The poem’s consistent rhyme scheme (ABA) provides a haunting, chant-like
quality that echoes the incantatory nature of witchcraft. This rhythmic
repetition reinforces the cyclical theme of identification with the outcast
and lends a hypnotic cadence that engrosses the reader.

Imagery and Symbolism

Sexton’s vivid imagery is a cornerstone of the poem’s effectiveness. From the
spectral “black air” to “the woman who has been burned,” the symbols evoke a
sense of alienation and resilience. The witch’s house symbolizes both
imprisonment and sanctuary, illustrating the paradoxical nature of the
speaker’s existence.



Tone and Mood

The tone oscillates between defiant and mournful, capturing the complexity of
living as an outsider. The mood is eerie yet empowering, inviting readers to
empathize with the marginalized figure while acknowledging the costs of such
a life.

“Her Kind” in the Context of Feminist
Literature

This poem occupies a significant place within feminist literary studies,
especially in its candid portrayal of female experience outside patriarchal
norms. Sexton’s work predates and arguably anticipates the feminist movements
of the late 20th century that sought to dismantle rigid gender roles and
celebrate women’s autonomy.

Comparison with Contemporary Works

When compared to other feminist poets like Sylvia Plath or Adrienne Rich,
Sexton’s “Her Kind” stands out for its blending of personal confession with
universal archetypes. While Plath’'s poetry often delves into intimate
psychological landscapes and Rich’s into political activism, Sexton’s poem
bridges the personal and the mythic, making the witch a symbol for all
marginalized women.

Pros and Cons of Sexton’s Approach

**Pros; **

- The poem’s accessible language and vivid imagery allow for a broad audience
connection.

- Sexton’s fearless engagement with taboo subjects like mental illness and
female rebellion was pioneering.

- The archetypal witch figure provides a powerful metaphor that transcends
time and culture.

**Cons: **

- Some readers may find the poem’s symbolism opaque without historical
context.

- The confessional style, while intimate, may not resonate with those
preferring more detached or abstract poetry.



Relevance and Legacy of “Her Kind”

Decades after its publication, “Her Kind” remains relevant in discussions
about gender, identity, and societal norms. Its exploration of alienation
speaks to ongoing conversations about diversity and inclusion, mental health
awareness, and the empowerment of marginalized voices.

The poem’s enduring popularity in academic curricula and feminist anthologies
testifies to its impact. Moreover, its themes resonate in contemporary
culture, where the reclaiming of the “witch” archetype has become a symbol of
female empowerment and resistance.

In “her kind by anne sexton analysis,” the poem emerges not only as a piece
of literary art but as a social commentary that challenges readers to
reconsider the boundaries of identity and acceptance. Anne Sexton’s voice,
through this poem, continues to haunt and inspire, reminding us that the
“other” is often a reflection of society’s fears and prejudices rather than
an inherent flaw.

Through a nuanced examination of imagery, themes, and cultural context, this
analysis underscores the layered complexity of “Her Kind.” It is a work that
defies simple categorization, inviting ongoing interpretation and reflection.
As readers engage with Sexton’s evocative language and daring subject matter,
they are compelled to confront the multifaceted nature of womanhood,
alienation, and resilience embedded within the poem.
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her kind by anne sexton analysis: Anne Sexton Diane Middlebrook, 1992-10-27 Anne Sexton
began writing poetry at the age of twenty-nine to keep from killing herself. She held on to language
for dear life and somehow -- in spite of alcoholism and the mental illness that ultimately led her to
suicide -- managed to create a body of work that won a Pulitzer Prize and that still sings to
thousands of readers. This exemplary biography, which was nominated for the National Book Award,
provoked controversy for its revelations of infidelity and incest and its use of tapes from Sexton's
psychiatric sessions. It reconciles the many Anne Sextons: the 1950s housewife; the abused child
who became an abusive mother; the seductress; the suicide who carried kill-me pills in her handbag
the way other women carry lipstick; and the poet who transmuted confession into lasting art.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: CliffsNotes on American Poets of the 20th Century
Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-12-08 This literary companion carries you into the lives and poetic lines
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of 41 of America's most admired poets from the last century. From popular favorites such as Robert
Frost and Carl Sandburg to the more esoteric T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound, this handbook also
introduces you to living poets, such as Rita Dove, who are still inscribing their places in literary
history. The book opens with an approach to analyzing poetry, and each author-specific chapter
includes sections devoted to Chief Works, Discussion and Research Topics, and a Selected
Bibliography. Complete list of authors covered in this comprehensive guide: Edgar Lee Masters,
Edward Arlington Robinson, Robert Frost, Amy Lowell, Carl Sandburg, Wallace Stevens, William
Carlos Williams, Ezra Pound, Hilda Doolittle (H. D.), Robinson Jeffers, Marianne Moore, T. S. Eliot,
John Crowe Ransom, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Jean Toomer, Louise Bogan, Hart Crane, Allen Tare,
Sterling Brown, Langston Hughes, Countée Cullen, Elizabeth Bishop, John Berryman, Randall Jarrell,
Gwendolyn Brooks, Robert Lowell, Richard Wilbur, James Dickey, Denise Levertov, A.R. Ammons,
Allen Ginsberg, W. S. Merwin, James Wright, Anne Sexton, Adrienne Rich, Sylvia Plath, Amiri
Baraka, Wendy Rose, Joy Harjo, Rita Dove, Cathy Song

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Mapping the World of Anglo-American Studies at the
Turn of the Century Marija Knezevi¢, 2015-10-05 This volume revisits the most important issues
that Anglo-American studies are facing at the beginning of the twenty-first century, with regards to
both research and teaching. Given the English language’s status as a lingua franca, the culture that
produced it, and that has been changing it, the literature written in English, and relevant linguistic
and literary discourse have come to largely dominate critical theory globally. Therefore, the subjects
of Anglo-American studies, and their traditional and modern concepts, must be approached from a
multidisciplinary perspective, and must also be problematized in, and determined by, other spheres
of the world, especially at the universities at which they are studied. This book, consequently,
approaches both mainstream cultural, literary, linguistic and academic achievements and, often by
way of comparison, those smaller, more distant, and marginalized fields, traditionally subordinate
studies, as well as instances of cultural hybridization. Given its concern with a broad field of culture,
literature, linguistics, and methodology of teaching English as a foreign language, this book consists
of two main parts comprising the closest research and teaching fields; one attending to culture and
literature, and the other approaching linguistics and methodology.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Anne Sexton and Middle Generation Poetry Philip
McGowan, 2004-09-30 Evaluating the poetry of Anne Sexton 30 years after her death, this text
examines the possibilities of language to convey an individual's response to their own existence, the
project of defining love and the purpose of the aesthetic in our understanding of these entities.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Nightmare Factories Troy Rondinone, 2019-09-24 How the
insane asylum came to exert such a powerful hold on the American imagination. Madhouse, funny
farm, psychiatric hospital, loony bin, nuthouse, mental institution: no matter what you call it, the
asylum has a powerful hold on the American imagination. Stark and foreboding, they symbolize
mistreatment, fear, and imprisonment, standing as castles of despair and tyranny across the
countryside. In the asylum of American fiction and film, treatments are torture, attendants are
thugs, and psychiatrists are despots. In Nightmare Factories, Troy Rondinone offers the first history
of mental hospitals in American popular culture. Beginning with Edgar Allan Poe's 1845 short story
The System of Dr. Tarr and Prof. Fether, Rondinone surveys how American novelists, poets,
memoirists, reporters, and filmmakers have portrayed the asylum and how those representations
reflect larger social trends in the United States. Asylums, he argues, darkly reflect cultural anxieties
and the shortcomings of democracy, as well as the ongoing mistreatment of people suffering from
mental illness. Nightmare Factories traces the story of the asylum as the masses have witnessed it.
Rondinone shows how works ranging from Moby-Dick and Dracula to One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest, Halloween, and American Horror Story have all conversed with the asylum. Drawing from
fictional and real accounts, movies, personal interviews, and tours of mental hospitals both active
and defunct, Rondinone uncovers a story at once familiar and bizarre, where reality meets fantasy in
the foggy landscape of celluloid and pulp.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Original Essays on the Poetry of Anne Sexton Robert



Henigan, Katherine Lederer, 1988

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Experiencing Music Video Carol Vernallis, 2004-06-16
Music videos have ranged from simple tableaux of a band playing its instruments to multimillion
dollar, high-concept extravaganzas. Born of a sudden expansion in new broadcast channels, music
videos continue to exert an enormous influence on popular music. They help to create an artist's
identity, to affect a song's mood, to determine chart success: the music video has changed our idea
of the popular song. Here at last is a study that treats music video as a distinct multimedia artistic
genre, different from film, television, and indeed from the songs they illuminate—and sell. Carol
Vernallis describes how verbal, musical, and visual codes combine in music video to create defining
representations of race, class, gender, sexuality, and performance. The book explores the complex
interactions of narrative, settings, props, costumes, lyrics, and much more. Three chapters contain
close analyses of important videos: Madonna's Cherish, Prince's Gett Off, and Peter Gabriel's Mercy
St.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Searching for Mercy Street Linda Gray Sexton,
2011-04-10 A New York Times Notable Book of the Year “A candid, often painful depiction of a
daughter’s struggles to come to terms with her powerful and emotionally troubled mother”—the
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Anne Sexton (New York Times). This is an honest, unsparing memoir of
the anguish and fierce love that bound a difficult mother and the daughter she left behind. Linda
Sexton was 21 when her mother killed herself, and now she looks back, remembers, and tries to
come to terms with her mother’s life. Growing up with Anne Sexton was a wild mixture of suicidal
depression and manic happiness, inappropriate behavior and midnight trips to the psychiatric ward.
Anne taught Linda how to write, how to see, how to imagine—and only Linda could have written a
book that captures so vividly the intimate details and lingering emotions of their life together.
Searching for Mercy Street speaks to everyone who admires Anne Sexton and to every daughter or
son who knows the pain of an imperfect childhood.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Education of a Woman: The Life of Gloria Steinem
Carolyn G. Heilbrun, 2011-07-20 From one of America's most respected critics comes an acclaimed
biography of the controversial feminist. Here, Heilbrun illuminates the life and explores the many
facets of Steinem's complex life, from her difficult childhood to the awakening that changed her into
the most famous feminist in the world. Intimate and insightful, here is a biography that is as
provocative as the woman who inspired it. Photos.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: ‘Hurrying Truth’ in the Poetry of Anne Sexton Anissa
Sboui, 2023-08-16 This book investigates the key terms ‘truth’ and ‘misinformation’ in the light of
Anne Sexton’s Complete Poems. The author argues that what characterizes her poems is their
heightened level of transparency; poem after poem, she establishes a close relationship with the
reader through recording a detailed account of her private stories. In this sense, the aim of this
study hinges on demonstrating the inscription of truth in Sexton’s poems.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: "Peter Gabriel, From Genesis to Growing Up " Sarah Hill,
2017-07-05 Ever since Peter Gabriel fronted progressive rock band Genesis, from the late 1960s
until the mid 1970s, journalists and academics alike have noted the importance of Gabriel's
contribution to popular music. His influence became especially significant when he embarked on a
solo career in the late 1970s. Gabriel secured his place in the annals of popular music history
through his poignant recordings, innovative music videos, groundbreaking live performances, the
establishment of WOMAD (the World of Music and Dance) and the Real World record label (as a
forum for musicians from around the world to be heard, recorded and promoted) and for his political
agenda (including links to a variety of political initiatives including the Artists Against Apartheid
Project, Amnesty International and the Human Rights Now tour). In addition, Gabriel is known as a
sensitive, articulate and critical performer whose music reflects an innate curiosity and deep
intellectual commitment. This collection documents and critically explores the most central themes
found in Gabriel's work. These are divided into three important conceptual areas arising from
Gabriel's activity as a songwriter and recording artist, performer and activist: 'Identity and




Representation’, 'Politics and Power' and 'Production and Performance'.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Anne Sexton Paula M. Salvio, 2012-02-01 Winner of the
2008 Critics' Choice Award presented by the American Educational Studies Association A Pulitzer
Prize-winning poet who confessed the unrelenting anguish of addiction and depression, Anne Sexton
(1928-1974) was also a dedicated teacher. In this book, Paula M. Salvio opens up Sexton's
classroom, uncovering a teacher who willfully demonstrated that the personal could also be plural.
Looking at how Sexton framed and used the personal in teaching and learning, Salvio considers the
extent to which our histories—both personal and social—exert their influence on teaching. In doing
so, she situates the teaching life of Anne Sexton at the center of some of the key problems and
questions in feminist teaching: navigating the appropriate distance between teacher and student,
the relationship between writer and poetic subject, and the relationship between emotional life and
knowledge. Examining Sexton's pedagogy, with its weird abundance of tactics and strategies, Salvio
argues that Sexton's use of the autobiographical I is as much a literary identity as a literal identity,
one that can speak with great force to educators who recognize its vital role in the humanities
classroom.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: A Study Guide for Anne Sexton's "Cinderella"” Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Psychoanalysis and Woman Shelley Saguaro, 2000-03 This
book makes available psychoanalytic writing on the topics of female sexuality and woman. From
Freud's contemporaries to French feminists to postmodernism and post-feminism, a spectrum of
female theorists affords comparison and cross reference.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Heterosexual Plots and Lesbian Narratives Marilyn
Farwell, 1996-01-01 What is lesbian literature? Must it contain overtly lesbian characters, and
portray them in a positive light? Must the author be overtly (or covertly) lesbian? Does there have to
be a lesbian theme and must it be politically acceptable? Marilyn Farwell here examines the work of
such writers as Adrienne Rich, Marion Zimmer Bradley, Jeanette Winterson, Gloria Naylor, and
Marilyn Hacker to address these questions. Dividing their writings into two genres--the romantic
story and the heroic, or quest, story, Farwell addresses some of the most problematic issues at the
intersection of literature, sex, gender, and postmodernism. Illustrating how the generational conflict
between the lesbian- feminists of twenty years ago and the queer theorists of today stokes the
critical fires of contemporary lesbian and literary theory, Heterosexual Plots and Lesbian Narratives
concludes by arguing for a broad and generous definition of lesbian writing.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: [[]0]0000 , 2006 00000000000

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Fairy Tales and Feminism Donald Haase, 2004 In the
1970s, feminists focused critical attention on fairy tales & broke the spell that had enchanted
readers for centuries, by exposing the role of the fairy tale in the cultural struggle over gender. This
book revisits feminist criticism & offers a new evaluation of its merits.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: Wild Blessings Hilary Holladay, 2004-11-01 Widely
acclaimed for her powerful explorations of race, womanhood, spirituality, and mortality, poet Lucille
Clifton has published thirteen volumes of poems since 1969 and has received numerous accolades
for her work, including the 2000 National Book Award for Blessing the Boats. Her verse is featured
in almost every anthology of contemporary poetry, and her readings draw large and enthusiastic
audiences. Although Clifton's poetry is a pleasure to read, it is neither as simple nor as blithely
celebratory as readers sometimes assume. The bursts of joy found in her polished, elegant lines are
frequently set against a backdrop of regret and sorrow. Alternately consoling, stimulating, and
emotionally devastating, Clifton's poems are unforgettable. In Wild Blessings, Hilary Holladay offers
the first full-length study of Clifton's poetry, drawing on a broad knowledge of the American poetic
tradition and African American poetry in particular. Holladay places Clifton's poems in multiple
contexts -- personal, political, and literary -- as she explicates major themes and analyzes specific
works: Clifton's poems about womanhood, a central concern throughout her career; her fertility
poems, which are provocatively compared with Sylvia Plath's poems on the same subject; her



relation to the Black Arts Movement and to other black female poets, such as Gwendolyn Brooks and
Sonia Sanchez; her biblical poems; her elegies; and her poignant family history, Generations, an
extended prose poem. In addition to a new preface written after Clifton's death in 2010, this updated
edition includes an epilogue that discusses the poetry collections she published after 2004. Readers
encountering Lucille Clifton's poems for the first time and those long familiar with her distinctive
voice will benefit from Hilary Holladay's striking insights and her illuminating interview with the
influential American poet.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: A Study Guide for John Berryman's "Dream Song 29"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for John Berryman's Dream Song 29, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.

her kind by anne sexton analysis: The Journal of Psychohistory , 2000

Related to her kind by anne sexton analysis

HER2-positive breast cancer: What is it? - Mayo Clinic HER2-positive breast cancer tends to
be more aggressive than other types of breast cancer. Treatments that target HER2 are very
effective

000 Bring Her Back - [JJ00 Bring her back ARG[]] Blackangeltapes J00000000000C0000C00000000

O00Laura(0000000CO00000COO00000CO
Inguinal hernia - Symptoms & causes - Mayo Clinic Inguinal hernia symptoms include: A bulge
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Herniated disk - Symptoms and causes - Mayo Clinic Symptoms Most herniated disks occur in
the lower back, but they also can occur in the neck. Symptoms depend on where the disk is sitting
and whether the disk is pressing on a

Hiatal hernia - Symptoms and causes - Mayo Clinic The diaphragm has a small opening called
a hiatus. The tube used for swallowing food, called the esophagus, passes through the hiatus before
connecting to the stomach. In a

Breast cancer types: What your type means - Mayo Clinic Breast cancer types include ductal
carcinoma and lobular carcinoma. Learn about these and other types of breast cancer

Narcissistic personality disorder - Symptoms and causes A narcissistic personality disorder
causes problems in many areas of life, such as relationships, work, school or financial matters.
People with narcissistic personality disorder

Fecal incontinence - Symptoms and causes - Mayo Clinic Overview Fecal incontinence is
accidental passing of solid or liquid stool. Fecal incontinence may happen when a person has a
sudden urge to pass stool and cannot get to a

Gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) - Mayo Clinic Gastroesophageal reflux disease
happens when stomach acid flows back up into the esophagus and causes heartburn. It's often called
GERD for short. This backwash is known as acid reflux,

HER2-positive breast cancer: What is it? - Mayo Clinic HER2-positive breast cancer tends to
be more aggressive than other types of breast cancer. Treatments that target HER2 are very
effective
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